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city  of  Memphis,  Tenn.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
W nr  of  1S12,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans. 

I Settling  here  as  they  did  at  a very  early  day,  the 
two  families  were  quite  intimately  acquainted  with 
Sam  Houston  and  his  eccentricities.  In  1850 
there  was  a severe  drought  in  Eastern  Texas  and 
crops  were  short.  Salt  and  other  groceries  had  to 
be  hauled  from  Gaines  Landing,  Chicot  County, 
Arli  , to  as  far  west  as  200  miles  into  Texas.  It 
took  about  four  weeks  to  make  such  a trip,  and 
! salt  at  that  place  sold  for  $15  per  sack  and  was 
hard  to  get  at  that  price.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject died  in  Texas,  in  1873.  in  his  forty-ninth 
year,  his  wife  having  previously  died  in  1802,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-seven  years.  Of  the  thirteen 
children  born  to  their  marriage,  only  four  are  now 
living:  Alary  J.  (now  Mrs.  Dunn,  of  this  city), 
j Mattie  M.  (now  the  wife  of  Arthur  Miller),  A della 
W.  (wife  of  Robert  At.  Dunn,  of  the  firm  of  Dunn 
| & Ross,  merchants  of  Leemou,  Mo.),  and  Alex  R. 

I The  latter  obtained  a fair  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Boston,  Tex.,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  entered  a dry  goods  house  as  clerk.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  lie  joined  CTnpp’s  battalion,  which 
was  the  first,  battalion  of  Texas  Cavalry,  and  was 
reorganized  and  constituted  a part  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Texas  Dismounted  Cavalry,  at  Corinth. 
He  was  in  the  battles  of  Richmond  and  Murfrees- 
boro, from  Dalton.  Ga.,  to  Atlanta,  thence  to  Nash 
| vide,  Tenn.,  and  from  there  to  Alabama  and  Mis- 
sissippi. He  surrendered  at  Jefferson,  Tex.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
i pursuits  at  Sulphur  Springs,  Tex.,  in  which  he 
continued  until  1867.  when  be  came  to  this  place 
and  engaged  in  merchandising.  After  conducting 
a merchandise  business  here  for  one  rear,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Moores.  Connor  A Co.,  he  sold 
out  and  turned  his  attention  to  fanning.  In  1874 
he  opened  a general  merchandise  establishment  in 
Texarkana,  and  conducted  it  very  successfully  for 
nine  years,  and  in  1883  came  to  this  place  and 
purchased  the  interest  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Dun,  who  was 
associated  with  A.  J.  Alims  in  a general  merchan- 
dise business,  the  latter  being  the  general  man- 
ager, and  the  concern  was  continued  for  six  years 
■ under  the  firm  name  of  Alims  & Moores,  doing  a 
business  of  from  $60,000  to  $100,000  annual!  v. 
He  has  recently  retired  to  his  farm  close  to  the  vil- 
lage., and  devotes  his  attention  to  raising  horse?., 
mules,  etc.,  and  cultivates  about  10)  acres  of  land. 
By  his  marriage  to  Aliss  Rebecca  Williamson,  of 
I this  place,  which  occurred  in  1871.  Air.  Aloores 
became  the  father  of  three  children:  Carrie  L., 
May  D.  and  Lizzie  R.  Airs.  Aloores  was  a devoted 
member  of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church. 


and  her  death  occurred  in  1885,  in  her  thirty-first 
year.  Her  husband  remained  a widower  for  two 
years,  and  then,  in  1887.  was  united  in  marring  ' 

1 to  Aliss  Nellie  Y.  Cook,  of  Gonzales,  Tex.,  and 
; they  are  the  parents  of  one  child.  Both  Air.  and 
j Airs.  Aloores  are  church  members,  but  belong 
to  different  denominations,  he  believing  in  the 
j doctrines  of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church. 

and  she  in  those  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
; Church,  South.  He  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H.. 

! and  also  belongs  to  Texarkana  Lodge  No.  1903. 
K.  & L.  of  IT. 

Ralph  E.  Phelps.  During  a professional  career 
i of  over  thirty-four  years  Air.  Plnfips  has  become  a 
j successful  attorney,  and  justly  deserves  the  eulo- 
i gisms  bestowed  upon  him  by  his  legal  brethren, 
j He  was  born  December  26.  1833,  in  Virginia,  be 
ing  a son  of  Hugh  L.  and  Alary  (Edgertou)  Phelps. 

I both  natives  of  Virginia,  the  latter  being  the  daugh- 
ter of  AIcConnel  and  Mary  (Maxwell)  Edgerton. 
who  were  born  in  Scotland  The  Phelps  family 
have  been  residents  of  Virginia  since  1680,  and 
the  grandfather  and  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
j jeer  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  Avar.  1 be 
! father,  a planter  by  occupation,  passed  his  life  m 
i his  native  State,  and  there  he  received  his  final 
| summons,  in  1 862,  Ins  death  being  followed  four 
| years  later  by  that  of  his  wife.  They  were  rhe 
| parents  of  two  children:  Florence  and  Ralph  E. 

| The  latter  attained  his  growth  in  his  native  State, 

| and  there  received  his  education.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  commenced  reading  law,  and 

O • » . c- 

soon  after  his  twenty -first  birthday  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  In  1855  he  went  to  California. 

! and  was  occupied  there  in  mining  and  practicing 
| law,  and  in  1857  was  made  a member  of  the  Leg- 
islature. and  was  also  prosecuting  attorney  for  the 
j Sixteenth  Judicial  District  during  1S58-59.  when 
i he  returned  to  Virginia,  aud  in  April,  1861.  he 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  States  Army,  joining 
Company  A,  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  in  which 
he  served  as  captain  until  the  surrender,  in  April. 
1865.  participating  in  all  the  engagements  in 
the  campaign  of  Virginia.  He  was  married  in 
1864  to  Aliss  Alary  »St rather,  a native  of  Virginia, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  one  child.  Alarm 
(now  the  wife  of  James  Cantrell).  They  are  both 
prominent  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
! are  deeply  interested  in  all  religious  matters,  and 
socially,  Air.  Phelps  belongs  to  the  I.  0 O F. 
He  is  the  owner  of  n tine  farm  of  4t\l  acres,  and  is 
1 numbered  among  the  substantial  and  enterprising 
| residents  of  this  county. 

John  Read,  a leading  merchant  of  Rocky  Corn 
’ fort.  Ark. . owes  his  nativity  to  Huntsville.  Ala.. 
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vs  lituv  lie  opened  his  eyes  to  this  world  on  October 
i ‘2,  1821,  being  the  son  of  Edmond  Read  and 
wife,  nee  Edna  Harvey,  natives  of  North  Carolina. 
The  former  moved  from  liis  native  State  to  Ala- 
bama in  early  life,  and  there  made  his  home  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  in  1824,  when  John  was 
about  three  years  of  age,  he  moved  to  Rutherford 
County,  Tenn.,  and  departed  this  life  in  Bedford 
County,  that  State,  in  I860.  During  his  life  ho 
was  occupied  in  farming,  a calling  in  which  he.  was 
eminently  successful.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
David  Read,  was  born  in  North  Carolina.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren— two  sous  and  seven  daughters — born  to  their 
marriage,  their  names  being:  William  R..  Martha 
L. , Sarah  A.  L. , Betsy  A. , John,  Dorothea  A. , Susan 
A.  L. , Melinda  J.  and  Matilda  A. . the  two  latter  be- 
ing twins.  John  Read  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Rutherford  County,  Tenn  . where  he  at- 
tained his  growth.  December  26,  1839.  witnessed 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Alary  E.  Spain,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  who  passed  to  her  final  home  on  August 
10,  1864,  and  on  November  30.  following,  he 
formed  a matrimonial  alliance  with  Aliss  Alary 
Elizabeth  Campbell,  his  present  wife.  She  was 
born  in  Lauderdale  County,  Ala.,  October  22. 
1846,  and  was  the  youngest  of  eight  children  born 
to  James  E.  and  Alsa  (Reader)  Campbell,  natives 
of  Tennessee  and  South  Carolina  respectively,  both 
of  whom  died  in  this  county.  Having  no  children 
of  their  own,  Air.  and  Airs.  Read  have  taken 
three  orphaned  nieces  to  their  home  and  are  rear- 
ing them  to  honest  womanhood.  Their  names  are: 
Leona  Davis  (Airs.  Read’s  sister's  child),  and 
Mally  and  Alattie  Campbell  (her  brother’s  civil  - 
drenj.  "When  Mr.  Read  first  came  to  Arkansas,  in 
December,  1861,  he  chose  a location  in  Alonroe 
County,  but  after  making  his  home  there  for  two 
years,  he  came  to  Little  River  County,  and  in 
September,  1863,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  this 
county,  and  has  ever  since  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  its  material  interests.  In  1. SOS  he.  was 
appointed  county  treasurer,  and  stepped  out  of  that 
office  at  the  end  of  four  years  to  accept  that  of 
sheriff,  to  which  he  had  been  elected  in  November. 
1872.  lie  discharged  the  duties  of  this  latter 
office  in  a highly  satisfactory  manner,  and  at  the 
end  of  his  term  was  re-elected  by  a large  majority. 
He  lias  also  acted  in  several  official  capacities,  and 
for  one  term  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  of  Red 
River  Township.  He  was  formerly  a Whig  in 
politics,  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Henry  Clay,  but  since  the  reorganization  of  that 
party,  he  has  been  a stanch  Republican’.  In  June. 
1869,  Air.  Read  embarked  in  the  saw-mill  business, 


1 and  this  occupied  lbs  attention  until  1872,  when 
, he  disposed  of  his  milling  interests.  He  opened 
up  his  mercantile  establishment  in  Rocky  Comfort, 
in  1878,  and  he  has  successfully  conducted  this 
! ever  since,  and  lie  now  enjoys  a liberal  trade  with 
Rocky  Comfort  and  the  surrounding  country.  He 
; carries  a stock  and  securities  valued  at  $40,000, 
and  in  addition  to  merchandising,  is  a large  cotton 
1 buyer.  Besides  these  interests,  ho  owns  several 
town  lots,  and  is  acting  as  agent  for  a Air. 

: Charles,  managing  about  900  acres  of  land.  He 
and  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Dr.  Louis  A.  Sager,  practicing  physician  arid 
surgeon  of  Rocky  Comfort,  Ark.  In  recording 
1 the  names  of  faithful  practitioners  of  medicine  in 
this  locality,  that  of  Louis  A.  Sager  will  always  be 
given  a prominent  and  enviable  position.  There 
■ are  two  ways  to  gain  a reputation — one  by  the  in- 
1 tluence  of  friends,  and  the  other  by  individual  ap- 
plication and  true  worth.  The  latter  applies  to  Dr. 
Sager,  who  has  certainly  reached  the  top  round  of 
• the  ladder  in  that  most  notable  of  all  professions. 

| He  is  a native-born  resident  of  Arkansas,  having 
been  ushered  into  this  world  in  Benton  County  on 
November  19,  1850,  the  youngest  in  a family  of 
eleven  children.  His  parents,  Simon  and  Wilhel- 
I mina  (Meyer)  Sager,  were  both  born  in  Germany, 
and  were  married  in  their  native  country.  About 
1830  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  set  - 
tled in  Kansas  City,  AIo. , but  later  moved  to  Ben- 
ton County,  Ark.  .where  they  made  their  home,  arid 
there  the  father  engaged  in  the  stock  business  on  a 
large  scale.  He  died  in  1863,  leaving  a widow,  who 
survived  until  1870,  when  she  passed  to  her  final 
home.  Louis  A.  Sager  obtained  his  literary  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Benton  County,  Ark.,  and 
Kansas  City,  AIo.,  where  he  spent  his  youthful 
days,  subsequently  entering  the  Eclectic  Aledical 
College  of  Cincinnati,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  1874.  After  taking  a thorough 
course  at  the  Louisville  (Ivy.)  Aledical  College, 
he  graduated  in  1876,  and  later,  in  1879,  gradu- 
ated from  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Aledical  College 
of  New  York,  and  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  since  that  time.  Prior  to  this, 
however,  in  1874.  he  had  entered  upon  his  career, 
the  scenes  of  his  labors  being  in  the  Choctaw  Na- 
tion. In  1882  he  came  to  Rocky  Comfort  and 
here  he  has  already  established  a large  practice, 
which,  however,  is  mostly  confined  to  his  office,  his 
patients  coming  from  far  and  near  to  consult  him, 
as  he  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most 
skillful  surgeons  and  specialists  in  the  State.  He 
is  a hard  student,  and  keeps  thoroughly  apace  with 
. the  strides  which  are  constantly  being  made  iu  his 
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profession,  and  takes  a number  of  leading  medical 
journals.  He  has  been  twice  married — iirst,  in 
July,  1S76.  to  Miss  Emma  Copeland,  born  at 
Wheelock,  Ind.  Ter.,  who  passed  to  her  tinal  home  in 
1877.  He  married  his  present  wife  on  November 
10,  1880,  and  one  child,  Eula  (now  seven  years  of 
age),  is  the  result  of  this  marriage.  Mrs.  Sager 
was  formerly  Mrs.  Florence  Holman,  and  she  is 
numbered  among  the  worthy  members  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church.  Dr.  Sager  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  order,  and  is  classed  among  the 
leading  and  well-to-do  citizens  of  Little  River 
County. 

P.  J.  Sandefur.  Of  the  many  prominent  and 
worthy  citizens  of  Little  River  County,  none  are 
more  deserving  of  mention  than  Mr.  Sandefur, 
who  has  for  so  long  a time  been  so  closely  con- 
nected with  its  material  interests.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Alabama,  in  1830,  being  one  of  nine 
children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living,  born,  to  the 
marriage  of  Patrick  H.  and  Sarah  (Dickinson) 
Sandefur,  both  of  whom  owed  their  nativity  to 
Alabama.  The  father  was  of  Scotch-English  de- 
scent. In  1S35  they  immigrated  to  what  is  now 
Little  River  County,  Ark.,  being  among  the  first 
settlers,  and  here  the  father  purchased  unimproved 
land,  which  he  set  about  converting  into  a good 
farm.  He  made  his  home  here  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1859  in  Washington.  Hemp- 
stead County,  whither  he  had  gone  for  his  daugh- 
ters, who  were  attending  school,  and  were 
threatened  with  the  small-pox.  P.  J.  Sandefur 
has  been  a resident  of  this  county  ever  since  his 
fifth  year,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  Being  reared  on  a farm,  he  was  early  in- 
itiated in  farm  duties,  and  it  was  bat  natural  per- 
haps that  in  choosing  an  occupation  in  life,  he 
should  select  farming,  which  calling  has  since  oc- 
cupied his  attention.  His  marriage  to  Miss  M.  J. 
Mallow  was  consummated  in  1852.  She  was  born 
in  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  in  1829,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Lotta  (Gertner)  Mallow, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Virginia.  They  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Hempstead  County. 
Ark.,  and  their  death  occurred  in  Collin  County, 
Tex.,  whither  they  had  moved  in  1855.  ' Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sandefur  were  the  parents  of  ten  children  — 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters  - nine  of  whom 
survive:  Benjamin  P. , Patrick,  Henry,  Sadie  (wif.- 
of  S.  W.  McKneely),  Leon,  Maria  (wife  of  R.  S. 
Cluty tor),  Willie.  Dadie  (wife  of  H.  C.  Head),  and 
Lillie.  Mrs.  Sandefur  had  previously  been  mar 
vied  to  a Mr.  McClary,  by  whom  she  had  two  chil- 
dren, only  one  of  whom,  Jesse  McClary,  is  now 
living.  Mr.  Sandefur  is  one  of  the  representative 


farmers  of  Franklin  Township,  and  his  honorable 
and  upright  bearing  have  won  for  him  a host  of 
friends.  His  farm,  on  which  he  lives,  is  located 
about  twelve  miles  east  of  Richmond,  and  com- 
prises 300  acres  of  good  land,  with  about  120  aere.- 
uudei  cultivation.  He  has  this  finely  improved, 

, and  always  raises  a good  crop,  and  on  this  farm  is 
i an  orchard,  which  is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the 
! finest  in  the  county.  The  Cumberland  Presbyte- 
rian Church  numbers  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sandefur  among 
its  most  respected  members. 

Henry  M.  Sandefur,  merchant  of  Peyton ville. 
is  a native-born  resident  of  Franklin  Township. 
Little  River  County,  being  a son  of  P.  J.  Sandefur, 
a worthy  pioneer  of  this  county,  a sketch  of  whose 
life’  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  opened 
bis  eyes  to  the  light  of  this  world  on  September 
28,  1856,  and  was  the  third  of  a family  of  ten  chil- 
dren. He  .was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and 
; obtained  such  an  education  as  the  common  schools 
of  Little  River  County  afforded.  In  the  fall  of 
1885  he  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits,  the  scene 
i of  his  operations  being  Peytonville,  and  in  this  be 
has  continued  very  successfully  ever  since.  He 
does  a large  and  paying  business,  carrying  a stock 
of  general  merchandise  valued  at  $2,000.  In  1887 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Peytonville.  and  is 
now  very  satisfactorily  discharging  the  duties  of 
j that  office,  in  connection  with  bis  store.  His  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Belle  Goodfellow,  a native  of  Mis- 
souri, was  consummated  in  1886,  and  their  union 
haS  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  one  child.  In  con- 
nection with  his  interests  in  Peytonville,  Mr.  Sande 
i fur  is  the  owner  of  370  acres  of  choice  laud,  about 
I 215  of  which  are  under  cultivation,  and  very  valua- 
ble. In  his  political  views  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Han- 
cock. He  is  a jovial,  good-hearted  fellow,  and  has 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  associates,  and 
all  with  whom  he  does  business.  Mrs.  Sandefur 
is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

C.  A.  Schuman.  a substantial  planter  of  Rocky 
Comfort,  was  born  in  Dresden.  Germany,  on  August 
19,  1848,  being  a son  of  Augustus  and  Christina 
(Hempel)  Schuman,  both  natives  of  Dresden,  the 
former  born  on  January  P>.  1821.  He  was  a son 
of  John  Schuman,  a native  of  Dresden,  born  about 
1782.  who  departed  this  life  in  1858.  Augustus 
; Schuman  was  an  architect  by  occupation,  and  both 
be  and  wife  received  their  final  summons  in  their 
native  city,  lie  in  1858,  and  she  in  1884.  They 
i were  the  parents  of  three  children  — two  sons  and 
; one  daughter — viz.:  C.  A.,  Adolph  and  Clara. 

The  latter  is  now  living  in  Dresden.  Germany.  C. 

I A.  Schuman  was  educated  in  the  technical  school 
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of  his  native  city,  and  engaged  in  technics  in  his 
native  country  until  1809,  when  he  emigrated  to 
(he  United  States.  Upon  landing  at  New  York  he 
came  directly  through  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  but 
remained  there  only  six  months,  and  then,  after 
visiting  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
with  a view  to  locating,  he  finally  selected  Jack- 
suuport,  Ark.,  as  the  scene  of  his  labors,  and  here 
he  established  his  residence.  He  purchased  a gun 
shop,  and  sent  for  his  brother.  Adolph,  who  was  a 
gunsmith  by  trade,  and  they  conducted  this  busi- 
ness very  successfully  until  in  November,  1873, 
when  their  place  was  visited  by  fire  and  entirely 
destroyed.  They  then  started  for  Paris,  Tex. , but 
on  their  way.  stopped  at  Rocky  Comfort,  and  be- 
ing pleased  with  the  location,  they  opened  a gun 
shop,  and  took  up  their  residence  at  this  place. 
They  soon  added  a line  of  general  merchandise, 
and  were  conducting  these  interests,  when  on  May 
21,  1879,  their  store  was  entered  by  burglars,  and 
in  defending  his  property,  the  brother.  Aclolph, 
was  killed.  The  following  December,  Mr.  Schu- 
man  commenced  business  on  his  own  responsibility, 
dealing  in  general  merchandise,  and  carried  on  this 
business  very  successfully  until  1883,  when  he 
gave  it  up  to  engage  in  farming.  He  owns  about 
810  acres  of  land  in  this  county,  about  100  acres 
being  under  cultivation,  and  eighty  acres  lying 
within  four  miles  of  Little  Rock.  Since  coming 
to  this  place  Mr.  Schuman  has  taken  a prominent 
part  iu  the  affairs  of  this  county,  having  served  as 
tax  collector,  and  ho  is  now  acting  as  school  di- 
rector of  his  district,  having  been  elected  for  a 
term  of  nine  years.  He  belongs  to  the  K.  of  H., 
and  both  he  and  wife  are  church  members,  he  be- 
longing to  the  German  Lutheran,  and  she  to  the 
Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  was  formerly  Miss 
Eliza  Simpson,  a native  of  this  county,  and  they 
were  married  on  December  19,  1877.  One  child. 
Clara,  has  been  born  to  this  marriage. 

Robert  M.  Scott.  On  a line,  well-improved 
farm,  lying  about  five  miles  southeast  of  Rich 
mond.  surrounded  by  every  comfort,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  leads  a happy  and  contented  life.  He 
is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  representative  and 
influential  agriculturists  of  the  county,  and  is 
classed  among  its  best  citizens.  His  farm  com- 
prises 199  acres  of  choice  land,  and  ho  devotes 
his  time  and  attention  to  tilling  the  110  acres 
which  are  under  cultivation.  Originally  from  Wil- 
cox County,  Ala.,  he  was  ushered  into  the  world 
on  September  9,  1821,  being  a son  of  Robert  H. 
and.  Sarah  (Nicholson)  Scott.,  natives  of  South  and 
North  Carolina,  respectively.  They  were  married 
in  the  former  State,  and  soon  after  moved  to  Ala- 


bama (about  1818),  thence,  in  1834.  to  Little 
River  County,  Ark.,  where  they  made  their  home 
until  1807,  when  they  moved  to  Pope  County,  and 
there  they  both  passed  from  life.  When  they  first 
came  to  Arkansas,  they  settled  on  what  is  now 
known  as  Pine  Prairie,  in  Little  River  County,  be- 
ing among  the  very  early  settlers,  and  here  the  fa- 
ttier, who  was  a great  hunter,  indulged  very  freely 
in  that  sport.  He  was  a prominent  and  influential 
citizen,  and  for  a number  of  years  held  t he  office  of 
county  judge.  His  father  was  born  in  Virginia,  of 
Scotch -Irish  parentage.  Of  the  eight  children 
born  to  his  marriage,  only  two  are  now  living: 
Robert  M.  and  Thomas  N.  The  former  came  to 
this  county  with  his  parents  in  his  eighth  year,  and 
was  here  reared  and  made  his  home  until  1S67,  at 
which  time  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Pope 
County,  Ark.  After  an  absence  of  twelve  years, 
he  returned  to  this  county,  where  he  has  ever  since 
resided,  and  proved  himself  to  be  a good  citizen. 
He  is  an  enterprising  and  public-spirited  gentle- 
man, and  aids  with  his  support  and  encourage- 
ment. all  measures  for  the  good  of  the  community. 
During  the  late  war,  he  enlisted,  in  July,  1801,  in 
Company  K,  Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  for 
the  first  year  served  as  private,  He  was  then  pro- 
moted to  first  lieutenant,  and  participated,  iu  the 
battles  of  Columbus,  Ky.,  New  Madrid.  Mo.,  and 
Island  No.  10.  At  this  latter  battle  he  was  capt- 
ured. and  taken  to  Camp  Douglas,  where  he  was 
retained  from  April,  to  September.  1802,  when  he 
was  sent,  to  Vicksburg  and  exchanged.  His  regi- 
ment,  was  then  reorganized,  and  went  to  Port 
! Hudson.  Here  he  was  again  taken  prisoner,  and 
| after  being  retained  at  New  Orleans  from  July,  un- 
i til  December  21.  he  made  his  escape  and  went  to 
Meridian,  and  was  then  sent  west  of  the  Mississip- 
pi River  to  rejoin  his  command.  He  surrendered 
at  Marshall,  Tex.,  in  June,  1865. 

James  K.  Taafe.  No  name  is  more  closely 
associated  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  this 
county  than  the  one  that  heads  this  sketch,  for  it  is 
borne  by  a man  who  is  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and 
has  al  ways  been  numbered  among  its  most  substan- 
tial and  prominent  citizens.  He  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  of  this  world  in  Sevier  County. 
Ark.,  in  1830,  being  the  eldest  of  nine  children. 

I six  of  whom  are  still  living,  born  to  Joseph  English 
and  wife.  The  former  was  born  in  Ireland,  and 
I there  spent  his  life  until  he  had  attained  his  eight  • 

| eenth  year,  when  he  came  to  the  United  States  and 
; chose  a location  in  Sevier  County,  Ark.  He  was 
! one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  county,  and  was  one 
of  its  most  prominent  and  influential  citizens,  hav- 
| ing  served  as  Representative,  and  also  as  Senator 
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for  a number  of  years.  He  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  in  bis  political  views  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party.  His  wife,  formerly  Miss  Sarah 
J.  English,  was  born  in  Indiana,  and  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  English,  and  both  she  and  her  hus- 
band departed  this  life  where  our  subject  now 
lives.  The  father  took  great  pains  to  educate  his 
children,  and  James  K.  received  a very  fair  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  this  county.  His 
marriage  with  Jane  (Lemons)  Smith  was  consum- 
mated  in  1858,  and  by  her  he  became  the  father  of 
the  following  children:  George  (deceased),  James 
(deceased),  Joseph,  John  and  Fanny.  She  died  in 
1878,  and  the  following  year  Miss  Alary  B.  Bell, 
daughter  of  John  Z.  and  Martha  J.  (Scott)  Bell, 
the  former  of  whom  died  in  Virginia,  while  serv 
iug  in  the  Confederate  cause,  under  Gen.  Lee,  and 
the  latter  in  Indian  Territory,  about  1870.  became 
his  wife.  This  latter  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  six  children,  only  four  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Jesse  E.,  Mary  B. , Sarah  and  Eva.  Mr.  Taafe 
has  always  been  a resident  of  this  county,  and 
during  his  life  has  amassed  considerable  property. 
He  owns  480  acres  of  valuable  pine  land,  forty 
acres  lying  in  the  town  site  of  Rocky  Comfort, 
besides  160  acres  of  choice  land  lying  in  the  Red 
River  bottom,  about  seventy-five  acres  of  which  are 
under  cultivation.  In  politics  he  is  a strong  Dem- 
ocrat, and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  east  for 
Franklin  Pierce.  During  the  war  he  served  as 
constable  of  this  township  for  a number  of  years. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  The 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  of  Rocky 
Comfort,  numbers  his  wife  among  its  most  esteemed 
members,  and  although  he  is  a firm  believer  also  in 
the  doctrines  expounded  by  that  denomination,  he 
does  not  belong  to  any  religious  body. 

John  S.  Walker,  Jr.,  county  and  circuit  clerk 
of  Little  River  County,  was  chosen  to  occupy  his 
present  position  by  the  Democracy  in  1S88,  and  is 
now  filling  tho  duties  of  that  office  in  a manner 
highly  creditable  to  himself,  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  community  at  large.  He  was  born  in  Se- 
vier County,  and  moved  to  Little  River  County  in 
1877,  his  birth  having  occurred  July  88,  1861, 
and  his  boyhood  days  and  early  youth  were  -pent 
in  attending  the  common  country  schools  until  the 
age  of  nineteen  years,  when  he  entered  the  State 
University  for  one  term,  after  which  he  came  home, 
and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  rented 
land,  and  conducted  these  interests  so  well  that  lie 
was  soon  able  to  farm  oil  his  own  land.  Ho  now 
owns  860  acres  of  land,  with  about  325  acres  under 
cultivation,  on  which  is  raised  seventy-five  to  one 
hundred  bales  of  cotton  annually.  This  land,  with 


the  exception  oi’  about  240  acres,  which  came  in 
his  possession  by  marriage,  has  all  been  acquired 
bv  his  own  exertions  and  good  business  abilitv. 
In  1885  he  turned  his  attention  to  merchandising, 
the  scene  ot  his  operations  being  at  Brownstown, 
Sevier  County,  where  he  did  a large  business, 
under  the  firm  name  of  P.  S.  Kinsworthy  & Co., 
hut  continued  in  this  business  but.  one  year,  and 
then  returned  to  his  farm,  which  he  tilled  until 
1888.  when  be  was  elected  to  his  present  office. 
Mr.  Walker  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  1887,  was  Miss  Annie 
Goolsby,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Goolsby, 
natives  of  this  county,  and  one  child.  Floyd  (born 
November  28,  1SS7),  was  the  result  of  this  mar- 
riage. The  wife  died  December  1,  1887,  and  July 
18.  1881),  Mr.  Walker  was  wedded  to  her  sister. 
Myrtie.  The  present.  Mrs.  Walker  is  a much  es- 
teemed member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only 
child  born  to  John  S.  and  Mattie  E.  (Kinsworthy) 
\Y  alker,  natives  of  Georgia  and  Arkansas,  re- 
spectively. The  former  came  to  this  State  in  1859. 
He  has  principally  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  since  the  war.  excepting  ten  years  that 
he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  in  Little 
River  County,  upon  a farm  now  owned  jointly  by 
himself  and  only  son.  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
During  the  late  war  he  was  a colonel  in  the  Con- 
federate army.  He  was  captured  at  Fort  Sumter, 
avid  sent  to  Johnson  Island,  where  he  was  retained 
until  1865,  at  which  time  he  came  home,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  commission  business  at  Brownstown. 
Sevier  County,  Ark.,  which  occupied  his  attention 
for  some  time.  Ho  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
Southern  Oil  Company  for  the  past  three  years, 
which  position  he  has  filled  with  credit  to  himself 
and  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  company.  He  and 
wife  are  both  worthy  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  greatly  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  them.  Politically 
he  is  a Democrat. 

Jacob  Willard.  He  whose  name  heads  tins 
sketch  is  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Red 
River  Township,  Little  River  County,  and  owes 
his  nativity  to  Mississippi,  where  he  was  born  in 
1832,  being  a son  of  D.  B.  Willard  and  wife,  h<  • 
Nancy  Rachel  (Weaver)  Curry.  The  former  was 
born  in  Ohio  in  1809,  of  French  descent.  Early  in 
life  ho  emigrated  to  Mississippi,  and  later  to 
Louisiana,  where  ho  passed  from  life  in  1 8s5.  in 
his  eighty  fifth  year,  leaving  a widow  who  still 
survives  and  makes  her  home  in  Louisiana.  Six 
of  their  seven  children — three  sons  and  foni 
daughters — lived  to  maturity,  and  five  of  them  are 
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si  ill  living.  Jacob  Willard  passed  his  life  up  to 
the  age  of  ten  years  in  Mississippi,  but  in  1842  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Louisiana,  and  there 
lie  crew  to  manhood,  and  obtained  a limited  edu- 
cation. In  1874  he  immigrated  to  Little  Rock 
County,  Ark.,  and  here  he  has  ever  since  resided, 
on  his  farm  of  400  acres  (100  of  which  are  under 
cultivation),  lying  on  Red  River,  about  seven  miles 
south  of  Richmond.  He  farms  this  land  himself 
and  tills  it  well,  getting  from  thirty-five  to  fifty 
bushels  of  corn  and  about  a bale  of  cotton  to  the 
acre.  When  he  first  came  to  Arkansas,  this  land 
was  mostly  unimproved,  and  he  has  since,  by  his 
untiring  energy  and  industry,  brought  it  to  its 
present  high  state  of  development.  In  1884  he 


had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife,  to  whom  he 
had  been  married  in  1859.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Miss  Laura  Ann  Yarbaugh,  and  she  was  a native 
of  Louisiana.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  this 
marriage,  but  two  are  now  living:  D.  B.  and 
Angie.  In  1887  he  took  a second  wife  in  the  per' 
son  of  Miss  Ida  Franks,  who  was  born  in  Tennes- 
see, but  reared  to  womanhood  in  Illinois.  She  is 
au  earnest  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
Willard  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  cause  in  IS* 54, 
joining  Company  C,  Sixth  Louisiana  Cavalry,  in 
which  he  served  as  private  until  the  surrender. 
He  is  a Master  Mason,  affiliating  with  Red  River 
Lodge  No.  74,  A.  F.  & A.  M. , at  Richmond. 
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Then  none  was  for  party; 

Then  all  were  for  the  State: 

Then  the  great  man  helped  the  poor, 

And  the  poor  man  loved  the  great. — Lord  Macaulay. 
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EVADA  County  was  organ- 
ized in  accordance  with  an 
act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Stale,  approved 
March  20.  1ST!.  The  first 
term  of  the  county  court 
convened  on  May  8, 1871 , at 
Mount  Moriah,  the  tempo- 
rary county  seat,  Judge  D. 
C.  Tuttle  presiding.  The  court  be- 
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subdivided  into  municipal  town 
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ing  fully  organized,  the  county  was 


£ 


liJfii j~L 


ships  named  as  follows:  Red  Land. 
Union,  Jackson.  Caney,  Missouri. 
Albany  Alabama  and  Taylor.  After- 
ward, on  October  8,  1871,  the  court 
being  in  session,  the  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  governor  to  locate 
the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county, 
made  their  report,  which  report  was 
USjN"  accepted,  and  the  place  selected  was 

**  named  by  t be  court.  Rosston,  it  be- 

ing on  Section  21,  Township  21  south,  Range  21 
west.  Here  the  county  seat  remained  until  the 
year  1877,  when  it  was  removed  to  Prescott, 
where  it  has  ever  since  and  still  remains.  The 
question  of  its  removal  from  Rosston  to  Prescott 
was  submitted  to  the  legal  voters  of  the  county  on 
May  H),  187  i,  when  1.107  votes  were  cast  in  favor 
of  the  removal,  and  002  against  the  removal.  The 


order  for  the  removal  was  made  by  the  county  court 
on  July  2 of  that  year. 

The  court-house,  which  is  a substantial  two- 
storv  brick  building,  with  county  offices  on  the  first 
floor  arid  court-room  on  the  second,  stands  on 
Block  38  of  the  original  plat  of  Prescott.  It  was 
completed  in  1885.  The  county  jail,  a wooden 
building  with  jailer’s  residence  on  the  first  floor, 
and  prisoners’  cells  on  the  second,  and  standing  on 
the  most  northern  corner  of  the  public  squat e.  was 
set  on  fire  by  the  prisoners  in  January,  1500,  and' 
burned  down.  On  the  occasion  no  one  was  in- 
jured. but  one  prisoner  made  his  escape.  The 
county  owns  a “county  farm,’’  consisting  of 


about  four  miles 


...  225 
southeast  of  the 
are  suo- 


acres  lying 

county  seat.  The  paupers  of  the  county 
ported  oti  this  farm. 

The  county  is  now  subdivided  into  thirteen 
municipal  townships,  viz.:  Broughton,  Missouri. 
Emmet.  Albany,  Parker.  Alabama.  Taylor.  C'anev. 
Georgia,  Red  Land.  Union.  Jackson  and  Leake. 

The  following  list  of  names  include  those  indi- 
viduals of  Nevada  County  who  have  occupied  offi- 
cial positions  with  date  of  service  annexed: 

Judges — D.  C.  Tuttle,  1871:  J.  W.  Meek 
IS 1 2;  * * * \\  . H.  Prescott.  187-1— SO:  J.  F 

Wallace,  .1880-84;  G.  A.  Hale,  1884-80;  John  M 
Pittman,  1880-88;  George  A.  Robinson,  1S8S-90 
.Sheriffs— J.  S.  jVandergrilT,  1571-72:  J.  V 
Hulse,  1872-74;  J.  R.  White,  1574-80:  \V.  L 
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I {right.  1 S80-82 ; B.  F.  J ordan.  1882-S4;  Oscar 
Phillips,  1884-80;  James  S.  Began,  1880-88;  Ed 
Hi  >od,  1888-90. 

Clerks — A.  B.  Carsons,  1871-72;  7V.  B.  White. 
1872-80;  G.  M.  T.  Christopher,  1880-84;  George 
W.  Terry,  18S4-SS;  John  E.  Portis,  1SSS-90. 

Treasurers — T.  W.  Hammon,  1871;  Henry 
Boss,  1872;  William  S.  McDaniel.  1872-76;  J.  B. 
McCracken,  1870-78;  W.  L.  Bright,  1878— SO; 
William  Brown,  1880-84;  W.  J.  Blake,  1884-86; 

B.  F.  Jordon,  1880-88;  C.  C.  Block.  18SS-90. 
Coroners-— Samuel  Weaver,  1871-72;  D.  S. 

Salt er white,  1872-74;  L.  C.  Purtie,  1874-76;  J. 
J.  McClure,  1876-80;  T.  M.  Thomas.  1880-82; 
L C.  Purtie,  1882-84;  H.  H.  Myars,  1884-86;  V. 
W.  Edwards,  1SS6-8S;  S.  S.  Brooks,  1888-90. 

Surveyors — W.  H.  Prescott,  1871-72;  E. 
Bockett,  1872-74;  S.  C.  Martin,  1874-76;  J.  T. 
Gossett,  1876-78;  C.  H.  Moore,  1S78-S0;  C.  H., 
Moore.  1880  (deceased,  and  term  completed  by 
John  Cutter);  G.  W.  Gatlin,  1882-84;  J.  T.  Gos- 
sett, 1884-86;  Elmore  Nelson,  1886-90. 

Assessors — John  Meeks,  1871;  J.  C.  Miller. 
1872-73;  -J.  YandergrilT,  1873-74;  J.  A.  White- 
sides,  1874-80;  B F.  Jordan.  1SS0-82;  Alex 
Brown,  18S2-S4;  John  Parker,  1884-86;  John  G. 
Purefoy,  1886-90. 

State  Senators — Hempstead  and  Nevada  Coun- 
ties in  1873,  John  Brooker;  same  counties  for 
1874-77,  J.  K.  Jones;  same  counties,  1879-81, 

C.  E.  Mitchell;  same  counties  again — it  being  the 
Twentieth  District — 1883-85,  C.  M.  Norwood; 
same  district,  1887,  F.  M.  Thompson. 

Bepresentatives  in  Legislature — Nevada  and 
Columbia  Counties,  constituting  the  Eighteenth 
District,  for  1873,  W.  M.  C.  lleid.  W.  A.  Beasley 
and  J.  C.  Walker;  same  for  1874;  Nevada  alone 
from  this  time  forward:  J.  PI.  T.  Dodson, 

1871-70;  Thomas  C.  McBea,  1S76-7S;  John  E. 
Loudermilk,  1878-80.  John  A.  Ainsley.  1880-84; 
E.  E.  White,  1881-86;  J.  A.  Ainsley,  1886-88. 

It  is  not  known  what  the  population  of  Nevada 
Cou  nty  was  when  it  was  organized,  but  in  1880  it 
consisted  of  9,236  white  and  3,722  colored  people, 
making  a total  of  12,958,  and  of  these  125  were 
foreign -born  citizens.  Since  1.880  there  has  been 
a large  immigration  to  the  county,  and  consequently 
a great  increase  in  the  population,  which  will  be 
shown  by  the  forthcoming  report  of  t lie  United 
•States  census  of  1890. 

The  political  aspect  of  the  county  is  shown  by 
tit"  following:  At  the  September  election  in  1888, 

Juntos  P.  Eagle,  Democratic  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor received  526  votes,  and  his  opponent,  C.  M. 
Norwood,  Union  Labor  and  Combined  Opposition 


! candidate,  received  S80  votes.  At  the  November 
j election  of  the  same  year  the  several  candidates 
i for  the  presidency  of  the  United  States  received 
| votes  as  follows:  Cleveland,  1 ,025;  Harrison,  609: 
Streeter,  042;  Fisk,  11.  According  to  these  figures 
I the  opposition  to  the  Democracy  at  the  September 
election  was  combined,  and  at  the  November  elec- 
j tion  it  was  pretty  equally  divided  between  the  Re- 
publican and  Union  Labor  candidates. 

The  statistics  here  presented  taken  from  the  last 
: published  report  of  the  State  superintendent  of 
| public  instruction  will  indicate  the  workings  of  the 
j tree-school  system  in  Nevada  County: 

Scholastic  population  — White,  males,  1,902,  fe~ 

| males,  1,605,  total,  3,507 ; colored,  males,  882,  fern  ales, 
i 840,  total,  1,002.  Number  of  pupils  taught  in  the 
■ public  schools-— white,  males,  1,290,  females,  1.111, 

| total,  2,401 ; colored,  males,  430,  females,  437,  total, 
j 873.  Number  of  school  districts,  65.  Number  of 
! teachers  employed,  males,  00,  females,  21,  total, 
87.  Average  monthly  salaries — first  grade,  males. 

: 845,  females,  830;  second  grade,  males,  837.50,  fe 
j males,  830:  third  grade,  males,  827.50,  females,  825. 

The  above  statistics  are  for  the  year  ending 
; June  30,  1888.  The  amount  of  money  expended 
! in  the  county  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools  during 
! this  year  was  87.487.91.  Of  this  amount,  87,358.78 
i was  paid  to  teachers  and  the  balance  was  paid  to  the 
1 county  treasurer  as  his  commission.  According  to 
! the  foregoing  published  statistics  only  sixty-seven 
! per  cent  *of  the  white  and  fifty -two  per  cent  of 
! the  colored  scholastic  population  were  taught  in 
I the  public  schools.  This  is  a bad  showing,  and 
! does  not  do  the  people  justice,  the  report  of  the 
1 enrollment  in  the  schools  being  incorrect.  Mr. 

| George  Wr.  Gatlin,  county  examiner,  in  submitting 
i his  report  to  the  State  superintendent,  in  Septem- 
! her,  18SS,  wrote  as  follows: 

■‘The  free  schools  are  growing  in  popularity 
and  efficiency  at  a very  great,  rate.  Notwitlistand 
i ing  the  opposition  to  the  free- school  system,  great 
‘ progress  has  been  achieved,  and  the  masses  have 
concluded  to  depend  on  the  free  schools  for  the 
education  of  their  children.  The  enumeration  re- 
port is  the  only  part  that  is  in  anyway  nearly 
i correct.  A great  many  districts  failed  to  report 
enrollment  and  finance.” 

The  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  require 
1 the  teachers,  instead  of  directors,  to  report  the  en- 
! rollinent  in  their  schools,  before  being  entitled  to 
their  final  pay.  If  the  law  was  so  amended,  the 
enrollment  in  the  schools  would  be  fully  reported, 
and  a much  better  showing  in  regard  to  the  .sup- 
port of  the  schools  would  appear. 

In  the  settlement,  of  the  country  now  embraced 
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in  Nevada  County,  the  Methodists  were  the  pio- 
neer Christian  workers.  They  were  followed  by 
the  Presbyterians  and  Baptists,  and  later  came 
other  denominations.  The  several  denominations 
with  organizations  now  within  the  county  are  those 
named  above,  together  with  Cumberland  Presby- 
terians. Christians,  Methodist  Protestants,  Episco- 
palians and  Roman  Catholics.  Of  the  Baptists  there 
are  several  kinds,  such  as  Missionary,  Free-Will, 
etc.  The  Methodist,  Missionary  Baptist  and  Cum 
berland  Presbyterian  are  much  the  strongest  de- 
nominations in  the  county,  and  the  relative  strength 
of  these  is  in  the  order  named.  The  other  denomi- 
nations, excepting,  probably,  the  Methodist  Prot- 
estant, have  limited  their  work  mostly  to  the  towns 
and  villages.  The  three  named  as  the  strongest 
have  organizations  in  the  country,  as  well  as  in  the 
towns  and  villages.  The  location  of  many  of  the 
churches  has  been  given  with  the  towns  where  lo- 
cated. The  county  is  so  well  provided  with  church 
and  Sunday-school  privileges  that  no  one  need 
want  for  a place  to  worship  in  fellowship. 

The  first  term  of  the  Nevada  Circuit  Court  con- 
vened at  Mount  Moriah  July  3,  1871,  Judge 
George  W.  McCown  presiding.  At  this  term  the 
first  grand  and  petit  jurors  for  the  county  were  se- 
lected and  sworn.  Those  constituting  the  grand 
jury  were  John  Weaver,  George  \Y.  Sandefur,  J. 

C.  Beasley,  James  Y.  McCauley,  P.  P.  Nichols,  J. 

D.  Ragan,  II.  C.  Carroll,  P.  W.  Clark,  L.  C.  Pir 
tie,  John  D.  Davis,  Green  Bennett,  James  L.  Mc- 
Natt,  N.  P.  Brooks,  L.  B.  Moore,  James  Wheat 
and  T.  K.  Edwards.  J.  D.  Ragan  was  appointed 
foreman.  The  members  of  the  petit  jury  were  W. 
P.  Russell,  John  S.  Thompson,  J.  A.  Inman,  George 
\Y.  McGraw,  W.  L.  Lewis,  James  Bennett,  W.  J. 
McDowell,  T.  J.  Wheat,  A.  C.  Lowry,  James  W. 
Weaver,  F.  M.  Sutton,  Iv.  L.  Daniel.  J.  D.  Wage, 
Robert  Matthews,  J.  M.  Mairston,  E.  L.  Martin- 
dale,  G.  W.  White,  J.  B.  Nations,  D.  P.  Hazzard. 
Thomas  Alsobrook.  W.  S.  White,  M C.  G.  Crosby, 
John  Mnnn  and  W.  A.  Gentry. 

The  county  of  Nevada  was  then,  as  now,  in  the 
Ninth  Judicial  District.  The  terms  of  the  circuit 
court  in  Nevada  begin  on  the  first  Monday  of  May 
and  November,  each  year,  and  hold  two  weeks. 
The  resident  attorneys  constituting  the  legal  bar 
of  this  county  are  G.  P.  Smoote,  T.  C.  McRea. 
John  11.  Arnold,  C.  C.  Hamby,  R.  E.  Wood,  W. 
V.  Thompkins,  M.  W.  Greeson,  Guy  Nelson  and 
T.  F.  Burns. 

The  criminal  record  of  Nevada  County  has  not 
been  extensive.  Several  murders  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  among  the  murderers  was  one  Albert 
Trammel,  a colored  man  who  was  legally  executed 


at  Rosston  in  1873,  for  the  murder  of  his  wife. 
This  is  the  only  legal  execution  of  a criminal  that 
has  taken  place  in  the  county.  Some  of  the  other 
offenders  have  been  tried  and  punished  in  the  peni  - 
tentiary, one  or  two  escaped  justice  by  flight-,  and 
some  were  found  “ not  guilty.” 

Nevada  County  as  now  constituted,  substan- 
tially escaped  the  ravages  of  the  Civil  War  of 
1801—05,  until  the  spring  of  1804.  when  Gen. 
Steele,  in  command  of  the  Federal  forces  at  Little 
Rock,  advanced  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a junc- 
tion with  the  army  of  Gen.  Banks  on  the  Red 
River.  After  being  reinforced  by  about  3.000 
troops  from  Fort  Smith  under  Gen.  Thayer,  Gen. 
Steele,  on  April  3.  1804,  crossed  the  Little 

Missouri  River  with  his  army  at  the  Elkin's  Ferry, 
and  entered  what  is  now  Nevada  County.  The 
Confederate  Gen.  Joe  Shelby  crossed  the  same 
river  five  miles  below,  and  marching  to  Steele's 
front  took  position  on  Prairie  Do  Anne.  Mean- 
while, Gens.  Price  and  Marmaduke  fortified  a 
position  five  miles  in  the  rear  of  this  prairie.  Here 
they  were  joined  by  Gen.  Gano  from  the  Indian 
Territory  with  several  regiments  of  Texans  and 
Choctaws.  After  crossing  the  Little  Missouri. 
Steele  was  delayed  several  days  in  building  roads 
and  getting  bis  army  through  the  muddy  bottom 
lands  to  solid  ground  on  Prairie  De  Anne.  After 
| speaking  of  the  incidents  occurring  April  11.  Air. 

John  N.  Edwards,  the  author  of  “Shelby  and  His 
i Me*u,”  thus  describes  the  battle  of  Prairie  De 
Anne:  “The  next  day,  about  2 o’clock  in  the 

evening,  Steele  came,  sure  enough,  driving  every- 
thing before  him  from  the  timber  and  pouring  line 
upon  line  upon  the  naked  prairie.  Shelby  was 
always  ready,  and  having  selected  his  position 
about  midway  between  the  camp  of  Steele  and  the 
fortifications  of  Price,  on  the  long  crest  of  a little 
, narrow  ridge,  prepared  quietly  for  the  desperate 
combat  close  at  hand.  Gen.  Steele  advanced 
slowly,  but  in  beautiful  array.  Far  as  the  eye 
! could  reach  might  be  seen  the  glitter  of  burnished 
arms  and  the  proud  flutter  of  embroidered  banners. 
The  skirmishers,  deployed  along  the  whole  front  in 
one  uubroken  line,  kept  exact  time  and  distance. 
Dockery  on  the  left  soon  quit  the  contest,  for  the 
force  thrown  upon  him  was  very  heavy,  and  nothing 
stood  between  the  Federal  hosts  and  Gen.  Price 
: but  the  iron  brigade,  drawn  up  ou  either  of  Col- 
lins’ immortal  battery.  Shelby  opened  fire  first 
. with  artillery,  and.  as  if  by  magic,  and  before 
almost  a shell  had  exploded,  two  magnificent  six- 
gun  batteries  galloped  up  in  advance  of  the  skir- 
mishers and  concentrated  a heavy  fire  upon  Collins 
I and  the  exposed  horsemen  bestriding  their  steeds 
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as  calmly  as  if  on  dross  parade.  Collins  fought 
on  under  a lire  more  destructive  than  even  he  had 
ever  endured  before.  The  two  batteries,  unable 
to  silence  his  guns,  were  reinforced  by  another, 
and  still  another,  until  twenty-four  pieces  of  can- 
non were  pouring  a hell  of  shot  and  shell  into  the 
ranks. 

“For  an  hour  or  more  the  artillery  light  con- 
tinued. Every  horse  and  seventeen  of  Collins’ 
men  lay  dead  and  wounded  among  the  guns, 
(treat  gaps  torn  in  the  cavalry  regiments  were 
coolly  tilled  up,  the  nearest  soldiers  frequently 
having  to  dismount  and  tenderly  remove  some  well- 
known  comrade  from  beneath  the  horses’  feet. 
Then  the  skirmishers  met  in  desperate  battle.  The 
cavalry  thrown  forward  by  Steele  was  shattered  ; 
and  driven  back;  three  batteries  changed  position  [ 
t wice,  and  finally  left  the  front  for  repairs.  Until  j 
night  did  this  lone  brigade  hold  13,000  men  and  j 
twenty-four  pieces  of  artillery  in  check,  repulsing  j 
three  separate  attacks.  Two  of  Collins’  guns  were  | 
withdrawn  by  hand,  and  Shelby  retired  only  after 
four  distinct  orders.  * * * Darkness  came  ! 

down  upon  the  vast  prairie,  yet  the  battle  was  not 
ended.  Steele  showed  signs  of  advancing,  and  ! 
Marmaduke  ordered  Shelby  to  attack  and  check  j 
him  effectually.  Deploying  his  entire  brigade,  I 
except  Gordon’s  regiment,  as  skirmishers,  he  j 
engaged  Steele’s  whole  army.  The  horizon  from  ; 
east  to  west  was  one  leaping,  incessant  blaze  of 
about  0,000  muskets,  lighting  up  the  very  sky  aud  ; 
making  night  hideous  with  their  screaming  mis  ! 
silos.  The  batteries,  too,  joined  in  the  combat  and 
burst  like  volcanoes  from  the  solid  earth,' throwing  i 
large  jets  of  flame  at  every  discharge,  while  from 
the  gloom  and  distance  came  the  wild  yells  of  the  ' 
Confederates  as  they  drove  a regiment  here  or  1 
gained  an  advantage  there.  Steele  at  midnight 
had  not  advanced  an  inch  when  Gen.  Shelby  with- 
drew his  command.  The  next  day  ho  again  went 
to  the  front  and  skirmished  heavily,  Steele  posi- 
tively refusing  battle  and  remaining  quietly  upon  : 
the  prairie,  secure  in  liis  concentrated  strength. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  Gen.  Price  would  not 
tight  in  the  position  chosen — indeed,  the  attempt, 
had  the  issue  been  made,  could  only  have  resulted 
in  severe  defeat,  and  checked  the  Federal  army 
but  a moment;  so  when  Gen.  Steele  advanced  the 
third  morning  upon  the  fortifications  he  found 
only  a few  lugs  and  shallow  ditches. 

“Two  roads  at  this  time  were  open  to  Gen. 
Steele  -one  to  Washington  and  the  other  to  Cam 
den.  Gens.  Marmaduke  and  Shelby  proposed  a 
plan  of  operations  which  necessitated  the  de- 
ploying of  one  division  to  cover  the  first  point. 


! and  one  division,  to  cover  the  other,  so  that  in 
whatever  direction  Stoelo  moved,  troops  were  upon 
his  front  and  rear.  Gen.  Price  thought  Steele's 
objective  point  was  Washington,  and  withdrew, 

I from  the  Camden  road  all  opposition.  Steele's 
i quick  eye  saw  the  outlet  instantly,  and  he  pushed 
| immediately  for  Camden.” 

After  the  tight  at  Poison  Springs.  Steele  passed 
i through  Camden,  and  from,  thence  back  to  Little 
Rock.  The  tight  on  Prairie  De  Anne  was  the  only 
j engagement  of  note  that  took  place  during  the  war. 

in  what  is  now  Nevada  County.  The  territory  of 
! which  the  county  is  composed  contributed  a large 
j number  of  soldiers  for  the  Confederate  army. 

The  towns  and  villages  of  Nevada  County  are  as 
follows : 

Boughton,  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad,  four 
miles  northeast  of  Prescott,  contains  a general 
store,  saw-mill,  post  office,  railroad  station,  and  a 
population  of  less  than  100. 

Bodcaw,  situated  in  Parker  Township,  sixteen 
miles  south  of  Prescott,  contains  a post-office,  gen- 
eral store,  a steam  grist  and  lumber  mill,  and  a 
cotton  gin. 

Bluff  City  is  a post-hamlet,  about  eighteen  miles 
southeast  of  Preston. 

Caney  is  a settlement  in  Jackson  Township 
twenty-four  miles  southeast  of  Prescott,  containing 
3 general  stores,  and  3 saw  and  grist  mills  and 
cotton-gins 

Clayton  is  a settlement  sixteen  miles  southwest 
of  Prescott,  and  seven  miles  east  of  Hope,  the 
nearest  railroad  station.  It  contains  2 general 
stores,  a grist-mill  and  cotton  gin,  3 churches  and 
a school. 

Delta,  in  the  extreme  southern  portion  of  the 
county,  contains  a post-office  and  general  store. 

Emmet,  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad,  seven 
and  a half  miles  southwest  of  Prescott,  contains  a 
water-power  flouring-mill,  2 general  stores,  a gro- 
cery, hotel.  2 churches,  a district  school,  post-office, 
railroad  depot,  express  office,  etc.,  and  a popula- 
tion of  about- 200. 

Falcon  is  the  post-office  of  a settlement  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  county,  containing  2 gen 
eral  stores,  mechanics’  shops,  a confectionery,  a 
church  and  district  school;  population  nearly  100. 

Prescott,  the  county  seat,  situated  on  the  Iron 
Mountain  Railroad  ninety-six  miles  southwest  of 
Little  Rock,  was  laid  out  and  settled  as  a town  in 
1 STB.  It  now  contains  a bank,  post-office,  10  or 
more  genera)  stores,  2 hardware,  I drug  and  0 
grocery  stores,  1 furniture  and  1 undertaker's  store, 
a millinery  store,  2 jewelry  stores,  a harness  store, 
livery  stable,  a restaurant,  a bakery,  2 hotels.  2 
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boarding-houses,  a meat  -market,  blacksmith,  boot 
and  shoe,  and  barber  shops,  a brickyard,  5 physi- 
cians, a dentist,  etc.  The  city  also  contains  a saw- 
mill, 2 planing-mills,  a shingle-mill,  with  turning 
lathes  and  other  machinery  for  general  woodwork, 
a grist-mill  and  cotton-gins,  a public  hall,  a two- 
story  frame  high-school  building,  with  seven  large 
and  commodious  school-rooms,  with  all  necessary 
halls  and  cloak  rooms,  and  the  following  churches: 
Methodist  Episcopal,  South,  Presbyterian,  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian,  Baptist,  Christian,  Episco- 
pal and  Catholic.  In  addition  to  these  the  colored 
people  have  live  churches.  Cotton,  lumber  and 
live  stock  are  shipped  extensively.  General  prod- 
! uce,  pelts,  furs,  wool  and  baled  hay  are  also 
shipped.  The  press  of  the  city  consists  of  the 
following:  The  Arkansaw  Dispatch  was  established 
in  1875.  Its  present  editor,  John  A.  Ansley,  took 
charge  of  it  in  1885.  It  is  an  eight-column  folio,  j 
and  advocates  the  principles  of  the  Union  Labor  j 
party.  The  Nevada  County  Picayune  was  estab-  j 
lished  in  1S7S,  and  is  now  published  by  J.  W.  ! 
Gardner,  whose  power  press  and  outfit  cost  over  \ 
83,500.  The  editors  are  Mr.  Gardner  and  E.  E. 
White.  It  is  a seven-column  folio,  and  advocates  j 
Democratic  principles.  The  Prescott  Democrat, 
also  a seven-column  folio,  was  established  in  I 
March.  1890,  by  J.  J.  Thomasson.  its  present 
proprietor.  In  politics  it  is  Democratic.  All  of  i 
| these  papers  are  neatly  printed  and  ably  edited,  j 
Each  has  a good  circulation. 

Preston  is  incorporated  as  a city  of  the  third  j 
class.  Its  present,  officers  are  John  H.  Arnold,  j 
mayor;  J.  A.  McCuller,  marshal;  Albert  Milner,  j 
recorder;  IT.  A.  Sykes  treasurer.  It  is  divided 
into  four  wards.  There  are  five  aldermen — one  , 
being  elected  in  each  ward  and  one  at  large.  The 
city  is  entirely  out  of  debt  and  has  money  in  its  j 
I treasury.  It  is  fitting  up  a park  of  eight  acres  of 
natural  forest  very  close  to  its  center.  The  site  of 
the  city  is  pleasant.  The  population  within  the  I 
corporate  limits  is  about  1,390. 

Willisville,  a post  village,  lies  in  Taylor  Town- 
ship. twenty-four  miles  south,  by  a little  east  of 
Prescott.  It  contains  two  country  stores,  a grist- 
mill and  cotton  gin. 

Nevada  County,  situated  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  Arkansas,  is  bounded  north  by  Pike  and 
Clark  Counties,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  , 
Little  Missouri  River,  east  by  Ouachita  County, 
south  by  Columbia,  and  west  by  Hempstead 
County.  It  embraces  portions  of  Townships  9 to 
15  inclusive  south  of  the  base  line,  and  portions  of 
Ranges  20  to  23  inclusive  west  of  the  Fifth  Principal 
Meridian.  Its  area  is  about  014  square  miles  or 


392,900  acres.  The.  surface  of  the  country  is  gener- 
ally undulating;  few  places  being  too  broken  for 
cultivation  or  too  level  for  drainage.  The  southern 
half  of  the  county  covers  the  apex  of  the  water-slied 
between  the  Ouachita  and  Red  Rivers;  the  small 
streams  on  the  east  side  flowing  to  the  tributaries 
of  the  Ouachita,  and  those  on  the  west  to  the 
tributaries  of  the  Red.  All  the  branches  and  rivu- 
lets of  the  northern  part  flow  to  the  Little  Missouri. 

Prairie  De  Anne,  a beautiful  little  inland 
prairie,  seven  miles  long  from  east  to  west,  is 
situated  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  closely 
surrounding  the  town  of  Prescott  on  the  east, 
north  and  west.  All  the  balance  of  the  county  was 
originally  covered  with  timber. 

The  principal  watercourse  is  the  Little  Missouri 
River,  a beautiful  stream  which  has  its  origin  in  the 
Caddo  Mountains.  It  Hows  in  a southeasterly  di 
rection  all  the  way  on  the  northern  boundary  line 
of  the  county.  Before  the  railroads  penetrated 
this  section  of  country,  small  steamers  navigated 
the  river  during  the  high  water  seasons  of  the  year. 
The  land  along  the  margin  of  the  river  is  fertile 
and  exceedingly  well  timbered,  except  where  it 
has  been,  partially  cut  away.  The  bottom  is  a 
valuable  stock  range.  It  has  a few  lagoons  and 
bayous,  and  is  not  considered  a sickly  stream.  The 
Terre  Rouge  Creek  is  the  next  largest  stream.  It 
rises  in  the  west  central  part  of  the  county  and 
flows  thence  in  a northeasterly  direction  and.  empties 
into  the  Little  Missouri  River.  It  has  a narrow 
and  dry  bottom,  well  timbered,  and  affords  good 
stock  range.  Canev  Creek  rises  in  the  southeast- 
era  portion  of  the  county,  and  flows  first  in  a 
northerly  and  then  in  a northeasterly  direction 
and  empties  into  the  Little  Missouri  near  the  north- 
east corner  of  the  coirntv.  This  creek,  with  its 
tributaries  drains  nearly  all  of  the  eastern  part  of 
the  county.  The  Bodeaw  is  a small  stream  in  the 
southwestern  portion  of  the  county,  which  flows 
south  into  the  Dorcheat.  a tributary  of  Red  River. 
The  land  bordering  on  the  Bodeaw  is  very  fertile. 
There  are  • a number  of  good  mineral  springs 
throughout  the  county,  the  most  noted  of  which  is 
Lackand  Springs,  thirteen  miles  southeast  of  Pres 
cott.  Good  well  water  is  generally  obtained  at 
moderate  depth,  but  in  Prescott  and  vicinity  the 
bored  wells  have  a depth  of  about  190  feet,  and 
the  best  of  water,  slightly  impregnated  with  sul- 
phur, is  obtained.  Cisterns  are  in  general  use. 
There  are  indications,  especially  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  county,  that  irou  and  coal  exist,  but  as 
no  mines  have  been  opened  it  is  not  known  to  what 
extent,  they  exist. 

The  county  is  remarkably  well  timbered.  Its 
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most  valuable  woods  are  yellow  pine,  every  variety 
of  oak  aud  hickory , sweet,  black  and  tupelo  gum, 
maple,  mulberry,  ash.  walnut,  birch,  beech,  syca- 
more, linn,  dogwood,  hackberrv,  holly,  red  and 
water  elm,  persimmon,  cypress,  beech,  walnut, 
hois  d'arc,  black  locust,  honey  locust,  wild  cherry, 
red  bud  and  sassafras. 

The  soil  of  the  southern  and  southwestern  por- 
tions of  the  county  is  sandy  loam.  wTell  adapted  to 
corn,  cotton,  potatoes,  vegetables  and  grapes. 
Dine  springs  abound  in  this  region.  In  the  cen- 
tral and  western  portions  the  soil  is  gray,  fertile 
and  susceptible  of  easy  cultivation.  The  soil  of 
the  northern  part  of  the  county  is  varied,  but  is 
mostly  red  and  very  fertile.  The  soil  of  Prairie 
Do  Anne  is  gray,  and  adapted  to  small  grain  and 
grasses,  the  native  grass  on  the  open  prairie  yield- 
ing from  two  to  three  tons  of  tine  hay  per  acre. 
There  is  some  very  line  black  land  on  the  south- 
west side  of  the  prairie,  though  the  red  land  pre- 
dominates. 

The  principal  products  are  corn,  cotton,  wheat, 
oats,  barley,  millet,  broom  corn,  sorghum,  sweet 
and  Irish  potatoes,  and  all  kinds  of  fruits  and  veg- 
etables. This  is  the  home  of  the  peach,  the  straw- 
berry and  the  vine.  Figs  also  do  well,  even  when 
not  well  cared  for. 

The  settlement  of  (now)  Nevada  County  began 
with  that  of  Clark  and  Hempstead  Counties  as 
early  perhaps  as  1812.  In  a very  early  day  a man 
by  the  name  of  Yanghau  and  a woman  called  Polly 
A aughau,  came  from  Mississippi  and  settled  on  the 
Little  Missouri  at  a point  subsequent! v called 
•Janes  Ferry.  Here  for  many  years  afterward 
Polly  kept  a hotel,  and  entertained  the  visitors 
from  the  South  to  Hot  Springs.  The  Vaughans 
claimed  the  Little  Missouri  upon  the  right  of  dis- 
covery. A Air.  Bassett  was  also  one  of  the  first 
settlers  on  the  Tittle  Missouri.  Among  the  first 
settlers  on  the  Terre  Rouge  was  Nick  Trammel, 
the  Crawfords  and  A\  hitesides,  and  later  James 
Cravens  and  Joseph  A\  bite:  on  the  Big  Caney  was 
the  Magness  family.  Jonathan  AYest  and  John  L. 
Eads  were  among  the  first,  settlers  on  Prairie  l)e 
Anne.  Joel  AValker,  a hunter,  followed  the  woods 
with  his  family  in  an  early  day.  but  never  became  a 
permanent  settler.  Nick  Trammel,  at  his  residence 
on  the  Terre  Rouge,  also  entertained  the  visitors 
and  health-seekers  from  the  South  on  their  way 
to  Hot  Springs.  These  planters  from  the  South 
had  plenty  of  money,  and  " Nick”  at  his  place  and 
" Polly  at  her  place,  got  much  of  their  specie. 
I he  settlement,  of  the  county  was  very  slow  and 
gradual  until  the  advent  of  the  Iron  Mountain 
Railway,  since  which  time  it  has  been  more  rapid. 
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There  is  room  yet  for  thousands  of  settlers  to  find 
homes  in  this  part  of  the  “Sunny  South.” 

Nevada  is  substantially  an  agricultural  county 
I where  “cotton  is  king.”  If  is  however  well 
j adapted  to  the  rasing  of  other  products,  but  taking 
j all  things  into  consideration,  it  is  probably  a little 
better  adapted  to  the  raising  of  cotton  than  any 
| other  single  commodity.  There  is  no  doubt,  liow- 
I ever,  but  that  its  pre-eminent,  success  as  a crop 
| depends  largely  upon  the  fact  that  it  gets  the  farm- 
j ers’  undivided  attention  and  care,  while  nearly 
! all  other  crops,  even  if  planted,  are  more  or  less 
j neglected.  Corn  comes  next  to  cotton,  but  the 
| stranger  passing  through  the  cotton-growing  sec- 
tions, will  always  observe  that  while 'the  cotton  is 
j thoroughly  cultivated,  the  corn  is  neglected,  and 
: weeds  and  grass  are  allowed  to  grow  with  it.  Some 
j farmers  recently  immigrated  are  practicing  diver - 
: silled  farming,  and  they  probably  will  work  a rev- 
; olution  on  the  old  methods  so  long  practiced  by 
j the  older  farmers. 

In  18S0  there  were  1.5G2  farms  in  Nevada 
j County,  averaging  157  acres  each.  The  census  of 
that  year  shows  that  in  1879,  23,173  acres  was  cul- 
tivated into  corn,  and  the  yield  was  253,222  bush- 
els; 1,329  acres  in  oats,  and  the  yield  was  1 1.851 
bushels;  685  acres  in  wheat,  and  the  yield  was 
2,807  bushels;  23,925  acres  in  cotton,  and  the  yield 
was  30.520  bales.  The  figures  showing  the  yield 
of  these  commodities  for  the  year  1889.  will  all  be 
! given  in  the  forthcoming  census  report  of  1890, 

] and  will  be  valuable  for  comparison  with  the  above 
I figures  to  show  the  increase  in  the  last  decade, 
i The  areas  planted  in  1879,  in  corn  and  cotton  were 
! not  widely  different,  but  the  value  of  the  cotton 
| was  many  times  that  of  the  corn.  The  small  acre- 
! age  planted  in  oats  and  wheat  shows  that  but 
! little  attention  was  paid  to  the  raising  of  these 
cereals. 

The  county  is  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of 
| live  stock,  and  some  attention  has  been  given  to 
| this  industry,  but  better  breeds  of  animals  are 
needed.  In  1886  the  Dumber  of  animals  listed 
: for  taxation  in  the  county  were  as  follows:  Horses 
1,870;  mules  and  asses  1,532.  cattle  11.  i <0;  sheep 
! 1,712;  hogs  15,234.  In  1889,  the  number  of  ani- 
mals in  the  county  listed  for  the  same  purpose  were: 
Horses  2,494:  mules  and  asses  1,671:  cattle  13.444; 
sheep  3,704;  hogs  18,731.  This  shows  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  animals  in  the  three  years — from 
1886  to  1889 — as  follows:  Horses  624:  mules  and 
asses  139;  cattle  1,073;  sheep  1,992;  hogs  3.49*. 
Certainly  this  is  a good  showing— a remarkable  in- 
crease in  so  short  a time. 

According  to  the  census  of  1SS0.  the  taxable 
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veal  estate  of  the  county  was  valued  for  taxation  in 
I 1870  at  §831,587,  and  the  personal  property  at 
§550,071;  making  a total  of  Si. 382,301,  and  the 
total  taxes  charged  (hereon  and  on  polls  was  825, 
337.  The  real  estate  of  the  county  for  the  year 
1SS0,  was  valued  for  taxation  at  899*3. 32S,  and  the 
personal  property  at  $1,001,880,  making  a total 
of  $1,995,214,  and  the  total  amount  of  tax 
charged  thereon  and  on  poll;-.,  is  $82,098.  The 
above  figures  do  not  show  any  remarkable  increase 
in  the  value  of  real  estate,  but  a very  marked  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  personal  property,  and  in  the 
grand  total,  with  a like  increase  in  the  amount  of 
I taxes  charged. 

The  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  Sc  Southern  Rail- 
| road  runs  southwesterly  across  the  northwestern 
portion  of  the  county  by  way  of  Broughton,  Pres- 
cott and  Emmet,  a distance  of  thirteen  miles.  Its 
line  through  the  county,  with  rolling  stock,  depots, 
etc.,  was  valued  in  1889  for  taxation  at  $193,725, 
and  was  listed  with  the  personal  property.  Thus 
it  is  seen  that  the  railroad  property  (not  including 
any  lands  owned  by  the  corporation  outside  of  the 
roadway)  constitutes  about  one-tenth  of  the  taxable 
property  of  the  county,  and  pays  a corresponding 
amount  of  the  annual  taxes. 

The  lumber  business  is  carried  on  very  exten- 
sively along  the  line  of  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad 
in  Nevada  County.  The  saw  and  planing  mill 
of  the  Prescott  Lumber  Company,  at  Prescott,  has 
a capacity  for  cutting  20,000  feet  and  planiDg  40,- 
000  feet  of  lumber  per  day.  They  employ  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  hands.  The  shingle  and 
planing  mil]  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Stainton,  at  Prescott, 
has  a capacity  for  making  20,000  shingles  per  day, 
and  for  planing  10.000  feet  of  lumber.  Con- 
nected with  this  mill  is  machinery  for  scroll-saw- 
\ ing,  turning,  and  making  general  woodwork.  Two 
cotton-gins  and  a grist-mill  are  also  connected. 
H.  G.  Austin’s  saw-mill,  four  miles  southwest  of 
Prescott,  has  a capacity  for  cutting  from  12,000  to 
i 15,000  feet  of  lumber  per  day.  -J.  D.  A \V.  R. 
Davis  have  a mill  four  miles  south  of  Prescott, 
with  a capacity  for  cutting  25,000  feet  per  day. 
They  employ  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hands.  L.  W. 
Brower  is  the  proprietor  of  a mill,  located  about  seven 
miles  northeast  of  Prescott,  which  has  a capacity  for 
cutting  30,000  feet  per  day.  He  employs  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  hands,  and  his  shipping  point 
is  Boughton.  The  Britt  Mill,  just  erected  two  miles 
south  of  Prescott.,  can  cut  from  10,000  to  12,000 
feet  per  day.  Williams  A Steele  have  just  coin 
pleted  a mill,  six  miles  from  the  city,  which  cuts 
i 12,000  feet  per  day.  There  is  also  a saw  mill  at 
Emmet  cutting  a large  amount  of  lumber. 


The  foregoing  constitute  about  all  the  mills 
that  cut  lumber  extensively  for  shipping.  There 
are  a number  of  smaller  mills  in  the  county,  lo- 
cated remotely  from  the  railroad.  These  latter 
mills  cut  lumber  mostly  for  home  use  — the  local 
trade.  On  a belt  of  land  from  ten  to  twelve  miles 
in  width,  extending  across  the  county,  with  the 
Iron  Mountain  Railroad  running  near  its  center, 
the  good  pine  timber  lias  been  mostly  cut  and 
taken  oil'.  But  on  all  the  balance  of  the  area  of 
the  county — being  about  four-fifths  of  its  total 
area — except  where  the  land  has  been  cleared  for 
agricultural  purposes — the  timber  stands  in  its 
native  state.  The  timber  is  so  extensive  that  the 
lumber  supply  will  continue  for  many  years  yet. 


Thomas  Alsobrook,  farmer,  Rosston,  Ark.  The 
agricultural  interests  of  Caney  Township  are  ably 
represented  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a man 
whose  life  has  been  passed  in  the  calling  which 
now  receives  his  attention.  His  parents,  Lewis 
and  Ailsa  D.  (Martin)  Alsobrook,  were  natives  of 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  respectively,  the  moth- 
er born  in  1800.  They  were  married  in  Jones 
County,  Ga. , and  the  father  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Talbot  County,  of  that  State,  for  many 
| years.  He  was  a Whig  in  politics.  Their  mar- 
ried union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  fifteen  chil - 
j dren,  six  now  living.  Both  were  members  of  the 
j United  Baptist  Church,  and  the  father  died  in  full 
j communion  with  the  same  in  1805.  Thomas  Also- 
; brook  was  born  in  Talbot  County,  Ga. , December 
: 1 2,  1830,  and  was  reared  and  educated  there.  He 
: was  married  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Muun,  a native  of 
Marshall  County.  Miss.,  born  April  10.  1841,  and 
who  died  September  15,  1883.  leaving  the  follow 
i ing  children:  Alice,  Patrick  H. . Mary  A..  Lucinda. 

| Susan  A.,  Edgar  U.  and  Ada  Q. , although  twelve 
I children  were  born  to  their  uuion.  The  second 
wife,  Mary  S.  Medders,  was  born  December,  1843. 
and  is  still  living.  The  first  wife  was  a member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he 
is  a1  so  a member,  but  the  second  wife  is  a member 
I of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Alsobrook  is  the 
owner  of  315  acres  of  good  Arkansas  land,  and  has 
been  moderately  successful.  During  the  late'  un- 
; pleasantness  between  the  North  and  South  he  was 
! in  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Regiment,  Col.  Dock 
erey’s  infantry,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Corinth. 

, Champion’s  Hill,  Vicksburg  and  various  other  en- 
gagements. He  was  wounded  in  the  leg  bv  a min 
ie-bali,  and  on  the  head  by  a shell.  He  enlisted 
in  18G-2  and  surrendered  in  1805.  Fie  left  the 
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army  somewhat  disabled  and  lias  never  fully  re 
covered.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  A.  D.  A A.  AI. 

John  A.  Anslev.  editor  of  the  Arkansaw  Dis- 
patch. Prescott,  Ark.  Mr.  Anslev  was  born  in 
Abbeville  County,  S.  C. . April  17,  1840,  and 
spent  his  early  life  on  a farm.  He  received  a very 
liberal  education,  first  attending  Moffettsville  and 
Asbury  Academies,  and  in  1854  entering  Erskine 
College,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1858. 
He  then  took  charge  of  Spring  Hill  Academy,  in 
Montgomery  County,  Ala.,  in  1859,  and  in  1800 
settled  in  Ouachita  (now  Nevada)  County,  Ark., 
and  made  a crop,  returning  to  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Due  West.  S.  C.,  in  December  of  the 
same  year.  June  6,  ISO],  he  enlisted  in  the 
Seventh  South  Carolina  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  until  February.  1862,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged on  account  of  the  climate,  and  in  April  of 
the  same  year  returned  to  Arkansas.  In  June, 
1802,  he  joined  the  Thirty-third  Arkansas,  Com- 
pany F,  was  elected  first  lieutenant,  and  in  De- 
cember of  the  same  year  was  promoted  to  captain, 
the  old  captain  having  been  promoted  to  major. 
He  served  with  the  regiment  until  the  surrender 
in  1865.  August  10,  1805,  Air.  Anslev  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Aliss  Lizzie  McCelvey.  and  im- 
mediately after  this  event  took  place,  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Houston  Countv,  Tex.,  and  there  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1871.  In  January. 
1872,  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Arkansas,  and 
in  1874  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  to  till  the 
unexpired  term  of  Hon  C.  Thrower.  The  same 
year  he  settled  at  Prescott,  then  a new  place,  built 
an  academy  and  taught  until  1877;  then  moved 
to  Artesian,  four  miles  west  of  Prescott,  built  an- 
other academy,  and  taught  until  1885.  when  he 
took  charge  of  the  Dispatch  as  editor,  and  still  con- 
tinues in  that  capacity.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  on  the  Greenback  ticket  in  1880,  1882 
and  1880,  and  each  time  discharged  his  duties 
with  honor  to  himself,  and  credit  to  his  party. 
The  Dispatch  was  established  in  1875.  and  under 
Air.  Ansley’s  efficient  management,  it  has  grown  to 
he  one  of  the  most  popular  sheets  in  the  county. 

W.  E.  Arnold,  At  D , is  a native  of  Autauga 
County,  Ala.,  born  November  14.  1838,  and  when 
he  was  two  years  of  age  his  parents  emigrated  to 
Arkansas,  locating  in  Nevada  County  (them  Hemp- 
stead) where  the  father,  who  was  a Methodist  min- 
ister, engaged  in  farming,  and  at  times  preached 
the  gospel.  • His  parents,  William  IT  and  L.  P. 
(Hardin)  Arnold,  raised  a large  family  of  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  third  to  the  youngest, 
and  died  in  Nevada  Countv,  the  father  dving  in 


j 1848.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a 
j farm,  attending  the  common  schools  of  this  county, 
j and  when  twenty  years  of  age 'began  the  study  of 
: medicine  at  the  Atlanta  (Ga.)  Medical  College,  at 
j which  he  was  graduated  in  1861.  He  enlisted  in 
j Company  A,  First  Arkansas  Hegimenl,  as  a pri- 
! vate,  and  was  subsequently  made  assistant  surgeon 
j of  the  same  regiment,  in  which,  capacity  he  served 
until  the  surrender.  While  in  front  of  Atlanta, 
j dressing  a wound  on  the  field,  he  was  wounded  by 
being  struck  by  a piece  of  shell,  and  disabled  for 
i a short  time.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
- to  Prescott,  and  resumed  his  practice,  and  has 
j since  been  a resident  here,  and  has  built  up  a large 
i and  lucrative  practice.  He  was  married  in  1868 
to  Mary  McCollum,  by  whom  he  has  five  children, 

! viz.:  Ella,  Pattie,  Lottie,  Robert  and  Clifton. 

Dr.  Arnold  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity. 

Samuel  A.  Arrington,  farmer  and  justice  of  the 
j peace  of  Leake  Township,  Nevada  County,  Ark., 

\ was  born  December  16,  1843,  in  Benton  (now  Cal- 
j hounj  County,  Ala.,  and  • is  a son  of  Christopher 
Columbus  and  Alary  E.  (Davis)  Arrington,  natives 
of  Georgia  aud  Tennessee,  respectively.  The 
j father  is  of  English  descent,  and  a farmer  by  oc- 
i cupation,  and  emigrated  to  Arkansas  in  the  fall  of 
1857,  locating  in  this  county,  which  was  then 
J Hempstead  County,  and  here  he  died  the  following 
i spring.  The  mother  is  still  living.  They  were 
married  in  1841,  and  she  was  a daughter  of  Andrew 
P.  and  Elizabeth  Davis,  who  were  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. Of  their  union  were  born  seven  children, 
j of  whom  five  are  still  living,  viz. : Samuel  A. , 

| Elizabeth  (Airs.  Barham),  Columbus  -J.  and  Eve- 
j line  (Airs.  Fincher).  The  subject  of  the  present 
sketch  has  been  a resident  of  this  State  since  his 
t tenth  year.  He  enlisted  in  the  late  war  in  the 
Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry,  under  Col.  Grant,  and 
j continued  to  serve  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
; figured  in  several  prominent  battles,  but  without 
I being  either  wounded  or  captured.  In  1803  he 
married  Aliss  Sarah  Rogers,  who  was  born  Decem- 
j ber  18,  18  45,  in  this  county,  and  daughter  of  John 
j P.  and  Nancy  Rogers,  natives  of  Kentucky.  To 
I them  have  been  born  fourteen  children,  ten  of 
j whom  are  living,  viz. : Robert  Wilson.  Joseph 

Price,  David  Andrew,  Stephen  II  , Ida  -J.,  Henry 
I E. . Effie  R, . Nancy  P.,  Melissa  and  Sarah  IT  Mr. 

Arrington  is  a member  of  the  1 armors’  Alliance, 

J and  the  owner  of  some  very  valuable  land.  In 
politics  he  is  an  Independent,  and  was  justice  of 
: the  peace  from  1880  to  1888. 

Harvey  C.  Barham,  another  of  the  prominent 
j citizens  of  Nevada  County,  residing  in  Redland 
I Township,  owes  his  nativitv  to  Tennessee,  born  in 
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Henry  County.  December  14.  18-15.  a son  of  James 
Monroe  and  Lucy  Jane  (Greer)  Barham,  natives  of 
Kentucky  and  Illinois  respectively.  The  mother 
is  now  a resident  of  Albany  Township,  Nevada 
County,  and  is  sixty-two  years  of  age.  They  were 
married  in  Henry  County,  Tenn. , and  lived  there 
until  1847,  when  they  came  to  what  was  then 
Ouachita,  but  now  Nevada  County,  and  here  made 
their  home.  In  1802  the  father  entered  the  Con- 
federate service,  serving  first  as  captain  of  militia, 
and  afterward  as  major,  and  engaged  in  the  battles 
of  Pine  Bluff,  Pilot  Knob  and  others.  He  was 
killed  at  the  Granby  mines.  Mo.,  in  1S04,  by  some 
Kansas  bushwhackers.  Socially  he  was  a Mason, 
and  politically,  a Whig.  Mrs.  Barham  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  There 
were  born  to  their  union  ten  children,  eight  of 

I . D 

whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  six  now  living,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  eldest,  viz. : Harvev 
G.  (our  subject),  Mary  A.  (wife  of  D.  C.  Coyens, 
a farmer  of  this  county).  Rev  AVilliam  Robert  (a 
minister  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  denomination, 
and  a farmer  of  this  county).  Charles  F.  (a  dentist  of 
Dallas,  Tex.),  Henry  M.  (deceased,  was  thirty  years 
of  age  at  his  death  in  1S86,  and  previous  to  that 
time  was  a farmer  and  miller).  Lucinda  (deceased 
wife  of  Elija  Matthews  died  in  this  county,  in  1874. 
j in  her  twenty -tirst  year),  Lewis  Greer  (is  a farmer 
of  this  county),  and  Lucy  Helen  (is  living  at  home 
with  her  mother).  In  December,  1803,  our  sub- 
i ject,  then  a youth  of  eighteen  years,  joined  Mon- 
roe’s regiment  of  cavalry,  and  served-  in  that 
regiment  until  the  surrender  at  Rocky  Mound,  La., 
participating  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Missouri 
Raid,  Pilot  Knob.  etc.  At  this  battle  he  received 
a wound  in  the  left  shoulder  bv  the  bursting  of  a 
shell.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  without 
means,  and  on  his  father’s  death,  he  being  the  eld- 
est child,  the  duty  devolved  on  him  to  provide  for 
the  support  of  his  mother,  brothers  and  sisters. 
Accordingly  he  set  to  work,  and  as  the  result  of  his 
| industry  and  good  management,  he  has  been  finite 
successful  In  1868  be  married  Miss  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  M.  E.  Arrington,  of  this  county,  a na- 
tive of  Alabama,  born  in  1849,  and  the  fruits  of 
this  union  have  been  twelve  children,  all  living. 
He  and  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Barham  is  liberal  in  his  po- 
litical views,  and  votes  for  what  he  considers  to  be 
the  best  man  irrespective  of  party,  in  1882  he 
| was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  since 
served  in  that  capacity  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  law- 
; abiding  citizens. 

Hezekiah  T.  Barksdale,  one  of  the  prominent 
; planters  of  Union  Township,  and  a nalive  of  Lau- 


j reus  County,  S.  C.,  was  hotn  March  5,  1830. 

| He  is  a son  of  John  and  Martha  (Griffin)  Barks- 
1 dale,  the  father  being  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
born  November  28,  1 < 00,  and  a farmer  by  profes- 
sion, and  a soldier  iu  the  War  of  1 8 12.  The  parents  j 
married  in  Laurens  County,  S.  C.,  in  .1813,  and 
are  the  parents  of  nine  children — six  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Only  three  of  these  children  are  living 
at  the  present  time,  viz.:  Elizabeth  J.,  Elihu  and 

: the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father  died  in 
; South  Carolina,  August  15,  185S.  and  the  mother 
j January  19,  1854.  Hezekiah  Barksdale,  he  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch,  married  Miss  Roberta 
Hatley,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children. 

1 viz.  : Olga,  Iris  O.  and  Blake  K.  Mrs.  Barks- 

dale died  in  1881.  She  was  a lovely  Christian 
woman,  and  a devout  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
i Church.  In  1882  Air.  Barksdale  married  Miss 
Amyrillns  Morgan,  of  Hempstead  County.  To 
! them  was  born  one  child,  which  is  dead.  The 
i second  wife  died  in  1884,  and  in  1885  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  May.  of 
| Hempstead  County,  Ark.  They  have  three  ckd 
dren,  viz.:  John  C..  Alary  E.  and  Pearl  AI.  Air. 

' Barksdale  moved  from  South  Carolina  to  Arkansas 
| in  1858,  settling  in  Ouachita  County,  where  he  re- 
j sided  until  1870,  in  which  year  he  moved  to  Ne- 
vada County.  He  served  in  the  Civil  War,  enlist- 
ing in  1861,  under  Capt.  J.  Griffin,  and  fought  in 
many  of  the  chief  battles.  He  was  captured  at 
Joneslxrro,  in  1861,  and  carried  to  Nashville,  where 
he  was  retained  as  a prisoner  only  about  fifteen 
days  before  being  exchanged.  Air.  Barksdale  was 
wounded  at  Murfreesboro.  Tenn.,  in  1863,  m the 
i forehead,  causing  the  loss  of  his  right  eye,  and 
1 remained  in  a hospital  at  Nashville  several  days, 
in  1865  returning  to  his  home,  to  engage  in  farm- 
ing. Success  lias  indeed  crowned  his  efforts,  he 
being  to-day  a prosperous  and  highly  esteemed 
: citizen  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides,  and 
owning  about  620  acres  of  finely  cultivated  land. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Corinthian  Lodge  No.  448. 

Green  R.  Blake,  a prominent  planter,  was  born 
in  South  Carolina,  December  31,  lSoO,  and  is  a son 
of  John  W.  and  Harriet  J.  AleClure  Blake.  The 
father  was  born  in  South  Carolina  in  1817.  the 
mother  a native  of  the  same  State,  born  in  1822. 
The  family  moved  from  that  State  to  Arkansas  in 
the  year  1850.  settling  in  what  is  now  Nevada 
County.  The  children  numbered  ten — seven  sons 
and  three  daughters — of  whom  only  live  are  now 
living,  viz.:  John  AI..  Charles  T. , Hattie  J.,  Flora 
L.  (wife  of  AY.  N.  Oodbold,  a farmer  of  some  note 
iu  Nevada  County).  The  parents  w ere  memb  -rs 
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of  t ho  Methodist.  Episcopal  Church,  and  on  August 
|0,  1875,  the  father  died,  and  on  February  G, 

] s88,  the  mother  passed  to  her  heavenly  home  to 
join  there  the  loved  companion  of  her  life.  Mr. 
Green  Blake,  he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
married  Miss  Della  Hill  on  October  1G,  1877. 
She  is  a daughter  of  Moses  and  Elizabeth  Wesson 
Hill,  of  South  Carolina,  being  born  there  in  1849. 
Her  parents  were  married  in  1844.  and  had  ten 
children,  of  whom  five  are  at  present  living,  viz.: 
•lames  G. , George  V.,  Susan  E. , Moses  14 , and 
Della  (wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch).  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Blake  have  been  born  four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  viz.:  Bichard  G.,  Hattie 
M. . John  H.  and  Lizzie.  Mr.  Blake  is  an  exceed- 
ingly prosperous  man,  and  ranks  high,  both  in  busi- 
ness and  social  circles.  He  owns  some  valuable 
land  and  takes  pride  in  cultivating  the  same.  Po- 
litically he  is  a strong  Democrat,  and  together  with 
his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist,  Episcopal  Church. 

T.  H.  Boswell.  Among  the  prominent  men, 
who  by  their  merit  and  successes  add  to  the  glory 
of  the  county  in  which  they  reside  and  give  to 
Nevada  County  an  enviable  reputation,  ranks  he 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  is  a native  of 
Georgia,  being  born  in  that  State  in  1881,  and  a 
son  of  John  Boswell.  He  moved  to  Arkansas  in 
1849,  and  at  an  early  age  commenced  supporting 
not  only  himself,  but  also  his  mother  and  sisters.  In 
1 865  he  was  married  to  Miss  7V armaek.  and  they 
have  had  eleven  children,  viz.  : Thomas  G.,  Alary 
C. , Ann  E.,  Dozier,  Monroe,  Lewis.  Albert  (de- 
ceased). Laurence,  Lola.  Georgia,  and  Auithor 
(deceased).  In  1SGI  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
entered  the  Civil  War.  in  Company  E.  Eleventh 
Arkansas,  under  Alaj.  Poe,  participating  in  a 
number  of  the  famous  battles.  At  one  time  he 
was  captured  and  forced  to  undergo  all  the  suffer- 
ing of  prison  life  for  several  weeks,  and  was  also 
wounded  at  Bethel  Creek  Air.  Boswell  took  pos- 
session of  his  present  valuable  estate  in,  1860  and 
has  bis  farm  well  cultivated,  and  is  a thorough lv 
prosperous  farmer.  He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  an  active  Democrat,  and  a verv  pub- 
lic-spirited man  in  every  way. 

James  C.  Brown,  farmer.  In  recording  the 
names  of  the  successful  agriculturists  of  Nevada 
County,  that  of  Air.  Brown  will  always  be  given 
a prominent  and  enviable  place.  He  owes  his 
nativity  to  Marengo  County,  Ala.,  where  he  was 
• •on;  February  •>.  1886.  the  eldest  of  Twelve  chil- 
dren, seven  still  living.born  to  Us  rev  and  Lucinda 
(Eaves)  Brown,  natives  of  Georgia.  The  father 
was  a successful  farmer  during  his  life,  was 
married  in  Alabama,  and  resided  there  until  Is  18, 


then  moving  to  North  Mississippi.  Here  he  re 
sided  until  1848,  when  he  moved  to  Pontotoc 
County,  Miss. , next  he  moved  to  Hempstead 
County,  Ark.,  and  from  there  in  18(0  to  Sebastian 
County,  where  be  died  in  1884,  in  bis  sixty-eighth 
year.  His  widow  is  still  a resident  of  Sebastian 
County,  and  is  now  seventy- four 'years  of  age. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  Air.  Brown  being  a deacon  for  over 
twenty-five  years.  Politically  be  was  a "Whig. 
Of  the  children  born  to  their  union,  Martha  is  the 
wife  of  John  Bay.  of  Sebastian  County,  Ark.  ; 
Howard  H.  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Sebastian 
County;  William  T.  is  a farmer  in  Johnson 
County,  Tex.:  Abel  L.  is  a Alissionary  Bapti-t- 
minister,  and  farmer  of  Sebastian  County;  U.  Alar- 
tin  is  also  a farmer -of  that  county;  Mary  L. 
is  the  wife  of  Quin  Fry,  a farmer  of  Sebastian 
County;  John  I),  was  a soldier  in  the  Second 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  died  at  Grenada,  Miss. : 
Faithey  Ann  was  the  wife  of  Andrew  Seaward,  a 
farmer  of  Sebastian  County  (now  deceased):  Lu- 
cinda was  the  wife  of  John  Wright,  also  a farmer 
of  Sebastian  Count)-;  and  Stalling  11.  and  one  un- 
named who  died  in  infancy,  in  Alississippi.  The 
immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
Alississippi,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Hemp- 
stead County.  In  1859  he  wedded  Aliss  Emily 
AI.  (daughter  of  Jordan  and  Hannah  Walker),  a 
native  of  Alabama,  born  in  1836.  To  this  union 
there  were  born  six  children,  two  of  whom  still 
live,  viz.*:  Martha  Ann  (who  married  Thomas  Alli- 
son. a farmer  of  Clark  County),  and  James  PT.  (at 
home).  Those  dead  are  Nancy  J.  (who  died  in 
her  thirtieth  year,  the  wife  of  Thomas  lloe,  of 
this  county),  Alackey  J.  (was  the  wife  of  0.  W. 
Nelson  of  this  county,  and  died  in  her  nineteenth 
year),  Howard  C.  (died  in  infancy),  and  Ada  (died 
when  four  years  of  age).  lu  May.  1862,  Air. 
Brown  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service,  joining 
the  Twenty-fourth  Arkansas  Infantry,  serving  in 
this  regiment  until  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Arkan- 
sas Post,  and  retained  as  a prisoner  at  Camp 
Douglas,  Chicago,  for  three  months.  He  was  ex- 
changed  at  City  Point,  Ya  , then  joined  the  Nine- 
teenth and  Twenty-fourth  Arkansas  Consolidated, 
in  which  he  served  until  the  battle  of  Chiokamauga. 
at  which  battle  he  was  wounded,  and  was  then 
transferred  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
and  served  west  of  the  Alississippi,  for  the  rest  of 
the  time.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  located  on 
the  farm,  which  he  now  owns,  but  which  was  then 
comparatively  in  the  woods.  He  was  then  with- 
out means,  and  had  u wife  and  children  to  support, 
but  lie  set,  to  work  and  soon  had  the  place  cleared. 
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and  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  land,  with 
seventy-live  acres  under  an  excellent  state  of  culti- 
vation. His  wife  died  in  this  county  in  1887,  and 
on  January  31.  1889,  Airs.  Collins,  widow  of  James 
Collins,  and  daughter  of  Airs.  Emily  Dunn,  became 
Airs.  Brown,  and  is  now  the  mother  of  one  child, 
a son,  Homer  A.  They  are  both  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Socially,  Air.  Brown 
is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity.  He  is  inde- 
pendent in  politics,  voting  for  what  he  considers 
the  best  man. 

John  II.  Bryson,  a successful  farmer  and  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Iledland  Township,  Nevada  County, 
owes  his  nativity  to  Mississippi,  bom  in  Tip- 
pah County,  December  11,  1852.  His  father. 
Robert  H.  Bryson,  was  born  in  Laurens  District, 
N.  C. , and  was  married  to  Aliss  Eliza  Swaggard.  a 
native  of  Lexington  District,  S.  C. . and  soon  after 
moved  to  Oktibbeha  County,  Aliss.,  remaining 
there  one  year,  and  then  moving  to  Tippah  County. 
Here  they  resided  for  seven  years,  aod  then  came  to 
Arkansas,  first  locating  in  Columbia  County,  near 
the  Louisiana  line,  aud  two  years  later  coming  to 
this  county,  where  they  remained  until  their  death, 
the  father  dying  in  1865  at  the  age  of  forty  years, 
and  the  mother  in  1879  at  the  age  of  fifty  years, 
respectively.  Both  Air.  and  Airs.  Bryson  were 
worthy  church  members,  and  took  an  active  inter- 
est in  religious  work.  Air.  Bryson  was  a Demo- 
crat. During  the  late  war  he  served  three  years 
in  the  Confederate  army.  He  was  taken  prisoner 
and  confined  at  Rock  Island,  111.,  for  nearly  one 
year,  when  he  was  exchanged,  and  joined  his  com- 
pany shortly  before  the  surrender.  He  was  the 
father  of  six  children,  all  living,  viz.  : Patrick  E. 
(a  prominent  farmer  of  this  township),  Levi  S. 
(also  a farmer  of  this  township).  John  H.  (the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch),  Sarah  AT  (wife  of  John  Barr, 
a farmer  of  this  township),  Alary  E.  (wife  of  VT. A. 
Curley,  a farmer  of  this  township),  and  Robert  J. 
(also  a farmer  of  this  township).  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  spent  his  youthful  days  in  this  county, 
attending  school  at  Steele’s  school  house.  When 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  set  out  in  life  for  himself 
by  farming.  He  spent  about  eight  months  in  Red 
River,  Hill  and  Navarro  Counties.  Tex.,  and  then 
returned  to  Arkansas,  where  he  has  ever  since  re- 
sided. Twelve  years  ago  he  located  where  he  now 
lives.  His  first  purchase  was  forty  acres  of  land, 
to  which  Ire  has  since  added,  until  he  now  owns 
(after  selling  nearly  100  acres  a short  time  ago) 
240  acres  of  as  good  land  as  there  is  in  the  county, 
about  100  of  which  are  under  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation.  This  he  has  accumulated  entirely  by 
his  own  industry  and  good  management,  as  he 


started  in  life  with  nothing.  He  and  his  brother 
Patrick  are  the  most  extensive  farmers  in  this  part 
of  Redland  Township.  August  31,  1870.  he  mar- 
ried Aliss  Nancy  Ann  Gibson,  daughter  of  John 
Gibson,  a native  of  this  county,  bom  in  1850. 
This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight  chil- 
dren, but  two  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.  : Alary 
M.  and  James  W. , both  living  at  home.  Airs. 
Bryson  is  a worthy  member  of  the  Primitive  Aletli- 
odist  Church.  Socially  Air.  Bryson  is  a member 
of  the  AVheel,  politically  a Democrat,  and  is  one  of 
the  best  citizens  and  substantial  farmers  of  his  sec- 
tion. 

William  B.  Calhoun,  farmer  and  ginner,  Lack- 
land.  Ark.  There  are  a number  of  men  prominently 
identified  with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
county,  but  none  among  them  are  more  deserving 
of  mention  than  AVilliam  B.  Calhoun.  He  owes 
his  nativity  to  Abbeville  District,  S.  C.,  where  his 
birth  occurred  Alarch  10,  1818,  and  is  the  sou 
of  Nathan  and  Alartha  (Puckett)  Calhoun.  The 
father  was  born  in  1792  in  South  Carolina  and 
died  in  1870,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  1802  and 
died  in  1826.  The  parents  were  married  in  South 
Carolina  iu  1817,  and  to  them  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, two  now  living.  The  father  took  for  his 
second  wife  Aliss  Amelia  Smith,  in  1827.  and  four- 
teen children  resulted  from  this  union,  one  now 
living.  The  second  wife  was  born  in  1804  and 
died  in  1888.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were 
members  of  the  Alissionary  Baptist  Church.  AA  ill 
iam  B.  Calhoun  was  early  taught  the  duties  of 
the  farm,  aud  received  his  education  in  his  native 
State,  where  he  assisted  his  father  until  1833.  He 
then  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  for  himself,  and  has 
continued  to  follow  this  occupation  ever  since. 
His  first  wife,  Alarie  Beasley,  was  born  in  South 
Carolina  in  1817  and  died  in  1849.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children:  Alartha,  Nathan. 
Eugenia,  Emma,  Jesse,  and  two  who  died  un- 
named. Air.  Calhoun's  second  wife.  Tilda  Ale 
Seeny,  was  a native  of  Alarylaud,  born  in  181  i. 
and  died  in  1867.  His  third  wife,  Hannah  Turuage, 
is  a native  of  Alabama,  born  iu  18-10,  and  is  still 
living.  Air.  Calhoun  moved  from  South  Carolina 
to  Mississippi  with  his  first  wife  in  1810,  thence  to 
Arkansas  in  1848,  and  settled  in  Nevada  County, 
where  he  remained  live  years.  He  then  went  to 
Concordia  Parish,  La.,  residing  there  until  the 
Civil  AVar,  and  then  went  to  Texas,  where  he  re- 
mained during  hostilities.  Ho  afterward  returned 
to  Lousiann,  remained  but  a short  time  and  then 
came  to  Arkansas,  where  he  remained  one  year. 
From  there  he  went  to  South  Carolina  again,  but 
after  two  years  came  back  to  Nevada  County,  Ark., 
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whot'i'  bo  has  continued  ever  since.  Ho  is  (lie 
owner  of  500  acres  of  choice  land  and  a large  cot- 
ton-gin. He  lost  all  his  property  during  the  war. 
Aside  from  his  farming  interests  he  is  also  raising 
a few  fine  horses  and  is  quite  successful  as  a stock- 
man and  farmer.  He  and  wife  are  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is 
a strong  Union  Labor  man  in  politics. 

Samuel  Cant ly  was  born  in  Hempstead  County, 
Ark.,  September  (5.  1848.  a son  of  William  and 
Martha  (Tyree)  Cantly,  the  former  a native  of 
.Missouri  and  the  latter  of  Tennessee.  His  father 
was  but  a boy  when  bis  father  moved  to  Arkansas 
from  Missouri,  there  being  but  one  or  two  bouses 
between  Camden  and  Washington  at  that  time,  and 
here  he  continued  to  live  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
cnrred  when  he  was  sixty-two  years  of  age.  Our 
subject’s  mother  died  when  he  was  a child.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  the  father  being  an  ollicial  member  for 
forty  years.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  a Democrat,  and  served  one 
year  in  an  Arkansas  Regiment  of  cavalry,  Confed- 
erate Army.  After  the  death  of  our  subject’s 
mother  he  was  twice  married;  first,  to  Miss  Electa 
Y.  Whiteside,  and  after  her  death  to  Mrs.  Weaver, 
a widow  lady.  By  his  first  marriage  he  was  the 
father  of  two  children,  Sarah  C.  (living  with  her 
brother),  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  this 
county,  and  here  also  received  his  education.  In 
March,  1862,  he  joined  the  Twentieth  Arkansas 
Confederate  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  This  regiment  was  afterward 
consolidated  with  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Reg- 
iment, and  was  known  as  the  Nineteenth  and 
Twentieth  Consolidated  Arkansas  Regiment.  Air. 
Cantly  participated  in  the  second  battle  of  Corinth. 
On  coming  out  of  the  army  be  was  entirely  with- 
out means,  but  with  a determination  to  get  on  in 
life,  be  set  to  work  farming  in  this  county,  and  as 
the  result  of  bis  industry  and  good  management, 
be  is  now  the  owner  of  270  acres  of  land,  and  cul- 
tivates over  100.  In  1809  he  married  A.  I.  John- 
son, daughter  of  Jesse  Johnson,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  this  part  of  the  State.  She  was  born 
January  13,  1853.  By  this  marriage  there  are 
seven  children  living,  viz.:  Laura,  Willie  J.,  Ollie. 
Anna,  Bertha,  Pearl  and  Exa.  Luther  and  one 
unnamed  are  dead.  Mr.  Cantly  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  .Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  tak- 
ing a deep  interest  in  religions  work,  the  former 
being  steward.  He  is  a Mason  and  a Democrat, 
and  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  county. 

Lewis  At.  Carlton.  The  history  of  Nevada 


County  records  the  sketches  of  many  popular, 
prominent  and  successful  men,  but.  none  of  them 
are  of  more  importance  than  Lewis  Al.  Carlton, 
the  subject  of  the  present  sketch.  He  was  born 
in  Wilkes  County.  N.  C..  on  October  12,  1831.  and 
is  a son  of  Thomas  Carlton,  who  was  a native  of 
the  same  county,  and  born  in  June,  180n  dying 
August  3,  1878,  in  Jackson  County,  Ala.  He 
moved  from  North  Carolina  to  Bedford  County, 
Tenn.,  in  1883,  and  afterward  moved  again,  and 
. this  time  settled  in  Alabama.  He  was  by  pro- 
! fession  a mechanic  and  farmer,  meeting  with  great 
success  in  both  occupations.  The  Carlton  family 
; are  of  English  descent,  and  of  much,  influence  in 
i the  States  where  they  have  resided  at  different 
| times.  The  mother  of  Lewis  AI.  was  Miss  Eliza- 
! betb  Land,  previous  to  her  marriage,  and  died  when 
lie  was  quite  a small  boy.  and  his  father  married 
| again.  His  youth  was  passed  in  Alabama,  where 
he  received  a limited  education.  AVhen  eighteen 
years  of  age  be  moved  to  Texas,  but  finding  that 
I State  not  to  his  taste,  next  tried  Louisiana,  where 
I he  continued  in  the  livery  business  for  two  years, 

I after  which  be  settled  in  Hempstead  County,  Ark. 

In  1861  the  subject  of  this  sketch  enlisted  in  tbe 
j Confederate  army,  in  tbe  Seventeenth  Arkansas 
Regiment.  He  was  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge,  and 
was  disabled,  but  re- enlisted  in  a short  time,  serv- 
1 ing  until  tbe  close  of  tbe  war,  after  which  be  re- 
; turned  to  Hempstead  County.  Air.  Carlton  was 
| first  married  in  Louisiana,  in  1852,  to  Aliss  L.  C. 

Dozier,  who  died  in  1859,  leaving  two  boys  and  a 
I girl,  viz.  : Thomas,  Alice  (Airs.  William  King), 

' and  Lewis  Al.  In  1862  be  married  Aliss  Emma  K. 
Cavvling,  who  died  in  186-1.  He  afterward  mar- 
ried tbe  sister  of  his  second  wife,  Aliss  Alartha 
i Cawling.  Tbe  subject  of  this  sketch  took  posses- 
; sion  of  bis  present  property  in  1881.  He  owns 
! about  1,000  acres  of  land,  200  of  which  are  in  a 
state  of  excellent  cultivation,  and  about  tbe  same 
number  of  acres  iu  Columbia  and  Lafayette  Conn 
ties.  He  is  a Alaster  Mason,  and  a prominent  K. 
of  I*. 

Thomas  J.  Caulder.  A history  of  Nevada 
County  and  its  prominent  citizens  would  be  in- 
complete without,  a brief  mention  of  Air.  Caulder. 
who  has  for  fifteen  years  been  identified  with  the 
material  interests  of  this  county,  as  brick  manu- 
facturer, mill  owner  and  farmer.  He  first  opened 
his  eyes  to  the  light  of  this  world  in  Hardin  County. 
Term.,  August  28.  1831.  His  father  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  while  a child,  was  brought  to  this 
country,  and  was  reared  in  Charleston,  S.  (’..  re- 
maining there  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
| age,  arid  then  going  to  Savannah,  (la. , where  he 
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j remained  several  years;  then  moved  to  Alabama, 
j where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Narcissus  "Walker, 
a native  of  that  State.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he 
j moved  to  Hardin  County.  Tenn. . where  the  subject' 
of  this  sketch  was  born,  and  when  be  had  reached 
his  eighth  year,  his  parents  moved  to  Tishomingo 
County,  Miss. , remaining  there  until  I Si-7,  when 
they  came  to  Arkansas,  first  settling  in  Bradley 
County,  and  later,  in  1852,  in  Calhoun  County, 
the  father  dying  in  Hampton,  in  1861.  in  his  sixty  - 
fifth  year.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

! In  his  younger  days  he  was  engaged  in  selling 
| goods,  later  engaged  in  school  teaching,  and  at  the 
i time  of  his  death,  was  selling  goods  in  Hampton. 
While  in  Calhoun  County,  he  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  Politically  he  was  a Whig,  and  socially 
a member  of  the  Masonic  order.  Both  he  and  wife 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South.  Mrs.  Caulder  died  in  Hampton,  in  1S65. 
There  were  born  to  their  marriage  eight  children. 
Ihe  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth,  and  the  only  one  now  living.  He  spoilt 
his  youthful  days  in  [Mississippi,  where  lie  received 
his  education,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
divided  his  time  between  hunting  and  farming.  In 
1850  he  commenced  to  farm  for  himself,  in  Brad- 
ley County,  which  he  continued  until  the  fall  of 

1861.  He  then  joined  the  Fourth  Arkansas  In 
fantry,  serving  in  that  regiment,  until  August  10. 

1862,  when  he  was  wounded  at  Jackson.  Miss., 
being  struck  in  the  light  thigh  by  a minie-ball. 
and  returned  to  his  home.  Upon  recovering  from 
this  wound,  he  joined  Col.  Thompson’s  Independ- 
ent Cavalry,  afterward  known  as  Thompson’s  Reg- 
iment, and  served  in  the  regiment  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  Among  the  principal  battles  in  which 
he  participated  may  be  mentioned  the  battles  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Perrvville,  Chickamauga,  besides 
many  skirmishes.  Near  Pine  Bluff  he  was  wounded 
by  a Confederate  man.  by  mistake.  While  at  home 
he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Federals,  and  was 
taken  to  Little  Rock  for  three  months,  but  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
he  was  released,  and  returned  to  his  home.  "While 
near  Frankfort,  Ky.,  he  was  taken  prisoner, 
paroled,  was  soon  exchanged,  and  immediately 
rejoined  his  command.  For  two  years  after  the 
war  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1867  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits,  at  Red  Hill,  Ouachita 
County,  continuing  until  1875,  and  since  that  date 
has  been  a resident  of  this  county.  Immediately 
after  his  arrival  in  this  county  he  engaged  in  fann- 
ing and  manufacturing  bricks,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  260  acres  of  good  land,  with  100  acres 
under  cultivation,  and  has  manufactured  the  bulk 


! of  brick  used  in  Prescott.  In  1886  he  engaged  in 
the  mill  business,  continuing  for  two  years,  and  in 
! all  these  enterprises  has  been  fairly  successful. 

! Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  he 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Raf- 
ferty, daughter  of  Benjamin  Rafferty,  a native  of 
Texas,  born  in  1836,  and  in  1850  they  were  wedded, 
i This  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  nine  ch  11- 
: dren,  three  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.  : Thomas 

B.  (a  farmer  of  this  county),  James  R.  and  Albert 
i B.  (both  living  at  home),  Laura  A.  (wife  of  Will- 
iam Winstead,  died  in  this  county),  Jennie  (mar- 
ried James  Horn,  and  died  at  her  father's  resi- 
; deuce),  William,  Franklin,  Robot  I and  Mary  Jane 
! (died  -in  childhood).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caulder  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

1 South,  the  former  serving  as  steward.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Alliance,  and  votes  the  Union  Ra- 
; bor  ticket. 

Hatley  & Christopher,  the  well-known  merchants 
of  Prescott,  carrying  a general  line  of  merchan- 
dise, began  business  in  1874,  and  are  now  doing  a 
large  and  prosperous  business.  Capt.  George 
Christopher,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm,  was 
born  in  Lowndes  County,  Ala.,  in  1836,  the  oldest 
child  now  living,  of  thirteen  children  born  to  the 
! union  of  Robert  and  Eliza  (Neal)  Christopher,  the 
; former  a native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of 
: Georgia.  In  1844  they  emigrated  from  Alabama  to 
Arkansas,  settling  in  Nevada  County,  twentv-eight 
miles  south  of  Prescott,  where  the  father  was  en- 
gaged in  tillino-  the  soil,  and  here  thev  both  died. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  eight  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  came  to  Arkansas,  and  was 
reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  remaining  at  home  un- 
til he  had  attained  his  eighteenth  year,  when  he 
went  to  Texas  and  sold  goods  until  1861,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Wall’s  Region,  serving  as  sergeant  ma- 
jor until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  the  surren- 
der he  came  to  Prescott,  engaging  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  until 
1 880,  when  he  was  elected  county  and  circuit  clerk, 
and  re-elected  in  1882.  He  also  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  several  years.  He  still  owns  his 
farming  interests,  however,  of  about  1, *00  acres  of 
land,  with  25(1  acres  under  cultivation,  all  in  Ne- 
vada County.  He  was  married  in  1871,  choosing 
as  his  companion  Miss  Lucinda  O.  Young,  and  the 
fruits  of  this  union  were  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  viz.  : Bln  ford.  Dick.  Ham 
E.,  George  and  Pete.  Mrs.  Christopher  having 
died,  Air.  Christopher  was  married  a second  time 
to  Miss  ,R  E.  Young,  by  whom  he  has  two  bright 
children  Ned  and  Lizzie.  Air.  Christopher  is 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  countv,  and  is  a 
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member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  and  wife 
are  earnest  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church. 

Reuben  P.  M.  Compton.  Prominent  among 
the  popular  and  successful  citizens  of  Nevada 
County,  ranks  he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
He  was  born  in  Greenville  County.  S.  C..  March 
10,  1829.  His  father,  Robert  Compton,  was  born 
in  Laurens  County,  of  that  State,  in  1 <92,  and 
was  of  English  descent.  His  grandfather  married 
in  England,  coming- to  the  United  States  in  1708, 
settling  in  Laurens  County,  S.  C.  The  father  of 
thb  subject  of  this  sketch  figured  in  the  War  of 
1812.  His  mother,  who  had  been  Miss  Catherine 
Callaham,  previous  to  her  marriage,  was  a native 
of  South  Carolina,  and  died  in  1878.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Joel  Callaham,  and  of  Irish  descent. 
Mr.  Compton’s  parents  being  in  moderate  circum- 
stances his  education  is  somewhat  limited  in 
school  matters,  but  his  excellent  judgment,  splen- 
did tact  and  agreeable  manners  have  made  him  a 
markedly  successful  man.  In  .1854  he  married 
Miss  Julitta  S.  Hendrix,  who  was  born  in  South 
Carolina  in  1837.  Mr.  Compton  moved  to  Arkan- 
sas in  1869,  settling  in  what  is  now  Howard 
County,  and  after  seven  years,  moved  to  his 
present  estate,  which  included  250  acres  of  highly 
cultivated  land.  He  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army,  in  1862,  in  Company  D,  Fifty-sixth  Georgia 
Regiment,  and  fought  in  numerous  prominent  bat- 
tles. He  was  captured  at  Resaca  and  taken  to 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where  he  was  kept  twelve 
months.  He  and  Mrs.  Compton  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church. 

Thomas  P.  Curtis,  farmer  and  ginner.  Carouse, 
Ark.  The  parents  of  oui  subject.  Joseph  and 
Mary  (\A  oodhouse)  Curtis,  were  natives  of  England, 
the  father  born  on  September  10,  1795,  and  the 
mother  on  August  20,  1803.  They  were  married 
in  Richland  County.  Ohio,  and  there  the  mother 
died  on  June  6.  1855.  She  was  the  second  wife 
of  Mr.  Curtis,  and  after  her  death  he  married  a 
widow , Mrs.  Mary  Hornby  by  name.  By  his  sec- 
ond marriage  the  following  children  were  born: 
Elizabeth.  Mary  Ann.  Thomas  P. . Sarah.  John  \V  . 
James  S.,  Abigail.  William  T.,  William  F.,  and 
Joseph  B.  The  father  w as  a mechanic  and  farmer 
and  was  an  industrious,  enterprising  citizen.  He 
was  a Whig  in  politics,  and  wras  opposed  to  all 
secret  societies.  Both  he  and  wife  were  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Thomas  P. 
Curtis  was  born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  near 
Mansfield,  on  October  2,  182 1,  and  bis  earlv  im- 
pressions were  at  once  directed  toward  the  channels 
of  agricultural  pursuits.  He  received  his  primary 


education  in  the  common  schools  of  Richland 
County,  and  finished  in  a seminary  there.  He  was 
1 married  on  May  20,  1851,  to  Miss  Ruth  Anna  Irey, 
a native  of  Virginia,  born  on  February  15,  1826, 
and  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Genila  Irey. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  their  marriage:  Charles 
W.  (born  March  28,  1853),  Joseph  S.  (bom  October 
25,  1 854),  Mary  E.  (born  January  23,  1857),  Genila 
S.  (bom  March  26,  1859),  William  F.  (born  April 
9,  1SG2.  and  died  January  25,  1863),  William  T. 
(born  May  9,  J 864,  and  died  December  21,  1S6S), 
and  an  infant  son  (who  died  unnamed).  Charles  AY. 
married  Miss  Frances  A.  Wooten,  J.  S.  married 
Miss  Maggie  Chapman,  Mary  E.  married  Ed- 
mund Evans,  and  Genila,  married  Thomas  Wooten, 
and  after  his  death  married  Joseph  B.  AYhite.  Air. 
Curtis  has  been  comparatively  successful  in  life, 

! and  in  connection  with  the  large  farm  of  150  acres 
in  Nevada  County,  owns  a large  gin.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Alliance,  and  he  and  wife  are  worthy 
; members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
is  a Republican  in  politics,  but  in  local  affairs 
! votes  for  the  best  man.  He  was  an  active  Union 
! man  during  the  war,  and  as  might  be  supposed. 

[ wTas  in  some  dangerous  positions  on  account  of  this, 
having  his  hat  shot  through  at  one  time.  He 
moved  to  Illinois  in  1853,  and  in  1SS1  to  Nevada 
County,  Ark.,  where  he  settled  in  the  woods. 

Dr.  J.  4A7.  Daly,  a prominent  physician,  sur- 
geon and  farmer  of  Alabama  Township,  Nevada 
County,  is  a man  who  in  public  and  social  life  is 
much  honored  in  the  district  in  which  he  resides. 
For  many  years  he  has  resided  in  this  county,  hav- 
ing settled  and  cultivated  the  farm  upon  which  he 
now  lives  as  early  as  .1803,  immediately  after  he 
returned  from  the  war.  He  enlisted  in  1861  on 
: the  Confederate  side,  partially  organizing  the  com- 
pany of  which  he  was  lieutenant,  and  participating 
in  many  of  the  famous  battles — Carthage,  Oak 
Flill  and  others,  and  serving  as  assistant  surgeon 
under  Dr.  Hale,  captain  of  the  company.  Dr. 
Hale  had  practiced  medicine  quite  successfully 
previous  to  the  beginning  of  the  war.  and  naturally. 

; therefore,  turned  his  attention  to  the  same  profes- 
sion when  discharged  for  disability.  His  fame  is 
extensive  throughout  the  county,  and  his  practice 
increases  rapidly  with  the  passing  years.  In  con 
nection  with  his  profession,  the  Doctor  devotes 
much  attention  to  agriculture,  owning  a valuable 
estate  of  520  acres.  In  1865  he  married  AIis> 
Maria  Munn,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee  and  edu- 
cated iti  Arkansas,  and  of  this  union  have  been 
born  eight,  children,  viz.:  Lawrence  M.,  James. 

John  W..  Elizabeth,  Aloses  G..  Sarah,  Walter  and 
Aland."  Both  Dr.  and  Airs.  Daly  are  devout  mem- 
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bers  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  He  has 
amassed  the  bulk  of  his  fortune  since  the  war.  and 
is  to  day  a prosperous,  popular  and  learned  gentle 
man,  and  one  who  has  the  welfare  of  humanity 
very  much  at  heart.  August  21,  18-15.  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  bom  in  Howard  County,  Mo. 
He  is  the  son  of  James  Daly,  who  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  and  moved,  with  his  father,  from  the 
Blue-Grass  country  to  Missouri.  The  grandfather 
j of  Dr.  Daly,  Lawrence  Daly,  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  and  after  emigrating  to  America  taught 
school  in  Kentucky  for  a period  of  thirty  years, 
aud  later,  in  Howard  County,  followed  the  same 
profession,  and  lived  to  extreme  old  age.  Dr.  Da- 
ly's mother  was  Miss  Sarah  Medley  previous  to 
her  marriage.  She  was  born  in  Howard  County, 
Mo.,  and  died  there  about  the  year  1842. 

| • John  D.  Davis,  farmer.  To  the  many  readers 

of  this  volume.  Mr.  Davis  is  known  as  one  of  the 
prominent  agriculturists  of  Nevada  County.  Orig- 
inally from  Tennessee,  he  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  July  27,  IS .10,  the  second  of  seven  chil- 
dren— four  sons  and  three  daughters— born  to  the 
union  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Orton)  Davis,  natives 
of  South  and  North  Carolina,  respectively.  The 
father  a harness-maker  by  trade  and  a farmer  by 
occupation,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
serving  in  the  latter  part  of  that  contest.  He  was 
! married  in  North  Carolina,  and  moved  to  Jefferson 
County,  Term. , where  our  subject  was  born,  and 
died  at  that  place  in  his  sixtieth  year.  His  widow 
survived  him  live  years,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  but  as  there  was  no  church  of  that  denom- 
ination near  them,  they  worshiped  at  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  CLuu'ch,  South.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  and  schooled  in  his  native 
county,  remaining  at  home  until  he  had  attained 
his  twentieth  year,  when  he  went  to  Monroe  Coun- 
ty, Miss.,  where  he  was  employed  as  an  overseer 
for  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  com- 
menced to  farm  for  himself,  remaining  in  Monroe 
County,  Miss.,  for  several  years  and  then  mov- 
ing to  Tippah  County.  In  1855  he  came  to  Ar- 
kansas, locating  first  in  Columbia  County,  and  in 
; 1870  came  to  this  county,  locating  on  the  farm  he 
1 now  owns,  which  then  consisted  of  160  acres  of 
land,  but  to  winch  he  has  since  added  until  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  100  acres  of  choice  land.  Jn 
1847  he  selected  as  his  companion  in  life  aud 
wedded  Miss  Margaret  Miller,  of  Tippah  County, 
a native  of  Georgia,  born  in  1824,  who  bore  him 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  viz.  : Lucin- 
• da  Ann  (now  Mrs.  B.  F.  Steele,  a prominent  farrn- 
| or  of  this  comity),  J.  Melville  and  Virgin  M.  (are 


in  partnership  in  the  milling  business  on  the  Cot- 
ton Belt  Railroad,  near  Magnolia),  James  W.  and 
Robert  4V  . (are  also  in  partnership- in  the  milling 
business  in  this  county),  Elizabeth  (wife  of  James 
Loudormilk,  ft  farmer  of  this  county),  aud  Mary 
(at  home).  Mr.  and  Mrs  Davis  are  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  Mr. 
Davis  was  a Jeffersonian  Democrat,  but  now  votes 
j an  independent  ticket.  Since  coming  to  this 
' county  he  has  served  several  terms  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  enter- 
prising citizens  of  the  county. 

Elijah  De  Laughter,  a prominent  farmer  and 
j merchant,  of  Boughton  Township,  is  the  subject  of 
the  present  sketch,  and  ranks  among  the  influential 
citizens  whose  fame  has  done  much  to  advance 
the  financial  aud  social  power  of  this  township, 
which  is  noted  throughout  the  county  for  the  good 
business  men  it.  harbors  within  its  limits.  He  is  a 
native  of  Arkansas,  being  born  in  Clark  County. 
June  24,  1854.  His  parents,  David  and  Elizabeth 
(Cox)  De  Laughter,  were  married  in  1846,  the  fa- 
ther being  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  the 
mother  of  Arkansas.  To  them  were  born  six  chil 
dren,  viz.:  Frances  (a  widow  of  Martin  Owens). 
Ellen  (now  Mrs  John  T.  Pierce),  Jasper  (deceased), 
David  (deceased),  and  George.  The  mother  of  the 
subject  of  the  sketch  died  in  1863,  a faithful  and 
devoted  Christian,  and  an  active  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church;  and  the  father  married  Miss 
Amanda  Bratton,  of  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  in 
1S66.  They  have  had  six  children:  Susan,  Solo- 
mon, Arion,  Louiza,  Nella  aud  Abigail.  The 
i mother  died  in  1887.  The  father  of  the  sub- 
: ject  of  this  sketch  moved  from  South  Carolina  to 
Arkansas  in  1846,  He  was  a Baptist  minister,  a 
Mason,  and  an  active  Democrat.  Elijah  De  Laugh- 
ter married  Miss  Katie  C.  Chambliss,  a daughter 
of  W.  W.  and  Elizabeth  Chambliss.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  connection 
with  farming  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  was  this 
year  appointed  postmaster  of  the  place  in  which 
he  resides.  He  owns  120  acres  of  very  valuable 
land,  which  is  well  improved  and  cultivated  with 
skill  and  great  care.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  Laughter 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church:  he  is  a Mas- 
i ter  Mason,  a Democrat  and  an  exceedingly  million 
1 tial  man  in  business,  political  and  social  circles. 

Philip  G.  Dewoodv.  Inasmuch  as  the  history 
of  a county  must,  perforce,  depend  in  a large  meas- 
i lire  for  interest  upon  the  record  made  by  those  whom 
it  claims  as  citizens,  a sketch  of  the  life  of  Philip 
G.  Dewoody  is  essential  to  tiie  completeness  of -the 
1 history  of  Nevada  County,  his  being  one  of  the 
prominent  names  there.  He  is  a native  of  Ten- 
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iicssee,  having  boon  bora  in  that  State  December 
2b,  1833.  His  parents,  George  C.  and  Isabella 
(Gates)  Do  woody  were  Southerners,  the  former 
from  Greenville,  Tenn.,  the  latter  from  Alabama. 
They  had  nine  children,  of  whom  the  following 
are  now  living,  viz. : Hannah  (wife  of  William 
McClelland),  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
family  moved  from  Tennessee  to  Arkansas  in  1840, 
settling  in  Poinset  County,  then  in  Clark  County, 
afterward  in  Ouachita  County,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  the  time  of  the  father’s 
death  in  1854.  The  mother  lived  until  1870,  in 
which  year  she  breathed  her  last,  dying  a lovely 
Christian  death.  Philip  G.  Dewoody  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Arkansas,  and  was  married,  in  1853. 
to  Miss  Nancy  J.  Morgan,  a native  of  Illinois,  and 
born  August  15.  1830.  She  is  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Charity  (Smith)  Morgan,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De- 
woody have  six  children,  viz. : James  L.,  Catherine 
L.  (now  living),  and  four  dead.  He  owns  a good 
steam  cotton  and  grist  mill,  and  is  a decidedly 
prosperous  and  influential  man.  He  was  lieuten- 
ant in  the  Twelfth  Regiment  Arkansas  Infantry, 
having  enlisted  in  1801.  and  figured  in  all  the 
famous  battles.  At  the  close  of  the  war  lie  re- 
returned home,  devoting  his  attention  to  farming. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  has  been 
justice  of  the  peace  and  school  director  for  many 
years. 

Eli  H.  Frisby,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Bonghton  Township,  was  born  in  Ouachita  County, 
Ark.,  on  August  8,  1853.  His  parents,  Josiah 
and  Charlotte  Frisby,  were  married  in  Louisiana 
in  1847,  and  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
viz.:  Eli  H.,  Sarah  J. , Thomas  E.,  Mary  A.,  Ma- 
linda  A.,  Amanda  E.  and  one  dead.  The  family 
moved  from  Louisiana  to  Arkansas  in  1848,  set- 
tling at  Ouachita  County.  The  mother  died  in 
1801,  after  which  the  father  married  Miss  Martha 
A.  Jones,  and  they  have  two  children,  Bettie  and 
Charlotte.  The  father  was  married  for  the  third 
time  to  Miss  Lizzie  Blovings,  of  Nevada,  and  to 
them  were  born  four  children,  viz.:  John  H. . Lucy. 
Cornelius  and  Anna.  Eli  H.  Frisby,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  married,  January  23,  1873,  to 
Miss  Lucinda  C.  Jones,  a daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  A..  Jones.  They  have  seven  children,  viz.  : 
Monroe,  Joseph.  John  A.,  Penny,  Clarissa  A.,  Claud 
A.  and  Mandia  D.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frisby  are  both 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

John  W.  Gardner  is  the  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Nevada  County  Picayune,  a representative 
journal  of  this  portion  of  the  State,,  and  under 
his  able  management  this  periodical  has  proved  a 


: decided  success.  It  has  a circulation  of  over 
1,100,  is  all  printed  at  home  on  a power  press,  and 
its  editorial  policy  is  directed  by  a man  of  sound 
: judgment,  whose  experience  in  the  newspaper 
business  dates  from  the  time  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age.  Mr.  Gardner  was  the  son  of  George 
A.  and  Mary  A.  Gardner,  both  of  whom  are  natives 
1 of  Georgia,  from  the1  oldest  and  best,  families  of 
the  State,  and  still  alive,  residing  with  their  son, 
on  whom  they  lean  in  their  old  age.  They  were 
i the  parents  of  nine  children— five  girls  and  four 
boys — a boy  and  girl  dying  in  infancy;  the  others  ! 
are  alive  and  in  good  circumstances,  some  living- 
in  Georgia  and  some  in  Arkansas.  John  VY.  was  . 
born  in  Upson  County,  Ga.,  January  21,  1857,  i 
and  the  most,  of  his  time,  until  he  arrived  at  the 
age  of  eighteen,  was  spent  in  the  best  high  schools 
of  his  native  State.  He  was  quick  to  learn,  pos-  j 
sessed  a retentive  memory,  and  as  a natural  con- 
; sequence  made  rapid  progress  in  his  studies  being, 
at  the  time  he  entered  the  Times  office  at  Carroll- 
; ton,  Ga. , an  intelligent,  and  wide-awake  young 
man.  After  serving  an  apprenticeship  on  this 
paper  for  three  and  a half  years  he  came  our  an 
expert  printer,  with  the  world  before  him.  and 
; after  working  at  his  trade  in  Atlanta,  Rome  and 
other  places,  and  merchandising  a while  at  Cedar- 
j town,  Ga. , he  located  at  West  Point,  Ga. , in  1881, 

1 where  he  purchased  the  Enterprise,  which  ho  con- 
| tinued  to  publish  until  1884.  when  his  office  was 
; destroyed  by  fire,  which  originated  in  an  adjoin- 
i ing  building.  Although  he  had  been  successful 
j in  business  he  lost  quite  heavily  at  this  time,  as 
I his  establishment  was  not  fully  insured.  Hard 
: times  prevented  him  from  starting  up  again  at 
! once,  and  another  journal  soon  took  the  place  of 
his.  In  September  and  October,  1884,  he  was  as- 
sociate editor  and  publisher  of  the  Times  at  Car- 
j rollton,  Ga. , but  in  November,  of  that  year,  he 
threw  up  his  position  to  come  West,  and  located 
at  his  present  home.  October  7,  1885,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lena  White,  of  Pres- 
! cott.  Ark.,  who  died  on  June  15,  1888,  leaving, 
besides  her  husband,  one  child,  a daughter.  Mr. 

; Gardner  began  the  battle  of  life  without  capital, 
i and  although  he  has  received  no  assistance  from 
; any  one  since,  be  has  been  a successful  journalist 
I and  now  has,  besides  a valuable  newspaper  office, 
a good  Lome  and  a small  farm,  unincumbered, 
j It  has  ever  been  his  purpose  as  a journalist,  to 
| conduct  his  paper  on  a high  moral  plane  and  ac- 
i complish  all  the  good  possible.  He  has,  been  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
! Church,  South,  since  sixteen  years  of  age;  also 
! joined  the  lv.  of  P.  at  West  Point  Ga. , in  1883. 


' • 


. 


' 


■ 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


566 


Hou.  Rufus  K.  Garland  (deceased)  was  one  of 
the  prominent  men  of  the  State.  He  was  born  in 
Tipton  County,  Tomi.,  May  22.  1830,  a son  of  Ru- 
fus K.,  Sr.,  and  Barbara  (Hill)  Garland,  both  of 
Tennessee.  When  he  was  but  four  years  of  age 
his  parents  moved  to  Arkansas  (in  1834),  locat- 
ing in  Washington,  Hempstead  County. where  Rufus 
K.  was  reared.  He  received  a tine  education, 
graduating  at  St.  Joseph’s  College,  at  Bairdstown, 
Ky.  On  completing  his  education  he  returned  to 
Arkansas,  and  in  1858-50  was  elected  to  the  Legis- 
lature from  Hempstead  County,  and  again  served 
in  18(50-61,  and  at  the  called  session  of  1861. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  war  he  served  as  a 
captain  of  Confederate  infantry,  but  in  the  fall  of 
1802  was  elected  to  the  Confederate  Congress,  in 
which  body  he  served  with  distinction.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  settled  down  on  his  farm  in  Prai- 
rie De  Anne,  in  Hempstead  (now  Nevada)  County, 
where  he  lived  the  life  of  a plain  farmer.  In  1874 
he  was  a delegate  to  the  convention  that  framed 
the  present  constitution,  and  took  a prominent  part 
in  the  debates  of  that  body.  In  1879  he  left  the 
Democratic  party  and  became  the  acknowledged 
leader  of  tire  Greenback  movement,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  founders,  and  in  1882  was  this  party’s 
candidate  for  governor  against  Gov.  Berry.  He 
was  a brilliant  aod  talented  man,  and  stood  high 
in  the  estimation  of  the  public.  He  was  married 
in  February,  1853,  to  Miss  Isabella,  daughter  of 
the  late  Dr.  James  H.  \\  alter,  a highly  accom- 
plished lady,  who  survives  him.  He  died  in  De- 
cember, 1886,  leaving  his  widow  and  a host  of 
friends  to  mourn  their  loss. 

Dr.  James  H.  Walker  (deceased)  was  born  in 
North  Carolina  in  1798.  In  1834  he  came  to 
Arkansas,  and  was  a member  of  the  convention 
that  admitted  the  State  in  1836.  He  was  educated 
at  Chappell  Hill  University.  N.  C.,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  his  youth.  He  moved  to  Ala- 
bama, thence  to  Tennessee,  and  from  there  to  Co- 
lumbus, Ark.,  locating  at  Columbus  where,  it  is 
said  he  was  the  second  settler.  Here  he  practiced 
his  profession,  soon  establishing  a reputation  that 
fast  won  him  a handsome  practice,  and  continued 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  until  the  death  of 
his  wife  which  occurred  in  1837.  He  was  also  a 
minister  in  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  was  a strong  man  in  the  pulpit.  He  was  for 
a long  time  associated  with  Dr.  Stephens,  an  emi 
nent  M.  D.  After  giving  up  his  practice  he  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business,  and  was  one  of 
the  most  extensive  merchants  in  Southern  Arkansas. 
He  also  owned  a large  farm,  and  was  one  of  the 
largest  slave  owners  in  the  State.  In  his  political 


views  he  was  a Whig.  He  died  suddenly  of  apo- 
plexy in  1862.  Dr.  Walker  was  married  three 
times:  He  was  first  married  to  Miss  Jane  Samp- 

son, by  whom  he  had  four  children,  but  one  of 
whom,  Mrs.  Eliza  Cheatham,  of  Clarksville,  Tex., 
is  living.  He  next  married  Miss  Isabella  Mere- 
dith, who  bore  him  three  children,  of  whom  Rufus 
K.  Garland  is  the  only  survivor.  He  then  married 
Mrs.  Lucetta  Johnson,  who  bore  him  three  chil- 
dren also,  the  only  survivor  being  Robert  W.,  of 
Kentucky.  As  will  be  noted,  there  were  three 
children  by  each  marriage,  and  one  child  by  each 
wife  now  living.  Dr.  Walker  was  one  of  the  prom- 
inent men  of  the  State,  and  had  a. reputation  for 
his  skill,  as  a physician  which  extended  man)'  miles. 

R.  R.  Garland,  farmer  of  Nevada  County, Ark., 
was  born  in  Madison  County,  Term..  January  7, 
4 S 4 1 . He  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Garland 
(deceased),  a prominent  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  His  educational  advan- 
tages were v somewhat  limited, on  account  of  schools 
not  being  so  plentiful  as  at  the  present  writing; 
however  he  possessed  the  true  elements  of  success, 
and  always  ready  to  serve  his  country  when  called 
upon.  In  September,  1865,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  happily  married  to  Miss  Josie  Me- 
Swain.  She  is  a woman  of  noble  qualities,  is  the 
mother  of  nine  promising  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  living  with  their  parents,  the  other  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  N.  F.  Hal  tom,  March.  1890. 

John  T.  W.  Gill,  farmer,  is  one  of  the  oldest 
living  settlers  of  Nevada  County,  being  identified 
with  this  county  since  1856,  at  which  time,  after 
traveling  all  over  the  South,  from  the  Atlantic  as 
far  west  in  Texas  as  there  were  any  habitations,  lie 
located  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  on  Section 
29,  Township  11.  Range  22.  He  considers  this 
the  garden  spot  of  the  State.  March  2,  1858,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Steele, 
daughter  of  J ehu  and  Christinna  Steele,  of  Ouachita 
County,  born  in  Tennessee,  in  1838,  and  by  this 
union  there  are  six  children  living,  viz.:  Ella 
(married  T.  H.  Cobb,  a furniture  dealer  of  Tex- 
arkana), Mattie  L.  (is  the  wife  of  James  A.  M. 
Smith,  a merchant  of  Texarkana,  having  control  of 
the  Alliance  store  at  that  place),  John  M.  F. 
(graduated  at  Tulare  and  New  Orleans,  is  practic- 
ing medicine  in  Texarkana),  E.  Keener  (is  attend- 
ing Trinity  University  of  Texas),  and  James  O. 
and  Percy  G (at  home).  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, 
while  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South.  Mr.  Gill  was  a Mason  and  a 
Democrat  until  Tildeu’s  election,  since  which  time 
lie  has  allied  himself  with  the  Union  Labor  party. 
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In  J ill v,  1802,  lie  enlisted  in  Monroe’s  regiment 
of  Cavalrv,  in  which  he  served  until  1803.  when  at 
I'jne  Mutt'  he  carried  off  the  Hag  (the  Hag  bearer 
being  killed),  and  was  then  promoted  to  lieutenant 
in  Col.  Crawford’s  regiment,  McMillan's  company, 
and  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Prairie  Grove, 
Pino  Bluff,  Fayetteville,  and  several  in  Indian  Na- 
tion, besides  many  skirmishes.  At  Mount  Elba, 
March  30.  1864,  he  was  so  severely  wounded  while 
commanding  his  company  as  to  incapacitate  him 
for  duty  the  balance  of  the  war.  Mr.  Gill  was 
born  in  York  District,  S.  C. , July  7,  1831,  the 
seventh  of  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  still 
living,  born  to  John  G.  and  Ann  Rebecca  (King)  j 
Gill,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  They  were  mar-  j 
vied  in  their  native  State,  lived  there  all  their  lives,  j 
the  father  died  in  that  State  when  nearly  eighty  j 
years  of  age.  The  mother  died  about  twenty  years  [ 
previous  to  the  death  of  her  husband,  while  on  a 
visit  to  Clark  County,  Ark.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Independent  Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Gill  J 
was  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  and  took  great  j 
interest  in  church  affairs.  Her  family  (the  Kings)  ! 
formed  a colony  in  Mississippi,  afterward  known 
as  the  Kingdom.  John  Gill  was  the  son  of  James 
Gill,  who  was  one  of  seven  brothers  of  South  Car- 
olina who  took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  were  known  far  and  wide  for  their  zeal  in  the 
cause.  They  had  a sister  who  was  also  very  zeal- 
ous for  this  cause,  carrying  provisions  and  making  ! 
clothing  for  the  soldiers.  The  brothers  took  part 
in  a great  many  battles,  and  were  often  compli 
merited  for  their  bravery  and  daring.  John  G. 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  as  such  was  very 
successful,  owning  about  100  slaves.  The  Gills 
are  of  Irish  descent,  while  the  Kings  are  French, 
and  have  been  farmers  for  generations.  Of  the 
three  children  still  living,  Mary  (wife  of  T.  Ly- 
sander  Wallace  a farmer  and  millwright,  resides 
in  Perry  County,  Ala.  ),  James  M.  (a  farmer  of 
Prescott),  and  JolrnT.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch).  | 
Mr.  Gill  received  an  academic  course  at  Blaires 
ville  Academy,  and  in  1851  came  to  Arkansas,  lo- 
cating in  Clark  County,  on  Beech  Creek,  where 
ho  engaged  in  farming,  remaining  there  until  j 
1856,  at  that  time  locating  on  his  present  farm  of  | 
640  acres,  which  was  then  in  the  woods.  Before 
the  war  he  had  cleared  one- quarter  section  of  this 
land,  and  has  since  enlarged  it  to  260  acres.  He  is  ; 
one  of  the  substantial  agriculturists  of  this  county.  ; 

Oscar  B.  Gordon,  the  subject  of  the  present  ! 
sketch,  is  a promising  young  attorney  of  Prescott,  j 
and  a native  of  Georgia,  having  been  born  in  that  \ 
State, Dougherty  County, on  November  7, 1860.  He  , 
is  a son  of  Alexander  A.  and  Eliza  A.  ( Ransono)  i 


Gordon.  The  father  and  mother  were  both  natives 
of  Georgia,  and  the  former  followed  farming  and 
stock-raising  as  an  occupation  through  the  entire 
course  of  his  business  career.  He  died  in  Georgia 

^ O | 

in  1865,  after  serving  in  the  Civil  War  from  1861 
to  1864,  during  which  time  he  contracted  the  dis- 
ease that  finally  resulted  in  his  death.  His  end 
was  very  peaceful,  he  being  a faithful  and  earnest 
Christian  and  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  were  married  in  Georgia  in  1858,  and  of 
their  three  children — Oscar  B.,  Alexander  A.  and 
Charles  C. — Oscar  is  the  eldest.  After  the  father’s 
death  the  mother  was  married  again,  the  object  of 
her  choice  being  Robert  Atkinson,  of  Columbia 
County,  Ark.  They  have  two  children,  viz.  : Wil- 
lie E.  and  Eva.  Her  second  husband,  the  step 
father'  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a farmer, 
and  died  in  Columbia  County  in  1888,  and  in  that 
county  his  widow  now  resides.  She  is  a member 
of  the  (Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Oscar 
B.  Gordon  moved  to  Arkansas  with  his  grand- 
father,  Beverly  B.  Ransone,  in  18 1 3,  and  in  the 
year  1883  located  in  Prescott,  and  three  years  later 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  circuit  and  infe-  | 
rior  courts  of  the  State,  and  shortly  afterward  to 
the  supreme  court.  He  is,  besides  being  a pros- 
perous and  noted  attorney,  assistant  cashier  of  the 
Nevada  County  Bank,  and  stands  high  in  the  es- 
teem and  admiration  of  the  community  of  which 
he  is  so  useful  a member. 

Z.  T.  Grayson,  the  efficient  postmaster  of  Pres- 
cott. was  born  in  Hamilton  County,  Tenn. . March 
13,  1848.  His  father,  John  Grayson,  also  a na- 
tive of  Hamilton  County.  Tenn.,  was  married  in 
his  native  State  to  Miss  Sallie  Ericks,  and  re- 
mained in  Hamilton  County,  Tenn..  after  his  mar- 
riage until  1861,  when  he  removed  to  Ouachita 
County,  Ark. , where  he  successfully  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  accumulated  considera- 
ble property.  He  served  as  sheriff  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  years,  and  after  coming  to  Arkansas  served 
several  terms  as  treasurer  of  Ouachita  County. 

He  died  in  this  county,  at  his  home,  in  1882,  in 
his  sixty-third  year;  his  wife,  who  was  seven  years 
his  elder,  died  in  1873,  a member  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Grayson  was 
a Mason  of  high  standing,  having  taken  some  of 
the  higher  degrees.  In  politics  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  and  afterward  a Republican,  and  during 
the  late  war  was  a Union  man.  There  were  born 
to  his  marriage  eight  sons  and  three  (laughters, 
four  sous  and  two  daughters  still  living,  viz.  : 
James  (was  killed  in  Price’s  raid  through  Mis- 
souri), Francis  ( the  eldest,  died  in  Ouachita  County. 
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in  his  fortieth  year),  Elizabeth  (was  the  wife  of 
John  C.  Alexander,  of  Ouachita  County),  Jack 
(died  when  a young  man,  in  Tennessee),  Henry 
L.  (is  a farmer  of  Ouachita  County),  George  AV. 
(is  encased  in  tilling  the  soil  in  Washington), 
Thomas  J.  (is  a farmer  of  Ouachita  County),  and 
J.  T.  (is  the  subject  of  this  sketch).  Seven  of 
these  sons  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  doing 
active  and  creditable  service.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  spent  his  youthful  days  in  Hamilton  County, 
Tenn. , and  Ouachita  County,  Ark. . where  he  at- 
tended school  He  entered  Col.  Hale’s  regiment 
of  Arkansas  Cavalry  the  last  year  of  the  war,  and 
served  until  its  close,  soon  after  which  he  com- 
menced to  farm  for  himself  in  Ouachita  County. 
In  1875  he  came  to  Prescott.  Nevada  County.  He 
still  owns  land  in  Ouachita  County,  about  1,700 
acres,  200  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  On  com- 
ing to  Prescott  he  opened  a livery  business.  In  1870 
he  was  elected  marshal  of  Prescott,  and  held  that 
office  ten  years.  In  April.  1880,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Prescott.  He  was  the  first  postmas- 
ter of  Arkansas  that  was  changed,  being  appointed 
about  the  same  hour  change  was  made  at  Hope. 
He  also  served  as  constable  of  Ouachita  County 
for  eight  years.  January  19,  18G7,  he  married 
Miss  Alice  Hawkins,  daughter  of  John  Hawkins,  a 
native  of  Ouachita  County,  born  April  25.  1849, 
and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  nine  children, 
viz.  : James  and  Jack  (twins;  Jack  is  deputy  post- 

master, and  James  is  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
the  post  office  building),  Thomas  S.  (at  home), 
Laura  A.  (is  an  assistant  in  the  post-office).  Powel 
C.,  Molev  Lee,  William  Carl.  Charley  and  Susan 
J.  (all  at  home).  Airs.  Grayson  is  a member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  Air.  Gray- 
son is  a member  of  the  Wheel,  the  K.  of  L.,  and 
is  a Republican. 

Christopher  C.  Hamby,  attorney,  Prescott,  Ark. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  so  prominently 
identified  with  the  interests  of  Nevada  County 
as  to  render  him  well  and  favorably  known,  whose 
integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose  is  unquestioned. 
He  owes  his  nativity  to  Calhoun  County.  Aliss. . 
a son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Nancy  (Byars)  Hamby, 
the  former  of  whom  died  in  1874.  and  the  latter. 
December,  1870.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
children — two  sons  and  three  daughters.  Two 
daughters  died  in  infancy,  and  the  other  died  Oc- 
tober 9,  1889.  One  son,  Thomas  R.,  was  a promi- 
nent lawyer  of  Little  Rock,  and  died  in  1885.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  a few  months 
before  the  war,  lmt  his  education  was  somewhat 
limited  as  he  had  to  shift  for  himself  from  boy- 
hood. His  father  was  in  the  Jlebel  arrnv.  and  C. 


0. .  being  the  eldest  son  (then  eleven  years  of  ago) 
did  the  plowing,  while  his  mother  ami  lit  tie  brother 
did  the  hoeing  necessary  to  make  a corn  crop  each 
year  during  the  last  three  years  of  the  war.  After 
the  war  he  attended  the  neighborhood  school  for 
awhile,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  he  left 
the  parental  roof,  by  permission  of  parents,  and 
was  employed  as  a brakoman  on  a freight  train  on 
the  Mississippi  Central  Railroad,  at  a salary  of  $00 

| per  month,  until  he  had  saved  enough  money  to 
enable  him  to  attend  school.  He  came  to  Arkansas 

I in  the  fall  of  1872.  and  made  a crop  with  his 

; uncle,  Mieajah  Hamby,  near  Bonneville,  in  Logan 

j County,  where  he  attended  school  during  the  win- 
ter of.  1878-74.  In  the  spring  of  1874  he  went 
to  Calhoun  County,  Ark.,  and  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  at  Salem  for  three  years,  during  which 
time  he  borrowed  law  books  of  Bearden  A Bunn, 
at  Camden,  Ark.,  and  studied  law  at  night.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Camden  in  May,.  18713. 
In  the  year  187(3-7 1 he  taught  school  at  Edin- 
burg, and  in  October,  1878.  he  opened  a law 
office,  at  Prescott,  Ark.,  practicing  alone  until  the 
fall  of  1879,  when  he  formed  a partnership  with 
J.  M.  Montgomery,  which  continued  until  January 

1.  1SSG,  in  the  fall  of  which  year  he  removed  to 
Texarkana.  His  wife  died  a few  weeks  later,  and 

' in  the  fall  of  1887  he  returned  to  Prescott,  and  has 
ever  since  been  prominently  identified  vrith  the  af- 
fairs of  the  place.  He  is  the  present  Senator  of 
Hempstead  and  Nevada  Counties,  being  the  first 
Democrat  elected  to  the  Senate  from  this  district 
since  1880,  of  which  fact  he  has  a right  to  feel 
proud.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  Masonry, 
being  the  present  master  of  the  lodge,  and  high 
priest  of  the  Chapter  in  Prescott.  He  is  a member 
of  Du  Gresclin  Comraandery  No.  2,  of  Camden, 
Ark. , and  is  grand  orator  for  the  present  year  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M. , of  Arkansas.  He  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  State  Supreme  Court. 
October  10.  1881.  and  now  has  an  extensive  prac- 
tice in  both  the  Federal  and  State  Courts.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.  Air.  Hamby  has  been  mar  ried  three  times: 
First,  November  25.  1875,  to  Aliss  Emma  Frazier, 
who  died  in  March,  1S76.  He  next  married  Aims 
Bell  Blake,  in  February,  1881.  who  died  in  188(5, 
and  he  then  married  Aliss  Bettie  Wells,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1887.  Air-.  Hamby  has  a nice  family  of  in- 
teresting children,  and  is  making  ample  provisions 
for  their  thorough  education. 

Eugene  Hatley,  a prosperous  farmer  and  mer- 
chant of  Nevada  County,  was  born  in  that,  county 
June  30,  1855.  His  father,  William  (A  Hatley, 
was  'a  native  of  Tennessee,  born.  December  13, 
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]S ;uul  passed  his  youth  on  a farm.  In  the 
\,.ar  1 SOU,  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
at  Holly  Springs.  He  emigrated  with  his  mother 
from  Tennessee,  when  only  sixteen  years  old,  and  in 
1 So  1 married  Miss  Martha  A.  Parr,  also  a native  of 
Tennessee.  To  them  were  born  nine  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.  : Eugene,  Mary 
K.  (the  wife  of  J.  L.  Young).  Eudora  A.  (now 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Gossett),  Emma  F.  (Mrs.  W.  L.  Con- 
novey),  Tapley  P>.,  Jennie  (wife  of  R.  L.  Moore), 

V illie  E.  (wife  of  E.  E.  White),  and  Pearl  A The 
mother  died  in  1870;  and  the  father  married  Miss 
Ann  E.  Christopher,  in  1 S 7 7 . She  is  a daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Christopher.  Eugene 
Hatley,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  married  also  in 
1 S 7 7 , the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Lizzie  B. 
Ware,  of  Arkansas,  who  is  a daughter  of  John  and 
Nannie  McLaughlin  Ware,  and  born  in  the  year 
1801.  Of  this  union  have  been  bom  five  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living  at.  the  present  time;  viz.  : 
Kollev  E.,  Marion  P. , Florence  and  William  J. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hatley  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church:  and  he  is  a partner  in  the  tirm  of 
E.  Hatley  & Bro. , and  is  a most  influential  business  : 
man.  In  1SS9  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
Canev. 

Thomas  I.  Hawkins.  In  Ouachita  County,  in 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  in  the  year  1857, 
was  born  Thomas  I.  Hawkins,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  is  one  of  the  eleven  children  born  to 
John  and  Susan  Hunter  Hawkins,  who  were  s 
married  Jarman  21,  1841.  The  father, a native  of 
Mississippi,  and  born  July  8,  1821,  was  by  pro- 
fession a carpenter,  besides  which  he  devoted  a j 
great  deal  of  attention  to  tilling  the  soil.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Bledsoe  County,  Miss.,  on  Sep- 
tember 1,  182.1.  Only  eight  of  their  children  are 
now  living,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the 
fourth  son:  Robert  (a  farmer  living  in  Nevada 
County),  William  (a  prosperous  planter  of  Nevada 
County),  Jane  E.  (at  present  the  wife  of  W.  L. 
Pruwn,  of  Ouachita  County),  Sarah  P.  (now  Mrs. 

J.  Lester,  of  Ouachita  County),  Martha  (now  Mrs. 

1 Grayson,  whose  husband  is  postmaster  at  Pres- 
cott, Ark. ),  Roxy  Ann  (Mrs.  J.  M.  Parker,  of 
Ouacnita  County),  and  Margaruite  S.  (the  wife  of 
1 red  Khubright).  The  family  moved  from  Mis 
sissippi  to  Arkansas  in  the  year  1841.  settling  in 
' iirudon,  Ouachita  County.  From  that  point  they 
changed  to  Nevada  County  in  1878,  where  they 
remained  until  the  death  of  the  father,  which  oc- 
curred ’-n  1887.  He  being  a faithful  member  of 
die  Methodist  Church,  and  one  to  whom  duty  had 
P en  the  guide  of  his  lift*  ever,  passed  away  calmly 
end  quietly,  wrapped  in  the  faith  that  attends  the 


death  of  Christian  people.  Thomas  Hawkins,  he 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  was  united  in  holy 
wedlock  with  Miss  Hettie  B.  Bown,  November  10. 
1 882.  She  is  a daughter  of  William  and  SusanYancil 
Bown,  and  a native  of  Iowa, having  been  born  in  that 
State  August  18.  1804.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkins,  of  whom  Floyd  W. 
is  living,  and  Rolla  and  an  infant  who  was  never 
named,  are  dead.  Mr.  Hawkins  is  the  owner  of  a 
very  line  farm,  which  is  in  a good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. and  improved  after  the  newest  methods  and 
ideas  in  farming.  Himself  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  is  a prominent,  Demo- 
crat and  a citizen  much  respected  by  all'  who  know 
him. 

Lee  R.  Hendrix,  an  influential  farmer  of  Ala- 
bama Township,  was  born  in  South  Carolina  about 
1833,  and  as  the  true  strength  of  any  county  de- 
pends, in  a great  measure,  upon  the  popularity 
and  success  of  its  citizens,  a history  of  Nevada 
County  could  not  be  complete  without  a description 
of  the  leading  events  in  the  life  of  him  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch.  His  parents,  Lee  and 
Nelley  (McKinney)  Hendrix,  died  while  he  was 
quite  young.  He  was  raised  and  educated  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  married  there  on  April  30, 
1857,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Jane  Hatch,  who  was  born 
in  Georgia,  May  17.  1842.  They  are  the  parents 
of  the  following  children,  viz.:  John  Wr.,  Zion 
M. , Soplirona  M. , Milton  Compton,  Frances 
L.  (dead),-  Ruthie  R.  (wife  of  Mil  burn  Rider), 
Claranda  L.,  James  T.  S. , Charley  R.  S.  Ml. , 
Amanda  P.,  Effie  R.,  Millie  C.,  Albert  I>.  (dead), 
and  Martha  R.  L.  Mr.  Hendrix  moved  from  Georgia 
to  the  place  where  he  now  resides  November  1. 
1809.  He  owns  over  1,000  acres  of  valuable 
land  in  all  in  Nevada,  and  some  in  Hempstead  and 
Columbia  Counties.  The  home  farm  is  highly 
cultivated,  and  is  thirty  miles  from  the  county 
seat.  The  subject  of  tin's  sketch  is  a Master 
Mason,  and  is  also  a school  director,  an  office 
which  he  has  held  for  eight  years.  He  and  Mrs. 
Hendrix  are  devout  Christians  and  members  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

James  P.  Hendrix,  farmer,  Rosston,  Ark.  Mr. 
Hendrix  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  Nevada 
County,  having  resided  here  since  1S56.  and  has 
been  unusually  successful  in  life.  Fie  was  born  in 
Georgia  on  February  21,  1838,  and  was  one  of  ten 
children,  the  result  of  the  union  of  George  and 
Margaret  (Hughen)  Hendrix.  The  children  now 
living  are  Robert  \\  . and  Henry  II.  The  father 
was  a Whig  in  his  political  views,  and  was  a mem 
her  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  died  in  1S<>3. 
The  mother  was  a Methodist,  and  died  in  1855. 
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After  her  death,  or  on  September  18,  1858.  Mr. 
Hendrix  was  married  in  Nevada  County  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Fincher,  who  was  bom  in  Alabama  in 
1843,  and  who  is  still  living.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Marion  P.  and  L.  C.  Fincher.  James  P.  Hen- 
drix received  his  education  in  Georgia,  and  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty  years 
of  age,  when  lie  started  out  for  himself  as  a farm- 
er. To  his  marriage  were  born  ten  children,  all 
living:  Ann  A.  E..  Maloney  C. , George  \V  . Alice 
A.,  Elizabeth.  "William  E.,  Mattie,  Maudie,  Stella 
J.  and  Alexander  H.  Five  of  these  children  are 
married.  Mr.  Hendrix  is  the  owner  of  1,400  acres 
of  land,  also  a large  mill  and  two  cotton-gins.  He 
was  in  the  Sixth  Arkansas  Regiment,  Confederate 
States  Army,  under  Col.  Hawthorn,  and  during 
the  late  war  was  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga, 
Murfreesboro,  Corinth,  Green  River  and  various 
other  battles.  He  held  the  rank  of  corporal,  and 
was  slightly  wounded  in  the  left  cheek  by  a shell 
at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro.  After  returning  he 
immediately  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
has  met  with  substantial  success.  He  is  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  his  political  views  are  Democratic. 
He  and  wife  arc  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Willis  G.  Herring,  merchant  of  Willisville,  Tay- 
lor Township,  Nevada  County,  Arl:.,  was  born  De 
cember  28,  1846,  within  ten  miles  of  Pine  Bluff,  and 
is  a son  of  Bud  T.  and  Belinda  (Powell  i Herring, 
natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  respectively. 
The  father  was  born  January  8.  1814,  and  is  of 
English  descent,  and  by  choice  and  profession  was  a 
farmer,  being  at  the  present  writing  a resident  of 
Parker  Township,  Nevada  County.  He  moved  to 
this  county,  at  that  time  a portion  of  Columbia 
County,  in  the  spring  of  1849,  and  here  married 
his  wife,  a daughter  of  Caleb  Powell,  of  North  Caro- 
lina. Both  the  father  and  mother  were  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  the  former  being  also  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order.  They  are  the  par  - 
j ents  of  twelve  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing, viz.:  Willis  Herring,  Mary  (Mrs.  Baily),  Cor- 
nelia (Mrs.  Beyers),  Carolina  (Mrs.  Cordell,  of 
I Texas),  and  Philias  H.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
j has  resided  in  this  county  since  his  fourth  year,  and 
was  too  young  to  serve  in  the  Civil  War  in  camp 
service.  He  commenced  farming-  for  himself  in 
J 186'  i : was  married  in  J SOS.  to  Miss  Sallie  Mattison, 
i a daughter  of  Wiley  and  Mahalie  Mattison,  of  Ala- 
j bama,  and  of  this  union  have  hem  born  eleven 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living:  George. 
Mary,  Chester,  Finesse,  Effie,  Ed.  Fletcher.  Otto 
and  Lizzie.  Mr.  Herring  engaged  in  the  mercan 
tile  business  in  1885,  forming  a partnership  with 


i H.  S.  Watson,  who  sold  out  to  Mr.  Herring  in 
; 1887,  after  which  W.  H.  Bull  was  admitted  to  a 
; partnership  in  the  firm  which  read,  Herring  A Bull, 
until  January,  1890.  when  they  sold  an  interest  to 
; J.  D.  Reason,  and  changed  the  firm  name  to  W.  G. 

! Herring  & Co.  They  have  a good  business,  and 
carry  a very  select  stock  of  a general  character, 
j Besides  this  store  the  subject  of  this  sketch  owns 
| about  800  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  a large 
steam  gin.  Mrs.  Herring  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 
j tist  Church.  Mr.  Herring  belongs  lo  the  11a- 
j sonic  order,  is  a prominent  man  in  the  village  of 
I W’illisville,  which  was  named  for  him,  is  a school 
I director  and  a strong  Democrat. 

Jeffefson  Monroe  Hodge.  A wide-awake,  in 
dustrious  farmer,  and  also  postmaster  of  Wood 
lawn,  where  he  is  naturally  thrown  into  daily  con- 
tact with  his  fellow  citizens,  Jefferson  Monroe 
i Hodge  ranks  very  high  in  business,  political  and 
i social  circles  in  the  county  where  he  resides.  In- 
deed the  history  of  Nevada  County  would  not  be 
! complete  without  an  account  of  his  life,  and  it  is 
{ to  be  deplored  that  a pen  picture  can  scarcely  ren- 
i der  full  justice  to  this  worthy  citizen.  Born  Octo- 
I her  25,  1848,  in  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  he  is  a son 
| of  Charles  and  Anna  J.  Hodge,  both  of  whom  were 
; born  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  the  father  in 
i 1806;  the  mother  in  1817,  the  former  was  of  Irish 
I descent,  and  a tanner  by  trade.  He  moved  to 
| Arkansas  in  the  spring  of  1S44.  locating  at  Cam- 
I clem,  Ouachita  County,  and  established  a tannery 
j eighteen  miles  west  of  Camden,  at  which  point  he 
i continued  to  reside  until  death  claimed  him  from 
| the  scene  of  earthly  pleasures  on  December  6. 
1885.  He  was  prepared  to  die,  being  a worthy 
man,  highly  honorable,  and  besides  a devout  mem- 
! ber  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  was  twice  ruar- 
i ried.  first  to  the  mother  of  Jefferson  Hodge,  who 
was  a daughter  of  John  Basden,  and  who  died  in 
! 1852.  leaving-  seven  children.  Of  these,  five  are  liv- 
! ing  at  the  present  date,  viz.:  Charles  W.,  Jeffer- 

I son  Monroe,  Elizabeth  (now  Mrs.  Rogers).  Alex- 
i ander  C.  and  Sarah  F.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
; began  his  business  career  by  working  in  his  father’s 
■ tannery,  after  ■which  he  turned  his  attention  to 
; tilling  the  soil.  He  was  married  December  24, 
1868.  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Simpson,  a daughter  of 
George  Simpson,  of  South  Carolina,  being  born  in 
, the  year  1852.  To  them  have  been  born  ten  chi l- 
I dren,  all  of  whom  are  living.  They  are  named  as 
j follows:  Carr yetto  (Mrs.  Church  well).  Charles 
Francis  Eugene.  Edward  Lee.  Ethella  G..  \\  iiliam 
! Pinkney,  Elizabeth,  Mat-tie,  W acliis.  Wady  Sofro 
ilia  and- Oliver  Carl.  Mr.  Hodge  owns  about  1-sO 
' acres  of  fine  farming  land.  He  and  Mrs.  Hodge 
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are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  he  lie- 
longs  to  the  County  Wheel.  Iu  politics,  affiliates 
with  the  Union  Labor  party.  Mr.  Hodge  manages 
always  to  exert  quite  a good  deal  of  influence  in 
all  public  matters,  and  has  been  postmaster  since 
1807.  with  the  exception  of  about  two  years,  and 
is  one  of  the  oldest  men  in  the  postal  service  in  all 
of  Uncle  Sam’s  wide  domain. 

Ed  Hood,  sheriff  and  collector  of  Nevada  Coun- 
ty. owes  In's  nativity  to  this  county,  where  he  was 
born  in  August,  1852,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Char- 
lotte (Harris)  Hood,  the  former  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  latter  of  Louisiana,  who  came  to 
Arkansas  about  1844,  locating  in  Lafayette  County. 
The  father  was  then  a young  man  aud  was  engaged 
for  some  time  iu  the  saw-mill  business  at  Lewis- 
ville. In  1847  he  removed  to  Nevada  County  and 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  followed 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1863.  The 
j mother  is  still  living.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
j the  second  oldest.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
this  county,  being  brought  upon  his  father’s  farm, 
and  followed  this  vocation  until  1884.  when  he  was 
appointed  deputy  sheriff.  In  1888  he  was  elected 
to  his  present  office,  which  he  has  filled  with  honor 
| to  himself,  and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He 
is  a prominent  and  enterprising  young  man,  and 
owns  800  acres  of  land,  with  about  150  acres  under 
cultivation,  considerable  of  it  in  pasture.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  as  yet 
unmarried. 

John  IV.  Hudson,  the  subject  of  our  present 
sketch,  figures  among  the  prominent  citizens  who 
reside  in  Nevada  County,  and  is  a son  of  Wesley 
Hudson,  a pioneer  planter  of  Georgia.  Mr.  Hud- 
1 son  passed  his  youth  in  Fulton  County,  Ga..  re- 
ceiving literary  instruction  from  private  tutors,  and 
while  only  eighteen  years  eld  enlisted  in  the  Civil 
M ar,  in  Company  B,  Seventh  Georgia  Regiment, 
under  Hood.  His  first  engagement  was  the  battle 
of  Bull  Run.  He  fought  at  Richmond.  Fredericks- 
burg, Antietam,  Gettysburg,  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Harper’s  Ferry,  was  with  Gen.  Lee.  and 
surrendered  with  him  at  Appomattox;  he  was  sent 
to  re  inforce  Bragg  at  Missionary  Ridge,  and  at 
one  time  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  eye.  but 
never  captured.  At  the  close  of  the  war.  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  returned  to  his  father’s  home, 
where  he  remained  until  1870,  at  which  date  he 
purchased  laud  where  he  now  owns  171  acres.  His 
plantation  is  well  cultivated,  yielding  an  excellent 
income  and  doing  honor  to  the  judgment  of  the 
possessor.  In  1878  Mr.  Hudson  and  Miss  Carrie 
Allman  were  married.  She  was  the  daughter  of 


B.  S.  Allman.  Of  their  four  children,  George  W., 

: Charlie  R. , Pearl  and  Carl  are  living;  William 
Oscar  died  in  early  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hud- 
| son  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  lodge,  is  a notary 
public,  an  active  Democrat,  and  a liberal  contri-bu 
! tor  to  schools,  churches  and  all  other  worthy 
| causes. 

Oliver  S.  Jones,  a prominent  resident  of  Pres 
I cott,  was  born  in  Gwinnett  County.  Ga. , August 
j IS,  1842,  a son  of  Smith  and  Anna  (Butler)  Jones, 
natives  of  Georgia.  His  parents  emigrated  to 
i Arkansas  in  the  fall  of  1851),  locating  in  Izard 
j County,  where  they  both  died.  The  father  was  a 
I farmer  by.  occupation.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  principally  raised  in 
Georgia,  where  he  received  his  education,  and  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  came  with  Ills  parents  to  this 
State.  In  1861  he  enlisted  at  Batesviile,  Ark.,  in 
1 Company  B.  Eighth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  after 
i serving  nearly  a year  as  private  was  promoted  to 
first  lieutenant,  in  which  capacity  he  remained 
until  the  surrender.  September  20,  1863,  at 
j Chickamauga,  he  was  struck  by  a grape  shot  arid 
quite  severely  wounded.  He  was  captured  and 
held  as  a prisoner  at  Johnson's  Island,  where  he 
: was  kept  until  the  last  Confederate  company  sur- 
| rendered — June  14.  1865  — nearly  two  years.  He 
| was  iu  command  of  his  company  at  the  time  of  his 
; capture.  , After  the  war  closed  he  returned  to 
Izard  County,  where  he  remained  for  a short  time, 
settling  up  his  father’s  estate  (his  father  having 
i died  during  his  service)  for  his  mother.  In  1866 
i he  went  to  Jacksonport.  Ark.,  remaining  a short. 

time.  In  the  fall  of  1866  he  went  to  Camden. 

| Ark.,  and  carried  on  his  trade  until  the  fall  of 
1874.  and  then  came  to  Prescott,  where  he  lias 
since  carried  on  business  quite  successfully.  He 
' was  among  the  first  to  espouse  the  Greenback  cause, 
and  has  been  a zealous  advocate  of  the  Jefferson 
idea  of  finance,  or  an  American  financial  system 
; for  Americans,  since  1878.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Arkansas  Legislature  on  the  Union  Labor  ticket  in 
i 1888,  and  served  for  one  term.  In  January,  1868. 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Sallie  E.  Meredith,  who 
bore  him  six  children  and  died  March  29,  18  id. 
He  was  married,  a second  time,  in  1880,  to  Miss 
Maggie  E.  Horne,  and  by  her  has  three  children, 
all  living. 

John  Jones,  a leader  in  agricultural  circles, 
and  a popular  citizen  of  Nevada  County,  was  horn 
in  Franklin  County.  Ala..  February  7,  1845,  being 
a son  of  John  and  Delpha  Catherine  (Parham) 
Jones,  both  natives  of  Alabama.  The  father  died 
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in  January,  one  ruontli  before  the  birth  of  our  sub- 
ject, in  his  twenty  sixth  year,  and  his  widow  after- 
ward married  Mr.  Osborn  W hitehead,  also  a native 
of  Alabama,  and  died  since  the  war.  John  Jones 
was  a farmer  by  occupation.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  remained  with  his  mother  until  August, 
1802,  when  he  joined  the  Twelfth  Mississippi  Cav- 
alry, Confederate  service,  in  which  he  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  engaging  in  many  battles  and 
skirmishes.  He  was  in  the  midst  of  the  light  all 
the  time  in  the  Georgia  campaign.  He  received  a 
flesh  wound  in  the  right  shoulder  in  a skirmish  at 
Wyatt,  Miss.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  came  to 
Arkansas,  locating  in  what  was  then  Hempstead 
County,  now  Nevada,  where  be  has  resided  ever 
since.  When  he  first  started  in  life  his  sole  capital 
consisted  of  a good  constitution  and  a determina- 
tion to  make  his  way  in  the  world.  These  he  has 
made  of  such  good  use,  in  connection  with  indus- 
try and  good  management,  that  he  now  owns  340  j 
acres  of  good  land,  with  140  acres  under  cultiva-  ; 
tion,  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  this  j 
section.  In  IS82-S3  he  was  in  Prescott,  settling  | 
up  the  estate  of  Capt.  "William  Norman,  of  which  i 
he  was  administrator,  after  which  he  and  Calvin 
Jones  were  in  partnership  in  a general  merchan- 
dise business  at  Prescott.  In  connection  with  | 
his  farming  operations  he  has  also  dealt  exten- 
sively in  stock.  January  13,  1870.  Miss  Alta  Mira 
Norman,  daughter  of  William  Norman,  of  this 
county,  became  Mrs.  Jones.  She  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Ala.,  in  March,  1853,  and 
by  her  union  with  Mr.  Jones  is  the  mother  of 
five  children,  viz.:  Ida  C.,  Mary  A.,  Minnie  E.,  j 
Annie  and  Ella.  Two  died  in  infancy,  viz.  : John 
and  Albert.  Mr.  Jones  is  a member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church,  a member  of  the  Alliance, 
and  a Democrat.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
citizens  of  Nevada  County.  When  he  first  settled 
on  his  farm  it  was  in  the  woods,  but  since  then  he 
has  cleared  it  up  and  made  it  one  of  the  best  farms  j 
in  the  county.  He  has  recently  erected  a neat  and  j 
commodious  residence,  aud  has  good  barns,  out-  j 
buildings,  etc. 

Andrew  J.  Jones,  a prominent  farmer,  was  ! 
born  in  Ouachita  County.  Ark.,  ou  April  213.  1853, 
and  is  a son  of  James  M.  and  Mary  (Mosley)  Jones, 
the  father  being  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  a i 
farmer  by  occupation,  the  mother  also  of  the  same 
State.  They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children  I 
— five  sons  and  eight  daughters—  but  only  four  of 
these  children  are  living  at  the  present  time,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  fifth  son:  Susanna  ( 
C.  (Mrs.  Andrew  R.  Ridyell),  Hilda  A.  (who  mar- 
ried William  Cox,  who  is  a prosperous  farmer  of  ! 


Ouachita  County),  and  Lucinda  C.  (wife  of-E.  H. 
Erisby).  Tire  family  moved  from  Alabama  to  Ar- 
kansas in  1848,  settling  in  Ouachita  County,  and 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  father  departed  this  life  in  1SS4,  and  in  1SS6 
the  mother  breathed  her  last.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  married  Miss  Malinda  E.  Nichols,  of  Nevada 
County,  on  January  14.  1874.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  J ohn  and  Elvira  Nichols.  Of  this  union  were 
born  five  children,  of  whom  Urilla,  L.  W illiam  and 
Hettie  A.  are  living,  and  Cordelia  and  Cleveland 
are  dead.  Mr.  Jones  owns  120  acres  of  highly 
cultivated  land,  and  farms  most  successfully.  Po- 
litically he  is  a strong  Democrat,  and  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  his  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  supporters 
of  all  worthy  enterprises. 

B.  F.  Lane.  A son  of  J.  C.  Lane,  a prominent 
farmer  of  Georgia,  and  educated  in  that  State,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  began  life  for  himself  in  the 
year  1867,  and  starting  in  business  with  only  a 
very  limited  amount  of  capital,  ranks  at  this  date 
among  the  influential  and  popular  citizens  of  Ne- 
vada County.  He  is  engaged  in  farming  and  mer- 
cantile pursuits,  and  in  1885  founded  the  postofliee 
of  Lauesburg.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  lodge, 
and  is  a faithful  Democrat  in  politics.  After  the  war 
Mr.  Lane  married  Miss  A.  C.  Hudson,  daughter  of 
Wesley  Hudson.  In  18  <9  they  moved  to  Arkansas, 
and  entered  the  mercantile  business  in  1884,  but  the 
stock,  was  burned  out  in  February.  1385.  and 
again  in  1889.  Yet  true  genius  surmounts  all  ob- 
stacles, and  thus  Mr.  Lane  succeeded  in  spite  of 
misfortune.  He  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War  in  1801, 
under  Maj  Kemp,  and  figured  in  many  of  the  cele- 
brated battles,  experiencing  the  usual  hardships  of 
war,  but  serving  until  May,  1865. 

J.  W.  Lightsey,  the  subject  of  the  present 
sketch,  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1830,  and  is  a son 
of  Daniel  Lightsey,  a farmer  of  Bossier  Parish,  La., 
who  died  in  May,  1847.  Mr.  Lightsey  passed  his 
youth  in  that  State,  educating  himself,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty  commenced  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
count, remaining  in  his  native  place  ttntil  Novem- 
ber, 1856.  when  he  moved  to  Columbia  County. 
Ark.  He  bought  property  here,  aud  added  to  his 
estate  from  time  to  time,  and  has,  to-day,  a very 
valuable  farm,  which  is  excellently  well  cultivated 
after  the  most  improved  methods.  He  entered  the 
Civil  War  in  1863,  Company  G.  Arkansas  Infan- 
try, and  fought  in  many  of  the  prominent  battles, 
but  without  being  either  wounded  or  captured  at 
any  time.  In  October.  1850,  the  subject  of  thn 
sketch  married  Miss  Mary  L.  Urrey,  daughter  of 
\Y.  O.  Urrey,  of  Louisiana,  who  died  in  1864. 
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They  Jiave  no  children  of  their  own,  but  Lave, 
adopted  an  orphan  boy.  Mr.  Lightsey  w as  elected 
to  tlie  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  1879,  and 
afterward  postmaster  of  Bodeaw.  lie  is  of  Ger- 
man descent,  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
('Lurch,  and  an  active  Democrat.  He  is  very  much 
interested  in  politics,  and  is  always  a willing  con- 
tributor to  all  worthy  enterprises. 

The  Foster  & Logan  Hardware  Company.  Pres- 
cott, Ark.,  was  organized  in  1S83,  with  \Y.  Y Fos- 
ter as  president,  and  13.  H.  Logan,  secretary  and 
treasurer.  It  was  originated  by  Foster  & Mc- 
Rae in  1SS0,  and  occupied  a store  on  Main  Street, 
nearly  opposite  the  present  location.  At  this  time 
C.  D.  McSwain  is  president,  and  C.  F.  W ingfield, 
treasurer,  elected  January  1,  1890.  Their  present 
building  (owned  by  the  company)  is  a large  two- 
storv  brick  structure,  25x110.  The  second  floor  is 
devoted  entirely  to  furniture.  They  carry  a stock 
of  hardware,  furniture,  agricultural  implements, 
wagons,  etc.,  valued  at  from  87,000  to  810,000, 
and  do  the  largest  business  in  Southern  Arkansas. 
Mr.  B.  H.  Logan,  the  secretary  and  manager  of 
the  Foster  «fe  Logan  Hardware  Company,  is  a na- 
tive of  Clark  County,  Ark.,  born  in  1854)  His 
parents,  B.  C.  and  Sarah  H.  (Chambless)  Logan, 
had  a family  of  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  (four 
sons  and  two  daughters)  are  still  living,  viz.  : 
Thomas  J. , Benjamin  H..  Jacob  C..  Fletcher.  Cath- 
erine (wife  of  J.  B.  Harwell,  living  near  Oka- 
lona),  and  Sarah  (wife  of  AY.  B.  Lawley.  residing 
on  the  old  homestead).  The  Logan  family,  origi- 
nally from  Missouri,  started  for  New  Mexico  in 
1818,  but  on  reaching  Caddo  Gap,  Ark.,  their 
horses  were  stolen.  Mr.  Logan,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  and  his  eldest  son  started  on  a 
hunt  for  their  stock,  and  in  crossing  the  Ouachita 
lviver  he  was  drowned.  His  body  was  afterward 
recovered,  and  is  now  buried  in  Caddo  Gap.  Af- 
ter this  sad  accident  the  family  were  unable  to  go 
farther,  hence  their  settlement  in  Arkansas,  which 
was  a very  wild  country  at  that  time,  with  but.  very 
few  inhabitants.  B.  C.  Logan,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  came  with  his  father  to  Arkansas  in  1818, 
and  settled  first  in  what  is  known  as  Caddo  Gap 
County,  remaining  there  for  some  time.  He  sub- 
sequently removed  to  Clark  County,  about  ten  miles 
from  Arkadelphia.  He  was  a farmer  bv  occupa- 
tion, and  diefd  in  18SS,  in  his  seventy  ninth  year. 
His  wife  died  at  the  old  homestead  in  188(3.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Clark  County, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  un- 
til sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  accepted  a posi- 
tion as  clerk  for  Doby  A Paisley,  continuing  at  this 
unu!  1879,  and  in  the  meantime  making;  two  crops. 


In  1879  he  came  to  Prescott  and  entered  the  store 
of  Hatley  <&  Co.,  as  clerk,  remaining  with  them 
until  1883,  when  he  entered  the  present  lirm  as  a 
stockholder,  and  is  now  general  manager  and  sec- 
retan  of  the  business.  He  was  married,  in  1879, 
to  Miss  Julia  Orr,  of  Clark  County,  by  whom  he 
has  two  children:  Samuel  (now  eight  years  of  age), 
and  Julia  (a  little  Miss  of  four  years).  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Logan  are  both  church  members.  Air.  Logan 
worshiping  at.  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  his  wife  at  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Lindsey  L.  AleCraw.  The  ancestors  of  the 
subject  of  the  present  sketch  are  noted  people,  in- 
cluding among  them  a few  of  England’s  famous 
men,  and  Lindsey  L.  AleCraw  is  a man  eminently 
fitted  to  do  full  justice  to  such  a family.  Ho  is  a 
prosperous  farmer,  and  wide-awake  business  man 
of  the  district  in  which  he  resides,  and  was  born 
in  AIcNairy  County,  Tenn.,  on  October  22,  1848. 
He  is  the  son  of  John  AI.  and  Catherine  Alc- 
Craw,  the  grandfather  being  of  Scotch  and  Irish 
descent,  born  in  South  Carolina  in  1819.  He 
moved  to  Tennessee  when  but  a boy,  and  after- 
ward was  married  to  Catherine  Sanders,  in  1842. 
The  father  of  the  subject  was  a farmer  by  profession, 
and  moved  from  Tennessee  to  Arkansas  in  1857  (it 
was  then  a part  of  Columbia  County),  where  he  re- 
mained until  1881, in  which  year  he  located  in  Hemp- 
stead County,  where  he  lives  at  the  present  writing. 
The  parents  of  Lindsey  L.  AleCraw  were  married 
August  7.  18-42.  the  mother  being  a daughter  of 
Thomas  Sanders  and  Elizabeth  (Rook)  Sanders. both 
of  English  descent..  Thomas  was  the  son  of  Ben- 
jamin  Sanders,  a stanch  Quaker,  and  his  wife  a 
lineal  descendent  on  her  father’s  side  of  Admiral 
Rook  of  the  English  navy,  and  on  her  mother’s 
side  of  Lord  Standford.  This  marriage  was  a viola- 
tion of  the  Quaker  belief,  and  Thomas  Sanders  was 
thereby  excluded  from  the  order.  The  family  were 
in  poor  financial  circumstances  for  a while,  but 
emigrated  to  Tennessee,  a country  whose  natural 
resources  at  that  time  gave  occupation  to  all  in- 
dustrious settlers.  To  them  were  born  seventeen 
children,  who,  although  in  a State  where  educa- 
tional advantages  were  limited,  still  lived  to  hold 
positions  of  trust  and  to  become  highly  respected 
in  business  circles.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  ISIS.  Air.  Sanders'  living  children, 
grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren  numbered 
120  persons.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  principally  in  Nevada  County,  and  com- 
menced farming  for  himself  in  1808.  In  ISil 
Air.  AleCraw  was  married  to  Aliss  Martha  Sparrow, 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Sallie  Sparrow,  born  in 
Mississippi,  March  24.  1814.  They  are  the  parents 
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of  seven  children,  viz.  : Ophelia,  Marcus  (deceased).. 
Lucy,  Francis  D. , Bertie,  Melvin  A.  and  Lillian 
May.  Their  home  farm  is  a valuable  piece  of  land 
and  well  cultivated.  Mr.  McCraw  is  a member  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  a prominent 
citizen  in  every  way. 

William  S.  McDaniel  was  born  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  on  December  17,  1S27,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  and  Mary  McDaniel,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a native  of  Virginia,  being  born  in  that 
State  in  1 70S,  and  followed  farming  as  a profes- 
sion all  his  life,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Stone 
about  1820.  Of  this  union  eleven  children  were  born, 
five  of  whom  are  living,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
being  the  second  son.  The  family  moved  to  Arkan- 
sas in  1855,  and  there  settled  in  life.  In  1853 
William  S.  was  married  in  Alabama  to  Miss  Mary 
Burton,  of  Alabama,  a daughter  of  Drewry  and 
Margaret  Burton,  and  to  them  have  been  born  five 
sons  and  six  daughters,  of  which  only  the  follow- 
ing are  still  living:  Margaret  (who  married  D.  H. 
White),  Mary  J.  (the  wife  of  W.  J.  Hitt).  Owen  E. 
(now  department  clerk  of  Nevada  County).  William 
T. , John  If.,  Ada  V.  and  Luna  F.  Mr.  McDaniel 
enlisted  in  the  late  war  in  1802,  and  fought  faith- 
fully and  bravely  for  his  country  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  after  which  he  returned  home  to  engage 
in  farming,  aud  in  1872  was  elected  county  treas- 
urer, an  office  which  he  retained  many  terms.  He 
owns  an  estate  of  177  acres  of  highly  cultivated 
land,  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  He  is  a shiuing  light  in  the 
business,  religious  and  social  circles  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resides,  and  in  politics  is 
a strong  Democrat. 

O.  R.  McDaniel,  deputy  county  and  circuit 
clerk  of  Nevada  County,  was  born  in  Magnolia, 
Columbia  County,  August,  14.  1859,  a son  of  Will- 
iam S.  and  Mary  S.  (Burton)  McDaniel,  the  father 
a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  mother  of 
Franklin  County,  Ala.  They  came  to  Arkansas  in 
1853,  settling  in  Columbia  County,  and  afterward 
moving  to  Nevada  County  (in  1809),  where  the 
father  is  successfully  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil, 
and  is  a prominent  citizen.  He  served  as  treasurer 
of  Nevada  County  for  six  years.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  ten  years  of  age  on  coming  to  this 
county,  and  received  his  education  at  the  common 
country  schools.  He  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1885.  when  he  embarked  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at Honeaville.  Nevada  County,  and 
carried  on  both  farming  and  merchandising  until 
his  appointment  to  his  present  position  in  October. 
1SSS.  He  then  moved  to  Prescott,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  and  now  owns  some  valuable  town 


property  and  real  estate.  Ho  was  married  in  RSi9 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  Alsobrook,  a native  of  Nevada 
County,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  four  un- 
usually bright  and  interesting  children,  viz.  : 
Thomas  W..  May,  Maude  and  Hugh.  Mr.  Mc- 
Daniel is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternit}',  and 
both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Colon  L.  McKinzie.  another  of  the  successful 
fanners  of  this  section,  is  a native  of  North  Caro 
lina,  born  in  Moore  County.  August  9,  1823,  the 
eldest  son  born  to  the  union  of  Kenneth  and  Eliza- 
beth (Fry)  McKinzie,  both  natives  of  North  Caro- 
lina. The  parents  were  married  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  moved  from  there  to  Henderson  County, 
Term. , thence  to  McNairy  County  in  1832,  where 
the  father  died  April  9,  1850,  in  his  eighty -second 
year.  Soon  after  his  death  his  widow  moved  to 
Houston  County,  Tex.,  in  1857,  and  resided  there 
with  her  youngest  son  until  her  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  her  eighty  ninth  year.  Kenneth  McKin- 
zie was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  participating 
in  many  battles.  He  was  a farmer  nearly  all  his 
life.  In  early  life  he  was  a wagoner  from  Fayette 
ville,  N.  C.,  to  different  places.  He  was  quite  old 
when  he  married,  and  he  and  wife  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
In  his  politics  he  was  a Whig.  His  father  and 
mother  were  both  natives  of  Scotland,  and  came  to 
the  United  States  before  the  Revolutionary  War, 
locating  in  North  Carolina.  There  were  born  to 
Kenneth  McKinzie  and  wife  live  children,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living,  viz.  : Colen  L.  (the  subject 

of  this  sketch),  Margaret  Ann  (widow  of  Michael 
Bryant,  residing  in  Miller  County,  Ark. ).  Eliza  >J. 
(deceased),  Daniel  (a  farmer  and  blacksmith  resid 
ing  in  Houston  County,  Tex.),  Isabella  P.  (widow 
of  George  R.  Brasliears,  who  resides  in  Houston 
County,  Tex).  The  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch  spent  his  school  days  in  McNairy  County. 
Tenu. , and  being  the  eldest  son  he  considered  it 
his  duty  to  care  for  his  parents  in  their  old  age, 
accordingly  he  remained  with  his  father  until  his 
death.  He  was  a wagoner  from  the  time  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age  until  eighteen  years.  When 
he  was  twenty  years  of  age  lie  commenced  to  learn 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  until 
1809,  at  Montezuma,  McNairy  County.  Tenn.  In 
1859  lie  went  to  Red  River  County.  Tex  , and  in 
1801  came  to  Ouachita  County.  Ark.,  remaining 
there  until  1870,  when  he  went  to  Nevada  County, 
where  lie  has  made  his  home  ever  since.  During 
his  residence  in  Ouachita  County  he  operated  a 
water  saw  and  grist  mill  and  cotton-gin.  and  was 
also  interested  in  farming.  Since  coming  to  this 
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county  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  also  operating  a mill  and  cotton-gin  un- 
til very  recently,  when  lie  sold  out  this  interest  to 
Moore  A Bonner.  He  does  blacksmith  work  for 
himself  and  neighbors.  He  now  owns  220  acres 
of  land  in  Ouachita,  and  100  acres  in  his  home  farm, 
cultivating  over  100  acres.  Before  the  war  he  had 
hammered  out  two  slaves,  which  he  lost,  together 
with  other  property.  In  .1851  he  married  Miss 
Margaret  Jones,  of  Montezuma.  Term.,  who  bore 
him  live  children  (all  dead),  and  died  in  Ouachita 
County,  in  1864,  in  her  thirty-fifth  year.  Their 
children  were:  Kenneth  (who  died  in  infancy), 

Virginia  B.  (died  when  twelve  years  old).  Joseph 
I),  (died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years),  Mary  E. 
(who  was  nine  years  old  at  her  death),  and  Colon 
51.  (who  was  an  infant).  In  December,  1805,  Miss 
Mary  L.  I1  instead  became  his  wife.  She  was  born 
in  Gibson  County,  Tenn.,  in  1840,  a daughter  of 
V.'yley  Umstead.  The  fruits  of  this  latter  unidn 
have  been  seven  children,  viz.  : Ina  A.  (wife  of 

Green  Wylie,  a farmer  of  this  county),  Elizabeth 
(deceased  at  the  age  of  six  years),  William  AY.. 
Henry  B.,  Aurora  Isabella  (at  home),  and  two  in- 
fants dead.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKinzie  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South.  Mr.  McKinzie  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  is  a Union  Labor  man  in 
politics. 

William  McLelland,  a representative  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Nevada  County,  as  well  as  one 
of  its  oldest  residents,  is  a native  of  Arkansas, 
born  near  Prescott,  June  10,  1824.  His  father 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  when  a young- 
man,  in  1814,  he  came  to  Hempstead  Count v. 
Ark. , being  among  the  very  first  settlers  of  this 
part  of  the  State.  He  was  a farmer  and  hunter, 
and  died  in  Nevada  County,  in  1830.  aged  thirty - 
right  years.  He  married  Miss  Hulda  Grayson,  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  who  came  to  Arkansas  with 
her  parents,  when  she  was  twelve  years  of  age. 
Her  parents  died  in  Louisiana.  She  was  an 
earnest  Christian  woman,  and  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church.  She  lived  to  a ripe 
(•Id  age,  dying  February  21.  187.1,  in  her  seventy- 
tij’st  year.  By  her  union  with  Mr.  McLelland.  she 
was  the  mother  of  seven  children,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  being  the  fourth  child,  two  of  whom 
are  now  living,  viz.:  William  (our  subject),  and 
Emily  (now  the  wife  of  M.  T.  McClain,  a fanner 
oi  this  county).  The  subject  of  this  short  sketch 
spent,  his  school  days  here  and  in  Texas.  When  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age  he  went  with  a brother- 
in-law  to  La  Grange.  Tex.,  remaining  there  four 
year.-,  going  to  school,  riding  races,  etc.  At  the 


end  of  that  time  he  came  back  to  Arkansas,  and 
commenced  to  farm  for  himself,  at  which  he  has 
continued  ever  since.  He  has  always  been  inter- 
ested in  stock,  line  horses,  etc.,  and  has  always 
had  the  best  brought  to  this  county-,  and  as  good 
as  any  in  the  State.  He  is  the  owner  of  about 
1,000  acres  of  land,  a good  portion  of  which  is 
under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  When  a boy 
he  was  unfortunate  enough  to  lose  one  of  his  limbs 
(his  left  leg).  When  he  tv  as  seven  years  old  he 
was  in.  company  with  a man  on  the  prairie,  who 
was  riding  a stallion.  The  vicious  animal  made  a 
dash  at  young  McLelland’ s horse,  and  caught  him 
by  the  leg,  dragging  him  from  his  position.  The 
stallion  reared  up  on  his  hind  legs,  holding  the  buy 
in  his  mouth  until  he  fell  under  the  horse,  the 
horse  running  away  with  the  boy’s  leg  in  his  mouth, 
which  he  carried  one-half  mile  before  he  dropped 
it.  Although  unable  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
late  war,  our  subject  served  his  cause  faithfully  by 
remaining  at  home  and  looking  after  those  who 
were  unable  to  go  into  the  service,  seeing  that 
they  were  provided  with  something  to  eat.  etc. 
Before  the  war  he  had  accumulated  considerable 
property,  and  although  he  lost  heavily  during 
that  period,  he  has  regained  all  he  lost.  Ho 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  for  twelve  years,  and 
as  bailiff  for  six  years  before  the  war.  August  12. 
1S47,  he  was  married,  selecting  as  his  companion 
in  life  Miss  Hannah  De  Woody,  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee. bprn  in  1827.  This  union  has  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  four  children,  still  living,  viz.  : Mary 
C.  (wife  of  James  A.  Pagan,  a farmer  of  this 
county),  Ella  L.  (wife  of  W.  S.  Hesterlv,  a farmer  of 
this  county),  Fredericks,  and  George  W.  (at  home). 
Of  those  dead.  John  E.  died  in  his  twentieth  year, 
while  the  rest  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  McLelland 
has  been  a member  of  the  Protestant  Methodist 
Church  for  many  years,  Mr.  McLelland  is  a 
member  of  the  Alliance.  He  is  a Jeffersonian 
Democrat,  and  now  votes  for  what  he  considers 
the  best  man.  He  is  one  of  the  county’s  enter- 
prising and  best  citizens,  and  at  all  times  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  educational  matters,  and  all  enter- 
prises for  the  good  of  the  community,  and  is  a 
liberal  contributor  to  the  same. 

Robert  N.  McNeely,  the  owner  of  760  acres 
of  as  fine  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  Nevada 
County,  was  orignallv  from  Clark  County.  Ark., 
where  he  was  born  on  March  10,  1820.  His 
father,  Thomas  McNeely,  was  born  in  December. 
1799,  and  died  in  October,  1858.  and  his  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Griffis,  died  in 
September,  1801.  They  were  married  in  Mis- 
souri nud  emitrrated  from  that  State  to  Arkansas 
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in  1825,  settling  in  Clark  County.  There  were 
six  children  in  their  family:  Rachel,  Elizabeth, 
Robert  N.,  David,  Mary  and  an  infant  (unnamed). 
Two  of  these  are  alive:  Rachel  and  Elizabeth. 
The  father  was  a Whig  in  his  political  preference, 
but  was  not  a member  of  any  secret  organization. 
Robert  N.  McNeely  received  a fair  education  in 
the  schools  of  Clark  County.  Ark.,  and  when  twen- 
ty-three years  of  age  began  farming  for  himself 
in  Nevada  County,  where  he  has  an  excellent  tract 
of  land.  He  selected  for  his  companion  in  life 
Miss  Kiometia  Dewoody,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
born  in  December.  lS3l.  and  the  daughter  of 
George  W.  and  Ibbie  Dewoody.  and  was  married 
toiler  in  Nevada  County,  Ark.,  in  1S50.  Their 
union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children: 
Thomas  Jefferson  (born  October  3,  1853),  Lodyan 
(born  December  18,  1855),  Kiometia C.  (born  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1857),  and  Robert  L.  (born  September 
7,  1801 . All  are  now  deceased.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  on  December  28,  1 887.  The 
sympathies  of  Mr.  McNeely  were  with  the  South- 
ern cause  during  the  late  war,  and  he  enlisted  in 
the  Twelfth  Arkansas  Regiment,  Tennessee  Army, 
and  was  transferred  to  the  Sixth  Regiment.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Thompson.  Corinth  and 
various  others,  but  was  never  wounded.  He  lost 
heavily  during  the  war.  principally  in  stock,  but 
was  not  discouraged  and  went  immediately  to 
work  to  build  up  his  shattered  fortune.  He  has 
ever  been  a liberal  cont  ributor  to  all  worthy  enter- 
prises, and  none  are  allowed  to  fall  through  for  want 
of  support  if  he  can  prevent  it.  He  makes  a spe- 
cialty of  stock  raising,  and  is  the  owner  of  some  tine 
animals.  In  politics  he  is  a strong  Union  Labor 
man,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  the  K.  of  L and  the  Alliance. 

James  S.  Marlar,  farmer,  Rosston,  Ark.  Mr. 
Marlar  was  born  in  Tennessee  on  April  0.  1834. 
and  is  the  son  of  William  T.  Marlar,  who  was  born 
in  Jarvis  County,  Tenu.,  on  February  10.  1810, 
and  died  November  28,  1868.  The  maiden  name 
of  the  mother  was  Caroline  C.  Baxter,  who  was 
born  in  Alabama  in  3812.  and  who  died  in  1845. 
The  parents  were  married  in  Fayette  County,  Tenu. . 
in  January,  1833,  and  to  them  were  born  eight 
children,  two  now  living- -John  T.  and  Elizabeth. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1815,  and 
the  father  took  for  his  second  wife  Prudence  Davis, 
who  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1810.  and  who 
died  in  1808.  Seven  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  the  following  now  living:  Cyrus  T.,  Sarah 

if.,  Jesse  D. . Charles  and  Dorcas.  Mr.  Marlar’ s 
third  marriage  was  to  Cynthia  Hixoif,  who  was 
born  in  South  Carolina  in  1810.  and  who  died  in 


1882.  His  first  and  second  wives  were  natives  of 
Tennessee,  but  the  third  was  a native  of  Arkansas. 
The'  father  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1853.  aud  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil  in  Nevada  County.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  and  he 
and  the  mother  of  our  subject  were  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  James  S.  Mar- 
lar spent  his  school-boy  days  in  tlm  common  schools 
of  Tennessee,  and  started  out  to  light  life's  bat 
ties  for  himself  when  twenty -one  years  of  age. 
He  began  farming  in  Nevada  County,  and  here  he 
has  since  continued  to  reside,  honored  and  esteemed 
by  all  acquainted  with  him.  He  was  married  on 
May  0,  1855,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hixon,  daughter 
of  John  and  Cynthia  Hixon,  and.  a native  of:  Ala- 
bama, born  on  February  10,  1832.  Eight  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  marriage,  the  following  now 
living:  Virginia  E , William  S.,  Mary  J. , Amanda 

I.,  Daniel  A.,  Elizabeth  C.  and  Eugene  A.  The 
father  was  a lieutenant  in  Col.  Hawthorn's  regi- 
ment, Arkansas  Army,  and  was  under  Gen.  .Price. 
4Ie  was  in  the  battle  of  Jenkins’  Ferry,  and  came 
borne  from  the  army  physically  disabled.  He  went 
to  farming  in  Nevada  County;  is  also  the  owner 
of  100  acres  of  excellent  Arkansas  land  elsewhere. 
He  is  at  present  clerking  in  Hendrick’s  general 
store  at  Rosston.  James  S.  (Marlar  is  a very  old 
; settler  of  the  county,  and  is  well  acquainted  with 
its  history.  He  has  always  contributed  to  all  wor- 
thy enterprises,  and  is  a pleasant,  sociable  gentle- 
man, being  well  liked  by  every  one.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, 
aud  in  politics  affiliates  with  the  Inion  Labor 
party.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  four  of  Mr.  Mar- 
lar's oldest  children  saw  the  marriage  of  their  own 
grandfather  and  grandmother.  The  explanation 
is  that  his  father  married  his  wife’s  mother. 

John  R.  Marsh  is  a member  of  a distinguished 
family'  whose  name  and  popularity  extend  from 
limit  to  limit  of  Nevada  County,  and  one  to  whom 
universal  admiration  and  esteem  is  accorded  by 
their  acquaintance,  even  throughout  the  expanse  of 
the  State  in  which  they  make  their  home.  The  par- 
ents of  this  illustrious  family,  William  and  Rebec- 
ca Marsh,  were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  married 
i in  that  Slate,  and  emigrated  from  there  to  Arkan- 
sas in  1849,  settling  in  Ouachita  County.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  only  two  years  old  at:  the 
time  the  family  came  to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and 
in  this  State  his  youth  was  passed  and  his  educa- 
tion gained.  With  an  excellent  mind  and  careful 
1 instruction,  Mr.  Marsh  rapidly  acquired  the  splen- 
! did  business  education  that  has  rendered  him  suc- 
cessful iii  all  ltis  undertakings  and  an  ornament  to 
the  business  circles  of  his  neighborhood.  On  Jan- 
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iiai  v IS,  1872,  bo  married  a most,  charming  lady  - 
Miss  Holloa  II.  Gladden. daughter  of  Janies  E.  and 
Mary  M.  Gladden,  and  of  this  union  have  been 
born  six  children — three  sons  and  three  daughters  — 
but  death  claimed  two  of  them,  Edna  14. , and 
Willie  II.,  leaving  only  Ida  It.,  Claud  If.,  Lillie 
J.  and  John  C.  alive  at  the  present  writing.  Mr. 
Marsh  was  among  the  brave  men  who  served  his 
country  faithfully  in  the. late  war,  enlisting  in  1803 
under  Capt.  W.  J.  Blake,  and  lighting  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  when  he  surrendered  at  Marshall, 
Tex  , after  which  he  returned  home  to  devote  time 
and  attention  to  farming,  and  is  to-day  the  owner 
of  a valuable  estate  of  451  acres  of  land  which  are 
highly  cultivated. 

Wiliam  E.  Marsh,  brother  of  Dr.  George  O. 
Marsh,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this  history,  is  a 
prominent  farmer,  and  born  in  Ouachita  County. 
Ark., on  July  15,  1855, and  in  the  year  1870  married 
Miss  Alice  E.  Gladden,  a native  of  Chester  County, 
8.  C. , and  a daughter  of  Edwin  and  Mary  Blake 
Gladden.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  that  State 
and  married  there  in  1851.  and  to  them  were  bom 
six  children — four  sons  and  two  daughters — and 
four  of  these  children  are  living  at  the  present 
date,  viz. : William  S..  Edwin  J.  andHollen  II.  (the 
wife  of  John  Marsh).  Her  father  is  numbered  among 
the  brave  soldiers  who  gave  his  life  for  the  welfare 
of  his  countin',  and  her  mother  emigrated  from 
South  Carolina  to  Arkansas  after  his  death,  set- 
tling in  Ouachita  County,  where  she  passed,  to  her 
heavenly  home  on  August  20,  1885.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  E.  Marsh  have  been  born  seven  chil- 
dren. viz.:  Edwin  11.,  Maud  E.,  William  J..  Mary 
It..  James  E.,  Jeffie  B.  and  Lula  B.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  and  his  wife  are  both  faithful 
and  devout  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  their  estate  is  valuable  and  cultivated 
in  au  admirable  manner.  Mr.  Marsh  is  an  advo 
cate  of  progress  in  ideas  and  plans,  adapting  them 
to  the  improvement  of  his  handsome  property. 

Dr.  George  O.  Marsh,  practicing  physician  of 
Jackson  Township,  was  born  in  Ouachita  County, 
Ark..  October  21.  1857,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
and  Rebecca  Marsh,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
farmer  and  merchant  of  some  considerable  note  in 
North  Carolina,  where  he  was  born  April  2b,  1819, 
the  latter  also  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Young.  They  were  married  in 
Fayetteville,  N.  C. , on  January  30,  1845,  and 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children—  four  sous 
and  three  daughters — four  of  whom  are  now  living, 
viz.:  John  14.,  Mary  E.  (the  wife  of  W.  W ’.  Hales, 
a farmer  of  Columbia  County.  Ark.).  William  E., 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  family  emi- 


grated from  their  native  State  to  Arkansas  in  Janu- 
ary, 1849.  settling  in  Ouachita  County.  The 
; mother  died  in  1802,  and  in  1807  the  father  was 
married  again  arid  this  time  to  Miss  Amanda  But 
ler,  of  Eayettville,  N.  C.,  and  had  (.me  child, 
Charles  C.  The  father  died  July  21,  1885.  the 
! mother  still  living  in  Ouachita.  December  3,  1879. 
i Dr.  Marsh  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  Y.  Shell, 
who  was  born  in  Nevada  County,  Ark..  October  10, 
1861,  and  is  a daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  Shell. 

| who  were  the  parents  of  ten  children  - six  sons  and 
, four  daughters — viz.:  Sarah  J.  (wife  of  Elmore 
May),  Ona  (now  Mrs.  W.  S.  Gladden),  John  E. , 

, Thomas  J.,  Mary  S.,  Everett  E.,  who  are  liv- 
| ing  at  the  present  time,  and  James  O.,  Ed- 
i ward  E.  and  Lucien  W. . who  died  many  years 
ago.  To  Dr.  George  O.  Marsh,  he  whose  name 
heads  the  sketch,  have  been  born  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Lydia,  Carrol 

C.  and  Leola.  His  medical  education  was  attained 
in  New  Oilcans  in  1887  and  1888,  and  he  first, 
commenced  to  practice  his  profession  in  Nevada 
County,  where  his  success  has  been  very  great. 
Both  as  a physician  and  a man.  he  stands  high  in 
the  community.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
! the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Doctor 
i is  a stanch  Democrat.  Besides  medicine,  farming 
also  occupies  a great  deal  of  his  attention,  and  his 
farm  of  300  acres  is  excellently  cultivated  after 
the  most  approved  methods  and  designs. 

Elmore  May,  a well-known  planter  lives  in 
Jackson  * Township,  but  his  birth  occurred  at 
Laurens  County,  S.  C. , April  21,  1849.  He  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Eliza  May,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  South  Carolina,  who  died  in  that  State  in 
1858;  the  latter  also  of  the  same  State.  To  them 
were  born  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
li  ving,  viz. : John  P. , Martha  C.  (wife  of  William 
1 D.  Johnson),  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
mother  having  died  about  1851,  the  father  married 
for  his  second  wife  Miss  Lizzie  Sterling,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Eliza  (now  Mrs. 
James  Miilan).  Mr.  Elmore  May,  he  whose  his- 
tory is  the  object  of  this  sketch,  emigrated  from 
the  scenes  of  his  birth  and  childhood  in  1870.  and 
settled  in  Ouachita  County,  Ark.  December  15, 
.1875,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  J.  Shell,  of  Nevada 
County,  a daughter  of  John  \V.  and  Nancy  M. 
(Battle)  Shell,  and  born  November  13,  1856.  Of 
the  seven  children  born  to  them,  six  are  now 
living,  W alter  S.  being  dead.  Those  living  are 
Wiley  J. . Martha  C. . Franklin.  Lalla  L.,  Charles 
E.  and  Ellen  E.  Mr.  May  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  being  secretary  of  his  lodge,  and  both 
his  wife  and  himself  belong  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
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copal  Church.  He  owns  31*2  acres  of  valuable 
farming  land,  and  is  exceedingly  public  spirited, 
and  willing  at  all  times  to  advance  any  worthy 
cause.  He  is  thoroughly  esteemed  and  liked  in 
the  neighborhood  in  which  he  makes  his  home. 

James  J.  Mayes,  a prominent  and  successful 
farmer  of  Broughton  Township,  is  the  subject  of 
the  present  sketch,  and  was  born  in  Oglethorpe 
County.  Ga. , on  June  20,  1818.  His  parents. 
James  and  Sarah  Mayes,  were  both  Southerners 
by  birth,  the  former  being  a native  of  South  Car 
olina,  the  latter  of  Georgia,  and  James  was  the 
only  child  born  to  them.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mayes 
died  while  James  was  an  infant,  leaving  him  to  an 
uncle  to  raise,  educate  and  care  for.  With  this 
uncle  the  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  until  his 
eighteenth  year,  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  his 
youth  was  passed  on  a farm,  his  education  was 
rather  limited.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  J.  Young, 
of  Georgia,  in  1841.  a daughter  of  John  T.  and 
Mary  (Booker)  Young.  Air.  and  Airs.  Alayes  are 
the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing are  now  living:  John  G. , Rebecca  (wife  of 
T.  J.  Lavender,  a farmer  near  Prescott),  Sarah  C. 
(widow  of  Charles  J.  Bowmann),  Cornelia  (Airs.  J. 
C.  Kelley),  Alabama  (Airs.  John  Cathey),  and  Will- 
iam AY.  Air.  Alayes  moved  from  Georgia  to  Ala- 
bama in  1855,  and  the  following  year  located  in 
Columbia  County,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and 
after  one  year  passed  there  settled  in  Nevada 
County,  where  he  has  continued  to  live  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  where  he  owns  240  acres  of  val 
uable  farming  land,  well  improved  and  managed 
in  a most  systematic  and  successful  way,  and  in- 
cluding an  excellent  fruit  orchard,  which  yields  a 
good  income  in  itself.  The  subject  of  the  sketch 
served  in  the  late  war,  enlisting  in  1804.  under 
Capt.  Polk.  He  is  a member  of  the  AJasonic 
order,  and  a deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  his  wrife  is  also  a member. 

Dr.  Warren  R.  Aliller.  late  a farmer,  and  re- 
tired physician,  of  Prescott,  was  born  in  Troupe 
County,  Ga.,  on  September  *2,  1836,  and  is  the 
son  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  Nancy  Eliza  (White) 
Aliller,  both  natives  of  North  Carolina,  the  father 
born  on  March  4,  1812,  and  the  mother  in  1814. 
The  parents  were  married  in  1830,  and  twelve  chil- 
dren were  born  to  their  union,  the  following  now 
living:  W.  R.,  Jr.,  Henry  C. . Andrew  J.  and  Car- 
rol P.  All  are  married.  The  parents  were  church 
members,  the  father  a member  of  the  Primitive 
Baptist,  and  the  mother  of  the  Alethodist  Church. 
The  former  was  a Whig  in  politics,  and  lost  heavily 
during  the  war.  Both  parents  are  deceased.  Dr. 
Aliller  left  home  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 


, studied  medicine  under  Dr.  C.  F.  Condrey,  and 
after  three  years  began  to  practice  in  Alabama. 
Later  he  left  (hat  State,  emigrated  to  Tennessee, 
and  there  practiced  his  profession  until  coming  to 
Arkansas  in  1873.  He  settled  in  Ouachita  County, 
but  in  1876  moved  to  Pike  County,  and  thence  in 
1888  to  Nevada  County.  Hr'  is  at  present  living 
in  Texas,  having  sold  his  farm  of  ninety-five  acres 
of  land  in  this  county,  where  in  connection  with 
farming  he  was  engaged  in  stock-raising.  He  was 
married  in  Ouachita  County,  on  J une  20,  1874,  to 
Aliss  Alary  E.  Aloore,  a native  of  AIcAIinn  County. 
Tenn. , born  September  20,  1845,  and  eight  children 
resulted  from  this  union,  all  living:  Charity  A..  Dan- 
iel AY.,  Nancy  E.,  George  T. , Alary  B.,  Virgin. 
Bertha  S.  and  Sarah  E.  During  the  late  unpleas- 
antness between  the  North  and  South,  Dr.  Miller 
was  iu  the  Sixteenth  Alabama  Regiment,  Crit ten- 
don's division  of  Tennessee.  Confederate  army, 
and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Donolson, 
Alurfreesboro,  Chattanooga,  Chickamauga.  AX i s - 
sionary  Ridge,  and  various  other  engagements.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  left  hip  by  a minie-ball  at 
Bear  Creek  Bridge.  In  politics  he  is  Democratic. 

J.  A.  Alilwell,  of  Alabama  Township,  Nevada 
County,  Ark.,  was  born  Alay  22,  1840,  in 
Franklin  County,  Ala.,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Alaggie  Alilwell,  natives  of  North  Carolina 
and  Kentucky,  respectively.  The  father  is  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  and  is  a son  of  James  Alilwell.  He 
engaged  in  farming  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
Both  the  father  and  mother  were  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  the  latter  is  still  living. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Thomas  Moss,  of  Kentucky. 
Of  their  union  were  bora  eleven  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  now  living,  viz.  : J.  A.  (the  subject  of 
this  sketch),  Thomas,  AV.C.,  A.C.,  Frank  P. , Louise, 
and  Emily  (now  Airs.  Lee).  J.  A.  Alilwell  has 
been  a resident  of  Nevada  County  since  he  reached 
liis  twelfth  year;  did  not  enlist  in  the  late  war  be- 
cause of  ill  health;  moved  with  his  parents,  and 
settled  on  his  present  farm  in  the  spring  of  1871. 
In  the  same  year  he  married  Aliss  Alary  Caldwell, 
of  Louisiana,  who  died  July  9,  1886.  Air.  Alil- 
well next  married  Airs.  Alary  Till,  widow  of  Nat 
Till,  in  December  of  1888.  To  them  has  been 
born  one  child,  an  infant  daughter.  Lydia.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  owns  a valuable  estate,  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  also  of  the 
Democratic  party.  Airs.  Alilwell  was  born  March 
IS,  1877,  in  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  John  A.  and  Bets)  Clark.  She  has 
been  three  times  married,  first,  in  1874.  to  AI.  Is. 
Taylor,  of  Alabama,  next  to -John  AI.  Till,  of  Texas, 

! and  lastly  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  She  had 
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ollo  sou  b}'  her  first  marriage,  William  Henry,  and 
was  the  mother  of  three  children  hv  her  second 
marriage,  viz. : Paralee,  Martha  and  A iola. 

William  E.  Moore,  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  Nevada  County,  and  a resident  of  Eedland 
Township,  was  born  in  Marion  County.  Ala.,  June 
‘2,  1853,  a son  of  Andrew  J.  and  Alary  (Wimpe) 
Moore,  natives  of  Georgia  and  Tennessee,  respect 
ively.  They  were  married  in  Georgia  and  moved 
from  there  to  AfcAIinn  County,  Tenn.„  thence  to 
Alabama,  and  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
seven  years  of  age  they  moved  to  Arkansas,  where 
they  both  died  four  years  later,  the  father  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two  and  the  mother  fifty  years.  They 
were  both  church  members,  he  worshiping  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  she  with 
the  Primitive  Baptist.  The  father  was  quite  suc- 
cessful in  life,  most  of  the  time  being  engaged  in 
farming;  he  was  also  an  overseer,  and  as  he  was 
one  of  the  most  practical  men  in  that  county,  al- 
ways commanded  a good  salary.  In  his  political 
views  he  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 
There  were  born  to  his  marriage  thirteen  children, 
seven  now  living.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
the  eleventh  child,  and  is  the  youngest  now  living. 
At  his  parents'  death  he  lived  with  his  brothers  and 
sisters  until  he  had  reached  his  eighteenth  year, 
when  he  began  life  for  himself  by  engaging  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  has  ever  since 
successfully  continued.  He  now  owns  220  acres  of 
land,  with  135  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  moved  to  this  county  from  Ouachita 
County  in  1884, locating  on  this  land,  which  was  then 
in  the  woods.  January  4,  187S,  he  wedded  Aliss 
Ida,  daughter  of  Eskridge  Robson,  also  an  orphan, 
her  parents  having  died  when  she  was  six  years  of 
age.  The  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  five  chil- 
dren. viz.:  Olive  L..  Dela  and  Estelle  (living),  and 
George  Milton  and  Cora  Frances  (dead).  Both 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Moore  are  members  of  the  Alission- 
ary  Baptist  Church.  AH.  Aloore  is  a member  of 
the  Alliance.  Politically,  he  belongs  to  the  Union 
Labor  party.  He  has  recently  purchased  a steam 
gin  and  mill,  which  he  will  operate. 

\\  illiam  Malcom  Alunn.  Prominent  among  the 
prosperous  and  popular  men  whose  careers  form 
the  chief  of  interest  in  the  history  of  Nevada 
County,  is  he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  In 
the  year  1832  he  was  born  in  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas, where  he  passed  his  youth,  received  his  liter- 
ary training  in  private  schools,  and  finally,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen,  commenced  farming  for  himself 
on  the  estate  where  he  has  resided  until  the  pres- 
ent time.  His  father,  Malcom  Alunn,  died  in 
hSbU,  and  entered  the  land  which  his  son  now 
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owns.  Air.  Mann’s  property  is  all  in  a fine  stale 
of  cultivation,  yielding  the  owner  a handsome  in 
come.  In  1874  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Cox.  of  Arkansas, 
daughter  of  Henry  Cox,  a native  of  Arkansas.  Of 
their  children.  Ella  B.,  Edison,  Carlyle  and  Alarv 
E.  are  living,  and  one  child  died  in  early  infancy. 
Air.  Alunn  is  a member  of  the  Farmers’  Alliance, 
and  belongs  to  the  Union  Labor  party,  being  in- 
terested in  all  worthy  enterprises.  Airs.  Alunn 
belongs  to  the  Baptist  Ch  arch,  being  a most  devout 
Christian  lad}',  who  delights  to  benefit,  mankind. 

\V.  R.  Alunn.  The  family  to  which  the  sub- 
ject of  the  present  sketch  belongs  is  of  Scottish 
descent,  the  grandfather,  Duncan  Alunn,  living  in 
Scotland,  and  the  father,  Neil  Alunn,  being  one  of 
the  pioneer  planters  of  -Tennessee,  and  afterward 
settling  iti  Arkansas.  In  the  latter  named  State, 
he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  was  born  on 
March  15,  1858,  and  there  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools.  At  quite  an  earl}  age  he 
commenced  business  for  himself,  being  to-day  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  and  popular  of  Nevada 
County’s  citizens.  Air.  Alunn  first  purchased  land 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  liis  present 
property,  which  embraces  I GO  acres  of  highly  cul- 
tivated land  and  yields  a handsome  income.  Be- 
sides fanning,  he  has  given  considerable  attention 
to  mercantile  business,  owning  an  interest  in  a large 
store  at  Lauesburg,  and  a half  interest  in  an  ex- 
tensive steam  saw-mill,  cotton-gin  and  grist-mill. 
Naturally,’  therefore,  Air.  Alunn  is  classed  among 
the  wealthy  men  of  his  district,  and  has  been  very 
successful  through  life.  Iu  1883  he  was  married 
to  Aliss  Tina  Garrett,  daughter  of  D.  F.  Garrett, 
an  influential  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Nevada 
County.  They  have  three  children,  viz.  : AYillie, 
Aline  and  Oscar.  Air.  Alunn  is  a member  of  the 
Farmers’  Alliance,  in  which  he  holds  a prominent 
position,  and  is  a stanch  Democrat,  taking  a lively 
interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  that 
party. 

AVilliam  B.  Nance,  of  Alabama  Township,  Ne- 
vada County,  Ark.,  is  a leading  citizen  of  that 
place,  having  numerous  warm  personal  friends, 
and  being  in  all  business  transactions  exceedingly 
fortunate.  His  birth  occurred  March  13,  1838, 
and  he  is  the  son  of  William  L.  and  Emily  Nance, 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Georgia,  respectively.  He 
commenced  farming  in  his  own  interest  at  the  age 
of  twenty,  and  by  means  of  a great  deal  of  natural 
ability,  energy  and  judgment,  has  succeeded  well. 
He  moved  to  Arkansas  in  December,  1858.  locating 
in  this  county  (then  a part  of  Columbia  County  ), 
and  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War.  in  18.02,  in  the  Niue- 


—v 


. 

■ ' 


. 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


r>so 


teentli  Arkansas  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  In  most  of  the  prominent 
battles  the  subject  of  this  sketch  braved  death  in 
defense  of  the  principles  that  seemed  to  him  rigid; 
was  captured  at  \ ieksburg.  and  retained  as  a pris- 
oner for  several  days,  after  which  he  was  paroled, 
and  returned  home,  and  afterward  exchanged.  Mr. 
Nance  was  married  to  Mrs.  Caroline  Edmondson, 
widow  of  William  D.  Edmondson,  and  daughter 
of  James  and  Mahalie  Henry,  natives  of  the  State 
of  Missouri.  James  Henry  moved  to  this  country 
and  State  in  ISIS,  and  his  father  was  the  first 
Methodist  preacher  who  came  to  Arkansas,  and  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Hempstead  County.  He  has  at 
the  present  writing  about  150  living  descendants, 
and  he  is  now  a resident  of  Texas.  To  Mr.  Will- 
iam B.  Nance  (subject  of  the  present  sketch)  and 
wife  have  been  born  nine  children,  viz.:  AVillio 

(Mrs.  Bragg),  Bascomb.  Emma  (deceased),  Henry. 
Judge  S.,  Marvin.  Stephen  Walter,  and  Eli,  be 
sides  which  Mrs.  Nance  has  one  son  by  her  first 

marriage,  viz. : Charlie  E.  Edmondson  (now  liv- 

£~> 

ing  in  Texas).  The  subject  of  this  sketch  owns  a 
valuable  estate  of  320  acres,  which  is  well  cul 
tivated:  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
for  more  than  four  years:  is  a school  director,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South.  Air.  Nance’s  father, 
William  L.  Nance,  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
lie  lived  in  the  State  of  Georgia  for  quite  a while, 
and  there  married,  and  then  moved  to  Alabama, 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  only  nine 
months  old.  and  died  in  tha$>  State  in  the  year  184-1 . 
To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  five  children,  four 
of  whom  are  still  living,  viz  : Isham  A.  (deceased), 
William  B.,  Thomas,  Anna  (wife  of  William  Jor 
dan),  and  W illiamson  L. 

J.  A.  Nelson.  The  history  of  any  county,  how- 
ever complete  it  may  be,  can  not  do  full  justice  to 
the  prominent  men  whose  careers  form  the  chief 
glory  of  the  district  which  claims  them.  The  sub- 
ject of  the  present  sketch  is  numbered  among  these 
men,  and  merits  a vast  amount  of  praise,  both  for 
his  superior  ability  and  grand  success.  He  is  a 
son  of  John  H.  Nelson,  a prominent  planter  of 
Georgia,  and  was  born  in  1849.  His  youth  was 
spent  in  Arkansas,  where  he  also  received  his  liter- 
ary training  from  private  instructors.  In  the  year 
1 86b  Air.  Nelson  commenced  farming  in  Nevada 
County.  He  was  married  in  1871  to  Aliss  Sarah 
A.  Sokes,  daughter  of  H.  W.  Sokes,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children.  In  1S88  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  turned  his  attention  to  mercan- 
tile business,  which  proved  a complete  success  in 
everyway,  and  to  day  he  ranks  among  the  wealthy 


citizens  of  Nevada.  Air.  Nelson  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  lodge,  and  also  a member  of  the  Afeth- 
odisl  Church,  and  is  always  interested  in  worthy 
public  matters.  Actively  engaged  in  politics,  he 
is  a Democrat,  and  thoroughly  faithful  lo  his  party 
principles. 

Guy  Nelson,  one  of  the  legal  lights  of  Prescott, 
was  born  in  Oglethorpe  County,  Ga. , Alarch  3, 
1856.  His  parents,  John  R.  and  Julia  (Holland) 
Nelson,  natives  of  Georgia,  emigrated  to  Arkansas 
about  i860,  locating  at  Ozark,  in  Franklin. County, 
where  they  remained  until  1863.  when  they  re- 
moved to  Miller  County,  Ark.,  and  settled  within 
one-half  mile  of  where  Texarkana  is  now  located. 
They  took  all  their  negroes  with  them,  but  they 
were  shortly  afterward  set  free.  Here  they  resided 
until  1865.  when  they  removed  to  Falcon  (now 
Nevada  County),  where  they  owned  property,  and 
they  remained  here  and  at  Washington  County 
until  .1875,  when  they  removed  to  near  Prescott. 
Here  the  father  put  up  a Government  distillery, 
which  he  ran  for  several  years,  it  being  the  first  and 
only  distillery  near  Prescott.  He  died  in  1886 
and  the  mother  is  still  living,  residing  in  Prescott. 
They  had  a family  of  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  still  living,  viz. : Airs.  A.  Watson  (of  Clarksville. 
Tex.).  Airs.  Riley,  Guy  and  Alay.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  raised  principally  in  Arkansas,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Washington,  Falcon  and  Camden,  and  at  the 
a$re  of  eighteen  rears  he  came  to  Prescott  and 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  which  he 
continued  for  about  two  years.  He  then  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  liquor  business  for  his  father, 
running  eight  saloons.  He  continued  in  this  bus 
iness  for  five  years,  reading  law  at  spare  moments. 
In  1879  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Attorney- Gen. 
Atkinson  & Weber,  and  in  1884  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  has  ever  since  been  iu  practice  at  Pres 
cott.  He  is  a fine  lawyer  and  a fluent  speaker,  and 
his  services  are  much  sought  for.  He  has  a large 
and  lucrative  practice,  extending  over  the  Eighth  and 
Ninth  Judicial  Circuits.  He  was  married  in  188-7. 
to  Aliss  Ida  "Willingham,  by  whom  he  has  one  son, 
Shelton.  Both  Air.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  are  membeis 
of  the  Christian  Church.  When  Air.  Nelson  quit 
the  liquor  business  he  was  $ 10. <’00  in  debt,  but  (his 
account  he  has  settled,  paying  this  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds  of  his  profession.  He  certainly  deserves  con- 
siderable credit  for  ability  in  managing  his  finan- 
cial, as  well  as  his  professional  affairs.  Ho  is  not 
actively  engaged  in  politics,  as  he  is  so  deeply  en- 
grossed with  his  profession.  He  has  served  iwo 
terms  as  mayor  of  Prescott. 

Dr.  Charles  M.  Norwood,  practicing  physician 
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mul  fanner  of  Union  Township,  is  one  of  the  most 
i-vnorally  liked  and  respected  citizens  of  Nevada 
County,  and  as  such  is  deservedly  popular.  He 
was  born  in  Giles  County,  Tenn. , February  29, 
1840,  and" emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Arkansas 
when  still  a child  of  seven  years,  and  here  received 
a good  business  education  in  Columbia  County,  in 
the  private  schools.  On  December  19,  1869,  he 
married  Airs.  Harriett  L.  Holloman,  daughter  of 
William  B.  and  Maria  L.  Calhoon,  and  of  this 
union  have  been  born  six  children,  of  whom  only 
live  are  living  at  this  writing,  viz.:  Mary  M. , 

Lula  E. , William  J.\  Harriet  E.  and  Charles  M. 
Mr.  Norwood  attended  the  medical  college  in  New 
Orleans  in  1S66  and  1S67,  and  first  commenced  to 
practice  in  Lafayette  County,  Ark.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Civil  War  in  1861,  serving  as  a private  soldier; 
was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Stone  River, 
Chickamauga  and  many  minor  skirmishes,  and  at 
Chickamauga  received  a severe  wound  in  the  right 
leg,  which  forced  his  limb  to  be  amputated  in 
1863,  but  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  State  Senator  of  Arkansas  in  1882.  and  at  one 
time  assessor  of  Lafayette  County.  Dr.  Norwood 
owns  a good  farm,  which  is  well  improved,  and  is 
a member  of  the  Farmers’  National  Alliance.  Both 
himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church.  Dr.  Norwood  is  a worthy  citi- 
zen, highly  esteemed  and  admired  by  all  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  He  is  a son  of 
Josiah  M.  and  Sarah  A.  Norwood,  the  father  a na- 
tive of  Lincoln  County,  Tenn.,  and  born  in  1S20; 
the  mother  of  North  Carolina,  born  in  1820.  The 
father  was  treasurer  of  Lafayette  County,  Ark. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children — live  sons 
and  four  daughters — of  whom  the  following  four 
are  now  living,  viz.:  Charles  M. , Benjamin  F., 

George  O.,  and  Susan  C.  (wife  of  James  Knighton, 
of  Columbia  County).  Dr.  Norwood  was  a candi- 
date for  governor  of  Arkansas  in  1888,  receiving 
86,000  votes. 

Martin  M.  Ollson,  of  Alabama  Township,  Ne- 
vada County,  Ark.,  wras  born  in  Sweden,  his  par- 
ents being  Ola  Martinson  Ollson  and  Anne  Ollson, 
natives  of  Sweden,  and  to  whom  were  born  thir- 
teen children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living, 
viz.:  Nelson,  Elna,  Martin  M.  and  Jenson.  Mr. 

Ollson  came  to  this  country  when  a young  man, 
having  previously  worked  in  Denmark  four  years, 
and  in  Germany  three  years,  and  being  for  a time 
a sailor  on  the  Atlantic.  He  first  settled  in  Amer- 
ica in  Philadelphia,  then  tried  New  York  State, 
near  the  city  of  Buffalo,  where  he  engaged  in 
fanning.  From  that  point  he  moved  to  Tennessee, 
in  which  State  he  married,  and  one  rear  later  emi- 


grated to  Louisiana.  In  the  year  18S2  Mr.  Ollson 
came  to  Arkansas,  locating  at  Fulton.  He  then 
went  to  Texarkana.  Once  more  coming  to  Arkan- 
sas, he  located  this  lime  in  Nevada  County,  where 
he  is  devoting  his  attention  to  farming.  Mr.  Oil- 
son -was  married  in  1881  to  Miss  Etta  Dora  Gassett, 
who  was  born  in  1864  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
To  them  have  been  born  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living  at  the  present  writing,  viz. : Ern- 
est, Artir  and  Collie.  Mr.  Ollson  owns  about  400 
acres  of  fine  land,  which  are  wrell  cultivated,  and  in 
politics  is  a Republican. 

Capt.  John  Parker.  A history  of  Nevada 
County  would  be  in  no  measure  complete  without 
a story  of  the  life  of  him  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  The  true  strength  of  any  county  depends 
in  great  measure  upon  the  number  of  popular  and 
successful  citizens  residing  there,  and  Capt.  Par- 
ker belongs  pre-eminently  to  this  class.  He  is  a 
son  of  Giles  Parker,  a native  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, wTio  died  in  1859.  His  youth  was  passed 
in  Mississippi,  and  there  he  received  his  education. 
At  an  early  age  the  subject  of  this  sketch  com- 
menced to  make  a career  for  himself,  and  moved 
to  Nevada  County  in  December,  1853,  where  he 
entered  land,  and  has  at  present  a valuable  estate. 
Capt.  Parker  has  held  several  public  offices.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Civil  Mar  in  1862,  in  Company  C, 
Twentieth  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  was  soon  made 
captain  of  his  company,  and  figured  in  many  of 
the  .celebrated  battles.  He  was  captured  at  Big 
Black,  and  endured  all  the  misery  of  prison  life. 
June  20,  1850.  he  married  Miss  S.  J.  Crawford, 
daughter  of  John,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
eight  children, vail  of  whom  were  born  in  Kansas, 
and  continue  to  reside  in  this  State.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
the  father  an  active  Democrat,  a member  of  the 
Masonic  lodge,  and  a generally  useful,  happy  and 
prosperous  man. 

John  Jefferson  Pelt,  a prominent  and  pros- 
perous farmer  of  Nevada  County,  was  born  in 
North  Carolina  September  2,  1814.  John  Jeffer- 
son moved  from  North  Carolina  to  Alabama  in 
1841.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  united  in 
matrimony  to  Ciudarella  Davie,  of  Tennessee. 
She  passed  her  youth  in  Tennessee,  and  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  moved  with  her  parents  to  Ala- 
bama. They  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1844,  and  ar- 
rived here  with  only  a small  amount  of  money  with 
which  to  begin  their  career,  settling  in  Hempstead 
County  in  the  woods,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  that  county.  Afterward  he  moved  to 
his  present  estate,  and  has  accumulated  a consider- 
able fortune.  He  also  devoted  a great  ileal  of  at- 
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tent  ion  to  mercantile  business.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pelt  have  had  fourteen  children,  of  whom  eight 
are  living  at  the  present  time:  Mary  E.  (wife  of 
William  S.  Kent),  James  D.,  Rebecca  J.  (wife  of 
B.  J.  Drake),  Joseph  William.  Sarah  J.  (wife  of 
John  A.  Cook),  Joseph  S.,  Laura,  Ider  (wife  of  E. 
R.  MeSwain),  and  Septimus  E.  Mr.  Pelt’s 
mother  was  Miss  Mary  Capps  before  her  marriage, 
and  was  born  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  aod  died  in 
July,  1829,  at  Mecklmburg,  N.  C.  He  is  a Master 
Mason,  and  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  eight 
years. 

Jeremiah  Pittman  originally  came  from  Wilkin- 
son County,  Ga. , born  February  If,  1832,  the 
second  of  three  children  born  to  the  union  of  Jesse 
and  Jincie  (Garrett)  Pittman,  both  natives  of 
Georgia,  in  which  State  the  mother  died.  When 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  four  years  of  age  his 
father  removed  to  Mississippi,  and  died  when  his 
son  was  in  his  sixth  year,  leaving  him  to  the  care 
of  relatives  He  was  a Democrat,  politically. 
The  son  remained  with  his  relatives,  attending 
school,  until  he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  and  then 
came  to  Pike  County,  Ark.,  remaining  for  one  year, 
and  until  1874  he  spent  his  time  successively  in 
Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  one  year  in  Texas.  Mis- 
sissippi, and  again  in  Hempstead  County.  In  1S74 
he  located  on  his  present  property,  and  has  since 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  in  the 
Confederate  service  until  the  close  of  the  late  war, 
and  that  period  found  him  without  means.  He 
immediately  set  to  work,  however,  to  mend  his 
fortunes,  and  in  this  has  succeeded  unusually  well, 
being  now  possessed  of  800  acres  of  good  land,  and. 
cultivating  about  200  acres.  While  in  Hempstead 
County  he  served  four  years  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
Since  the  war  he  has  been  engaged  in  various  oc- 
cupations. In  1865,  1806  and  1867  he  was  engaged 
in  clerking  at  Melbrook.  Hempstead  County;  in 
1868  and  1869  he  was  engaged  in  the  tanning  busi- 
ness. In  1876  and  1 877  the  saw  and  grist  mill  busi- 
ness occupied  his  attention.  He  was  married  in  1853 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Stone,  of  Hempstead  County, 
who  died  one  year  later.  In  1857  Miss  Phoebe 
Mitchell,  of  Hempstead  County,  became  Mrs.  Pitt- 
man, and  bore  him  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom 
are  now  living.  She  died  in  this  county  in  1SS3, 
and  August  30,  1886,  Mr.  Pittman  was  again  mar- 
ried, this  time  to  Miss  Talulah  Mdlfresh.  daughter 
of  William  Mcllfresh,  of  this  county.  The  fruits 
of  this  latter  union  have  been  two  children — a son 
l and  a daughter — both  living.  Mr.  Pittman  belongs 

to  the  K.  of  II.  Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  and 
is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  county. 


John  E.  Portis.  To  the  many  readers  of  this 
' volume  Mr.  Portis  is  known  as  one  of  the  highly 
S respected  citizens  of  Nevada  County.  Originally 
f from  Monroe  County,  Ala. , he  was  born  in  1850,  j 
the  youngest  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom  are  i 
j still  living,  born  to  the  union  of  Samuel  C.  and 
| Miss  M.  R.  (Gordon)  Portis,  natives  of  North  and  ] 
; South  Carolina,  respectively.  His  parents  emi- 
| grated  to  Monroe  County,  Ala.,  at  an  early  day, 

| where  the  father  successfully  engaged  in  merchan- 
i dising,  and  also  took  a prominent  part  in  the  af- 
j fairs  of  the  county,  serving  as  sheriff  for  two 
[ terms,  and  also  representing  his  county  in  the 
State  Legislature.  They  died  in  Monroe  County, 

| being  universally  respected.  The  subject  of  this 
i sketch  was  reared  and  educated  in  Alabama  and 
brought  up  in  the  mercantile  business.  He  came 
| to  Arkansas  in  1883,  locating  in  Prescott,  where  he 
; embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  and  carried 
| it  on  successfully  until  he  was  elected  county  and 
circuit  clerk  (1888),  and  is  now  serving  in  that  ca- 
i pacity,  having  sold  his  business.  He  was  mar- 
■ ried,  in  1885,  to  Miss  Annette  Smith,  a native  of 
j Iowa.  Mrs.  Portis  is  a member  of  the  Christian 
i Church.  Mr.  Portis  is  one  of  the  public-spirited 
S men  of  Nevada  County,  and  is  identified  with  a 
1 great  many  public  enterprises.  He  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  the  first  Democratic 
clerk  elected  in  the  county  for  ten  years. 

Thomas  A.  Potter.  In  Laurens  County,  S. 

C. , on  February  20,  1846,  he  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch  was  born,  being  the  son  of  Waymon 
! H.  and  Elizabeth  (Simpson)  Potter,  who  were 
married  in  that  State  in  1832,  and  have  seven 
i children — two  sons  and  five  daughters — two  of 
j whom  are  living,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and 
Amanda  (the  wife  of  Robert  Copland).  The 
family  emigrated  from  South  Carolina  to  Arkan- 
sas in  the  year  1858,  settling  in  Ouachita 
County.  He  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War  on  the 
! rebel  side,  enlisting  in  the  infantry  under  Capt.  | 

! Griffin  in  1862,  and  serving  until  the  close  of  the 
i war.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  order 
i and  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  died 
in  1890,  and  the  mother  breathed  her  last  in  1862. 
Thomas  came  to  Arkansas  with  his  parents  when 
; a boy  of  sixteen,  where  he  received  a common- 
school  education  in  the  common  schools.  He,  too, 
served  in  the  late  war,  enlisting  in  Cavalry  Com- 
pany D,  in  1862,  was  never  in  any  of  the  regular 
' battles,  but  in  several  skirmishes,  serving  until 
the  ciose  of  the  war.  Then  he  returned  home  to 
engage  in  farming.  He  married  Miss  Mary  J. 

; Gulley,  a native  of  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  a 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  Eliza  Gulley.  Mr.  and 
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Mr.s.  Potior  are  the  parents  of  ten  children — two  \ 
sons  and  eight  daughters — nine  of  whom  are  still  j 
living,  viz.:  EllaL.  (wife  of  Leo  Moody),  Carrie 
E.,  Addie  A.,  Lena  M. , Mary  A.,  Lillie  A.,  Jessie 
T. , Emily  P.  and  Barcus  W.  Mr.  Potter  owns 
431)  acres  of  land,  well  improved  and  very  valu- 
able, besides  which  he  is  interested  in  mercantile 
business,  and  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  those 
who  are  acquainted  with  him  He  is  politically  a 
Democrat,  and  true  to  the  principles  of  his  party,  j 

Newton  J.  Price,  a farmer  of  special  note  re-  i 
siding  in  Bougliton  Township,  was  born  December  j 
3,  18-18.  He  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Mari-  j 
anna  C.  Price.  The  father  was  born  in  Alabama 
in  1810,  and  was  a farmer  and  shoemaker,  devoting  1 
his  attention  to  these  occupations.  The  mother  | 
was  a native  of  Alabama,  bom  in  1816.  They  were  j 
married  in  1832  and  are  the  parents  of  twelve  chil-  j 
dren — eleven  sons  and  oue  daughter.  Those  of  the 
children  now  living  are:  Newton  J.,  James  M. , 

G eorge  AY.,  F rancis  M. , Lewis  L..  Benjamin  F.,  ! 
Andrew  J.,  Joanna  (now  Mrs.  N.  Tompkins,  of  i 
Pike  County).  The  family  moved  from  Texas  to 
Arkansas  in  1860,  settling  in  Hempstead  County, 
where  they  lived  until  the  death  of  the  parents, 
which  occurred  in  1863  and  1867.  They  were  ' 
both  faithful  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  ; 
Newton  Price,  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch,  : 
married  Miss  Laura  J.  Aaron,  of  Nevada  County,  j 
August  29,  1839.  They  are  the  parents  of  nine  I 
children,  of  whom  those  now  living  are:  John  F.,  ; 
Oscar  C. , Anderson  J.,  Alonzo  C.,  Aaron  M.,  Geor- 
gie,  Nora  G.  and  Artiamissa.  Mr.  Price  is  a Bap-  j 
iist  minister,  having  been  ordained  to  preach  in  I 
in  1878.  He  owns  a valuable  estate  which  is  cul- 
tivated after  the  newest  and  most  advanced  meth-  j 
ods,  and  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 

John  G.  Purifoy.  Prominent  among  those  who 
have  added  to  the  glory  of  Nevada  County,  is  he 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  and  who  is  at  pres- 
ent a planter  of  considerable  note.  He  was  born 
in  Wilcox  County,  Ala.,  December  14,  1S37.  and 
is  the  son  of  Leroy  and  Elizabeth  Purifoy,  the  for-  i 
raer  being  a native  of  Georgia,  and  born  in  1S17;  : 
the  mother  of  the  same  State,  and  born  in  1819. 
They  were  the  parents  often  children — seven  sons 
and  three  daughters — the  following  of  whom  onlv 
are  living  at  the  present  time,  viz.  : John  G..  Francis  ; 
W.,  .Marshall  L.,  Martha  M.  I wife  of  A.  B.  Moody), 
and  Elizabeth  C.  The  family  emigrated  from  Ala- 
bama to  Arkansas.  December,  1847.  settling  in  Oua- 
chita County.  The  father  died  in  1870.  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Primit  ive  Baptist  Church,  and  a min- 
ister. The  mother  is  living  in  this  county,  is  seventy  , 
years  old,  and  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist 


Church.  The  subject  of  this  church  married  Miss 
Mary  L.  Battle  in  1840.  She  is  a daughter  of 
John  N.  and  Savilla  battle,  and  was  born  in  Mis- 
sissippi, September  12,  1840.  To  them  were  born 
two  children,  one  daughter,  and  a son  now  living, 
viz.  : John  L.  Mrs.  Purifoy  died  on  July  19,  1862, 
and  Air.  Purifoy  married,  on  March  17,  1864,  Mrs. 
Harriett  J.  Greer,  widow  of  Sidney  A.  Greer. 
They  had  one  son,  viz.:  Thomas  Greer.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Purifoy  have  nine  children — four  sons  and 
live  daughters — of  whom  seven  are  now  living,  viz.  : 
Mary  E.  (wife  of  W.  A.  Godley),  Beulah  E. , Will- 
iam A.,  Marshall  AY.,  Keron  E.,  Mattie  J.,  Law- 
rence L.  Air.  Purifoy  was  in  the  late  war  under 
Capt.  AAA  C.  Thompson,  and  engaged  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Corinth,  Bakers’  Creek,  Vicksburg,  Jenkins’ 
Ferry,  and  numerous  others.  He  received  a wound 
in  the  head  at  the  battle  of  Vicksburg,  and  a 
wound  in  the  hip  at  Corinth,  but  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  surrendering  at  Camden,  Ark., 
in  1S65.  At  the  close  of  the  war  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  returned  home,  devoting  his  attention 
to  farming,  an  occupation  he  has  followed  con- 
stantly to  the  present  time.  He  is  a Alason  and 
has  held  public  positions  at  different  periods  of  his 
life,  and  always  gave  immense  satisfaction  to  the 
people  with  whom  he  is  deservedly  popular.  He 
owns  a large  and  valuable  farm. 

L.  C.  Purtle  is  among  the  popular  and  prosper- 
ous men  who  are  found  in  Nevada  County,  Ark. . 
and  is  the  son  of  George  Purtle,  a farmer  and 
prominent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  who 
died  in  1870.  His  youth  was  spent  in  Alabama, 
where  he  received  only  a moderate  education,  being 
dependent  chiefly  upon  himself  for  his  literary 
training.  In  1842  he  commenced  farming  in  Ala- 
bama, remaining  there  until  1851,  at  which  time 
he  moved  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  what  is  now  Ne- 
vada County,  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  present 
place.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  185  acres  of  valu- 
able and  well- cultivated  land,  and  is  largely  in- 
terested in  farming  still.  He  enlisted  in  the  Civil 
AVar  in  1863,  in  Company  C of  Arkansas,  under 
Capt.  Parker,  and  served  in  a highly  creditable 
manner  until  1865.  Alarch  26,  1S46,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Alary  A.  Billingsly,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Billingsly,  of  Alississippi,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  the  following 
are  still  living:  Pattrick  AI.  (married  Aliss  L.  Bos- 
well), Thomas  (married  Aliss  Casandar  Halem). 
James  D.  (married  Aliss  Margurite  Adams),  Locora 
(is  now  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Tubbs),  Edwin  H.  and  Bur- 
nica  are  single.  Air.  Purtle  is  a Alason,  a member 
of  the  AYheel,  and  an  active  Democrat.  Both  Air. 
and  Airs.  Purtle  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
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James  D.  Reason,  a partner  in  the  firm  of  \Y. 
■Gf.  Herring  & Co. , of  Willisville,  Taylor  Township, 
Nevada  County,  was  born  in  this  county,  in  Janu- 
ary of  the  year  1802  (it  was  at  that  time  a part  of 
Columbia  County),  and  is  a son  of  William  and 
Mahalie  Reason,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and 


the  State  of  North  Carolina.  The  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  1807.  John 
Reason  was  a farmer  by  profession,  and  died  in 
1864.  The  father  of  James  Reason  was  also  a 
farmer,  and  emigrated  from  North  Carolina  to 
Tennessee,  from  Tennessee  to  Arkansas  in  1854, 
entering  a wild  tract  of  land  in  what  is  now  Taylor - 
ville  Township,  in  this  count}',  and  was  numbered 
among  the  pioneer  settlers.  He  enlisted  in  the 
late  war  in  1861,  serving  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  figuring  in  manv  of  the  famous  battles.  Re- 
turning  home  May,  1865,  he  devoted  his  attention 
to  agriculture  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
took  place  September  2,  1888.  He  married  the 
mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  in  August,  of 
the  year,  1856.  She  was  born  September  17.  1839, 
and  is  still  living.  She  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Of  this  union  were  born  thirteen  chil- 
dren, eleven  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.:  John 
F.,  Martha,  James  D..  MaryE.,  William  IL,  Sam- 
uel A.,  Albert  N.,  Edward  A..  Wiley  B..  Drucilla 
and  Sallie.  Mr.  Reason  received  a good  education 
in  the  common  schools,  emigrated  to  Texas  in  1882. 
and  three  years  later  returned  home  and  engaged 
in  farming  on  the  old  homestead.  The  following 
year  he  clerked  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  in 
1 889  entered  the  employ  of  Herring  & Bull,  and 
in  1890  purchased  a third  interest  in  that  store, 
now  known  by  the  firm  name  of  W.  G.  Herring  & 
Co.  He  is  a highly  respected  citizen  and  a most 
successful  young  business  man.  and  a member  of 
the  Masonic  order. 

James  W.  Sanders,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers 
of  Leake  Township,  was  born  October  8.  1820.  in 
Carolina  County,  Ya. . and  is  a son  of  James  and 
Sallie  Sanders,  natives  of  Virginia,  the  father 
born  in  1795.  and  is  the  son  of  Richard  Sanders, 
and  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  died  in  1865, 
the  mother  dying  about  the  year  1827.  To  them 
were  born  three  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  the  only  one  living.  The  father 
married  a second  time,  the  lady  of  his  choice  be- 
ing Miss  Mary  Wilson,  of  Virginia.  She  died  in 
1888,  and  to  them  had  been  born  six  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  date,  viz. : John, 
Thomas,  Sally  and  Fanny.  James  W.  Sanders, 
he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  left  Virginia 


about  1837,  and  went  to  Southern  Alabama,  where 
he  married  and  remained  until  1848,  at  which 
time  he  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  the 
neighborhood  of  what  was  then  a part  of  Ouachi- 
ta County.  He  was  an  overseer  until  the  year 
1854,  but  at  that  time  purchased  the  estate  upon 
which  he  now  lives.  He  enlisted  in  the  late  war, 
serving  until  the  close  of  same,  on  detailed  duty- 
most  of  the  time,  employed  to  track  runaway 
slaves.  Mr.  Sanders  was  married  July  2,  1840,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Ward,  daughter  of  William  Ward, 
of  Georgia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanders  have  five 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present 
date,  viz.:  Mary  J.,  Thomas,  Sarah  C.  and  James 
P. , Robert  S.,  the  eldest  child  is  dead.  Mr.  San- 
ders owns  900  acres  of  land  that  is  in  an  excellent 
state  of  cultivation,  and  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  and  also  of  the  County  Wheel.  He 
is  a Democrat  of  considerable  importance  in  his 
neighborhood. 

John  Shrieves  a well-known  liveryman  of  Pres- 
cott, Ark.,  is  a native  of:  Marion  County,  Ohio,  and 
born  October  1,  1856.  He  is  a son  of  John  and 
Rachael  Shrieves,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio,  mar- 
ried in  that  State,  and  the  children  born  to  them 
were  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  only 
Joshiah.  James,  Frank  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  are  living.  The  father  was  a miner  and 
iron  and  coal  dealer,  and  died  in  Ohio  on  Septem- 
ber 10,  1859.  The  mother  was  a devout  and  faithful 
member*of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  up  to 
the  time  of  her  death.  November  11,  1879.  Mr. 
Shrieves,  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch  was 
married  to  Miss  Cordelia  Gillau,  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  E.  Gillan,  of  Kentucky.  She 
was  born  in  Prairie  County,  Ark..  October  3,  1861, 
and  her  father  was  killed  in  the  late  war,  and  she 
lost  her  beloved  mother  about  1866.  Mr.  John 
Shrieves  came  to  Arkansas  in  the  year  1878,  set- 
tling in  Nevada  County,  where  he  owns  a valuable 
and  highly  improved  farm.  For  a number  of 
years  he  gave  his  attention  to  farming,  but  upon 
his  removal  to  Prescott  in  1887,  he  opened  a 
livery  stable,  in  which  he  succeeds  very  well  indeed, 
it  being  a business  for  which  he  seems  peculiar- 
ly adapted.  He  has  a host  of  friends  and  admirers 
who  delight  to  express  their  appreciation  of  liis 
success.  Both  his  wife  and  himself  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  three  attractive  children,  viz.:  Edna  and  Will- 
iam Franklin  (who  are  living),  and  John  A.  (of 
whom  death  robbed  them).  In  politics  Mr. 
Shrieves  is  a Republican,  and  manifests  a large 
amount  of  interest  in  all  public  matters. 

George  P.  Smoote,  of  the  law  firm  of  Sraoote, 
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McRae  & Arnold.  Prescott,  Nevada  County,  Ark., 
was  born  in  Hickman  County,  Term.,  on  December 
28,  1828.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Dr.  Charles 
Smoote,  was  born  near  Frederick,  Md.,  about 
1770,  where  he  intermarried  with  Miss  Letticia 
Tyler  in  1803.  He  emigrated  to  Hickman  County, 
Term.,  in  1815,  and  there  practiced  his  profession 
until,  by  reason  of  his  increasing  age.  he  became 
unable  to  do  so.  He  was  prominent  in  his  profes- 
sion, especially  as  a surgeon.  He  died  in  1838. 
T!  le  maternal  grandfather  of  George  P.  Smoote, 
Edward  Williams,  was  a planter,  born  near 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  about  1760.  In  early  life  he 
emigrated  to  Tennessee,  and  founded  the, village 
of  Williamsport,  on  Duck  River,  twelve  miles  west 
of  Columbia,  Maury  County,  where  he  lived  until 
bis  death  in  1833.  He  married  and  reared  a large 
family  of  children.  John  N.  Smoote,  the  eldest 
child  of  Dr.  Charles  Smoote,  was  born  near 
Frederick,  Md. , in  1 SOT,  and  emigrated  with  his 
father  to  Hickman  County,  Tenn.,  in  1815.  He 
studied  medicine,  and  followed  the  practice  of  it, 
until  his  death  in  1841.  He  intermarried  with 
Margaret,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Edward  Will- 
iams, in  1826.  She  died  in  1839.  They  had 
born  to  them  three  children,  of  whom  George  P. 
Smoote.  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor. He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Tennessee, 
attending  the  academy  at  "Williamsport  for  several 
sessions,  and  afterward  the  school  of  David  Reeve 
Arnold,  in  Maury  County,  with  whom  he  read 
Latin  and  studied  mathematics.  Mr.  Arnold  was 
a well-prepared  and  skillful  educator,  and  a poet 
of  some  distinction.  Mr.  Smoote,  after  leaving 
the  school  of  Mr.  Arnold,  studied  law  under  the 
Hon.  Edward  Dillahuntv,  a distinguished  Tennes- 
see circuit  judge,  residing  near  Columbia.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  18-19,  a few  months  be- 
fore his  majority,  and  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Centreville,  Hickman  County,  im- 
mediately after  obtaining  license.  He  remained 
there  about  twelve  months,  and  then  moved  to 
Camden, Ouachita  County,  Ark. . reaching  that  place 
in  October,  1850.  After  stopping  at  Camden  for 
two  years,  he  went  to  Magnolia,  Columbia  County, 
where  he  made  his  home,  and  practiced  his  pro- 
fession (except  a short  interval,  spent  at  Washing- 
ton, Hempstead  County)  until  1877.  In  the 
meantime  he  served  four  years  as  a soldier  in  the 
Confederate  army — first  as  lieutenant  of  artillery, 
and  tlien  as  aid-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Maj.-Gen. 
John  P.  McCown.  until  the  retirement  of  that  gener- 
al in  1863,  and  afterward  in  the  provost-marshal’s 
department.  Mr.  Smoote  was  a member  of  the 
Arkansas  State  Convention  of  1861,  which  passed 


the  ordinance  of  secession,  for  which  he  voted. 
He  was  also  a member  of  the  convention  which 
i framed  the  present  constitution  in  1874 — repre- 
i senting  on  both  occasions  the  county  of  Columbia. 
In  1877  he  moved  to  Prescott,  Nevada  County, 
and  formed  a partnership  in  the  practice  of  law, 
with  the  Hon.  Thomas  C.  McRae,  who  is  the  pres- 
ent Congressman  from  the  Third  Arkansas  Dis- 
trict. The  linn  still  continues  under  the  style  of 
Smoote,  McRae  & Arnold.  As  a lawyer,  Mr. 
i Smoote  has  been  successful,  and  holds  a reputable 
standing  in  his  profession.  On  several  occasions 
he  lias  served  as  special  supreme  judge  of  the 
State,  by  executive  appointment.  He  is  also  the 
author  of  aunall  volume  of  poems, “ The  Mississippi 
and  Other  Songs,’’  recently  published  by  Charles 
Wells  Moulton,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Smoote  has 
; been  twice  married.  First,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  A. 

: Mullins,  by  whom  ten  children  wore  born  to  him. 

Five  of  them,  namely:  Ida  A.,  Jennie,  Nettie, 
j Charles  W.  and  Tyler  A.,  still  survive.  His  first 
wife  died  in  April,  1S82,  and,  on  December  2,  1884, 
he  married  Mrs.  Julia  Goode  Mathews,  his  present 
wife,  both  being  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South. 

W.  A.  Snell,  an  influential  farmer  of  Emmet. 
Nevada  County,  is  a son  of  J.  D.  and  Mary 
Snell,  of  Alabama,  and  was  born  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  in  1848,  passing  his  youth  there  and 
receiving  his  education  from  private  tutors.  When 
; he  had  reached  his  seventeenth  year  he  commenced 
a linancial  career  for  himself,  giving  his  attention 
and  energy  to  farming,  in  which  occupation  he 
succeeded  admirably  from  the  • very  beginning. 
Mr.  Snell  is  at  the  present  writing  one  of  the  wealthy 
planters  of  Nevada  County,  one  equally  popular 
in  business  and  social  circles.  His  plantation  is 
well  cultivated,  and  yielding  large  profit  annually. 
In  1873  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Joseph- 
ine Tyree,  and  they  are  the  happy  parents  of 
five  attractive  children:  viz.:  James  S.,  Elmore, 
1\.  A.,  Abbie  A.,  Mary  F..  and  Jackson  J.  (who  is 
dead).  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace,  in  1878,  an  office  which  he  still  holds. 
Both  himself  and  wife  are  devout  and  earnest 
Christians,  being  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Indeed,  to  sum  up  the  whole  truth  briefly,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  space  allowed,  not  one  of  the 
many  prominent  and  prosperous  citizens  of  Nevada 
County  rank  higher  or  merit  more  praise  than 
Mr.  Snell. 

H.  Stainton,  a prominent  druggist  of  Emmet, 

! Nevada  County,  was  born  in  Canada,  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  that  country  until  he  completed 
j his  education,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  a success- 
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ful  business  career.  "When  about  nineteen  years 
old,  be  turned  bis  attention  to  agriculture,  farming 
first  in  Canada,  and  later  in  tbe  State  of  Illinois, 
for  a time.  Afterward  all  bis  interest  centered  in  tbo 
drug  business,  which  be  studied  in  tbe  last-named 
place,  being  a regular  registered  pharmacist  in 
Illinois.  In  tbe  year  1882,  tbe  subject  of  this 
sketch  moved  to  Emmet,  starting  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness  at  that  point,  and  meeting  with  marked  suc- 
cess. After  one  year  be  formed  a partnership 
with  Mr.  McSwain,  and  tbe  firm  is  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  in  tbe  whole  country  around. 
They  handle  a general  line  of  merchandise,  espe- 
cially cotton,  which  yields  an  enormous  income. 
Mr.  Stainton  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , 
a Democrat,  politically,  and  a very  influential  man 
in  his  township,  being  chairman  of  the  Township 
Central  Committee,  and  possessing  great  influence 
in  public  matters.  In  the  State  of  Illinois,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  to  Miss  Mattie 
Haskell,  and  their  three  children  are  all  living. 

Col.  William  T.  Steele,  planter,  Missouri  Town- 
ship, Nevada  County.  Ark.  In  reviewing  tbe  lives 
of  prominent  citizens  of  Nevada  County,  the  name 
of  William  T.  Steele  is  justly  given  an  enviable 
position,  for  it  is  difficult  to  find  one  of  the  present 
day  more  entitled  to  honorable  mention,  or  who  pos- 
sesses io  such  an  extent  the  esteem  of  his  acquaint- 
ances. Originally  from  Tennessee,  he  was  born  in 
Henderson  County  November  12,  1832,  and  is  one 
of  twelve  children — seven  sons  and  five  daughters 
— th  ree  sons  now  living,  born  to  the  union  of  John 
P.  and  Christiana  (Bargar)  Steele,  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  His  parents  were  married  in  Hender- 
son County,  Team,  where  they  continued  to  reside 
until  1838,  when  they  moved  to  Mississippi,  re- 
maining there  ten  years,  and  then  coming  to  Ar- 
kansas, locating  in  Ouachita  County.  The  father 
died  in  this  county  in  1850,  and  his  widow  survived 
him  twenty-eight  years.  They  were  both  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and 
took  a deep  interest  in  religious  matters.  The  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch  moved  with  his  par- 
ents to  Mississippi,  thence  to  Arkansas,  remaining 
with  them  until  1853.  That  year  Miss  Mary  Hol- 
leman,  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  October  19. 
1836,  a daughter  of  James  G.  and  Mary  Holloman, 
became  Mrs.  Steele,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
have  been  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living, 
viz. : James  P.,  Mollie  A.  (now  the  wife  of  S.  Shack- 
elford), Alice  (now  Airs.  'Vaught),  Robert.  Fran- 
cis and  Willie.  Mrs.  Steele  died  in  1876,  a worthy 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
and  after  his  wife’s  death  Mr.  Steele  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mrs.  Martha  Ross,  widow  of  William 


Ross.  In  1.861  Dir.  Steele  enlisted  in  Company  B. 
Fifteenth  Arkansas  Confederate  Infantry,  and  par- 
ticipated in  many  battles,  the  first  being  Fort  Henry 
and  Foil  Donalson.  In  1 862  he  returned  to  Arkansas 
and  organized  Company  F,  Thirty-third  Arkansas 
Infantry,  of  which  he  afterward  became  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  was  in  the  thick  of  the  battle  at  Prai- 
rie Grove,  Pleasant  Hill,  Jenkins’  Ferry  and 
others.  His  ability  as  a commander  is  indisputed. 
At  Pleasant  Ridge,  La.,  he  had  command  of  four 
companies  of  sharpshooters,  which  were  the  only 
troops  taken  from  the  field  of  battle  in  order. 
After  the  colonel  returned  to  this  county  lie 
i engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  in  which 
| he  has  been  eminently  successful,  being  now  the 
owner  of  840  acres  of  as  good  land  as  there  is  in 
the  county,  which  is  well  located  and  improved. 

! His  plantation  is  situated  four  miles  west  of  Pres- 
! cott.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steele  are  members  of 
; the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  take 
an  active  part  in  all  religious  work.  Col.  Steele 
is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  is  a stanch  Democrat. 

Benjamin  F.  Steele,  an  extensive  farmer  in 
Missouri  Township,  and  one  of  the  most  extensive 
in  the  county,  was  born  near  Oxford,  Miss. , March 
15.  1846,  a son  of  J.  P.  and  Christiana  (Bargar) 
Steele,  natives  of  North  Carolina.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Tennessee,  and  resided  there  for  some  time 
after,  then  moved  to  Mississippi,  remaining  there 
until  1848,  when  they  came  to  Arkansas,  locating 
in  Ouachita  County,  and  here  the  father  died  in 
1850,  in  his  fifty-second  year.  After  his  death  his 
widow  married  Hiram  Aiedlock,  who  lived  but  two 
years,  dying  in  1858.  Mrs.  Aiedlock  moved  from 
Ouachita  County  to  Pike  County,  in  1858,  and  the 
following  year  came  to  Nevada  County  (then  Hemp- 
stead), where  she  remained  until  her  death  in  1877. 
dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  Air.  and  Airs. 
J.  P.  Steele  were  members  of  the  Alethodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  South,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  all 
church  affairs.  It  was  at  his  house  that  the  first 
Alethodist  Episcopal  Church  iu  this  part  of  Ouachita 
County  was  organized,  and  this  house  is  known  as 
Steele’s  Chapel  until  this  day.  Politically  he  was 
a Whig.  He  learned  the  millwright’s  trade  when 
a young  man,  and  afterward  worked  at  it  for  a 
good  many  years,  taking  contracts,  etc.  He  was 
also  a silent  partner  in  a tannery  in  Alississippi. 
The  latter  part  of  his  life  he  devoted  exclusively  to 
farming.  To  the  union  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Steele 
were  born  twelve  children,  five  of  whom  still  sur- 
vive, viz.:  Col.  William  T.  (a  farmer  of  this 
county,  and  one  of  its  prominent  citizens),  Sarah 
E.  (wife  of  J.  T.  W.  Gill,  also  a farmer  of  this 
county),  Amanda  C.  (wife  of  David  F.  Garrett,  a 
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farmer  of  this  county).  Benjamin  F.  (our  subject), 
and  Luther  C.  (also  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  in 
this  county).  Those  dead  are:  Thomas  H.  (died 
in  Ouachita  County,  before  the  war,  in  his  twenty- 
third  year),  John  G.  (died  in  Ouachita  County,  in 
1800,  when  twenty-live  years  of  age),  James 
L.  (died  at  the  age  of  twenty- two  years,  in 
Ouachita  County,  near  the  beginning  of  the 
war),  Victoria  C.  (married  Robert  James,  and 
died  in  Pike  County,  Ark.),  Washington  J. 
(died  in  Ouachita  County  when  about  twenty-six 
years  of  age),  and  David  A.  (died  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  in  infancy).  The  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch  spent  his  school  days  in  Ouachita.  Columbia 
and  Hempstead  Counties.  In  September,  1803, 
rh  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  joining  Mon- 
oee’s  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  participating  in  a great  many  battles, 
the  principal  ones  being  Pine  Bluff,  Poison  Springs 
and  Mark’s  Mill.  In  1805  on  account  of  the  ex- 
posure he  had  undergone,  he  was  taken  ill.  and 
loft  with  a relative  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In 
the  meantime  his  regiment  surrendered.  He  then 
joined  his  family  who  had  refugeed  to  Texas,  but 
in  1805  returned  to  Ouachita  County,  Ark.  The 
; same  year  he  worked  on  the  farm,  went  to  school 
; in  1S06  and  soon  commenced  to  farm  for  himself, 
though  being  destitute  of  means.  He  came  to  this 
county  (then  Hempstead),  in  1872,  and  purchased 
100  acres  of  land,  and  has  since  sold  this  and  pur- 
chased other  lands  near  by  amounting  to  420  acres, 
250  acres  being  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation. 
His  success  in  life  is  due  solely  to  his  own  efforts, 
ho  having  been  diligent  in  business,  using  industry 
| and  economy— -the  sure  road  to  success  and  happi- 
ness. September  19,  1809,  Miss  Mary  M.  Cross, 
daughter  of  Henry  C.  Cross,  became  his  wife,  and 
June  22,  1S80,  she  died,  leaving  h ini  rive  children. 
She  was  born  in  Ouachita  County,  in  1 846.  Their 
children  are:  Emma  S.,  Lissie  C. , John  P..  Josie 

J.  and  Mary  D.,  all  at  home.  In  1880  Miss  Lou 
-A.,  daughter  of  J.  D.  ami  Nancy  Davis,  of  this 
county,  a native  of  Mississippi,  born  in  ISIS,  be- 
came his  wife.  By  this  later  marriage  lie  is  the 
father  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  survive,  viz. : 
Ruth,  Bessie  F.,  Leola  and  Viola  (twins),  Andrew 
N.  and  a baby  daughter.  Botli  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Steele  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Fpiscopal 
Church,  South,  as  was  the  first  Mrs.  Steele.  Mr. 
Steele  joined  the  church  in  1808,  and  since  that 
he  has  taken  a very  active  interest  in  church  work, 
serving  in  an  official  capacity  most  of  the  time. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Alliance,  and  in  politics  is 
Independent,  voting  of  the  time  with  the 

Prohibition  party. 


G.  W.  Terry.  Among  the  prominent  citizens 
of  Nevada  County,  who  .have  been  influential  in 
building  up  the  beautiful  city  of  Prescott,  none  is 
more  worthy  of  mention  than  Mr.  Terry,  druggist, 
of  Prescott.  He  was  born  in  Atlanta,  Ga. , in 
1841,  a son  of  G.  R.  H.  and  Eleanor  (Gill) 
Terry,  natives  of  South  Carolina,  who  emigrated  to 
Arkansas  in  1848.  They  had  a family  of  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living.  The  father 
died  March  22,  1S48-,  and  the  mother  October  5, 
ISO].  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  principally 
| reared  in  Union  County,  Ark.,  receiving  most  of 
his  schooling  before  the  war.  In  1801  he  enlisted 
in  Company  G,  Ninth  Arkansas  Regiment,  and 
served  until  the  surrender  of  Joseph  E.  Johnston 
in  North  Carolina.  He  was  captured  at  the  sur- 
render of  Vicksburg,  but  was  paroled.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  went  to  New  Orleans  and  took 
a course  in  a business  college,  and  then  accepted 
the  position  as  clerk  in  the  drug  firm  of  E.  J. 
Hart  & Co.  He  remained  in  New  Orleans  until 
1872,  and  then  came  to  Prescott  just  as  the  town 
was  starting,  and  embarked  in  the  drug  business, 
and  had  charge  of  the  post-office  for  several  years. 
He  was  elected  clerk  of  Circuit  Court,  and  served 
for  two  terms.  In  May,  1889,  he  succeeded  John 
M.  Milburn  in  the  drug  business,  and  is  still  con- 
tinuing the  same.  He  was  married  in  1871  to 
Miss  Fannie  A.,  daughter  of  Gapt.  Pitheld,  of  New 
! Orleans,  by  whom  he  has  six  children,  viz. : May. 

Lauru,  Lula,  George,  Howard  and  Earl.  His  wife 
; died  January  21,  1887,  and  February  9.  1888.  be 
! was  again  married,  to  Miss  Jennie  O.  Feemster. 
j Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Terry  are  members  of  theCum- 
| berland  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Terry  is  a 
j member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  of  the  K.  of  P. 
and  A.  L.  of  H. 

W.  H.  Terry,  banker,  Prescott,  is  a native  of 
Iuka  Springs,  Tishomingo  County,  Miss.,  born 
November  23,  1859.  a son  of  J.  C.  and  Martha 
(Hart)  Terry,  the  former  a native  of  Mississippi, 
and  the  latter  of  Virginia,  and  both  now  residing  in 
Columbus,  Miss.,  where  Mr.  Terry  has  been  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  all  his  iife.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  schooled  in  Missis- 
sippi and  Tennessee,  receiving  his  education  at  the 
! common  schools  of  those  States,  and  after  complet- 
| ing  his  education,  was  for  eight  years  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Allen,  West  & Co.,  commission  merchants 
of  St.  Louis.  In  1SS5  he  came  to  Prescott  and 
I engaged  in  merchandising,  continuing  iu  this 
1 business  for  about  a year,  and  then  entering  the 
; banking  business,  which  he  has  carried  on  ever 
since.  The  Nevada  County  Bank  was  organized 
j in  October,  1880,  Messrs.  Terry  & Young,  proprie- 
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tors.  It  ran  under  this  name  for  two  years,  and 
then  Mr.  Terry  bought  his  partner’s  interest,  and 
has  continued  alone  ever  since,  doing  a general 
banking  business  with  a capital  of  about  $20,000, 
and  has  been  quite  successful.  He  was  married  in 
St.  Louis,  in  1883.  to  Miss  Clara  W isdom,  daughter 
P.  L.  Wisdom.  Both  he  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 

Jason  Tyson,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Tay- 
lor Township,  Nevada  County,  Ark. . was  born  Jan- 
uary 14,  3824,  in  Blaclen  County,  N.  C. , and  is  a 
son  of  Aaron  and  Elizabeth  Tyson,  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  The  father  was  born  March  22. 
1791,  and  was  a son  of  Moses  and  Margaret  Tyson, 
both  of  North  Carolina,  and  Moses  Tyson  was  a 
! son  of  Noah  Tyson,  a native  of  Ireland.  The 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a hatter 
by  trade,  emigrated  to  Georgia  in  1824,  and  after 
ten  years  moved  to  Alabama,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred October  1,  1852.  He  and  his  wife  be- 
longed to  the  Missionary  Baptist.  Church.  They 
were  married  February  20,  1823,  and  to  them  sis 
children  were  born,  of  whom  only  two  are  living 
at  the  present  date:  Jason  (subject  of  this  sketch), 
Justin,  Charity,  Mary,  Anna  and  Aaron  being  the 
names  of  the  children.  Jason  Tyson  settled  in  the 
State  of  Arkansas  in  1860.  The  nest  year  he  en- 
I listed  in  the  war,  and  served  through  the  war  and 
then  returned  home.  He  married  Miss  Edna 
i W aiding,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Maiding, 
natives  of  Georgia  and  North  Carolina,  respectively, 
and  both  of  English  descent.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tyson  have  been  born  seven  children,  sis  of  whom 
are  living  at  the  present  rime:  Annie  (is  dead), 
Cicero,  Randolph,  Marion,  John,  Mary  and  Ja- 
son. Or.  Both  of  the  parents  are  members  of  the 
I Christian  Church,  and  Mr.  Tyson  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  order,  County  Wheel. 

George  W.  Taught,  farmer  of  Nevada  and 
Columbia  Counties.  His  home  being  on  the 
boundary  line,  Mr.  Taught  says  ‘‘lie  eats  in  Ne- 
vada County,  Alabama  Township,  and  sleeps  in 
Columbia  County.  Lambertine  Township.  ” He 
was  born  October  17, 1856, in  Blount  County,  Teun., 
and  is  a son  of  John  R.  and  Rebecca  Taught,  na- 
tives of  Tennessee,  the  father  born  in  1808,  and 
of  Irish  descent.  He  was  a farmer  by  profession 
and  moved  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Woodruff 
County,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1880.  The  mother  is  living  at  the 
present  time,  and  was  born  about  1823.  To  them 
were  born  eight  children,  viz. : Andrew  P. , Me- 
linda C. , Lorenzo.  John  C..  Christian  Clark,  Molly, 
Hettie  A.,  George  W.  and  Jefferson  Davis. 


George  was  reared  in  Tennessee,  leaving  home  in 
IS 72  and  going  to  Indian  Territory,  where  he  re- 
mained only  six  months,  then  moving  to  Texas, 
where  he  stayed  fifteen  years.  In  1889  he  located 
in  Arkansas  on  his  present  estate.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  July  2,  1883.  to  Miss  Alice  Steele,  who  was 
born  in  1865,  and  is  a daughter  of  Col.  W.  T. 
Steele,  of  Nevada  County.  They  have  one  child, 
Thomas  M.  Mrs.  Vaught  is  a devout  and  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
Mr.  Taught  is  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  an  ex 
ceedingly  prosperous  and  highly  esteemed  citizen 
of  this  county. 

Joseph  C.  Walthall,  the  subject  of  the  present 
sketch,  was  born  in  Clark  County,  Ark.,  in  the 
year  1844.  His  parents  were  "William  P.  and  Mary 
C.  Walthall,  the  father  a native  of  Virginia,  and 
born  in  that  State  in  .1798,  and  the  mother,  of  Geor- 
gia, where  she  was  born  in  1 SOI . They  were  mar- 
ried in  the  last-named  State,  and  are  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  there  are  only  three  now 
living.  The  family  moved  from  Georgia  to  Arkan- 
sas in  1840.  settling  in  Clark  County,  where  the 
father  died  in  1860  and  the  mother  in  1875.  Mr. 
Joseph  C.  Walthall  was  married  in  1868  to  Miss 
Mary  C.  Greene,  daughter  of  Weston  and  Susan 
(Bolton)  G.  Greene,  and  bom  in  Ouachita  County 
in  1849.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children — 
one  son  and  two  daughters — of  whom  only  one 
daughter  is  living,  viz.  : Ida  J.  Air.  Walthall  was 
in  the  Civil  War,  in  Company  C,  under  Capt.  J. 
R.  White,  and  enlisted  in  1861,  and  was  in  most 
of  the  prominent  battles.  He  was  captured  at 
Long  View,  Ark.,  in  1863,  and  taken  to  Rock 
Island,  111.,  where  he  remained  as  a prisoner  for 
eleven  months.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Air.  Walt- 
hall returned  home,  devoting  his  attention  exclu- 
sively to  agriculture,  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic 
order  and  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican. 

Thomas  J.  Watts  is  a prominent  farmer  and 
merchant  of  Taylor  Township,  Nevada  County. 
Ark.,  and  also  postmaster  at  Delta.  He  was  born 
October  6.  1857,  in  Nevada  County,  on  the  estate 
upon  which  he  now  resides, . and  received  a busi- 
ness education  in  the  country  schools  at  Falcon, 
and  later  attended  Homer  College,  at  Homer,  La. 
He  commenced  life  for  himself  in  1879,  giving  liis 
attention  to  farming  for  a time,  and  in  1881  en- 
gaged in  a mercantile  line  in  company  with  two 
brothers,  John  C.  and  Alonroe.  They  built  a store 
upon  the  old  homestead,  and  opened  up  a stock  of 
general  supplies.  The  partnership  continued  un- 
til August,  1883,  at  which  time  the  subject  of  the 
sketch  sold  out  his  interest  to  the  other  brothers, 
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and  going  to  McNeil  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  with  A.  B.  Murphy,' but  in  1SS6  he  re- 
turned to  the  old  place  of  business  and  purchased 
the  store  from  his  brothers,  being  at  the  present 
(into  the  sole  proprietor  of  same.  He  has  prospered 
in  his  business,  and  is  an  influential  citizen,  of  the 
district  in  which  he  lives.  He  is  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  E.  (Godbold)  Watts,  natives  of 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  respectively.  The 
father  was  bom  March  14,  1810,  and  is  a son  of 
Jeremiah  and  Agile's  Watts,  both  of  English  de- 
scent. He  was  a farmer  and  merchant,  having 
moved  to  Alabama  when  quite  a young  man,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Snow  Hill, 
also  at  Lowndes  County,  Ala.  He  afterward 
moved  to  Arkansas  in  1847,  locating  on  the  farm 
on  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  lives, 
entering  a tract  of  wild  land,  which  was  then  in 
Ouachita  County,  then  in  Columbia,  and  now  Ne- 
vada County.  Mr.  Watts  died  on  this  plantation, 
June  20,  1860.  He  was  twice  married,  first  in 
1834,  to  Miss  Jennie  Babb,  and  afterward  to  the 
mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  to  them 
wore  born  the  following  children,  viz.:  John.  May 
14.,  Rachael  A.,  Mary.  Monroe,  Thomas  J.  and 
Elizabeth.  Annanias  Godbold  was  born  October 
14,  1788,  a son  of  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  (Evans)  God- 
bold. The  great-grandmother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  Elizabeth  Godbold,  was  a daughter  of 
Thomas  Evans,  and  of  Welsh  descent,  Rachael 
(Perry)  Godbold,  wife  of  Annanias  Godbold.  also 
grandmother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
horn  December  25,  1791,  and  daughter  of  Lemuel 
and  Margaret  (Daugherty)  Perry.  The  Perry 
family  is  of  English  descent,  and  the  Daugherty 
family  of  Irish  descent. 

John  S.  Weaver  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  the 
year  1823,  and  is  a son  of  Wilson  "Weaver,  who 
was  in  the  \\  ar  of  1812  under  Jackson  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  died  in  1881,  being  ninety-three  years 
old.  Mr.  Y\  eaver  passed  his  youth  in  Tennessee, 
aud  at  the  age  of  fifteen  moved  to  Mississippi,  re- 
maining there  about  six  years,  and  moving  to 
Arkansas  in  1844.  At  that  time  the  State  was  de- 
cidedly a wilderness  in  many  parts,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch  proceeded  immediately  to  build 
himself  a log  house  in  the  heart  of  the  forest,  and 
at  the  end  of  eleven  years  moved  to  the  place 
where  he  now  resides,  entering  400  acres  of  land, 
which  now  yields  him  a splendid  income,  and  puts 
him  in  a position  to  take  a prominent  part  in  the 
public  affairs  of  his  county.  Enlisting  in  the 
Civil  V ar  in  1862,  Mr.  Weaver  participated  in 
numerous  battles  and  skirmishes,  and  was  with 
Price’s  raid  through  Missouri.  The  company  dis- 


banded in  1.865  at  Marshall,  Tex.  In  November, 
1843,  he  married  Miss  Louisa  Hodge,  daughter  of 
William  Hodge,  of  Mississippi.  Their  eleven 
children  are  all  well  and  happily' married.  Natur- 
ally a history'  of  any  county'  can  not  relate  all  the 
important  events  in  the  life  of  its  popular  and 
well-known  citizens,  aud  can  only'  give  a brief  idea 
of  the  fame  that  clings  to  them,  and  the  degree  in 
which  they  have  achieved  success. 

James  AY.  Weaver,  farmer,  Laneburg,  Ark. 
This  industrious  and  much -esteemed  citizen  was 
originally  from  Carroll  County',  Tenu. , where  his  j 
birtli  occurred,  on  December  4,  1825,  receiving  his 
education  in  that  State,  and  in  1844  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Arkansas,  remaining  one  year  at 
Y\" askington.  AYhen  twenty-one  years  of  age  he 
commenced  farming  for  himself  on  the  land  Ire 
now  owns,  which  at  the  present  time  consists  of 
247  acres.  He  was  married,  on  March  21.  1850, 
in  Nevada  County,  Ark.,  to  Miss  Nancy7  F.  Franks, 
a native  of  Alabama,  born  October  11,  1831,  and 
the  daughter  of  Samuel  Franks.  Ten  children 
were  born  to  this  marriage : Rosanna  J.  (deceased, 
born  February  11,  1851),  David  A.  (deceased, 
born  August  27,  1852),  Mary7  E.  (born  Feb- 
ruary7 7,  1855),  Lydia  C.  (deceased,  born  April 
16,  1857),  James  C.  (deceased,  born  February 
3,  1859),  YVilliam  G.  H. , born  May  11,  1S61, 
and  Samuel  AY.  (born  May  11.  1861),  Lecy 

L.  (deceased,  born  April  10.  1866),  Joshua  A. 
born  February  7,  1869),  and  Martha  A.  (born 
May7  15,  1873).  Mr.  AA’ eaver  has  been  farming  in 
Nevada  County  ever  since  1844.  and  has  been 
moderately  successful.  He  Las  had  considerable 
sickness  in  his  family,  but  has  always  made  a good 
living.  His  wife  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  died  on  February  22,  1888. 

Mr.  AVeaver  is  a member  of  the  Alliance,  and  in 
politics  is  a Union  Labor  man.  He  is  a Jeffer- 
sonian Democrat,  but  does  not  favor  the  new 
Democratic  issue.  During  the  war  he  was  in 
Company  C,  Twentieth  Arkansas  Regiment,  un- 
der Col.  Daniel  Jones,  and  was  in  various  skir- 
mishes, one  of  them  being  Prairie  De  Ann,  another 
the  bombardment  of  Grand  Gulf.  He  was  not 
wounded,  but  came  out  of  the  army  practically 
disabled.  He  held  the  rank  of  sergeant  of  his 
company,  and  was  a heavy7  loser,  financially,  dur- 
ing the  war.  He  was  at  one  time,  before  the  war, 
lieutenant  of  the  militia.  His  father,  A\  ilson 
AVeaver  was  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  died 
on  August  4,  1881,  and  the  mother,  whose  name 
was  Miss  Jane  Munn,  and  who  was  also  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  died  in  1867.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  East  Tennessee,  and  became  the  parents  of 
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ten  children,  the  following  now  living:  Isaac, 
William,  Yirz  Ann,  John  S. , James  W. , Joshua  W. 
and  Samuel.  The  father’s  second  wife,  Eliza  Aus- 
tin, who  was  a native  of  Louisiana,  is  still  living. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  he  was  an  elder,  and  he  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  181 2. 

Dr.  Joshua  W.  Weaver,  physician  and  farmer, 
Rosston,  Ark.  Among  the  people  of  Nevada  County, 
the  name  that  heads  this  sketch  is  by  no  means  an 
unfamiliar  one,  for,  for  many  years  he  has  been  act- 
ively and  successfully  engaged  in  his  chosen  pro- 
fession and  during  this  time  his  career  as  a practi- 
tioner and  thorough  student  of  medicine  won  for 
him  no  less  a reputation  than  did  his  personal 
characteristics  as  a citizen  and  neighbor.  His  par- 
ents, Wilson  and  Mary  J.  (Mann)  Weaver,  were 
natives  of  North  Carolina,  the  father  born  on  Jan- 
uary 10,  1 7SS,  and  the  mother  on  August  3,  1797, 
and  were  married  in  their  native  State  on  Febru- 
ary 11,  1813.  They  were  members  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church.  The  father  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a Whig  in  poli- 
tics. He  died  on  August  2,  1881.  Dr.  Joshua 
Weaver  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Tenn. , on 
July  13,  1828,  received  his  education  in  Missis- 
sippi and  Arkansas,  studied  medicine  under  Dr. 
J.  W.  Davis,  at  Centre viile,  Hempstead  County, 
Ark.,  and  September  30,  1856,  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Tatom,  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  Au- 
gust 3,  1839,  and  the  daughter  of  Richard  Tatom. 
She  died  on  Augusts,  1861,  leaving  two  children: 
Ansel  B.  (born  April  29,  1859.  and  died  April  28, 
1882).  and  Mary  E.  (born  July  19,  1861).  Dr. 
Weaver’s  second  marriage  occurred  on  February  24, 
1867,  to  Miss  Mary  Y.  Culbreath,  who  was  born  on 
December  1,  1848,  in  Arkansas,  and  who  is  the 
daughter  of  Hughel  and  Martha  Culbreath.  To 
this  marriage  were  born  seven  children:  Sydney  J. 
(born  July  19,  1869),  Martha  J.  (born  December 
22,  1871),  Maudie  N.  (born  February  24.  1867), 
Thomas  W.  (born  December  19,  1878),  Cora  E. 
(born  November  7.  1884),  Hattie  Y.  (born  July  16, 
1885),  and  Espy  H.  (born  December  9.  1889),  all 
living.  Dr.  Weaver  is  the  owner  of  380  acres  of 
land,  the  finest  in  Arkansas,  and  is  also  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  principle, 
the  Doctor  is  a Jeffersonian  Democrat,  but  is  a 
Union  Labor  man,  voting  for  the  best  man  at  all 
! times.  Socially  he  is  a Mason.  He  was  not  in 
the  army,  but  lost  about  85,000,  nearly  all  he. had 
in  the  world.  Mrs.  Weaver  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

John  W.  W ilson,  one  of  the  leading  planters 
of  Boughton  Township,  was  born  in  Newberry  Dis- 


trict, S.  C..  on  October  4,  1839.  His  parents, 
George  L.  and  Sarah  (Davenport)  W ilson,  were 
natives  of  South  Carolina  and  were  married  in  that 
State,  and  have  had  twelve  children,  viz. : John  W., 
Mary  L.  (Mrs.  John  Hartslield,  of  Hill  County, 
Tex.),  Louisa  A.  (the  widow  of  John  B.  Barber, 
now  living  in  Clark  County),  Eliza  E..  (the  widow  of 
William  Hoffman),  and  eight  children  who  are  now 
dead.  The  family  moved  from  South  Carolina  to 
i Mississippi  in  1855,  where  they  lived  for  four  years, 
at  which  time  they  located  in  Arkansas  in  Pike 
County.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church;  the  father  died  in  1881,  the  mother 
in  1887.  John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  moved 
■with  his  parents  and  married  Miss  Louisa  Nolen, 
of  Pike  County,  in  1865,  to  them  have  been  born  five 
children,  of  whom  Sarah  E.,  James  M.,  John  W.  and 
William  A.  are  living.  June  13.  1878,  Mrs.  W ilson, 

; nee  Nolen,  died.  She  was  a member  of  the  Bap- 
! tist  Church,  and  passed  away  peacefully  and  quietly 
I as  only  faithful  Christians  die.  Mr.  Wilson  mar- 
I ried  for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Mattie  Newton,  widow 
j of  John  Newton.  Of  their  five  children  four  are 
j now  living,  viz.:  John  R. , 'William  J.,  Martha  I. 

| and  Nora  A.  Mr.  Wilson  enlisted  in  1861;  w as  at 
I the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  all  the  principle 
| battles;  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Arkansas 
Post,  and  carried  to  Camp  Douglas,  -where  he  was 
kept  a prisoner  five  months,  but  after  his  release 
returned  to  his  old  company,  serving  until  the  end 
of  the  w-ar,  after  which  he  once  more  joiued  bis 
family  and  devoted  his  attention  to  tilling  the  soil. 
His  estate  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation. 

William  C.  Wingfield,  practicing  physician  of 
Prescott,  Nevada  County,  Ark.  Samuel  H.  and 
Sarah  WTngfield  are  the  parents  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  they  were  born  in  Hempstead 
| and  Clark  Counties,  Ark.,  respectively.  Both  of 
them  resided  in  Pike  County,  Ark. , for  a number 
i of  years,  he  born  April  8,  1824.  and  she  in 
! 1832,  They  were  married  in  Pike  County,  Ark. , 
i October  5,  1852,  and  he  was  justice  of  the  peace  at 
one  time,  and  was  a very  successful  man,  a good 
Democrat,  and  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Their  children  were  six  in  number — three  sons  and 
three  daughters — five  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.: 
Benjamin  F.,  Cordelia,  Alice  (wife  of  George  W. 
Golden),  Sarah  E..  J.  D.  and  Jane.  William  C. 
Wingtiekl,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received  Lis 
education  at  St.  John’s  College,  an  I at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  un- 
der R.  L.  Rutherford,  of  Hollywood,  Ark.,  and  in 
i 1876  attended  lectures  at  the  Kentucky  School  of 
' Medicine,  graduating  there  on  June  28,  1878,  and 
; practiced  medicine  during  his  college  life,  and 


. 
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in  1S7S  located  in  Pike  County,  Ark.,  where 
he  remained  until  1886,  at  that  time  coming  to 
Prescott,  where  he  has  a splendid  and  lucrative 
practice.  February,  1.882,  he  married  Miss  Josie 
C.  Lamb,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lamb,  and  to  this 
union  has  been  born  one  child,  Lula  M.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wingfield  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church. 

Dr.  A.  D.  Wren,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a 
prominent  physician  and  farmer  of  Albany  Town- 
ship, Nevada  County.  He  is  a son  of  G.  D.  Wren 
and  was  born  in  Louisiana  in  1841.  In  that  State  his 
youth  was  passed,  and  it  was  there  that  he  received 
an  excellent  education,  and  laid  the  foundation  for 
his  prosperous  life.  While  quite  young  he  enlisted 
in  the  Civil  War  in  1861,  Company  D,  Nineteenth 
Louisiana  State  troops.  His  first  general  engage- 
ment was  at  Shiloh,  then  at  Missionary  Ridge,  Chat- 
tanooga, and  in  many  engagements  under  Joseph  E. 
Johnston,  while  he  was  trying  to  check  Sherman’s 
march  on  to  the  sea.  He  was  wounded  at  Jones- 


boro, and  disbanded  at  Meridian,  Miss.  Imme- 
diately after  the  war  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  took  the  degree  of  M.  D.  at  New 
Orleans,  in  1873,  practicing  at  Emmet  and  Cen- 
treville,  Ark.,  before  locating  at  his  present  home. 
Besides  medicine,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  de- 
votes considerable  attention  to  agriculture,  owning 
340  acres  of  valuable  land,  upon  which  he  raises 
enormous  crops  of  corn,  cotton  and  other  produce. 
February  14,  1800,  he  married  Miss  Georgia  Vick- 
ers, daughter  of  James  J.  Vickers,  a prominent 
citizen  of  Georgia.  They  have  had  nine  children, 
four  of  whom  are  dead:  Alonzo  G.  (married  Miss 
Jennie  Woodle),  E.  Edgar  (died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen), Willard  W.,  Maggie,  Samuel  Scott.  Carrie 
C.  (who  died  in  infancy),  Aliue  A.,  Fred  M.  (who 
is  dead),  and  an  infant  daughter  (who  is  dead).  Dr. 
Wren  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He 
and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  a very  influential  man. 
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Cleveland  (Formerly  Dorsey)  County— Description— Statistics—  Organization—  County  Seat  and 
Buildings— Seat  of  Justice— Division  into  Townships — Boundaries— Changes  of  Town- 
ship Lines— List  of  Successive  County  Officers— Circuit  Court— Religious 
and  Educational  Advancement— Villages  and  Post-offices — 

Early  Settlers— The  Civil  War— The  County  Press 
—Railroads  and  General  Progress— Biographi- 
cal Sketches. 

^ | 

Extremes  of  fortune  are  true  wisdom’s  test, 

And  lie’s  of  men  most  wise  who  bears  them  best.  — Gumberlo nd. 


LEVELAND  COUNTY  is  sit- 
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uatecl  in  the  southeast  part 
of  the  State,  in  the  third 
tier  of  counties  from  the 
Louisiana  State  line,  and  in 
the  third  from  the  Missis- 
sippi State  line.  It  is  bounded 
north  by  Dallas.  Grant  and 
Jefferson  Counties:  east  by 
Lincoln  and  Drew  Counties;  south  by 
Bradley -County,  and  west  by  Calhoun 
and  Dallas  Counties.  The  Saline  River 
hows  in  a southeasterly  course  through 
the  central  part  of  the  county,  and  in 
the  central  and  northern  parts  receives 
several  small  tributary  streams.  An- 
other tributary  has  its  source  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  county,  flows 
southeasterly  into  Lincoln  County,  and 
forms  a junction  with  the  Saline  a few 
miles  south  of  the  southern  county  line,  near  its 
southeast  corner.  Besides  the  Saline  River,  the 
best-known  streams  are  More.  Derreiseaux  and  Big 
Creeks.  The  surface  of  the  county  is  rolling  and 
uneven,  though  in  a general  sense  it  is  nearly  level. 
Only  a small  portion  is  under  cultivation,  the  bal- 
ance being  much  of  it  heavily  timbered.  Cotton 
and  corn  are  the  principal  agricultural  products. 
There  are  lumber  mills  in  all  parts.  The  county 
has  no  mineral  deposits  of  known  value,  and  its 


underlying  geological  formation  is  marked  by  no 
peculiarities  to  distinguish  it  from  other  parts  of 
Southeastern  Arkansas  similarly  situated.  The 
county  has  an  area  of  340,685  acres.  Its  real  and 
personal  property  is  assessed  at  81,441,000.  Its 
population  does  not  vary  much  from  10,000,  about 
3,000  of  which  are  colored. 

Dorsey  County  was  formed  by  act  of  Legislat- 
ure, April  17,  1873.  In  3885  its  name  was  changed 
to  Cleveland  County,  in  honor  of  S.  Grover  Cleve- 
land, then  President  of  the  United  States,  it  not 
being  deemed  desirable  by  a majority  of  the  citi- 
zens to  longer  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Stephen 
YU  (“  Star  Route  ”)  in  the  name  of  the  county. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  Dorsey  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  was  held  at  Pleasant  Ridge,  on  May 
17.  1873.  and  organized  with  Jo  Gray  as  presi- 
dent. Little  was  accomplished,  beyond  the  divis- 
ion of  the  county  into  townships.  At  the  next 
meeting,  at  Toledo,  June  2,  the  residence  of  N.  V. 
Barnett  was  declared  a temporary  court-house. 
The  county  seat  was  located  at  Toledo,  July  7, 
arid  the  county  purchased  the  residence  in  that 
village  of  M.  T.  McGehee,  for  a court-house,  and. 
remodeled  it  for  such  use.  It  was  a large  well- 
arranged  frame  building,  the  ground  floor  provid- 
ing accommodations  for  the  several  county  officials, 
while  the  court-room  was  above.  This  building 
was  burned  about  2 a.  >t.  March  9,  1889,  and  the 
tire  is  believed  to  have  been  of  incendiary  origin. 
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Since  that  time  the  sessions  of  the  county  court 
have  been  held  in  a building  on  the  south  side  of 
the  “square,”  which  also  contains  the  office  of  the 
county  and  circuit  clerk,  and  those  of  the  circuit 
court  have  been  held  in  the  village  school-house, 
where  jury  rooms  have  also  been  provided.  The 
offices  of  the  sheriif  and  treasurer  are  at  the  resi- 
dences of  those  officials.  The  jail  was  built  in 
1875,  and  previous  to  that  time  prisoners  of  this 
county  were  detained  in  the  jails  of  neighbor- 
ing counties.  After  the  destruction  of  the  court- 
house,  other  villages  in  the  county  became  am- 
bitious for  the  possession  of  the  seat  of  justice, 
and  Bison,  Kingsland,  Beasley's  Switch  and  New 
Edinburg,  each  petitioned  in  its  own  interests. 
An  election  to  choose  a location  to  which  the  county 
seat  should  be  removed  was  held  June  29,  1839, 
resulting  in  no  choice.  A second  election  was 
held  August  17,  following,  and  Bison  had  an  ap- 
parent majority  of  seven  votes.  Kingsland  con- 
tested its  claim  showing  an  apparent  majority  of 
thirteen,  and  the  county  court  decided  in  favor  of 
that  place.  The  contest  was  continued  by  Bison 
in  the  circuit  court,  and  the  latter  tribunal  awarded 
Bison  the  victory.  The  case  was  appealed  by 
Kingsland  and  to  the  supreme  court  and  is  yet 
pending. 

May,  17,  1873,  the  board  of  supervisors,  con- 
sisting of  Jo  Gray,  president,  and  James  H. 
Bridges  and  James  E.  McCullough,  divided  the 
county  into  eight  political  townships,  named  Bed 
Land,  Lee,  Saline,  White  Oak,  Whiteviile.  Smith. 
Miller  and  Harper.  The  boundaries  of  the  several 
townships  were  established  as  follows:  Bed  Land  — 
“Shall  commence  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Dor- 
sey County;  thence  east  to  the  southeast  corner  of 
Section  3G,  Township  11,  south  of  Bange  11  west: 
thence  following  the  range  line  north  to  the  Saline 
Kiver:  thence  with  said  river  to  the  township  line 
between  Townships  9 and  10.  in  Bange  11  west: 
thence  with  said  township  line  to  the  Moro  Creek: 
thence  down  said  creek  to  the  place  of  beginning.-’ 
.Lee — “ Shall  commence  at  the  southwest  corner  of 
Section  31,  Township  11,  south  of  Bange  10  west; 
thence  with  the  county  line  east  to  Saline  Biver: 
thence  up  said  river  to  the  point  where  said  Saline 
Biver  crosses  the  range  line  between  Townships  10 
and  11;  thence  south  with  said  range  Line  to  the 
point  of  beginning.”  Saline  — "Shall  commence 
at  the  point  where  the  township  line  between  Town- 
ships 9 and  10  crosses  the  Moro  Creek,  and  with 
said  line  east  to  the  Saline  Biver;  thence  up  said 
river  to  the  northern  boundary  of  Dorsey  County, 
and  with  said  boundary  line  west  to  the  northwest 
corner  of  said  county;  thence  with  the  western 


boundary  of  said  county  to  the  point  of  beginning.” 
White  Oak  — “ Shall  commence  on  Saline  Biver,  at 
the  month  of  Derreiseaux  Creek;  thence  up  said 
creek  to  the  township  line  between  Townships  8 
and  9;  thence  with  said  line  east  to  the  Big  Creole; 
thence  up  said  creek  to  the  northern  boundary  of 
Dorsey  County;  thence  west  with  said  boundary  to 
the  Saline  Biver;  thence  down  said  river  to  the 
place  of  beginning.”  WTiiteville — “Shall  com- 
mence at  the  point  where  the  township  line  between 
Townships  8 and  9 crosses  the  Big  Creek;  thence 
east  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  Dorsey  County; 
thence  north  with  said  boundary  line  to  the  north- 
east corner  of  said  county;  thence  west  with  the 
northern  boundary  of  said  county  to  the  Big  Creek: 
thence  down  said  creek  to  the  point  of  beginning.” 
Smith — “Beginning  on  the  Saline  Biver  at  the 
mouth  of  Big  Creek;  thence  up  said  creek  to  the 
township  line  between  Townships  8 and  9;  thence 
with  said  township  line  to  Derreiseaux  Creek;  thence 
down  said  creek  to  the  Saline  Biver;  thence  down 
said  river  to  the  point  of  beginning.”  Miller — 
“ Shall  commence  at  the  point  where  the  township 
line,  between  Townships  9 and  10  crosses  the  Big- 
Creek;  ' thence  east  with  said  township  line  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  Dorsey  County;  thence  north 
with  said  boundary  to  the  township  line  between 
Townships  8 and  9;  thence  with  said  township  line 
west  to  Big  Creek;  thence  down  said  creek  to  the 
point  of  beginning.”  Harper — “Shall  commence 
at  the  point  where  the  southern 'boundary  of  Dor- 
sey County  crosses  the  Saline  Biver;  thence  with 
said  south  boundary  of  said  county  east  to  the 
southeast  corner  of  said  county;  thence  north  with 
the  east  boundary  of  said  county  to  the  township 
line  between  Townships  9 and  10;  thence  west  with 
said  line  to  the  Big  Creek;  thence  down  said  Big 
Creek  to  the  Saline  Biver;  thence  down  said  river 
to  the  point  of  beginning.”  Bowman  Township 
was  created  at  the  July  term  of  the  county  court, 
1878,  from  the  territory  of  Whiteviile  and  Miller 
Townships,  and  its  boundaries  were  described  as 
follows:  “Beginning  at  the  Dorsey  and  Jefferson 

County  line,  on  the  section  line  between  Sections 
1 and  0;  thence  south  on  said  section  line,  which 
divides  Banges  9 and  10,  to  Brushy  Creek;  thence 
down  the  channel  of  said  creek  to  where  it  empties 
into  Big  Creek;  thence  along  the  channel  of  Big- 
Creek  to  the  line  between  Dorsey  and  Jefferson 
Counties;  thence  along  said  county  line  easterly  to 
the  place  of  beginning.”  Hurricane  Township 
was  erected  by  the  county  court,  August  5,  1878, 
by  a division  of  Harper  Township,  making  “the 
township  line  between  Townships  10  and  11  south, 
Bange  9 west,  the  dividing  line,"  that  portion  ly 
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ing  north  of  said  line  to  be  called  Harper  Town- 
ship, and  that  portion  south  of  said  line  “to 
be  called  and  known  as  Hurricane  Township.’’  ! 
Prairie  Township  was  erected  July  20,  1S74,  from 
Saline  and  Red  Land  Townships,  and  bounded 
thus:  “Commencing  at  the  northwest  corner  of 

Section  15,  in  Township  9,  south  of  Range  13  west;  { 
thence  east  along  said  section  line  through  Town-  j 
ship  9 south,  of  Range  12  west,  to  Saline  River; 
thence  south  down  said  river  to  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  Section  1,  in  Township  10  south,  of  Range 
11  west;  thence  south  with  the  eastern  boundary  i 
of  Red  Land  Township  to  the  southeast  corner  of 
Section  13,  in  Township  10,  south  of  Range  11 
west;  thence  west  along  said  section  line  through  j 
Township  10  south,  of  Range  12  west,  to  Moro 
Creek;  thence  north  up  said  creek  to  the  point  of 
beginning.”  The  following  record  appears  under 
date  October  7,  187-1:  “On  this  day  is  presented 

to  the  board  the  petition  of  W.  D.  Marks  and  nine  i 
others,  citizens  and  electors  of  Lee  Township,  and  ' 
J.  J.  Mitchell  and  live  other  citizens  of  Prairie 
Township,  praying  the  court  to  make  the  following 
changes  in  the  boundaries  of  Lee  and  Prairie 
Townships,  and  have  the  same  added  to  the  terri-  ! 
tory  of  Red  Land  Township,  viz. : To  cut  off  from  j 
Lee  Township  the  territory  lying  north  from  a line  j 
commencing  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Section  30, 
and  running  east  to  the  Saline  River,  embracing  ! 
about  twelve  square  miles,  and  lying  principally 
in  the  Saline  Bottom,  all  in  Township  10  south,  ! 
Range  10  west;  and  to  cut  off  from  Prairie  Town-  1 
ship  Sections  10.  11,  12,  13  and  14,  in  Town- 
ship 10  south.  Range  11  west,  containing  five 
square  miles.  Said  petition  being  considered 
by  the  board  is  granted.”  Niven  Township  was 
formed  from  the  following  described  territory  of 
White  Oak  Township.  October  0,  1873:  “That 

portion  of  the  township  lying  between  the  Saline 
River  on  the  M’est  and  the  Lerreiseaux  Creek  on 
the  east,  and  Grant  County  line  on  the  north.”  i 
In  October,  1875,  all  that  portion  of  Lee  Township 
lying  west  of  Bridge  Creek  was  annexed  to  Red 
Land  Township.  January  3,  1881,  Section  17. 
Township  10  south,  Rauge  10  west,  of  Red  Land 
Township,  was  attached  to  Smith  Township.  Oc- 
tober 7,  1874.  Sections  9,  10  and  11,  of  Township 
9,  Range  13.  of  Saline  Township,  were  annexed  to 
Prairie  Township.  In  July.  1880,  Sections  22,  23,  ! 
24,  25,  20,  27.  31.  35  and  30,  Township  10,  Range 
12,  a part  of  the  territory  of  Red  Land  Township, 
was  annexed  to  Prairie  Township.  Tisdale  Town- 
ship was  created  April  8,  1884,  from  a portion  of 
Smith  Township,  described  as  follows:  “Sections 

4,  5 and  0,  Township  9 south.  Range  10  west,  and  ' 


Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  9.  10,  11  and  12,  east  of  Der 
reiseaux  Creek,  in  Township  9 south,  Range  11 
west,  and  Section  31,  Township  S south,  Range  10 


west,  west  of  Big  Creek,  and  Sections 


34. 


35  and  30,  Township  8 south,  Range  11  west,  east 
of  Derreiseaux  Creek,  and  Sections  15,  16.  21.  22, 
23  and  24,  and  part  of  Section  27,  east  of  Saline 
River,  and  Section  34,  east  of  Saline  River,  in 
Township  9 south,  Range  11  west.”  At.  this  time 
the  county  has  thirteen  political  townships,  named 
and  bounded  as  follows:  Saline — north  by  the 

county  line,  east  by  White  Oak,  south  by  Prairie, 
west  by  the  county  line;  White  Oak— north  by  the 
county  line,  east  by  Niven  and  Tisdale,  south  and 
west  by  Saline;  Niven— north  by  the  county  line, 
east  by  Bowman,  south  by  Tisdale,  west  by  White 
Oak;  Bowman — north  by  the  county  line,  east  by 
Wbiteville  and  Miller,  south  and  west  by  Smith 
and  Tisdale,  west  by  Tisdale  and  Niven:  White- 
ville — north  and  east  by  the  county  line,  south  by 
Miller,  west  by  Bowman:  Prairie — north  by  Sa- 
line, east  by  Tisdale,  Smith  and  Red  Land,  south 
by  Rpd  Land,  west  by  the  county  line;  Tisdale — 
north  by  Niven,  east  by  Bowman  and  Smith,  south 
by  Smith,  west  by  Prairie  and  White  Oak:  Smith — 
north  by  Tisdale,  east  by  Bowman,  Miller  and 
Harper,  south  by  Red  Land  and  Prairie,  west  by 
Tisdale;  Miller — north  by  Wbiteville,  east  by  the 
county  line,  south  by  Harper,  west  by  Smith  and 
Bowman;  Red  Land — north  by  Prairie  and  Smith, 
east  by  Harper  and  Lee,  south  by  the  county  line, 
west  by  the  county  line  and  Prairie;  Harper — 
north  by  Miller,  east  by  the  county  line,  south  by 
Hurricane,  west  by  Red  Land  and  Smith;  Lee — 
west  and  north  by  Red  Land,  east  by  Hurricane, 
south  by  the  county  line;  Hurricane — north  by 
Harper,  east  and  south  by  the  county  line.,  west  by 
Lee. 

The  following  are  the  names  and  terms  of  serv- 
ice of  the  officers  of  this  county: 

County  and  Probate  Judge — John  Fawcett. 
1874-70  (died);  W.  P.  Stephens,  November,  1 S70 — 
78;  L.  F.  Oaks,  1878-82;  J.  11.  Bridges,  1882-84; 
J.  M.  McCaskill,  1884-88;  J.  F.  Johnson,  1888- 
90. 

Clerk— H.  Hementred,  1873-74;  E.  P.  Marks. 
1874-70:  N.  I).  Holmes.  1876-78,  1884-8$:  J.  T. 
Reufrow,  1878-84;  Woodson  Moseley,  1S88-90. 
This  official  is  ex  officio  clerk  of  the  county  and 
probate  courts  and  recorder. 

Sheriff— S.  W.  McLeod,  1873-74:  E.  Kendall. 
1874-76;;  A.  D.  Rogers,  1876—78;  W.  W.  Car- 
mi  cal,  1878—8.0;  H.  W . Rogers,  1 880-86 ; L.  A 
Waldrop,  1886—90. 

Treasurer — M.  T.  McGchec,  1873-74;  S.  John- 
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son.  1874-84;  \\  . L.  Conner,  1884-86.  A.  Frank- 
lin. 1886-88;  J.  J.  Lee,  1SS8-90. 

Coroner-  E.  Hobson,  1873-74;  William  Cash, 
1874-78;  William  Garlington,  1878-80.  W.  C. 
Tomme,  1880-82;  J.  F.  Crump,  1882-84;  W.  13. 
Atwood,  1884-86;  J.  R.  McWilliams,  1886-88;  W. 
H.  Harnett,  1888-90. 

Surveyor — J.  N.  Marks,  1873-76,  1882-84, 
.1888-90;  W.  II.  Wyatt,  1876-82;  James  Jewell, 
18S4-S6;  J.  G.  Culpepper,  1886-88. 

Assessor — C.  15.  Atwood,  1873-80;  II.  A. 
Tucker,  1880-90. 

Dorsey,  Lincoln  and  Dallas  Counties  were  rep- 
resented at  the  sessions  of  the  State  Legislature 
for  1874-75,  in  the  Senate,  by  Thomas  Fletcher; 
Dorsey  County  was  represented  in  the  Lower  House 
by  B.  Bi  Martin.  In  1877  Lincoln,  Dorsey  and 
Dallas  Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate  by 
M.  M.  Duffie;  Dorsey  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  AY.  H.  Blankenship.  In  1879  the  sen- 
atorial representation  was  unchanged.  E.  L.  Mc- 
Murtrey  represented  Dorsey  County  in  the  Lower 
House.  In  1881  Dorsey,  Lincoln  and  Dallas 
Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  John 
Niven;  Dorsey’s  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives was  N.  Y.  Barnett.  Mr.  Niven  still 
represented  his  district  in  the  Senate  in  1883; 
Dorsey  County  was  represented  in  the  Lower  House 
by  R.  F.  Foster.  In  1885  J.  G.  Simmons  repre- 
sented Dorsey,  Lincoln  and  Dallas  Counties  in  the 
Senate;  J.  M.  Taylor  was  the  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  Dorsey  County.  In  1887 
the  name  of  Dorsey  County  had  been  chauged, 
and  Cleveland,  Lincoln  and  Dallas  Counties  were 
represented  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Simmons;  R.  F. 
Foster  represented  Cleveland  County  in  the  Lower 
House.  At  the  last  session.  Cleveland,  Lincoln 
and  Dallas  Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate 
by  J.  W.  Patterson;  Cleveland  County  was  repre- 
sented in  the  Lower  House  by  W.  J.  Stanfield. 

Cleveland  County  is  in  the  Second  Congress- 
ional District,  composed  of  Cleveland.  Lincoln. 
Grant,  Jefferson,  Arkansas,  Monroe,  Prairie, 
Lonoke,  'Woodruff,  White.  Faulkner,  Conway, 
Pope,  Van  Buren,  Stone  and  Cleburne  Coun- 
ties, represented  by  Hon.  C.  R Breckinridge.  The 
county  is  in  the  Tenth  Judicial  District,  composed 
of  Cleveland,  Chicot,  Drew,  Ashley,  Bradley  and 
Dallas  Counties.  Courts  in  this  county  are  held 
on  the  second  Monday  in  March  and  September — 
two  weeks.  The  judge  is  Hon.  C.  D.  Wood,  of 
Monticelio,  who  was  elected  September  6.  1 S S * » . 
and  whose  term  will  expire  October  30.  1890.  The 
prosecuting  attorney  is  R.  C.  Fuller,  of  Princeton, 
who  whs  elected  September  3,  1888,  and  whose 


term  will  expire  October  30,  1890.  Dorsey  County 
was  represented  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1874  by  Hon  John  Niven. 

The  first  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  Dorsey 
(now  Cleveland)  County  convened  Tuesday,  July  \ 
1873.  The  county  was  then,  as  now,  in  the  Tenth  j 
Judicial  District,  and  Hon.  Henry  B.  Morse  was 
then  judge.  Judge  Morse  being  absent,  James 

R.  McCullough  was  elected  a special  judge  by  the 
attorneys  at  the  bar,  to  preside  over  the  court. 
The  grand  jurors  summoned  to  serve  at  that  term 
were  Samuel  McDaniel,  H.  D.  W ord,  J.  J.  Teigne, 
William  Breathwit,  W.  E.  Capps,  AY.  K.  Thread- 
gill,  J.  E.  Whitehead,  G.  M.  Marks,  AY.  M.  Hud- 
son, E.  II.  .Green.  T.  AY.  Moslev,  Nathan  Smith. 

L.  F.  Oaks,  T.  M.  AVoods,  E.  M.  Orton,  N.  Rig- 
ans, B.  AV.  Graves,  Ralph  Abanatha,  AY.  McMil- 
lan,  T.  S.  May,  Thomas  M.  Boyd,  E.  L.  McMur- 
trey,  John  Faucett,  D.  AV.  AYardlaw.  The  first  ; 
panel  consisted  of  Samuel  McDaniel,  J.  E.  White- 
head, E.  II.  Green,  L.  F.  Oaks,  AV.  McMillan.  T. 

M.  Boyd,  H.  D.  AVord.  AY.  E.  Capps.  G.M.  Marks.  j 
T.  AY. ‘Mosley,  T.  M.  AVoods,  B.  AV.  Graves.  T.  S. 
May,  J.  J.  Teigne,  W.  K.  Threadgill,  AV.  M.  Hud- 
son. Y.  AT.  McGehee  was  the  first  prosecuting  at- 
torney. From  time  to  time  some  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  of  the  State  have  practiced  at  this  bar,  and 
from  the  first  the  resident  attorneys  have  many  of 
them  taken  high  rank.  The  following  lawyers, 
some  of  them  citizens  of  the  county,  practice  reg- 
ularly in  this  court:  M.  L.  Jones,  AY.  P.  Stephens, 

A.  AY.  Boyd,  AY.  P.  Grace,  John  A.  Williams.  J. 

M.  Taylor,  D.  H.  Rousseau.  J.  M.  McCaskill.  AY. 

S.  Amis,  J.  H.  Bridges,  AV.  D.  Jones,  R.  F.  Fos- 
ter, A.  B.  Grace,  E.  A.  Gibson,  Samuel  Taylor,  R. 

H.  Dedman.  Several  men  have  been  tried  for  their 
lives  in  Cleveland  County,  but  only  one  has  been 
convicted  and  hanged — Hugh  Blackman  (colored), 
in  1888,  for  murder. 

The  first  religious  meetings  in  what  is  now 
Cleveland  County  were  held  at  the  houses  of  set- 
tlers in  different  localities,  under  the  ministrations 
of  such  pmeaehers  as  came  through  the  country  or 
were  in  any  manner  available.  Here  and  there  a 
church  house  appeared  as  the  fortunes  of  the  peo- 
ple improved  and  their  numbers  increased.  Others 
were  erected  in  turn,  until  at  this  time  the  county 
is  fairly  well  suppffied  with  houses  of  worship,  and 
about  every  piopmlar  religious  denomination  is  rep- 
resented more  or  less  strongly  within  its  borders. 
Campwmeetings  were  long  popular  and,  when  held, 
are  still  largely  attended. 

The  early  schools  were  as  good  as  the  times  and 
circumstances  would  admit  of.  The  schools  have 
been  gradually  improved-  and  have  increased  in 
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number  until  now  there  are  iu  the.  county  fifteen 
school- houses;  nearly  twenty  teachers  are  em- 
ployed; the  number  of  white  children  of  the  school 
age  is  2,607,  and  the  number  of  colored  ones  is 
1,125,  making  a total  of  0,822.  of  whom  1,481 
white,  and  804  colored  children  are  enrolled.  The 
number  of  school  districts  still  greatly  exceeds  the 
number  of  school-houses,  but  more  houses  are  be- 
ing built  and  planned  and  there  seems  to  be  a gen- 
eral determination  to  advance  the  school  interests 
in  every  way  possible. 

There  are  in  this  county  the  following  named 
post-offices:  Annover,  Audley,  Clio,  Como,  Cook, 
Graywood,  Kedron,  Ivingsland,  McKinney,  New 
Edinburg,  Orlando,  Pansy,  Pinchback’s  Mills, 
Randall,  Rison,  Rowell,  Toledo  and  White  Oak. 
Toledo,  Rison  and  Kingsland  are  the  most  import- 
ant of  these  points.  The  first  has  been  since  the 
organization  of  the  county  its  seat  of  justice,  and 
as  such  it  formerly  enjoyed  considerable  trade  and 
prosperity.  It  is  well  located  in  the  midst  of  a 
good  section  of  the  county,  and  whether  it  retains 
the  county  seat  or  not,  must  have  some  continued 
importance.  It  has  a hotel,  several  stores  and 
other  business  places,  and  a population  of  about 
100-  Rison  and  Kingsland  are  contesting  for  the 
county  seat,  and  there  is  more  than  a fair  prospect 
that  one  of  them  will  obtain  it.  The  former  was 
incorporated  in  1890,  the  latter  in  1S84.  Both 
are  stations  on  the  St.  Louis,  Arkansas  & Texas 
Railroad.  Rison  has  several  stores  of  different 
kinds,  and  has  a good  and  increasing  trade.  The 
population  is  about  1 50.  At  Kingsland  there  is  a 
furniture  factory,  giving  employment  to  quite  a. 
number  of  men,  and  a wagon  shop  does  considera- 
ble local  business.  The  village  contains  a number 
of  stores  and  has  a population  of  about  600.  New 
Edinburg  is  a village  of  200  population,  enter- 
prising and  growing,  the  seat  of  a considerable 
trade.  At  Rowell,  formerly  known  as  the  Center, 
a good  business  was  once  done  and  there  were 
three  or  four  stores.  The  general  and  drug  store 
of  Dr.  \Y.  J.  Preston  is  the  only  business  enter- 
prise there  now.  Several  of  the  other  post-offices 
named  have  some  local  trade,  and  are  convenient 
points  of  exchange  for  peoplo  living  round  about. 

Among  the  early  settlers  in  what  is  now  Cleve- 
land County,  west  of  the  Saline  River  were  H.  TV. 
Rogers,  Alexander  Pinchbaek,  the  Kennedys, 
“Thorn”  Walker,  Do  Kalb  Wiley,  Edmund  Harri- 
son, M.  J.  Harrison,  Jo  Gray,  Henry  Rodgers,  "Will- 
iam Hall,  John  Seymour,  Col.  Green,  Col.  Thomas 
Atkinson,  Stephen  Johnson,  John  Ledbetter,  John 
Haskins,  John  S.  Daniel.  Isaac  Rogers,  A.  L. 
Ross,  Sampson  Rogers,  Asa  Griswold.  H.  Marl  s, 


John  H.  Marks,  W.  B.  Smith,  Daniel  .Frasier, 
Henry  TJrquhart,  William  Davis,  Nathaniel  Bar- 
nett, Dr.  W.  D.  Barnett,  James  McDaniel,  War- 
ren Crane,  Joseph  Crane,  "William  Mosley,  Wiley 
Mosley,  Jabez  J.  Mosley  and  Jack  Webb.  Among 
those  east  of  the  Saline  wore  the  father  of  Col.  E. 
L.  McMurtrey  and  his  family,  Dr.  T.  W.  Ch awn- 
ing, Silas  Baggett,  W.  C.  Lane,  Squire  Littlefield, 
the  Harrison  family,  Dr.  C.  A.  Stanfield,  M.  T. 
McGeb.ee,  T.  M.  Dansby,  W.  T.  Brewer,  Squire 
Wharton,  Judge  J.  M.  Merriweather,  Gabriel  May 
and  bis  sons,  G.  A.  J.,  T.  S. , and  J.  J.  May,  David 
May,  Robert  Harper,  James  Harper,  the  Blanken- 
ship family,  Squire  John  Powers,  Jack  and  James 
McElheny,  Johnson  Trucks,  William  Trucks,  Rev. 
T.  B.  Little,  the  Tolson  family,  Nicholas  Taliaferro 
and  family,  N.  Y.  Barnett,  the  Springer  family, 
the  Greens,  Mr.  Overton,  father  of  Rev.  J.  H.  W. 
Overton,  FI.  G.  McCaskill  and  family,  Robert 
Cherry,  the  Yarnells,  W.  D.  Holmes,  Rev.  Stephen 
Treadwell  and  the  Hodge  family. 

Some  events  of  much  interest  in  connection 
with  the  war  occurred  in  what  is  now  Cleveland 
County  in  1S64  and  1865.  The  first  of  these  was 
the  affair  at  Mark’s  Mill.  A Federal  wagon-train, 
loaded  with  supplies,  had  been  sent  from  Pine 
Bluff  to  Camden.  It  was  accompanied  by  an  escort 
from  1,000  to  1,500  strong,  partly  colored  troops. 
On  the  return  of  the  train  from  Camden,  the  Fed- 
erals  were  ambushed  at  Mark's  Alii  1 by  an  over- 
whelming force  of  Confederates,  and  some  whites 
and  nearly  all  of  the  negroes  were  killed,  and  a 
large  number  of  white  prisoners  were  taken.  After 
this  affray,  Capt.  Barnes  (Federal)  was  left  with 
a company  to  guard  the  ferry  at  this  point  across 
the  Saline  River.  His  command  was  attacked  by 
a force  of  Confederates  from  the  west  bank.  There 
was  no  great  mortality,  but  the  horses  of  the  Fed- 
eral cavalrymen,  tethered  under  the  trees  along  the 
levee,  were  killed,  and  the  Captain  and  his  men 
were  left  dismounted.  Shortly  afterward  it  was 
learned  by  Gen.  Clayton,  at  Pine  Bluff,  that  an  at- 
tempt would  be  made  by  Confederates  to  surround 
and  capture  Capt.  Barnes  and  his  command,  and 
couriers  were  sent  to  warn  him  of  his  danger,  and 
order  his  withdrawal,  thus  preventing  a possible 
discomfiture  to  the  Union  forces.  Several  mouths 
later  a Confederate  force  of  Gen.  Fagan’s  com- 
mand was  temporarily  quartered  near  Longview, 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  Saline,  in  Ashley  County, 
and  w ith  the  idea  of  capturing  or  driving  the  enemy 
from  this  point,  Gen.  Clayton  went  southward  with 
a strong  force  from  Pine  Bluff,  halting  at.  Mount 
Elba,  on  the  east,  side  of  the  river.  Here  a pon- 
toon bridge  was  laid,  and  about  one  hundred  men 
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crossed  io  the  west  side,  and  proceeded  down  the 
liver  as  far  as  a point  opposite  Longview,  Gen. 
Clayton,  with  the  main  body  of  his  command,  re- 
maining at  Mount  Elba.  The  detachment  found 
quite  a detachment  of  Confederates  encamped  on 
the  west  shore  of  the  river,  at  Longview.  The 
principal  part  of  the  Southern  force,  however,  was 
on  t ho  other  side.  Not  far  from  the  camp,  on  the 
west  side,  was  a Confederate  supply  train.  The 
Confederates  in  the  camp  mistook  the  Federal  de- 
tachment for  some  of  Shelby’s  men — for,  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  at  that  time,  many  Con- 
federate soldiers  wore  Federal  uniforms — and  of- 
fered no  resistance  when  they  dashed  past  them  and 
down  to  the  water’s  edge,  where  the  Confederates 
had  a pontoon  bridge  spanning  the  stream,  and 
with  considerable  show  of  authority,  ordered  the 
Confederates  to  cross  to  the  west  side  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  Fnquestioningly  and  unsuspectingly 
quite  a number  crossed,  and  the  Feclerals  made 
them  prisoners,  and  at  once  cut  the  bridge  to  pre- 
vent pursuit  by  the  Secessionists,  who  were  com- 
pelled to  stand  by  helplessly  and  see  their  wagon 
train  burned  and  their  horses  pressed  into  service 
to  carry  away  their  comrades  who  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  Yankees.  It  was  not  long  before 
the  Confederate  commander  learned  that  the  Fed- 
erals  had  a pontoon  bridge  over  the  river  at  Mount 
Elba,  and,  supposing  that  the  entire  Federal  force 
had  crossed  to  the  west  side  of  the  river,  if  it  had 
not  all  been  engaged  in  the  strategic  movement 
above  described,  he  hastened  his  troops  up  the 
east  side  of  the  river  to  Mount  Elba,  with  the  in- 
tention of  destroying  the  bridge,  and  cutting  off 
the  Federal  retreat.  But  he  there  unexpectedly 
met  the  main  body  of  Clayton’s  command,  and  an 
engagement  of  some  length  and  importance  en- 
sued, in  which  the  Federal  attachment  west  of  the 
river  returned  in  time  to  participate,  and  which  re- 
sulted disastrously  to  the  Confederates.  The  affair 
at  Longview  took  place  a little  after  sundown,  and 
the  engagement  at  Mount  Elba  began  about.  8 
o’clock  the  following  morning,  the  intervening  time 
having  been  occupied  by  Gen.  Fagan’s  men,  and, 
by  the  detachment  of  Clayton’s  force  in  going  from 
Longview  to  Mount  Elba.  Two  companies  were 
recruited  in  the  county  for  the  Confederate  service. 
Capt.  Ben  Taliaferro  commanded  the  first,  organ- 
ized in  June,  1801,  which  was  attached  to  the 
Second  Arkansas  Infantry.  Capt.  E.  L.  AlcMur- 
trey  organized  the  other,  a.  cavalry  company,  in 
March,  1802.  It  became  part  of  the  Second  Arkan- 
sas Cavalry.  Both  of  these  organizations  did  gal- 
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hint  service,  and  many  of  these  members  were 
killed  and  wounded. 
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William  L.  Ashcraft  is  an  old  and  prominent 
resident  of  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  and,  Septem- 
ber 4,  1828,  was  born  in  York  District,  S.  C..  a 
son  of  Joel  and  Patsy  (Ferguson)  Ashcraft,  who 
were  born  in  York  and  Chester  District  in  1798  and 
1803,  and  died  in  South  Carolina  and  Cleveland 
County,  Ark.,  in  1856  and  1808,  respectively.  They 
were  married  in  South  Carolina,  but  after  the  fa- 
ther’s death,  or  about  1800,  the  mother  came  with 
her  children  to  Cleveland  County,  Ark.  She,  as  well  ! 
as  her  husband,  was  a member  of  the  Primitive  i 
Baptist  Church,  and  he  was  a conservative  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views.  Fie  was  a farmer, 
and  came  of  a family  of  farmers,  of  English  do- 
scent,  noted -for  their  longevity.  Eleven  of  his  thir- 
teen children  grew  to  maturity,  and  five  are  living: 
Friah,  William  T. , Rebecca  (wife  of  Eldridge 
Haynes,  a farmer  and  merchant  of  the  county), 
Thomas  K.  (of  Cleveland  County),  and  J . A.  (a  farmer 
of  Perry  County,  Ark. ).  William  L.  Ashcraft  received 
a fair  education,  in  the  schools  of  York  District, 

S.  C. , and  remained  under  the  shelter  of  his  fath- 
er’s roof  until  his  marriage,  when  he  began  to  till 
the  soil  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  has  been 
more  than  usually  successful.  In  1853  he  left  his 
old  home  to  come  to  Arkansas,  and  the  same  year 
located  on  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  living, 
which  then  consisted  of  eighty  acres,  and  has  since 
added  the  balance  of  640  acres,  of  which  125  are 
under  cultivation.  June  10,  1851,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  .Ashcraft,  who  was  born  in  Chester  Dis- 
trict, S.C.,in  1833,  and  died,  in  Cleveland  County, 
Ark.,  in  1801,  having  become  the  mother  of  three 
children — two  now  living:  Melissa  C.  (Reap)  and 
Martha  J.  (Holbrook).  Cynthia  E.  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-eight  years,  the  wife  of  L.  C.  Cooper,  of 
Cleveland  County.  On  June  10,  1802,  Mr.  Ash- 
craft enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Infantry,  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  receiving  his  discharge  in  May,  1865. 
When  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  he  was  taken  prisoner, 
in  August,  1863,  but  was  released  after  being  kept 
in  captivity  about  one  month.  Mr.  Ashcraft  has 
long  been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  is  a man  who  is  deeply  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  his  county,  and  is  a liberal  contributor  to 
worthy  enterprises. 

James  H.  Atkins,  a well-known  resident  of  Hur- 
ricane Township,  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  was 
born  in  Lincoln  County,  Ark.,  January  19.  1857, 
being  a son  of  Newton  and  Frances  (Owen)  Atkins, 
who  were  born  in  Mississippi.  The  father  died  in 
Drew  County,  Ark.,  when  James  H.  was  a small 
lad,  but  the  mother  is  still  living,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Searcy,  of  Hope,  Ark.  They 
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were  married  in  Arkansas,  and  the  father  was  a 
farmer  and  merchant  by  occupation,  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  his  political  views 
a Democrat.  He  and  wife  became  the  parents  of 
two  children:  James  H.  and  William  N.  (who  is 
an  educator  of  note,  and  is  now  at  the  head  of 
Hope  Female  Institute,  Hope,  Ark.  James  H.  At- 
kins spent  his  school  days  in  Warren  College,  and 
after  leaving  this  institution  he  began  farming  on 
his  present  property,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  310 
acres  of  land  with  about  130  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. On  January  19,  1882,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Allie  M.  Childress,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  Childress,  of  Bolivar  County.  Miss.  She 
was  born  in  1861,  and  to  her  union  with  Mr.  At- 
kins a family  of  three  children  have  been  born: 
Annie  May,  Jamie  and  Docia.  Mr.  Atkins  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  he  is  a Democrat,  and  is  one  of  the  wide-awake 
and  enterprising  young  man  of  the  county.  His 
property  has  been  acquired  through  his  own  exer- 
tions, for  on  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  it  was 
I without  means.  In  addition  to  managing  his  farm 
j he  has  been  engaged  in  ginning  cotton  for  the  past 
fourteen  years,  his  mill  being  fitted  up  with  all  the 
| latest  improved  machinery. 

Curtis  B.  Attwood,  farmer  and  real  estate  deal- 
er, Risen,  Ark.  In  a country  like  that  of  Arkansas, 

I with  so  much  land  still  unoccupied  or  not  built  up- 
on, the  office  of  the  real  estate  agent  is  an  impor- 
tant one,  and  exercises  considerable  bearing  upon 
the  welfare  of  the  community.  Among  those  in- 
terested in  this  line  of  business,  is  Mr.  Attwood, 
who  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  the  details 
of  his  business.  He  was  born  in  Newberry  Dis- 
trict, S.  C.,  in  1846,  and  is  the  6on  of  Capt.  R.  F. 
and  Jane  (Clark)  Attwood,  natives  also  of  New- 
berry  District,  S.  C.  The  parents  were  married 
in  their  native  State,  and  in  1865  came  to  Arkan- 
sas, settled  in  what  is  now  Cleveland  County,  and 
there  Mr.  Attwood  died  in  1867.  His  wife  is  still 
living,  is  about  sixty-five  years  of 'age,  and  is  a 
worthy  and  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  The  father  was  a successful  agriculturist, 
was  a railroad  man,  and  was  also  a prominent 
banker.  He  commanded  Company  F.  of  a South 
Carolina  Regiment  in  the  Confederate  army.  He 
was  the  son  of  Dr.  Curtis  B.  Attwood,  who  was 
originally  from  Watertown,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
born  and  reared,  but  who  went  to  South  Carolina, 
when  a young  man.  He  graduated  in  medicine 
I from  Yale  College,  and  was  one  of  the  leading 

I physicians  of  his  county  in  South  Carolina.  He 
amassed  a fortune  and  died  in  that.  State.  His 
j father.  Noble  Attwood,  passed  his  entiro  life  in 
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Watertown,  Conn.,  where  ho  was  born.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather  of  Curtis  B.  Attwood,  Rev. 
George  Clark,  was  born  in  Maryland,  and  was  a 
j Methodist  minister  of  considerable  note.  The 
first  conference  in  South  Carolina  was  held  at  the 
| house  of  our  subject’s  maternal  great-  grand  father, 
Rev.  Fdward  Finch,  who  was  one  of  South  Caro- 
linas’  able  divines  and  educators.  He  established 
j Mount  Bethel  Academy  at  Mount  Bethel,  S.  C.,  and 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  was  in  the  battles  of 
Eutaw  Springs,  Yorktown  and  Cowpens.  Curtis 
B.  Attwood  was  the  eldest  of  six  sons  and  one 
! daughter  born  to  his  parents.  He  attended  the 
j common  schools  until  January,  1861,  when  he  en- 
| tered  Furman  University  of  South  Carolina,  but  j 
about  one  month  later  flung  aside  his  books,  donned 
i his  suit  of  gray,  and  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Six- 
I teentlr  South  Carolina  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
served  for  about  two  years  iu  South  Carolina, 
North  Carolina,  Mississippi,  and  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Missionary  Ridge,  Altoona,  etc.  He 
was  then  transferred  fo  Company  C,  Nineteenth 
South  Carolina  Cavalry,  and  soon  after  was  detailed 
as  a scout  and  commanded  about  a dozen  men  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war.  He  came  with  his  parents 
to  Arkansas,  and  was  assessor  of  Cleveland'  Goun-  j 
ty  from  1872  to  1880.  A member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  he  was  secretary  of  his  lodge  six  years, 
and  was  once  senior  warden  for  three  years.  He 
! is  a member  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  at  Kings- 
; land,  and  has  held  prominent  offices  in  the  same. 

| In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  cast  his  first  pres- 
; idential  vote  for  Horace  Greeley  in  1868.  He  is 
the  owner  of  about  2,500  acres  of  good  timbered 
j land,  and  has  been  real  estate  agent  for  a number 
I of  years. 

Rev.  Joel  L.  Baggett,  minister  and  farmer. 

! Rison,  Ark.  This  reverend  and  much  esteemed 
j gentleman  was  originally  from  Choctaw  County, 

I Miss.,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  December.  1837, 
j and  is  the  son  of  Silas  and  Pharby  (Williams)  Bag- 
i gett,  natives  of  North  Carolina.  The  parents  were 
i married  in  Mississippi,  and  moved  from  there  to 
: Arkansas  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but 
| four  years  of  age.  They  settled  in  the  woods  near 
j Rison  in  1845,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of 
I their  days,  with  the  exception  of  about  two  years. 

1856  and  1857,  when  they  resided  in  Texas.  The 
I mother  died  in  the  last  named  State  in  1856.  and 
1 the  father  then  returned  to  Arkansas,  where  he 
received  his  final  summons  on  the  farm  his  son. 
Rev.  J.  L.  Baggett,  now  occupies,  iu  1871.  Pie 
| was  a farmer  and  mechanic  by  occupation.  He 
was  in  the  War  of  1S1 2 with  Gen.  Jackson.  Pie 
was  married  three  times,  and  his  second  wife  was 
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our  subject’s  mother.  He  became  the  father  of 
six  children  by  his  first  wife,  seven  by  his  second, 
and  four  by  his  third.  He  and  second  wife  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Bev.  Joseph  L. 
Baggett  was  the  second  of  seven  children,  and  re- 
ceived but  very  little  schooling  his  education  be- 
ing principally  obtained  at  home,  and  by  his  own 
exertions.  He  began  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  was  in  the  furniture  shop  with  his  father 
for  one  year,  and  then  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war.  In  1861  he  joined  Company  0,  Third  Trans- 
Mississippi  Infantry,  and  operated  in  Arkansas. 
Ho  participated  in  the  battles  of  Prairie  Grove  and 
Back  Bone,  and  in  1864  he  was  cut  off  from  his 
command,  between  Little  llock  and  Pine  Bluff, 
never  getting  back  to  it.  He  was  captured  near 
Saline  Biver,  paroled,  and  afterward  returned 
home.  He  was  married  in  1861  to  Miss  Nancy 
J.  Donham,  a native  of  Mississippi,  and  the 
daughter  of  Zachary  and  Polly  Donham,  who  came 
from  Mississippi  to  Jefferson  County,  Ark.,  where 
they  died  in  1865  and  1866,  respectively.  Mrs. 
Baggett  died  in  1 879.  She  was  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  five  no%v  living.  Mr.  Baggett’s 
second  marriage  took  place  in  1879.  to  Mrs.  Alice 
Marshall,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Jane  Sparks, 
of  Tennessee.  After  moving  around  for  some  time, 

■ Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sparks  settled  in  Cleveland  County, 
where  they  died  in  1871  and  1881,  respectively. 
Mrs.  Baggett  was  born  in  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  and 
died  January,  1889.  She  was  a worthy  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  Of  the  two  children  bom 
to  this  union,  only  one  is  now  living.  After  the 
war  Mr.  Baggett  lived  in  Little  Bock  for  some 
time,  engaged  in  stock  dealing,  etc.,  after  which 
ho  farmed  in  the  Arkansas  Biver  bottom,  below 
the  city.  In  1871  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  of 
160  acres  near  Bison,  and  has  about  eighty  acres 
under  cultivation.  In  1SS4  he  united  with  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  at  once  took  a deep 
interest  in  religious  matters,  prepared  himself  for 
the  ministry, and  in  March,  1889,  was  ordained.  He 
has  since  devoted  his  attention  largely  to  that  call- 
ing. He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  a mem- 
her  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Culpepper  Lodge  No. 
186,  Bison. 

William  H Barnett,  coroner  and  druggist, 
Kingsland,  Ark.  Among  the  most  important  as 
well  as  popular  drug  stores  in  Kingsland  is  that  of 
Mr.  William  H.  Barnett,  which  contains  every  req- 
uisite and  convenience  in  this  line  of  lmsiuess,  and 
has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  and 
most  reliable  in  town.  This  gentleman  is  a native 
"f  Bradley,  now  Cleveland  County,  born  in  1853, 


j and  the  son  of  Dr.  William  David  Barnett,  a nat  ive 
i of  Alabama,  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
! successful  physicians  and  surgeons  of  his  day. 

, He  was  married  in  Louisville,  Ivy.,  to  Miss  Lydia 
j G.  Green,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  then  set- 
tled in  what  is  now  Cleveland  County,  and  there 
the  Doctor  died  in  1882,  and  his  wife  in  1884. 
She  was  formerly  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
; Church,  but  later  joined  the  Methodist.  The 
| Doctor  was  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Nash- 
i ville,  Term.,  also  of  the  University  of  New  Or- 
| leans,  the  Philadelphia  School  of  Medicine,  and 
j the  Louisville,  Ivy.,  school.  In  the  last  he  was 
demonstrator  of  anatomy  for  some  time,  and  was 
also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Little  Rock  Med- 
ical College,  to  which  institution  he  rendered  con- 
i siderable  valuable  assistance.  He  was  a man  of 
| decided  intellectual  ability,  and  his  success  as  a 
| physician  was  probably  second  to  none  in  South 
j Arkansas,  and  few  were  better  known  and  esteemed. 
He  at  one  time  represented  Bradley  County,  in  the 
Legislature,  and  was  major  in  an  Arkansas  regi- 
ment in  the  Confederate  army.  He  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Corinth,  after  which  he  was  de- 
S inched  to  look  after  the  destitute  widows  and  or- 
phans of  Confederate  soldiers.  From  the  age  of 
; twenty-two  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
! fraternity,  a high-standing  member  of  the  Council. 

1 In  polities  he  was  a conservative  Democrat.  His 
father,  Nathaniel  Barnett,  was  born  in  Montgom- 
ery County,  Ala.,  and  there  remained  until  about 
1836.  when  he  moved  to  what  is  now  Cleveland 
County,  was  among  the  first  settlers,  and  there 
| passed  the  closing  scenes  of  his  life.  He  was  of 
j English  descent,  and  a successful  planter  by  oc- 
1 cupation.  Our  subject’s  maternal  grandfather, 
Hugh  Green,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  mar- 
ried in  Kentucky  where  he  had  interests  in  a paper 
i mill  on  blue  Biver,  and  also  interested  in  a steam- 
! boat  on  the  coast.  He  was  also  of  English  descent, 
and  died  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war.  AY.  H.  Barnett,  the  second  of  four  chil- 
; dren,  received  the  rudiments  of  an  education  in 
the  common  school,  and  after  the  war  attended 
school  for  about  twenty  months  at  St.  John's  Col 
lege,  at  Little  Bock.  In  1872  he  embarked  in  the 
; drug  business  at  Pine  Bluff,  and  there  continued 
; until  1876,  when  he  returned  to  near  where  he  was 
j born  and  reared,  tilled  the  soil  for  a year,  and  then 
! engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  New  Edinbur". 
where  he  continued  until  1882,  when  he  established 
his  present  store  at  Kingsland.  He  was  married  on 
November  22,  18  / 3,  to  Miss  Ella  T.  Marks,  a native 
of  Cleveland  County,  and  the  daughter  of  John 
H.  and  Nancy  C.  Marks,  who  came  from  Missis- 
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sippi,  to  what  is  now  Cleveland  County,  at  an  early  j 
day.  Mr.  Marks  was  a farmer  and  miller  and  an  ! 
upright,  honorable  citizen.  He  died  in  1872.  He  | 
was  a member  of  the  Arkansas  Legislature  at  one  j 
time.  Mrs.  Marks  is  still  living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  j 
Barnett  were  born  live  children — two  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Mr.  Barnett  owns  a good  farm  j 
of  279  acres,  and  aside  from  this  has  a good  home  j 
and  considerable  town  property  in  Kingsland.  He  j 
is  a Democrat  in  politics,  is  a member  of  the  Ma-  j 
sonic  fraternity,  of  which  he  is  past  master,  and  al-  | 
so  a member  of  the  Council  and  K.  of  L.  He  : 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  ! 

Sidney  O.  Barnett,  farmer,  Bison,  Ark.  Mr.  Bar-  j 
nett  owes  his  nativity  to  Cleveland  County,  where  ! 
his  birth  occurred  on  November  7,  1862,  and  is  j 
now  following  a calling  that  has  for  ages  received  j 
undivided  efforts  from  many  worthy  individuals,  ; 
and  one  that  always  furnishes  sustenance  to  the  j 
ready  worker.  He  is  the  son  of  Hon.  Nicholas  Y.  ; 
and  Olive  A.  (Matthews)  Barnett,  natives  of  Mont- 
gomery,  Ala.,  born  in  182S,  and  Hernando,  Miss., 
respectively.  When  but  seven  years  of  age,  Nich- 
olas Y.  Barnett  came  with  his  father,  Nathaniel  | 
Barnett,  a native  of  Alabama,  to  Arkansas  1 1835),  j 
when  the  country  was  a wilderness,  inhabited  by  j 
wild  animals  and  Indians.  The  grandfather  as- 
sisted in  cutting  a road  from  Pine  Bluff  to  Warren,  j 
the  former  beiug  the  nearest  trading  point  and 
post-office,  and  the  principal  part  of  the  trading  i 
was  clone  at  New  Orleans  by  flatboat,  Nathaniel  I 
Barnett  died  in  Pied  Land  Township,  in  1852.  He 
was  a very  successful  farmer  and  hunter.  He  was  j 
of  English  descent.  The  father  of  our  subject  , 
was  reared  in  what  is  now  Cleveland  County,  and 
became  one  of  the  leading  land  owners  and  stock- 
raisers  in  the  same.  He  owned,  at  one  time, 
9,000  acres  of  land.  Besides  being  a successful 
farmer  he  was  also  a lawyer  of  no  ordinary  abil- 
ity, and  in  1880  represented  Cleveland  County  in 
the  Legislature.  He  died  in  that  county  on  May 
7,  1887.  During  the  late  war  he  served  four  years  ; 
in  the  Confederate  army  with  Gen.  Hindman.  He 
was  a prominent  Mason,  Royal  Arch  Chapter  at 
Kingsland  No.  09,  and  was  past  master.  He  had 
been  a Mason  since  1854,  was  a member  of  Grand 
Lodge,  and  was  known  in  that  capacity  all  over 
the  State.  lie  was  married  three  times,  Lis  sec- 
ond wife  being  our  subject’s  mother.  The  mother 
died  in  1862,  and  was  a daughter  of  Stephen 
Matthews,  who  was  a native  of  Arkansas,  where 
he  had  lived  until  1856.  Mr.  Matthews  then  moved 
to  Arkansas  and  settled  in  Smith  Township,  Cleve- 
land County,  whore  he  improved  a good  farm  and 
spent  las  life  there.  He  was  a well-to-do  farmer, 


and  died  about  1869.  He  was,  at  one  time,  treas- 
urer of  Bradley  County,  and  well  known  through- 
out the  same.  He  was  a hard-shell  Baptist,  was 
married  twice,  and  reared  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren. Sidney  O.  Barnett,  the  fifth  of  seven  chil- 
dren, received  a common-school  education,  and  was 
married  November  23,  1886,  to  .Miss  Sallie  Y. 
Rogers,  a native  of  Red  Land  Township,  Cleveland 
County,  and  the  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  D.  and  Mary 
J.  Rogers.  The  Doctor  was  born  in  Georgia,  was 
a graduate  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  College,  and 
was  married  in  what  is  now  Cleveland  County.  He 
was  a man  of  superior  education,  and  became  one  of 
the  leading  physicians,  practicing  for  thirty  years. 
He  was  sheriff  of  Cleveland  County  from  1878  to 
1879,  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
was  a much  esteemed  citizen.  During  the  late  war 
he  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  held  the 
rank  of  lieutenant,  part  of  the  time.  He  was  capt- 
ured near  home  and  held  as  a hostage  at  Little  Rock, 
for  some  time,  but  was  released  before  the  close  of 
the  war.  His  wife  was  born  in  what  is  now  Cleve- 
land County,  and  is  still  living  near  her  birthplace. 
Her  father,  William  Davis,  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  this  part  of  the  State,  where  he  died  previous  to 
the  war.  Ho  was  a farmer.  Mr.  Barnett  lived  in 
Pine  Bluff  from  1SS5  to  188S,  where  he  filled  the 
position  of  book-keeper,  for  Gould  & Co. . and 
Marsh  & Atkinson,  one  year  each.  Since  then  he 
has  resided  at  Rison.  where  he  has  a good  home. 
His  wife  is  the  owner  of  about  640  acres,  including 
the  farm,  where  his  grandfather  Matthews  settled, 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  county. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  cast  his  first  pres- 
idential vote  for  Grover  Cleveland,  in  1884.  Ho  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Culpepper 
Lodge  No.  186,  Rison,  and  is  junior  warden  of  the 
same,  and  a member  of  Kingsland  Chapter  No.  69. 
He  is  Grand  Master  of  the  first  veil. 

John  H.  Breathwait  is  a worthy  representative 
of  the  energetic  business  men  of  Cleveland  County. 
Ark.,  and  on  September  27,  1858,  was  born  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  being  a son  of  Rich- 
ard and  Mary  (Havorn)  Breathwait,  natives  of 
County  Antrim,  Ireland.  They  were  married  in 
their  native  land  but,  in  1848  the  father  came  to 
the  "United  States  on  a prospecting  tour,  and  after 
traveling  oyer  the' most  of  the  Southern  States  he 
returned  to  the  ‘‘Emerald  Isle."’  but  in  1852 
brought  his  family  to  the  United  States,  and  after 
a residence  of  nearly  one  year  in  Alabama,  they 
came  to  Arkansas  and  settled  iu  Bradley  County, 
(now  Cleveland  County),  where  they  have  since 
made  their  home.  The  father  was  born  September 
1.9,  IS! 9,  and  his  wife  March  4.  1828,  their  mar- 


g 


' 


_ 


■ 


1 - 


C LE YE LAND  COUNTY . 


60 1 


ria<ro  taking  place  September  27,  1852,  and  their  1 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  | 
children:  Ada  (wife  of  S.  13.  Gibson,  a farmer  and 
stockman  of  Cleveland  County,  Ark.'),  Rebecca  [ 
(wife  of  J.  H.  Williams,  a farmer  of  Jefferson 
County,  Ark.),  John  II. , Alexander  H.  (a  farmer  of  ' 
the  county),  Ellen  and  Mary  (who  are  living  with  j 
their  parents).  Two  children  are  deceased,  and  ! 
both  bore  the  name  of  William  and  died  when 
young.  John  H.  Breathwait  attended  the  district  ! 
schools  near  his  home  and  also  the  State  University 
at  Fayetteville  during  1873-74,  after  which  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  has  continued 
this  occupation  successfully  up  to  the  present  time.  ! 
Ho  opened  a mercantile  establishment  in  1884  on  I 
his  farm,  and  has  an  excellent  stock  of  goods 
which  he  manages  in  connection  with  his  farm.  1 
He  owns  some  2,000  acres  of  land  of  which  GOO  are 
under  cultivation  and  he  is  considered  the  most  j 
extensive  planter  in  the  county.  He  is  a Demo-  \ 
crat  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  They  were  married  on  Decern-  ; 
her  18,  1889,  she  being  a Miss  Cora  E.  Niven,  a 
daughter  of  John  Niven,  of  Cleveland,  County. 

Ben  T.  Brewer  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  j 
planters  of  Cleveland  County,  and  is  now  actively  j 
engaged  in  tilling  a tract  of  land  comprising  500 
acres,  although  he  is  the  owner  of  1,400  acres.  He  j 
was  born  in  what  is  now  Cleveland  County  (then 
Jefferson  County),  October  21,  1859,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  T.  and  Malinda  (Tuliafern)  Brewer,  who 
were  born  in  Georgia  and  died  in  Jefferson  County 
and  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  January  25.  1883, 
aged  fifty -three  years,  and  in  1880,  aged  forty- seven 
years,  respectively.  They  were  married  in  their  , 
native  State,  which  they  continued  to  make  their 
home  until  about  1S54,  when  they  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Jefferson  County,  Ark.,  where  they,  became 
quite  wealthy,  but  lost  heavily  during  the  Rebel- 
lion. The  father  was  colonel  of  the  Ninth  Regi- 
ment. of  Arkansas  Infantry.  Confederate  States 
Army,  and  was  a participant  in  many  battles. 

He  was  a Democrat,  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  he  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Four  of  their 
six  children  are  now  living:  Rosa.  Ben  T.  N.  T. 

and  Lucy  C.  Charley  and  Mamie  (twins)  are  de- 
ceased, and  all  the  children  were  born  on  the 
plantation  on  which  Ben  T.  is  now  living.  The  : 
latter  received  his  literary  education  in  the  State 
l niversity  at  Fayetteville  in  1874.  and  since  then 
has  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  and  has  been 
very  successful,  being  enterprising  and  industrious.  > 
-tie  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  not  only  a sub-  , 
stantial  and  progressive  farmer,  but  an.  intelligent  ; 


and  thoroughly  posted  man  in  all  public  affairs, 
and  honoroble  upright  dealing  has  always  been 
one  of  his  chief  characteristics. 

Judge  James  H.  Bridges,  attorney  at  law  and 
farmer,  Kedron,  Ark.  As  a leading  citizen  of 
Kedron,  in  its  professional,  business  and  social  life, 
lending  eminent  strength  to  her  bar,  tone  to  her 
finances  and  grace  to  her  society,  Judge  Bridges 
commands  attention  from  the  pen  of  the  historian 
who  would  wish  to  do  this  town  justice.  He  was 
originally  from  Chester  District,  S.  C. , born  in  1841, 
and  his  father,  Augustus  A.  Bridges,  was  a native 
of  North  Carolina,  born  in  1807.  The  elder  Bridges 
was  married,  in  Chester  District,  S.  C.,  in  1840,  to 
Miss  Mary  Lee,  and  in  October,  1856,  they  moved 
to  Wayne  County,  Tenn. , thence  to  what  is  now 
Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  in  1859,  and  settled  on  a 
partly  improved  farm  in  that  county.  He  was  a 
successful  agriculturalist,  and  was  also  a mechanic 
of  no  ordinary  ability.  He  died  in  1885,  and  his 
wife  in  1867.  Both  were  members  of  the  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church  for  many  years.  The  mater- 
nal grandfather.  James  Lee,  was  born  in  Virginia, 
was  a tiller  of  the  soil,  and  died  in  Chester  Dis- 
trict, S.  C.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  a 
number  of  years.  Judge  H.  James  Bridges  was  the 
eldest  of  eight  children.  He  obtained  a fair  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  district, 
and  was  early  initiated  into  the  duties  of  farm  life. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  G*.  Second  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  oper- 
ated in  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Mississippi.  He 
was  in  many  skirmishes  in  Kentucky,  and  was  se- 
verely wounded  in  the  right  arm  at  Shiloh,  being 
disabled  from  further  field  service.  He  remained 
in  the  army,  however,  until  July,  1863,  when  he 
was  discharged.  Returning  to  the  farm,  he  was 
married,  in  1867.  to  Miss  Esther  A.  Calvert,  a na- 
tive of  Alabama,  and  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Calvert,  natives  of  Ireland  and  Alabama,  re- 
spectively. Mr.  and  Airs.  Calvert  went  from  Ala- 
bama to  Louisiana,  and,  in  1856,  to  what  is  now' 
Cleveland  County.  Ark.,  where  Mr.  Calvert  died, 
in  March,  1865,  from  the  effects  of  severe  torture 
inflicted  one  month  and  two  days  prior  to  that  date. 
He  was  called  to  his  door  one  night  by  a body  of 
masked  ‘‘Gray backs,’’  who  asked  the  way  to  a cer- 
tain place.  They  then  demanded  his  money,  and  he 
gave  them  what  he  had.  §700,  but  they  still  insisted 
that  he  had  more,  and  to  compel  him  to  give  it  up, 
tied  him  between  rails  and  set.  fire  to  them.  His 
feet  and  legs  were  burned  so  badly  that  the  flesh 
came  off.  Mrs.  Culvert  died  in  1873,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Mrs. 
Bridges  died  in  March,  1887,  leasing  five  children’: 


_ 


. • •,  • 

. 

' 


!’ 


■ 


CO  2 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Alice  (wife  of  A.  J.  Lemmond),  Robert  E.,  Charley 
Alexander,  Mary  and  Fanthia.  For  thirty-two  years 
Judge  Bridges  has  lived  in  his  present  neighbor- 
hood, and  the  same  systematic  condition  of  affairs 
about  his  home  is  apparent  in  his  course  as  a man. 
Thorough  in  all  that  he  does,  he  allows  no  worthy 
movement  to  drag  for  want  of  support,  if  it  is  in 
his  power  to  help  it.  He  has  lived  on  his  present 
farm  for  about  live  years,  and  has  SCO  acres,  with 
about  150  under  cultivation,  all  the  result  of  his  own 
industry.  He  followed  farming  until  about  1874, 
and  since  that  time  has  been  practicing  law,  in 
connection  with  his  farming  interests.  In  1882  he 
was  elected  county  judge,  and  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity for  one  terra.  In  politics  he  was  formerly  a 
Whig,  but  since  the  war  has  been  a Republican. 
His  first  presidential  vote  was  for  Seymour,  from 
the  fact  that  he  did  not  like  Gen.  Grant. 

Robert  H.  Carpenter  is  a well-known  and  high- 
ly esteemed  resident  of  Cleveland  County,  and- was 
born  in  Tishomingo  County.  Miss.,  October  22, 
1851,  being  a son  of  Israel  F.  and  Lavina  C.  (Man- 
ning) Carpenter,  who  were  born  in  Pennsylvania 
arid  South  Carolina,  respectively.  When  a child, 
six  years  of  age,  Israel  F.  Carpenter  was  taken  by 
his  parents  to  North  Carolina,  and  there  he  was 
reared  to  manhood.  After  commencing  the  battle 
of  life  for  himself  he  went  to  South  Carolina,  but 
after  a very, short  stay  he  emigrated  to  Tishomingo 
County,  Miss.,  which  county  continued  to  be  his 
home  until  1860,  when  he  took  up  his  abode  in 
| Drew  County,  Ark.,  and  in  1873  located  in  Cleve- 
land, County,  on  the  farm  on  which  Robert  H.  is  now 
living.  Here  he  died  in  1880  aged  sixty-tive  years, 
his  wife  having  died  in  Drew  County  in  1873,  when 
! forty-three  years  old.  The  father  was  a tanner  by 
' trade,  but  the  last  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in 
farming,  at  which  he  was  very  successful.  During 
I the  Civil  War  he  served  two  years  as  captain  of  a 
I company  of  Arkansas  Confederate  Cavalry,  and 
| was  in  many  battles  and  skirmishes  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  He  was  a Mason  in  high  stand- 
j ing.  a Lutheran  in  his  religious  belief,  and  was  a 
j man  whom  all  respected  and  esteemed.  His  wife 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South,  and  their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the 
; following  children:  Mary  Ann  (wife  of  F.  Sturgis, 

! a farmer),  Robert  H.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch). 
Elizabeth  (who  lives  with  him),  Margaret  C.  (wife 
of  John  Maxwell,  who  is  a dairyman  and  gardener 
at  Hot  Springs,  Ark.),  A.  L.  (who  is  engaged  in 
farming  with  his  brother  Robert),  and  Sal  lie  Jane 
(who  died  October  13,  1889.  aged  twentv-four 
years).  Robert  H.  Carpenter  inherits  German 
blood  from  his  father,  and  received  his  earlv  educa- 


tion in  the  schools  of  Drew  County.  He  is  a joint 
j owner  of  300  acres  of  land,  a goodly  portion  of 
which  is  under  cultivation,  and  he  is  an  enterpris- 
ing and  progressive  young  farmer.  He  is  a Dem- 
i ocrat,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  causes  of 
Christianity  and  education. 

William  W.  Carmical,  a leading  citizen  of 
Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Abbeville 
District.  S.  C.,  February  6,  1827,  a sou  of  Arthur 
and  Frances  (Bell)  Carmical,  natives,  respectively, 
of  South  Carolina  and  North  Carolina.  They 
were  married  in  Newberry,  S.  C. , and  continued  to 
make  that  State  their  home  until  1832,  when  they 
moved  ta  Georgia,  in  which  State  they  made  their 
home  until  their  deaths,  the  father  dying  April  1, 
1845,  aged  seventy-one  years  and  the  mother  in 
i 1876,  awed  eighty-two  years.  They  were  both  con- 
sistent  church  members,  but  the  father  espoused 
the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  the 
mother  the  Methodist.  They  were 'successful  agri- 
culturists, and  in  his  political  views  he  was  a Whig. 
The  paternal  grandparents,  Patrick  and  Elizabeth 
Carmical,  were  born  in  Ireland,  and  at  an  early 
day  removed  to  America,  the  grandfather  becom- 
ing a member  of  the  American  army  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  and  was  a participant  in  a great 
many  battles.  He  was  a farmer  and  tobacco 
planter.  William  W.  Carmical’ s brothers  and  sis- 
ters are  as  follows:  Alary  Ann  (widow  of  Samuel 
Wal leer., resides  in  Coweta  County,  Ga  ),  Patrick  (a 
farmer  also  residing  there).  Nancy  (widow  of  John 
S.  Spnrell),  Robert  (a  farmer  of  Coweta  County, 
Ga).  Those  deceased  are  John  (who  died  in  in- 
fancy), Abram  (who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years),  Elizabeth  (who  died  in  Alabama  when  quite 
advanced  in  years),  Arthur  (who  died  in  Georgia, 
aged  fifty  years),  and  Sophia  (who  died  in  Ala- 
bama). William  W.  Carmical  spent  his  school 
days  in  Georgia,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age 
j began  life  for  himself  as  a farmer,  and  as  such 
continued  until  December,  IS  d).  when  he  came  to 
Arkansas  and  located  in  what  is  now  Cleveland 
. County,  and  here  has  since  made  his  home,  being 
now  the  owner  of  a fine  tract  of  land  comprising 
200  acres,  but  lias  given  500  acres  to  his  children. 
While  a resident  of  Georgia  ho  served  as  sheriff  of 
Coweta  County  one  term,  and  was  magistrate  sev- 
eral years,  and  since  his  residence  in  Cleveland 
County,  Ark.,  he  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  in  1879  was  elected  to  the  otlice  of  sheriff  and 
served  one  term.  Alay  1,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the 
First  Georgia  Cavalry,  being  first  lieutenant  of 
Company  lv,  and  afterward  became  commander  of 
the  regiment.  He  remained  in  the  service  until 
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September  5,  1804,  when  be  became  recruiting 
officer,  continuing  such  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
lie  was  in  the  battles  of  Murfreesboro.  Chicka- 
manga,  in  and  around  Atlanta,  Macon,  Ga.,  and 
was  severely  wounded  at  Campbellviile,  Tenn.,  by 
a minie-ball  which  entered  his  right  cheek  and 
passed  out  through  his  left.  He  then  returned 
home  on  furlough  and  spent  the  remainder  of  the 
war  in  recruiting.  March  12,  1840,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Margaret  Anna  Leslie,  a daughter  of 
Joseph  Leslie,  who  is  now  residing  in  Cleveland 
County,  Ark.,  and  is  eighty-two  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  Carmical  was  born  in  South  Carolina  October 
0,  1829,  and  by  Mr.  Carmical  is  the  mother  of 
these  children:  Mary  J.  (wife  of  IV.  J.  Harper, 
who  is  now  deceased),  Joseph  P.  (a  farmer  of 
Drew  County,  Ark.),  William  A.  (a  farmer  of 
Cleveland  County),  John  A.  (in  business  with  his 
father),  and  Emma  T.  (wife  of  M.  E.  Elliott,  a 
farmer  of  the  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carmical  are 
i members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  in  his  political  views  he  is  a Democrat. 

Dr.  Thomas  W.  Chowning,  retired,  11  iso n,  Ark. 
Dr.  Chowning  owes  his  nativity  to  Lancaster 
I County,  Va.,  born  September  3,  1814,  and  is  one 
of  the  old  and  much  esteemed  citizens  of  Cleveland 
County.  His  father,  JohnS.  Chowning,  was  born 
in  the  same  county  as  the  Doctor,  and  the  grand- 
father, William  Chowning.  was  a native  of  Wales. 
The  latter  came  to  America  when  a young  man, 
settled  in  Virginia,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  John  S.  Chowning  was  a farmer, 
and  was  married  in  his  native  State  to  Miss  Hannah 
Gresham,  a native  of  King  and  Queen  County, 
Virginia.  They  became  the  parents  of  live  chil- 
dren, and  both  died  when  the  Doctor  was  quite 
young.  He  attended  the  common  schools,  where 
he  received  a good  education,  and  after  the  death 
of  his  parents,  lived  until  grown  with  a cousin. 
John  Chowning.  In  the  winter  of  1835  and  1836 
lie  left  Virginia  with  two  negroes,  went  to  Sumter 
County,  Ala.,  and  there  soon  found  employment 
for  his  negroes  for  about  two  years.  He  then  took 
a trip  on  horseback  back  to  4 irginia,  but  only  made 
a short  stay,  and  has  never  been  back  since.  From 
there  he  went  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  was  engaged  in  trad- 
ing in  sugar  at  that  place  until  about  1840  or  1844. 
and  then  went  to  New  Orleans,  with  the  intention 
of  going  to  Cuba.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been 
reading  medicine  at  Mobile  merely  for  improvement 
and  his  own  satisfaction.  He  later  took  four 
courses  of  lectures  at  the  Medical  Department  of 
Louisiana  University  at  New  Orleans,  and  at  the 
same  time  assisted  in  the  charity  hospital  there. 
Ho  graduated  in  1844,  and  soon  after  came  to  Ar- 


kansas, where  he  entered  a very  successful  practice 
in  the  vicinity  of  Warren.  He  was  married  there 
in  October,  1845,  to  Miss  Martha  V.  Barnett,  a 
native  of  Alabama,  and  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Mary  M.  Barnett,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
eight  children,  one  son  and  a daughter  now  living:  j 

Nathaniel  Barnett  (an  attorney)  and  Frances  S. 
(wife  of  E.  W.  Emerson).  Mrs.  Chowning’ s 
parents  were  early  settlers  of  what  is  now  Cleve- 
land County,  where  the  father  died  in  1855.  The 
mother  died  in  Alabama,  before  he  left  that  State. 

In  184 1 the  Doctor  settled  in  the  woods,  on  his 
present  farm,  and  there  he  has  resided  ever  since, 
practicing  his  profession  with  his  usual  success. 

He  has  a good  farm  of  4:80  acres,  although  at  one 
time  he  had  2,500  acres,  but  since  then  he  has 
divided  with  liis  children.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  j 
practitioners  in  Southeastern  Arkansas,  and  is  also 
one  of  the  most  successful  and  well-known.  In  ! 
politics  he  was  reared  a Whig,  and  remained  with 
that  party  until  the  war,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  a Democrat.  His  first  presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  Harrison  in  1840.  He  has  been  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  since  about  1855,  now  of 
Culpepper  Lodge  No.  186,  and  of  Kingsland 
Chanter. 

Thomas  J.  Clements,  the  accommodating  land- 
lord of  the  Clements  House  at  New  Edinburg,  Ark. , 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Ga.,  June  29,  1840, 
and  is  a son  of  Isham  and  Mary  A.  (Davis)  Clem- 
ents. also  Georgians.  They  were  married  in  Mon- 
roe County,  Ga.  , and  there  made  their  home  until 
the  father’s  death,  which  occurred  August  29, 
1869,  when  about  sixty-seven  years  of  age,  and 
his  widow  then  came  to  Arkansas,  and  is  now  mak- 
ing her  home  with  her  son,  Thomas  J.,  and  has 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
Isham  Clements  was  a successful  farmer,  served  in 
the  Confederate  army  for  a short  time  before  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had 
be6n  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  many  years,  his  wife  being  also  a member  of 
the  same.  A family  of  eight  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter was  born  to  them  of  whom  Thomas  J.  is  the 
eldest,  next  came  W . T.  (a  farmer  of  Georgia), 
then  L.  O.  (a  farmer  of  Lamar  County,  Tex.), 
Sarah  E.  (wife  of  J.  T.  Majors,  also  of  Texas).  J. 

R.  (a  farmer  of  Cleveland  County),  A.  C.  (a  tiller 
of  the  soil  in  Burnett  County,  Tex.),  E.  O.  (a  farmer 
of  Cleveland  County),  G.  W.  (at  Pine  Bluff,  in 
the  employ  of  Lankford  & Co.),  and  E.  J.  (who 
died  when  about  four  years  of  age).  Thomas  J. 
Clements  spent  his  school  days  in  Georgia,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  being  a member  of  the  Second 
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Georgia  Cavalry,  ancl  served  until  the  close  of  the 
Avar,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Shelbyville,  Mur- 
freesboro, Good  Hope  Church,  Chickanjauga,  Per- 
ryville,  and  was  in  the  retreat  from  Dalton  to  At- 
lanta. He  surrendered  at  Bentonville,  N.  C. , and 
returned  home  witli  the  determination  to  accumu- 
late some  property,  and  his  hopes  have  been  fully 
realized.  He  came  to  Arkansas  in  1S69,  and  after 
farming  two  years  he  formed  a partnership  with 
J.  R.  Stewart,  in  a steam  saw  and  grist  mill 
and  cotton-gin,  and  after  this  had  received  his  at- 
tention for  twelve  years  he  embarked  in  the  hotel 
business,  which  has  since  received  his  attention 
although  he  still  continues  to  pay  much  attention 
to  farming,  his  farm  being  located  about  one  mile 
from  New  Edinburg.  June  24,  1806,  he  married 
Miss  A.  E.  Stevens,  a daughter  of  "Wesley  J.  Ste- 
vens, she  being  a native  of  Crawford  County.  Ga., 
born  on  March  8,  1839.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clements 
have  had  a family  of  seven  children  born  to  them: 
J.  E.  (who  is  in  the  drug  business  in  New'  Edin- 
burg), R.  J.  (rvbo  tills  his  father’s  farm),  and  T. 
AY.  and  J.  T.  (Avho  are  at  home).  Three  children 
are  deceased:  Myrtie  E.  (an  infant),  I.  AY.  (who 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  years),  and  AV.  E.  (in  in- 
fancy). The  family  worship  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clements 
are  members,  and  he  is  a Mason  and  a Democrat. 
Since  1880  he  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

James  Crook,  an  old  settler  and  a prominent 
citizen  of  Cleveland  County.  Ark.,  was  born  in 
Chester  District,  S.  C.,  February  7,  1833,  a son  of 
AVilliam  and  Rebecca  (Steel)  Crook,  who  were  also 
born  in  South  Carolina  (the  former  in  1842).  and 
died  in  that  State  aged  fifty- five  and  fifty  years, 
respectively.  The  father  Avas  a successful  farmer, 
a Democrat,  politically,  and  his  wife  was  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South.  Of 
ten  children  born  to  them  James  Crook  was  the 
ninth,  and  is  noAV  the  only  one  left  to  represent 
this  once  large  family.  His  school  days  were  spent 
in  his  native  State,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  par- 
ents he  was  taken  by  an  uncle,  Joseph  Crook,  and 
remained  with  him  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  after 
Avhich  he  Avent  to  school  until  he  Avas  about  tAventy. 
In  1853  he  came  to  Arkansas  and  located  in  what  was 
then  Bradley  County  (now  Cleveland),  but  at  the 
end  of  one  year  returned  to  South  Carolina,  but 
after  remaining  here  about  one  year  he  again  Avent 
AVest,  but  this  time  took  up  his  abode  in  HayAvood 
County,  Term.,  which  place  continued  to  be  his 
home  for  four  years,  his  time  being  devoted  to  the 
wholesale  grocery  business  at  Brownsville.  Since 
then  he  has  resided  in  Arkansas,  and  has  gRen  his 
time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  On 


: June  3.  186.1,  he  enlisted  in  the  Second  Arkansas 
Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  Avar, 

| participating  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Murfrees- 
boro, Franklin,  and  Avas  then  west  of  the  Missis- 
! sippi  River  at  Jenkins'  Ferry,  and  was  in  numer- 
I ous  skirmishes.  At  the  battle  of  Jenkins’  Ferry 
| he  received  a Avound  in  the  left  breast,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  his  cartridge  box  Avhich  caused  the 
ball  to  glance,  he  Avould  undoubtedly  have  lost  his 
life.  By  industry  he  has  become  the  owner  of 
200  acres  of  land,  of  Avhich  eighty  are  under  culti- 
vation. He  is  a Democrat,  and  is  in  every  respect 
a public-spirited  citizen.  March  17,  1857,  lie  was 
married  to  Elmira  PoAvell,  a daughter  of  John  and 
| Susan  Ppwell.  She  Avas  born  in  Mississippi,  in 
1836,  and  is  the  mother  of  five  children,  who  are 
living:  Olefia  T.,  Susan  C.,  Mary  Queenie,  AA'ill- 
iain  Roscoe  and  Monnie  T.  Robert  M.  died  Avhen 
] tAvo  years  of  age,  and  Ann  Artie,  Avhen  an  infant. 

Jonathan  C.  Davis.  AYitbin  the  limits  of  Cleve- 
; land  County,  Ark.,  there  is  no  man  of  a more  en- 
| terprising  disposition,  energy  or  honesty  than  Mr. 

Mr.  Davis,  who  was  born  in  York  District,  S.  C., 

; on  December  13,  1829.  His  parents,  Lusk  and 
Margaret  (Hart)  Davis,  were  natures  of  South 
| Carolina,  and  both  died  in  Tipton  County,  Tenn. , 
in  1808  and  1876,  respectively,  both  being  about 
fifty-seven  years  of  age.  They  were  married 
in  South  Carolina,  and  there  made  their  home 
until  the  subject  of  this  sketch  Avas  about  five  years 
of  age,  at  Avhich  time  they  settled  in  Tipton 
County,  Tenn..  Avhere  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
! their  days  in  farming.  They  Avere  members  of  the 
| Seceder  Church,  and  their  union  resulted  in  the 
| birth  of  five  daughters  and  two  sons,  of  Avhom 
Jonathan  C.  is  the  eldest.  He  and  Thomas,  Avho 
is  a Presbyterian  minister  residing  in  Kansas,  are 
the  only  ones  noA\r  living.  Jonathan  C.  Davis  re- 
! ceived  a fair  education  in  Tipton  County,  Tenn., 

: and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  began  farming 
for  himself,  but  gave  up  this  Avork  in  1862  to  join 
the  TAvelftk  Tennessee  Confederate  Cavalry,  and 
; served  Avith  that  regiment  until  the  close  of  the 
Avar,  and  being  under  Gen.  Forrest  was  in  many 
battles  and  skirmishes,  and  Avas  wounded  at  Har- 
. rislrurg.  Miss. , but  Avas  never  taken  prisoner. 
After  bis  long  term  of  service  had  expired  he 
again  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  but  unlike 
the  great  majority  he  had  enough  to  begin  house- 
keeping iu  a comfortable  manner.  In  1807  he 
came  to  DreAv  County,  Ark.,  and  in  18(0  settled  in 
Bradley  County,  and  three  years  later  on  his  pres- 
ent farm,  which  consists  of  320  acres,  of  which  100 
; are  under  cultivation.  In  September,  1854,  A\  ill - 
: iam  and  Catherine  Simonton’ s daughter,  Martha. 
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became  his  wife,  their  union  taking  place  in  Tip- 
ton  County,  Term.,  and  in  time  the  following  chil- 
dren clustered  about  their  hearthstone:  William 
T.  (a  farmer  of  the  county),  Robert  T.  (a  farmer 
and  apiarist  of  the  county).  JohrrP.  (also  following 
the  same  occupation  here),  Ellen  C.  (wife  of  John 
Goodman  (who  resides  with  Mr.  Davis  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil),  Anna  L.,  Mary  C.  and  Emma  J. 
Charles  C.  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  The 
family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  being  members  of  the 
same,  and  the  former  is  a member  of  the  Agricult- 
ural Wheel,  and  in  his  political  views  a stanch 
Democrat,  but  was  the  first  man  to  vote  the  Pro- 
hibition ticket  in  Lee  Township. 

H.  C.  Draughon,  of  the  firm  of  Draughon  & 
Morris,  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  building  ma- 
terial, two  miles  east  of  Kingsland  on  the  St. 
Louis,  Arkansas  & Texas  Railroad,  is  a native  of 
Humphreys  County,  Tenn. , where  his  birth  oc- 
curred in  1837,  and  the  son  of  William  W.  and 
Cassandra  (Murphy)  Draughon.  natives  of  Robert- 
son County,  Tenn.,  born  in  1812  and  1818,  respect- 
ively. They  were  married  in  their  native  State, 
and  resided  there  until  about  1835.  when  they  re- 
moved to  Humphreys  County,  Term.,  where  Mr. 
Draughon  died  in  1844.  His  widow  married  the 
second  time,  and  died  in  that  county  in  1874.  She 
was  a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Draughon  was  a successful  hotel 
man  for  many  years,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  county.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  His  father,  Miles  Draughon, 
was  of  English  descent,  and  although  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Robert- 
son County,  Tenn.,  in  which  State  he  died.  He 
was  a tiller  of  the  soil  by  occupation.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  James  Murphy,  was  a native 
of  the  Emerald  Isle,  Waterford,  and  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  when  a young  man.  He  was 
married,  in  Virginia,  to  a Miss  Lands,  and  after 
remaining  a resident  of  that  State  for  some  time, 
moved  to  Robertson  County,  Tenn..  where  he 
died.  His  wife  died  in  Missouri  when  very  old. 
Her  father,  James  Lands,  was  a resident  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  belonged  to  the  colonial  navy  during 
the  Revolution.  He  died  in  Virginia.  Of  the 
seven  children  born  to  his  parents  H.  C.  Draughon 
was  the  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He  re- 
mained with  ids  father  and  assisted  him  in  the 
hotel  business  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
during  that  time  received  a fair  education  in  the 
common  schools.  After  this  he  served  some  years 
as  a commercial  traveler  for  a Memphis  house,  and 
the  most  of  his  life  since  then  lias  been  passed  in  the 


: lumber  business  in  Tennessee  and  elsewhere.  His 
marriage  occurred  in  1804,  in  Weakley  County, 
Tenn.,  to  Miss  Mary  White,  a native  of  Dresden, 
Tenn.,  and  the  daughter  of  E.  J.  and  Catherine 
White,  of  the  same  place.  Mrs.  Draughon  died 
: of  yellow  fever  at  Martin,  Tenn.,  in  18(8,  leaving 
; five  children,  all  living.  Mr.  Draughon’ s second 
marriage  occurred  in  November,  1888,  to  Miss 
i Ella  Read,  who  was  born  in  Louisiana,  and  who  was 
the  daughter  of  Rev.  John  G.  and  Fannie  C.  Read. 

; Mr.  Read  was  a regular  ordained  minister,  and 
was  for  many  years  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
He  died  there  in  1880  and  his  widow  about  1S84. 
In  1.879  Mr.  Draughon  removed  to  Texarkana, 

■ "where  he  was  engaged  in  the  saw-mill  business 
until  his  removal  to  Kingsland  in  January,  1 8 N 7 . 
He  is  an  active  worker  in  educational  affairs  and 
spares  no  pains  to  give  his  children  every  advan- 
tage for  obtaining  an  education.  He  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Bell  in  3.860,  and  although  formerly  a 
Whig  is  now  a Democrat.  He  has  been  a non- 
! affiliating  Mason  for  many  years.  His  present 
I wife  and  eldest  daughter  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  first  wife  was 
also  a member  of  the  same. 

Silas  Sanders  Dykes,  farmer,  miller  and  ginner, 
Kingsland,  Ark.  This  prominent  business  man  is 
a member  of  the  firm  of  Hall  & Dykes  at  Kings- 
land. is  a native  of  Cleveland  County,  born  in 
Smith  Township,  in  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob 
and  Louisp  (Shote)  Dykes,  natives  of  Tennessee  and 
Alabama,  respectively.  The  parents  were  married 
in  the  last-named  State,  and  there  resided  until 
1850,  when  they  moved  to  what  is  now  Cleveland 
County,  Ark.,  and  in  1855  to  Saline  Township, 
where  both  passed  their  last  days,  the  father  dying 
in  1887.  He  was  twice  married  and  his  first  wife, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  died  in  1857,  Both 
were  for  many  years  members  of  the  Primitive 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Dykes  was  a successful  agri- 
culturist, and  was  held  in  much  respect  and 
esteem  by  all  acquainted  with  him.  He  served  a 
short  time  in  the  Confederate  army  with  Col. 
McMurtrey,  and  participated  in  the  Oak  Hill,  Mo., 
fight.  He  was  a son  of  Martin  Dykes,  who  passed 
his  entire  life  in  Tennessee.  Of  the  eight  children 
born  to  his  parents,  Silas  Sanders  Dykes  and  a 
brother,  Andrew  C.,  are  the  only  ones  now  living. 
The  former  received  limited  educational  advantages 
in  the  wilds  of  Arkansas,  and  all  his  time  was  oc- 
cupied in  assisting  his  father  in  clearing  the  home 
place.  He  was  married  in  1S75  to  ALiss  Lenora 
Little,  a native  of  Cleveland  County,  and  the 
daughter  of  J.  A.  and  A.  J.  Little,  natives  of  North 
Carolina,  who  came  to  Cleveland  County  in  1890. 


, 


' 

' 

■ 


■ • 


000 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


They  botii  died  in  that  State,  the  father  in  the  Con- 
federate service  and  while  a prisoner  of  war  in  the 
hospital  at  Little  Rock.  To  Hr.  and  Mrs.  Dykes 
have  been  born  six  children,  two  sons  and  a daugh- 
ter now  living.  Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Dykes  has 
resided  near  and  in  Kingsland,  being  engaged  the 
principal  part  of  the  time  in  farming  and  trading. 
He  is  the  owner  of  over  2.000  acres  of  land,  and 
since  1883  he  has  operated  a steam  grist  and  gin 
mill.  For  about  two  years  he  has  been  engaged  in 
merchandising.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  his  first  presidential  vote 
was  for  Samuel  J.  Tilden  in  IS76. 

Dr.  George  AY.  England,  physician  and  surgeon, 
Kedron,  Ark.  Dr.  England  is  a man  of  decided 
intellectual  ability,  is  ever  ready  to  obey  the  call 
of  all  classes,  and  is  in  truth  a physician  of  thor- 
ough learning  and  experience.  Fie  was  born  in 
Cobb  County,  Ga. , in  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Pow- 
ell and  Mary  (York)  England,  natives  of  Georgia, 
where  they  resided  until  about  1810,  when  they  re- 
moved to  Alabama  and  thence  to  Mississippi  a few 
years  later.  In  1850  they  came  to  Arkansas,  set- 
tled on  a partly'  improved  farm  in  what  is  now 
Cleveland  County,  and  there  passed  the  closing 
scenes  of  their  lives,  dying  in  1872  and  1SS1,  re- 
spectively'. Airs.  England  was  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church.  The  paternal  grand 
father,  Joel  England,  was  of  Irish  descent,  was  a 
farmer  and  died  in  Georgia.  Dr.  George  AM  Eng- 
land, the  eldest  of  ten  children,  was  reared  on  his 
father  s farm,  received  a rather  limited  education, 
and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  began  for  himself 
by  clearing  a farm.  In  1859  he  came  to  Arkansas, 
and  was  married  in  what  is  now  Cleveland  County, 
in  1862,  to  Miss  Mary  F.  Cash,  a native  of  Elbert 
County,  Ga. , her  birth  occurring  in  1837.  Seven 
children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union,  five  sons  and 
one  daughter  now  living:  Joseph  M.  (of  Indian 
Territory),  John  I.  (of  Texas),  George  Powell, 
Robert  A,,  Junius  AY.,  Pharlishea  Alary  (wife  of 
Joseph  Murdoch).  The  parents  of  Airs.  England, 
Reuben  and  Alary  Felicia  Cash,  were  born  in  Geor- 
gia in  1 Si  4 .and  1819,  respectively,  and  resided  there 
until  1858,  when  they  removed  to  Arkansas  and 
settled  in  Cleveland  County.  There  he  died  in 
1882,  a much  esteemed  member  of  the  Alissioriarv 
Baptist  Church.  He  was  also  a member  of  the 
Alasonic  fraternity,  and  a farmer  by  occupation. 
Airs.  Cash  is  still  living,  and  is  a member  of  the 
same  church.  The  same  vear  of  his  marriage  Dr. 
England  joined  Company  B,  Second  Arkansas  Cav- 
alry, and  served  in  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Alissis- 
sippi,  Texas,  Louisiana  and  Alissouri.  • He  was  in 
the  second  battle  of  Corinth,  Alarksville,  Poison 


Springs  and  all  through  the  Price  raid.  He  sur- 
; rendered  near  Shreveport,  La.,  after  which  lie 
: came  home  and  went  to  farming.  He  resided  in 
different  parts  of  Cleveland  County  until  1S75, 
when  he  settled  in  the  woods  on  his  present  farm, 
now  consisting  of  about  520  acres,  iu  two  tracts, 
and  125  acres  under  cultivation.  Fmtil  about  187  i 
bedevoted  his  whole  attention  to  farming,  although 
: for  some  years  prior  he  had  been  studying  medi- 
cine and  prescribing  for  his  own  family  in.  which 
i there  had  been  considerable  sickness.  After  mak- 
; ing  a thorough  study'  be  began  again  to  practice, 
i and  soon  became  one  of  the  most  successful  physi- 
cians in  the  county,  having  an  extended  practice  of 
1 fifteen  miles  in  every  direction.  He  is  a close  ob- 
server and  an  honest  practitioner.  Iu  politics  he 
is  conservative.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  AL,  Culpepper  Lodge  No.  186,  at  Bison,  and  is 
: a charter  member.  He  and  wife  are  members  in 
good  standing  in  the  Alissionary  Baptist  Church. 
/ Capt.  Levi  J.  A*.  Fritts  has  long  been  a resident 
of  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  and  has  acquired  au 
; enviable  reputation  for  honorable,  upright  dealing 
| and  for  intelligence  and  sound  views  on  all  matters 
of  public  interest.  He  was  born  in  Montgomery 
| County,  EM.,  Alay  8,  1811,  and  is  a son  of  John 
and  Ann  (Dauly)  Fritts,  who  were  born  in  the  Jvey- 
: stone  State.  Soon  after  their  marriage,  they  re- 
moved to  Kentucky,  and  still  later,  to  New  Albany7. 
Inch,  where  the  father  died.  After  bis  demise,  the 
| mother  married  again,  her  second  husband  being 
i Curtis  Borett.  and  she  died  in  Louisville,  Kv.,  in 
1844.  John  Fritts  was  a stone-mason  by  occupa- 
tion, and  this  calling  was  receiving  his  attention 
when  he  was  called  to  his  long  home.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  AAAir  of  1812.  and  so  far  as  is  known 
j was  a participant  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans. 

The  Fritts  family  are  of  Dutch  descent,  and  the 
! Daulys  of  Irish.  To  this  couple  a family  of  six  chil- 
dren were  born — five  sons  and  one  daughter — of 
whom  Levi  J.  Ah  is  the  eldest.  Fie  remained  with  his 
mother  until  he  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age. 
then  failing  to  agree  with  his  stepfather,  he  left 
home  and  went  to  Louisville,  where  he  was  bound 
out  to  a shoemaker,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
; seven  years.  He  then  started  out  for  himself  as  a 
journeyman,  and  first  located  in  Shawneetown.  111. , 
then  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina.  He  joined  Capt.  F.  AI.  Robertson’s  com- 
pany of  Richmond  Blues,  and  was  in  the  service  one 
year.  He  first  served  as  clerk  in  the  Commissary 
Department,  then  became  commissary7  sergeant,  and 
also  gunner,  then  left  and  fired  a salute  for  the  new 
; State  of  Arkansas.  After  the  war  he  again  turned 
| his  attention  to  his  calling,  opening  a shop  at  An 
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frusta,  Ga.,  and  also  established  a shoeshop  at  Cov- 
in <r(ou,  Ga.  In  1851  he  moved  from  Georgia  to 
Arkansas,  and  having  previously  been  engaged  in 
fanning  in  Georgia,  he  followed  this  occupation 
after  coining  to  Arkansas,  remaining  long  enough 
in  Arkansas  County  to  raise  three  crops,  then  came 
to  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  residing,  which 
was  in  1855.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  720  acres 
of  land,  with  a large  portion  under  cultivation. 
During  the  late  Rebellion  he  served  in  the  Home 
Guards,  and  was  commissioned  captain  by  Gov. 
Rector,  and  did  some  valuable  service  for  the  Con- 
federacy, although  not  on  active  duty.  His  stock 
was  all  taken  and  driven  away  during  this  time,  and 
while  on  a trip  to  Pine  Bluff  he  was  taken  pris- 
oner, but  was  only  retained  a short  time.  On  Oc- 
tober 6,  1830,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  S.  Melton, 
a daughter  of  Moses  Melton,  of  Georgia.  She  was 
born  in  1817.  and  died,  in  Arkansas,  October  27, 
1801,  having  borne  a family  of  ten  children,  live  of 
whom  are  living:  Dorothea  Ann  (now  Mrs.  Bart- 
lett, whose  husband  is  a fanner  of  Texas),  William 
A.  (a  machinist  and  prominent  citizen  of  Trenton, 
Grundy  County,  Mo.),  Martha  (wife  of  B.  D.  Earn- 
est. of  Calhoun  County.  Ark.),  Jane  (wife  of  Ed 
O.  Clements),  a farmer  of  (his  county),  and  Susan 
A.  (wife  of  E.  Gray,  a farmer  of  Calhoun  County. 
On  January  IS,  1863,  Mr.  Fritts  wedded  Mrs. 
Ailey  Beasley,  and.  by  her  he  has  three  children: 
Henry  L.,  George  W..  and  Fannie  S.  (wife  of 
George  Horner,  of  Dallas  County).  Mr.  Fritts  is 
a Mason,  a member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel, 
and  is  independent  in  his  political  views,  casting 
his  vote  for  whom  he  considers  the  best  man. 

Calvin  C.  Graves,  dealer  in  groceries,  provis- 
ions, etc.,  lvingsland,  Ark.  Among  the  many  en- 
terprises necessary  to  complete  the  commercial 
resources  of  a town  or  city,  none  is  of  more  im- 
portance than  that  of  the  grocer,  as  being  one  of 
the  main  factors  in  the  furnishing  of  our  food  sup- 
plies. Prominent  in  this  trade  is  the  establish- 
ment of  Mr.  Calvin  C.  Graves,  which  was  estab- 
lished in  February,  1885,  and  now  has  a stock 
valued  at  $600,  and  the  annual  sales  of  about 
86,000.  Mr.  Graves  was  born  in  Jjamar  County, 
Tex.,  in  18-14.  and  is  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Mar- 
garet (Orm)  Graves,  natives  of  Virginia.  The 
father  was  born  in  1709.  and  after  his  marriage 
resided  in  seventeen  different  States  until  1848, 
when  he  came  to  what  is  now  Cleveland  County, 
Ark.  There  he  died  in  1862,  and  his  wife  in 
1870.  He  was  of  Irish  descent,  and  although  he 
followed  farming  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  was 
a tanner  by  trade,  and  followed  this  for  many 
years.  Calvin  C.  Graves  is  the  youngest  of  seven 
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children,  two  sous  and  one  daughter  now  Ik  ing: 
Benjamin  F.  (a  farmer  of  Cleveland  County).  Mrs. 
Susan  Morgan  (also  of  Cleveland  County),  and 
Calvin  C.  The  latter  attained  his  growth  on  the 
farm,  and  received  a limited  education  iu  the  com- 
mon schools,  the  entire  time  of  attendance  not  be- 
ing over  ten  or  twelve  months.  Iu  October,  1863, 
he  joined  Company  D,  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  operating  in 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  Louisiana  and  Texas.  He 
was  in  Price’s  raid  through  Missouri,  and  surren- 
dered in  Texas  in  May,  1865.  Returning  home 
he  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  December,  1867. 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Merrill,  a 
native  of  Georgia,  and  the  daughter  of  Patrick 
and  Rebecca  Merrill,  natives  also  of  Georgia. 
From  there  her  parents  moved  to  Louisiana, 
thence  to  Texas,  and  about  i860  to  what  is  now 
Cleveland  County,  where  Mrs.  Merrill  now  lives. 
Mr.  Merrill  died  in  the  Confederate  army.  Mr. 
Graves  followed  farming  until  1885,  and  has  146 
acres  seven  miles  from  lvingsland.  and  also  has 
four  houses  and  lots  in  that  city.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was 
for  H.  Seymour  in  1868.  Mrs.  Graves  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

William  D.  Hagins  has  been  identified  with 
the  progress  and  development  of  Cleveland  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  since  1857,  and  in  the  conduct  of  lus 
farm,  which  he  has  earned  by  the  sweat  of  his 
brow,  and,  which  comprises  a tract  of  450  acres,  he 
has  been  very  successful,  and  has  met  with  sub- 
stantial results.  His  land  is  very  fertile  and  well 
improved,  and  160  acres  are  in  an  excellent  state 
of  cultivation.  He  was  born  in  York  District,  S. 
C. , April  28.  1S30,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and 
Elizabeth  (Dunlap)  Hagins,  also  natives  of  York 
District,  born  in  ISO  l and  1803,  and  died  in  York 
District  and  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  in  1849  and 
1 88 1 , respectively.  They  were  married  in  their 
native  county,  and  there  made  their  home  until  the 
father’s  death.  In  1857  the  mother,  with  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  came  to  Arkansas,  and  lo- 
cated iu  Cleveland  County,  or  what  is  now  Cleve- 
land County,  and  settled  on  the  farm  on  which 
William  D.  is  now  living.  Joseph  Hagins  was  a 
successful  planter,  and  a man  of  prominence  in 
the  county  in  which  he  resided.  He  was  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  in  his  political  views  a Democrat. 
Only  two  of  his  six  children  are  now  living:  Susan 
J.  (wife  of  C.  L.  Carmical,  a farmer  of  the  coun- 
ty), and  William  D.  Those  deceased  are  John  A. 
(who  died  in  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  in  1864, 
aged  thirty-one  years),  David  M.  (who  died  in 
Austin  Tex. , in  1852,  at  the  untimely  age  of  nine- 
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teen  years),  James  T.  (who  was  killed  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga,  being  a soldier  in  the  Fifth 
Arkansas  Confederal e Infantry),  and-  Benjamin  T. 
(who  died  when  a lad  in  South  Carolina).  The 
youth  of  William  D.  H agio's  was  spent  in  South 
Carolina,  and  he  finished  a liberal  education  at 
Ebenezerville,  S.  C.  Upon  the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther, he,  being  the  eldest  of  the  family,  took  the 
management  of  his  father’s  plantation  into  his 
own  hands,  and  helped  his  mother  to  settle  up  the 
estate.  In  1857.  as  above  stated,  they  came  to 
Arkansas  with  their  stock,  wagons  and  slaves,  and 
settled  in  Cleveland  County.  During  the  war  he 
was  on  detail  duty  all  the  time  as  a miller  for  the 
Confederate  army,  but  shortly  before  the  termi- 
nation of  hostilities,  his  mill,  -which  was  one  of  the 
best  in  the  State,  wras  destroyed  by  fire.  He  lost 
heavily  in  other  ways  also,  but  has  since  retrieved 
his  fortunes  in  a great  measure.  In  1S50  his  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lizzie  K.  Fluff,  a daughter  of  Leb- 
anon Huff,  was  celebrated.  She  was  born  n 18 31, 
and  died  a*  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  in  1882.  She  left 
no  family.  Mr.  Hagins  is,  as  was  his  wife,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  he  is 
a Democrat  and  a member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity. 

John  H.  Hall,  merchant  and  druggist,  Kings- 
land,  Ark.  Air,  Hall  is  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Hall  & Dykes,  general  merchants  at  Kings- 
land,  Ark.,  which  business  was  established  at  that 
place  in  1888,  with  a stock  of  goods  valued  at 
84,000  ami  annual  sales  at  from  815,000  to  820.000. 
He  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Tenn. , in  1857, 

I and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Alary  (Owens)  Hall, 

I who  came  from  Henry  County.  Tenn..  to  what  is 
now  Cleveland  County,  in  1858,  and  settled  in 
Prairie  Township,  where  the  father  is  now  living, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  John  Hall  was 
married  three  times,  and  his  second  wife,  our 
subject’s  mother,  died  in  1870.  His  third  wife 
is  also  deceased.  He  is  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  a man  who  has  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
all  acquainted  with  him.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
his  political  views,  and  during  the  late  war  served 
in  the  Confederate  army  for  two  years.  His  father 
was  John  Hall.  John  H.  Hall  was  the  youngest 
of  three  children,  and  he  and  one  sister  are  the 
only  ones  now  living.  He  was  reared  on  a farm 
in  the  wilds  of  Arkansas,  and  as  a consequence  re- 
ceived but  a limited  education.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  began  for  himself  as  clerk,  and  was 
thus  employed  for  about  a year  at  Toledo.  After 
this  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  on  his 
j own  account  at  Grave’s  Afill.  continued  there  for 
four  years  and  then  came  to  Kingsland,  where  he 


was  in  business  with  A.  T.  Sneed  until  the  present 
company  was  formed.  In  February,  1890,  he 
opened  a drug  establishment.  Air.  Hall  is  a thor- 
ough man  of  business,  and  his  relations  have  con- 
sistently been  of  an  upright  character.  He  was 
married  in  1884,  to  Aliss  Susan  A.  Richardson, 
daughter  of  John  M.  and  Alary  Richardson,  and  the 
result  of  this  union  was  one  daughter  and  sou,  who 
died  in  1888.  Airs.  Hall  died  in  1888,  much  la- 
mented by  her  many  friends.  In  bis  political 
views,  Air.  Hall  is  a Democrat,  and  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  was  for  Hancock. 

Alilton  Hargus,  proprietor  of  a grist-mill  and 
cotton-gin  at  the  old  battle-ground  of  Alark’s  AlilJ, 
was  born  in  AJicldle  Tennessee,  November  18,  1851, 
a son  of  JohnO.  P.  and  Nancy  J.  (Meyers)  Hargus, 
natives,  respectively  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
both  being  now  residents  of  Kingsland,  Cleveland 
County,  Ark.  They  were  married  in  Tennessee, 
and  moved  from  there  to  Bates  County,  Alo., 
when  their  son,  Alilton,  was  a small  lad,  and.  in 
1870,  settled  in  Grayson  County,  of  the  Lone 
Star  State,  but  shortly  after  moved  to  the  Cherokee 
Nation,  and  then  resided  successively  in  Ashley, 
Prescott,  Nevada  and  Cleveland  Counties,  Ark., 
taking  up  their  abode  in  the  latter  in  1880.  The 
father  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  when  young, 
and  has  continued  to  make  this  his  calling  up  to 
the  present  time.  In  1861  he  joined  a regiment  of 
Alissouri  Infantry,  Confederate  States  Army,  and 
followed*  his  trade  in  the  Woodruff  Battery  for  four 
years,  and  was  a participant  in  a number  of  battles 
during  bis  service.  He  is  a Democrat,  has  taken 
some  of  the  highest  degrees  in  the  Alasonic  frater- 
nity, and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Alissionarv 
Baptist  Church.  A family  of  children  was  born  to 
them : Cal  (who  is  now  operating  a mill  at  Chidester, 
Ark.),  John  (who  is  associated  with  Alilton  in  busi- 
ness), Alilton  and  William  (living),  and  John  and 
Etta  (who  died  in  childhood),  and  Levi  (in  infancy). 
At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  Alilton  Hargus  left 
home  and  began  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade,  at 
which  he  worked  for  several  years  then  turned  his 
attention  to  machinery,  such  as  threshing-machines, 
corn-shellers,  saw-mills  and  cotton-gins.  In  1873 
he  went  to  Ashley  County,  Ark.,  and  began  operat- 
ing a saw-mill  for  bis  uncle,  Frederick  Movers,  and 
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there  was  busily  engaged  until  his  removal  to 
Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  in  1SS4,  and  bought  the 
mill,  which  he  now  owns,  on  credit.  By  hard  work 
and  good  management  he  soon  had  it  paid  for. 
His  mill  is  oueof  the  most  complete  one  of  the  kind 
in  the  county,  and  as  a miller  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. In  July,  1879,  bis  marriage  with  Aliss 
Sallio  Babb  was  celebrated,  whose  father  was 
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billed  during  the  war,  being  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederacy.  She  was  born  in  Maury  County, 
Teun.,  and  in  that  State  on  Duck  River,  her  grand- 
father, J arret  Cur],  is  now  living,  aged  nearly  one 
h undred  years.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  IS  12, 
and  was  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hargus  a family  of  four  children  have  been 
born:  Edwin,  Milton,  Florence  and  John  H.  Mrs. 
Hargus  is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  his  political  views  Mr.  Hargus  is  a 
Democrat,  and  while  a resident  of  Ashley'  County, 
served  as  deputy  sheriff  several  y'ears. 

Hon.  William  T.  Hollis  is  a well-known  citizen 
of  Lee  Township,  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  and  al- 
though a native  of  Chattahoochee  County.  Ga. . he 
has  fully  identified  himself  with  the  interest  of  his 
adopted  State.  His  birth  occurred  on  April  8.  1833, 
and  he  is  a son  of  Dr.  William  and  Elizabeth  (Hen- 
derson) Hollis.  They  were  married  in  their  native 
State,  and  lived  there  until  1870,  where  the  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  until  the  opening  of  the  war;  be- 
ing successful,  he  accumulated  a competency.  In 
his  political  views  he  was  a follower  of  the  Whig 
party  until  the  election  of  Lincoln  as  President, 
after  which  he  was  a Democrat.  His  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  for  over 
forty  years,  and  their  union  was  blessed  in  the 
birth  of  thirteen  children,  only  five  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity',  and  three  now  living,  William  T.  be 
ing  the  eldest  of  the  family.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Thomas  Hollis,  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  in  numerous  fights  with  the  Indians. 
He  was  a very  successful  farmer,  and  died  in  Geor- 
gia. Hon.  W illiam  T.  Hollis  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  the  country',  and  when  pre- 
pared to  enter  college,  his  health  failed,  and  for 
many  years  was  an  invalid.  During  the  Civil  War 
he  was  twice  discharged  on  account  of  disability. 
While  in  Georgia  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
county  court,  and  in  1865  and  1866  he  represented 
his  county'  (Marion)  in  the  Lower  House  of  the 
Georgia  Legislature.  In  1861  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Martha  Hall,  a daughter  of  Daniel  M.  and 
Sarah  L.  Hall,  of  Pineville,  Ga. , but  she  died  in 
Pineville  three  months  and  twenty  days  after  her 
marriage.  In  the  month  of  January,  1864.  Mr. 
Hollis  espoused  Miss  Sarah  M.  Herndon,  of 
Marion  County,  Ga. , where  she  was  born  in  1837. 
To  them  a family  of  sis  children  have  been  born: 
Irene  (wife  of  Benjamin  Murphy,  a farmer  of 
Bradley  County),  Russel  (who  is  alternately  teach- 
ing and  going  to  school,  preparing  for  a profession), 
John  H.  (is  managing  his  father’s  farm),  Carl  (is  in 
the  State  University),  Birdie  aud  Mack.  Mrs.  Hol- 


lis is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  Mr.  Hollis  is  a solid  Democrat,  and  has 
attained  the  Council  Degree  in  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity'. 

Capt.  X.  D.  Holmes,  ex-clerk  of  Cleveland 
County',  Ark.,  was  born  in  Mecklenburg  County. 

Va. , January  30,  1833,  being  a son  of  Samuel  S. 
and  Martha  C.  (Dortch)  Holmes,  who  were  also 
born  in  the  “ Old  Dominion,”  the  form eg’s  birth 
occurring  in  1810  and  the  latter's  in  1813.  They 
were  married  in  their  native  State,  and  in  1846 
came  to  Arkansas  and  were  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Dallas  County',  where  they'  became  success- 
ful agriculturists.  The  fathei  was  a Democrat 
and  died  in  Dallas  County  in  November,  1856,  and 
he  and  wife,  wTho  is  yet  Jiving,  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  The 
Holmeses  are  of  Scotch  descent,  and  the  grandfather 
served  in  the  American  army  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  the  maternal  grandfather,  Dortch,  also  taking  ; 
the  side  of  the  colonists  and  held  the  rank  of 
colonel.  SamuelS.  and  Martha  0.  Holmes  became 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  nine  now  living,  and 
their  son,  Capt.  Xr.  D.  Holmes,  besides  attending 
the  common  schools  near  his  home  in  his  youth, 
was  an  attendant  of  Homer  College,  La.,  but 
dropped  his  books  in  the  year  1861  to  join  the  Con- 
federate army',  aod  became  a member  of  Company 
C,  First  Arkansas  Confederate  Cavalry,  serving  for 
some  time  as  lieutenant.  The  same  fall  he  was 
promoted  to  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  and  after 
the  reorganization  of  his  army  he  became  major  of 
his  regiment,  but  was  afterward  appointed  chief 
clerk  of  the  conscript  office  for  Arkansas,  Lou- 
isiana and  Texas,  and  served  in  this  capacity  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  numerous  battles 
and  skirmishes.  Upon  his  return  from  the  war  he 
became  reporter  for  a Little  Rock  paper,  and  in 
1866  was  elected  land  commissioner  of  Little  Rock 
District,  but  was  thrown  out  of  office  during  the 
reconstruction  period.  He  then  went  to  Pine 
Bluff  and  acted  as  deputy'  clerk  of  Jefferson 
County'  for  four  years,  after  which  ho  came  to 
Cleveland  County,  and  here  has  since  made  his 
home  (since  1873).  In  1873  he  was  elected  deputy 
county  clerk,  county  clerk  in  1876,  and  in  1SS4 
was  honored  with  a re-election  to  this  position,  and 
was  a faithful  servant  of  the  public  until  October, 
1888.  He  has  always  beeir  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  socially'  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
having  attained  a high  rank  in  this  order.  His 
union  to  Miss  Lucy  Gray  took  place  January  30, 
1861,  she  being  a daughter  of  Maj.  Joseph  Gray, 
of  Dallas  County,  and  to  them  a family  of  eight 
children  have  been  born,  seven  of  whom  are  now 
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I living:  Gray,  Walter,  Pitt,  George,  Samuel,  Mary 
and  Bertha.  Harold  died  in  1884,  aged  fourteen 
years.  The  captain  and  his  wife  are  well  and 
' favorably  known  throughout  Cleveland  County,  and 
j for  many  years  they  have  been  earnest  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Rev.  William  M.  Hopson  is  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and,  although  born  in 
j Coweta  County,  Ga.,  January  1,  J 8-1-0,  he  has  been 
{ a resident  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  since  1859,  in 
which  year  his  parents,  Briggs  W.  and  Sarah 
Franklin  (Walden)  Hopson,  came  thither.  They 
were  born  in  Walton  and  Jasper  Counties,  Ga. , re- 
spectively, and  the  father  died  in  Cleveland  County, 
Ark.,  when  about  tifty-nine  years  of  age,  his  widow 
still  surviving  him,  her  age  being  about  seventy- 
I two  years.  She  is  a member  of  the  Missionary 

j Baptist  Church,  as  was  her  husband,  and  during 

I ! his  lifetime  they  were  well-to-do  and  successful 
! farmers.  He  was  a Mason,  and  in  his  political 
views  a Democrat,  and  while  in  Georgia  was  tax 
receiver  of  Randolph  County  for  some  time.  He 
j was  a soldier  in  the  war  with  the  Creek  Indians, 

i Rev.  W illiam  M.  Hopson  was  the  eldest  of  eleven 

! children,  seven  now  living,  and  his  youth  was  spent 
j in  his  native  State.  In  the  fall  of  1861  he  joined 
the  Ninth  Arkansas  Infantry,  Confederate  States 
j Army,  with  which  he  remained  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Corinth, 
Baker’s  Creek,  Jackson,  Port  Hudson,  and  was  in 
the  famous  Georgia  campaign,  taking  part  in  the 
battles  of  Jonesboro,  Lovejoy,  Atlanta  and  Moon 
j Station,  after  which  he  went  back  to  Tennessee,  and 
j participated  in  the  battles  of  Franklin,  Columbia, 
Pulaski,  Sugar  Creek,  Franklin,  also  two  days'  bat- 
tle at  Nashville,  Tenn. , and  was  wounded  in  the  right 
| arm  by  a minie-ball,  in  the  engagement  at  Benton- 
ville,  N.  C. , this  being  the  first  wound  he  had  received. 
He  was  in  fifteen  regular  engagements,  not  count- 
ing the  numerous  skirmishes,  and  acted  as  a sharp- 
shooter, at  Jaciisou,  Miss.  After  the  war  he  re- 
turned home  and  commenced  to  farm  for  himself 
in  the  neighborhood  of  where  he  now  lives,  hiscap- 
j ital  at  that  time  consisting  of  75  cents.  He  man- 
fully put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  by  industry 
and  good  management  has  become  the  owner  of 
400  acres  of  land,  as  good  as  there  is  in  the  county, 

; and  has  his  property  well  improved.  February  3, 
1869,  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  to 
Miss  Martha  J.  Wilson,  a daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  W ilson.  She  was  born  in  Marion  County, 
Ga.,  September  1,  JS44.  and  her  union  with  Mr. 

: Hopson  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children: 

Annie  B.  (born  November  25,  .1869).  James  \\ . 
(born  May  12,  1871).  Mary  F.  (born  August  3, 


1872),  Eugenia  O.  (born  August  17,  1876),  Will- 
iam B.  (born  October  9,  1877),  Amanda  C.  (born 
November  23,  1875),  Alva  B.  (born  October  22, 
1880).  Charles  F.  (born  February  22,  1882),  and 
Laurence  R.  (born  July  20.  1884).  Mr.  Hopson 
united  with  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  in  .1861, 
and  in  1874  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel,  and 
in  the  month  of  June,  1887,  he  took  charge  of  the 
church  at  Kingsiand.  His  wife  and  eldest  daugh- 
ters are  also  members  of  that  church,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  and  a Democrat 
in  his  political  views.  It  is  characteristic  of  the 
man  only  to  claim  himself  a corn-field  preacher, 
contending  earnestly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to 
the  saints. 

James  Edward  Hopson  is  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful and  substantial  men  of  Cleveland  County, 
Ark.,  but  was  bom  in  Coweta  County,  Ga. , Jan- 
uary 2,  1S46,  being  a son  of  Briggs  W.  and  Sarah 
(Franklin)  Hopson,  who  were  also  Georgians,  but 
removed  to  Arkansas  in  1860,  locating  in  what  is 
now  Cleveland  County,  then  Bradley  County. 
They  were  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  ho  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and 
while  a resident  of  Georgia  held  a number  of  local 
offices.  Mr.  Hopson  was  a fairly  successful  farmer, 
was  a man  of  many  worthy  traits  of  character,  and  j 
passed  to  his  long  home  in  Cleveland  County.  Ark., 
in  1872.  James  Edward  Hopson  was  the  fourth 
of  eleven  children,  seven  now  living,  and  spent  his 
school  days  in  Georgia.  In  1863  he  joined  Col. 
Flippin’s  regiment,  Arkansas  Cavalry,  Confederate  j 
States  Army,  afterward  dismounted,  and  served 
the  cause  he  espoused  faithfully  and  well  until 
May,  1865,  when  he  was  mustered  out  of  service 
at  Camden.  He  then  found  himself  without  any 
means,  in  broken  health,  caused  by  exposure  dur- 
ing service,  but  he  set  energetically  to  work  on  the 
home  farm,  and  remained  with  his  father  until  the 
latter’s  death.  Since  then  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  farming  operations,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  a valuable  farm  of  465  acres,  with  130 
acres  in  a high  state  of  cultivation,  all  of  which  is 
the  result  of  industry  and  business  ability.  June 
10,  1869,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Har- 
riot Elizabeth  Owens,  a daughter  of  William  Owens. 
She  was  born  in  Georgia,  in  1844,  and  her  union 
with  Mr,  Hopson  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eleven 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Lila  F.,  Augusta 
G.,  Thomas  Evan,  Joseph  P.,  Beulah  A.,  Jesse  M.. 
Charles  A.,  Frank  E.,  Willie  W.,  Cal  D.  and  James 
O.  Mr.  Hopson  and  His  wife  are  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  he,  like  his  father, 
is  a supporter  of  Democratic  principles. 
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Judge  Jesse  F.  Johnson,  county  and  probate 
judge  and  farmer,  Kingsland,  Ark.  There  are  few 
men  of  the  present  day  whom  the  world  acknowl- 
edges as  successful,  more  worthy  of  honorable 
mention,  or  whose  life  history  affords  a better  ex- 
ample of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  a deter- 
mined will  and  perseverance,  than  Judge  Johnson. 
He  owes  his  nativity  to  Madison  County,  Team, 
where  his  birth  occurred  in  1845.  and  is  the  son  of 
Stephen  and  Nancy  M.  (Jones)  Johnson,  natives 
also  of  Tennessee,  born  in  1812  and  1819,  respect- 
ively. The  parents  were  married  in  Madison 
County,  Tenn.,  and  in  1850  they  left,  that  State, 
and  moved  to  Arkansas,  being  among  the  early 
settlers  of  what  is  now  Cleveland  County.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  a well-to-do  farmer,  was  justice  of  the 
peace  for  many  years,  and  from  1.876  to  1S84  he 
was  treasurer  of  Cleveland  County,  holding  the 
office  as  long  as  lie  was  able  to  attend  to  the  duties 
of  the  same.  He  w7as  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  for  many  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  a member  of  Kingsland  Lodge  No.  430, 
also  of  the  Loyal  Arch  Chapter.  In  politics  he  was 
Democratic.  His  wife  died  in  1884,  and  he  in  1889, 
and  both  were  for  many  years  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  was  the  sou  of  Thomas 
Johnson.  Grandfather  Beverly  Jones  was  a car- 
penter, and  died  in  Madison  County,  Tenn..  when 
our  subject  was  but  a boy.  Judge  Jesse  F.  John- 
son was  the  second  of  nine  children  born  to  his 
father’s  second  marriage,  eight  of  whom  are  now7 
living.  His  early  scholastic  advantages  were  not 
of  the  best  as  he  grew  up,  and  his  time  was  prin- 
cipally employed  in  assisting  on  the  farm.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1863,  he  joined  Company  I,  Tenth  Arkansas 
Infantry,  operated  in  Arkansas  and  Texas,  and  sur- 
rendered at  Marshall,  Tex.,  in  May.  1865.  His 
marriage  took  place  in  December,  1863.  to  Miss 
Margaret  M.  Rogers,  who  w7as  born  in  Tennessee, 
and  who  became  the  mother  of  six  children,  one 
son  and  four  daughters  now  living.  Her  parents. 
Spirus  and  Elizabeth  Rogers,  were  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  moved  from  that  State  to  Dallas  County. 
Ark.,  in  1849.  There  the  mother  died,  in  1872. 
but  the  father  is  still  living,  and  is  a successful 
tiller  of  the  soil.  He  served  one  year  in  the  Con- 
federate army  during  the  latter  part  of  the  war. 
Mrs.  Johnson  died  in  Cleveland  County,  in  1SS2, 
and  in  July.  1883,  the  Judge  married  Miss  Sarah 
J.  Parks,  a native  of  Columbia  County,  Ga.,  born 
in  1851,  and  was  about  live  years  of  age  when  her 
parents  moved  to  South  Carolina.  Her  parents. 
Lewis  and  Sarah  A.  Parks,  w ere  born  in  Lincoln  and 
Columbia  Counties.  Ga. . and  removed  to  South 
Carolina  about  1856.  There  the  mother  died,  in 


61 1 


1802,  and  in  1880  the  father  moved  to  Cleveland 
County,  Ark.,  where  lie  died  in  1889.  Mr.  Parks 
served  for  four  years  in  the  Confederate  army,  first 
in  the  State  troops  of  South  Carolina,  and  after- 
ward iD  the  Virginia  army.  He  was  captain  of  the 
State  troops.  To  Judge  Johnson’s  second  mar- 
riage were  born  three  children — two  sons  and  a 
daughter.  Since  his  first  marriage  the  Judge  has 
lived  on  his  present  farm,  which  consists  of  200 
acres,  and  that  he  has  been  successful  is  plainly 
indicated  by  the  surroundings  of  his  place.  In 
1888  he  w7as  elected  county  and  probate  judge,  and 
is  a man  whose  decisions  are  not  made  without 
careful  and  painstaking  study  of  the  evidence  ad- 
duced, but  on  the  contrary  all  feel  that  his  judg- 
ment can  be  relied  upon.  lie  has  been  a Democrat 
all  his  life,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  for 
H.  Seymour,  in  1868.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Agricultural  Wheel,  and  he  and  wife  have  been 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  many  years. 

Edmund  Kendall,  farmer,  Rison.  Ark.  Mr. 
Kendall  was  born  in  Stanly  County,  N.  C.,  in 
1827,  and  is  the  son  of  Hon.  Reuben  and  Sallie 
(Smith)  Kendall,  natives,  respectively,  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina.  The  parents  were  married 
in  the  last-named  State,  and  there  spent  their  en- 
tire lives,  the  mother  dying  about  1847  and  the 
father  in  1854  or  1855.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church  for  many  years.  The  father 
was  a tiller  of  the  soil;  was  a prominent  citizen; 
w7as  a member  of  the  Legislature  at  different  times 
for  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  and  for  four  years  was  in 
the  Senate.  He  was  colonel  of  the  militia,  and  was 
a man  universally  respected.  Edmund  Kendall, 
the  ninth  of  ten  children  born  to  his  parents,  and 
the  only  one  now  living,  was  early  taught  the  du- 
ties of  farm  life  and  received  a fair  education  in 
the  common  country  school.  He  was  married  in 
his  native  county  in  1852,  to  Miss  Emma  Owen,  a 
daughter  of  "William  D.  and  Parthena  (Legrand) 
Watkins,  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  result  of  this 
union  was  seven  children:  Della  Parthena,  W ill- 
iam Waddle, . an  infant  daughter  born  dead, 
Charley  E.,  Benjamin  F.  and  Edmund  Owen  (de- 
ceased), twins,  and  Rosa  Lee  (wife  of  S.  D. 
Lockhart).  Three  of  these  are  living.  Mr.  WTat- 
kins  was  a farmer  and  died  in  1877  or  1S7S.  Mrs. 
Kendall  w7as  born  in  Stanly  County,  N.  C.,  and 
died  in  1866.  In  1856  Mr.  Kendall  moved  to  Ar- 
kansas, settled  in  what  is  now  Cleveland  County, 
and  since  1867  on  Lis  present  farm.  Ho  is  tiie 
owner  of  about  1,300  acres,  and  all  this  he  has 
accumulated  by  bis  own  exertions.  He  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Cleveland  County,  and 
tilled  that  position  in  a highly  creditable  manner 
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from  1874  to  187(3.  In  politics  be  was  formerly 
a "Whig,  but  bo  now  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party.  His  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Z. 
Taylor  in  ISIS.  He  lias  been  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  since  about  1865,  and  lias  been 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  since  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  bis 
wife  and  all  the  children  are  members  of  the  same. 

Joseph  J.  T.  Kendrick,  merchant  of  New  Edin- 
burg. Ark.  The  degree  of  success  which  has 
been  achieved  by  Mr.  Kendrick  since  the  establish- 
* ment  of  his  mercantile  house,  fully  warrants  the 
assertion  that  it  is  firmly  established  in  public  fa- 
vor and  has  become  a worthy  representative  of 
trade.  He  established  his  business  in  1872,  and 
bis  trade  has  gradually  but  surely  increased  until 
it  has  assumed  extensive  proportions.  Mr.  Ken- 
drick was  born  in  Franklin,  Heard  County,  Ga. , 
December  23,  1838,  and  is  a son  of  Hezekiah  and 
Nancy  (Cook)  Kendrick,  natives  respectively  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Georgia,  who  died  in  Calhoun  County, 
Ark.,  the  former’s  death  occurring  in  1853  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years,  and  the  latter  when  about  fifty- 
five  years  of  age.  "When  a young  man  the  father 
removed  from  the  Old  Dominion  to  Georgia,  which 
State  was  his  home  until  1847,  at  which  time  he 
came  to  Calhoun  County.  Ark. , and  here  made  his 
1 permanent  home.  He  was  a successful  farmer,  and 
he  and  his  wife  were  worthy  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  in  his  political- 
views  he  was  a Democrat.  Joseph  J.  T.  Kendrick 
was  the  fifth  of  their  six  children — five  sons  and 
one  daughter — and  his  school  days  were  spent  at 
Chambersville,  Calhoun  County,  Ark.  After  he 
| had  reached  manhood  his  parents  passed  from  life, 
and  he  then  commenced  the  battle  of  life  for  him- 
self as  a merchant’s  clerk  at  Hopeville.  but  in  1861 
gave  up  this  work  to  join  the  Confederate  army, 
enlisting  in  the  month  of  June  in  the  Third  Arkan- 
sas Cavalry,  with  which  he  remained  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  participating  in  the  battles  of  Corinth, 
the  celebrated  retreat  through  Georgia.  Cbieka 
mauga,  Missionary  Ridge  and  Knoxville.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  near  where  the  battle  of  Franklin 
was  fought,  but  he  was  soon  released.  After  the 
war  he  began  working  at  the  tanner’s  trade  in  Cal- 
houn County,  continuing  until  the  latter  part  of 
i 1866,  when  he  came  to  Cleveland  County  and  tilled 
the  soil  until  1871.  The  following  year,  as  above 
stated,  he  engaged  in  his  present  business,  and  the 
property  he  has  accumulated  has  all  been  earned 
since  the  war.  He  was  married  in  186S  to  Miss 
Martha  Vance,  a daughter  of  J.  J.  Vance,  of  Brad- 
ley County  i now  Cleveland  County),  and  their 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  a daughter  named 


Annie.  Mrs.  Kendrick  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
J odist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  Mr.  Kendrick  is 
a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  has  always 
| supported  the  men  and  measures  of  that  party. 

Dr.  Louis  Leali,  physician  and  surgeon,  Kings- 
land,  Ark.  Dr.  Leali  is  recognized  throughout  the 
| county  as  a friend  of  and  laborer  in  the  cause  and 
j advancement  of  the  medical  fraternity.  He  is  a 
native  of  Italy,  born  in  Bergamo  in  1824.  and  his 
j father,  Charles  Leali,  who  was  also  a native  of 
Italy,  is  probably  living  in  that  country  at  the  pres- 
{ ent  time.  The  elder  Leali  was  a farmer  and  was 
i married  in  his  native  country  to  Miss  Rosa  Tas- 
j chini,  also  a native  of  Italy,  but  who  died  when 
| our  subject,  was  an  infant.  The  latter  was  the 
| only  child  born  to  his  parents,  and  he  was  given 
j every  advantage  for  an  education.  He  spent  five 
i years  in  the  study  of  medicine  at  Pavia,  and  grad- 
uated in  1848  from  Pisa.  He  then  in  1848  and 
18-49  fought  with  Italy  against  Austria,  but  his  na- 
tive country  being  defeated,  he  refugeed  to  Amer- 
| ica.  He  sailed  for  this  country  in  1850,  located 
I in  Arkansas,  and  soon  after  on  his  present  farm, 
i where  he  has  since  lived,  with  the  exception  of  from 
1 1857  to  1860,  when  he  resided  at  Princeton.  He 
has  practiced  among  the  same  people  for  forty 
! years  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  successful 
! physicians  of  Southeast  Arkansas.  He  is  well 
known  and  esteemed  by  everybody.  His  practice 
yields  him  a comfortable  living,  and  he  is  reaping 
the  reward  of  forty  years  honorably  spent  in  the 
cause  of  humanity.  In  au  early  day  liis  practice 
extended  over  a radius  of  thirty  miles,  and  he  was 
often  gone  from  home  for  three  or  four  days  at  a 
time.  He  still  lias  an  extensive  practice.  He  was 
married  in  1855  to  Miss  Sarah  Wash,  a native  of 
the  Old  Dominion  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (Belcher)  Wash,  also  natives  of  Virginia 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wash  moved  from  their  native 
1 State  to  Tennessee,  and  thence  to  Dallas  County, 

] Ark.,  where  they  died  some  years  later.  To  Mr. 

| and  Mrs.  Leali  were  born  two  children — a son  and 
; daughter — the  former  living,  Dr.  Charles,  who  is  a 
graduate  from  that  well-known  and  firmly  estab- 
; lished  seat  of  learning,  the  Missouri  Medical  Col- 
I lege  of  St.  Louis.  Dr.  Louis  Leali  is  the  owner  of 
! about  1,000  acres  of  land  seven  miles  northwest  of 
1 Kingsland,  and  this  is  the  fruit  of  his  own  labor. 

; He  was  in  the  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry  until  May. 
1862,  and  afterward  was  in  different  commands 
in  Northeast  Arkansas,  and  Southeast  Missouri 
until  cessation  of  hostilities.  He  was  at  the  battle 
of  Corinth,  besides  many  other  engagements  of 
note.  lie  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
1 nity  for  many  years,  aud  in  his  political  views  is 
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Democratic,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Franklin  of  Now  Orleans.  Mrs.  Lochridge  was  born  in 
Pierce,  in  1852.  Tennessee,  and  by  her  marriage  became  the 

George  L.  Lochridge,  general  merchant.  Kings-  i mother  of  ten  children,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
land,  Ark.  Mr.  Lochridge  is  a member  of  the  tors  now  living:  George  L.,  J.  Frank,  Mary  (wife 

well-known  firm  of  Lochridge  & Bnster,  dealers  of  Albert  Acruman,  of  Fordyce),  and  Lucy  D.  (wife 

in  farm  implements,  mill  supplies,  wagons,  etc.,  of  W.  Scroggins,  of  Bearden).  The  father  of 

at  Kingsland,  and  is  a man  of  good  business  ex-  these  children  resided  in  Princeton  and  was  en- 

perience,  progressive  in  his  ideas  and  who  well  un-  ; gaged  in  the  grocery  business  until  during  the 
derstands  how  to  suit  the  desires  and  washes  of  his  war,  when  he  removed  to  a farm  near  by,  and  in 

customers.  This  business  was  established  in  1883  1867  to  what  is  now  Cleveland  County.  He  re- 

by  Mr.  Lochridge,  who  continued  alone  until  Jan-  sided  in  Saline  Township  until  1887,  and  then  re- 

uary,  1889,  when  Mr.  Buster,  formerly  a clerk,  moved  to  Kingsland.  He  still  has  a good  farm 
became  a partner.  The  average  value  of  their  of  360  acres,  and  is  a man  whose  honesty  and  in- 
stock is  from  $10,000  to  $15,000,  and  the  annual  tegrity  is  unquestioned.  He  was  justice  of  the 
sales  amount  to  $35,000.  They  also  have  a branch  peace  for  some  time  in  Cleveland  County,  and 

store  at  Orlando,  which  is  doing  an  annual  busi-  filled  the  position  of  deputy  sheriff  while  a resi- 

ness  of  $6,000.  George  L.  Lochridge  was  born  dent  of  Dallas  County.  In  July,  1861,  he  joined 
in  Princeton,  Ark.,  in  1859,  is  the  son  of  George  Company  I,  Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and 
W.  and  Indiana  (Russel)  Lochridge,  the  grandson  operated  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  He  was 
of  Thomas  and  Deborah  (Wright)  Lochridge,  and  captured  at  Island  No.  10,  but  made  his  escape 
the  great-grandson  of  James  Lochridge,  wTho  was  and  joined  his  command  at  Memphis.  A few 
reared  and  married  in  Georgia.  The  latter  months  after  rejoining  his  command  he  obtained 
moved  to  Maury  County,  Tenn. , in  1800,  and  a furlough  and  made  a visit  home;  then,  after 
there  spent  the  balance  of  his  days,  his  death  oc-  ! rejoining  his  command  operated  in  Texas.  He 
earring  in  the  thirties.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  was  discharged  near  Marshall,  Tex.,  in  April, 
descent  (his  parents  natives  of  the  old  country),  1865.  He  is  Democratic  in  his  political  views, 
and  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  for  Frank- 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject.  Thomas  M.  lin  Pierce  in  1852.  He  has  been  a member 
and  Deborah  (Wright)  Lochridge,  were  natives  of  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  for  many  years,  and  he 
Maury  and  Bedford  Counties,  Tenn.,  the  former  and  wife  are  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist 
born  in  1801  and  the  latter  in  1804.  They  moved  to  Church.  Their  son.  George  L.  Lochridge  was 
Marshall  County,  Miss.,  thence,  in  1849,  to  Dallas  early  initiated  into  the  duties  on  the  farm,  and  se- 
Connty,  Ark. , and  settled  in  the  woods  near  Prince-  cured  a country  school  education,  after  which  he 
ton,  where  Mr.  Lochridge  cultivated  the  soil.  He  spent  five  months  at  Little  Rock  Commercial  C'ol- 
died  in  1861  and  his  widow  in  1875.  both  mem-  lege.  He  then  embarked  in  his  present  business, 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  many  years,  and  starting  with  $318  worth  of  goods,  and  through 
pioneer  settlers  of  Southern  Arkansas.  George  good  business  management  and  close  application 
W.  Lochridge  was  bom  in  Maury  County,  Tenn.,  to  business,  has  become  one  of  the  leading  mer- 
in  1831,  is  now  a retired  farmer  and  resides  in  chants  of  Cleveland  County.  He  was  married,  in 
Kingsland.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Arkan-  1SS7,  to  Miss  Ida  Lee,  daughter  of  E.  A.  and 
sas  in  1S49,  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  the  Alary  Acruman,  one  of  the  prominent  families  of 
home  place  and  received  a fair  education  in  the  com-  Fordyce.  Mr.  Acruman  came  from  Alabama  to 
mon  school,  supplementing  the  same  by  a course  at  Arkansas  when  a young  man,  and  is  now  one  of 
Princeton  Academy.  He  began  for  himself  at  the  wealthiest  and  most  extensive  business  men  of 
about  the  age  of  twenty- one  as  a clerk,  and  was  South  Arkansas.  Mrs.  Lochridge  was  born  in 
married,  in  1854.  to  Miss  Indiana  Russell,  daugh-  Chambevsville,  Ark.,  and  by  her  marriage  to  our 
ter  of  Jesse  and  Mary  Russell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  subject  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  a daugh- 
Russell  were  natives  of  Tennessee,  where  they  re-  ter.  Mr.  Lochridge  has  a good  home  in  town, 
mained  until  about  1830,  and  then  moved  to  what  is  , and  is  a young  man  whoso  future  outlook  is  in- 
Dallas  County,  Ark.,  being  among  the  first  set-  deed  bright.  He  is  a Democrat,  politically,  and 
tiers  iu  that  county.  There  they  passed  the  clos-  his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Hancock 

ing  scenes  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1841  in  1880.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 

aud  the  mother  in  1874.  M r.  Russell  was  a farmer  ternity,  Kingsland  Lodge  No.  430,  and  is  senior 
by  occupation,  and  served  as  lieutenant  in  the  War  deacon  of  the  same.  He  was  at  one  time  secre- 

of  1812,  and  was  with  Gen.  Jackson  at  the  battle  j tary.  He  is  also  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  belong- 
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ing  to  Ivi ngslan'd  Chapter  No  74.  Mrs.  Doch- 
ridge  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mi*. 
Lochridge’s  maternal  great-grandfather.  Rev. 
James  AY  right,  was  probably  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  resided  for  many  years  in  Bedford 
| County,  Term.,  and  finally  moved  from  there  to 
Henry  County,  Tenn.,  where  he  died  in  183, ) or 
1830.  lie  was  a farmer  and  a Methodist  minis- 
ter for  many  years.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
Creek  AYar.  He  was  of  Irish  descent.  His  wife 
also  died  in  Henry  County.  Term. 

Judge  James  McCaskill  is  an  attorney  of  some 
fourteen  years'  experience,  and  is  a lawyer  of 
thorough  preparatory  training,  both  literary  and 
professional.  He  was  born  in  what  is  nowr  Cleve- 
land County,  Ark.,  in  1849,  within  one  mile  and  a 
half  of  where  he  now  lives,  being  a son  of  Hugh 
G.  and  Elvira  (Baggett)  McCaskill.  natives  respect- 
ively of  Simpson  County,  Miss. , and  Alabama,  the 
former’s  birth  occurring  in  1824,  and  his  death  in 
Cleveland  County.  Ark.,  November  10,  18S8,  on 
! the  old  homestead  on  which  he  first  settled  oncom- 
ing to  the  county  from  Mississippi  in  1847.  He 
first  became  a resident  of  the  State  in  1839,  com- 
j ing  here  with  his  parents,  Daniel  and  Ruth 
1 (Graham)  McCaskill.  the  former  from  South  Caro- 
lina and  the  latter  from  Georgia,  Mr.  McCaskill’ s 
I death  occurring  in  1841.  Of  seven  children  born 
to  them,  all  lived  to  be  grown,  and  three  are  living 
at  the  present  time.  Hugh  G.  McCaskill  was 
their  eldest  child,  and  came  to  Arkansas  in  his 
sixteenth  year,  and  here  acquired  the  most  of  his 
education  and  attained  his  majority.  After  the 
j death  of  his  father  he  cared  for  his  mother,  and  in 
i 1847  was  married,  and  settled  on  the  home  place, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death.  He  was 
a man  who  took  great  interest  in  agricultural  mat- 
ters, and  in  the  settlement  of  the  country,  and  is 
one  of  the  men  who  brought  the  country  to  its 
present  admirable  agricultural  state.  He  was 
strictly  moral  in  every  respect,  was  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  never 
heard  to  take  the  name  of  God  in  vain.  He 
served  in  the  late  war  as  a Confederate  soldier, 
being  a member  of  Company  G,  Second  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  and  was  with  Gen.  Price  on  his  raid 
through  Missouri,  while  under  him  being  a partici- 
pant in  the  engagement  at  Mark’s  Mill,  Ark.,  also 
Poison  Springs.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  bis 
family  from  'Texas  and  resumed  his  farm  work, 
which  had  been  sadly  interrupted,  and  continued 
to  successfully  till  the  soil  until  his  death.  To 
himself  and  wife  a famih  of  eight  children  have 
been,  born,  four  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown:  James 
M.,  Margaret,  Eleanor  and  Alice,  Margaret  and 


Eleanor  being  now  deceased.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  in  1802,  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  her  husband  afterward 
married  again,  bis  second  wife  being  Airs.  Amanda 
Houslitch,  nee  Baggett,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, both  now  deceased.  This  lady  is  yet  living 
and  makes  her  home  in  Bison,  Ark.  . with  her  son, 
AYashington  Houslitch.  James  M.  McCaskill  at- 
tained his  majority  in  Cleveland  County,  and  re- 
ceived his  early  training  in  the  common  schools. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  began  clerking  for 
himself  in  Pine  Bluff,  and  then  taught  school  for 
several  years,  his  spare  moments  during  this  time 
being  devoted  to  the  study  of  law.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to’the  bar  in  March,  1876,  and  has  since 
been  an  active  practitioner,  bis  thorough  know- 
ledge of  law  being  known  and  recognized.  In 
September,  1884,  be  was  elected  county  judge,  a 
position  he  held  four  years,  and  upon  leaving  the 
bench  there  was  no  reason  to  view  his  official  career 
with  disappointment.  He  is  a strict  temperance 
man,  and  while  county  judge  refused  to  grant  li- 
censes under  any  circumstances.  At  his  first 
election  license  was  carried  by  a large  majority, 
but  Mr.  McCaskill  refused  to  sign  the  same,  and 
at  his  second  election  the  county  went  in  favor  of 
no  license.  He  has  always  been  a strong  Democrat 
politically,  and  he  and  his  present  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  He 
was  first  married  to  Miss  Frances  I.  Donhom.  who 
was  born  in  Mississippi  in  1852,  and  died  July  3, 
1873,  having  borne  Air.  McCaskill  a daughter. 
Eudora  M. . and  after  remaining  a widower  until 
Alay,  1886,  Air.  McCaskill  wedded  Aliss  Alollie  C. 
Stone,  a native  of  Pulaski  County,  Ark.  They 
have  two  children:  Elvira  E.  and  Hugh. 

Thomas  -Jackson  McElheuy  is  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  although  his  birth  occurred  in  Chester  Dis- 
trict, S.  C.,  April  15,  1815.  he  has  been  a resident 
of  what  is  now  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  since  1853. 
the  same  year  of  his  arrival  purchasing  a portion 
of  the  farm  of  300  acres,  on  which  he  is  now  resid- 
ing. Upon  his  arrival  here  this  county  was  known 
as  Bradley  County,  and  until  after  the  war  it  also 
embraced  a portion  of  the  present  Drew,  Jefferson 
and  Dallas.  Bradley  was  made  a new  county  and 
called  Dorsey,  afterward  being  changed  to  Cleve- 
land County.  Thomas’  school  days  were  spent  in 
his  native  State,  and  upon  attaining  his  twenty- 
second  year  he  began  life  for  himself  as  a farmer, 
and  became  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Arkansas. 
Since  coming  here  he  has  filled  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  during  the  late  war  was  in  the 
Home  Guards  for  a short  time,  but  was  not  in  act- 
ive service  as  lie  was  a Union  man  to  some  extent 
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ami  preferred  to  remain  neutral.  Although  he 
usually  votes  the  Democrat  ticket  he  is  not  a par- 
tisan. and  sometimes  supports  other  candidates. 
March  22,  1838,  he  wedded  Aiuaretta  Bratton,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Bratton.  She  was  horn  in 
York  District,  S.  C.,  October  3,  ISIS,  and  by  Air. 
AIcElhcny  has  become  the  mother  of  eleven  chil- 
dren. four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Eliza  Ann 
(wife  of  Alatthew  Durham,  of  this  county),  Jo- 
sephine (wife  of  Wesley  Johnson),  Henrietta  (wife 
of  John  D.  Harper),  and  John  C.  (a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a well-known  edu- 
cator, and  the  present  principal  of  the  Whiteville 
Academy).  Two  children  died  after  reaching  ma- 
turity: Sarah  Martha  Davis,  and  Robert  (who  died 
while  serving  in  the  Confederate  army).  The  rest 
died  in  infancy.  Air.  and  Airs.  AIcElhenv  are 
members  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  he  is  a son  of  John  and  Sallie  (White), 
AIcElheny,  who  were  born  in  Chester  District,  S. 
C. , the  father’s  birth  occurring  in  1TS0.  He  died 
in  what  is  now  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  when  in 
his  ninetieth  year.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  usually 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  His  wife  died  in 
South  Carolina  when  about  forty  years  of  age, 
having  borne  a family  of  six  children:  Thomas  J. , 
Teresa  (widow  of  Absalom  Davis),  and  Eliza  being 
the  only  ones  living.  Robert  died  when  about  six- 
teen years  of  age;  Edward  died  in  Alississippi  in 
1887,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  and  James  died  in 
Cleveland  County,  Ark. . when  about  sixty  years  of 
age. 

Col.  Elisha  L.  AIcAIurtrey,  farmer,  Rison. 
Ark.  Of  the  thousands  of  brave  men  who  went 
from  their  homes  and  faced  the  bullets  of  the  en- 
emy during  the  late  war,  Col.  AIcAIurtrey  was  one, 
and  the  record  which  he  made  during  his  career  as 
a soldier  is  such  as  can  be  referred  to  with  pardon- 
able pride.  In  1801  he  joined  Company  E.  of  the 
State  troops,  and  took  part  in  the  Oak  Hill  fight, 
after  which  the  regiment  was  disbanded,  and  Col. 
AIcAIurtrey  came  home.  He  then  assisted  in  or- 
ganizing the  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry,  being  made 
captain  of  Company  A.  which  he  commanded  un- 
til the  early  part  of  1803,  when  lie  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  major.  About  eight  months  later 
he  was  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  first 
two  years  he  operated  in  Tennessee  and  Alissis- 
sippi.  and  during  that  time  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  .Shiloh,  Corinth.  Bighton’s  Lane,  Denmark. 
Holly  Springs,  luka  Springs,  Guntown  and  many 
other  engagements  of  note.  West  of  the  river  he 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Camden,  Jenkins' 


Ferry,  Alark’s  Mill,  Princeton,  etc.  He  was  in 
twenty  two  regular  engagements  during  the  war.  j 
and  surrendered  at  Pine  Bluff  in  June,  1805. 

He  was  captain  of  the  militia  under  Gov.  Had- 
ley’s administration,  and  was  colonel  of  the 
same  under  Gov.  Garland.  Col.  AIcAIurtrey 
was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ala.,  in  1822,  and 
is  the  son  of  A.  Campbell  and  Nancy  (Lawley) 
AIcAIurtrey,  natives  of  North  Carolina.  The 
parents  were  reared  in  their  native  State,  were 
married  there,  and  later  removed  to  Georgia, 
thence  to  Alabama,  and  in  1840  to  what  is  now 
Cleveland  County.  They  settled  in  the  woods  six- 
teen miles  from  any  settlement,  and  the  nearest 
trading  point  or  post-office  being  Pine  Bluff. 
There  they  died,  the  father  in  1849,  and  the 
mother  in  1850,  and  both  members  of  the  Alethod- 
ist Church.  The  father  was  of  Scotch -Irish  de- 
scent, was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  a man  very 
much  respected.  He  was  a drum-major  in  the 
War  of  1812.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  born 
in  the  Emerald  Isle,  but  after  marriage  came  to  j 
America,  and  died  in  South  Carolina.  He  was  a 
farmer.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Elisha  Law- 
ley,  was  a native  of  South  Carolina,  of  German 
descent,  and  removed  to  Georgia,  and  thence  to 
Alabama,  where  he  died.  He  was  a boy  during 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Col.  Elisha  L.  AIcAIur- 
trey was  the  third  of  six  children,  and  is  now  the 
only  one  known  to  be  living.  Like  the  average 
boy  of  that  early  day,  he  worked  hard  to  assist  his 
father  in  clearing  the  farm,  and  received  but  a 
limited  education.  He  came  with  his  father  to  , 
Cleveland  County,  and  was  there  married  October 
16,  1845,  to  Aliss  Louisa,  daughter  of  Silas  and 
Nicy  (Williams)  Baggett,  natives  of  North  Caro- 
lina. Air.  and  Airs.  Baggett  were  married  in  Ala- 
bama. and  then  removed  to  Alississippi,  where  the 
wife  died.  In  1843  Air.  Baggett  came  to  Saline 
County,  Ark.,  and  in  1845  to  what  is  now  Cleve- 
land County,  where  he  died  in  1866.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Creek  AVar.  and  was  the  son  of  Cyrus 
Baggett,  an  Englishman,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  when  young  and  settled  in  North  Carolina, 
where  his  career  terminated.  Airs.  AIcAIurtrey 
was  born  in  Greene  County.  Ala.,  and  by  her  mar- 
riage to  Air.  AIcAIurtrey  became  the  mother  of 
eleven  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters  liv- 
ing: Eli  A.,  Dr.  John  L.,  James  AL.  Alary  L. 
(wife  of  L B.  AYilliams)  and  Louisa.  Since  1840 
Col.  AIcAIurtrey  has  lived  within  a few  miles  of 
where  his  father  settled  when  first  coming  to  Ar- 
kansas, and  he  now  has  three  good  farms.  He 
settled  on-  his  present  farm  about  1868.  and  has 
640  acres  with  about  200  acres  under  cultivation, 
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besides  assisting  all  his  children  in  getting  homes. 
All  live  in  the  neighborhood  where  they  were  born 
and  reared.  Col.  McMurtrey  is  a pioneer  settler, 
and  is  probably  the  only  survivor  of  the  settlers 
who  came  here  at  that  early  day.  For  many  years 
he  was  engaged  in  stock  trading,  and  was  also  in 
the  slave  trade,  and  from  1854  to  1860  he  followed 
merchandising  on  his  farm.  He  is  an  honest,  in- 
dustrious man.  In  1878  lie  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent what  is  now  Cleveland  County  in  the  Legis- 
lature, and  served  in  that  capacity  with  credit  and 
distinction.  He  has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life, 
and  voted  for  James  K.  Polk  in  1844.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  51.  for  about 
thirty-live  years,  now  of  Culpepper  Lodge  No. 
186,  at  Rison,  and  was  a charter  member  of  Moore 
Lodge,  in  which  he  was  junior  deacon.  He  and 
wife  have  been  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  for  many  years. 

G.  G.  Mallett,  general  merchant,  Kingsland, 
Ark.  Prominent  among  the  successful  business 
enterprises  of  Kingsland  stands  that  of  Mr.  Mal- 
let, who  is  the  successor  of  Marshall  & Webb,  and 
who  engaged  in  his  present  business  in  1889,  with 
a stock  of  goods  valued  at  about  81.800.  Mr. 
Mallett  was  born  in  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  in  1862, 
and  is  the  son  of  George  W.  Mallett,  a native  of 
Mecklenburg,  Ya. , born  April  13,  1825.  The  elder 
Mallett  was  married  in  his  native  State,  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Smith,  also  a native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  and 
the  fruits  of  this  union  were  five  children,  all  liv- 
ing. About  1847  the  parents  removed  to  Dallas 
County,  Ark.,  and  Mr.  Mallett  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  most  prominent  men  there.  During 
the  war  he  operated  a flour-mill,  eight  miles  from 
Princeton,  and  soon  after  that  eventful  period  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  for  eight  years,  at  the  same  time  tilling 
the  position  of  bureau  agent  for  the  Government. 
He  was  afterward  made  circuit  and  county  clerk, 
and  continued  in  this  office  for  eight  years.  He  was 
also  at  one  time  assessor  and  treasurer  of  Dallas 
County.  Tim  last  twelve  years  of  his  life  were 
passed  in  Princeton,  where  he  was  engaged  quite 
extensively  in  merchandising.  He  died  January  2, 
1877,  but  his  wife  is  still  living,  and  is  a member 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
member  for  many  years.  He  was  a member  of  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M.  G.  G.  Mallett  was  fortunate  in  ob- 
taining a good,  common-school  education,  and  be- 
gan for  himself  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  by 
merchandising  with  a brother,  at  Princeton,  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  then  ventured  out  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  continued  at  this  until  about 
1886,  when  he  began  merchandising  on  his  own 


j responsibility,  at  Princeton,  remaining  there  until 
1889,  when  he  came  to  Kingsland.  He  has  about 
I 1,500  acres  of  good  timber  land  in  Dallas  County, 
j and  is  at  present  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
; of  Cleveland  County.  Ho  is  a Democrat  in  pol- 
| itics,  and  his  first  presidential  votG  was  for  Grover 
Cleveland,  in  1884.  His  brothers  and  sisters  were 
| named  as  follows:  Claude  D.,  Edith  (widow  of 

W.  C.  Holmes'),  Oscar  and  Anna  W. 

James  N.  Marks  is  the  present  efficient  survey- 
or of  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  and  was  born  near 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  December  16,  1S25,  being  a 
son  of  Hastings  and  Sivility  (Powell)  Marks,  who 
I were  born  in  Wilkes  County,  Ga. , April  4.  1795. 

and  February  10,  1803,  and  died  in  Cleveland 
| County,  Ark.,  in  1817  and  August  15,  1S73,  re- 
spectively. They  were  married  in  the  State  of 
; Georgia  in  1819,  and  in  1S24  moved  from  that 
State  to  Alabama,  settling  first  in  Lowndes  County, 
and  later  in  Montgomery  County.  In  the  year 
1836  they  arrived  in  Arkansas  and  settled  on  a 
! farm  in  what  is  now  known  as  Rod  Land  Township, 

; Cleveland  County,  at  which  time  there  were  very 
| few  Inhabitants  between  the  Mississippi  River  and 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  only  two  families  besides 
1 bis  own  in  the  county;  in  a short  time  this  number 
increased  to  five.  All  these  families  were  wealthy 
; in  slave  property,  and  after  the  county  became 
: thickly  settled  they  were  accounted  among  its 
wealthiest  citizens.  Hastings  Marks  was  a Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views,  was  treasurer  of  Bradley 
County  for  many  years,  and  was  a participant  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  took  partin  many  battles 
with  the  Indians,  being  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Floyd.  The  Marks  family  are  of  English 
and  German  descent,  and  three  members  of  this 
| family  were  commissioned  officers  in  the  American 
army  during  the  Revolution.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Marks,  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion 
and  was  a wealthy  planter.  He  died  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ala. , having  been  a man  of  extraor- 
dinary" genius  and  ability.  To  Hastings  Marks 
and  his  wife  a family  of  eight  children  have  been 
born,  five  of  whom  are  now  living:'  John  (a  promi- 
nent planter  of  Calhoun  County,  Ark.  ),  James  X. 
(the  immediate  subject  of  this  biography),  George 
M.  (a  farmer  residing  near  New  Edinburg),  and 
Evan  P.  (a  well-known  merchant  of  thal  place).  It 
was  in  the  wilderness,  amidst  a sparse  population, 
that  James  N Marks  spent  his  early  life,  but  prior 
to  coming  to  this  region  he  had  attended  school  at 
Lawrenceville,  Ga.,  the  famous  philosopher  and 
humorist,  Bill  Arp,  being  a student  there  at  the 
same  time.  Mr.  Marks  can  not  remember  the  time 
that  he  could  not  read  and  write,  and  in  early  boy- 
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] ioo<l  lie  contracted  a habit  of  reading  and  study 
which  has  since  followed  him  through  life.  After 
reading  ancient  history  he  became  interested  in 
Locke’s  Essays  on  the  Human  Understanding,  and 
although  he  could  not  comprehend  all  he  read  of 
that  philosopher,  yet  he  was  a hard  and  faithful 
student.  The  next  great  author  that  engaged  his 
attention  was  George  Comb,  and  he  studied  his 
principles  of  phrenology  until  he  mastered  the 
main  facts  of  the  science.  The  general  bent  of  bis 
mind  was  toward  metaphysics  rather  than  physics, 
and  no  abuse  or  persuasion  of  his  Irish  teacher 
could  induce  him  to  forego  the  studies  of  the  dis- 
coveries of  Gaul  and  Sperzium.  Soon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  “Rochester  Rappers’  ’ through 
the  medium  of  the  Fox  girls,  he  became  interested 
in  that  delusion,  and  by  the  study  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son  Davis  he  became  a convert,  to  which  convic- 
tion  he  has  since  adhered  despite  the  opposition  of 
the  church  and  the  ridicule  of  the  world.  His  po- 
litical career  can  be  briefly  told.  He  voted  for 
Peter  Cooper  under  the  conviction  that  banks  of 
issue  w ere  a curse  to  the  productive  interests  of  the 
country;  that  none  but  sovereign  power  had  a right 
to  issue  money;  that  the  Government  had  no  right 
to  delegate  a sovereign  right  to  corporations,  etc. 
There  were  only  three  votes  cast  for  Cooper  in  the 
county,  but  Mr.  Marks  stood  to  his  convictions  in 
defiance  of  all  opposition.  He  also  voted  for  Gen. 

V\  eaver.  "While  Cleveland  County  was  still  a por- 
tion of  Bradley  County,  he  was  elected  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  to  the  office  of  county  surveyor, 
and  he  has  served  in  this  capacity  ever  since,  with 
the  exception  of  four  years,  although  he  has  never 
been  a political  aspirant,  and  even  then  he  did  the 
most  of  the  surveying  for  the  county.  In  1 SS 1 he 
was  the  Greenback  nominee  for  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  although  the  Democrats  carried  a solid 
negro  vote  against  him,  he  was  only  defeated  by 
one  hundred  and  seven  votes,  carrying  half  the 
townships  in  the  county.  For  fear  of  being  beaten 
the  Democrats  called  Col.  Ben.  Johnson,  one  of 
their  best  orators,  and  a candidate  for  Congress, 
into  the  canvass,  and  this  gentleman  spoke  in  every 
precinct  in  the  county.  The  sole  object  of  Mr. 
Marks  in  this  canvass  was  to  popularize  bis  party, 
and  he  accomplished  his  purpose  so  that  Mr.  Fos- 
ter was  elected  at  the  next  election.  In  this  can- 
vass he  won  the  friendship  and  confidence  of  Col. 
R.  K.  Garland,  who  had  a great  respect  for  his 
ability.  He  has  always  been  a strong  advocate  of 
temperance,  voting  for  the  suppression  of  intemper- 
ance whenever  an  opportunity  presented  itself, 
and  he  has  also  been  an  unshaken  advocate  of 
women’s  suffrage.  In  1883  he  established  the  ! 


Kaleidoscope  at  Kings! and,  and  edited  the  same 
with  success  for  the  short  time  he  occupied  the  tri- 
pod. He  became  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the 
management  of  the  paper,  and  sold  out  to  his 
partner,  who  never  received  another  subscriber  af- 
ter the  dissolution.  He  has  gained  a local  repu- 
tation as  a newspaper  correspondent.  Mr.  Marks 
joined  the  Confederate  army  under  Gen.  Walker1, 
near  Arkansas  Rost  early  in  January,  1803,  and 
was  immediately  put  under  command  of  Col.  Al- 
len, of  the  Seventeenth  Texas  Regiment.  After 
the  fall  of  the  post  the  army  fell  back  to  Piue  Bluff, 
where  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  J.  D. 
Collins,  of  Kentucky,  post  surgeon  at  that  point, 
and  by  him  was  put  in  charge  of  hospital  wards,  in 
which  capacity  he  went  from  Pine  Bluff  to  New 
Iberia  in  Southern  Louisiana,  thence  to  Old  Ope- 
lousas. from  which  point  he  was  sent  to  Arkansas 
for  Dr.  Collins’  family,  but  instead  of  returning 
with  them  he  joined  the  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry 
in  the  summer  of  1863,  being  captured  in  Septem- 
ber thereafter  while  on  scouting  duty  near  Piue 
Bluff.  His  days  from  that  time  until  the  close  of 
the  war  were  spent  in  prison,  first  in  Little  Rock, 
next  in  Rock  Island,  and  then  in  New  Orleans. 
During  the  summer  of  1863  he  acted  as  guide  for 
Gen.  Parsons  of  Texas,  and  won  the  complete  con- 
fidence of  his  commander  and  the  brigade.  While  j 
acting  in  this  capacity  it  was  his  duty  to  visit  the  j 
various  picket  posts  on  the  Saline  River  in  company 
with  Parsons,  and  this  period  is  remembered  by 
him  as  the  pleasantest  of  his  war  record.  Owing 
to  the  regard  he  has  always  entertained  for  Gen. 
Parsons,  he  felt  great  sympathy  for  his  brother  who 
was  hung  as  an  anarchist  at  Chicago.  Air.  Marks 
was  exchanged  at  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River  on 
March  25,  1 865,  and  arrived  home  on  May  1 ! of 
the  same  year.  He  had  commenced  life  for  him- 
self at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  as  a farmer,  bat- 
on returning  home  from  the  war  found  himself 
without  means  whatsoever,  but  being  possessed 
with  a determined  spirit  and  a good  constitution,  he, 
to  use  his  own  words,  commenced  to  scramble  for 
bread,  and  his  success  in  that  direction  he  attributes 
to  the  faithful  old  slaves  who  stayed  by  him  in 
spite  of  the  allurements  of  freedom.  Although  his 
extreme  bashfulness  has  been  quite  a barrier  to  j 
his  success  he  is  the  owner  of  600  acres  of  fine 
land,  a goodly  portion  of  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  has  the  reputation  of  being  a brave  and 
honest  gentleman,  and  he  owes  no  man  anything 
but  love.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  study  of 
Christian  Science,  and  says  he  thinks  he  may  be 
able  to  so  spiritualize  himself  as  to  choose  his  own  j 
time  for  dvinsr.  He  was  twice  married;  bv  his  first 
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wife  (a  Miss  Douglass)  be  lias  two  living  sons:  Jn- 
nius  D.  (a  successful  farmer),  and  Harvie  (an  in- 
valid). Ou  December  21.  1855.  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Susan,  a daughter  of  William  Morgan  of 
Georgia,  her  birth  occurring  in  that  State  in  1834. 
They  havereared  a family  of  ten  children:  Virgin- 
ia S.  (wife  of  James  M.  Raines,  editor  of  the  For- 
dyce  Enterprise),  Sivilitv  S.,  Kate  51.,  Zolicoffer, 
Hastings,  Jackspti,  Susan.  Mattie  E.,  James  T. 
and  Charly.  Mr.  Marks  in  his  family  government 
is  Republican,  each  member,  male  or  female,  hav- 
ing equal  rights.  He  is  a member  of  long  stand- 
ing of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  his  religions 
and  political  views  has  always  been  very  liberal. 

George  Meriwether  Marks  has  been  a resident 
of  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  for  fifty-four  years, 
although  his  birth  occurred  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ala.,  June  .19,  1833,  ho  being  a son  of  Hastings 
and  Sivility  (Powell)  Marks,  a short  history  of 
whom  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  James  N.  Marks, 
their  son.  George  M.  obtained  a fair  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Georgia,  and  in  the  Ma- 
sonic Institute  at  Clarksville,  Tenn. , but  after  leav- 
ing the  latter  institution  in  1855,  he  commenced 
merchandising  at  Mark's  Mill,  but  at  the  end  of 
two  years  lie  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  Cleve- 
land County,  Ark.  In  the  month  of  October,  1863, 
he  joined  the  Second  Arkansas  Confederate  Caval- 
ry, with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Poison  Springs.  Mount 
Elba  and  many  skirmishes.  On  leaving  the  army 
he  still  possessed  his  old  war-horse,  and  he  re- 
turned home  and  resumed  the  cultivation  of  his 
farm,  which  has  received  his  attention  ever  since. 
His  home  plantation  consists  of  690  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  but  he  has  810  acres  in  another  tract. 
November  22,  1857.  was  the  date  of  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Catherine  E.  Tolefree,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Rob- 
ert Tolefroe.  The  latter  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  was  a graduate  of  Yale  College,  and  was  a 
physician  of  prominence,  being  also  a practitioner 
of  law.  He  died  at  Monticello.  Ga. , February  1, 
1850.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marks  a family  of  ten 
children  have  been  born:  Fannie  D.  (wife  of  Frank 
McGehee,  an  attorney  of  Varner,  Ark. ),  Amelia  M., 
Anna  L.  (who  was  born  June  20,  1864.  and  died 
January  21,  1887,  the  wife  of  J.  S.  Moseley),  flat- 
tie H.  (wife  of  E.  B.  Atwood,  a farmer  of  the 
county),  Deborah  C.,  Robert  T. , Geotge  E.,  Clara 
V. , Barbara  T. , and  Ruth  (who  was  born  March 
30,  1883.  and  died  August  23.  1887).  Mrs.  Marks 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South,  and  in  his  religious  views  Mr.  Mark  is  a 
Unitarian.  He  is  a Mason  and  is  a Democrat. 

Evan  P.  Marks,  merchant.  Considering  the 


fact  that  Mr.  Marks  began  life  for  himself  with 
little  or  no  means  to  start  on,  his  career  has  been 
more  than  ordinarily  successful,  and  since  1869  he 
has  been  successfu.lv  engaged  in  merchandising. 
He  was  born  near  where  he  now  lives  on  July  2<. 
1839,  and  is  a son  of  Hastings  and  Sivility  (.Pow- 
ell) Marks,  who  were  born  in  Georgia  in  1(95 
and  1805,  and  died  in  Arkansas  in  1846  and  1873 
respectively.  They  were  married  in  Georgia,  and 
moved  from  there  to  Montgomery  County,  Ala. . 
and  thence  to  Union  County,  Ark.,  in  1836,  being 
among  the  early  agriculturists  of  that  region,  and 
, the  first  family  to  locate  near  where  New  Edin- 
j burg  now  is.  To  them  a family  of  ten  children 
were  bojrn,  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  John  H. 
(a  farmer  of  Calhoun  County,  Ark.),  James  N.  (a 
farmer  and  surveyor  of  Cleveland  County),  George 
54.  (a  farmer  of  the  county),  and  Evan  P.  Those 
deceased  are:  Benjamin  (who  died  when  twenty- 
\ five  years  of  age),  Hastings  (who  died  in  Louisiana. 

| while  serving  in  the  Confederate  army),  Eliza  and 
j Emma  (who  died  young),  Owen  K.  (in  infancy), 
j and  Robert  (who  died  when  seventeen  years  of  age). 

! The  Marks  family  are  supposed  to  be  of  English 
descent,  and  on  coming  to  America  settled  in  4 ir- 
j ginia,  as  early  as  1680,  Gen.  Marks,  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame,  belonged  to  the  same  family.  Hast- 
! ings  Marks  was  a son  of  James  Marks,  a native 
Virginian,  who  moved  with  Gen.  Matthews  to 
Georgia,  and  in  that  State  he  was  reared.  After 
coming  to  Arkansas  he  became  quite  wealthy,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the  owner  of  a large 
tract  of  land  and  many  slaves.  He  became  well 
known,  and  was  the  first  treasurer  of  what  was 
| then  Union  County.  The  Powell  family  are  of 
j Welsh  descent,  and  Mrs.  Marks  was  a daughter 
of  Benjamin  Powell  of  Hancock.  County.  Ga. 

! Evan  P.  Marks,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  early  education  in  Arkansas, 
but  finished  his  literary  education  in  Roanoke  Col- 
lege. Salem,  Ya.  In  May.  1.861,  he  left  home  and 
entered  the  Fifth  Arkansas  Infantry,  Confederate 
I States  Army,  Company  C,  and  was  soon  promot- 
| ed  to  sergeant-major  of  his  regiment.  In  the  fall 
of  1863  he  was  appointed  adjutant  of  the  Second 
; Arkansas  Cavalry,  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

; and  in  this  capacity  served  until  the  close  of  the 
| war.  having  taken  part  in  the  engagements  at 
i Perryville,  Murfreesboro,  and  was  in  the  engage- 
ments of  the  Missouri  raid.  He  was  neither 
I wounded  nor  captured  during  his  entire  service,  and 
i in  his  own  words,  lie  was  the  most  fortunate  man 
in  the  service.  For  four  years  after  the  close  of 
the  war  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  but  in  1869 
1 engaged  in  merchandising  at  New  Edinburg,  and 


. 

■ 

. 

- 

I .!  V M.'l 

. 


■ 


,t 


-4L I ^ 


CLEVELAND  COE N T V. 


019 


this  culling  has  received  his  attention  up  to  the 
present,  time.  He  is  associated  in  business  with 
n Mr.  Atwood,  and  they  do  the  most  extensive 
business  of  any  firm  in  the  county,  and  are  safe, 
reliable  men  of  business.  They  are  devoted  to 
their  work,  and  this,  together  with  their  large  and 
select  stock  of  goods,  which  they  sell  at  reasonable 
rates,  has  contributed  largely  to  their  success. 
Mr.  Marks  is  a Democrat,  and  in  1871  was  elected 
on  this  ticket  to  the  office  of  county  clerk,  the 
duties  of  which  he  discharged  in  a very  efficient 
manner.  February  23.  1805.  he  was  married  to 
A 1 iss  Mattie  H.  Thornton,  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam S.  Thornton,  of  Calhoun  County.  She  was 
born  in  Chambers  County,  Ala.,  December  26. 
1844,  and  has  borne  Mr.  Marks  the  following  chil- 
dren: Emma  (wife  of  W illiam  D.  Atwood,  the 
business  partner  of  Mr.  Marks).  Gertrude  (at  home), 
Elite,  loue  and  Myrtle.  Mr.  Marks  is  not  a mem 
ber  of  any  church,  but  it  may  be  truly  said  of  him 
that  in  every  walk  of  life  has  been  upright  and 
honorable. 

James  Edgar  Martin  is  a stock-dealer  and  mer- 
chant of  New  Edinburg,  Ark.,  and  was  born  in 
Bradley  County.  Ark.,  on  May  27,  1S52,  being  a 
son  of  Dr.  John  W.  and  Mary  E.  (Franklin)  Mar- 
tin, who  were  born  in  Virginia  and  Arkansas,  re- 
spectively. Both  are  residents  of  AVarren,  Brad- 
ley County,  Ark.,  and  Dr.  Martin  is  now'  sev-  \ 
enty-one  years  of  age.  When  a young  man,  in  ! 
18-45.  he  removed  from  Virginia  to  Arkansas,  and  j 
has  ever  since  been  a resident  of  Bradley  County.  j 
He  studied  medicine  in  Virginia,  and  on  coming  to  j 
Arkansas  entered  actively  upon  the  practice  of  this  ! 
profession,  but  of  late  years  his  practice  has  been 
confined  to  a few  of  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  j 
friends.  After  the  close  of  the  Rebellion  he  opened  ; 
a general  mercantile  establishment  at  AVarren,  and 
has  become  well  and  favorably  known  to  many, 
not  only  professionally  and  socially,  but  as  a man 
of  business  also.  He  has  since  the  late  war  between  | 
the  .States  been  a Democrat  in  politics  and  although 
often  solicited  by  Ins  numerous  friends  to  run  for 
official  position,  he  has  at  all  times  refused.  His 
wife  was  born  in  Bradley  County  in  1830.  and  has 
lived  here  all  her  life.  Both  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  is  a deacon,  and 
he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  A fam- 
ily of  twelve  children  was  born  to  himself  and 
wife,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living,  James  Edgar 
being  the  second  child.  In  his  youth  he  attended 
the  AVarren  High  School,  and  in  1873  left  his 
home  to  embark  in  the  mercantile  business,  first  as 
salesman  at  Collins  Station,  in  his  uncle’s  employ, 
then  for  the  firm  of  Martin  & Goodwin,  of  AVar- 


ren. In  1876  he  came  to  New  Edinburg,  and  be- 
came an  associate  of  Marlin  & Goodwin  in  the  firm 
of  T.  M.  Goodwin  & Co.,  but  in  1883  he  became 
sole  proprietor  and  lias  since  been  successfully  en- 
gaged in  business  alone.  In  connection  with 
managing  his  store  he  also  deals  extensive! v in 
stock,  and  is  the  owner  of  some  very  line  registered 
Holstein  and  Jersey  cattle.  He  has  been  grading 
his  stock  for  four  years  past,  and  now  has  one  of 
the  finest  herds  in  the  county.  He  is  also  the  owner 
of  1,500  acres  of  land  in  Bradley  and  Cleveland 
Counties,  a goodly  portion  of  which  is  under  culti- 
vation, and  is  accounted  not  only  a successful 
merchant,  but  an  exceptionally  successful  farmer 
and  stockman  also.  Like  his  father, 'lie  is  a Mason 
and  a Democrat,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Word,  and  whom  he  married  on  March 
5,  1SS4,  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  a daughter  of  James  AVord  of  New 
Ediuburo-,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  have  two  chil- 
dren,  Anna  May  and  John  Ernest. 

AVilliam  F.  Matlock,  Sr.,  is  a member  of  the 
well-known  mercantile  establishment  of  Matlock  & 
Haskins,  which  has  done  and  is  doing  so  much  for 
the  advancement  of  New  Edinburg,  and  vicinity. 
Mr.  Matlock  is  a Georgian,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Coweta  County,  February  23,  1828,  and  is  a son 
of  J.  R.  and  Lucinda  (Mayfield)  Matlock,  who  were 
born  in  Greenville  District,  S.  C.,  and  Georgia,  in 
1796  and  1798,  respectively,  and  died  in  what  is 
now  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  in  I860,  their  deaths 
occurring,  about  ten  days  apart.  J.  R.  Matlock 
removed  from  his  native  State  to  Georgia,  when 
a young  man,  and  there  made  his  home  until  1S34. 
when  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Alabama,  and 
ten  years  later  came  to  Bradley  County,  Ark., 
where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  days.  Air.  Alat- 
lock  was  an  agriculturist  throughout  life,  and  while 
a resident  of  Georgia,  carried  the  mail  from  Rome, 
Ga. , to  what  is  now  known  as  Gadsden,  Ala. , 
and  in  1836-37  helped  remove  the  Indians  from 
Alabama  and  Georgia  to  the  Indian  Territory.  He 
and  wife  were  members  of  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Church  for  many  years,  and  he  was  a Democrat, 
politically.  The  Alatlocks  are  of  Scotch  descent, 
but  his.  mother  was  a native  of  Holland,  and  lived 
I to  be  one  hundred  and  eight  years  of  age.  There 
; were  born  to  their  union  eight  sons  and  seven 
j daughters,  of  whom  William  i'.  Matlock  was  the 
fifth  child.  His  school  days  were  spent  in  Bradley 
County,  Ark.,  and  when  twenty-two  years  of  age  he 
commenced  to  farm  for  himself  near  where  he  now 
does  business.  In  1866  he  began  selling  merchan- 
dise at  his  present  stand,  being  the  first  man  to 
| go  into  business  at  this  point,  but  at  the  end  of  two 
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years  ho  gave  up  this  work,  and  again  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  and  was  a successful  tiller  of 
the  soil  until  1877.  Since  that  time  he  has  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  to  merchandising,  and  be- 
sides his  mercantile  establishment  he  is  the  owner 
| of  360  acres  of  land,  a large  portion  of  which  is 
under  cultivation.  In  1S53  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Amelia  M.  Tolefree,  a daughter  of  David  Meri- 
j wetller.  She  was  born  in  Jasper  County,  Ga. , 
April  29,  1822,  and  was  the  widow  of  Robert  Tole- 
free. Her  union  with  Mr.  Matlock  has  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  the  following  children:  Rebecca  M. 
(wife  'of  T.  M.  Boyd,  a farmer,  of  Cleveland 
County),  Anna  D.  (who  also  married  a farmer 
of  the  county),  and  Elma  S.  Those  deceased 
are:  David  M. , and  Carrie  A.  (who  was  the  wife  of 
TV.  H.  Harrison,  her  death  occurring  in  1SS2).  Mr. 

J and  Mrs.  Matlock  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South,  and  he  is  a Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  a Democrat,  politically. 

G.  A.  J.  May  is  the  present  efficient  postmaster 
! of  the  town  of  Toledo,  but  besides  devoting  his  at- 
tention to  this  calling,  he  is  also  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising and  farming,  these  occupations  fully  occu- 
pying his  time.  He  is  a Virginian  by  birth,  born  in 
1835,  a son  of  Gabriel  and  Elizabeth  (Still)  May. 
who  were  also  born  in  that  State.  In  1836  they 
removed  to  the  State  of  Mississippi,  but  in  1 S 19 
took  up  their  abode  in  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  where 
they  settled  (now  Cleveland  County),  being  in  a 
very  wild  and  unimproved  condition.  As  the  father 
had  been  a faithful  soldier  iu  the  War  of  1812.  he 
was  given  a land  warrant  of  100  acres,  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  and  on  this  farm  he  continued  to  re- 
side until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1864,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years,  his  wife’s  death  occur- 
ring in  1856,  when  sixty-two  years  of  age.  The 
latter  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  bore 
her  husband  ten  children,  all  living  to  be  grown, 
and  three  yet  living,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  youngest.  Those  living  are:  Sarah 

(the  eldest  child,  a resident  of  Cleveland  County, 
Ark.),  J.  J.  and  G.  A.  J.  The  latter  attained  his 
majority  in  this  county,  and  here  his  early  educa- 
tion was  also  received.  At  the  ojiening  of  the  Re- 
bellion he  put  on  his  suit  of  gray,  shouldered  his 
musket,  and  was  on  active  duty  for  the  cause  of  the 
Confederacy,  until  just  before  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  he  came  home.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  but  was  soon  after  released.  He 
was  at  Shiloh,  Corinth,  and  also  at  a number  of 
battles,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war  returned  to 
his  home  with  the  consciousness  of  bavin ^ faith- 

O 

fully  served  the  Confederate  cause.  Upon  his  re- 
turn home  he  began  working  at  the  blacksmith’s 


trade  and  carpentering,  and  followed  these  callings, 
in  connection  with  farming,  until  1878,  when  he 
leased  a ferry  on  Saline  River,  for  seven  years,  upon 
which  he  went  to  Rison  and  opened  a general  mer- 
cantile establishment,  which  he  conducted  success- 
fully, until  coming  to  Toledo,  in  1S86,  where  he  has 
since  followed  the  same  calling,  in  connection  with 
farming,  and  discharging  the  duties  of  postmaster. 
He  is  an  exceptionally  intelligent  and  well -posted 
man,  on  all  public  matters,  and  the  people  showed 
their  appreciation  of  his  merits  by  electing  him  to 
the  office  of  special  probate' judge  of  the  county,  a 
position  he  tilled  several  terms,  after  which  he  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  deputy  county  clerk  for  some 
time.  Since  he  attained  his  twenty-first  year,  he 
has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
has  been  master  of  his  lodge  at  different  times. 
Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Laura  A.  Briggs,  a native  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  and  a daughter  of  John  Briggs,  who 
died  when  Mrs.  May  was  a small  child,  and  she 
came  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  with  her  mother, 
who  always  remained  a widow,  in  3851,  she  being 
her  only  child.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  May  a family  of 
nine  children  have  been  born,  two  of  whom  are 
deceased.  Mrs.  May  is  a consistent  Christian  lady, 
and  is  a worthy  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Benjamin  N.  Moseley,  one  of  Cleveland  Coun- 
ty’s leading  citizens  was  born  in  what  was  then 
Bradley  County,  Ark.  (now  Cleveland),  April  21, 
1851,  and  is  a son  of  Elijah  B.  and  Harriett 
(Robertson,)  Moseley,  natives  of  Alabama,  their 
marriage  taking  place  in  their  native  State  in  1S46. 
After  renting  land  for  one  year  they  located  on  the 
farm  on  which  Mrs.  Moseley  is  now  living.  The 
father  died  on  January  4,  1S6S,  at  the  age  of 
forty-five  years.  He  was  a Democrat,  and  his  wid- 
ow is  a member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church. 
To  them  a family  of  twelve  children  was  born, 
seven  of  whom  are  now  living,  of  whom  Benjamin 
N.  is  the  fifth.  He  was  educated  in  the  school 
near  his  home  and  remained  with  his  mother  until 
1870,  when  he  began  farming  for  himself  and  this 
occupation  has  since  received  his  attention.  In 
1872  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  260  acres, 
ninety  of  which  are  under  the  plow,  and  deserves 
much  credit  for  the.  success  with  which  his  labors 
have  been  attended,  for  when  starting  for  himself 
it  was  without  means.  Upon  the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther, he  being  the  eldest  of  the  family,  it  became 
his  duty  to  provide  and  protect  his  mother  and 
brothers  and  sisters.  In  1870  he  was  married  to 
Rebecca  Reaves,  a daughter  of  Reuben  and  Sienia 
Reaves,  who  are  now  residents  of  Cleveland  Coun- 
ty. She  was  born  in  1849.  and  she  and  Mr.  Mose- 
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] ( < v have  become  the  parents  of  ton  children:  Lov- 
ett. H. , Joanna  C.  (wife  of  James  L.  Gallaway.  a 
farmer  of  the  county),  Sienia  H. , Benjamin  E. , 
Lottie  I.,  Lola  B.,  Zilia  E.,  William  M. , Oziah 
D.  and  Claudius  L.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moseley  are 
members  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
he  is  a deacon,  and  in  his  political  views  he  is  a 
Democrat, 

Tabus  J.  Mosley  is  a member  of  an  old  and 
prominent  family,  and  although  he  has  been  a res- 
ident of  Arkansas  since  1850,  he  was  born  in  the 
Palmetto  State,  June  21,  1830,  being  the  third  of 
eight  children,  three  now  living,  born  to  William 
A.  and  Mary  L.  (Smith)  Mosley,  who  were  also 
born  in  that  State,  the  father  being  of  English  de- 
scent.  He  is  now  residing  in  Cleveland  County, 
and  as  he  was  born  on  January  2,  1802,  he  is  now 
eighty-eight  years  of  age,  but  shows  very  little  the 
ravages  of  time,  arid  gives  every  promise  of  living 
many  years  longer.  He  always  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  farming,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful. 
His  wife  died  in  1884,  aged  about  seventy- eight 
years,  and  she,  as  well  as  her  husband,  was  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  she  be- 
ing connected  with  the  same  for  over  half  a century. 
This  worthy  couple’s  union  lasted  sixty-eight  years. 
Jabus  J.  Mosley  resided  in  South  Carolina  during 
early  youth  and  manhood,  and  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two years  began  to  till  the  soil  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility and  his  efforts  were  attended  with 
such  good  results  that,  lie  has  made  this  his  calling 
through  life.  In  1850  he  came  to  Bradley  County, 
Ark.,  and  four  years  later  located  a portion  of  his 
present  farm.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  800  acres, 
of  which  125  are  under  cultivation.  He  joined  an 
Arkansas  Regiment  of  Confederate  Cavalry  in 
18G2,  and  was  a member  of  Cabell's  brigade  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  battles  of 
Pins  Bluff,  Wolf  Creek,  Poison  Springs,  Mark's 
Mill,  Jenkins’  Ferry  and  with  Price  on  his  raid  in 
Missouri.  He  was  slightly  wounded  once.  De- 
cember 8,  1852,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hepsev  C. 
Brawner  of  Georgia,  and  by  her  is  the  father  of 
three  children:  T.  G.,  L.  A.  and  J.  S.,  all  farmers 
of  Cleveland  County.  Mr.  Mosley  and  his  wife 
arc  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  iu 
which  he  is  a deacon,  and  he  is  a Mason  and  a 
Democrat,  and  since  18(38  has  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  has  proved  an  efficient  incumbent 
of  that  office. 

Woodson  Mosley,  circuit  and  probate  clerk, 
Toledo,  Ark.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  needs  no 
introduction  to  the  people  of  Cleveland  Countv, 
Ark.,  fur  he  is  a native-born  citizen  of  that  county, 
and  a man  whose  integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose 


is  unquestioned.  He  was  born  in  1850,  and  his 
father,  Wiley  Mosley,  is  a native  of  Aiken,  S.  C., 
born  in  1820.  The  latter  was  married  in  Calhoun 
County,  Ark.,  to  Miss  Jane  Elizabeth  Brawner.  a 
native  of  Georgia,  born  in  1829,  and  they  after- 
ward moved  to  what  is  now  Cleveland  County,  Ark. , 
where  Mr.  Mosley  had  previously  purchased  land, 
and  here  they  still  reside.  They  were  among  the 
first  settlers  of  this  region,  and  are  much  esteemed 
and  respected  by  all  acquainted  with  them.  The 
father  is  a successful  agriculturist,  and  has  fol- 
lowed this  calling  the  principal  part  of  his  life. 
He  served  two  years  in  the  Confederate  army 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  war,  with  Capt.  Snell, 
of  Gen.  Fagan’s  command,  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment. He  was  all  through  Price’s  raid,  and 
was  wounded  near  Kansas  City.  At  the  time  of 
the  surrender  he  was  in  Texas.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Kingsland  Lodge.  His 
father,  Absalom  Mosley,  was  born  in  Aiken  County, 
S.  C. , and  there  spent  his  life,  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil.  He  was  of  English  descent.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Tilman  Brawner,  was  a native  of 
Georgia,  afterward  lived  in  Alabama,  but  spent 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  Calhoun  County,  Ark., 
where  he  died  in  i860.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
early  Indian  wars,  was  of  English  descent,  and  was 
a prominent  farmer  and  merchant,  by  occupation. 
"Woodson  Mosley,  the  second  of  six  children,  was 
early  taught  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  school.  He 
afterward  read  law.  later  attended  a law  class  in 
Little  Rock,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  there  in 
1 881,  but  never  practiced  to  any  great  extent.  He  re- 
turned home  and  was  engaged  in  merchandising, 
which  he  continued  at  Kingsland.  until  he  was 
elected  clerk  of  Cleveland  County,  in  September, 
1SS8.  From  1SS1  until  his  election  as  clerk,  he 
was  notary  public,  and  was  also  mayor  of  Kings- 
land a number  of  years.  His  marriage  nuptials 
were  celebrated  in  1888,  with  Miss  E.  L.  Smith, 
a native  of  Mississippi,  born  near  Wesson,  and 
the  daughter  of  'William  M.  and  Z.  J.  Smith,  who 
were  natives  of  Mississippi,  where  they  resided 
until  1881,  when  they  moved  to  Kingsland.  There 
the  father  died  in  1SS7,  but  Mrs.  Smith  is  still 
living.  Mr.  Smith  followed  farming  until  coming 
to  Arkansas,  and  since  that  time  has  been  engaged 
in  a general  blacksmith  and  wagon-making  busi- 
ness. He  served  through  the  entire  war  in  the 
Confederate  army.  Mr.  Mosley  is  a Democrat  in 
politics,  and  his  first  vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  Han- 
cock in  1880.  Pie  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  Kingsland  Lodge.  He  is  the  owner  of 
300  acres  of  timbered  land  in  Cleveland  and  Ash- 
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ley  Counties.  Mrs.  Mosley  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

D.  11.  Mullis,  farmer  and  merchant,  White 
Oak,  Ark.  Mr.  Mullis,  who  is  numbered  among 
the  substantial  and  representative  citizens  of  East- 
ern birth  in  Cleveland  County,  came  originally  from 
Union  County,  N.  C..  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
IS!  I,  and  to  Arkansas  in  1858.  He  now  has  a fine 
farm  of  330  acres  with  100  under  cultivation,  on 
which  he  located  in  1884.  and  is  eu craved  in  raising 
cotton,  grain  and  stock.  In  October,  1S8S,  he  em- 
barked in  merchandising  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing. His  parents,  Henry  and  Esther  (Ross)  Mul- 
iis,  were  also  born  in  Union  County,  N.  C.,  and 
there  remained  until  1858,  when  they  moved  to 
Arkansas,  settling  near  where  their  son,  D.  R.,now 
resides.  The  father  followed  farming  and  died 
there  in  1S67.  His  wife  had  died  in  1865.  The 
grandfather,  Thomas  Ross,  died  in  Union  County, 
N.  C.,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a boy. 
The  latter  was  the  eighth  of  nineteen,  children,  hve 
sons  and  four  daughters  now  living,  and  two  sons  in 
Cleveland  County.  The  three  eldest  sons  were  in 
the  Confederate  army,  and  one  son  was  killed  at 
Chickamauga.  D.  R.  Mullis  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  farm,  received  a limited  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Jane  Rutledge. a native  of  Dallas  County, 
Ark.,  and  the  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Margaret 
Rutledge,  both  natives  of  Tennessee.  Her  par- 
ents moved  to  Cleveland  Counter,  Ark.,  in  1850, 
and  the  mother  died  soon  after.  The  father  was 
a farmer,  served  in  the  Confederate  armv  and  died 
in  1884.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mullis  were  born  eight 
children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters  now  liv- 
ing. Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Mullis  has  lived  on 
his  present  farm,  and  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
men  of  the  county.  He  takes  a deep  interest  in 
educational  matters;  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  Culpepper  Lodge  No.  1S6.  Rison;  is 
also  a member  of  the  Wheel,  and  his  wife  belongs 
to  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  In  poli- 
tics he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  part}  , and 
his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  Grant 
in  1868. 

Dr.  C.  D.  Niven,  physician  and  surgeon, 
Rison,  Ark.  This  young  but  very  successful  phy- 
sician is  a native  of  -Jefferson  (now  Cleveland 
County),  Ark.,  and  was  born  six  miles  north  of 
Rison,  in  18o0.  His  father,  Hon.  John  Niven, 
was  born  m Anson  County,  N.  C.,  and  was  mar- 
ried there  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Timmons,  a native 
also  of  Anson  County,  N.  C.  In  1854  tin?  parents 
moved  to  Mississippi  and  soon  after,  to  Arkansas, 
settling  in  the  woods  north  of  Rison,  where  the 


mother  died  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  hav- 
I iug  joined  the  same  when  thirteen  years  of:  ago. 

Mr.  Niven  was  married  the  second  time  in  1870,  and 
| died  in  May,  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  He 
' was  also  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church  for 
j many  years;  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, Culpepper  Lodge  No.  186,  Rison,  and  was 
also  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  He  was  a very 
, prominent  Mason  and  a man  well  and  favorably 
; known.  In  1874  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
j county  in  the  Legislature,  and  in  1884  he  was 
I elected  to  represent  his  district  in  the  State  Sen- 
ate. After  this  he  was  for  some  time  supervisor 
of  the  county,  an  later  still  was  probate  judge  a 
number  of  years.  During  the  war  he  seised  as  a 
: kind  of  general  commissary  to  supply  the  families 
| at  home  with  provisions.  He  was  formerly  a Whig, 

| but  later  a decided  Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

: He  was  a man  of  sober,  sound  judgment,  broad  in- 
1 telligence  and  liberal,  progressive  ideas.  His  father, 
i John  Niven,  was  a Scotchman,  but  came  to  the 
United  States  when  a young  man  and  settled  in 
North  Carolina,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty - 
; one  years.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Samuel 
; Timmons,  was  a farmer  and  died  in  North  Caro- 
! lina.  Dr.  C.  D.  Niven,  the  fifth  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, four  now  living,  grew  up  to  a farm  experi- 
: ence,  received  the  rudiments  of  an  education  in  the 
: common  schools,  and  in  1874  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Alabama,  at  Greensboro,  after  a four 
years’  course.  In  1877  he  graduated  from  Hospi- 
' tal  Medical  College,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  spent 
! about  a year  practicing  in  the  hospital  there. 

After  this,  he  was  about  a year  at  Center,  in  Cleve- 
| land  County,  and  later  located  at  Toledo,  where  he 
| remained  until  1883,  when  he  spent  about  a year  at 
j Hot  Springs.  Since  then  he  has  been  located  at 
Rison,  where  he  has  a good  practice,  is  ever  ready 
to  obey  the  call  of  all  classes,  and  is  in  truth  a 
i physician  of  thorough  learning  and  experience. 

, He  is  a member  of  the  County  Medical  Board  of 
Examiners.  He  was  married  in  1S79  to  Miss  Bet-tie 
Boycl,  a native  of  Alabama,  and  the  daughter  of 
| William  and  Elizabeth  (Worthington)  Boyd,  and 
i the  fruit  of  this  union  has  been  one  child,  a 
daughter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  were  probably  born 
I in  Alabama  and  came  to  t His  county  at  an  early 
: date.  The  father  is  still  living,  and  is  eighty-three 
i years  of  age,  but  the  mother  died  a fewT  years  ago. 
The  Doctor  has  a fine  house  in  Rison,  has  several 
dwellings,  two  good  business  houses,  a farm  of  138 
acres,  and  has  now  an  excellent  practice,  yielding 
; annually  82,000.  He  is  a Democrat  in  polities, 

1 and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  S.  J. 
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Tilden  in  1870.  He  and  Mrs.  Niven  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

J.  J.  Norton,  farmer  arid  stockman,  Hand  all. 
Ark.  Among  the  successful  agriculturists  of 
Cleveland  County  whose  merits  are  such  as  to  en 
title  them  to  representation  in  the  present  work  is. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Norton,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
is  a native  of  Lawrence  County,  Ala.,  where  lie 
was  born  in  1831,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  L.  and 
Elizabeth  (Martin)  Norton,  natives  of  Kentucky. 
The  parents  were  partly  reared  in  Tennessee,  but 
were  married  in  Alabama,  and  were  among  the  first 
sett-1  el’s  of  that  State.  They  both  died  in  Alabama, 
the  father  in  1882,  and  the  mother  in  1844.  Af- 
ter the  death  of  his  wife,  Jacob  L.  Norton  married 
again.  He  was  a successful  farmer,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  father, 
Edward  Norton,  was  killed  by  a horse  in  Tennessee, 
and  his  grandfather,  James  Norton,  was  drowned 
in  Lawrence  County,  Ala.  The  latter  served  all 
through  the  Revolutionary  AVar.  J.  J.  Norton, 
the  fifth  of  teii  children  born  to  his  parents,  re- 
ceived a fair  education  in  his  native  State,  and  in 
1852  moved  to  the  frontier  of  Texas,  where  he 
spent  about  fiteen  years  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising.  During  the  last  two  years  of  the 
war  lie  served  in  Company  E,  Twenty-sixth  Texas 
Cavalry,  and  his  field  of  action  was  principally  in 
Texas  and  Indian  Territory.  In  1807  he  returned 
to  Jefferson  County,  Ark. , and  in  1871  to  his  present 
neighborhood.  He  has  about  500  acres  of  excel- 
lent land,  lias  about  200  acres  under  cultivation, 
has  a good  residence,  substantial  barns,  outbuild- 
ings, etc. , and  is  one  of  the  foremost  farmers  of 
the  county.  He  was  married  in  1852,  before  leav- 
ing Alabama,  to  Miss  Mary  Gibson,  a native  of 
Morgan  County,  Ala.,  and  the  daughter  of  David 
and  Susannah  Gibson.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  died  in  1879.  To  this 
union  were  born  six  children,  two  sous  and  one 
daughter  now  living.  Mr.  Norton  was  again  mar- 
ried in  1882,  to  Mrs.  Martha  Gill,  who  was  born  in 
Arkansas,  and  who  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Sarah  Barnes,  of  Alabama  and  Virginia,  respect- 
ively. Her  parents  were  married  in  Bradley 
County,  Ark,  and  died  in  what  is  now  Cleveland 
County,  in  1SG7  and  1872,  respectively.  Mr. 
Barnes  was  a farmer  and  carpenter.  To  Mr.  Nor- 
ton’s last  union  two  children  were  born,  both  sons. 
Mr.  Norton  was  reared  a AYhig,  but  now  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Agricultural  Wheel,  and  although  formerly 
a Presbyterian  in  his  religious  belief,  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Mrs. 
Norton  belongs  to  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 


Rev.  John  H.  W.  Overton  was  born  in  Henry 
: County,  Ga. , and  is  a son  of  James  and  Rebecca 
(Bugler)  Overton,  the  former  of  whom  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  South  Carolina,  his  removal 
! to  the  State  of  Georgia  taking  place  after  he  had 
reached  man’s  estate,  and  there  he  was  married. 
His  wife  was  brought  up  in  Tennessee,  but  re- 
moved to  Georgia  with  her  people,  where  she  met. 

: and  married  Mr.  Overton.  After  the  birth  of  the 
; subject  of  this  sketch  they  removed  to  Lafayette 
| County,  and  after  a residence  of  ten  years  there 
they  settled  in  Marion  County,  Ala.,  where  they 
; made  their  home  for  four  years.  They  then  took 
| up  their  abode  in  Carroll  County,  Miss.,  this  being 
in  the  fall  of  1848,  and  in  October,  1S49,  they  emi- 
grated to  Arkansas  and  settled  on  the  farm  on 
which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  now  living, 
i which  was  then  in  Bradley  (now  Cleveland)  County, 
i Mr.  Overton  improved  this  farm  greatly  and 
remained  on  the  same  until  September,  1800. 
j when  he  passed  to  his  long  home  at  the  age  of 
! sixty  years.  He  had  been  a soldier  in  the  War  of 
i 1812,  was  a Democrat  in  his  political  views.  His 
wife  was  a member  of  (he  Baptist  Church,  and 
! died  in  August.  1879,  in  her  eighty-first  year.  Of 
a family  of  nine  children  born  to  them  all  lived  to 
be  grown,  but  only  two  are  now  living,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Angeline  J. 
j Lemmons,  of  this  county.  Rev.  John  H.  At . 
i Overton  was  the  seventh  of  the  family,  and  his 
early  education  was  secured  while  a resident  of  the 
j State  of  Georgia,  for  after  coming  to  Arkansas  he 
| had  no  further  opportunities  for  improving  himself. 

! In  1851  he  began  farming  for  himself  on  the  home 
farm,  continuing  until  June.  1802.  when  he  joined 
the  Confederate  army,  but  owing  to  ill  health  was 
sent,  home  in  November,  1803,  and  resumed  his 
farm  work,  a calling  which  has  since  received  his 
attention.  After  his  marriage,  which  occurred 
about  1854,  he  settled  on  the  farm  comprising  ICO 
! acres,  where  he  now  lives,  the  most  of  which  is 
1 under  cultivation,  well  improved  with  good  build- 
1 ings,  a cotton-gin  and  saw-mill.  In  1854  he  be- 
! came  converted  to  Christianity,  and  soon  after 
I united  with  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  in 
; 1872  was  ordained  an  elder  in  the  same,  since 
I which  time  he  has  given  a portion  of  his  time  to 
i ministerial  work.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Susan 
W.  Wharton,  a native  of  South  Carolina  and  a 
daughter  of  James  AY.  AA'harton,  who  came  to 
Arkansas  in  March.  1848,  and  settled  in  Jefferson 
County.  The  result,  of  this  union  has  been  a 
family  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  the 
; mother  and  three  of  her  children  being  members 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  also.  Mr.  Over- 
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ton  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  politic- 
ally is  a Jacksonian  Democrat. 

L.  Norman  I’inckard  is  another  of  the  old  and 
prominent  residents  of  Red  Land  Township,  Cleve- 
land County,  Ark.,  and  was  born  in  Heard  County, 
Ga.,  March.  10,  LS35,  and  was  ope  of  eight  children 
born  to  Thomas  C.  and  Susan  (Crane)  Pinckard, 
who  were  born  in  Georgia,  the  mother  dying  when 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  n child.  After  her 
death  the  father  married  Miss  Eliza  Robertson,  of 
Georgia,  but  ho  moved  from  that  State  to  Ran- 
dolph County,  Ala.,  soon  after,  and  in  1848  came 
to  what  is  now  Cleveland  County.  Ark.  During 
the  late  Civil  A ar  he  removed  to  the  Lone  Star 
State,  and  there  died  in  1804,  when  about  seven- 
ty-eight years  of  age.  AA'hen  a young  man  he  was 
first  engaged  in  selling  merchandise,  but  after- 
ward turned  his  attention  to  farming,  which  occu- 
pation received  his  attention  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  While  in  Heard  County,  Ga..  he  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  prior  to  his  death,  drew  a pension  for 
services  rendered  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a 
Democrat  and  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  his  second  wife,  who  also  died  in  Tex- 
as, being  a member  of  that  church.  L.  Norman 
Pinckard  was  the  youngest  child  born  to  his  fa- 
ther’s first  marriage,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Arkansas.  AA'hen  twenty  - 
one  years  of  age  he  commenced  farming  for  himself 
and  three  years  later  began  improving  his  pres- 
ent property,  which  now  amounts  to  700  acres, 
1 50  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  He  was  mar- 
ried December  10.  1856,  to  Miss  Emily  E.  Crane, 
a daughter  of  'Warren  and  Narcissus  Crane.  She 
was  born  in  Heard  County,  Ga. , December  18, 
1882,  and  her  union  with  Mr.  Pinckard  has  result- 
ed in  the  birth  of  three  children:  Thomas  W. , 

Norman  B.  (who  is  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
New  Edinburg),  and  William  H.  (who  died  when 
about  thirty-two  years  of  age.  December  20,  1888.) 
He  was  a farmer  of  Tyler  County,  Texas.  Mr. 
Pinckard,  as  well  as  his  two  sons,  are  Democrats, 
and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church.  In  Juno,  1S62,  Mr.  Pinck- 
ard enlisted  in  Col.  Fagan’s  cavalry  regiment  and 
remained  with  it  until  the  close  of  the  war,  partici- 
pating during  this  time  in  many  important  en- 
gagements, those  of  the  Price  raid  in  Missouri 
being  worthy  of  note.  Ho  was  taken  prisoner  at 
the  battle  of  Back  Bone,  and  was  kept  in  captivity 
at  Fort  Smith  for  about  two  months,  after  which  he 
succeeded  in  effecting  his  escape  and  rejoined  his 
command. 

Charles  S.  Reap  is  one  of  the  prosperous  gen- 


eral merchants  of  the  county,  and  by  superior 
management  and  many  sterling  business  qualities 
he  has  built  up  a paying  trade.  He  was  bom  in 
Fairfield  District,  S.  C.,  September  13,  1850,  and 
is  a son  of  Jonas  and  Rachel  (Gladney)  Reap,  who 
were  born  in  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina, 
respectively.  About  1859  they  removed  to  Drew 
County,  Ark.,  and  having  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade  when  a young  man,  he  followed  this  occu- 
pation in  connection  with  farming  until  he  tv  as 
killed,  in  1SG4,  when  about  fifty-five  years  of  age. 
He  was  a Democrat,  a member  of  the  Seceder 
Church,  and  by  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  ISIS, 
and  is  still  living,  he  became  the  father  of  thirteen 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  now  living:  William 

(a  farmer  of  Cleveland.  County),  Edward  (also  a 
farmer  of  this  county),  Elizabeth  (wife  of  J.  T. 
Wilson,  a farmer  of  the  county),  James  (a  farmer 
of  Bradley  County),  John  (a  farmer  of  Drew 
County),  Mary  (wife  of  Squire  Woodward,  of  Drew 
County),  Dave  (a  stock-dealer  of  Drew  County), 
Jack  (a  butcher,  of  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  ),  and  Charles 
S.  (who  was  the  twelfth  of  the  family).  The  latter 
spent  his  youthful  days  in  Drew  and  Cleveland 
Counties,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  be- 
gan life  for  himself,  being  in  the  employ  of  Dr. 
D.  H.  Thomasson,  but  soon  after  began  farming 
for  himself,  and  in  1882  purchased  a farm  of  his 
own,  and  since  1SSG  has  conducted  a mercantile 
establishment  in  connection  with  his  farm  work. 
All  Ids  property  has  been  acquired  through  his  own 
good  management,  as  when  he  started  for  himself 

o _ o 

it  was  without  means.  He  is  a man  of  sound  and 
original  views,  and  gives  every  promise  of  becom- 
ing a wealthy  citizen.  January  11,  1S83,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Melissa,  a daughter  of  AN  . L. 
Ashcraft,  a prominent  citizen  of  Cleveland  County. 
She  was  born  in  this  county  April  28,  1862,  and 
has  borne  Mr.  Reap  a son,  Lerov  Earl. 

John  AYilliam  Reed  is  a leading  citizen  of  Alil- 
ler  Township,  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  and  was 
born  in  Randolph  County.  N.  C..  November  1G, 
1824.  being  a son  of  Raleigh  and  Charity  (Phil- 
lips) Reed,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  Old 
North  State,  and  died  in  Bradley  County.  Ark.,  in 
i860  and  IS G9,  aged  sixty-six  and  sixty  -three  years, 
respectively.  They  were  married  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  there  made  their  home  until  about  1828, 
when  they  moved  to  Henderson  County.  Tenn. , 
and  in  1350  came  to  Arkansas,  and  located  in 
what  was  then  Bradley  (now  Cleveland)  County, 
and  here  resided  until  their  respective  deaths. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  his  political  views  he  was  first  a 
AA  hig,  and  then  became  a Democrat.  He  was  a 
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farmer  all  his  life,  and  reared  Lis  sons  to  this  call- 
iu",  and  as  such  they  now  continue.  John  Will- 
iam Reed  is  the  fourth  of  thirteen  children,  eight 
of  whom  are  living,  and  the  principal  part  of  his 
schooling  was,  received  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
ATier  r<  aching  his  majority  be  began  working  at 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  continuing  at  it  fifteen 
years,  and  worked  at  it  for  thirteen  years  after  com- 
ing to  the  State  of  Arkansas.  When  the  war  broke 
out  he  lost  all  the  property  he  had  accumulated 
prior  to  that  time,  arid  during  that  time  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  lias  since  been  magistrate, 
serving" in  all  twenty-two  years.  He  has  been  en- 
gaged exclusively  in  farming  since  the  war,  and  is 
the  owner  of  230  acres  of  as  good  land  as  there  is 
in  the  county.  He  has  100  acres  under  cultivation, 
all  of  which  is  the  result  of  years  of  honest  and 
persistent  toil.  In  1847  he  was  married  to  Martha 
Jane,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Polly  Teague. 
She  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  October,  1825, 
and  has  borne  Mr.  Reed  live  children:  Minerva 

(widow  of  Clan  Gibson,  is  residing  in  Cleveland 
County,  Ark.),  William  T.  (a  farmer  of  the  county), 
Emeline  (wife  of  Andrew  Clover,  a farmer  of  the 
County),  Susanna  (wife  of  John  Tavor),  and  Lewis. 
Two  children,  Millard  and  Mattie,  are  deceased. 
Mr.  Reed  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Mis- 
| sionary  Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  a Democrat  in 
his  political  views,  and  a member  of  the  Agricult- 
j ural  Wheel. 

John  R.  Ileed,  farmer  and  ginner,  Randall, 
Ark.  This  enterprising  and  much  respected  citi- 
zen owes  his  nativity  to  De  Soto  County.  Miss., 
where  his  birth  occurred,  in  1S40,  and  is  the  son  of 
Arthur  G.  Reed,  and  the  grandson  of  James  Reed, 
who  was  probably  born  in  North.  Carolina,  and  who 
came  to  Arkansas  about  1S4S.  The  latter  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Florida  War.  and  held  the  rank  of 
lieutenant.  He  died  in  Lonoke  County,  Ark., 
where  his  wife  also  received  her  final  summons. 
He  was  of  Irish  descent,  and  was  a member  of  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M.  Arthur  G.  Reed  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  in  1804,  and  was  married  in  Mississippi, 
in,  1835,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Robinson,  a native  of 
Alabama.  They  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1846.  and 
in  1847  to  Prairie  County,  now  Lonoke  County, 
where  they  resided  until  1S56.  They  then  moved 
to  Cleveland  County,  where  the  father  carried  on 
farming.  He  assisted  in  removing  the  Indians 
from  Mississippi  to  Indian  Territory.  Mrs.  Reed 
died  in  1858  and  he  in  1861.  John  Robinson,  the 
maternal  grandfather,  was  probably  born  in  North 
Carolina,  and  moved  from  there  to  Alabama.  Mis- 
sissippi and  in  1846  to  Arkansas.  He  and  wife 
died  in  Lonoke  County,  and  all  four  grandparents 


lie  buried  in  the  same  cemetery.  . Of  the  eleven 
children  born  to  his  parents,  J ohn  R.  Reed  is  fourth 
in  order  of  birth.  From  the  age  of  five  years  he 
was  reared  in  the  wilds  of  Arkansas,  with  very 
little  schooling,  and  was  married  when  nearly 
twenty-  years  of  age,  in  what  is  now  Cleveland 
County,  to  Miss  Amanda  Favor,  a native  of  Ala- 
bama. and  the  daughter  of:  Joel  and  Elizabeth 
Favor,  formerly  of  Alabama,  but  early  settlers  of 
Arkansas.  Mr.  Favor  died  in  Cleveland  County, 
in  1870,  but  Mrs.  Favor  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Reed 
died  in  1870,  leaving  tivo  daughters,  and  in  1874 
Mr.  Reed  took  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Emily 
(Whitehead)  Adams,  a native  of  Mississippi,  and 
the  daughter  of  Charley  and  Malinda  Whitehead, 
originally  from  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  re- 
spectively.  Mr.  Whitehead  died  in  Mississippi, 
and  his  wife  in  Arkansas.  Mrs.  Reed’s  death  oc- 
curred in  May,  1SS9.  She  was  the  mother  of  five 
children,  one  son  and  three  daughters  now  living. 
In  August,  1SS9,  Mr.  Reed  married  Mrs.  Martha  A. 
(Oaks)  Gage,  a native  of  Mississippi,  and  the 
daughter  of  Fletcher  Oaks.  Mr.  Reed  has  lived 
on  his  present  farm  for  five  years,  and  has  320 
acres  in  two  tracts,  100  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  is  one  -of  the  prominent  farmers  of  the  county, 
and  is  also  the  owner  of  a gin,  which  he  has 
operated  for  about  ten  years.  He  was  about  three 
years  in  the  Confederate  army,  Company  E, 
Twenty-sixth  Arkansas  Infantry-,  and  operated  in 
Arkansas,  Louisiana  and  Texas,  as  teamster.  He 
was  home  on  a furlough  at  the  time  of  the  sur- 
render. He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  Horatio  Seymour,  in  1308. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Agricultural  A heel,  and  in 
his  religious  belief  has  been  a Missionary  Baptist 
for  eighteen  or  twenty-  years. 

J.  T.  Renfrow.  merchant,  Prison.  Ark.  This 
successful  business  man  is  a native  of  what  is  now 
j Cleveland  County.  Ark.,  born  in  1852.  and  is  the 
; son  of  Rev.  Joseph  and  Elmina  (Harris)  Renfrow, 

: natives  of  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  and  born  in 
1810  and  1830,  respectively-.  Rev.  Joseph  Ren- 
frow was  married  first  in  Alabama,  and  in  1832. 
came  to  Arkansas  Post,  where  he  resided  for  some 
! time.  After  living  in  different  parts  of  Southeast 
Arkansas,  he  finally  settled  in  what  is  now  Cleve- 
land County-,  and  there  spent  the  balance  of  lus 
days,  his  death  occurring  October  10.  1875.  He 
was  a Methodist  preacher  of  considerable  distinc- 
; tiou,  and  spent  nearly  all  his  life  in  the  discharge, 
| of  his  ministerial  duties.  He  was  known  over 
nearly  all  of  Southeast  Arkansas, and  was  respected 
and  .esteemed  by  all.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
, Masons  of  the  State.  He  was  of  Scotch -Irish  de- 
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scent..  His  last  wife,  and  our  subject’s  mother, 
died  in  April,  1877.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Her  father  died  iu  Tennessee, 
and  she  came  with  her  mother  to  Arkansas.  None 
of  the  family  are  now  living.  J.  T.  Renfrow,  the 
eldest  of  three  children,  attained  his  growth  on 
the  farm,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
country  school,  and  only  attended  free  school  for 
a few  months.  He  began  for  himself  at  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age  as  deputy  cleric  of  Cleveland 
County,  was  then  deputy  sheriff  for  two  years,  and 
in  JS78  was  elected  cleric  of  the  county.  So  great 
was  his  popularity,  and  so  well  did  he  till  the  posi- 
tion. that  he  was  twice  re-elected,  and  held  the 
office  six  years  with  credit  to  the  county  and  him- 
self. He  then  established  his  present  business 
(1884),  and  is  making  a success  of  the  same.  He 
has  a line  stock  of  farming  utensils,  wagons,  etc., 
and  the  average  value  of  stock  is  about  85,000. 
He  was  married  October  15.  1879.  to  Aliss  Nettie 
Callaway,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  the  result  of 
this  union  has  been  four  children — two  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Mrs.  Renfrow’ s parents,  James 
and  Martha  Callaway,  were  born  in  Georgia,  and 
came  to  what  is  now  Lincoln  County,  before  the 
war.  Mr.  Callaway  was  a farmer  and  died  in 
Cleveland  County,  in  1876.  The  mother  is  still 
living.  Mr.  Renfrow  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  S.  J. 
Tilden,  in  1876.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. , Culpepper  Lodge  No.  186.  at  Rison,  and 
is  the  present  secretary  of  the  same.  He  and  Mrs. 
Renfrow  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Mr.  Renfrow  has  1,000  acres  of  timber  land  in 
Cleveland  County,  all  the  result  of  his  own  work, 
and  is  oue  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  county. 

Joseph  A.  Robeitson,  ,M.  D.  Medicine  is  a 
very  important  science,  and  bears  closely  upon 
the  happiness,  comfort  and  welfare  of  mankind, 
and  when  the  profession  is  properly  conducted  it 
is  one  of  the  noblest  to  which  a man  can  devote  his 
attention.  Dr.  Robertson  has  made  a good  use  of 
his  talents,  and  is  justly  accounted  a leading 
physician  of  Cleveland  County.  He  was  born  in 
Calhoun  County.  Ark.,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  J.  C.  N. 
and  Elizabeth  (Eobarts)  Robertson,  who  were  born 
in  Tennessee  and  Arkansas  respectively.  The 
father  graduated  from  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  Lniversity  of  Nashville,  Tonn..  and  in  1861  re- 
moved from  Tennessee  to  Calhoun  County,  Ark., and 
set  tled  at  Cliambersvilie,  where  he  has  since  devoted 
his  attention  to  his  profession,  and  is  now  about 
fifty-six  years  of  age.  Lpon  the  death  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  which  occurred  in  Calhoun  County 
in  1875,  at  the  age  of  thirty- six  years.  Dr.  Robert- 


son wedded  Mrs.  Hancock,  of  Tennessee,  but  he 
was  called  upon  to  mourn  her  death  in  18S0.  He 
is  a Mason,  a Democrat,  and  has  long  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  He  has 
always  been  very  successful  in  the  practice  of.  his 
calling,  and  now  travels  over  more  territory  in 
ministering  to  the  wants  of  his  patrons  than  any 
physician  in  this  neighborhood.  Dr.  Joseph  A. 
Robertson  was  born  on  August  25,  1853,  and  his 
youthful  learning  was  acquired  in  Chambersvilie 
and  Warren,  being  an  attendant  of  a pri  vate  school 
in  the  latter  place.  He  studied  medicine  first 
under  the  able  instructions  of  his  father,  but  iu 
3882-83  attended  lectures  in  the  Missouri  Medical 
College,  graduating  in  5 larch  of  the  latter  yedr. 
since  which  time  fie  has  been  an  active  and  success- 
ful practitioner,  and  Las  become  well  known 
throughout  the  county.  He  was  married  on  De- 
cember 16,  18S5,  to  Miss  Martha  Haskins,  a daugh- 
ter of  J.  W.  Haskins  of  New  Edinburg.  They 
have  two  interesting  little  children:  Esther  and 
Dean.  Mrs.  Robertson  is  connected  with  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church  and  the  Doctor  is  a Mason 
and  a Democrat. 

Willis  C.  Roebuck  has  been  identified  with 
the  mercantile  interests  of  Cleveland  County,  Ark., 
since  1887,  but  prior  to  that  time  was  an  agricult- 
urist. He  was  horn  in  Elbert  County,  Ga.,  Oc- 
tober 24,  1857,  and  is  a son  of  Robert  C.  C.  and 
Mary  F.  (Craft)  Roebuck,  who  were  bom,  reared, 
married  and, spent  the  most  of  their  lives  in  El- 
bert County,  Ga.,  dying  in  1876  and  187S.  aged 
fifty- one  and  forty -five  years,  respectively.  In  1871 
they  came  to  Arkansas  and  located  in  Jefferson 
County,  but  two  years  later  took  up  their  abode 
in  Cleveland  County.  The  father  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  throughout  life,  in  which  he 
was  quite  successful,  and  he  and  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  He  was  a 
Mason  for  many  years  prior  to  his  death,  and  in 
his  political  views  was  a Democrat,  and  for  some 
years  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  served 
throughout  the  late  war  in  the  Confederate  service, 
and  in  addition  to  being  in  the  Commissary  De- 
partment at  Savannah.  Ga..  he  was  also  an  officer 
in  the  ranks.  Of  a family  of  nine  children  born 
to  himself  and  wife,  seven  are  now  living,  and 
Willis  C.  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  The 
school  days  of  the  latter  were  spent  in  his  native 
county  of  Georgia,  and  he  learned  the  details  of 
farm  work  of  his  father,  and  to  this  occupation  gave 
his  attention  up  to  1887,  when  he  embarked  in 
merchandising  as  above  stated.  He  is  an  enter- 
prising young  man,  and  fully  deserves  the  success 
which  lias  attended  his  efforts.  His  marriage. 
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which  took  place  on  December  29.  IS  <9,  was  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Little,  a daughter  of  ltcv.  T.  B.  Lit- 
tle. of  Cleveland  County,  and  by  her  he  has  become 
the  father  of  five  children:  Thomas  35.,  Addie  F., 
James  C. . Alma  L.  and  Henry  J.  Mr.  Roebuck 
is  a member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  and  in  his 
political  views  is  a Democrat. 

II.  W.  Rogers,  ex-sheriff,  and  one  of  the  coun- 
ty’s most  prominent  men.  was  born  in  Madison 
County,  Tenn.,  a son  of  John  Rogers,  who  was 
born  in  Middle  Tennessee,  his  parents  having  re- 
moved there  from  North  Carolina  at  a very  early 
day.  They  were  tillers  of  the  soil,  and  always 
had  the  reputation  of  being  honorable,  upright 
people.  The  grandmother  live  to  be  very  old, 
over  one  hundred,  and  it  is  said  by  some  that  sire 
lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  fourteen  years  of  age. 
Her  death  occurred  in  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  she 
having  come  to  this  State  in  1849  or  1850  to  live 
with  her  children.  John  Rogers  attained  bis  ma- 
jority in  Tennessee,  and  after  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  was  married  there  to  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Brown,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  who  had  been 
a resident  of  Tennessee  from  the  time  she  was  ten 
years  of  age.  Her  death  occurred  in  1849,  at  the 
age  of  fifty  years,  she  having  become  the  mother 
of  one  child,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Soon  af- 
ter her  death  H.  W.  Rogers  started  out  in  life  for 
bhnself,  and  after  following  the  plow  in  Tennessee 
for  one  year  he  removed  to  Arkansas  in  1S4S,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1849  he  went  to  Hot  Springs  for 
his  health,  after  a short  stay  removing  from  there 
to  Bradley  County  in  1850.  where  he  opened  up  a 
small  farm  in  what  is  now  this  county,  on  the  west 
side  of  Saline  River,  In  the  fall  of  1850  he 
moved  to  Pine  Bluff,  and  engaged  in  the  manufact- 
ure of  brick,  continuing  in  the  brick  business  un- 
til the  opening  of  the  war  in  1801.  In  the  spring 
of  that  year  he  opened  a mercantile  establishment, 
but  discontinued  it  in  April  to  join  the  Confeder- 
ate army,  becoming  a member  of  Company  A, 
Capt.  Cameron's  Company  of  Infantry,  and  was 
in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  where  he  was  wounded. 
Not  being  able  to  travel  be  joined  a cavalry  com- 
pany, and  thus  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
proving  himself  to  be  a brave  and  trusty  soldier, 
and  of  great  assistance  to  the  cause  he  espoused. 
He  also  took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Chicka- 
mauga,  Thompson’s  Station,  being  first  under 
Fori est,  and  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  under 
A heeler.  After  his  surrender  in  North  Carolina 
he  returned  to  his  old  home,  and  in  this  county 
has  since  resided,  his  home  since  IS  it)  being  in 
Toledo,  at  which  time  lie  was  appointed  deputy 
sheriff  for  two  vears.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he 


sold  goods  .at  Toledo,  Ark.,  for  \V.  L.  Connor,  and 
was  also  commissioned  postmaster  at  Toledo  for 
two  years,  after  which  he  was  elected  sheriff  of 
Dorsey  (now  Cleveland)  County,  tilling  the  same 
with  success  for  three,  terms  in  succession.  In 
1880  Mr.  Rogers  began  making  a set  of  abstract 
books  of  Cleveland  County,  which  he  has  since 
completed.  W ork  is  in  progress  on  the  abstracts 
of  Dallas  County,  and  it  is  contemplated  to  make 
abstracts  of  Calhoun  County,  and  establish  an 
office  at  some  point  on  the  railroad  convenient  to 
the  three  counties,  with  branch  offices  at  the  several 
county  seats,  for  the  transaction  of  a general  ab- 
stract and  real  estate  business.  He  is  a member 
of  the  A.  F.  & A.  iNF. , Culpepper  Lodge  No.  .186, 
of  Cleveland  County,  and  has  been  a member  of 
the  same  for  many  years.  He  is  a Democrat 
through  and  through,  and  is  one  of  the  represent- 
ative citizens  of  this  section  of  the  country.  His 
maternal  grandfather  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

Alex  L.  Ross,  merchant  of  New  Edinburg, 
Ark.,  is  an  example  of  the  success  attending  hard 
work  and  honest  dealing.  He  was  bom  in  Henry 
County.  Tenn.,  September  23,  1827,  and  is  a sou 
of  William  and  Sarah  (Frazier)  Ross,  natives  of 
Kentucky  and  North  Carolina,  respectively,  the 
former’s  birth  occurring  in  1801,  and  his  death  in 
Yell  County,  Ark.,  at  the  age  of  seventy  four  years. 
His  wife’s  birth  occurred  in  1805,  and  she  also  died 
in  A'eli  County  at  about  the  same  age  as  her  hus- 
band. They  were  married  in  Henry  County, 
Term.,  and  made  that  State  their  home  until  about 
1829  or  1830,  when  they  moved  to  Gibson  County, 
Tenn.,  and  in  1850  settled  in  Arell  County,  Ark. 
They  were  successful  farmers,  and  the  father  was 
an  Old  Line  Whig  in  his  political  views.  Their 
family  consisted  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
Alex  L.  was  the  third,  but  only  live  of  this  large 
family  are  now  living.  Alex  L.  Ross  spent  his 
early  school  days  in  Gibson  County.  Term.,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years  began  farming  for  himself, 
and  on  coining  to  Arkansas  located  in  Red  Land 
Township,  Cleveland  County,  where  he  was  suc- 
cessfui.lv  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until  1888.  He 
then  formed  a partnership  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness with  A.  A.  Ross,  and  this  enterprise,  like  his 
farming  operations,  has  been  attended  with  excel- 
lent results.  He  has  always  been  of  an  enterpris- 
ing and  energetic  disposition,  and  is  a very  popu- 
lar and  highly  esteemed  man  in  the  community  in 
which  he  resides.  He  has  always  been  a Demo- 
crat in  bis  political  views,  and  in  1880  was  elected 
magistrate  of  Red  Land  Township,  and  at  the  end 
of  two  vears  was  elected  for  two  more  vears.  Jan- 
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nary  18,  ISIS,  witnessed  the  celebration  of  bis 
nuptials  with  Miss  Mary  W.  Stone,  a daughter  of 
Nicholas  C.  and  Celia  Stone.  She  was  born  in 
Robertson  County,  Tenn.,  October  30,  1833,  and 
their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  tiro  follow- 
ing-children: Mary  L.  (wife  of  John  T.  Harris,  a 
farmer  residing  near  New  Edinburg),  Paralee  W. , 
Albert  A.  (who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  busi- 
ness), William  T.  (who  is  with  Lockridge  A Bus- 
ter, of  Kiugsland),  Anna  (wife  of  Llewellyn  Jef- 
fries, a farmer  of  Cleveland  County),  Louis  C.  and 
James  0.  Zilpha  J.  died  when  eleven  months  old. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ross  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  he  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  order. 

James  T.  Rucks,  general  merchant,  Kings! and. 
Ark.  This  enterprising  and  successful  merchant 
established  his  business  at  Kiugsland,  in  3SS2,  and 
since  that  time  has  built  up  a large  trade.  He 
owes  his  nativity  to  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  where 
his  birth  occurred  in  3848,  and  is  the  son  of  War- 
ner Rucks,  a native  of  Smith  County,  Tenn.,  born 
about  3800.  The  elder  Rucks  was  married  in  his 
native  State  to  Miss  Dolly  Jane  Cardwell,  a native 
of  North  Carolina,  and  they  afterward,  in  the  thir- 
ties, removed  to  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  where  they 
were  among  the  very  first  settlers.  Their  nearest 
trading  point  was  Little  Rock,  which  was  then  a 
mere  village,  and  their  nearest  neighbor  was  four- 
teen  miles  distant.  Mr.  Rucks  was  honest,  indus- 
trious and  did  his  full  share  in  clearing  the  wilder- 
ness. He  followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  died 
in  3SG0.  His  wife  died  in  1875.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  The 
father  was  an  officer  in  the  militia  in  early  days. 
James  T.  Rucks,  the  youngest  of  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  was  reared  to  farm  labor,  and  re- 
ceived the  rudiments  of  an  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  supplementing  the  same  by  at- 
tending one  year  in  Camden.  When  about  twenty 
years  of  age  he  started  out  for  himself  as  a clerk 
in  Camden,  and  remained  in  that  capacity  for  one 
firm  for  twelve  years.  In  1879  lie  embarked  in 
mercantile  pursuits  on  his  own  account  at  Princeton, 
remained  then  until  1882,  when  he  removed  to 
Kingsland,  aud  now  is  doing  a good  business  at 
that  place.  He  was  married  in  April,  1870,  to  Miss 
Rosa  Leali,  daughter  of  Dr.  Louis  Leali  [see 
sketch].  Mrs.  Rucks  died  in  November,  38SO,  leav- 
ing one  child,  and  a son  born  to  this  union  is  also  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Rucks’  second  marriage  occurred  in 
1883,  to  Miss  Renee  Slaughter,  a native  of  Warren, 
Ark. , and  the  daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Mary 
Slaughter.  Mr.  Slaughter  was  a prominent  attor- 
ney at  Warren  and  there  received  his  tinal  sumur  -ns. 


His  widow  is  still  a resident  of  Warren,  and  is  living 
with  her  second  husband.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rucks 
have  been  born  four  children — three  sons  and  a 
daughter.  Mr.  Rucks  has  about  400  acres  of 
land,  some  of  which  is  in  Lee  County,  and  has  also 
a good  home  and  business  property  in  Kiugsland. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  principles  and  his 
first  presidential  vote  was  for  Horace  Greeley,  in. 
3872.  He  is  junior  deacon  in  the  Masonic  lodge 
No.  430,  at  Kiugsland,  and  is  also  Royal  Arch  chap- 
lain of  the  Chapter  at  that  place.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

William  B.  Sadler  is  a substantial  acquisition 
to  the  business  interests  of  Cleveland  County,  Ark. , 
and  is  the  proprietor  of  an  excellent  general  mer- 
cantile establishment  at  Rison.  He  was  born  in 
the  county  December  9,  1859,  and  is  a son  of  John 
W.  and  Charlotte  O.  (Wharton)  Sadler,  who  were 
born  in  Alabama  and  South  Carolina,  respectively, 
both  being  now  residents  of  Cleveland  County,  the 
former  sixty-five  years  of  age,  and  the  latter  fifteen 
years  younger.  They  located  first  in  Jefferson 
County,  Ark.,  in  1848,  but  for  the  past-  thirty-two 
years  have  resided  in  what  is  now  Cleveland 
County,  and  have  devoted  their  attention  to  tilling 
the  soil.  The  father  served  for  about  two  years 
during  the  late  war,  being  a member  of  a company 
of  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  during  this  time  took 
part  in  a number  of  engagements.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat, has  been  a Mason  for  forty  years,  and  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 
Of  eight  children  born  to  them,  five  are  now  liv- 
ing, of  whom  William  B.  is  the  eldest.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  Cleveland  County, 
and,  until  twenty  years  of  age  he  was  engaged  in 
assisting  his, father  on  the  home  farm,  after  which 
he  became  a salesman  in  the  mercantile  establish- 
ment of  Dr.  C.  D.  Niven,  at  Toledo,  remaining 
with  him  two  years.  He  then  embarked  in  business 
for  himself,  coming,  in  1882,  to  Rison,  and  opened 
a grocery  store,  adding,  in  3884,  a general  stock 
of  goods,  which  nets  him  a handsome  annual 
income.  He  is  a young  man  of  exceptionally  fine 
business  qualifications,  and  has  a bright  outlook  be- 
fore him.  Miss  1811a  M.  Emerson,  a daughter  of 
Aaron  Emerson,  became  his  wife  in  1888,  and  their 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  a son,  who  died 
when  an  infant,  his  name  being  Edwin  E.  Mr. 
Sadler  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  he  has  always  sup- 
ported the  Democrat  party.  Since  the  spring  of 
1887  he  lias  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  saw- 
mill business. 

Ca.pt.  James  Smith,  owner  and  proprietor  of 
the  Smith  Hotel,  Kingsland,  Ark.  There  is  noth- 
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jn<r  that  adds  so  much  to  the  prestige  of  a city  in 
the  estimation  of  a stranger  as  first  class  hotel  ac- 
commodations. First,  among  those  of  Kingsland 
is  that  owned  and  conducted  by  Capt.  Smith, 
which  has  every  convenience  to  add  to  the  ease 
and  comfort  of  the  inmates.  The  Captain  was 
horn  in  what  is  now  Lincoln  County,  in  1830,  and 
is  the  senior  by  a few'  months  of  his  native  State. 
His  father,  John  Smith,  better  known  as  “Bear 
Hunter  John,”  was  born  in  Mississippi,  was  twice 
married;  his  last  wife,  Miss  Sarah  Bowden,  being 
our  subject’s  mother,  whom  he  married  in  Louisana 
(her  native  State).  At  a very  early  day,  about 
twenty- five  years  before  the  Captain  was  born,  Mr. 
Smith  with  his  wife  and  a number  of  slaves  en- 
tered a boat-  made  by  himself,  rowed  themselves 
up  Bayou  Bartholomew  to  a point  somewhere  near 
what  is  now  Chicot  County,  landed,  and  with  their 
knives,  cut  away  the  cane  and  selected  a suitable 
place  for  a cabin.  They  opened  up  a settlement', 
and  Mr.  Smith,  afterward  returned  to  Louisiana 
for  the  rest  of  his  property,  leaving  his  family 
alone  in  the  forest,  far  from  human  habitation, 
and  was  gone  about  twenty-one  days.  Soon  after 
his  settlement  some  of  his  relatives  and  friends 
followed  and  settled  near  him,  which  made  one  of 
the  first  white  settlements  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
Mr.  Smith  was  a famous  hunter,  and  delighted  in 
ridding  the  country  of  the  wild  animals  with  which 
it  was  overrun.  He  also  attended  very  closely  to  his 
domestic  affairs,  and.  through  his  industry  and 
good  business  capacity,  became  quite  an  extensive 
laud  owner.  He  continued  to  purchase  land  and 
moved  farther  up  the  bayou  until  he  finally  settled 
about  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  below  Pine  Bluff, 
where  he  passed  his  last  days.  His  death  occurring 
in  1862.  He  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was 
with  Gen.  Jackson  at  New  Orleans.  His  second  wife 
died  about  1867,  and  was  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Church  for  many  years.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  twelve  children,  Capt.  James  Smith  being 
sixth  in  order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  in  the 
wilds  of  Arkansas,  and  as  a consequence,  received 
but  a limited  education.  At  about  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  ho  took  charge  of  his  father’s  planta- 
tion, which  he  managed  very  successfully  for  quite 
a number  of  years.  He  selected  his  wife  in  the 
person  of  Miss  Mary  Rogers,  a native  of  Georgia, 
and  was  united  in  marriage  with  her  in  1847.  Her 
parents,  James  and  Matilda  Rogers  were  natives 
of  North  Carolina,  but-  came  from  Georgia  to  what 
is  now  Lincoln  County,  Ark.,  at  a very  early  day. 
Mr.  Rogers  died  there  about  1852,  and  Ids  widow 
died  about  eleven  years  later.  The  result  of  the 
union  of  Captain  and  Mrs.  Smith  was  the  birth  of 
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nine  children,  two  sons  and  five  daughters  now 
living.  Capt.  Smith  continued  as  the  general 
superintendent  of  the  plantation  until  the  war,  and 
in  1861  joined  Company  F,  Ninth  Arkansas  In- 
fantry, and  operated  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mis- 
sissippi, Georgia  and  Alabama,  until  the  close  of 
hostilities.  He  surrendered  at  Vicksburg,  Miss. 
He  took  a prominent  part  in  the  fights  at  Belmont, 
Corinth,  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  was  all  through 
the  Georgia  and  Atlanta  Campaign,  never  receiving 
a wound.  After  the  war  he  farmed  for  a few  years 
in  Lincoln  County,  and  then  for  about  twelve  years 
was  in  the  liquor  and  merchandising  business  at 
Star  City.  His  business  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  in  December,  18S3,  he  came  to  Kingsland, 
erected  the  building  which  he  now  occupies,  and  is 
naturally  adapted  and  suited  to  the  hotel  business. 
He  has  been  a Democrat  in  his  political  views  all 
his  life,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for 
J.  C.  Breckinridge  in  1860. 

John  C.  Sparks,  farmer  and  stock- raiser,  Gray 
Woods,  Ark.  In  Franklin  County.  Term.,  in 
1849,  was  born  to  Solomon  and  Jane  (Champion) 
Sparks,  a son,  whom  we  now  take  as  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  He  was  the  eldest  of  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  four  sons  and  three  daughters  now 
living,  and  received  but  a limited  education.  He 
was  married  in  1870  to  Miss  Martha  E.  Benson, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Sarah  G.  Benson,  who 
were  originally  from  North  Carolina,  but  came  to 
Dallas  County,  Ark.,  about  1852.  and  there  re- 
ceived their  final  summons.  Mrs.  Sparks  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  and  died  in  2883,  leaving 
two  sons  and  a daughter.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Spark’s  second  mar- 
riage occurred  in  1886  to  Miss  Nannie  J.  Faueett, 
a native  of  Cleveland  County,  and  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  A.  and  Nannie  Faueett,  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  Her  parents  afterward  moved  to  Arkan- 
sas and  Mrs.  Faueett  died  in  Cleveland  County 
soon  after.  Mr.  Faueett  is  still  living  and  resides 
at  Bine  Bluff.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  late  war. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sparks  was  born  one  child,  a 
son.  After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Sparks  settled 
in  the  woods  on  his  present  farm,  which  consists 
of  1,000  acres  of  the  best  land  in  the  county.  He 
now  has  150  acres  under  cultivation  and  is  one  of 
the  most  extensive  stock-raisers  in  Cleveland  Coun- 
ty, raising  annually  about  100  head  of  cattle  and 
about  200  hogs.  In  politics  he  is  Democratic.  Mrs. 
Sparks  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr. 
Sparks’  parents  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
F ranklin  Comity,  Term.  In  1852  they  moved  to  Dal- 
las County,  Ark. , where  they  resided  for  about  ten 
years,  and  then  removed  to  what  is  now  Cleveland 
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County,  Saline  Township.  There  they  improved  a j 
good  farm  and  there  died  in  1874  and  1809,  re- 
spectively. Mr.  Sparks  was  a farmer,  and  was  justice  j 
of  the  peace  for  some  timq,  in  Cleveland  County.  ! 
He  was  in  the  Tennessee  Regiment  Infantry  dur- 
ing the  Mexican  War,  and  also  served  about  two 
years  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  late 
Civil  War  in  the  Arkansas  Cavalry.  While  at  home 
on  a furlough  he  was  captured  and  imprisoned  at  | 
Little  Rock  for  about  four  months.  His  father,  { 
Jonathan  Sparks,  was  also  a native  of  Tennessee, 
but  came  to  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  where  lie  died, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  war;  he  was  also  a fann- 
er. The  maternal  grandfather,  Randall  Cham- 
pion, was  a farmer  and  died  in  Tennessee. 

John  R.  Stewart’s  farm  of  720  acres,  is  one  of  J 
the  finest  for  successful  agricultural  purposes  to  be  j 
found  in  Cleveland  County,  and  the  manner  in  J 
which  it  ib  conducted  is  in  full  keeping  with  the 
personal  characteristics  of  the  owner,  who  is  a man  j 
of  energy,  determination  and  intelligence.  By  at- 
tending strictly  to  his  chosen  calling  he  has  done  ! 
much  to  advance  the  farming  interests  of  the  I 
county,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  extensive  ac-  | 
quaintance,  and  is  highly  respected.  He  was  born  ! 
in  Montgomery  County,  Ala.,  September  20,  1S3.3, 
and  is  a son  of  Beniah  and  Mary  Ann  (Respass) 
Stewart,  who  were  born  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 
They  were  married  there  but  afterward  moved  to  Al- 
abama, thence  to  Arkansas,  in  1 849,  locating  in  what 
was  then  Bradley  County,  now  known  as  Cleveland. 
They  were  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist. 
Church  for  many  years,  and  he  was  a life-long 
Democrat,  and  a successful  farmer,  being  a slave  j 
owner  before  the  Civil  War.  He  was  a man  strictly 
temperate  in  all  things,  and  although  he  always  j 
kept  liquor  in  his  house  he  was  never  known  to  be 
under  its  influence.  He  did  not  use  tobacco  in  any  j 
form,  and  it  is  perhaps  owing  to  these  facts  that  he 
always  enjoyed  such  excellent  health,  and  lived  to 
such  an  advanced  age.  He  came  of  Scotch-Irish 
stock,  and  died  in  Cleveland  County,  Ark. . inlSSS, 
aged  eighty-eight  years.  His  wife’s  death  alsooe-  ; 
curred  in  Cleveland  County,  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  ; 
fifty  years,  Five  of  their  nine  children  are  now  ! 
living,  John  R.  being  the  fourth  of  the  familv.  : 
His  early  school  days  were  spent  in  Alabama,  but  i 
after  coming  to  Arkansas  with  his  parents  when  ' 
sixteen  years  of  age,  he  continued  to  go  to  school  ! 
for  some  time,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  he  ; 
began  wielding  the  ferule  near  his  present  home, 
he  being  one  of  the  first  teachers  in  this  community. 
After  following  this  occupation  for  some  time,  he 
married  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  his 
labors  in  this  direction  have  met  with  the  above  ; 


mentioned  results.  In  the  month  of  May,  1861, 
he  joined  Col.  O’Neal’s  squadron  of  independent 
soldiers,  but  one  year  later  he  was  attached  to  Gen. 
Cabell’s  brigade  in  the  Second  Arkansas  Confed- 
erate Cavalry,  in  which  service  he  was  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  many  battles,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  Fayetteville,  Pine  Bluff, 
and  was  with  Price  on  his  raid  through  Missouri, 
participating  in  all  the  engagement  of  that  cam- 
paign. In  the  battle  of  Poison  Springs  he  received 
a fiesh  wound  in  the  right  leg.  and  during  the 
battle  of  Mark’s  Mill  his  house  was  utilized  as  a 
hospital.  After  the  war  his  means  consisted  of  a 
team  of  two  mules,  which  he  had  taken  to  Red 
River  bottom  for  safe  keeping,  and  with  the  desire 
to  accumulate  something  for  his  family,  and  with 
their  assistance  he  set  to  work  and  became  very 
successful  in  time.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy 
Crane,  in  1853,  a daughter  of  Warren  Crane,  her 
birth  having  occurred  in  Arkansas,  in  1835.  She 
died  in  1870.  having  borne  three  children,  two  now 
living:  John  F.  and  William  H. , who  are  success- 
ful farmers  of  Cleveland  County;  Mary  N.  was 
the  youngest  child,  and  died  when  about  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age,  the  wife  of  A.  C.  Clements,  a 
farmer,  of  Texas.  In  1871  Mr.  Stewart  took  for  his 
second  spouse,  Miss  M.ary  E.  Stephens,  wlio  was 
born  in  Georgia,  in  September,  1845,  and.  by  her 
is  the  father  of  six  children:  Cora  E. , Oscar  T., 
Anna  B.,  Bessie  L.,  Roxie  R.  and  Alice  G.  Mr. 
Stewart  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order,  and  in  his  political  views 
a Democrat. 

John  R.  Swift,  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Cleveland  County  Democrat,  Kingsland,  Ark. 
Under  the  efficient  management  of  Mr.  Swift,  the 
Democrat  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
representative  papers  of  this  part  of  the  country, 
and  although  it  has  only  been  established  since 
18S6,  he  has  proven  himself  to  be  a man  of  judg- 
ment in  directing  the  editorial  policy  of  the  paper. 
He  has  ever  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  all  public 
enterprises  calculated  to  benefit  Cleveland  County, 
and  through  the  columns  of  his  paper,  has  wielded 
no  slight  influence  in  directing  the  proper  steps  to 
be  taken  for  worthy  movements.  Mr.  Swift  owes 
his  nativity  to  Newton  County,  Ga.,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  1833,  and  is  the  sou  of  John  T. 
and  Mahala  (Pullin)  Swift,  natives  of  North  Caro- 
lina. The  parents  were  married  in  Georgia,  and 
in  1835  removed  to  Mississippi,  where  the  mother 
died  in  1805,  and  the  father  in  1867.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 
Of  the  eight  children  born  to  their  union,  John  R. 
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. was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He  was  early 
taught  the  duties  of  farm  life  by  his  father,  and  j 
received  a fair  education  in  the  common  schools,  j 
In  1S50  he  came  to  Phillips  County,  and  a few  I 
years  later  to  Monticello,  from  there  to  Chicot 
County,  thence  to  Warren,  and  finally,  in  1880,  to 
Kingsiand,  Cleveland  County.  He  spent  the  prin-  ! 
i cipal  part  of  his  life  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
different  places  until  he  came  to  Kingsiand.  when 
he  took  his  first  lesson  in  journalism.  In  1801  he  ! 
joined  Company  I,  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  ; 
operated  the  first  year  in  Virginia.  He  partici-  I 
pated  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  was  after-  | 
ward  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  until  the  close  of  i 
the  war.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh  and  j 
Murfreesboro,  and  after  that  was  on  detached  serv-  i 
ice  in  the  Post-office  Department.  He  was  at  i 
Raleigh,  N.  C. , when  Gen.  Lee  surrendered,  and 
soon  after  returned  to  Arkansas.  He  was  married  i 
in  Chicot  County,  Ark.,  in  1871,  to  Miss  Agnes,  a 
native  of  Louisiana,  and  the  daughter  of  Samuel  | 
and  Lucy  Smith,  natives  of  Maryland.  Her  par-  I 
c-nts  resided  in  Louisiana  for  many  years,  and  j 
about  1868  came  to.  Arkansas,  and  both  died  in  I 
Chicot  County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swift  was  born  j 
one  child,  a son.  In  politics  Mr.  Swift  has  been  a j 
Democrat  all  his  life.  Mrs.  Swift  is  a member  of 
the  Catholic  Church. 

James  S.  Thomas  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
an  agriculturist  by  occupation,  and  seems  by  nat 
j lire  to  have  been  designed  for  a planter,  for  he  is 
j now  the  owner  of  1,600  acres  of  fine  land,  and  has  ! 
300  acres  under  cultivation.  Ho  was  born  in 
Jones  County,  Miss.,  March  6,  1S32,  and  is  a son  J 
of  John  C.  and  Sarah  (Tarral)  Thomas,  who  were  1 
born  in  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina,  in 
1785  and  1801,  and  died  in  Cleveland  County,  j 
Ark.,  in  1861  and  1870,  respectively.  They  were  | 
married  in  West  Tennessee,  whither  they  had  come  | 
with  their  parents,  and  after  making  that  State 
their  home  for  a few  years,  they  moved  to  Missis-  j 
sippi,  and  until  1851,  resided  in  different  counties  j 
of  that  State.  At  that  date  they  moved  to  Drew 
County,  Ark.,  and  six  years  later  settled  in  what  is  i 
now  Cleveland  County,  where  they  spent  their  de- 
clining years,  both  being  members  of  the  primitive 
Baptist  Church.  The  father  was  a Democrat  in  1 
his  political  views,  and  advocated  States'  rights, 
and  while  a resident  of  Jasper  County,  Miss. , he  j 
was  a member  of  the  State  Legislature  for  fifteen  1 
years,  and  was  probate  judge  and  justico  of  the  j 
peace,  for  many  years.  Of  twelve  children  born  i 
to  him,  nine  are  now  living:  William  .(a  farmer 
and  minister  of  the  gospel  residing  in  Texas),  'j 
Susanna  (wife  of  James  Anderson,  deceased),  John 


(a  farmer  of  Drew  County,  Ark.),  Mary  (wife  of 
John  Eager,  a farmer  of  Texas),  Sarah  (wife  of 
John  C.  Covington  (a  farmer  of  Arkansas),  Julia 
Perry  (wife  of  J.  C.  Perry  resides  in  Texas), 
Martha  (wife  of  Henry  Williams,  a tiller  of  the  I 
soil  in  Texas),  Jane  Bawnds  (wife  of  Berry  Bawnd, 
resides  in  Texas),  and  James  S.  The  latter  spent 
his  school  days  in  Jasper  County,  Miss.,  and  Drew 
County,  Ark.,  and  until  he  was  twenty- four  years 
of  age,  made  his  home  with  his  parents,  and  being 
the  eldest  son  at  home,  it  became  his  duty  to 
assist  his  father  in  managing  the  home  property. 

In  1862  he  enlisted  under  Col.  Pastlaek,  in  a 
regiment  of  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  was  in  the 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  but  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  war  was  in  the  cavalry,  and  was 
with  Price  on  his  raid  through  Missouri.  While 
on  detail  duty  during  the  early  party  of  his  service, 
he  was  taken  prisoner  at  St.  Charles,  Ark.,  but 
was  only  retained  a short  time,  and  although  he 
was  taken  captive  twice  afterward,  he  was  soon  re- 
leased. After  his  return  home  he  found  himself 
without  means,  but  being  determined  to  accumu- 
late property,  and  possessing  the  constitution  to 
put  his  resolution  into  practice,  he  has  become 
one  of  the  wealthy  agriculturists  of  the  county. 
January  IS,  1857,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth, 
the  daughter  of  J.  B.  and  Mary  Ann  Fryar.  She 
was  born  in  Alabama,  in  1839.  and  died  in  1863, 
having  borne  three  children:  John  (who  is  in  the 
livery  business  in  Texas),  James  (who  is  a farmer 
of  Cleveland  County),  a child  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Jenette  (died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
June  22,  1877).  In  1866  Mr.  Thomas  married 
Miss  Bettie  Williams,  who  was  an  ornament  i 
to  society;  she  was  a daughter  of  Shebeck  and 
M.  E.  Williams.  This  wife  was  born  in  Missis- 
sippi, in  18-16,  and  died  May  20,  1884,  leaving  a 
family  of  five  children  to  mourn  their  loss:  Daniel, 
Red. Charles. Mary  S.and  Edward;  Julia  (died  when 
a child).  Mrs.  Nancy  Reepe  became  his  wife  in 
January,  18S5.  She  was  born  in  Alabama,  in 
1 S46,  and  was  the  widow  of  Richard  Reepe. 
They  have  two  children:  Ben  and  Ara.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  South,  and  he  is  a Democrat,  and 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

David  H.  Thomasson,  M.  D.,  is  an  old,  well- 
known  and  prominent  physician  of  Cleveland 
County,  Ark  . but  was  born  in  York  District,  S.  C., 
January  16,  1822,  being  a son  of  James  and  Char- 
lotte (Cozart)  Thomasson,  who  were  born  in  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina,  and  died  in  York  District, 

S.  C.,  his  father  dying  in  1848,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-two  years;  the  mother  died  in  1813, 
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aged  fifty-one  years.  James  Tlioinasson  was  under 
the  proper  age  for  enlistment  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Revolutionary  War.  During  the  progress 
of  the  war,  and  when  quite  young,  he  joined  a 
company  of  Virginia  troops,  in  which  two  or  three 
of  his  brothers  were  in  service.  Mr.  Thomasson 
and  Charlotte  Cozart  were  married  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  emigrated  to  South  Carolina  shortly  after 
marriage,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  He  was  a very  successful  farmer,  a Demo- 
crat. in  iiis  political  views,  and  he  and  wife  were 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  They 
reared  a family  of  ten  sons  to  maturity,  and  three 
of  them  are  living  at  the  present  time.  David  H. 
Thomasson  was  their  eighth  child,  and  his  school 
days  were  spent  in  the  Yorkville  (S.  C.  ) Academy, 
and  soon  after  finishing  his  literary  education  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
in  1841-42  attended  lectures  in  the  Charleston 
Medical  College,  and  in  the  year  1843  he  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  York.  He  then  practiced  his  profession 
in  Yorkville,  S.  C.,  until  1858,  when  he  came  to 
Drew  County,  Ark.,  and  was  a resident  of  Monti - 
cello  until  1872,  when  he  came  to  his  present  loca- 
tion. It  has  been  his  intention  to  retire  from  active 
practice  for  some  years  past,  but  quite  frequently 
an  importunate  patient  is  found  who  is  not  willing  to 
risk  his  treatment  to  any  but  Dr.  Thomasson,  whose 
skill  and  ability  are  well  known.  During  the  late 
war  he  was  appointed  surgeon  of  a battery,  but  on 
account  of  sickness  did  not  enter  the  service.  He 
has  many  times  been  solicited  by  his  numerous 
friends  to  become  an  applicant  for  office,  but  has 
invariably  refused.  August  1G,  1859,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Chilonus,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Bell, 
of  Carroll  County,  Miss.  She  was  born  March  10, 
1841.  and  received  her  education  in  the  Judson 
Female  Institute,  at  Marion,  Ala.  Her  father  was 
captain  of  a company  of  troops  during  the  War  of 
1812.  and  was  a participant  in  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans.  He  died  in  Choctaw  County,  Miss.,  when 
quite  advanced  in  years,  having  been  a surveyor, 
teacher  and  farmer  bv  occupation.  His  wife,  who 
was  formerly  Miss  Martha  Bean,  was  also  born  in 
South  Carolina,  and  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Dr.  Thomasson  supports 
the  Greenback  party,  although  until  1856  he  was, 
strictly  speaking,  a Jacksonian  Democrat.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  1,000  acres  of  land,  and  has 
always  been  a man  of  much  enterprise  and  public 
spirit. 

Talbot  Bulge  Tims,  M.  D.,  is  a graduate  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  State  University  of 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  is  now  a prominent  med- 


ical practitioner  of  Cleveland  County,  being  an  es- 
pecially skillful  surgeon.  He  was  born  in  Dade- 
ville,  Ala.,  September  12,  1853,  and  is  a son  of 
Reymour  Washington  and  Caroline  A.  (Talbot) 
Tims,  natives  also  of  Georgia.  The  father  was 
a farmer  in  early  life,  but  afterward  turned  his  at- 
tention to  milling,  and  was  following  this  occupa- 
tion when  he  dropped  his  work,  in  1801,  to  enlist  in 
the  Thirty-fourth  Alabama  Infantry,  Company  G, 
as  first,  lieutenant,  and  was  commanding  his  com- 
pany when  he  received  his  death  wound  at  the 
battle  of  Franklin,  his  deatli  occurring  in  the 
city  of  Nashville,  Tenn. , when  about  forty-five 
years  of  age.  He  was  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  a 
Democrat  politically,  and  he  as  well  as  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 
After  the  death  of  the  husband  and  father,  Mrs. 
Tims,  in  1870,  removed  with  her  children  from 
.Alabama  to  Arkansas,  and  located  in  Calhoun 
County,  but  is  now  making  her  home  with  her  son, 
Talbot  B.  Upon  the  close  of  the  war  it  fell  to  the 
latter  to  take  the  principal  part  of  the  burden  of 
the  family’s  support  on  his  own  shoulders,  and 
this  he  cheerfully  did,  being  engaged  in  farming 
until  18<S.  In  1875,  however,  he  commenced  de. 
voting  his  leisure  moments  to  the  study  of  med- 
icine, and  in  December,  1878,  entered  earnestly 
upon  his  studies  in  the  office  of  Dr.  W.  B.  Jones, 
at  Summerville,  Ark.,  remaining  with  him  until 
18  6),  when  he  went  to  St.  Louis  and  took  one  course 
of  lectures  i.n  the  Missouri  Medical  College  of  that 
place.  Since  that  time  he  has  practiced  his  pro- 
fession in  New  Edinburg,  but  in  1S85-86  he  at- 
tended lectures  in  Little  Rock,  graduating  March 
4,  of  the  latter  year.  He  does  an  extensive  gen- 
eral practice,  and  has  gained  considerable  fame  as 
a surgeon,  which  branch  of  his  profession  is  a 
favorite  with  him,  and  fully  deserves  the  success 
which  has  attended  his  efforts,  for  he  is  a close 
student,  and  is  very  skillful  in  the  treatment  of  the 
cases  which  come  under  his  care.  He  was  married 
on  May  25.  1881,  to  Miss  Myra  Franklin,  a daugh- 
ter of  Alfred  Franklin.  She  was  born  in  Bradley 
County,  Ark. , and  her  union  with  the  Doctor,  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children:  Frank,  Roy 
and  Neal;  Ben  died  when  about  two  years  of  age. 
The  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Tims  are  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  the  Doctor  is  a 
Master  Mason,  and  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views. 

George  L.  Tolson.  farmer,  Como,  Ark.  The 
father  of  Mr.  Tolson,  Hon.  Cary,  Tolson,  was  born  in 
Union  Couutv,  N.  C. , and  was  married  in  his'native 
State  to  Miss  Lydia  Ross,  also  a native  of  that  county. 
Iu  185  t they  moved  to  Arkansas,  settled  on  a farm 
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in  what  is  now  Cleveland  County,  and  there  passed 
, the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives,  both  dying  in  ISO. 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  and  sixty-two  years,  re- 
spectively. They  were  worthy  and  much  esteemed 
members  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  for  many 
years.  The  father  was  a farmer  and  wagon  maker 
by  occupation,  and  was  successful  in  both  pursuits. 
He  was  once  a member  of  the  North  Carolina  Leg- 
islature, from  Union  County,  and  wras  a man  of 
considerable  prominence  and  repute.  He  was  cap- 
tain of  the  militia  in  North  Carolina,  and  was 
justice  of  the  peace  for  a great  many  years.  After 
coming  to  Arkansas  he  became  a minister,  and 
preached  for  many  years.  He  reared  twelve  chil- 
dren, and  lived  to  see  all  married  but  one.  His 
thirteenth  child  died  when  young.  The  eldest  son 
and  the  fourth  were  killed  in  the  Confederate  army. 

I The  former  was  in  Company  D,  Second  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  and  was  killed,  accidentally,  at  Grand 
Junction,  Tenn.  The  other,  James  Pinckney,  was 
in  Company  C,  Second  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  was 
i killed  at  Murfreesboro.  George  L.  Tolson  was 
born  in  Union  County,  N.  C.,  in  February.  1833. 

; received  a limited,  education  on  account  of  ill 
health,  but  by  his  own  individual  efforts,  since 
growing  up,  has  become  a well -posted  man.  He 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade  while  young,  and  in 
1857  came  with  His  parents  to  Arkansas.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1861,  he  married  Miss  Louisa,  daughter  of 
Elias  and  Lucy  Biggers,  natives  of  North  Carolina. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Biggers  lived  in 
Anson  County,  N.  C. , and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.  They  died  when  Mrs.  Tol- 
son was  six  years  of  age,  and  within  a few  days  of 
each  other.  Mr.  Biggers  was  a farmer.  Mrs. 

| Tolson  was  born  in  Anson  County,  N.  C.,  and  by 
her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  eleven  children, 
oue  son  and  five  daughters  now  living.  The  first 
year  after  marriage,  Mr.  Tolson  resided  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  and  since  then  in  what  is  now  Cleve- 
land Coun  tv,  and  since  1880  on  his  present  farm. 
He  is  the  owner  of  800  acres  of  land,  with  about 
eighty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  is  engaged  in 
raising  stock,  principally  cattle.  He  worked  a 
number  of  years  at  the  blacksmith's  and  carpenter’s 
trades,  and  also  ran  a gin  for  some  years.  He  was 
justice  of  the  peace  for  several  years.  In  1861 
he  joined  Company  D,  Ninth  Arkansas,  Infantry, 
as  lieutenant,  and  after  about  six  months  resigned,  at 
Bowling  Green,  Ivy.,  on  account  of  ill  health.  In 
March,  1862,  he  joined  Company  D,  Second  Ar- 
kansas Cavalry,  as  sergeant,  and  operated  in  Ten- 
nessee and  Mississippi.  He  was  in  the  battle  of 
Corinth,  Hatchie  River,  Black  Island.  Brownsville 
and  many  severe  skirmishes.  Ho  was  in  about 


seventeen  engagements  in  all,  and  was  taken  sick 
at  Grand  Junction,  Tenn.,  soon  after  his  brother’s 
death.  In  the  winter  of  1862  he  was  captured, 
six  miles  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  by  Gen.  Fish,  j 
but  was  at  once  paroled  on  sick  bed.  After  recov- 
ering. he  came  home,  and  has  since  been  engaged  j 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  been  a Democrat  j 
all  his  life,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  for  | 
Breckinridge,  in  1860.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  for  about  seventeen  j 
years.  His  great-grandfather,  Dougal  Boss,  was  | 
born  in  Rowan  County,  N.  C.,  and  died  in  Union 
County  of  that  State.  He  was  of  Scotch  descent,  j 
and  was  a successful  farmer.  He  served  seven  J 
years  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  first  as  a private,  ! 
and  then  made  cartridges. 

William  Trucks,  farmer,  Ivedron.  Ark.  There 
is  probably  no  man  within  the  limits  of  Bradley 
County  who  is  deserving  of  more  credit  for  the  in- 
terest he  has  taken  in  its  behalf  than  Mr.  Trucks, 
and  the  facts  here  presented  indicate  to  a more 
than  ordinary  degree  the  relations  he  has  borne  to 
the  county’s  development.  He  was  born  in  Bibb 
County,  Ala.,  in  1824.  and  is  the  son  of  George 
and  Sarah  (Johnson)  Trucks,  the  former  born  and 
reared  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  in  Tennes- 
see, where  they  were  married.  From  there  they 
emigrated  to  Alabama,  where  the  father  died  dur- 
ing the  war  and  the  mother  afterward.  The  j 
father  was  a farmer  and  carpenter  by  occupation, 
and  was  a man  of  considerable  ability  and  good, 
sound  judgment.  He  was  a soldier  in  one  of  the  ! 
early  Indian  wars.  Both  he  and  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church.  Of  the  fifteen  chil- 
dren born  to  their  union,  fourteen  lived  to  be 
grown,  but  only  two,  William  and  a brother,  are  j 
now  living.  Three  were  killed  in  the  same  battle 
while  serving  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  one  | 
returned.  William  Truck’s  time  in  early  youth 
was  divided  between  assisting  on  the  farm  and  in 
attending  the  common  school,  where  he  received  a | 
fair  education.  He  was  married  in  1849  to  Miss  I 
Margaret  Walker,  who  was  left  as  an  orphan  when 
quite  young  and  was  reared  by  her  grandfather, 
Coddingham.  She  was  a native  of  Bibb  County, 
and  by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  ten 
children,  six  now  living:  John  D.,  Marion.  Sarah 
(wife  of  William  Meeks),  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Will- 
iam England),  Mary  E.  (wife  of  S.  A.  Toleson), 
and  Mattie  (wife  of  James  England).  In  1850 
Mr.  Trucks  came  to  Arkansas,  settled  in  his 
present  neighborhood,  and  just  before  the  war  set- 
tled on  his  present  farm.  Ho  at  one  time  owned  j 
about  600  acres,  but  after  giving  his  children. each  1 t 

a good  home  still  has  considerable  left.  He  : I j 
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served  about  a year  in  the  Confederate  army  iu 
Capt.  Ingram’s  company  of  Arkansas  Infantry, 
and  was  at  Little  Rock  when  it  was  captured.  In 
politics  be  has  been  a Democrat  all  bis  life,  with 
the  exception  of  a short  time  after  the  war,  when 
be  voted  with  tbe  Republican  party.  Re  has  been 
a member  of  tbe  Baptist  Church  from  youth,  and 
is  one  of  tbe  honored  and  much  respected  citizens 
of  tbe  county. 

William  K.  Yarn  ell,  farmer,  Toledo,  Ark. 
This  prominent  and  very  successful  agriculturist 
owes  bis  nativity  to  Shelby  County,  Ala. , where 
his  birth  occurred  in  1820,  and  is  the  son  of  Jesse 
and  Margaret  (Dixon)  Yarnell.  both  natives  of  Yir- 
ginia.  Air.  Jesse  Yarnell  was  born  in  1784,  was 
married  in  Tennessee,  and  he  and  wife  afterward 
removed  to  Alabama,  and  in  1840  to  Piue  Bluff, 
where  they  remained  one  year.  From  there  they 
removed  to  Saline  River,  in  what  is  now  Cleveland 
County,  settled  in  the  wilderness,  improved  a good 
farm,  and  there  the  mother  died  some  years  before 
the  war.  She  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Mr.  Yarnell  died  at  our  subject’s  bouse 
in  1871.  He  was  a prominent  farmer,  and  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Cleveland  County.  He  cut  a 
road  from  Pine  Bluff  to  his  settlement  when  the 
woods  swarmed  with  panthers,  bears,  wildcats, wolves, 
deer,  etc.,  and  was  quite  a prominent  hunter.  The 
nearest  post-office  was  then  at  Pine  Bluff,  and  the 
nearest  mill  above  Pine  Bluff.  They  would  cross 
tbe  streams  hr  loading  the  wagons  on  logs  tied  to- 
gether,  and  then  swim  the  horses  across.  If  they 
were  delayed  long  their  families  ate  powdered  corn 
until  their  return  from  mill.  Preaching  was  a 
rarity,  and  only  occurred  at  long  intervals,  at  the 
private  houses,  as  public  schools  were  unknown. 
'What  education  the  children  received  was  taught 
them  by  the  parents  at  home.  William  K.  A'ar- 
nell  was  the  youngest  of  nine  children,  four  now 
living:  John  D.,  Ciaborne,  Malinda  (wife  of  Fran- 

cis Harrison  (deceased),  and  William  K.  The  lat- 
ter attended  school  about  nine  months  in  Alabama 
and  about  three  months  in  Arkansas,  and  that  was 
the  limit  of  his  educational  advantages.  From  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  was  reared  in  the  wilds  of  Arkan- 
sas, and  distinctly  remembers  the  wild  state  of  the 
country  at  that  time,  and  that  there  were  hunting 
bands  of  Indians  in  the  country.  He  was  married 
about  IS 50  to  Miss  Rebecca,  daughter  of  James 
Williams,  and  a native  of  Saline  County,  Ark. 
Air.  Williams  was  an  early  settler  of  Cleveland 
County,  where  he  died  before  the  war.  He  had 
previously  resided  in  Central  Arkansas.  Mrs.  Yar- 
nell died  in  185],  about  six  months  after  her  mar- 
riage, and  in  JS55  Mr.  Yarnell  took  for  Lis  second 


| wife  Miss  Eliza  Lane,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and 
| the  daughter  of  Willis  and  Sarah  Lane,  natives  of 
Tennessee.  From  there  her  parents  moved  to 
i Craighead  County,  Ark.,  thence  to  what  is  now 
i Cleveland  County,  in  the  forties.  Both  died  here. 

I Mrs.  Yarnell  died  iulSOl.  She  became  the  mother 
| of  four  children,  only  two  daughters  living:  Fran- 
i ces  (wife  of  John  Hobson),  and  Mary  Emeline  (wife 
j of  James  Akins).  Mr.  Yarnell’ s third  marriage  oc- 
| curred  in  1804,  to  Miss  Susan  Hall,  who  died  in  j 
I 1869,  leaving  one  daughter,  Ellen  (wife  of  John 
! Gorman).  Mrs.  Yarnelf  s parents,  John  and  Mary 
Hall,  were  also  natives  of  Tennessee,  and  came  at  \ 
an  early  day  to  ibis  part  of  Arkansas.  In  1870 
Mr.  Yarnell  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Ash- 
I craft,  the  daughter  of  Morton  Ashcraft,  a native  of 
j South  Carolina,  who  came  to  Arkansas  at  a very 
early  day,  and  was  drowned  in  the  Saline  River 
! while  keel-boating,  some  years  before  the  war. 

: Mrs.  Yarnell  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  died 
; January  18,  1889.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight 
’ children,  seven  now  living:  Clark.  Julia,  Susan, 

J Florence,  Nola  and  Dora  (twins),  and  the  latter  de- 
i ceased),  Anna  and  Roxanna.  When  first  married 
Air.  Yarnell  settled  near  the  present  site  of  Rison, 
improved  a farm,  and  from  there  moved  to  Yar- 
nell’s Point,  where  he  improved  another  farm,  and 
j there  remained  until  1854.  He  then  moved  to  his 
j present  location,  and  now  has  about  240  acres  of 
j land,  with  100  acres  under  cultivation,  all  the  re- 
suit,  of  his  o,\vn  industry.  He  served  four  years  in 
the  Confederate  army  during  the  late  war,  in 
Company  D,  Second  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  oper- 
j ated  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Mississippi.  He 
, fought  at  Belmont.  Shiloh,  siege  of  Adcksburg.  etc. 

1 Soon  after  tbe  fall  of  the  last-named  place  he  was 
discharged  on  account  of  age,  and  returned  home. 

| In  October,  1803,  be  joined  Company  D,  Second 
| Arkansas  Cavalry,  of  Gen.  Fagan’s  command,  and 
was  in  the  lights  at  Poison  Springs,  Mark’s  Mill, 
Jenkins’  Ferry,  Camden,  etc.  He  surrendered  at 
| Marshal],  Tex.  In  the  fall  of  1804  he  was  made 
lieutenant,  which  position  he  held  until  the  close. 

He  was  never  captured  nor  wounded,  and  served 
from  April,  1801,  to  May  1,  1805.  In  politics  he 
has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life.  He  is  a member 
: of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  now'  of  Culpepper 
: Lodge  No.  180,  at  Rison,  and  has  held  various 
offices  in  the  same.  He  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason, 
belonging  to  a Chapter  at  Ivingsland.  He  is  captain 
; of  the  Host  at  present,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Agricultural  Wheel.  His  first  and  last  wives  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  his  second 
; and  third  wives  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
j Church. 
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Leonard  A.  Waldrop,  sheriff'  and  collector,  To- 
ledo. Ark.  Mr.  Waldrop,  the  popular  sheriff'  and 
collector  of  Cleveland  County,  though  born  in 
Chattooga  County,  0a..  in  1839,  has  resided  here 
since  1809,  and  the  confidence  which  the  people 
have  in  him  is  therefore  intelligently  placed,  for 
they  have  had  every  opportunity  to  judge  of  his 
character  and  qualifications.  His  parents.  Hiram 
G.  and  Nellie  (Pitts)  Waldrop,  were  both  natives 
of  South  Carolina,  the  father  born  in  1805  and  the 
mother  about  1810.  They  were  wedded  in  their 
native  State,  and  in  1837  moved  to  Georgia,  where 
Mrs.  Waldrop  died  about  1849.  She  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Waldrop  was 
married  twice  afterward,  and  about  1867  came  to 
Calhoun  County,  Ark.,  where  his  last  wife  died. 
He  then  came  to  Cleveland  County  and  resided 
with  his  son, Leonard  A.,  until  his  death. which  oc- 
curred in  1870.  He  served  a short  time  in  the 
Confederate  army,  and  was  a well-to-do  farmer 
until  after  the  war.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  for  many  years.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Golden  Waldrop,  was  of  Irish  descent, 
and  died  in  South  Carolina.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Asa  Pitts,  who  went  from  South  Carolina 
to  Georgia,  where  he  died,  was  a successful  agri- 
culturist. Leonard  A.  W aldrop,  the  sixth  of  nine 
children  born  to  bis  parents,  like  the  average 
country  boy,  assisted  on  the  farm  and  attended  the 
common  country  school  until  grown.  The  prin- 
cipal part  of  his  education  was  received,  however, 
by  studying  nights,  after  the  war.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1859  to  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Patrick 
Carmicael,  who  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  but 
who  is  now7  living  in  Georgia.  Mrs.  Waldrop  was 
born  in  the  last-named  State,  but  died  in  Bradley 
County,  Ark. , in  18/0.  She  became  the  mother 
of  five  children,  four  now  living.  Mr.  Waldrop's 
second  marriage  was  in  1871. to  Mrs.  Sallic*  Crane, 
daughter  of  J7  Word,  born  in  South  Carolina. 
Her  parents  both  died  in  Cleveland  County,  Ark. 
To  Mr.  Waldrop’s  second  marriage  were  born  six 
children — four  sons  and  two  daughters.  In  1861 
Mr.  AValdrop  enlisted  in  Company  D.  Nineteenth 
Georgia  Infantry,  was  in  the  Virginia  army,  and 
held  nearly  all  the  offices.  In  1863  he  was  made 
captain,  which  position  he  held  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  was  in  nearly  every  leading  engage- 
ment in  which  the  Virginia  army  took  part,  was 
also  sent  South  and  assisted  in  the  siege  of  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.,  and  Ocean  Pond,  Fla.  He  was  in  Stone- 
wall Jackson’s  command  until  after  the  death  of 
that  general,  and  was  then  with  Gen.  Lee.  After 
the  second  Manassas  light  he  was  left,  sick,  was 
captured,  but  after  a few  days  succeeded  in  making 


his  escape  and  joined  his  command.  He  was 
wounded  five  or  six  times  during  the  war,  and  at 
the  time  of  the  surrender  was  in  Georgia.  From 
there  he  went  home',  and  in  I860  came  to  what  is 
now  Cleveland  County,  settled  near  New  Edin- 
burg, where  he  now  has  a good  farm  of  200  acres, 
with  sixty- five  acres  under  cultivation.  He  settled 
and  improved  three  farms  near  there.  He  served  a 
short  time  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  1886  was 
elected  sheriff  and  collector  of  Cleveland  County, 
and  re-elected  in  1 88S  by  a largely  increased  ma- 
jority. During  Mr.  Waldrop’s  administration  oc- 
curred the  only  capital  conviction  and  execution  in 
the  history  of  t he  county — that  of  Hugh  Blackman, 
for  murder,  in  1888.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
but  was  formerly  a Whig,  and  bis  first  presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  President  Fillmore  in  1856,  when 
but  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  a charter  member  of  Kingsland 
Lodge, organized  by  Mr.  AValdrop  and  a few  others, 
and  is  also  a member  of  Kingsland  Chapter,  filling 
the  second  office  in  the  Chapter,  and  is  junior  war- 
den in  Blue  Lodge. 

AA’illiain  H.  Watts,  farmer,  Bison,  Ark.  Mr. 
Watts  was  originally  from  Union  County,  N.  C. . 
where  his  birth  occurred  in  1841,  and  is  the  son  of 
Capt.  Davis  W.  and  Mary  B.  (Timmons)  Watts, 
natives  of  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina  re- 
spectively. The  parents  resided  in  North  Carolina 
for  some  time,  and  then  moved  to  Chesterfield  Dis- 
trict, S.  C.,  where  the  father  died  in  1858.  The 
mother  died  about  1885,  in  full  communion  with 
the  Baptist  Church.  Air.  AVatts  was  a well-to-do 
farmer,  and  was  captain  of  the  militia  at  an  early 
day.  His  father,  Isaac  AVatts,  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  and  after  marriage  came  to  the  United 
States,  settled  in  North  Carolina,  and  there  died 
some  time  in  the  forties.  He  was  a farmer.  Our 
subject’s  great-grandfather’s  name  was  also  Isaac 
AVatts  and  he  spent  the  latter  part  of  his  days  in 
North  Carolina.  John  Isaac  Timmons,  the  mater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
parentage,  and  died  in  Chesterfield  District,  S.  C. 
He  was  a farmer  and  merchant  by  occupation. 
AVilliam  H.  AVatts,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
the  second  of  eleven  children  born  to  bis  parents. 
He  was  reared  to  farm  life,  received  a rather  lim- 
ited education  in  the  common  schools,  and  after 
the  death  of  his  father  was  obliged  to  assist  in  sup- 
porting the  family.  As  bis  parents  and  grandpar- 
ents were  successful  agriculturists,  it  was  but 
natural  perhaps  that  when  starting  out  for  himself 
he  should  select  this  as  his  calling  in  life.  In 
1861  he  joined  Company  H,  of  Gen.  Hindman’s 
i Legions  of  Infantry,  and  operated  in  Kentucky. 
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Tennessee,  Mississippi.  Arkansas  and  Missouri. 
He  was  wounded  at  Shiloh,  came  home,  but  a few' 
months  later  joined  Company  A,  Nineteenth  Ar- 
j kansas  Infantry,  and  operated  in  Arkansas,  Louis- 
iana and  Texas.  He  participated  in  the  lights  at 
Jenkins’  Ferry,  Arkansas  Post,  etc.  He  held  the 
rank  of  orderly  sergeant  for  some  time,  and  the 
last  eighteen  months  was  drum  major  of  the  bri- 
gade. Pie  surrendered  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  in  May 
3865,  after  which  he  returned  to  Arkansas,  and  was 
: married  in  what  is  now  Cleveland  County,  on 

March  26,  1800,  to  Miss  Sarah  L.  Sinclair,  daugh- 
ter of  Calvin  and  Sarah  (AlcXei!)  Sinclair,  natives 
of  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina, respectively. 
Her  parents  were  married  in  Mississippi,  where 
Mrs.  AVatts  was  born,  and  in  1S59,  they  came  to 
| what  is  now  Cleveland  County.  There  Mr.  Sin- 
: clair  died  in  1875,  and  his  widow  in  1886.  She  was 

; ■ a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  AVatts  were  born  eight  children,  two  sons  and 
five  daughters  living:  Sail ie  I.  (wife  of  Sidney 
Rogers),  Mary  J.  (wife  of  Frank  Kindall),  Maggie 
F. , Ada,  Thomas,  Nora  (deceased),  Olive  and  Jo- 
i soph.  The  first  year  after  marriage  Mr.  AVatts 
i lived  in  Jefferson  County,  but  moved  from  there  to 
Cleveland  County  in  ISTP.  and  settled  on  his  pros- 
i ent  farm.  He  is  the  owner  of  320  acres  with  about 
100  acres  under  cultivation,  all  the  result  of  his 
own  efforts.  In  his  political  views  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democrat  party,  and  his  first  presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  Horace  Greeley  in  1812.  He  was 
| justice  of  the  peace  for  two  years,  and  filled  that 
position  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He 
; is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Culpepper 
Lodge  No.  186  atRison,  is  a member  of  the  Wheel, 
and  he  and  wife  have  been  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Church  for  twenty  or  twenty-five  years. 

Isaac  B.  AA'illiams.  This  respected  citizen  of 
Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  is  a native  of  the  county 
in  which  he  now  resides,  his  birth  having  occurred 
November  1 i,  1853.  He  is  a son  of  H.  L . and 
Eliza  (Smith)  AA’illiams,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Alabama,  and  moved  to  Arkansas  in 
1850,  opening  a woodland  farm  where  Rison  is 
now  situated.  During  the  struggle  between  the 
North  and  South  he  served  in  the  Confederate 
Cavalry,  and  was  captured  in  1863  and  confined  in 
; Rock  Island  Prison  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  died  on  his  way  home  at  Cairo.  111.  His  wife 
died  in  October.  1889,  aged  sixty-one  years,  and 
both  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  Isaac  B.  AA’illiams  was  the  third 
of  their  seven  children  and  is  the  only  one  of  the 
family  now  living,  the  rest  dying  in  infancy  and 
childhood.  A\  hen  ten  years  of  age  he  was  forced 


by  circumstances  to  begin  the  battle  of  life  for 
himself,  and  for  several  years  found  if  very  diffi- 
cult to  make  his  way  in  the  world,  but  bv  enter- 
prise, push,  and  a determination  to  succeed,  his 
career  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  successful, 
and  he  is  now  accounted  a leading  citizen  of  the 
county.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  until  1883, 
when  he  opened  a general  mercantile  establish- 
ment, which  he  has  since  successfully  conducted, 
and  by  his  many  worthy  business  qualities  he  has 
won  a liberal  share  of  public  favor.  His  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  McMurtrey  was  celebrated  in  1881, 
she  being  a daughter  of  Col.  E.  L.  McMurtrey,  and 
by  her  he  has  three  children:  Hartwell,  Kathleen, 

and  Roscoe  fwho  died  when  three  years  of  age). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  AA'illiams  are  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  a supporter  of 
Democratic  principles. 

John  Adams  AVilson,  farmer,  Rison,  Ark.  Mr. 
AAhlson  is  a native-born  resident  of  this  county,  his 
birth  occurring  in  White  Oak  Township  in  1856,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  successful 
young  agriculturists  to  be  found  in  the  same.  His 
parents,  John  S.  and  Louisa  (Shell)  AVilson.  were 
natives  of  Alabama,  born  in  1826  and  1829,  re- 
spectively. Both  came  with  their  parents  to  Ar- 
kansas, when  young,  were  married  in  what  is  now 
Grant  County,  and  settled  near  where  our  subject 
now  lives.  Air.  AA  ilsondied  in  1884  and  his  widow 
in  1886.  Both  were  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church  for  many  years.  Air.  AA’ilson 
started  a poor  boy.  but  by  industry  and  economy 
became  a very  successful  farmer.  He  filled  the 
position  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  a number  of 
years,  and  during  the  late  war  he  served  about  six 
months  in  the  Confederate  army  with  Capt.  Por- 
ter, in  the  Arkansas  Cavalry.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Alasonic  fraternity.  Brushy  woods'  Lodge.  His 
father,  John  AA’ilson,  was  one  of  the  earliest  pio- 
neers in  this  part  of  Arkansas,  -where  he  passed  his 
last  days.  He  was  of  Scotch -Irish  descent.  The 
maternal  grandfather,  Adam  Shell,  was  an  early 
settler  of  what  is  now  Grant  County,  where  he  died. 
He  was  born  in  East  Tennessee,  and  there  remained 
until  coming  to  Arkansas.  John  Adams  AA  ilson 
was  the  second  of  eight  children  born  to  his  par- 
ents, six  of  whom  are  now  living,  and  all  in  Cleve- 
land Countv.  Being  early  taught  the  duties  of 
farm  life  by  his  father,  it  was  but  natural  that,  when 
starting  out  for  himself,  he  should  engage  in  that 
as  his  chosen  calling  in  life.  His  marriage  nup- 
tials were  celebrated  in  1878  with  Aliss  Emma 
Brown,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  the  daughter  of 
Morgan  and  Ann  Brown,  natives  of  Georgia.  Her 
parents  came  to  Cleveland  County  in  1867.  and 
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1 here  the  father  died  about  1877.  The  mother  is 
-I  ill  living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVilson  were  born 
six  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters  now  liv- 
ing. Air.  AVilson  has  100  acres  of  good  land,  and 
he  and  wife  have  been  members  of  the  Cumber 
land  Presbyterian  Church  for  a number  of  years. 

John  A.  AYynn  has  been  a resident  of  Cleve- 
land County,  Ark.,  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and 
bis  example  of  earnest  and  sincere  endeavor  to  suc- 
ceed in  life  is  well  worthy  the  imitation  of  all, 
especially  in  the  occupation  of  farming.  He  was 
born  in  Harris  County,  (la..  February  12,  1834, 
and  he  is  a son  of  Thomas  H.  and  Temperance  C. 
(Huff)  AA'ynu,  who  were  born  in  Baldwin  County, 
Ga. , and  the  Edgefield  District.  S.  C. , in  1801  and 
181-4,  respectively.  They  were  married  in  Harris 
County,  Ga.,  and  moved  from  there  to  Alabama, 
then  back  to  Georgia,  and  finally  located  in  Chatta- 
hoochee County,  where  the  father  passed  from  life 
in  1861,  having  been  a successful  farmer  through- 
out life.  After  his  death  his  widow  removed  to 
Butler,  Taylor  County,  Ga.,  and  there  passed  from 
life  in  1881.  They  were  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  the  Primitive 
Baptist  Church,  respectively,  and  their  union  re  I 
suited  in  the  birth  of  five  children,  all  now  living, 
of  whom  John  A.  was  the  eldest.  The  names  of 
the  others  are:  Daniel  H.  (a  school-teacher  of  the 

county),  Mary  (wife  of  S.  F.  Rucker,  a merchant 
of  Thomaston,  Ga.),  Irene  F.  (wife  of  C.  G.  Og-  j 
burn,  a merchant  of  Butler,  Ga.),  and  Adelaide,  | 
(wife  of  Richard  Hinds,  a merchant  of  Butler,  Ga. ).  j 
John  A.  AA'ynn,  spent  his  school  days  in  Harris  ! 
County,  Ga.,  and  Auburn,  Ala.,  and  in  these  | 


places,  after  attaining  a suitable  age,  he  gave  his 
| attention  to  farming,  which  occupation  has  re- 
ceived his  attention  ever  since,  with  the  exception 
i of  the  time  spent  in  the  army.  In  May,  1802,  he 
joined  the  Forty-sixth  Georgia  Confederate  In- 
j fantry,  wuth  which  he  served  until  the  surrender  at 
I Greensburg,  N.  C. , in  May,  1865,  and  during  his 
I term  of  service  he  'was  in  a number  of  engage- 
ments, among  which  may  be  mentioned:  Jackson, 

: (Miss.),  Chiekamauga,  Big  Black,  Franklin  and 
j Nashville.  He  was  also  in  the  Atlanta  campaign, 
but  was  never  wounded  or  taken  prisoner.  At  the 
j close  of  the  war  he  commenced  farming,  continu- 
| ing  in  his  native  State  until  1875,  when  he  came 
: to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Lee  Township,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  a 'tine  farm,  of  which  100  acres  are 
under  cultivation.  In  18S2  he  was  elected  to  the 
j office  of  magistrate  for  two  years,  and  was  one  of 
; the  prime  movers  in  establishing  the  post-office  at 
j Orlando,  of  which  his  wife  was  put  in  charge.  He 
was  first  married  in  February,  1806,  to  Aliss  Mag- 
gie Bussey,  a daughter  of  F.  S.  and  Dimny  Bussey, 
but  she  died  in  Georgia,  in  1873,  having  borne 
two  children : Ella  (who  is  the  wife  of  Luther 

Carmical,  a farmer  of  Cleveland  County),  and 
Blanche  (at  home).  In  February,  1875,  he  took 
for  his  second  wife  Aliss  Helen  M.  Duncan,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Ally  Duncan.  She  was  also 
born  in  Georgia,  and  has  borne  Air.  AA'ynu  three 
sons:  Thomas  D.,  Robert  D.  and  John  F.  Air. 

AA’ynu  is  a Democrat,  a Alasou,  and  a member  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  while  his  wife  be- 
longs to  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
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Ouachita  County — The  Ouachita  Valley — De  Soto,  Fa  hue  and  the  Nunns—  Ecore  a Fabue  and 
Camden,  on  One  Site  and  Two  County  Seats— River  and  Railway— A Commercial  Capi- 
tal and  Other  Centers— In  Times  of  War,  More  Soldiers  than  Voters — 

Before  the  Judge— Educational— Religious— Biographical. 


She  shakes  the  rubbish  from  her  brow, 

And  seems  to  have  renew’d  her  charter’s  date.  — Dry  den. 
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EARLY  half  of  the  State 
of  Arkansas  lies  south  of 
the  river  bearing  her  name, 
and  between  that  river  and 
the  southwestern  corner, 
where  the  Red  River  makes 
a comparatively  slight  de- 
c0"  £ cl!  i '■') * " i Serf  lour  into  the  Stale  around 
" a single  county,  is  a vast 
region  from  the  rich  mountains  on 
*V:  Y the  Indian  Territory  line  to  almost 

within  one  county  of  the  Mississip- 
pi River  in  the  southeast  that  is 
drained  by  the  Ouachita(or  Washita ) 
River.  It  is  a region  of  vast  diver- 
sity, from  the  mountains  and  springs 
of  world -wide  fame  along  its  upper 
course  to  the  cotton -fields  and  bay- 
ous near  the  Louisiana  line;  from 
the  pines,  oaks  and  cypress  which 
bristle  thick  over  its  surface,  to  the 
various  varieties  of  ores  locked  in 


its  bosom;  from  the  rich  hot  bottoms  swarming 
with  black  humanity  in  the  luxuriant-  cotton,  to  the 
cool  arid  picturesque  mountains,  springs  and  val- 
leys of  a uniquely  cosmopolitan  place — Hot  Springs, 
a winter  resort  for  the  North,  a summer  resort  for 
the  South,  and  an  asylum  for  the  invalids  of  all  the 
world. 

A little  below  the  middle  of  this  valley  and  sur- 
rounding the  head  of  its  navigation  is  a county 
bearing  the  name  of  the  river.  It  embraces  about 
1 20  square  miles,  rather  regular  in  form,  except  - 


; ing  a deeply  indented  east  boundary,  due  to  the  river 
j and  the  Two  Bayou  * forming  a junction.  The  little 
i Missouri  River  forms  part  of  its  northern  boundary, 

| and  Clark  and  Dallas  on  the  north,  Calhoun  on  the 
! east,  Lniorr  on  the  south,  Columbia  on  the  south 
and  west,  and  Nevada  on  the  west,  are  her  sur- 
; rounding  sister  counties.  The  Ouachita  River. 

. with  a course  somewhat  east  of  south  forms  part  of 

- the  eastern  boundary,  and  cuts  off  nearly  the  novrh- 
i east  quarter  of  the  county.  This  quarter  is  of  a 
| level  character,  and  includes  a bottom  of  from  four 
j to  six  miles  width  along  the  east  bank  of  the  river. 

i On  the  west  bank  are,  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
1 river’s  course,  precipitated  bluff’s,  deeply  cut  by 
picturesque  ravines,  and  these  highlands  stretch 
; rather  rollingly  westward,  with  a tendency  to  grow 

- more  rough  to  the  north  and  to  the  south  more 
level.  The  highest  parts  of  the  county  are  toward 

! the  northwest,  while  the  bottoms  are  the  lowest. 

The  Ouachita,  of  course,  is  the  largest  stream.  It 
I receives  from  the  northeast  part,  in  order  of  size, 
j Tulip  Creek,  Two  Bayou,  and  Freo  Creek,  while 
from  the  west  comes  Little  Missouri  River,  with  its 
White  Oak  tributary,  Smackover  Bayou,  Two 
I Bayou,  Ecore  a Fabre  Bayou  and  French  Creek, 

! with  less  important  streams,  all  ' flowing  chiefly 
i toward  the  Ouachita  River.  The  soil  is  very  deep 
I and  is  chiefly  red  clay  and  sandy  ridges  scattered 
j irregularly  over  the  county.  The  bottoms,  which 
1 are  overflowed  in  winter,  have  a white  clay  of  good 
1 quality  for  bricks,  while  the  second  bottom- is  of  a 
i rich  loamy  soil.  Red  sand  bowlders  are  the  only 

♦Two  I’ayou  is  so  named  because  of  its  double,  formation. 
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stone.  A brown  coal  is  found  in  the  west  and 
northwest  near  the  surface  in  places,  and  from  25  to 
100  feet  beneath.  The  Garnett  mines  about  four- 
teen miles  northwest  of  Camden  have  been  worked, 
and  the  clays  found  there  are  of  good  quality. 

Undoubtedly  the  first  product  of  the  county  is 
at  present  cotton,  but  the  cutting,  dressing  and 
shipping  of  yellow  pine  comes  a close  second. 
White  and  red  oaks  and  hickory,  with  red  gums, 
cypress,  etc.,  on  the  lowlands  are  also  largely 
handled.  Aside  from  the  old  local  saw-mills,  the 
timber  was  not  touched  nni.il  the  completion  of  the 
‘‘Cotton  Belt”  and  the  Iron  Mountain  Branch 
Railways  in  18S2,  since  that  time  large  milling 
plants  have  arisen  and  are  still  arising  along  the 
railways,  thus  confining  this  industry  largely  to  a 
belt  of  about  two  and  a half  miles  on  each  side  of 
the  railways,  except  in  cases  where  tramways  reach 
out  farther.  These  plants  often  employ  large  num- 
bers of  white  and  colored  hands  and  many  teams, 
while  sawing,  planing,  kilning,  store,  office,  tramway 
and  other  outfits  constituting  them,  often  make  a 
fair- sized  village  in  themselves.  Among  the  leading 
plants  now  in  operation  are  the  Eagle  Mills  at  the 
post-office  and  station  bearing  that  name,  the  Cot- 
ton Belt  Lumber  Company  at  Bearden,  the  M.  A. 
Johnson  Lumber  Company  at  Evans,  the  Oscar 
Rowley  Mills  on  the  Camden  branch  of  the  Iron 
Mountain  Railway,  the  Landeker  Mills  at  Lilley, 
the  Schwartz  and  other  mills.  More  are  in  prospect. 

Aside  from  cotton,  corn,  oats,  peas,  potatoes 
and  vegetables  are  grown,  but  not  to  the  extent 
that  careful  irrigation  and  culture  would  soon 
prove  they  could  be.  The  same  might  be  said  of 
fruits;  peaches,  plums,  apples  and  grapes  only  need 
intelligent  cultivation  and  attention  to  equal  the 
best.  Stock  is  chiefly  imported,  although  a great 
deal  of  ordinary  grade  for  home  purposes  is  raised. 
That  care  and  attention  in  this  line  will  also  yet 
show  unlooked-for  results,  there  is  no  doubt.  The 
time  will  come  when  mixed  farming  will  replace 
complete  dependence  on  cotton,  and  a new  agricult- 
ural career  will  begin. 

This  region,  however,  is  both  old  and  new — the 
ancient  home  of  Mound-Builders  and  the  rich 
hunting  ground  of  Indians  in  t lie  middle  ages. 
When  the  G enoese  mariner,  Columbus,  supported 
by  Spam,  was  discovering  our  continent  a few  hun- 
dred miles  to  the  south  of  us,  four  centuries  ago. 
the  Indians  that  roamed  the  Ouachita  Valley,  little 
dreamed  that  there  was  such  a being  as  a “ pale- 
face upon  the  earth.  The  little  papooses,  how- 
ever, fastened  to  the  squaws'  backs  then  were  des- 
tined, fifty  years  later,  to  witness  their  race  guid- 
ing a frilled  and  furbelowed  Spanish  nobleman  and 


his  company  along  the  Ouachita  banks,  or  canoeing 
them  past  the  Camden  wharf  in  mute  wonder  at 
the  dazzling  white  strangers.  This  was  Fernando 
De  Soto,  whose  return  from  his  upper  Arkansas  ex- 
plorations led  him  down  the  Ouachita  River,  in  the 
autumn  of  1541.  Whether  ho  crossed  Washington 
Street,  wholly  unconscious  that  here,  just  threc- 
centuries  later,  was  to  spring  up  a queen  city  of 
the  valley,  or  passed  in  a canoe  and  gazed  up  at 
the  steep  red  bluffs  below  Ira  Nunn’s  home.  and. 
wondered  how  Martin  Luther's  agitation  m Ger- 
many was  going  to  affect  the  church  in  his  old 
Spanish  home — these  things  we  do  not  know,  but 
we  do  know  that  he  passed  on  down  toward  the 
great  river  he  discovered,  intending  to  go  on  to 
Havana,  where  his  faithful  wife  was  waiting  live 
long  years,  doomed  to  hear  of  his  burial  in  the 
bosom  of  his  great  river,  and  herself  follow  him  in 
a few  days  after  the  sad  news  reached  her.  Before 
lie  reached  the  Mississippi  on  this  Ouachita  route, 
however,  he  speut  the  winter  of  1511-42  at  an  In 
dian  village  somewhere  within  the  bounds  of  Union 
County.  The  name  given  to  the  village  was  Auti- 
amque. 

Within  the  next  fifty  years  or  more,  according 
to  the  Jesuit  missionary,  Gravier,  there  was  on  the 
Ohio  River  an  Indian  nation  called  the  Arkansa 
Nation,  who,  in  the  changes  that  took  place,  re- 
moved down  the  Mississippi  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  that  in  1673  was  given  their  name,  and 
formed  a village.  Some  of  their  tribes,  notably 
the  Quapaws,  took  possession  of  the  Ouachita  val- 
ley. and  the  rest  of  the  region  south  of  the  Arkan- 
sa  River.  This  was  the  situation  when  Marquette, 
a Frenchman,  made  his  famous  first  map  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  in  1073,  and  marked  them  ac- 
cording to  the  French  spelling  of  the  way  the  name 
sounded.  Ouachita  is  also  an  Indian  name  spelled 
after  French  sounds. 

Nine  years  later,  of  course,  La  Salle  claimed 
the  Mississippi  Valley  for  the  French.  Then  over 
a hundred  years  pass  before  any  interest  seems  to 
be  aroused  in  the  Ouachita  Valley.  In  1799  the 
first  grant  of  land  in  it  is  made  to  the  Baron  de 
Bastrop.  Very  soon  after  and  during  the  next 
twenty  years  French  hunters,  traders,  trappers 
and  settlers  began  to  arrive,  and  held  friendly  re- 
lations with  the  Quapaws.  They  located  chiefiy 
about  French  Port  and  the  head  of  navigation. 
Among  those  around  French  Port  were  the  La 
Boeufs,  La  Fogles,  Montrois  and  a few  others. 
At  the  head  of  navigation  was  one  Fabre,  and 
the  landing  here  was  called  Ecore  a Fabre,  that  is. 
Fabre’ s Bluff.  This  became  a trading  point  at  once. 
Bv  1818  settlers  had  become  so  much  interested 
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that  the  Qnapaws  were  led  to  cede  to  the  United 
States  all  of  south  “Arkansas  County,”*  except 
a reservation  in  the  east.  Then  more  were  scat- 
tered throughout  the  new  tract,  and  boats  came  up 
to  Ecore  a Fabre.  Less  French  came  and  more 
Americans  from  the  east  Soul  hern  States.  An- 
derson and  Richard  Tate  located  above  Fabre’ s 
Bluff.  Fabre  was  either  dead  or  gone  early  in  the 
twenties  for  Jesse  B.  Bowman  a hunter  with  his 
son  and  daughter  occupied  the  log  cabin  at  the 
landing,  and  his  son-in-law,  Richard  McAllister, 
lived  near  the  site  of  the  big  railway  iron  bridge. 
One  named  Magnus,  also  lived  above  Ecore  a Fa- 
bre, while  Coram  Miller,  and  a few  others,  chiefly 
hunters,  lived  below  on  the  river.  Of  course  the 
present  county  had  been  Ecore  a Fabre  township 
of  Hempstead  County,  probably  ever  since  the  lat- 
ter was  created,  December  15,  1818. 

In  1824  the  Qnapaws  ceded  their  reservation 
in  the  south  part  of  the  territory,  which  had  been 
given  the  name  of  their  nation — the  Arkansas — and 
settlement  was  again  given  an  impetus.  John 
Nunn  and  a brother,  from  Georgia,  concluded  to 
run  a line  of  boats  up  the  Ouachita  to  Fabre’ s 
Landing,  and  pole  the  freight  up  to  near  Wash- 
ington, the  brother  having  charge  of  the  boat  and 
the  Washington  end  of  the  route,  and  John  Nunn, 
controlling  at  Ecore  a Fabre.  This  was  taken  up 
on  John’s  arrival  in  1824.  His  family  consisted 
of  himself,  wife  and  four  children:  Eliza,  Ira, 
Samuel  and  John,  of  whom.  Ira.  now7  a resident  of 
Camden,  and  — excepting  two  or  three  colored 
men — the  oldest  citizen  of  Ouachita  County,  is  the 
only  one  living.  Mr.  Nunn  lived  in  an  old  hut, 
between  his  son’s  present  home,  opposite  Stinson’s 
jewelry  store,  and  the  old  Opera  Hall,  the  first 
year,  while  he  was  building  the  old  log  residence 
in  which  his  now  venerable  son,  Ira,  has  spent 
nearly  three  quarters  of  a century,  and  which  is 
the  oldest  building  in  Ouachita  County.  The  old 
house — mansion  in  its  day — stands  perched  upon 
the  bluff  to  the  right  at  Camden,  where  the  “Cot- 
ton Belt”  Railway  crosses  Washington  Street, 
shelved,  as  it  were,  to  make  way  for  the  new  Cam- 
den that  is  beginning  a new  career.  It  would  be 
well  if  it  might  be  long  preserved  as  a historical 
landmark.  Mr.  Nunn,  although  but  a child  then, 
remembers  the  boat  “ Natchitochie,”  as  coming  to 
Ecore  a Fabre  in  1824,  and  in  1825,  his  uncle’s 
boat,  “The  Enterprise,’'  began  her  trips.  Dur- 
ing the  next  lew  years  occasional  bands  of  Choc- 
taws under  “ Le  Bum  ” and  his  son,  “ Chelfo,” 
would  hunt  here  and  raise  a crop  or  so  of  corn. 
They  were  always  peaceable,  and  left  the  county 
* ft  was  created  a enmity  of  Missouri  Territory  December  .’31, 


early  in  the  thirties,  when  the  Eastern  Indians 
were  passing  through.  The  old  “ Quapaw  Trail,” 
from  Pine  Bluff  to  the  Red  River,  passed  below 
Camden.  Mr.  Nunn  recalls  his  coming  into  the 
yard  one  day,  when  a child,  and  seeing  au  Indian 
“brave”  out  in  the  rain  yelling  and  slashing  the 
air  with  his  knife;  he  was  informed  that  the 
“brave”  took  this  method  of  stopping  the  storm. 

Among  others  who  came  in  during  the  next 
few  years  were  the  Campbells,  Pughs,  Smiths, 
"Wad kins,  Sloans.  Pattersons  and  others.  The  “ On- 
tario ’ ’ and  tb  e “ St.  John”  were  later  boats.  Travel 
up  to  Washington  by  this  route  was  heavy  up  to 
about  1833,  when  for  the  next  ten  years,  the  opening 
of  the  Red  Rjver  raft  caused  a falling  off.  Settle- 
ment, began  back  from  the  river  about  1836,  and 
there  was  a very  continuous  influx  down  to  the 
war,  especially  from  1845  down.  lJeople  held 
their  land  by  right  of  common  consent.  Proba- 
bly no  entries  were  made  before  1836,  and  cer- 
tainly the  only  ones  made  before  I840f  were  by 
John  G.  Morris,  J.  G.  Gill,  Lewis  Randolph, 
Henry  Hays,  Richard  Tate,  John  T.  Jones.  J.  H. 
Pearce,  Campbell  & A Volf,  Christopher  Strong, 
and  Gwiiin  & Davis.  Jones  being  the  largest  en- 
terer,  and  all  in  1836-37.  By  far  the  greater 
number  of  entries  were  made  in  the  fifties. 

The  earliest  justices  were,  in  order,  Richard 
Tate,  John  Nunn  and  Hiram  Smith.  The  first 
store  was  at  Ecore  a F ubre  Landing,  by  one  Fargo, 
of  Monroe.  .La. , about  1830.  The  first  corn-mill 
was  Mr.  Nunn’s,  and  the  first  saw-mill  was  on 
Ecore  a Fabre-  Bayou,  about  two  miles  from  Cam- 
den. and  owned  by  Green  B.  Hughes.  The  first 
steam-mill  was  started  on  the  bayou  early  in  the 
forties  by  Nat.  Richmond,  and  the  first  water-mill 
was  about  twelve  miles  west  of  Camden,  erected 
early  in  the  forties.  Ecore  a Fabre  was  the  first 
and,  as  Camden,  the  only  town  in  pre-railway 
times. 

Five  years  after  the  Nunns’  arrival  at  Fabre’ s 
Bluff  a new  county  was  formed  called  Union,  on 
November  2,  1820,  by  the  Sixth  Territorial  Legis 
lature,  and  the  act  was  approved  of  Gov.  John 
Pope,  the  next  last  of  the  Territorial  governors, 
on  that  day,  a day  which  witnessed  the  creation 
of  five  counties  by  means  of  his  signature,  namely: 
Union,  Pope,  Monroe,  Jefferson  and  Hot  Springs. 
This  new  county,  Union,  embraced  old  Ecore  a 
Fabre  Township,  and  was  the  eighteenth  in  order 
of  erection.  By  the  time  it  was  organized. t.  how- 
ever, it  had  but  640  inhabitants,  and  even  at  the 
end  of  ten  years  had  only  2,889.  The  whole  ter 

tAs  shown  by  the  Camden  land  ofliee  records. 
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rilorv  though  had  hut  30.38S,  when  Union  had 
(HO.*  It  was  decided  that  Ecore  a Fabre  Landing- 
should  be  the  county  seat,  and  an  old  log  building 
“ under  the  hill”  was  first  used,  and  the  second 
from  1831-32,  on  a site  near  the  rear  of  Proctor’s 
furniture  store,  was  the  real  first  courthouse,-  a 
gift  of  John  Nunn — a sort  of  place  of  rendezvous, 
rather  than  a fixed  location  of  county  offices,  as 
the  latter  were  portable.  John  T.  Cabeen  was  the 
first  clerk,  and  John  Black,  Jr.,  the  first  sheriff 
and  assessor.  These  were  the  first  officers — all 
that  seemed  necessary.  During  1830  the  courts 
were  held  at  Jeremiah  Smith’s  for  some  reason, 
but  only  for  about  a year.  Then,  of  course,  when 
Ecore  a Fabre  Township  was  erected  into  Oua- 
chita County  in  1842,  Eldorado  became  Union's 
county  seat,  the  details  of  which  may  be  found  in 
the  sketch  of  that  county. 

In  order  to  indicate  the  proportion  of  county 
officers  of  that  period  who  were  residents  of  what 
is  now  Ouachita,  the  list  is  here  given: 

The  judges — John  Black,  Sr.,  1830-32;  CL  B. 
Hughes*.  1832—33;  Hiram  Smith*,  1833-35: 
Charles  FI.  Seay.  1835-30;  Thomas  Owens.  1836- 
38;  W.  H.  Wise,  1888-  40,  and  Joel  Tatum*, 
1840-42. 

In  the  clerk’s  office  were  J.  T.  Cabeen,  1829— 
30;  Benjamin  Gooch*,  1830-33;  J.  K.  Moore*, 
1833-35;  W.  L.  Bradley*  1835-38,  and  A.  G. 
Hill,  1838-42. 

Sheriffs— John  Black.  Jr.,  1829-32;  J.  H. 
Cornish,  1832;  on  beyond  the  creation  of  Ouachita. 

Treasurers  — C.  H.  Seay,  1836-38;  A.  Scar- 
borough, 1838-40,  and  A.  Madera,  on  as  above. 

Coroners—  Alex  Beard,  1830-32;  John  Hogg, 
1832-33,  and  J.  N.  Henry*,  1833,  on. 

The  other  officers  were  Union  County  men. 
The  records  of  these  days  are  still  preserved  at 
Eldorado,  the  second  and  permanent  seat  of  jus- 
tice of  Union,  when  Ecore  a Fabre  and  its  name 
gave  way  to  a new  county  and  a new  county  seat. 

During  this  scarcely  more  than  decade  so  many 
counties  arose  that,  on  November  29.  1842,  when 
Gov.  Archibald  Yell  affixed  his  name  to  the  bill, 
which  the  Fourth  Legislature  had  sent  to  him,  he 
found  the  new  county  of  Ouachita  to  be  the  forty- 
fourth.  Its  capitol  was  directed  to  he  William  L. 
Bradley’s,  the  step-father  of  Mr.  Ira  Nunn,  who 
then  lived  in  the  old  Nunn  house  before  men- 
tioned, at  the  foot  of  Washington  Street.  Here 
they  organized  in  1813.  with  William  Hickman, 
judge;  Philip  Agee,  clerk;  II.  Dews,  sheriff;  W. 
L.  Bradley,  treasurer;  J.  VC  Smith,  coroner,  and 
C.  G.  M.  Priam,  surveyor.  It  is  unfortunate  that, 

* Residents  of  what  is  now  < umehitn  < 'minty. 


in  the  fire  of  December  19,  1875.  over  thirty  years 
of  records  were  totally  destroyed,  so  that  little 
more  than  the  memory  of  early  settlers  can  furnish 
data  on  this  subject.  The  remarkable  memory  of 
Mr.  Ira  Nunn,  however,  has  proved  of  excellent 
service. 

In  1843  Commissioners  Woodard,  Foster  and 
Hickman  were  appointed  to  select  a county  seat — 
a matter  of  no  difficulty  as  Fabre’ s Landing  was 
certain  to  be  chosen.  Mr.  Nunn  offered  a square — 
now  partly  occupied  by  the  new  Bry  Brothers’ 
Block — a frame  two- story  house  (4(3x40)  for  a 
court-house, t and  a dozen  or  more  lots.  This 
was  accepted,  and,  as  the  old  name  was  so  subject 
to  popular  corruption,  Gen.  Woodard  suggested 
that  Ecore  a Fabre  be  replaced  by  the  old  South 
Carolinan  city’s  name  —Camden.  It  was  agreed 
to  and  the  plat  made  to  embrace  about  a half  by  a 
quarter  mile  on  both  sides  of  Washington  Street. 
The  old  two-story  frame  court-house,  that  faced 
on  Washington,  served  until  about  1857,  when  it 
was  burned.  From  that  time  until  about  1859 
private  log  houses  were  used,  but  at  that  date  a 
two- story  brick  of  the  same  dimensions  was  erected 
in  the  center  of  the  square  at  a cost  of  over  83,000. 
This,  after  a service  of  about  sixteen  years,  was 
burned  on  the  morning  of  December  19,  18  <5, 
with  all  its  contents.  Since  that  date  rented  places 
have  been  used  a long  period,  but  the  waiting  is 
now  rewarded  with  a magnificent  piece  of  brick 
architecture,  that  crowns  an  eminence  on  a half- 
square  facing  Harrison,  Jackson  and  Jefferson 
Sheets,  and  from  whose  towers  and  minarets,  the 
vision  may  sweep  the  broad  valley  for  miles.  This 
will  probably  be  completed  about  November  J , 
1890,  at  a total  cost  of  probably  over  840,000.  It 
is  of  pressed-brick,  of  unique  architectural  propor- 
tions, and  of  granite  foundation,  and  when  finished 
will  be  one  of  the  finest,  buildings  in  the  Ouachita 
Valley — a worthy  landmark  of  its  head  of  naviga- 
tion. The  old  square  has  been  sold,  and,  for  the 
present,  the  old  caged  wooden  jail  is  made  to  com- 
fort criminals. 

The  earliest  record  is  as  follows:  “Be  it  re- 
membered that  at  a regular  term  of  the  county 
court  within  and  for  the  county  of  Ouachita,  in 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  begun  and  held  at  the 
clerk's  office  in  the  town  of  Camden,  the  county 
seat  of  said  county  of  Ouachita  (the  court-house 
having  been,  on  the  ■morning  of  the  19th  of  De- 
cember, A.  D.  1875,  destroyed  by  lire),  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January,  A.  D.  1876,  it  being  the  time 
prescribed  by  law  for  holding  said  court,  and  being 
the  3d  day  of  said  month  of  January,  A.  D.  13  <6, 
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and  present  and  presiding  the  Hon.  James  M. 
Stinnett,  county  judge,-’  etc.  This  was  December 
19,  1875,  and  on  the  following  day  a citizens’ 
meeting  was  called,  and  a committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  rebuilding  on  the  old 
j walls.  These  were  Hon.  J.  T.  Bearden,  chairman; 
Henry  Morrell,  L.  E.  Dawson,  E.  Moseley,  C.  H. 
Stone,  II.  G.  Bunn,  Gr.  IV.  Brown  and  \Y.  Bross. 

As  there  are  no  existing  records  previous  to 
this,  the  changes  in  township  organization  can  not 
be  given.  The  present  townships,  seventeen  in 
number,  are:  Behestian,  Bridge  Creek,  Bradley, 
Bragg.,  Carroll,  Cleveland,  Ecore  (a),  Fabre  in 
which  Camden  is  located,  Freo.  Jefferson,  Lafay- 
ette, Liberty,  Marion,  Red  Hill,  Smackover  in 
which  is  situated  Stephens,  Union,  Valley  and 
Washington.  These  have  grown  in  a half  century 
from  old  Ecore  a Fabre  Township  of  Union 
County. 

Her  finances  have  kept  up  with  her  develop- 
ment. The  total  amount  of  land  taxed  is  41.1,- 
750.70  acres  at  8063,245,  with  city  lots  (2,538)  at 
$404,573,  and  railway  real  estate  at  $333,899.30, 
making  a total  of  $1,401,717.30.  The  personal 
property  for  1889,  when  there  were  3,140  polls, 
was  1,893  horses  at  $75,312;  12.103  neat  cattle  at 
$78,495;  1,713  mules  at  $113,974;  3,774  sheep  at 
j $3,925;  16,458  hogs  at  $23,370;  1,149  carriages, 
etc.,  at  $30,859;  452  watches  at  $10,446;  103 
pianos  at  $12,0S0;  $183,555  in  merchandise;  in 
manufactured  articles,  $109. 5S5;  8187,468  in  mon- 
eys, etc.;  $7,560  in  bonds,  etc.;  $7,310  in  other 
credits,  and  8260,099.87  in  other  property,  mak- 
ing a total  personal  of  $1,104,038.87.  and  a grand 
total  of  all  assessments  of  $2,505,756.17.  The 
taxes  levied  were  85,011.49,  a 2-mill  State  general; 
a 1-mill  sinking  fund  (State)  of  $2,505.81,  and  a 2- 
mill  school  fund  of  85,011.49.  while  the  county 
general  of  3 mills  was  $7,517.22;  the  2-mill  court- 
house fund,  $5,011.51,  and  the  district  school  tax, 
$1  1,795.81.  Camden  had  a 5-mill  general  of 
$3,704.33,  and  a 2.V  bond  interest  of  81,882.13, 
with  Stephens  at  a 5-mill  general  of  $433.53. 
The  cash  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year 
in  .1889  was  $5,612.70,  with  $4,428.50  outstand- 
ing warrants;  the  year’s  expenses  were  $15,312.  *5. 
and  the  receipts  were  $17,526.55,  with  $2,214.  70 
in  outstanding  warrants  on  June  30,  1890.  The 
court-house  balance  was  $6,439.95,  and  the  56 
school  districts  had  $11,712.11  on  hand. 

The  population  has  made  great  strides  at  two 
different  periods,  namely,  the  last  decade  and  that 
immediately  preceding  the  war.  In  1850  there 
were  9,591;  in  1860  the  number  was  12,936,  of 
which  8,457  were  white;  in  1870  it  stood  still  at 


12,975,  with  a less  proportion  of  white,  7,511,  and 
a larger  number  of  negroes;  in  1880  it  fell  to 
11,758,  of  which  6,253  were  colored,  and  but 
5,504  white;  but  in  1S90  it  springs  up  to  the  high- 
est'. 17,164.  There  were  but  94  and  84  foreign 
horn,  respectively,  in  1870  and  1880. 

The  vote  in  1888  was  as  follows:  1 for  Fiske, 
the  Prohibition  presidential  candidate;  67  for 
Streeter,  the  Labor  candidate;  1,165  Republican 
votes  for  Harrison;  and  1,303,  the  Democratic  poll 
for  Cleveland.  The  vote  of  188S  on  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  was  1,385  to  1,072  for  it,  and 
the  liquor  license  vote  of  the  same  year  was  1,839 
to  665  in  favor  of  license. 

The  societies  of  a general  county  membership 
have  been  successfully  supported.  The  Farmers’ 
Alliance  and  its  predecessors  have  kept  up  an  or- 
ganization. The  Ouachita  County  Medical  Society 
lias  succeeded  in  effecting  a larger  society  of  a 
district  character,  into  which  it  was  merged  for  a 
short  time,  but  now  retains  its  own  organization. 
The  Ouachita  Valley  Fair  Association,  John 
Ritchie,  president,  was  organized  January,  1890, 
with  a capital  of  $25,000,  and  is,  at  this  writing, 
making  extensive  preparations  for  a fair  to  beheld 
on  their  sixty-acre  tract,  one  and  one-half  miles 
south  of  Camden,  on  the  Cotton  Belt  Railway. 
An  Immigration  Society  had  an  existence  also  for  a 
time. 

The  county  has  been  well  represented  in  public 
affairs  in  almost  every  department  of  activity.  C. 
C.  Scott  was  an  associate  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  1848,  while  G.  A.  Gallagher  and  Isaac 
Strain  served  also  as  special  chief  justices. 

In  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  .1861,  A. 
IV.  Hobson  was  their  delegate.  In  1864  R.  T. 
Turner  and  Ralph  Seats  represented  them,  and 
in  1868,  James  P.  Portis  and  Nathan  N.  Rawlings, 
while  Elijah  Moseley  and  H.  G.  Bunn  were  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  of  1874. 

Hiram  Smith  represented  Union  (now  in  Oua- 
chita) in  the  territorial  council  of  1833.  and  A.  J. 
May,  alternating  with  W.  L.  Bradley,  were  Union 
County  Representatives  in  the  first  State  Legisla- 
ture of  1336-38.  Ecore  a Fabre  Township  fur- 
nished Hogan  Moss  as  Representative  from  Union  in 
1838,  and  Hiram  Smith  in  1840.  Then  in  1844-45, 
Ouachita  had  her  own  Representative,  William  Fos- 
ter. In  1846  there  wereB.  W.  Pearce  in  the  Senate, 
and  Thomas  Woodward  in  the  House;  in  1848-49 
A.  A.  Stith  and  E.  A.  Warren  were  in  the  House,  of 
which  the  latter  was  Speaker;  in  1850-51,  were  A. 
S.  Hue}  in  the  Senate,  and  T.  Armstrong  and  T. 
Woodward  in  the  House;  in  1852-53,  tire  same 
Senator,  and  J.  T.  Bearden  and  J.  I>.  Rump  in 
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|]K>  House;  in  1854-55,  J.  H.  Seoggin,  Senator, 
an(l  0.  H.  Thorn  and  W.  S.  Wade  in  the  House; 
in  185(4-57,  the  same  Senator,  and  X.  S.  Graves 
and  S.  T.  Abbott  in  the  House;  in  1858-59,  S.  T. 
Abbott  and  J.  B.  Thrower  in  the  House;  in  1800- 
01-02,  C.  H.  Thorn  in  the  House;  in  1802,  E.  H. 
AY  hi  I field  in  the  Senate,  and  Henry  N.  Furr  in  the 
House;  in  1864-05,  \Y.  H.  Harper,  Senator,  and  G. 
\V.  Neill,  Representative;  in  the -Confederate .Leg- 
islature of  1804,  E.  H.  Whitfield.  Senator,  and  H. 
N.  Furr,  House;  in  1806-67,  John  R.  Fellows, 
Senate,  and  B.  F.  Riddick.  House;  in  1808-69,  J. 
P.  Portis,  Senator,  and  N.  X.  Rawlings  and  W. 
H.  Wright.  Representative;  in  1871,  J.  T.  Elliott, 
Senate,  and  I).  E.  Jenkins  and  M.  A.  Fricks, 
House;  in  1873,  Senator  the  same,  and  H.  A.  Milieu 
and  C.  Thrower  in  the  House:  in  Baxter's  session 
of  1874,  H.  G.  Bunn,  Senator,  and  H.  M.  Pure- 
foy  and  J.  A.  Ainslev,  Representatives;  in  1874-75, 
C.  Thrower,  Senator.  J.  B.  Rumph  and  W.  F. 
Avera,  Representatives:  in  1877,  Senator  the  same, 
and  W.  F.  Avera  and  L.  W.  Matthews,  Represen- 
tatives; in  1879,  John  T.  Bearden  and  O.  A. 
Greening,  in  the  House,  the  former  as  Speaker:  in 
188 i,  O.  A.  Greening  and  B.  F.  Riddick,  in  the 
House;  in  1883,  R.  E.  Salle  and  J.  N.  Scales,  in 
the  House:  in  1885,  W.  F.  Avera  and  T.  J.  Babb, 
Representatives;  in  1887,  J.  M.  Meek,  Senate, 
and  S.  Q.  Sevier  and  J.  C.  Marshall.  House;  in 
1889,  Senator  the  same,  and  J.  W.  Juniel  and  T. 
J.  Babb,  Representatives. 

In  Congress  Ouachita  has  Lad  two  citizens:  E. 

A.  Warren  in  1853-55  and  in  1837-59,  and  J.  T. 
Elliott  in  1869,  vice  James  Hinds,  deceased. 

Her  own  local  officers  are  as  follows:  County 

judges — "William  Hickman,  1843-44;  A.  J.  Ruth- 
erford, 1844-46;  Thomas  Woodward,  1846-48, 
James  Hicks,  1848-50;  Robert  Jordan,  1850-54; 
Hogan  Moss,  1854-60;  A.  W.  Bacchus,  1860-66; 
J.  M.  Stinnett,  1866-68;  J.  G.  Alexander,  1868— 

72; , 1872-74;  J.  M.  Stinnett,  1872-78; 

Isaac  Newton,  1S78-S2;  J.  L.  Richardson,  1882- 
84;  William  Cox,  1884-88:  and  J.  M.  Stinnett, 
1888-90. 

Clerks — Phillip  Agee.  1843-65;  J.  G.  Brown- 
ing. July,  1865-68;  I.  W.  Carhart,  1868-72;  W. 

B.  Coit  (A.  A.  Tufts,  county  clerk),  1872-74;  G. 
A.  Proctor,  1874-78;  W.  K.  Ramsey,  1878-84; 
Thomas  D.  Thomson,  1.884-88:  and  J.  T.  Sifford, 
1888-90. 

The  sheriff’s  office  — H.  Dews.  18-13-44;  H.  \\ . 
Ashley,  1844-  46;  H.  Dews.  1846-48;  G.  L.  Grant. 
1848-54;  R.  B.  Smith,  1854-58;  Henry  Ross, 
1858-65;  R.  Beauchamp,  1865-66;  N.’R.  Tribble, 
1806-68;  1!.  Beauchamp,  1868-72;  P.  L.  Lee, 


1872-82;  A.  Y.  Bragg,  18S2-86;  and  D.  Newton, 
1886-90. 

With  treasury  keys—  W.  L.  Bradley, '1843-44: 
Ezra  Hill,  1844—40;  M.  J.  Wilson,  1846—48;  J.  H. 
j Scoggin,  1848-52;  J.  H.  Holcomb,  1852-54;  B.  T. 
i Powell,  1854-56;  W.  C.  Viser,  1856-64;  D.  AY. 
Fellow,  1864—66:  J.  W.  Smith,  1866—68;  J.  Gray- 
son. 1868-74;  H.  D.  Ellis,  1874-76;  F.  M.  Cross. 
1876— 82 ; J.  T.  Darbv,  1882-86;  and  S.  B.  Side, 
1886-90. 

Coroners — J.  W.  Smith,  1843—44;  Henry  Ross, 
1844-46;  AY.  M.  Crawford,  1848-50;  R.  Butler, 
1850-56;  R.  L.  AA  ard,  1856-58;  Charles  Bidego, 
1858-00;  M.  B.  AATrite,  1860-04;  AVilliam  Scott, 
1804-00;  M.  Winter,  1800-74;  AA’.  P.  Cawthorn. 
1874—70;  F.  M.  Trammell,  1870—78;  F.  T.  Scott. 
1878-80;  J.  L.  Proflit,  1880-82;  and  F.  T.  Scott, 
1882-90. 

Level  and  transit  bearers — C.  G.  M.  Priam, 
1843-44;  E.  Compton,  1844 — 10;  R.  13.  Pate, 
1840-48;  L.  Rodgers,  1848-54;  D.  R.  Jenkins, 
j 1854-50;  J.  B.  Stokes,  1856-00;  J.  AY.  Moore, 

■ 1800-62:  H.  White,  1862-66;  J.  AA’.  Moore.  1866- 
; 68:  D.  W.  Lear,  resigned;  0.  A.  Norris,  1872—74; 

: J.  \Ar.  Moon,  1874-70;  J.  Y.  Pedron,  1876-82; 
F.  AA’.  Brodnax,  1882-86;  J.  Y.  Pedron,  1880-90. 

Assessors— J.  K.  McKee,  1862-04;  S.  A.  Agee 
1804-60;  J.  M.  Douglass,  1860-08;  II.  L.  Grav- 
| son,  1868  to  May.  1871;  N.  N.  Rawlings,  1871-72; 
j C.  S.  Keith,  1872-74;  N.  R,  Tribble,  1874-82; 
Phillip  Agee.  1882-88;  and  J.  AA’.  Criner,  1888- 
90. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  Camden  and  Ouach- 
i ita  County  was  its  situation  at  the  head  of  navi- 
gation on  the  Ouachita  River;  the  marked  feature 
of  the  future  will  be  its  position  as  a railway  cen- 
ter. Down  to  the  present  decade  Camden  and 
Ouachita  Counties  were  practically  one,  and  served 
as  a depot  of  supplies  for  nearly  a score  of  counties 
of  Southern  Arkansas,  whose  cotton  bales  lined  all 
the  streets  leading  to  the  wharf  in  thick  proces- 
. sion.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Camden  has  always 
j been  by  far  the  greatest  cotton  mart  in  Southern 
Arkansas,  and  so  formidable  was  her  position  that 
! previous  to  the  present  decade  there  were  really  no 
! other  towns  in  the  county.  This  natural  position 
! of  course  will  not  be  changed,  and  what  is  more,  it 
has  attracted  the  railways,  so  that  in  that  respect 
her  future  prosperity  seems  more  assured  even  than 
: her  past.  Nothing  but  blundering  blindness  in  her 
; inhabitants  could  prevent  the  old  Camden  from 
| becoming  a greater  new  Camden — the  river- Cam- 
; den  developing  into  the  railway-Camden.  But 
her  leaders  are  awake  to  the  situation,  and  are 
abreast  of  the  New  South. 
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Ouachita  County  will  partake  of  the  prosperity 
of  her  capital.  The  years  of  steamboats  have 
merged  into  the  years  of  railway.  The  Red  River 
was  the  Ouachita’s  only  rival  at  anytime,  and  that 
only  for  a short  time  when  the  raft  was  cleared  in 
the  forties.  Camden  held  the  trade  of  the  valley 
up  to  the  advent  of  the  Iron  Mountain  Railway 
in  1871,  when  all  contiguous  to  that  was  drawn 
I off  very  largely. 

Railways  would  have  entered  the  county  be- 
fore the  war.  had  not  that  terrible  conflict  occurred. 
The  Mississippi,  Ouachita  A Red  River  Railway 
was  so  i'ar  completed  that  about  twenty  miles  of 
road  were  graded  to  the  west  of  near  the  present 
'.  “Cotton  Belt”  depot.  It  was  not  until  almost 
seven  years  after  the  Iron  Mountain  road  had  be- 
: gun  to  encroach  upon  their  trade  that  the  Louisi- 

| ana  branch,  now  the  Gordon  branch,  of  the  Iron 
Mountain  was  secured  to  reach  from  Camden  to 
i Gurdon.  It  was  built  in  3 SSI,  the  city  of  Cam- 
J den  giving  over  822,000  and  the  right  of  way  along 
the  entire  route.  This  recovered  much  of  the  old 
j trade.  The  depot  is  in  South  Camden,  and  one 
train  a day  each  way  is  operated.  It  has  23.76 
| miles  of  track  in  the  county,  assessed  at  a total  of 
§111,090,  with  a plant  at  Camden  assessed  at 
$8,090.  Its  present  name  is  the  Gurdon  Branch 
of  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  & Southern  Rail- 
way. This  had  been  in  operation  scarcely  two 
years  when  the  “ Cotton  Belt,”  or  St.  Louis, 
Arkansas  & Texas  Railway  was  completed  in  a 
northeasterly  and  southwesterly  course  through  i 
the  county.  The  city  gave  it  the  depot,  right  of 
way  and  some  money,  and  it  was  in  complete 
operation  by  1882.  It  crosses  the  foot  of  Wash- 
ington Street  and  has  a depot  a short  distance  to 
the  north  of  the  street.  A union  depot  is  being 
j earnestly  agitated.  The  road  has  forty-six  miles 
i of  track  assessed  at  831LSS2.50,  with  plants  at 
Camden  and  Stephens,  respectively,  assessed  at 
$14,757.60  and  $8,342.  It  may  be  mentioned  in 
i this  connection  that  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company  has  61.75  miles  of  wire  in  the  county,  as- 
sessed with  outfits  at  $2,666.52.  It  was  a couple 
of  years  before  the  new  road  had  much  of  an  in- 
fluence on  the  city  and  county,  but  the  last  five 
years  have  witnessed  a remarkable  awakening  all 
along  the  line  and  out  in  the  county.  And  now, 
in  1890,  comes  a new  harvest  of  railways:  The 
Camden  A Alexandria  Railway,  to  tap  Union 
County  and  go  on  into  Louisina,  is  now  building, 
giving  an  outlet  in  a new  direction;  the  Camden, 
Louisiana  A Sabine  Pass  Railway  is  also  on  foot, 
and  probabilities  indicate  its  completion  by  1891; 
the  Warren  Branch  of  the  Arkansas  Valley  Rail- 


way has  long  had  only  forty-two  miles  to  finish  to 
reach  Camden  from  the  east,  and.  it  is  now  being 
rapidly  pushed.  This  will  give  a railway  outlet  in 
six  different  directions  at  the  head  of  Ouachita 
navigation,  a situation  of  unique  possibilities. 
New  towns  have  arisen  too,  and  the  lumber  in- 
terests have  flourished, 

There  are  now  twenty-three  post-offices  in 
Ouachita  County,  half  of  which  might  be  classed 
as  village,  town  or  city.  Some,  however,  are 
merely  mill -plants,  subject  t.o  the  vicissitudes  of 
the  mill  itself,  so  that  only  those  that  are  distinct- 
ively towns  will  receive  separate  treatment.  The 
estimates  of  population  are  so  varied  that  the  list 
here  given  is  in  the  order  of  size,  based  on  an  aver- 
! age  between  various  estimates:  Camden,  a city  of 

the  second  class;  Stephens,  an  incorporated  town; 
Bearden,  also  a town  on  the  “ Cotton  Belt.  ” Railway; 

I Buena  Vista,  formerly  Senter;  Eagle  Mills,  as  the 
name  indicates,  a milling-plant  on  the  “Cotton 
| Belt;’-  Chidester,  the  leading  village  on  the  Gurdon 
branch,  with  two  stores;  Millville,  a railway  station 
i with  store  and  gin;  Barham,  a water-mill  on  the 
' Branch  Railway;  Evans,  a mill  and  store  on  the 
railway;  Lester,  a railway  mill:  Lilley,  a railway 
point  with  mill  and  store;  Sayre,  a railway  mill 
and  store;  Van  Duzer,  a railway  mill  and  store; 
Mosely,  a mill  on  the  railway;  Bowling  on  the 
railway;  French  Port,  an  old  point;  Hudson,  Lib- 
erty. Lufra,  Seminary,  Smackover,  Tremont  and 
Wyloe. 

Camden,  as  Ecore  a Fab  re,  was  the  first  post- 
office,  with  Roland  Smith,  Mr.  Campbell  and  YvT. 
L.  Bradley  among  its  early  postmasters.  The  site 
of  this  place,  with  its  red  bluffs  standing  sentinel 
over  the.  blue  waters  of  the  winding  Ouachita,  and 
rolling  back  to  higher  eminences  to  be  crowned  by 
public  edifices,  or  dropping  into  its  great  park-like 
ravine,  with  its  bridges  and  winding  ascents,  all 
combine  to  make  it  a most  picturesque  situation, 
capable  of  pleasing  the  art-loving  critic  as  well  as 
becoming  a commercial  capital.  The  plat  is  some- 
what irregular,  with  a tendency,  heretofore,  to  line 
i Washington  Street,  and  compel  it  to  be  the  great 
' business  street  at  its  lower  end,  and  the  residence 
i avenue  along  its  upper  proportions.  To  be  off  of 
I Washington  Street,  was  once  supposed  to  be  'like 
! being  out  of  the  world.  The  central  streets  seem 
? to  have  been  used  to  honor  the  names  of  early 
; Presidents,  and  where  the  pleasant  proportions  of 
the  noted  Ouachita  Hotel  rise  above  the  corner  of 
Adams  and  Washington,  seems  to  be  the  eye  of 
Camden.  This  may  be  called  the  center  of  a popu 
lation  of  between  4,000  and  5.000.  although  that 
; within  the  corporate  limits  is  less.  A population 
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with  a reputation  for  life  and  enterprise  not  sur- 
passed bv  any  city  of  its  size  in  the  State 

It  has  really  three  periods  in  its  career,  the 
Fahre  period,  down  to  1843;  the  Old  Camden 
period,  down  to  1SS1,  and  the  railway  or  New 
Camden,  since  the  latter  date.  It  was  a landing 
and  hunter  rendezvous  up  to  about  1830,  when  one 
Fargo  of  Monroe  started  the  first  store  down  near 
the  wharf,  in  an  old  log  building.  A Yankee 
trader — Ware-  -was  next  here  a short  time,  trading 
in  hides,  and  J.  11.  Moore  & Bro.  arrived  about 
1831,  and  occupied  a log- house,  in  what  is  now  the 
st  reel  above  the  wharf.  Albert  Rust  began  about 
1331-40.  Mr.  Gooch  and  a Mr.  Hill  were  here 
short  times,  but  the  Nunn  family,  of  which  \V.  L. 
Bradley  became  the  head  later  on.  were  about  all 
before  the  organization  of  Ouachita  County  in 
1842.  Then  other  merchants  came  in  “under  the 
hill ; ” among  them  were  McCollum,  Ezra  Hill,  Smith 
A Thorn,  Crocheron  and  Fellows,  none  of  whose 
buildings  are  now  standing.  Among  those  up 
farther  on  Washington  Street,  where  the  homes 
began  to  be  built,  were  Simmons  and  Parr.  There 
was  a great  influx  in  the  forties  and  numerous 
changes,  so  that  by  1S4S,  there  were  probably  S00 
inhabitants  lining  Washington  Street,  a street 
which  would  be  crow  ded  from  one  end  to  the  other 
with  cotton  teams  awaiting  their  turn.  As  high  as 
40,000  bales  a season  were  received.  The  land 
had  been  held  by  the  Nunn  family,  by  right  of 
settlement,  until  it  was  entered  in  1841,  by  W.  L. 
Bradley.  The  old  Ouachita  Herald,  in  its  first 
issue  of  November  6,  1845,  under  the  management 
of  Joshua  Ruth,  who  afterward  made  it  of  Whig 
policy  says:  “For  the  want  of  better  paper  and 
by  the  earnest  solicitation  of  our  friends,  we  have 
been  reluctantly  induced  to  present  the  public  the 
first  number  of  the  Herald  on  a fools-cap  sheet. 
* * * When  we  issued  a prospectus  in  the 

month  of  March  last,  for  the  publication  of  a paper 
in  Camden,  circumstances,  as  we  thought,  justified 
us  in  the  belief  that  all  the  necessary  materials 
^ could  be  procured,  and  that  by  the  beginning  of 
summer  our  press  would  be  established  and  iu  full 
and  successful  operation.  But  in  this  we  were 
disappointed.  Owing  to  circumstances  over  which 
we  had  no  control,  the  boating  season  passed  away 
and  left  us  without  paper  and  without  ink,  two  of 
the  most  essential  ingredients  which  enter  into  the 
composition  of  the  newspaper.’’  etc.  He  speaks 
of  a "population  of  six  to  eight  hundred,”  and 
warns  “ those  fickle,  discontented,  roving  spirits, 
who  come  predetermined  not  to  be  pleased”  to 
" toddle  on  to  Texas — it  is  not  far  distant.”  Cam- 
den is  to  be  “The  Cincinnati  of  Arkansas.”  J.  D. 
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Rimes  advertises  “The  Planter’s  Hotel;”  T.  R. 
Murrell  is  an  attorney:  J.  T.  Riley,  a grocer;  W. 
IV.  Bennett  lias  dry  goods;  W.  L,  Parr  in  hard- 
ware; J.  S.  IT.  Rainey  and  R.  M.  Hardy  are  two 
attorneys;  P.  McCollum  has  a store;  Woodward 
A Heydenfeldt.  and  J.  S.  Mitchell  are  lawyers,  as 
also  is  W . E.  Powell;  Drs.  J.  II.  Ponder  A Son, 
and  Hilliard  & Kirby  offer  their  services.  Cham- 
bers Efcter  had  an  early  inn. 

By  the  time  the  war  opened,  in.  1861.  the  fol- 
lowing firms  were  advertising:  Among  the  attor- 

neys were,  J.  H.  Bullock,  Warren,  Grinsted  A War- 
ren, J.  T.  Bearden, W.  A.  Purdom  and  Timer  o A Eel- 
lows;  the  physicians  were,  Drs.  McEl'rath  A Pace, 
Bourne  A Ward,  John  Seay,  L.  H.  Orme,  Ponder 
A Crenshaw,  Hobson  A Pace,  S.  B.  Flowers  and  J. 
K.  Whitfield;  the  Camden  Foundry  Company  : as 
commission  merchants,  Ira  Nunn  and  Williams  A 
Logan;  grocers,  A.  S.  Huey  & Co.,  and  Silliman 
A Green;  drugs,  Harwell  A Ponder,  J.  A.  Avera 
and  W.  F,  Bracy  A Bro. : jewelers,  G.  H.  Stinson 
A John  Dodge;  bookstore.  J.  D.  Mendenhall;  ho- 
tel, L.  Bartlett;  marble,  J.  Jennings;  dry  goods, 
Block  A Feibleman,  John  Lazarus,  Hodnett,  Green 
A Kellam;  Tounv,  Stone  A Co.,  Powell  A Co.  and 
others. 

Now,  besides  all  such  ordinary  houses,  are  the 
following  wholesale  firms:  Bry  & Bros. , in  dry  goods; 
Ritchie  A Co.,  in  groceries;  D.  AY.  Chandler  A Co. , 
in  groceries,  also  agents  for  the  “Ouachita  Con- 
solidated Lin.e  of  Steamboats;”  A.  L.  Morgan,  in 
drugs;  J.  A.  Proctor  A Bro.,  in  furniture;  Laza- 
rus, Levy  A Co.,  in  liquors;  Hickey  & Avera.  in 
liquors;  and  J.  W.  Brown,  in  hardware,  machinery, 
belting,  etc. 

In  manufactures  Camden  has  been  active.  Ira 
Nunn  built  the  first  gin,  in  1841-42:  in  1858  Chase 
and  Wilson  had  carriage  factories;  about  1866 
Merrell  A McGill  opened  the  old  brick  woolen 
mills,  near  the  wharf,  and  ran  until  18S6;  in  1870 
i Thompson’s  wagon  works  were  started  — now 
i Agee’s;  now  this  is  also  a foundry  and  machine 
i works;  among  other  manufactories  now  in  opera  - 
: tion  are  the  Camden  Shingle  Mills  of  R.  D.  New-' 
, ton  & Co. ; the  Camden  Manufacturing  Company 
! of  D.  AV.  Chandler  A Co. ; the  Camden  Broom 
Factory,  D.  AAA  Brummett.  president:  the  Camden 
Ice  A Refrigerator  Company,  J.  G.  Hicks,  presi- 
dent (with  a twenty-ton  machine);  the  Camden  Com- 
press Company,  J.  \V.  Brown,  president  (about 
20,000  bales  a season):  the  Edward  Clifton  Ala- 
chine  Shops;  the  Camden  Bottling  AA’orks;  John 
Austin,  manager;  the  Electric  Light  Company.  S. 
Q.  Sevier,  president  (having  both  arc  and  incaudes- 
1 cent  plants);  City  Water  Works  Company,  S.  Q. 
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Sevier,  president  (with  Holly  \\  orks  and.  1,000,000 
gallons  daily  capacity);  besides  a large  milling 
plant,  brick  works  and  lumber  yards. 

Graham  A Brown  began  banking  before  the 
war.  In  1 SSI  the  Camden  First  National  Bank 
was  organized  and  nationalized  in  IS89.  The  cap- 
ital is  §50.000,  and  C.  N.  Rix  is  president.  The 
Ouachita  \ alley  Bank.  -I.  AV.  Brown,  president, 
with  a capital  of  §50,000,  was  formed  in  1800. 

In  hotels  Camden  is  famous.  The  Ouachita,  a 
three-story,  superbly  appointed  structure,  in  the 
hands  of  AV.  G.  Buchanan,  is  among  the  first  in 
the  State.  ‘‘The  Brooks,-’  by  J.  M.  Brooks,  is  a 
line  two- story  brick. 

Two  large  transfer  companies  are  in  operation, 
and  all  the  cotton  interests  are  heavily  represented. 

The  city  was  incorporated,  first  on  January  1, 
1849.  with  S.  C.  Buchanan  as  mayor;  AV.  E. 
Powel,  recorder;  N.  Clifton.  James  Yaughn,  J.  T. 
Elliott,  P.  McCollum  and  Thomas  AA'oodward,  al- 
dermen; and  E.  N.  Woodlahd,  constable.  April  1. 
1889,  it  became  a city  of  the  second  class,  with  J. 
C.  Ritchie  as  mayor.  The  city  has  ten  hydrants 
from  the  waterworks,  five  arc  lights  from  the 
Electric  Light  Company,  a sewer  district  lining 
A\  ashington  Street,  with  a plant  costing  over  85,500, 
a volunteer  hose  company  and  fire  department,  a 
police  system,  a city  hail,  and  is  divided  into  three 
wards.  Her  finances  are  in  a healthy  condition. 

The.  secret  orders  arc  well  represented:  Bert- 
rand da  Guesclin  Commandery  No.  2,  K.  T. : AA  hit- 
field  Chapter  No.  4.  R.  A.  M.  : Camden  Lodge  No. 
11,  A.  P.  A A.  M. ; Ouachita  Lodge  No.  17,  I.  O.  O. 
F. ; Riverside  Lodge  No.  959;  L.  of  H. ; Pat.  Cle- 
burne Council,  R.  A : K.  of  P.  , who  have  a fine 
brick  block,  containing  the  Opera  Hall ; Elah  Lodge 
No.  282. 1.  O.  B.  B.,  and  Emanuel  Lodge  No.  177, 
O.  K.  S.  B. 

The  p.ress  of  Camden  began  with  the  old  Oua- 
chita Herald,  by  Joshua  Ruth,  as  a AVhig  advocate. 
Its  first  prospectus  was  issued  in  March,  .1.845,  and 
its  first  regular  number  on  March  19,  1840,  copies 
of  which  are  now  iu  the  possession  of  Mr.  Ira 
Nunn,  Camden.  It  was  successively  owned  by 
Mr.  Martin.  J.  A.  Jones,  Whyte  A Clark,  and  C.  C. 
Thrower,  before  the  war.  The  State  Rights  Eagle 
was  begun  in  the  fifties,  by  Hobson  A Linscott. 
and  early  iu  the  war  it  became  the  Constitutional 
Earle,  and  verv  soon  was  consolidated  with  the 
Herald,  by  C.  C.  Thrower,  as  the  Herald  and  Eagle, 
which  was  discontinued  during  the  war.  On  Octo- 
ber 7.  1880,  C.  AV.  AYhyte  resurrected  the  old  Her- 
ald, and  in  1888  AV.  P.  Avera  secured  it.  Since 
April,  1891),  it  has  been  in  the  hands  of  E.  B.  Ale- 
Call.  and  its  Democratic  tone  is  still  preserved. 


During  1800  the  Southern  Star  was  issued  by 
O.  M.  Turner.  Another  brief  effort  was  the  Ar- 
j kansaw  Traveler,  by  J.  A.  Warner,  for  a few  years, 
i along  about  1850.  The  South  Arkansas  Jour- 
i nal  began  about  1807,  by  Elliott  A Clark.  It  ran 
a few  years  in  the  successive  charge  of  H.  A.  Milieu, 
John  AVarcl  and  J.  S.  Holmes.  The  AA’eekly  Fi- 
nancial Commercial  Bulletin  began  about  the  same 
time,  or  a little  later,  by  H.  G.  Bunn;  was  owned 
successively  by  J.  S.  Holmes  A Co.,  Browning  A 
Bunn,  and  E.  N.  Hill,  who  took  it  in  1871.  He 
was  then  editor  of  the  Camden  Democrat,  which  had 
! been  started  about  ISOS,  by  Thrower  A Hill.  They 
| all  died  together  in  1872.  The  Camden  Tribune, 
by  A.  W.  Hobson,  afterward  associated  with  Mr. 
Chandler,  died  about  the  same  time,  after  a year's 
| existence.  On  the  ruins  of  them  all  J.  S.  Holmes 
: and  John  R.  AATard.  established  the  Camden  Beacon 
: in  1872,  but  AVarcl  soon  withdrew.  The  paper  has 
been  under  J.  S.  Holmes  A Son  since  1SS8.  A 
daily  edition  was  issued  in  1S81-S2,  and  since  the 
early  part  of  1890  its  daily  has  1 ;>een  successfully 
renewed,  and  is  now  one  of  the  brightest  sheets  in 
: the  State.  It  is  needless  to  say  it  is  Democratic. 
The  Greenback  Dollar,  by  E.  M.  Leatherman,  the 
Real  Estate  Bulletin,  by  J.  B.  Friedlieim,  the 
Public  Opinion,  and  the  Halberdier,  were  other 
j short-lived  papers. 

Stephens,  with  a population  of  from  500  to  S00. 
grew  from  old  Richland,  in  Columbia  County,  when 
the  “ Cottpn  Belt”  Railway  was  finished  in  1832- 
83.  The  railway  land  company  owned  100  acres 
on  the  site,  and  laid  it  out  in  1883;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  Smith  A Bro. , M.  L.  Edwards  A Co., 
and  Barber  A Tugwell  concluded  to  move  over  from 
Richland.  First,  North  and  Ruby  Streets  (the 
: latter  bridging  the  railway)  have  become  the  lead- 
| ing  streets.  H.  P.  Morgan  A Co.,  grocers;  Hale 
A Son.  druggists;  E.  H.  Blake  and  Halton  A Les- 
: ter,  all  came  in  in  1883-84.  The  growth  was  then 
gradual  down  to  1S8S,  when  brick  blocks  and  a 
general  boom  began  to  arise,  well  backed  up  by  a 
good  surrounding  country,  and  managed  by  live 
business  men.  The  south  side  of  First  North 
Street  is  soon  to  be  built  up  with  brick  also,  while 
on  (he  land  recently  received  as  a gift  from  the 
railway  company  will  soon  be  finished  a line 
§5,000  school  building.  The  residences  are  on 
both  sides  of  the  track.  Two  good  blacksmith 
shops,  two  gins  and  grist-mills,  and  the  Neimeyer 
Lumber  Company’s  plant  near  by,  embrace  their 
I manufactures. 

In  18,89  Stephens  was  incorporated,  with  T.  J. 
Edwards  as  the  first  mayor.  Banking  facilities  are 
now  under  way.  and  the  Building  A Loan  Asso- 
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ciatiou  is  soon  to  begin  a brick  hotel  and  other 
structures.  She  also  has  a growing  cotton  trade. 
J.  H.  Medlock  contemplates  the  erection  of  a 
planer.  The  Masons.  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
Honor  all  have  lodges.  They  have  few  colored 
people. 

The  first  editor  here  was  J.  L.  Birch. 'who  is- 
sued the  Monitor  in  1887.  J.  E.  Boggs  secured 
it  in  1888.  and  soon  changed  it  to  The  Stephens 
Gazeteer.  F.  E.  Morgan  had  it  in  1889.  and  in 
1890  N.  T.  Thomasson  assumed  editorial  and  pro- 
prietary control,  and  gave  it  its  present  name — 
The  Stephens  Gazette. 

Bearden  was  laid  out  by  the  Southwestern  Im- 
provement Association  ' (the  Railway  Land  Com- 
pany) in  1882.  and  named  in  honor  of  Judge  John 
T.  Bearden,  then  attorney  for  the  company.  The 
plat  embraced  both  sides  of  the  track,  with  the 
main  street  north  of  tire  track.  The  first  cars  ar- 
rived in  July,  1882.  During  the  year  E.  YY.  Nor- 
man opened  the  first  permanent  store,  and  w as  soon 
followed  by  T.  S.YYiginton  and  W.M.  Gatling.  The 
growth  has  been  gradual  since.  In  1889  Dr.  T. 
J.  Henry  led  in  a movement  of  business  south  of 
the  track,  but  the  main  business  is  still  north  yet. 
The  population  is  now  between  250  and  300.  This 
is  the  seat  of  the  Cotton  Belt  Lumber  Company, 
which  employs  about  100  men  and  has  a four-mill 
tramway. 

They  have  a small  commercial  school,  and  the 
only  secret  order  is  the  Masons.  The  Bearden 
Banner,  founded  by  Jack  Ofterlee  in  1889,  is  now 
edited  by  Oscar  Lindsey. 

Buena  Yista  w as  a post-office  in  the  forties, and 
lleed  <fc  Coleman  had  a store  there  before  the  war. 
The  present  town  began  with  the  railway"  in  1882. 
Among  the  first  merchants,  were  Yarborough  & 
Boss,  John  Wright,  and  Wright  & Bro.  It  is  now 
the  seat  of  Reynolds’  Mill,  and  has  four  or  five 
stores,  and  from  150  to  200  people. 

On  November  8,  1845,  Capt.  Sims  organized  a 
military  company  which  afterward  offered  their 
services  for  the  Mexican  War. but  were  not  needed. 
The  vote  in  ISIS  was  Whig  by  4-82  to  400. 

In  1800  Ouachita  County  had  8,457  white  peo- 
ple and  4,479  slaves.  On  May  4.  1859,  the  State 
Bights  Eagle  said:  “ The  cry  for  a Southern  Con- 

vention is  the  greatest  humbug  of  the  age,”  etc. 
The  Herald,  of  March  9.  1801.  advertises  a New  Or- 
leans firm:  “ On  the  1st  of  October  next  my  house 

will  be  opened  and  a large  supply  of  all  classes  of  ne- 
groes offered  for  sale,  imported  from  V lrgin  ici,  Mary- 
land and  Georgia.  Afterward,  during  the  whole  sea- 
son the  supply  shall  be  kept  good  by  the  receipt  of 
large  lots  of  the  choicest  negroes  to  be  had  from 


the  above  States. ” The  Eagle  gives  the  vote  of 
I860  as  929  for  Breckinridge,  779  for  Bell,  and 
82  for  Douglas,  adding  “ the  result  is  disastrous. 
There -is  scarcely '.a  doubt  of  the  election  of  Lin- 
coln and  the  inauguration  of  a new  era  in  our 
history.”  The  vote  on  the  convention  of  ISO  1 
was  596  for  and.  twenty-one  against — all  the  latter 
in  Eeore  Fab-re  Township.  The  vote  on  delegates 
to  it  was  606  for  Hobson  (Unionist),  and  545  for 
Graves  (Secessionist).  March  23,  1861,  the  Herald 
says : “Now,  in  reference  to  the  abstract,  right  of 
secession  as  it  effects  our  Representatives  at  Little 
Rock  (their  actions  being  influenced  seriously  by 
extraneous  circumstances),  their  position  is  some 
what  peculiar;  not  to  say  extraordinary,  ” and  • * we 
think  secession  was  as  plainly  implied  as  conven- 
tion, when  that  body  was  convoked.”  “If  the 
war  has  begun,  we  must  right  side  by  side  with  our 
sister  Southern  States.” 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  presidential  vote  of  I860 
showed  1,790  polls.  There  is  no  means  of  deter- 
mining positively  the  number  of  soldiers  furnished 
from  this  county,  but  many  of  her  citizens  who  are 
best  able  to  judge  claim  that  more  than  that  num- 
ber entered  in  the  Confederate  service.  The  Cam- 
den Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  No.  1,  Capt. 
W.  L.  Crenshaw,  First  Lieut.  J.  M.  Scales  and 
Second  Lieut.  J.  T.  McMahan,  who  became  cap- 
tain, was  the  first  company.  It  was  Company 
C,  of  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  very  few  re- 
turned after  «their  surrender  at  Bentonville,  N.  C. . 
in  1865.  In  May  the  City  Guards,  Capt.  R. 
Lyons,  Lieuts.  S.  H.  Sutherland,  Hugh  Brown 
and  Eugene  Elliott,;  the  Ouachita  Voltagures.  Capt. 
Charles  Ivingwell;  the  Ouachita  Grays.  Capt.  H.  T. 
Hodnett,  and  a company  under  Capt.  Griffin,  all  en- 
tered the  Sixth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  were  in 
Gen.  Hardee’s  corps  to  the  close.  Capt.  Lyon, 
who  was  killed  in  Kentucky,  became  a colonel. 
Also  A.  T.  Hawthorne,  of  this  regiment,  became  a 
lieutenant-colonel  and  brigadier-general.  Very 
soon  too,  in  May,  Capt.  Samuel  Earle  formed  a 
company  for  the  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  of  which 
he  became  colonel,  and  was  killed  in  battle  at 
Thompson’s  Station,  Tenn.  In  June  Capt.  J.  M. 
Gee,  with  Lieut.  A.  \Y.  Hobson,  took  a company 
to  this  regiment,  and  Hobson  succeeded  Col.  Earle. 
This  regiment  was  a part  of  YYheeler’s  command 
to  the  surrender.  In  June  also,  Capt.  Hoskins 
formed  a company  which  afterward  joined  the 
Third  Arkansas  Cavalry.  During  the  same  month 
the  Camden  Iv.  G.  C..  No.  2,  Capt.  John  L.  Lo- 
gan, entered  the  Eleventh  Arkansas  Infantry,  and 
were  captured  at  Island  No.  10,  and  afterward 
saw  service  under  Johnston  in  Mississippi.  An 
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extract  from  a war  letter  frora  Jackson,  Miss. , from 
one  of  them  may  be  of  interest:  “Dear  Herald: 

The  bloody  Eleventh  is  once  more  on  dry  land — 
are  no  longer  chilled  by  the  wintry  blasts  of  Lake 
Michigan,  but  once  more  breathe  pure  Southern 
air,  a luxury  duly  appreciated  by  an  individual  who 
has  been  so  long  deprived  of  anything  pertaining 
to  Dixie  (save  his  patriotism).  Five  months’  stay 
in  a Yankee  prison  is  decidedly  a great  priv  ilege — 
a glorious  privilege,  and  one  knows  well  how  to 
enjoy  his  native  country  when  once  there  again.” 
In  October,  1861,  Capt.  Judge  Robert  .Jordan  and 
Capt.  H.  M.  Purefov  took  companies  into  the  Fif- 
teenth Arkansas  Infantry.  They  were  captured 
at  Fort  Donelson  and  exchanged;  captured  again 
at  Port  Hudson.  They  spent  about  half  the  time 
in  prison  at  Camp  Douglas  and  Johnson's  Island. 
There  Col.  B.  AY.  Johnson  and  Lieut. -Col.  P. 
Lynch  Los  were  incarcerated  in  dungeons  and  sen- 
tenced to  be  shot  as  a retaliation  for  Federal  suf- 
fering in  Confederate  prisons.  The  sentence  was 
not  carried  out  however.  They  were  at  Forts 
Delaware  and  Warren. 

In  March,  1862,  Capt.  S.  H.  Sutherland  and 
Lieut.  Lee  Morgan  took  a company  into  the 
Eighteenth  Arkansas  Infantry.  A little  later  (May) 
Capt.  0.  H.  Overstreet  and  Lieut.  William  Cox, 
Capt.  W.  T.  Steele  and  Lieut.  J.  A.  Ansley,  Capt. 
T.  D.  Thompson  and  Lieuts.  D.  Newton,  J.  T. 
Webster  and  W.  M.  White,  Capt.  J.  C.  Goodgame 
and  Lieut.  Jones,  Capt.  J.  W.  Lankford  and 
Lieuts.  Kennedys  (two)  and  J.  AY.  Culp,  and  Capt. 
AY.  M.  Mitchell,  and  J.  W Mixon  (afterward  cap- 
tain) all  entered  the  Thirty-third  Arkansas  Infantry. 
Their  colonel  was  H.  L.  Grinsted,  killed  at  Jen- 
kins’ Ferry,  and  Capt.  T.  D.  Thompson  succeeded 
him.  Capt.  AA" . T.  Steele  became  major. 

All  the  above  companies  were  kept  recruited 
from  the  county,  and  probably  two-thirds  of  those 
east  of  the  river  never  returned.  Many  were  in 
Cleburne’s  noted  fighting  division. 

In  October,  IS62.  the  Herald  says:  “Numerous 
recent  victories,  at  once  brilliant  and  fruitful,  have 
inspired  a well-founded  hope,  that  the  war  will  re- 
sult in  our  favor,  perhaps  at  no  distant  day.” 
Again,  “Capt.  Peek,  the  quartermaster  at  this 
place  has  made  arrangements  to  supply  the  people 
with  shoe-lasts,  wooden  pegs,  cotton  and  wool 
cards,  and  factory  thread  to  be  given  in  exchange 
for  cloth  to  make  clothing  for  our  poor  soldiers, 
who  have  gone  forth  to  light  the  battles  of  their 
country  with  a very  slim  supply  of  comfortable 
clothing  for  the  winter.” 

In  the  county  too  occurred  some  action;  to  be- 
gin with  it  was  "foraged  to  death.”  The  county 


furnished  a good  many  of  Jonas  AV ebb’s  guerrillas. 
In  the  winter  of  1863-04,  Gen.  Fred  Steele  was  at 
Little  Rock,  with  Federal  troops,  and  Gen.  Ster- 
ling Price,  wintered  at  Camden,  and  seemed  bent 
on  keeping  Steele  from  Bank’s  forces  on  the  Red 
River.  Price  had  headquarters  in  the  court-house 
at  Camden,  and  his  troops  were  scattered  over  the 
hill  to  the  north.  As  Steele’s  forces  advanced, 
Price’s  forces  deployed  below  the  AVashington 
road,  and  one  day.  April  15,  they  came  to  an  action 
about  fourteen  miles  west  of  Camden,  at  Poison 
Springs.  The  chief  fight  was  between  a Texas 
and  Kansas  regiment,  and  the  loss  considerable. 
The  Federate  killed  were  255,  the  Confederates’ 
number  are  -not  known.  Steele  came  back  to 
Camden  from  the  Southwest,  and  for  a short  time 
had  headquarters  at  the  James  Brooks  house,  near 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  soon  left 
however  for  Pine  Bluff. 

The  war  closed  and  reconstruction  measures 
began.  No  colored  outbreaks  have  ever  occurred. 
The  severity  of  reconstruction  measures  are  in- 
dicated in  a quiet  paragraph  from  the  Eagle,  in 
1865:  “ The  conditions  are  stringent,  and  nearly 

as  much  as  could  have  been  required  by  the  radical 
party.”  Among  the  administration  officers  of  this 
period  were  IT.  A.  Milieu  and  A.  A.  Tufts,  the 
latter  now  in  charge  of  the  land  office  at  Camden. 

Since  the  war  there  has  been  organized  the 
Ex- Confederate  Amterans  Association,  President, 
A.  Freidheim  (deceased),  with  about  fifty  members. 

The  records  of  the  circuit  court  were  totally 
destroyed  in  the  fire  of  1875.  Says  the  earliest  rec- 
ord now  in  existence:  " It  appearing  to  the  court 
that  since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  term  hereof, 
the  court-house  of  the  county,  together  with  the 
clerk’s  office,  grand  jury  and  petit  jury  rooms  there- 
in, has  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and  that  the  county 
court  of  this  county  at  its  April  term,  1876,  and 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  said  month  made  an  order 
authorizing  and  directing  the  sheriff  of  this  county 
to  procure  a suitable  room  in  the  town  of  Camden 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  therein  the  circuit 
court.”  etc.  They  procured  the  "Auction  Mart  ” 
on  the  south  side  of  AAmshingtou  Street,  "adjoin- 
ing tho  residence  of  Ira  Nunn.”  The  attorneys 
enrolled  were:  Dan  AAA  Jones,  James  Thompson, 
John  T.  Bearden,  AY.  AY.  Leake,  C.  Thrower.  Ben 
AY.  Johnson.  George  M.  Barker,  Henry  G.  Bunn, 
Robert  E.  Salle.  B.  F.  Morgan.  J.  R.  Aon  no-,  A. 
A.  Tufts  and  II.  A.  Millen.  The  grand  jurors  were 
IT.  L.  A’ickors,  P.  M.  Bopp.  J.  H.  Rainwater,  J.  T. 
Darby,  I.  T.  Grindstaff,  Ira  Nunn,  G.  IT.  Stinson. 
E.  S.  Greening,  John  Lazarus,  Hardy  Strickland. 
Louis  Wagner,  Thomas  AY.  Lockett,  William 
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] irons,  David  Felsenthall,  \Y.  E.  Sliankle  and  L.  H. 
Cobb. 

But  the  courts  began  in  1843,  and  among  the 
judges  of  the  circuit  who  have  been  citizens  of 
Ouachita  County  are:  C.  C.  Scott,  A,  B,  Stith,  L.  B. 
Green,  J-  T.  Elliott  and  J.  T.  Bearden;  and  among 
the  prosecuting  attorneys  are:  E.  A.  Warren,  J. 
E.  Ritchie,  Richard  Lyons  and  B.  W.  Johnson. 
The  most  of  the  judges  served  while  it  was  the  Sixth 
Circuit. 

Among  the  important  cases  which  have  been 
tried  in  her  courts,  are  a few  cases  of  capital  pun- 
ishment before  the  war,  and  a few  land  cases. 
The  first  hanging  was  in  1847,  when  John  Dowdy 
was  hung  for  killing  an  Indian.  The  land  case  of 
J.  M.  Floyd  vs.  James  Ricks,  late  in  the  forties, 
became  a finality  case.  In  ISOS,  a negro,  Craw- 
ford Godley.  was  tried  for  murder  and  a change  of 
venue  taken.  Early  in  the  seventies  a complicated 
and  highly  contested  case  between  the  county  and 
circuit  clerks’  attracted  much  attention,  and  in  the 
last  decade  a case  of  injury  brought  against  the 
Iron  Mountain  Railway  by  E.  R.  Vickers,  has  been 
tenaciously  contested  even  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States. 

Among  the  lawyers  of  the  past,  who  should  be 
mentioned  are:  E.  A.  Warren,  M.  C.  ; Hon.  John 
T.  Bearden ; Judge  Strain : Case  and  Hughey : Judge 
C.  C.  Scott,  afterward  of  the  Supreme  Court;  Judge 
A.  A.  Stith,  a talented  man:  G.  A.  Gallagher,  one 
of  the  first  lawyers  in  the  State;  Capt.  Downman, 
who  wms  in  the  Cuban  fillibustering  expedition; 
V illiam  Haskall;  Judge  J.  T.  Elliott.  M.  G. : Rainev 
and  Daly;  John  R.  Fellows,  now  district  attorney 
for  the  city  of  New  York:  Judge  John  Brown:  C. 
Thrower,  an  able  man;  Col.  H.  L.  • Grinsted,  ,a 
scholarly  writer:  George  Ik  Smoot e.  now  of  Pres- 
cott ; YU  W.  Leake;  Walter  L.  Bragg,  of  the  Inter- 
State  Commerce  Commission;  J.  R.  Thornton  and 
E.  A.  Warren,  Jr  . both  authorized  to  practice  by 
special  act  of  Legislat  ure,  because  under  age;  Col. 
Richard  Lyon:  Nat  Hill,  now  a writer  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. ; G.  41.  Barker  and  others. 

The  present  bar  in  active  practice  (as  given  bv 
a leading  attorney  in  the  approximate  order  of  ad- 
mission here)  are  Col.  B.  W . Johnson,  J.  R. 
Thornton,*  Col.  H.  G.  Bunn.r  H.  P.  SmeadwT.W. 
Hardy,  J.  B.  Friedheiin.ji  G.  M.  Barker,  Thomas  J. 
Gaughan.r  S.  Q.  Sevier,  Thomas  Hardison  and 
N.  T.  Thom  asson,  of  Stephens,  and  E.  B.  Mc- 
Call, and  a few  others  in  less  active  practice. 
Nearly  all  are  located  at  Camden. 

About  1828  a Pennsylvanian,  named  Mcll- 
wane,  came  through  Eeore  a Fabre  au'd  wanted  to 
*Psirtners.  f Partners.  £ Partners. 


teach,  and  one  of  the  old  log  stores  was  given  for 
j that  purpose,  probably  the  lirst  school.  Benjamin 
j Gooch  was  also  an  early  teacher.  About  . 1847 
| Prof.  J.  A.  Warner  organized  the  female  seminary 
north  of  the  Baptist  Church,  which  has  done  such 
good  service.  Prof.  Sprague  opened  . a male 
school  on  the  site  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at 
Camden  also.  J.  D.  Alexander  also  taught  a 
high  school  during  the  forties.  Many,  however, 
went  to  district  schools:  some  even  rode  on  horse- 
back to  the  Fayetteville  school  up  in  the  Ozark 
Mountains,  and  even  into  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 

The  public  schools  have  grown  slowly,  but  of 
late  years  have  made  marked  improvement.  Cam- 
den has  seven  white  and  three  colored  teachers: 
Stephens  has  two  teachers,  and  is  making  excel- 
lent preparations  for  new  schools,  while  other 
places  are  merely  county  schools.  The  county  has 
made  great  progress  since  1888.  but  the  reports 
since  that  date  are  not  obtainable.  For  the  year 
ending  June  30.  1888,  the  enumeration  was  2,360 
white  and  2,750  colored  children,  making  a total 
of  5,119,  an  increase  of  327  over  1887.  In  fifty- 
one  school  districts,  from  thirty-seven  of  which 


1,234  colored  children  taught,  an  aggregate  of 
2.065.  Of  these  but  928  studied  written  arith- 
metic, 505  took  English  grammar,  270  history,  and 
110  still  higher  branches.  The  total  number  of 
teachers  employed  was  62,  of  which  35  were  males. 
There  were  5L  frame  and  brick  school-houses 
valued  at  818,105,  four  of  which  had  grounds  en- 
closed, and  20  of  which  were  erected  during  that 
year.  The  funds  received  were  as  follows:  A 
previous  balance  of  810,716.90:  common  fund. 
84,169.77:  district  tax,  88.026.72;  poll  tax. 
$2,884.64;  other  sources,  $200;  making  a total  of 
826.598. 03.  The  total  amount  expended  was  817,  - 
739.81,  of  which  815,761.30  was  paid  to  teachers. 

.The  Methodists  held  services  here  in  a circuit 
about  1827.  Rev.  Charles  Seay  and  Rev.  Gross 
were  among  the  first  preachers,  and  the  first 
services  in  Camden  were  held  at  Mr.  Nunn’s. 
Probably  the  first  building  was  the  old  Methodist 
Church,  early  in  the  forties,  north  of  the  present 
site.  The  Primitive  Baptists  settled  about  seven 
miles  south  of  Camden,  chiefly  in  the  forties. 
Parson  J.  M.  C.  Robertson  and  Piev.  Hartwell 
were  preachers.  The  Missionary  Baptists  came  in 
about  the  same  time,  with  Rev.  Rutherford  as  one 
of  their  early  preachers  and  teachers.  The  Free- 
Will  Baptists  came  in  before  the  war  with  Revs. 
Freeman,  Garamell  and  others.  Their  building 
at  Camden  was  begun  before  war.  The  Presby- 
terians’ came  in  early  in  the  forties  from  Union 
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County  and  built  a church  at  Camden  about  1817. 
The  Episcopalians  came  in  early  in  the  fifties  and 
bought  a building  intended  for  a school  at  Cam- 
den. The  Catholics  came  to  Camden  chiefly, early  in 
the  seventies,  and  ihe  Jews  late  in  that  decade.  The 
colored  have  been  chiefly  Methodists  and  Baptists 
In  the  estimated  order  of  present  strength,  numer- 
ically, tire  various  denominations  are  as  follows: 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  Missionary 
Baptists,  Presbyterians.  Cumberland  Presby- 
terians, Methodist  Protestants,  Disciples  or  Chris- 
tians, Protestant  Episcopalians  at  Camden,  Catho- 
lics at  Camden,  Jews  at  Camden,  and  a few  Congre- 
gationalists.  A Christian  Endeavor  Society  is  in 
operation  at  Camden. 


Dr.  G eorge  M.  Adamson,  farmer  and  physician 
of  Lafayette  Township,  was  born  October  14,  1830. 
in  Henry  County,  Ga..  a son  of  William  C.  and 
Elizabeth  (Crawly)  Adamson,  natives  of  Georgia. 
William  C.  Adamson  was  born  in  1797,  a son  of 

Greenburv  Adamson  and (Coats)  Adamson, 

natives  of  Maryland  and  Georgia,  respectively. 
Greenburv  Adamson  was  born  near  Rockford,  Md., 
a son  of  Seabron  Adamson.  Sebron  Adamson  was 
born  in  England,  in  Amsterdam  City,  of  Scottish 
descent,  and  with  Frederick  Adamson  came  to  the 
United  States  before  the  Revolutionary  War  (in 
which  they  both  served),  settling  in  Maryland. 
The  paternal  grandmother  was  of  Scotch  descent. 
William  C.  Adamson,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
large  planter  of  Georgia,  owning  about  1.000 
acres  of  land,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  slaves. 
He  died  July  13,  1879.  Elizabeth  (Crawly) 
Adamson  was  a daughter  of  Charles  Crawly,  wfljo 
was  born  in  Virginia  about  1750,  and  died  in  1850. 
She  died  December  25,  1805.  She  was  the  mother 
of  t-en  children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living, 
viz. : Charles  Quincy  (a  merchant  of  Atlanta.  Ga. ), 
William  L.  (a  farmer  and  merchant  of  Carroll 
County,  Ga.),  Nancy  C.  (now  Mrs.  Milton  Dor- 
ough,  of  Bowdon,  Ga.),  George  M.  (the  subject  of 
this  sketch),  Simon  Frederick  (a  farmer  of  Ala- 
bama), Samuel  M.  (a  farmer  and  Baptist  minister 
of  Alabama),  and  James  Greenburv  (a  farmer  of 
Carrol]  County,  Ga.).  Those  deceased  are  Augus- 
tus M.  (died  in  Henry  County,  Ga. ),  Nathaniel  T. 
(died  while  in  the  Confederate  army),  and  John  AY. 
(who  died  in  Bowdon,  Ga.).  John  W.  Adamson 
moved  to  the  locality  where  Bowdon  was  afterward 
established,  in  1854.  and  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  that  place.  He  had  a family  of  nine  children, 
all  of  whom  received  a good  education,  two  lie- 


coming prominent  lawyers  and  well-known  men. 
Di.  G.  M,  Adamson,  our  subject,  was  educated  at 
Bowdon,  Ga.  He  studied  medicine  in  an  office  in 
Randolph  County,  Ala.,  and  then  attended  the 
medical  college  at.  Augusta,  Ga.  In  1859  lie  came 
to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Lafayette  County,  where 
he  commenced  to  practice  medicine.  In  1S03  he 
went  to  Columbia  County,  where  he  remained  un- 
til 1807,  when  he  returned  to  this  county,  locating 
on  his  present  farm,  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  farming.  He 
has  always  enjoyed  a good  practice,  and  has  been 
equally  as  successful  in  farming,  owning  309  acres 
of  land,  240  acres  where  he  lives,- and  120  acres  of 
timber  land,  and  has  over  100  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, raising  cotton  principally.  Dr.  Adamson 
was  married  January  1.  1801.  to  Miss  Martha  C. 
Butler,  born  in  South  Carolina  (Orangeburg  Dis- 
trict), June  28,  1830.  a daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Rachel  Butler,  natives  of  South  Carolina,  and  the 
fruits  of  this  union  have  been  live  children,  three  of 
whom  are  still  living,  viz,  : Elizabeth  Eienor  (was 
born  in  Columbia  County,  June  15,  1804,  and  was 
married  to  John  W.  Wilson.  December  31.  1884. 
is  now  the  mother  of  three  children,  viz.  : George 
Robert,  Martha  Madieleine  and  Elizabeth  Hattie 
Dee;  she  is  now  living  in  this  township).  Martha 
Lee  (was  born  in  Columbia  County.  September  10, 
1805,  Was  married  to  Daniel  Green  Jeff  us,  Septem- 
ber 10,  1886,  and  is  now  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren, only  one  living,  viz., Martha  Cathrine,  now  liv- 
ing in  this  township),  Madieleine  Haney  ( was  born 
in  Ouachita  County.  December  23,  1870,  still  at 
home  with  her  parents).  Dr.  Adamson,  Airs. 
Adamson  and  three  children  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church.  The  Doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  of  the  County 
Wheel.  His  wife  and  three  daughters  are  mem- 
bers of  the  O.  E.  S.  He  is  a leading  Democrat, 
and  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the  county,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  all  laudable  public  en- 
terprises. 

J.  M.  Agee,  manufacturer  of  wagons,  plows, 
hacks  and  farming  implements, at  Camden,  Ark.. is  a 
native  Alabamaian,  and  has  inculcated  in  him  the 
sterling  principles  of  the  better  class  of  citizens  of 
that  State.  Ho  was  born  in  Monroe  County  in 
A lay,  1844,  his  parents,  William  P.  and  Coraline 
(Thompson)  Agee,  being  natives  of  North  Carolina 
and  Alabama,  respectively.  In  1849  they  removed 
lo  Arkansas,  and  located  on  a farm  near  Hamburg, 
Ashley  County,  where  the  father  died  in  1800,  his 
wife  passing  from  life  in  Camden. some  time  later. 
J.  M.  Agee  was  reared  and  educated  in  Arkansas, 
and  in  his  youth  became  thoroughly  familiar  with 
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the  details  of  farm  work,  as  this  was  his  sole  occu- 
pation until  lie  was  tii'teen  years  of  age.  He  has 
been  a resident  of  Ouachita  County. since  1859,  and 
upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  enlisted  from 
here  in  Company  H.  Sixth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and 
took  part  in  a number  of  hotly -contested  engage- 
ments, among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  battle 
of  Shiloh,  in  which  engagement  lie  was  wounded 
by  a gun-shot  in  the  right  hand,  three  fingers  be- 
ing taken  off.  He  was  subsequently  discharged, 
but  afterward  joined  the  Fifteenth  Louisiana  Bat- 
talion, and  was  captured  at  Vicksburg  and  taken 
to  Camp  Horton,  Ind. , where  he  was  kept  for 
eighteen  months,  being  exchanged  ten  days  before 
the  final  surrender.  He  returned  to  Camden  and 
engaged  in  the  hardware  and  manufacturing  busi- 
ness, and  this  has  received  his  attention  for  twenty- 
one  years.  He  employs  in  his  factory  from  eight- 
een to  twenty  men.  and  is  doing  an  exceptionally 
paying  business.  Socially.  Mr.  Agee  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  K.  of  H. , and  is 
a stockholder  in  several  of  the  important  enter- 
prises of  the  city.  Miss  Lizzie  Agee  became  his 
wife  in  1868,  and  by  her  he  lias  five  children:  Lila, 
Ewing,  Fred,  Estella  and  Ina. 

Philip  Agee  is  a successful  merchant  of  Lilly, 
Ark.,  and  being  a native-born  resident  of  the 
county,  lie  has  ever  had  her  interests  at  heart. 
His  birth  occurred  OctoberS,  1846,  and  he  is  a son 
of  Philip  and  Mary  (Anderson)  Agee,  both  of  whom 
were  born  near  Mobile,  Ala. . the  former’s  birth  oc- 
curring on  February  3 1802.  He  died  near  where 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  lives,  in  LSi5,  Iris 
wife  dying  in  1862,  when  about  forty  years  of  age. 
They  were  married  in  Alabama,  but  in  1842  came 
to  Arkansas,  and  located  five  miles  southwest  of 
Camden,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Bradshaw 
Place.  After  the  county  was  organized  he  became 
the  first  clerk,  and  served  in  that  capacity  nearly 
twenty-five  years,  when  he  was  disfranchised  by 
the  Republicans.  He  then  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  continuing,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year,  until  his  death.  He  was  strictly  Democratic 
in  politics,  arid  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South.  He  was  mar- 
ried five  times,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  being  his  fourth  wife.  They  became  the 
parents  .of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Philip  being  the  fourth  of  the  family.  He 
spent  his  school  days  in  Camden,  and  for  a few 
months  prior  (o  the  opening  of  the  war  he  was  an 
attendant  of  MeKinzie  Institute,  near  Clarksville, 
lex.  In  the  early  part  of  1863  lie  joined  the 
Memphis  Appeal  Company  of  Artillery, commanded 
by  Capt.  C.  C.  Scott,  and  remained  with  that  com- 


: panv  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  returned 
home  and  followed  various  callings  until  1870, when 
he  came  to  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  living. 

! He  is  the  owner  of  1.000  acres  of  fine  land  in 
Ouachita  County.  In  18.86  he  formed  a partner- 
; ship  with  J.  C.  Culp,  and  has  since  been  engaged 
' in  the  general  mercantile  business,  in  which  he  is 
doing  well.  Like  his  father  before  him,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  in  1SS2  was  elected  on  that  ticket 
I to  the  position  of  county  assessor,  and  served  three 
i consecutive  terms  in  that  capacity.  His  marriage 
to  Miss  Margaret  \Y.  Broughton,  a daughter  of  Ja- 
cob L.  Broughton,  of  this  county,  was  celebrated 
in  1868.  She  was  born  in  Georgia,  and  died  m 
i 1873,  having  borne  three  children,  Mary,  now  at- 
tending school  in  Camden,  being  the  only  one  liv- 
ing. April  27.  1880,  Mr.  Agee  married  Miss  Janie 
McGill,  a daughter  cf  Maj.  W.  McGill  of  Camden, 
by  whom  he  has  four  children:  Oscar  L. , Erwin 

i M. , Carlton  L.  and  Philip,  Jr.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Agee  worship  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South. 

Hon.  William  Franklin  Avera,  editor  and  pro- 
j prietor  of  Ouachita  Herald,  has  been  a resident,  of 
i this  county  the  greater-portion  of  his  life,  although 
! his  birth  occurred  in  Autauga  County.  Ala.,  De- 
cember 23,  1346.  He  was  taken  by  bis  parents  to 
I Camden,  Ark.,  in  January,  ISIS,  and  at  the  early 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
! army,  and  was  in  the  artillery  service,  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  being  a member  of  the  Fifth  Ar- 
kansas Battalion.  After  his  return  from  the  war.  he 
i took  a very  active  part  in  opposing  the  u carpet- 
bag  government, ” from  1 868  to  1874.  and  in  the 
latter  year  was  elected  to  the  Lower  House  of  the 
; State  Legislature.  Under  the  new  constitution, 
which  was  adopted  in  1 S74,he  assisted  in  thoroughly 
reorganizing  the  State  Government,  at  the  regular 
session  of  1874-75,  and  at  the  special  session  of 
1876.  In  the  latter  part  of  this  year  he  was  re- 
elected to  the  General  Assembly  for  two  years 
; more,  and  again  in  1884,  and  during  his  entire  of- 
ficial life  he  was  an  able,  efficient  servant  of  the 
public.  He  served  prominently  on  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee,  and  gained  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion by  his  thorough  knowledge  of  State  finances. 
In  18S5  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Camden 
I by  President  Cleveland,  but  was  removed  from  the 
position  by  President  Harrison,  in  August.  1889.  for 
political  reasons.  In  1886  Gov.  S.  P.  Hughes  ap- 
pointed him  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Arkansas  Industrial  University  at  Fayette- 
ville, and  was  reappointed  to  the  position  by  Gov. 
Eagle,  in  1888,  and  is  now  serving  the  latter 
term:  He  has  also  filled  many  local  positions  of 
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honor  and  trust,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
lias  been  faithful  to  every  trust,  and  his  ca- 
reer has  been  oue  of  great  credit.  He  has  al- 
ways been  noted  for  his  fearless  and  outspoken 
views,  as  well  as  for  Ids  independence  and  un- 
faltering devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  people. 
He  has  been  for  sometime  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Ouachita  Herald,  and  his  son  Preston  is  the 
publisher  and  business  manager  of  tire  same,  and 
through  its  columns  they  espouse  all  worthy  enter- 
prises, and  yield  no  slight  influence  in  directing  the 
proper  steps  to  be  taken  for  their  successful  con- 
duct. Mr.  Avera  was  married,  in  1808/ to  Miss 
Martha  O.  Livingston,  a daughter  of  a wealthy 

O to 

planter  of  Union  County.  They  have  a daughter 
and  two  sons. 

Judge  Asa  W.  Bacchus  is  too  well  known  to 
need  a formal  introduction  to  the  people  of  this 
section,  but  certainly  this  volume  would  be  incom- 
plete without  giving  prominence  to  a name  that 
has  been  for  so  long  connected  with  the  material 
interests  of  Ouachita  County.  Mr.  Bacchus  was 
bora  January  29.  1809,  in  Davidson  County.  Tenn.. 
near  Nashville,  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Ellison) 
Bacchus,  natives  of  North  Carolina.  The  father, 
a farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  January  31, 
1766,  in  Rowan  County,  N.  C. , of  Welsh  descent, 
and  came  to  Tennessee  about  1792,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  14.  1839. 
The  mother  was  born  March  23.  1772.  of  Irish  de- 
scent, and  died  August  30,  1860,  a worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  They  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being 
the  next  to  the  youngest,  and  the  only  one  now  liv- 
ing. Mr.  Bacchus  received  a good  education  at 
the  common  schools  of  Tennessee,  remaining  at 
home  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1828 
to  Miss  Sarah  F.  Bush  art,  born  in  North  Carolina, 
September  22,  1809,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Nancy  (Fullingwider)  Bush  art.  of  German  descent. 
For  about  twenty  years  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Bacchus  engaged  in  teaching  school,  which  occu- 
pation he  had  been  engaged  in  previous  to  bis  mar- 
riage. In  1849  he  removed  to  Arkansas,  locating 
in  tlus  county,  where  he  entered  a tract  of  land, 
and  cleared  up  a farm.  To  the  union  of  Mr  and 
Mrs.  Bacchus  have  been  born  nine  children,  viz.: 
Lizzie  (wife  of  Henry  G.  Cranford,  a farmer  of 
Marion  Township),  Nancy  H.  (the  widow  of  Uriah 
Tyson  of  Texas),  Mary  ("now  the  wife  of  Nathan 
C.  Yarbrough  of  Columbia  County),  Susan  (the 
widow  of  William  C.  Criner.  a brother  of  Joseph 
W.  Criner,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this  work),  Asa 
M.  (a  sewing  machine  agent  of  Eldorado),  and 
John,  "William  and  Robert,  who  were  killed  in  the 


Confederate  army,  and  Adolphus  (who  died  about 
fifteen  years  after  the  war.  While  he  was  able  to 
attend  to  his  farm,  Mr.  Bacchus  owned  440  acres 
| of  land,  but  he  has  since  disposed  of  this  property, 
j recently  selling  the  last  200  acres  of  land.  He  is 
| worth  considerable  in  money,  mortgages  aud  per- 
j sonal  property.  Mr.  and.  Mrs.  Bacchus  are  mem- 
! bers  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Bac- 
| elms  is  a strong  Democrat  in  politics,  and  cast  his 
i first  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson.  He  was  elected  to 
! the  office  of  county  and  probate  judge  of  Ouachita 
County  in  1860,  and  served  for  six  years  in  that 
I capacity.  He  is  a well-known  citizen  of  Ouachita 
County,  of  large  political  influence  throughout  the 
community  in  which  he  lives. 

C.  B.  Barham,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Cam- 
i den,  Ark.  C.  JR.  Barham,  another  representative 
i citizen  of  the  county,  has  become  well  known  to 
the  farming  and  stock-raising  interests  of  Ouachita 
| Count}-,  and  is  a mau  who  fully  appreciates  the 
! comforts  of  a competence  gained  by  individual  ef- 
j forts.  He  was  born  in  the  Blue-Grass  State  in 
1825,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Susan  (Fort- 
ner) Barham,  and  the  grandson  of  James  Barham, 
who  was  a soldier  in  the  war  for  independence. 

| The  latter  died  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  in  1866,  at  the 
j age  of  one  hundred  and  eleven  years.  William 
Barham  was  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  was 
of  English  descent.  He  came  to  Kentucky  with 
: his  father  when  about  twelve  years  of  age,  and  al- 
; though  he  was  well  educated,  he  chose  farming 
! as  his  life’s  occupation.  In  1839  he  moved  to 
Henry  County,  Tenn.,  bought  land  and  resided 
; there  until  1849,  when  he  came  to  this  county, 

| and  here  tilled  the  soil  for  two  years.  After  this 
i he  sold  his  farm  and  was  engaged  in  various  pur- 
i suits  until  1854.  when  he  purchased  land  in  Ne- 
vada County.  There  he  remained  until  his  death, 

; which  occurred  in  1876.  Mrs.  Barham  was  also  a 
| native  of  North  Carolina,  and  of  English  parentage. 

! She  died  in  the  same  county  as  her  husband  in 
1874.  Of  tbe  seven  children  born  to  their  mar- 
riage only  two  are  now  living:  C.  IF,  and  "William 
P.  (who  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Nevada 
County).  C.  II.  Barham  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and 
after  commencing  life  for  himself,  moved  back  to 
Graves  County,  Kv. . where  he  engaged  in  the 
foundry  and  blacksmithing  business  for  two  years. 
He  came  to  this  State  in  1853  aud  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  Nevada  County,  after  which  be  embarked 
in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  was  engaged  in  this 
until  1856.  when  he  moved  to  Ouachita  County, 
although  his  business  in  Nevada  County  was  still 
; continued  by  his  brother,  who  was  his  partner  un- 
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til  1 858.  Then  our  subject  sold  out  to  his  brother 
and  turned  his  attention  to  f arising  and  keeping  a j 
public  house  at  a place  called  A\  oodlawn.  in  this 
county,  lifteen  miles  west  of  Camden.  He  was 
there  until  and  during  the  war,  and  was  appointed 
postmaster  under  President  Buchanan’s  adminis- 
tration, was  also  elected  bailiff  of  his  township,  and 
was  doing  a general  collecting  business.  He  was  j 
allowed  to  remain  at  home  during  the  war  until 
1 80 i , when  he  joined  Gen.  Price’s  staff,  and  was 
with  him  nntil  he  made  bis  raid  through  Missouri. 
He  was  then  attached  to  Maj.  Monroe  in  the 
quartermaster  department,  and  served  as  a pilot  to  j 
Cron.  Price's  staff,  while  through  the  country.  Ho  j 
surrendered  at  Shreveport.  La.  Returning  home,  j 
he  engaged  in  farming  at  AYoodlawn,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  fall  of  1S7-1,  when  he  purchased  j 
his  present  property  of  17 5 acres,  100  acres  im-  ! 
proved.  He  generally  raises  from  thirty  to  sixty  j 
i bales  of  cotton,  and  gins  annually  150  bales.  In  j 
the  spring  of  1878  Mr.  Barham  engaged  in  the  i 
saw-mill  business,  and  was  the  first  man  to  erect  a J 
saw-mill  on  the  Camden  A Gurdou  Branch  road. 
He  suspended  his  interest  in  the  saw-mill  business 
! about  two  years  ago  (1888)  but  is  making  some  ar- 
rangements about  entering  the  business  again. 
Mr.  Barham  was  married  in  1854  to  Miss  Amantha 
Good,  of  Graves  County,  Ivy.,  born  iu  1825,  and 
the  daughter  of  Amos  and  Soaomoa  Good,  natives  ! 
of  Tennessee.  Mrs.  Barham  was  one  of  five  chil- 
dren only  two  now  living — Mrs.  Barham,  and  Henry  j 
| C.  (who  resides  eighteen  miles  southwest  of  Cam-  I 
den,  this  county,  and  is  a farmer).  Mr.  Barham  is  | 
a man  who  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  all 
things  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  county,  and 
donates  liberally  to  all  laudable  enterprises.  He  j 
and  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  church, 
and  Mr.  Barham  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  j 
M.,  Camden  Lodge  No.  11,  It.  A.  M.  of  Stephens,  ! 
AY  oodlawn  Chapter  No.  10,  and  has  held  all  the 
offices  in  said  orders.  At  present  be  is  second  | 
officer  in  the  Chapter  of  that  order.  He  is  also  j 
an  Odd  Fellow,  belonging  to  Camden  Lodge. 
Mr.  Barham  votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket, 
and  his  first  vote  was  for  James  Iv.  Polk,  in  1844. 

C.  S.  Black.  In  compiling  an  account  of  the 
mercantile  establishments  of  Lilley,  Ark.,  the  mer- 
cantile house  owned  and  conducted  by  Mr.  Black 
is  eminently  worthy  of  mention.  He  was  bom  in 
Randolph  County,  Ark.,  January  81,  1842,  and 
was  the  third  of  eight  children — four  sous  and  four 
daughters — born  to  Seaburii  and  Zeura  (Sloan) 
Black,  whose  union  took  place  in  Lawrence  County,  ; 
Ark.  The  y were  born  in  Kentucky  and  Missouri, 
respectively,  and  the  former  died  in  Ouachita  : 
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County,  Ark.,  in  1S57,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years,  and  the  latter  in  Texas  in  1882  aged  sixty- 
five  years.  After  their  marriage  they  resided  in 
Lawrence  and  Randolph  Counties  until  1840,  then 
moved  to  Ouachit  a County,  where  the  father  passed 
his  last  days.  In  1878  his  widow  went-  to  Tex- 
as with  her  children,  and  settled  in  Delta  County, 
and  both  she  and  her  husband  were  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
The  father  was  a farmer  and  trader,  and  when  a 
small  bov  was  taken  by  his  parents  from  his  na- 
tive State  to  Arkansas.  He  was  a Democrat  and  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  C.  S.  Black 
received  the  advantages  of  the  schools  of  Prince- 
ton, Ark.,  in  his  youth,  but  in  August,  1801,,  he 
dropped  his  books  to  join  the  Third  Arkansas  Cav- 
alry. with  which  he  served  faithfully  until  after 
the  battle  of  Cbickamaoga  in  1808,  when  he  re- 
turned home  and  joined  Gen.  Fagan’s  escort,  and 
was  with  Price  on  his  raid  through  Missouri,  and 
he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Corinth,  Iuka, 
Franklin,  Spring  Hill  and  Chickamauga  during  his 
earlier  service.  At  the  first-named  battle  he  was 
wounded  twice,  first  in  the  left  arm  and  then  in 
the  left  thigh,  and  from  the  effects  of  his  wounds 
was  in  a very  dangerous  condition  for  some  time. 
After  the  war  he  went  to  Texas,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1868,  then  came  to  Arkansas,  and  lo- 
cated in  Ouachita  County,  and  purchased  200  acres 
of  his  present  plantation,  but  is  now  the  owner  of 
a section  of  land.  In  1870  in  connection  with 
managing  Ms  plantation  he  purchased  a supply  of 
general  merchandise,  and  has  followed  this  occu- 
pation very  successfully  up  to  the  present  time, 
and  is  now  doing  a very  extensive  business.  He 
was  married.  May  13,  1809,  to  Miss  Minnie  Agee,  a 
daughter  of  Philip  Agee,  a sketch  of  whom  appears 
in  another  part  of  this  work.  She  was  born  in 
Camden,  Ark.,  January  4,  1851,  and  her  union 
with  Air.  Black  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four 
sons:  "Walter,  Leo.  Sidney  and  Trosey,  unfortu- 
nately all  died  but  Leo.  The  family  worship  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  in 
his  political  views  he  is  a Democrat.  His  plan- 
tation, which  goes  by  the  name  of  Long  Branch,  is 
well  known  as  a commercial  point.  Air.  Black  is 
large  and  commanding  in  appearance,  and  his 
word  is  o;ood  for  thousands  in  any  of  the  cities  of 
the  United  States,  in  fact  but  few  men  in  Arkan- 
sas stand  higher  in  the  commercial  world. 

E.  11.  Blake,  dealer  in  hardware  and  furniture. 
Stephens,  Ark.  Prominent  among  the  commercial 
resources  of  the  town  of  Stephens  must  be  included 
the  trade  carried  on  in  hardware  and  furniture, 
and  among  them  most  prominently  identified  with 
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it  is  Mr.  F.  H.  Blake.  Tins  gentleman  was  born  i 
in  South  Carolina,  February  3.  1837,  and  is  the  son 
of  Jones  Blake,  a native  of  Virginia,  who  was  born 
in  1804,  and  died  April  8,  1880,  in  Nevada  County. 
Ark.  W hen  about  four  years  of  age  Jones  Blake 
emigrated  with  his  parents  to  North  Carolina,  and 
afterward' to  Chester  Comity,  S.  O.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  that  State,  to  Elizabeth  Allen,  a native  of 
Chester  County,  S.  0.  In  1839  he  emigrated  to 
Nevada  County,  Ark.,  where  the  mother  died  in 
May,  1860.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Stephens 
Blake,  was  a native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  and  was 
of  Irish  descent.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  Jones 
Blake,  E.  H.  Blake  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth, 
and  five  are  now  living.  He- was  reared  in  South 
Cardlina,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  State.  He  was  married  in  Nevada 
County,  Ark. , to  Miss  Amanda  C.  Mendenhall,  in 
1860.  She  was  a daughter  of  Thomas  Menden- 
hall, who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Nevada 
County.  Mrs.  .Blake  died  in  1864.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1SSS,  Mr.  Blake  was  married  to  Miss  Sebia 
Hardy,  a native  of  Arkansas,  and  to  them  has  been 
born  one  child.  Mr.  Blake  served  two  and  one- 
half  years  on  detached  service  in  the  Confederate 
army.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

James  Benjamin  Bradshaw,  an  old  settler  of 
Lafayette  Township  (known  as  Benjamin  B.),  was 
born  in  Prince  Edward  County.  Va. , February 
6.  1S34.  a son  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Pinnich) 
Bradshaw,  natives  of  Virginia.  Richard  Bradshaw 
was  born  in  1805,  a son  of  Benjamin  Bradshaw,  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Richard  Brad- 
shaw was  a slave  trader  bv  occupation  of  Rich- 
mond. Va.  He  came  to  this  State  in  1850,  locat- 
ing in  this  township,  and  entered  a large  tract  of 
wild  land.  He  died  in  1886.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  died  in  1877.  leaving  ten  children,  of  whom 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  survivor,  and 
Mr.  Bradshaw  then  married  (in  1878)  Mrs.  Martha 
Posey,  nee  Hays,  of  this  county.  She  is  still  liv- 
ing in  this  county,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Robinson,  of 
Stephens.  James  B.  Bradshaw  came  to  this  coun- 
ty at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  commenced  work  for  himself, 
being  employed  in  brick-making  for  a while,  and 
then  engaged  in  farming,  which  occupation  lie  has 
since  continued.  He  purchased  his  recent  farm  in 
1S78,  comprising  3<>0  acres  of  land,  with  about 
100  acres  under  cultivation.  In  1862  he  enlist- 
ed in  the  infantry  service,  then  detailed  in  the 
ordnance  department,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  Mr.  Bradshaw  was  married  in  Jan- 
uary, 1861,  to  Miss  Frances  Franks,  who  was 


born  in  Louisiana  in  1845,  and  is  a daughter 
of  McCanby  and  Rebecca  (Ross)  Franks,  natives 
of  Louisiana,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have 
been  nine  children,  seven  of  whom,  are  still  liv- 
ing, viz.  : Andrew  Lee  (now  married  and  farm- 
ing on  his  father’s  laud).  James  McCanby,  Joseph 
W. , Prudeua  Lima,  Utilla,  Oscar  S.  and  Claud,  all 
at  home.  Mr.  Bradshaw  is  a prosperous  farmer, 
and  devotes  his  time  chiefly  to  the  cultivation  of 
cotton.  Both  he  arid  wife  are  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Bradshaw 
is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  political  matters,  as  well  as  in  all 
work  for  the  good  of  the  community. 

Dr.  J.  N.  Bragg  is  the  oldest  medical  practi- 
tioner of  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  and  has,  during 
his  long  years  of  practice,  proven  himself  to  be  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  fully  deserves  the 
confidence  which  is  accorded  him  by  all.  He  was 
born  in  Lowndes  County,  Ala..  May  4, 1838,  and  is 
I a son  of  Peter  N.  and  Martha  W.  (Crook)  Bragg, 
who  were  born  in  Spartanburg  District.  S.  C.,  and 
were  there  reared  and  married.  They  soon  emi- 
grated to  Alabama,  thence  to  Arkansas  in  1843, 

1 and  located  in  what  is  now  Camden,  in  Ouachita 
: County,  the  place  being  then  known  as  Ecore 
j Fabre,  named  in  honor  of  a Frenchman,  but  Mr. 
Bragg  and  a number  of  other  men  named  the 
place  in  honor  of  Camden,  S.  C..  there  being  only 
j four  or  live  houses  in  the  place  at  the  time.  Mr. 
i Bragg  entered  a tract  of  land  four  miles  west  of 
| the  town,  and  here  resided  until  his  death  in  1855. 
cat  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  His  wife  died  in 
1879,  having  borne  a family  of  seven  children: 
W alter  L.,  Virginia  C. , Junius  N.,  Florence  M.. 
j Anthon  V.,  Albert  P.  and  John  M.  The  paternal 
: grandfather,  Peter  N.  Bragg,  entered  the  Ameri- 
j can  army  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  when 
only  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  was  in  the  battle  of 
' Camden,  S.  C.  Dr.  J.  N.  Bragg  bas  been  a resi- 
: dent  of  Arkansas  since  be  was  five  years  of  age, 

! and  bis  name  bas  become  a familiar  household 
! word.  He  was  educated  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

1 The  year  1861  witnessed  his  graduation  from  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Louisiana, 
and  he  immediately  began  practicing  at  Camden, 

\ but  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  V ar  caused  him 
: to  give  up  this  work  and  become  a member  of  the 
Confederate  army.  He  enlisted  as  a private,  but 
, was  soon  appointed  assistant  surgeon  by  the  med- 
ical board  of  Little  Rock,  in  the  Eleventh  Arkan- 
sas Infantry,  and  served  in  this  capacity  until  the 
' close  of  the  war.  He  then  returned  to  his  old 
: homo  in  Camden,  where  he  has  since  been  an  act- 
| ivo  practitioner.  He  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
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for  oflice,  but.  has  paid  strict  attention  to  his  pro- 
fession, and  is  classed  among  the  experts  of  South- 
( rn  Arkansas.  He  was  married,  in  J 803,  to  Miss 
Anna  J.  Goddard,  and  of  four  children  born  to 
them  only  one  survives — Helen  J. 

V.  Bragg,  planter.  Camden.  Ark.  This 
native-born  resident  of  the  county,  was  born  on  the 
place  where  he  now  resides  in  1815,  and  is  the 
fifth  of  seven  children,  the  result  of  the  union  of 
P.  N.  and  Martha  AV.  (Crook)  Bragg-  [see  sketch 
of  J.  N.  Bragg  j.  A.  Y.  Bragg  was  educated  in 
Camden,  this  county,  and  at  the  ago  of  eighteen 
years  joined  the  Confederate  army,  Company  B, 
Thirty-third  .Arkansas  Uegiment  Infantry.  Lappin’s 
Brigade,  Churchill’s  Division,  as  private,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Camden  and  Jenkins’  Ferry,  his 
regiment  losing  ninety-two  men  out  of  200  at  the 
latter  place.  At  the  latter  place  he  returned  home 
and  resumed  farming  on  his  present  property, 
which  was  entered  by  his  father  in  1843,  and 
which  consisted  of  -SOU  acres.  Air.  Bragg  has  since 
added  to  this  about  800  acres,  and  now  has  about 
400  or  500  acres  under  a tine  state  of  cultivation, with 
a steam  gin  on  the  place,  good  residences  and  out- 
buildings. etc.  He  produces  annually  about  eighty 
bales  of  cotton,  and  gins  annually  about  175  bales. 
He  also  raises  mules,  horses  and  cattle,  and  is  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  this  section.  At  the  close 
of  the  war,  Air.  Bragg  like  a great  many  other 
men,  was  financially  a bankrupt,  but  he  went  to 
work  with  the  determination  to  succeed,  and  is 
now  in  very  comfortable  circumstances  indeed. 
The  Bragg  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  State, 
and  our  subject’s  father  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  this  county.  He  died  in  1855,  and  the 
mother  in  18/9.  In  1882  Air.  Bragg  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  succeeded  himself  in 
1884,  holding  the  office  for  four  years,  and  serving 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
people.  Air.  Bragg  is  a relative  of  Gen.  Braxter 
Bragg,  of  the  late  war.  He  is  one  of  the  leading- 
farmers  of  the  county,  and  a man  universally  re- 
spected. 

John  M.  Branton  has  been  a resident  of  Ouach- 
ita County.  Ark.,  for  nearly  half  a century,  and 
in  regard  to  the  calling  to  which  iie  has  given  his 
attention  through  life, he  has  followed  in  his  father’s 
footsteps,  and  is  an  agriculturist.  He  was  born  in 
Columbus  County,  April  5.  1832.  being  a son 
of  Ephraim  and  Susanna  (Tatum)  Branton.  who 
were  born  in  North  Carolina.  February  10,  1794, 
and  January  10,  1794,  respectively.  The  father  re 
moved  with  his  family  to  Mississippi  in  1834.  from 
there  to  Alabama  in  1837,  and  in  1843  came  to 
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Arkansas,  and  entered  a tract  of  land  in  Ouach- 
ita County  at  81.25  per  acre.  On  this  farm  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  May  10,  1857,  his  wife’s  death  occurring  on 
October  IS.  1885.  Their  marriage  took  place  in 
ISiO,  and  their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  thir- 
teen children,  only  four  of  whom  are  now  living: 
John  M.,  Wilson  H. . Alice  J.  (widow  of  Reuben 
Webb),  and  Civil  (wife  of  Andrew  J.  Gillespie). 
John  M.  Branton,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch,  remained  with  his  father  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  and  upon  the  opening-  of  the  Civil 
\\  ar  which  had  so  long  threatened  the  country,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  under  Capt.  H.  M.  Puri- 
foy,  and  was  a participant  in  the  battles  of  Fort 
Henry,  Fort  -Donelson,  and  at  the  battle  of  Port 
Hudson  he  was  captured  and  taken  to  Camp  Bat- 
tler, at  Springfield,  111.,  but  at  the  end  of  six 
months,  was  exchanged  at  Vicksburg,  Miss. , and 
rejoined  his  regiment.  He  soon,  after  took  part  in 
the  second  battle  of  Port  Hudson,  but  was  again 
taken  prisoner.  After  his  return  home  from  the 
war  he  resumed  the  occupation  of  farming,  in 
which  he  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  successful, 
for  he  is  now  the  owner  of  500  acres  of  land,  with 
fifty  acres  under  cultivation,  all  of  which  is  excel- 
lent farming  land.  He  is  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  is  a Democrat,  politically, 
and  as  a man  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know 
him.  He  has  never  married. 

J.  M.  Brooks  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Brooks 
House  at  Camden,  Ark.,  one  of  the  best  hostelries 
in  this  portion  of  the  State.  He  is  a native  of 
Camden,  and  as  such  is  looked  upon  with  consider- 
able pride  by  the  people  of  the  county  as  a worthy 
representative  of  a cultured  and  relined  common- 
wealth. His  birth  occurred  on  January  26,  i860, 
he  being  a son  of  Joaband  Anna  S.  (Ruth)  Brooks, 
the  former  a native  of  Georgia  and  the  latter  of 
New  York.  In  1856  they  located  in  Arkansas,  and 
the  father  was  engaged  in  speculating  in  Camden 
until  his  death  in  1861.  He  was  the  father  of 
two  children:  Ruth  (wife  of  James  Morfett,  of 
Butte  City,  Alont.)  and  James  M.  Upon  the 
death  of  Air.  Brooks  his  widow  married  James 
Jennings,  a gunsmith  and  dealer  in  tombstones, 
well  known  throughout  the  county.  He  was  city 
marshal  for  over  ten  years,  and  became  quite  noted 
for  his  bravery  and  nerve.  J.  M.  Brooks  was 
obliged  to  begin  earning  his  own  liv  ing  at  an  early 
day,  and  consequently  received  only  about  one 
year’s  schooling.  He  was  determined,  however,  to 
become  a well-informed  man.  and  many  of  his  leis- 
ure moments,  especially  the  early  part  of  the  even- 
ings,'were  devoted  to  study,  and  he  thus  acquired 


. 


. 


. 


« 


. 


058 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


a fair  business  education.  He  was  reared  to  the 
hotel  business,  and  certainly  has  a thorough  knowl- 
edge of  that  work,  and  having  just  completed  a 
new  brick  addition  to  his  old  building  which  is  two 
stories  in  height  and  is  in  modern  style,  his  estab- 
lishment is  well  fitted  to  accommodate  a large 
number  of  guests.  He  has  forty  sleeping  rooms, 
and  can  accommodate  over  one  hundred  guests, 
his  house  being  the  only  first-class  one  in  the  town. 
Mr.  Brooks  is  a hospitable  and  accommodating 
landlord,  and  does  everything  in  his  power  to  please 
his  patrons  and  make  them  comfortable,  and  that 
he  is  successful  is  fully  attested  by  all  who  have 
patronized  his  house.  His  mother  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  in  1800,  and  together  they  have  had 
a Avide  experience  in  hotel  life,  and  have  but  feAV 
equals.  Mr.  Brooks  was  married  in  June,  1889, 
to  Miss  Anna  Y.  Young,  a daughter  of  Col.  J.  R. 
Young.  Mr.  Brooks  has  been  a member  of  the  Iv. 
of  P.  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Dr.  J.  AY.  BroAvn,  retired  physician  and  a 
prosperous  merchant,  of  Camden,  Ark.,  was  born 
in  Lawrence  County,  S.  C. . May  12,  1835,  being  a 
son  of  William  and  Jane  (Leake)  Brown,  both  of 
whom  Avere  also  born  in  the  Palmetto  State. 
After  their  marriage,  Avhich  took  place  in  South 
Carolina,  they  removed  to  Mississippi,  in  1844, 
and  from  that  State  to  Ouachita  County,  Ark., 
in  1858,  and  settled  on  a farm  twenty  miles  west 
of  Camden.  Here  the  father  died  in  1801.  and 
the  mother  in  Camden,  in  NoA'ember,  1SSS.  a°-ed 
I eighty -eight  years,  being  the  oldest  person,  in  the 
county  at  the  time  of  her  death.  The  paternal 
j grandparents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  at  an 
early  day  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in 
Laurens  District,  S.  C..  where  they  spent  the 
rest  of  their  days.  Dr.  J.  W.  Brown  is  one  of 
tAvo  surviving  members  (the  other  member  being 
| Mrs.  Dr.  Leake  of  Texas),  of  ten  children,  and 
the  most  of  his  education  Avas  received  in  the 
j State  of  Mississippi.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  and  in  1855,  en- 
J tered  the  Medical  College  of  Nashville,  Tenn. , and 
j two  years  thereafter  graduated  at  Augusta,  Ga. 
He  came  to  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  in  1858,  and 
was  engaged  in  private  practice  until  the  war 
broke  out  betAveen  the  States,  then  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  service,  and  was  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  army  until  the  final  surrender. 

I He  then  returned  to  Camden  and  abandoning  his 
j profession  he  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits 
j Avhich  have  received  his  attention  ever  since,  his 
i adventures  along  this  line  being  attended  Avith  good 
results.  He  has  always  been  found  to  be  very 
public-spirited  and  has  given  liberally  of  his  means 


1 to  worthy  enterprises  as  well  as  assisting  by  his  in- 
fluence. He  is  one  of  the  organizers,  and  is  now 
building  the  Camden  A Eldorado  Railroad,  of 
which  he  is  vice-president,  and  is  possessed  of  a line 
property,  being  the  OAvner  of  a large  amount  of 
, real  estate.  He  is  one  of  the  city  aldermen,  is 
president  of  the  Ouachita  Valley  Bank,  president 
of  the  common-school  board,  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Hendrick  College,  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Vanderbilt  University,  president  of  the 
Camden  Cotton  Compress  Company  and  was  a 
' member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Arkansas 
: Industrial  University.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  order,  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the 
K.  of  H.  Too  much  can  not  be  said  in  praise  of 
Dr.  Brown  as  a man  and  citizen,  for  he  has  identi- 
fied himself  with  every  worthy  movement  of  the 
people,  and  has  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being 
not  only  a substantial  and  progressive  man  of 
business,  but  intelligent  and  strictly  honorable  and 
■ upright  in  his  dealings  Avith  his  fellow-men.  He 
was  married  in  1866  to  Miss  Annie  E.  Hatley,  and 
by  her  is  the  father  of  live  children:  J.  W..  George 
W.,  Edward  Al. , Marion  H.  and  Annie  Estelle. 
The  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  he  has  tilled  the  position  of  steward 
and  teacher  of  the  Bible  class  for  fifteen  years.  He 
Avas  a delegate  to  the  last  annual  conference  held 
at  Pine  Bluff,  and  also  a delegate  to  the  general 
conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  Avhich  convened  at  St.  Louis  in  May,  1390. 

Henry  Gaston  Bunn,  son  of  David  and  Eliza- 
beth Bunn,  both  noAv  deceased.  Avas  born  in  Nash 
County.  N.  C.,  June  12.  1838,  and  removed 
AA’ith  his  parents  to  Fayette  County,  Tenn.,  in 
JS44.  and  thence  to  Ouachita  County  (noAv  Cal- 
houn), in  1846.  He  attended  Davidson  College. 
North  Carolina,  from  January,  1859,  to  May,  1861, 
when  he  returned  home  and  volunteered  in  the 
Confederate  army,  in  the  summer  of  1861,  and 
became  third  lieutenant  in  Company  A.  Fourih 
Arkansas  Regiment  of  Infantry.  In  November, 
1861,  he  avhs  appointed  adjutant  of  the  regiment, 
and  in  April,  1862,  at  Corinth,  Miss..  Avas  made 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  Avas  promoted  to  the  colo- 
nelcy November  4.  1862.  He  Avas  in  command  of 
the  brigade  at  the  surrender,  under  Gen.  Joseph 
E.  Johnston,  April  26,  1865,  at  Greensboro,  N.C., 
and  marched  his  brigade  home  afterward,  together 
with  other  veteran  troops  of  the  A rmy  of  the  Tennes- 
see. Mr.  Bunn  began  the  practice  of  law  in  1866, 
and  moved  to  Camden  in  January,  1868.  where  he 
has  since  resided,  practicing  his  profession.  He 
Avas  State  Senator  from  Ouachita  and  Nevada  Coun- 
ties, in  1873—74,  until  June  of  the  latter  year, 
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wlit'ii  lie  resigned  to  take  liis  scat  in  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  that  year,  to  Which  he  had 
!,.•<  n elected  delegate  from  Ouachita  County.  He 
lias  not  held  any  public  position  since  that  time, 
except  special  judgeship  in  the  circuit  and  Su- 
premo Courts,  occasionally,  and  such  as  are  local  ; 
to  Camden. 

John  A.  Burton,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best 
known  settlers  of  Ouachita  County.  Bridge  Creek 
Township,  was  bom  March  3,  1825,  in  Spartanburg 
District,  S.  C. , a sou  of  Jesse  and  Lea  ( Bonier) 
Burton,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  His  father  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  moved  to  Henry 
County,  Tenn.,  in  1826,  where  he  lived  until  Lis 
death,  which  occurred  about  1870,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty  years.  He  and  wife  were  members 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  The  mother 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a daughter  of  Reu- 
ben Bonier,  and  by  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Burton, 
was  the  mother  of  twelve  children,  two  of  whom  ■ 
only  survive.  They  are  John  A.,  the  subject  of  , 
this  sketch,  and  Lemuel  II.,  a mechanic  of  Dallas,  1 
Tex.  Mr.  Burton  knows  nothing  of  his  parents’  ! 
history.  Mr.  Burton  was  reared  in  Tennessee  on 
his  father’s  farm.  In  1818  be  came  to  Arkansas, 
locating  in  this  county,  where  he  entered  a tract 
of  wild  land,  on  which  he  lived  for  three  years. 
He  then  purchased  a farm  in  this  township  and 
engaged  in  farming,  and  also  owned  and  operated 
a saw  aud  grist  mill  (water  power),  which  was 
known  and  patronized  throughout  the  township. 

In  1870  he  moved  to  Columbia  County,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  saw-mill  business  until  1881, 
when  he  came  back  here,  and  has  since  been  living 
with  his  son,  Jacob  AY.  Burton.  Mr.  Burton  was 
married  January  3,  1811,  to  Miss  Carolina  Travis, 
a native  of  North  Carolina,  born  in  1825,  a daugh-  ; 
ter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Miller)  Travis,  and  by  this 
union  has  had  seven  children,  live  of  whom  are 
still  living,  viz.  : Jacob  AH.  (whose  sketch  immedi- 
ately follows  this),  Mary  B.  (now  Mrs,  Smith,,  of 
this  township),  Thomas  A.  (owner  of  200  acres  of 
land),  Jesse  (a  farmer  of  Columbia  County,  own- 
ing 200  acres  of  land),  and  John. (also  owning  200 
acres  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Columbia  County  ). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burton  are  members  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church.  Socially.  Mr.  Bur- 
ton is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  the  I.  O. 

O.  F.,  and  the  County  Wheel.  Politically,  he  is 
a stanch  Democrat,  aud  takes  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  as  well  as  all  work  for  the  good  of  the 
community. 

Jacob  AY.  Burton,  son  of  John  A.  Burton. 
'Bmso  sketch  precedes  this,  was  born  November  14, 

ISl.l, 

in  Henry  County.  Tenn.,  and  when  he  was  1 
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four  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  this 
county,  where  he  was  reared  and  received  his  edu- 
cation. In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
service  in  the  Third  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  par- 
ticipated in  many  battles,  the  principal  ones,  how- 
ever, being  Gettysburg  and  Missionary  Ridge.  He 
was  captured  on  Longstreet’s  retreat  from  Knox- 
ville to  Morristown,  and  was  taken  to  Knoxville, 
where  he  was  paroled  and  went  to  Nashville,  where 
he  remained  for  some  time;  then,  after  having  j 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he  went  to  Helena, 
Ark.  The  following  year  he  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil  on  rented  land  in  Phillips  County,  and 
later,  came  to  this  county,  entered  a quarter  section 
of  land,  on  which  he  lived  until  about  1878,  when 
be  sold  this  place  and  purchased  his  present  farm 
on  which  he  still  lives.  Air.  Burton  has  been 
twice  married,  first  wedding  Mrs.  Susan  Pate, 
in  March,  1865,  a native  of  this  State.  She  died 
in  1873,  leaving  one  child,  Cornelius  M. , now  at 
home.  In  1876  Air.  Burton  was  again  married, 
this  time  to  Airs.  Agnes  Hoffman,  nee  Tyson,  a na- 
tive of  Tennessee,  and  daughter  of  Uriah  Tyson, 
also  of  that  State.  She  was  first  married  to  J.  R. 
AYilson,  of  this  county,  who  died.  She  then  mar- 
ried Andrew  Hoffman,  also  of  this  county,  and 
he  left  her.  The  union  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Burton 
has  been  blessed  with  five  children,  of  whom  three 
are  still  living,  viz. : Edna  Agness,  Emma  Ada  and 
Finnes  Ewing.  Air.  Burton  is  the  owner  of  860 
acres  of  land,  and  cultivates  about  150,  raising  cot- 
ton principally.’  He  also  devotes  considerable  at- 
tention to  raising  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  for  mar- 
ket. Air.  and  Airs.  Burton  are  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  Air.  Burton  is 
a member  of  the  Alasonic  order  and  of  the  Agri- 
cultural AY  heel.  He  is  an  ardent  Democrat,  and 
is  well  known  throughout  Bridge  Creek  Township, 
giving  his  time  and  influence  to  all  public  enter- 
prises for  the  good  of  the  community. 

James  Richardson  Campbell,  a farmer,  Ste- 
phens, Ark.  Prominent  among  the  leading  farmers 
of  the  county  stands  the  name  of  the  above-mentioned 
gentleman,  who  was  born  in  what  is  now  Howard 
County.  Ark.,  on  February  11,  1859,  and  who  is  the 
son  of  Arthur  and  Frances  Jane  (AYommock)  Camp- 
bell. both  natives  of  Tennessee.  The  father  was 
reared  in  Tennessee,  and  came  to  Arkansas  when  a 
single  man.  He  was  married  in  Howard  County, 
Ark,,  and  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  in  that  county 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers.  He  died 
during  the  late  Civil  War.  The  mother  is  now  a 
resident  of  Stephens,  Ark.,  and  is  living  with  her 
second  hpsband.  James  Richardson  Campbell  was 
the  fourth  of  five  children  born  to  his  parents. 
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His  early  scholastic  training  was  received  in  Colum- 
bia County,  Ark.,  and  his  marriage  to  Miss  Martha 
D.  Parker,  was  consummated  in  1887.  The  latter 
was  born  in  Columbia  County.  Ark.,  in  April.  1807, 
and  she  is  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Martha  D. 
(McDavid)  Parker.  To.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell 
has  been  born  one  child.  Mr.  Campbell  has 
resided  on  his  present  property  since  1884,  and  has 
160  acres  of  land  with  sixty  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. This,  tine  farm  is  situated  one  and  a half 
miles  southeast  of  Stephens,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
in  the  township  Mr.  Campbell  is  a member  of 
the  Wheel,  and  in  his  political  views  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party,  casting  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Gen.  Hancock.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  energetic  young  farmers  of  the 
County. 

Thomas  H.  Carter,  one  of  the  substantial  farmers 
of  Lafayette  Township,  was  born  in  Fulton  County, 
Ky. , July  6,  IS 23,  His  father,  Henry  Carter,  was 
a native  of  Kentucky,  and  a son  of  John  Carter 
and  wife,  nee  Bishop,  natives  of  South  Carolina. 
John  Carter  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  years, 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  eighteen  years 
old.  The  Carters  were  of  English  origin.  Henry 
Carter  was  an  old  planter  and  stock-raiser,  and 
owned  thirteen  slaves.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Givens,  daughter  of  Elias  Givens,  a native 
of  South  Carolina,  and  has  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.  : William, 
Thomas  Id.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch),  Martha. 
John,  Paulina,  Hannah  Ann  and  Ezekiel  Colum- 
bus, all  single,  and  living  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Fulton  County.  Ivy.,  comprising  600  acres  of  land, 
except  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father  died 
in  Kentucky  and  his  wife  died  in  1834,  at  the 
age  of  forty  years.  They  were  both  members  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  Thomas 
H.  Carter,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  commenced 
farming  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  on 
the  old  homestead.  He  came  to  Arkansas  in  Jan- 
uary, 1853,  locating  in  this  county,  buying  a tract  of 
land  partially  improved.  He  bought  his  present 
farm,  then  consisting  of  200  acres,  in  1802,  and  has 
since  made  this  his  home.  He  has  since  added  to 
this  purchase,  and  now  owns  270  acres  of  land, 
with  140  acres  under  cultivation,  on  which  his  prin- 
cipal crop  is  cotton,  corn  and  peas.  In  1845  Mr. 
Carter  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  Seymour,  a 
native  of  Virginia,  born  in  1820,  daughter  of  Georoe 
Washington  Seymour,  and  by  this  union  is  the 
father  of  six  children,  live  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing, viz. : Mary  Elizabeth  (deceased).  William  H. 
(a  farmer  of  this  township),  Sallie  ’(married  Mr. 
Bonds,  a farmer  owning  100  acres  of  land  iu  this 


township),  John  P.  (a  farmer  of  this  township 
owns  180  acres  of  land),  and  Paulina  and  Fan- 
nie at  home.  Mr.  Carter  enlisted  in  1802,  in 
Crawford’s  regiment,  Slavin’  s Brigade,  Company 
A,  of  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  served  in  this  regi- 
ment until  the  close  of  the  war.  Among  the  prin- 
cipal battles  in  which  ho  was  engaged  are:  Mount 
Elbv,  Mark’s  Mill,  Poison  Springs,  and  was  in 
Price’s  raid  through  Missouri.  He  was  never 
wounded,  but  his  lior.se  was  shot  in  one  engage- 
ment. He  arrived  home  in  May,  1865,  and  found 
everything  dilapidated.  For  live  or  six  months 
after  the  war  he  was  engaged  in  shipping  cotton, 
and  dealing  in  meat  and  produce;  he  purchased 
meat  in  .Missouri,  at  12  cents  per  pound,  and 
sold  it  here  for  40  cents  per  pound.  Mr.  Carter 
is  a Mason,  but  has  not*  attended  lodge  for  several- 
years,  he  is  also  a member  of  the  County  Wheel. 
In  his  political  views  he  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  is  a quiet  man,  and  never  had  a 
lawsuit  in  his  life,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
Lafayette  Township.  Botli  he  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

James  H.  Coleman,  is  one  of  the  sturdy  tillers 
of  the  soil  of  Ouachita  County,  and  is  now 
successfully  engaged  in  the  management  of  his 
farm,  which  comprises  480  acres,  125  acres  being 
under  cultivation,  his  principal  crops  being  corn 
and  cotton.  He  was  born  in  Alabama.  May  7, 
1845,  and  is  a son  of  Willis  E.  and  Maria  l3. 
(Gernigan)  Coleman,  the  former  born  in  Halifax 
County,  N.  C. , March  20.  ISIS,  and  the  latter  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  C.,  January  3,  1814.  Willis 
E.  Coleman  was  taken  to  Alabama,  at  a very  early 
day,  and  was  there  married  February  10,  1837, 
moving'  in  1859  to  Arkansas,  and  settling  in  Oua- 
chita  County,  where  he  bought,  and  improved  an 
excellent  tract  of  land.  He  was  of  Irish-English 
desceut,  and  for  a number  of  years  was  justice  of 
the  peace,  in  Ouachita  County.  Of  a family  of 
six  sons  and  six  daughters  born  to  himself  and 
wife  James  H.  Coleman,  the  subject  of  bis  sketch, 
is  the  only  one  now  living.  The  parents  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
in  this  faith  the  father  passed  from  life  March  15, 
1880,  his  wife  still  surviving  him,  being  seventy- 
six  years  of  age.  James  H.  Coleman  received 
very  few  advantages  for  acquiring  an  education  in 
his  youth,  but  these  advantages  he  improved  to 
the  utmost,  and  is  now  a well-posted  ancl  intelli- 
gent man.  On  June  28,  1808,  Miss  Mary  A. 
Duncan  became  bis  wife,  her  birth  occurring  in 
Washington  County.  Tenn.,  February  13,  185-1. 
both  her  parents  William  D.  and  Lydia  Duncan, 
being  also  born  in  that  State,  the  former  a farmer 
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! , y occupation.  James  H.  Coleman  and  Lis  wife 

ai-e  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter:  j 
James  E.,  William  P.,  George  31:  and  Lydia  B. 

In  1803  Mr.  Coleman  enlisted  in  Company  D.,  ! 
under  Capt.  Oliver  H.  Overstreet,  (Arkansas  In- 
fantry), and  was  in  the  battles  of  Pleasant  Hill  and 
Jenkins’  Ferry,  serving  until  the  close  of  the  war.  j 
All  the  property  he  had  accumulated  prior  to  the 
war  was  destroyed  during  that  time,  and  what  he  j 
now  has,  has  been  acquired  through  his  own  j 
earnest  endeavors  since  he  left  the  army.  He  and  | 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  be  is  a Democrat,  politically,  and  for  the  | 
last  eight  years  he  has  served  as  justice  of  the  | 
peace,  of  Red  Hill  Township. 

William' Cox  is  a well-known  planter  and  saw- 
mill owner  of  Ouachita  County,  but  his  birth  oc-  ! 
curred  on  November  8,  1828,  in  Hempstead  County,  j 
Ark.,  he  being  a son  of  Abner  and  Polly  A.  (Rice) 
Cox.  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Mis- 
souri. They  came  to  this  State  at  an  early  day,  j 
and  settled  on  a woodland  farm,  where  they  spent 
the  rest  of  their  days,  the  father  dying  in  1850.  and  , 
the  mother  in  1846,  she  being  an  earnest  member  : 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their  family  | 
consisted  of  sixteen  children — fourteen  sons  and  | 
two  daughters — 'William  being  the  only  one  of  the  j 
family  now  living.  The  latter  was  married  April  | 
2(J,  1855,  to  Miss  Harriet  E.  Haze,  but  he  was  j 
called  upon  to  mourn  her  death  April  28,  1887, 
she  having  borne  him  the  following  children:  i 
Nancy  E.  (wife  of  Joseph  Prizzell.  residents  of  this 
county),  and  Mollie  M.  (wife  of  I.  A.  Benson,  also  | 
of  this  county).  In  1880  Mr.  Cox  took  for  his  sec-  j 
ond  wife  Miss  Hildali  A.  Jones.  Mr.  Cox  has  been 
successful  in  his  business  enterprises,  and  is  now  : 
the  owner  of  300  acres  of  good  farming  land,  on  i 
which  is  a cotton-gin,  grist  and  saw  mill,  and  a 
store.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Arkan-  j 
sas  Confederate  Infantry,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  j 
Prairie  Grove.  Manstiekl.  Jenkins’  Ferry,  and  sev-  j 
era!  skirmishes.  Upon  the  cessation  of  hostilities  j 
lie  returned  home  and  resumed  his  farming  opera-  S 
tions.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  ! 
and  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church, 
in  which  he  is  a minister.  His  wife  is  a member  j 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  his  political  views  he  | 
is  a Democrat. 

Thomas  D.  Crinor,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  j 
Marian  Township,  was  born  May  7,  1810,  in  Mad- 
ison  County,  Ala.,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Ellina  (In- 
gram) Criner,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  j 
respectively.  Joseph  Criner  was  born  in  1 77—,  a 
son  of  a Revolutionary  soldier,  of  Gentian  descent. 
Joseph  Criner  was  an  old  Alabama  planter,  owning-  j 


some  500  acres  of  land,  and  about  fifteen  slaves.  j 
He  died  in  Alabama  about  1 842.  lie  was  married  ; 
to  the  mother  of  our  subject  in  IS — ; she  was  born 
in  Hawkins  County,  Tenn.,  of  Irish  descent,  Slie 
died  the  same  year  as  her  husband.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  only  two  of  whom 
are  now  living, viz.  : The  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
Sarah  (now  Mrs.  Gurley,  widow  of  William  Gur- 
ley, of  Madison  County,  Ala.).  Mr.  Criner  com-  \ 

menced  farming  for  himself  on  part  of  the  old 
homestead  before  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

In  1812  he  left  Alabama  and  came  to  this  State, lo-  ! 
eating  in  this  county  (then  a part  of  Union  County),  ] 
where  he  entered  a tract  of  land,  and  later  added 
to  it  until  he  owned  1,100  acres.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  service  in  1863,  in  Crawford’s 
regiment  of  mounted  infantry,  in  which  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  serving  as  sergeant  of 
his  company,  and  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Mark’s 
Mills,  Poison  Springs,  Jenkins’  Ferry,  Mount  Elbe 
and  the  battles  fought  during  Price’s  raid  through 
Missouri,  in  which  he  took  an  active  part.  He  : 
reached  home  in  May,  1865.  Mr.  Criner  was  mar- 
ried in  1839  to  Miss  Sarah  Walker,  a native  of 
Alabama,  born  in  Madison  County,  in  1820,  a j 
daughter  of  William  and  Patsy  (Jones)  Walker. 
Mrs.  Criner  died  in  1863.  She  was  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz. : 
Martha  J.  (unmarried  and  living  at  home),  Joseph 
AY.  (a  farmer  of  this  township,  and  also  tax  asses- 
sor and  owner  of  300  acres  of  land),  Anna  Eliza 
(now  Mrs.  Sm’ith.  of  Smackover  Township),  Idella 
(now  Airs.  Jordan,  of  Clay  County,  Tex.),  Sally 
(now  Airs.  Wright,  of  this  township),  and  George 
T.  (a  farmer  of  this  township).  Air.  Criner  is  the 
owner  of  600  acres  of  land,  with  about  100  acres 
under  cultivation;  principal  crops,  cotton  and  corn. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  of  the 
County  Wheel.  He  is  Democratic  in  his  political 
views,  and  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know 
him. 

Joseph  AY.  Criner  is  a son  of  Thomas  D.  Cri- 
ner, whose  sketch  immediately  precedes  this.  Pic 
was  born  in  this  township  January  25,  1843,  a son 
of  Thomas  D.  and  Sarah  (Walker)  Criner,  and 
was  reared  and  schooled  in  this  county,  receiving 
his  education  at  the  common  schools  of  this  county. 

He  lived  at  home  until  1801,  when  he  enlisted  in 
the  Sixth  Arkansas  Infantry,  in  which  he  served 
until  November,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Fif- 
teenth Arkansas  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  the  principal  battles  in  which 
he  participated  being  Port  Henry,  Fort  Donelson, 
Perry  ville,  Alurf  roes  boro  and  Port  Hudson.  At  the 
latter  battle  he  was  captured,  was  paroled,  and  re- 
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turned  home;  he  was  then  exchanged,  and  was  in 
j the  battles  of  Jenkins’  Ferry  and  -Mark’s  Mills, 
i At  Fort  Donelson  he,  with  the  rest  of  his  regi- 
ment, was  captured,  but  made  his  escape  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  and  again  joined  the  Sixth  Arkan- 
sas, with  which  he  served  in  Bragg’s  raid  through 
Kentucky,  and  after  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro 
again  joined  the  Fifteenth  Arkansas  at  Port  Hud- 
| son.  After  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Criner 
commenced  farming  for  himself  on  a rented  farm. 
The  following  year  ( 1SGG)  he  bought  a farm  in  this 
township,  on  which  he  lived  until  1886,  when  he 
purchased  his  present  farm.  Mr.  Criner  was  mar- 
ried in  1807,  choosing  as  his  companion  in  life 
Miss  Mary  A.  Wright,  who  was  born  in  Missis- 
sippi in  1840,  the  daughter  of  John  Wright,  a 
merchant  of  Buena  Yista.  The  fruits  of  this  union 
have  been  six  children,  all  living,  viz.  : Sally,  Jen- 

j nie,  Ada,  Corinne,  Eliza  and  Eva.  Mr.  Criner  ! 
owns  400  acres  of  land,  with  about  130  acres  un- 
der cultivation,  which  he  devotes  principally  to 
cotton  and  corn.  He  is  a Democrat,  politically, 
taking  an  active  interest  in  the  politics  of  his 
county.  In  1888  he  was  elected  tax  assessor,  and 
is  now  serving  in  that  capacity;  he  has  also  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  township 
for  four  years.  Mrs.  Criner  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Mr.  Criner  is  a member  of  the  j 
Masonic  order,  of  the  Arcanum,  and  also  of  the  j 
Agricultural  Wheel.  Ho  is  a public-spirited  man, 
well  known  throughout  the  county,  and  takes  a 
prominent  part  in  all  work  for  the  welfare  of  the 
community. 

Francis  M.  Cross,  an  old  settler,  and  a highly 
respected  farmer  of  Marion  Township,  is  a native 
of  Tennessee,  born  in  Greene  County,  that  State, 
December  31,  1809,  a son  of  Shadarack  and  Mar- 
garet (Frances)  Cross,  natives  of  Tennessee  and 
Virginia,  respectively,  the  former  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, dying  in  Tennessee  in  3841,  and  the  lat- 
ter dying  in  1833,  at  the  age  of  fifty,  both  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  The 
father  was  born  in  1784.  a son  of  Henry  and  Lydia 
(Morris)  Cross,  natives  of  Maryland,  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  and  was  the  father  of  eight  children, 
but  two.  of  whom  survive,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
and  Andrew  Jackson  Cross,  a resident  of  Texas,  j 
Mr.  Cross,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  married 
in  Tennessee  in  1834,  to  Miss  Susan  Amanda  Parr, 
born  October  28,  1815,  a daughter  of  William  and  J 
Dolly  (Johnson)  Parr,  natives  of  Virginia,  and  im- 
mediate!} after  his  marriage  moved  to  Western  - 
Tennessee  and  engaged  in  farming  until  1844, 
when  he  came  to  Arkansas  and  located  in  this 
! county,  where  he  entered  a tract  of  wild  land.  In  i 


1858  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  200  acres, 
which  was  partially  improved.  He  now  owns  280 
acres  of  land,  which  he  devotes  chiefly  to  corn,  but 
raises  some  cotton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cross  have  had 
' eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living, 
j viz. : Pleasant  M.  (known  asPlas.  Cross,  a merchant 
| of  Senter),  Ferdinand  (a  farmer  of  this  township), 
Emeline  (now  Mrs.  Harwell  of  Louisiana),  Fanny 
(unmarried,  and  living  at  home),  Sophia  (now  Mrs. 
Crawford  of  Magnolia), Micaber  (a  merchant  of  Pine 
Bluff)  and  Frank  (a  broker  of  Pine  Bluff).  Mr.  Cross 
is  a prominent  Democrat  of  Ouachita  County,  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  politics  of  his  county.  He 
held  the  office  of  county  treasurer  for  two  terms, 
from  1878  to  18S2,  and  has  also  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  several  times  before  and  once  since 
the  war.  Both  he  and  wife  are  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
Mr.  Cross  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and 
is  one  of  the  well-known  men  of  Marion  Township, 
is  highly  respected  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
all  work  for  the  good  of  the  community. 

James  C.  Culp,  Sr.,  is  a member  of  the  success- 
ful mercantile  firm  of  Culp  & Agee,  of  Lilley,  Ark. . 
and  he  is  postmaster  of  that  place.  He  was  born 
in  Huntsville,  Ala.,  July  20,  1837,  and  is  a son  of 
John  M.  and  Maria  (Cromer)  Culp,  who  were  born, 
reared,  married  and  spent  their  lives  in  Alabama, 
the  former  dying  in  1848,  and  the  latter  in  1840. 
The  former  was  a defective  by  profession,  and  for 
i some  time  deputy  sheriff  of  Madison  County,  Ala., 

! being  elected  by  the  Democratic  party,  of  which  he 
1 had  long  been  a member.  He  was  about  fifty-two 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  was  a 
son  of  John  Frederick  Culp,  a native  of  Germany, 
who  came  to  the  United  States  at  an  early  day, 
and  located  in  Madison  County,  Ala.,  where  he 
spent  the  rest  of  bis  days.  James  C.  Culp  came 
with  his  father  to  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  and  here 
spent  his  school  days,  and  after  starting  out  in  life 
for  himself,  hired  out  to  a clothier  for  three  years, 
at  $35  per  year.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to 
steamboating  on  the  Mississippi  and  White  Rivers, 
and  acted  as  mate  of  a number  of  different  boats, 
and  in  time  became  commander  of  the  old  " Col. 
Drennon,”  and  later  of  “Young  America.”  In 
1856  he  began  farming  in  Ouachita  County,  con- 
tinuing until  1858,  when  he  spent  one  year  in 
school,  and  during  1859-60  acted  as  overseer  in 
Hempstead  County,  at  $500  per  year.  Upon  the 
opening  of  the  war  he  cast  his  lot  with  the  Con- 
federacy, and  became  a member  of  the  Thirty-third 
Arkansas  Infantry,  going  out  as  third  lieutenant 
and  coming  back  as  first,  lieutenant  of  Company  K. 
He  was  in  the  battles  of  Prairie  Grove.  Pleasant 
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Hill  and  Mansfield,  Camden  and  Jenkins’  Ferry, 
besides  many  skirmishes,  and  during  his  time  of 
service  was  neither  wounded  nor  taken  prisoner. 
After  the  war  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
and  his  first  purchase  of  land  was  forty  acres,  but  he 
is  now  the  owner  of  1,800  acres,  all  valuable  land,  a 
goodly  portion  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  Since 
1887  he  has  been  associated  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness with  Philip  Agee,  and  in  this  enterprise  is 
succeeding  far  beyond  his  expectations.  He  has 
also  been  postmaster  of  Lillev  since  that  date.  On 
February  7,  1861,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca, 
a daughter  of  John  G.  and  Celia  J.  Chambliss. 
She  was  born  in  Tennessee,  in  1839.  and  she  and 
Mr.  Culp  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter:  Susan 
0.,  now  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Fultze.  who  is  a success- 
ful farmer  of  this  county.  Mr.  Culp  is  a Mason, 
and  in  his  political  views  is  a Democrat. 

Eli  Lide  Dawson,  M.  D..  is  a leading  physician 
of  Buena  Yista,  and  of  Marion  Township.  The 
South  Carolina  branch  of  the  Dawson  family  has 
been  and  is  distinguished  throughout  the  South  for 
its  wealth  and  culture,  numbering  among  its  mem- 
bers and  being  connected  in  matrimonial  relations 
with  many  of  the  old  planters  and  leading  men  in 
business  and  politics  throughout  that  State,  and  re- 
taining much  of  the  old-time  spirit,  which  esteems 
with  just  pride  the  memory  of  a virtuous  and  honor- 
able ancestry.  The  founder  of  this  branch  of  the 
family  was  John  Dawson,  who  was  born  April  14, 
1735,  at  Rowell,  Westmoreland,  England,  and  who 
emigrated  to  the  American  colonies  and  settled  in 
South  Carolina,  previous  to  1759,  locating  at 
Charleston,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  bus- 
iness, becoming  one  of  the  leading  and  most  pop- 
ular merchants  of  that  citv.also  owning  several  large 
and  extensive  plantations.  He  was  one  of  the 
leading  men,  in  politics,  of  that  State,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  South  Carolina  Conventions  of  May, 
1788,  which  adopted  the  Federal  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  He  died  May  7.  1812,  leaving 
a large  estate.  Mr.  Dawson  was  married  in  South 
Carolina,  October  9,  1760,  to  Miss  Joanna  Brough- 
ton Monch.  She  was  born  at  Milton.  Plantation, 
Parish  of  St.  John,  Berkeley,  S.  C..  October  7, 
1713,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Col.  Thomas  Monch, 
and  granddaughter  of  Col.  Thomas  Broughton. 
She  died  July  5,  1819,  leaving  eleven  children,  all 
now  deceased,  viz. : Mabel,  Joanna  M. , John,  Alary, 
Thomas.  Elizabeth,  Anna.  William,  Martha.  Law- 
rence M,  and  Charles  P.  John  Dawson  was  born 
<d,  Charleston,  S.C.,  July  8,  1765.  He  became  a 
large  merchant, and  filled  several  public  offices  in  his 
native  city,  with  great  credit  and  honor. to  himself. 
He  was  elected  mayor  of  Charleston  in  1806,  and 


held  the  office  three  years.  Pie  was  also  one  of  the 
j trustees  of  the  Orphan  Asylum,  and  on  account  of 
j his  benevolence  to  the  poor,  was  called  the  “ How- 
j ard  of  Charleston.”  In  1811  he  became  cashier 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Charleston,  which  position 
| he  held  until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  3, 

| 1823.  It  is  said  that  when  a boy  of  fifteen  he  ran 
! away  from  home  and  joined  the  continental  army, 
j under  Gen.  Greene,  shortly  before  the  battle  of  Eu- 
j taw  Springs,  in  which  he  took  part.  His  father 
! wrote  to  Gen.  Greene,  who  sought  him  out  and 
| caused  him  to  be  sent  home.  He  was  married,  No- 
i vember  17,  1788,  to  Miss  Marv  Huger,  daughter  of  I 
j Col.  John  Huger,  of  Huguenot  descent,  who  was  a 
man  of  large  wealth,  and  filled  many  positions  of 
honor  in  society-,  and  who  was  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of  South 
Carolina,  which  was  composed  of  twelve  of  the 
most  prominent  gentlemen  of  the  province,  nomi-  j 
nated  and  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Congress, 
in  1775.  Airs.  Dawson  died  November  11.  1823, 

| leaving  twelve  children,  the  sixth  of  whom.  Law- 
1 rence  Edwin,  is  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
| this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Charleston.  Decem- 
ber 9.  1799.  He  studied  law  under  Col.  William 
Drayton,  of  South  Carolina,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  January  12.  1821;  he  was  also  a graduate 
j of  Judge  Gould’s  Law  School,  of  Litchfield.  He 
! practiced  in  Charleston  until  1829.  when  he  re- 
moved to  Beaufort  District,  near  Coosawhatchie, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  practicing  his  profession, 
until  he  was  forced  to  abandon  a very  heavy  and 
■ lucrative  practice,  on  account  of  ill  health,  in  1834. 

He  then  removed  to  St.  John’s  Parish,  Berkeley, 
i where  he  was  occupied  in  agricultural  and  literary 
| pursuits  until  1842,  when  he  emigrated  to  Alabama, 
i and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  acquired  a large  and 
! lucrative  practice.  He  was  several  times  a member 
! of  the  South  Carolina  Legislature,  and  in  1833-34 
| was  offered  the  nomination  as  Congressman  from 
j his  district,  which  he  declined,  preferring  the  pro- 
i fes.sion  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  and  the  ease 
and  happiness  of  domestic  life.  He  was  a State’s 
j Rights  man,  and  in  the  exciting  contests  which  re- 
! suited  in  nullification,  gave  the  weight  of  his  in- 
| fiuence  and  talents  to  what  he  conscientiously  be- 
lieved to  be  the  true  doctrine  of  the  constitution.  j 
i He  was  a communicant  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
I from  his  seventeenth  year,  and  as  he  lived,  so  he 
i died,  February  8.  1848.  in  his  forty-ninth  year,  a 
! devoted  member  of  that  church.  He  was  gifted 
| with  aline  and  manly  person,  was  tall  and  well 
formed, and  possessed  of  features  exceedingly  strik- 
I ing  and  attractive.  AH'.  Dawson  was  married,  in 
! 1826,  to'  Miss  Mary  Wilkinson.  Rhodes,  of  Beau- 
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fort.  S.  C. . born  January  8.  ISOS,  eldest  daughter 
of  Dr.  Nathaniel  H.  Rhodes,  and  granddaughter  of 
Paul  Hamilton,  ex-governor  of  South  Carolina  and 
secretary  of  the  United  States  navy  under  President 
Madison.  Mrs.  Dawson  died  June  0,  1853 , leav- 
ing six  children,  Lawrence  Edwin  Dawson,  the 
fourth  of  the  family,  being  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  born  in  Beaufort  District.  S.  C., 
June  20,  1831,  and  married,  in  January,  1853,  Car- 
oline E.  Hide,  daughter  of  Eli  H.  Lide,  Esq.,  of 
| Dallas  County,  Ala.  Eli  Ijide  Dawson,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  the  second  son  in  a family  of 
nine  children,  and  was  born  January  3,  1850,  in 
this  township,  on  the  farm  on  which  his  father  first 
settled  on  coming  to  this  country.  He  received  a 
| common  school  education,  after  which  he  worked 
on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  was  twenty-live  years 
of  acre;  then,  in  November.  1881.  he  went  to  New 
Orleans  and  attended  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Louisiana  (now  called  the  Tulane  Uni- 
versity), from  which  he  graduated  March  29,  1883, 
having  taken  two  full  courses.  He  then  returned 
| to  this  township,  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  in  the  community  in  which  he  was 
born,  until  the  fall  of  1887,  when  he  went  to  Phil- 
adelphia and  took  a course  in  the  Jefferson  Med- 
ical College,  and  from  which  he  graduated  April 
4,  18S8.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in  this  township. 
Dr.  Dawson  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He 
owns  twenty-five  acres  of  land  in  Buena  Yista,  on 
which  he  lives.  He,  also,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  John  Huger  Dawson,  of  this  township, 
has  some  1,500  acres  of  land  in  this  township,  of 
which  about  300  acres  are  under  cultivation.  The 
balance  is  tine  timber,  mostly  pine  and  white  and 
black  oak.  Dr.  Dawson  is  a Democrat,  but  devotes 
all  of  his  time  to  his  chosen  profession,  for  which 
he  has  been  rewarded  by  having  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  community. 

Judge  J.  B.  Freidheim  was  raised  and  edu- 
cated in  the  State  of  Eouisiana.  His  education 
was  finished  at  the  Louisiana  State  Seminary  and 
Military  Academy  in  1807.  (Gen.  William.  T. 
Sherman  was  superintendent  of  the  seminary 
prior  to  the  war).  In  1S08  he  was  licensed  to 
practice  law  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Arkansas. 
During  the  war,  he,  though  quite  youthful,  was 
engaged  on  the  Rebel  side.  When  Gen.  Steele’s 
army  was  advancing  on  Camden,  he  was  detailed 
as  a wagon- master  and  had  charge  of  a train  of 
wagons  containing  army  stores,  moving  them  to 
Washington,  Ark.  At  the  close  of  the  war.  being 
about  eighteen  years  old,  he  entered  the  above- 
named  seminary,  and  upon  the  completion  of  his 


studies,  he  located  at  Camden.  Believing  the  war 
i was  an  error  and  it  was  the  duty  of  every  true 
Southern  man  to  accept  the  situation  and  work  to 
make  this  one  grand  Union  and  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Southland,  his  opinions  and  sentiments 
naturally  placed  him  in  the  ranks  of  the  Repub- 
! lican  party-,  in  which  he  lias  ever  since  taken  promi- 
nent part.  He  was  presidential  elector  in  1884  and 
: 1888,  for  this,  the  Third  District.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Com- 
mittee and  also  of  the  State  Executive  Committee. 

1 He  has  occupied  the  bench,  and  is  now  justice  of 
this  township.  He  is  prominently  associated  with 
| the  material  progress  and  development  of  the  com- 
! munit.y,  both  in  private  and  public  life.  He  is  the 
[ secretary  -and  treasurer  of  the  Camden  Water 
| Works  Company,  and  the  Camden  Electric  Light 
& Power  Company,  also  secretary  of  the  Ouachita 
Valley  Fair  Association,  and  the  general  manager 
S of  the  Camden,  Louisiana  & Sabine  Passenger 
Railway  Company.  He  finds  time  to  take  interest 
in  the  schools  and  is  a director  of  this  school  dis- 
trict for  a number  of  years.  He  has  been  a grand 
representative  to  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of 
Odd  Fellows  since  1884,  and  is  re-elected  for  next 
! two  years.  Judge  Friedheim  is  also,  a Mason, 

; K.  of  P. , Royal  Arcanum,  L.  of  H. , and  a 
| member  of  various  secret  and  civic  orders  and 
| clubs.  lie  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss  Melanie 
Goldsmith,  of  New  Orleans,  by  whom  he  has  four 
; children;  Julia  G.  (aged  seventeen,  lately  gradu- 
ated with  honors  at  Camden  High  School),  J. 
Leon,  Jr..  Harry  and  Hattie  (the  latter  ten  years 
j of  age).  Judge  Friedheim  and  vife  are  members 
I of  the  Jewish  Church,  Mrs.  Friedheim,  for  a num- 
j her  of  years,  being  in  charge  of  the  Sabbath- 
j schools.  They  are  both  esteemed  by  the  entire 
! community. 

Robert  P.  Frix,  one  of  the  leading  planters 
| of  the  county,  was  bom  in  Cass  County,  Ga.. 

| April  12,  1854,  being  a son  of  Leucelius  and 
Sallie  (Ramsey),  Frix,  natives,  respectively  of 
Tennessee  and  South  Carolina,  the  former  being  a 
planter  and  carpenter  by  trade.  He  was  of  Ger- 
: man  descent  and  was  in  the  late  war,  enlisting  in 
! .1861  in  a company  of  infantry,  and  died  in  1863 
while  fighting  for  the  cause  he  espoused.  Prior 
to  the  war  he  had  removed  from  Tennessee  to 
Georgia,  thence  to  Arkansas  in  1857,  entering  a 
woodland  farm  in  Ouachita  County,  which  he 
i immediately  began  to  improve  and  on  which  he 
built  a good  log  house.  He  was  an  honored  member 
1 of  the  Masonic  order,  and  he  and  v.  ife  were  earnest 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

! Their  union  was  blessed  by  eight,  children,  four  now 
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living:  John.  Robert,  Josephine  and  Thomas  B. 
Robert,  P.  Frix  received  the  education  and  rear- 
i,,,f  which  is  the  lot  of  the  average  farmer  boy, 
and  in  1877  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony to  Miss  Sallie  Donaldson,  by  whom  ho  be- 
came the  father  of  one  child.  Xesbev  37.  He  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife  by  death 
in  1883.  and  in  the  year  1885  he  took  for  his 
second  wife  Mrs.  Winnie  Peterson,  widow  of  Will- 
iam Peterson.  Mr.  Frix  has  115  of  his  320- 
acre  farm  under  cultivation  and  he  is  consid- 
ered one  of  the  thrifty  and  enterprising  tillers  of 
the  soil  in  this  section  of  the  country.  His  wife  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  is  a Democrat,  politically. 

Prof.  IV.  A.  Garner,  druggist,  Stephens,  Ark. 
Among  the  most  important  as  well  as  popular 
drug  stores  in  Stephens  is  that  of  Prof.  W.  A. 
Garner,  which  contains  every  requisite  and  con- 
venience in  this  line  of  business  and  has  the  repu- 
tation of  being  one  of  the  best  and  most  reliable 
in  town.  Prof.  Garner  was  born  in  Darlington, 
S.  C..  on  February  20.  1833.  and  is  the  son  of 
Charles  W.  Garner,  and  grandson  of  William  Gar- 
ner. The  great-grandfather.  John  Garner,  was  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  and  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  under  Gen.  Sumter.  C.  W. 
Garner  was  born  in  South  Carolina  on  May  28, 
IS  10.  and  lives  at  Stephens,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
preserved  octogenarians  in  Arkansas.  He  was 
married  in  1832  to  Miss  Winifred  Parrott,  a 
native  of  North  Carolina.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Ben  J.  Parrott,  whose  father.  John  Parrott,  served 
through  the  Revolutionary  War  under  Col.  John 
Washington.  After  finishing  his  collegiate  edu- 
cation at  Trinity  College.  North  Carolina,  in  1856, 
the  Professor  was  elected  principal  of  the  Sum- 
merton  Institute,  S.  C.,  which  he  conducted  two 
years,  during  which  time  he  was  happily  married 
to  Miss  Mary  McCallum,  of  Bishopville,  Sumter 
District,  S.  C. , who  also  was  a cultured  accom- 
plished teacher,  and  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  her 
hush  and  has  grown  gray  in  the  training  of  no  less 
than  6,000  of  the  youths  of  South  Carolina.  Ten- 
nessee and  Arkansas.  Her  reputation  as  a teacher 
is  no  less  distinguished  in  Arkansas  than  her 
distinguished  ancestors,  the  McCallums.  Ilene- 
gans  and  Hadlees,  as  politicians  and  statesmen 
of  South  Carolina.  In  i860  Prof.  Garner  was 
elected  president  of  Hickory  Plain  Institute.  Prairie 
County,  Ark.  In  1862  he  left  his  school  in  charge 
of  las  accomplished  wife,  shouldered  his  musket 
•oal  served  in  the  Twenty-fifth  Arkansas  Regiment, 
Confederate  army  till  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro, 
n which  he  was  severely  wounded.  At  the  sur- 


' render  he  was  acting  as  post  quartermaster  at 
' Mount  Lebanon,  La.  Having  been  paroled  by  Gen. 

Camby  at  Shreveport,  La.,  he  returned  to  his 
j home  and  took  charge  of  his  school  which  Airs. 

| Garner  had  successfully  kept  up  during  the  en- 
j tire  war.  Prof.  Garner  has  devoted  his  time  since 
; the  war  in  the  education  of  the  youths  of  Arkan- 
sas, until  the  last  year.  Prof,  and  Mrs.  Garner 
have  five  children  living:  Ida  (the  eldest,  the 
widow  of  the  late  Rev.  J.  J.  Jenkins,  of  the  Lit- 
| tie  Rock  Conference,  lives  in  Stephens),  Leila 
(wife  of  Prof.  R.  AI.  Hammock,  of  Mount  Holly, 
i Ark.).  Emma,  Annie  and  Jennie,  (who  are  con- 
ducting a school  at  Stephens,  Ark.  'These  ac 
| eomplished  young  ladies  are  laying  the  foun- 
j dation  for  an  institution  of  a high  grade  of 
| learning. 

William  M.  Gatling  is  a successful  general 
| merchant  of  Bearden,  having  commenced  business 
j in  the  spring  of  1880,  one  and  one-quarter  miles 
J northwest  of  where  Bearden  now  is,  on  his  farm. 

! A post-office  was  established  there  by  his  name  ( Gat- 
ling). In  1882  and  1883  the  St.  Louis.  Arkansas  X 
j Texas  Railroad  was  built  through  this  country , and 
| the  town  of  Bearden  was  established,  and  in  the 
| spring  of  1884  he  moved  his  mercantile  business  to 
this  point.  He  was  born  in  Fayette  County, Tenn. . in 
j 1 842,  being  a son  of  Briggs  and  Frances  AI . At.  ( Wil- 
lis) Gatling,  who  were  born  in  Hertford  County,  N. 

I C.,  in  1817,  and  Caswell  County,  N.  C.,  in  1818.  re- 
spective!}’. They  were  married  in  Fayette  County, 
j Tenn.,  in  1830’  and  there  made  their  home  mi- 
! til  1860,  at  which  time  they  moved  to  Dallas 
County,  Ark.,  near  Princeton,  but  are  now  liv- 
ing at  Holly  Springs.  Mr.  Gatling  being  engaged 
in  tilling  the  soil.  His  father,  William  Gatling, 
was  an  Englishman,  who  died  in  Hertford 
County,  N.  C.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Rev. 
j Nicholas  Willis,  was  born  in  the  Old  North 
! State,  and  dieyl  in  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  near 
! Princeton,  having  been  a Methodist  minister  for 
' many  years.  William  AI.  Gatling  is  the  second  of 
! nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  in  Dallas  and 
| Ouachita  Counties,  and  he  was  reared  to  a farm 
j life,  and  received  a fair  education  in  the  common 
I schools.  In  1862  he  joined  Company  E.  First  Trans- 
I Mississippi  Infantry,  and  was  in  the  battles  of 
Prairie  Grove,  Helena,  evacuation  of  Little  Rock, 
besides  a number  of  skirmishes,  and  after  being 
disbanded  in  1865  he  returned  home.  He  was 
married  on  November  1.  1864.  to  Miss  Margaret  R.. 

1 a daughter  of  Alexander  R.  and  Sarah  Sloan,  the 
j former  of  whom  is  now  deceased,  his  death  occur- 
i ring  January  8,  1855.  Airs.  Gatling  was  born  in 
| Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  in  184.4,  and  came  with 
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her  parents  to  Ouaebita  County  when  two  years  of 
a o-e.  She  and  her  husband  have  a family  of  ten 
children  living — nine  sons  and  one  daughter.  Mr. 
Gatling  is  still  engaged  in  fanning  in  connection 
with  his  mercantile  interests  at  Eearden,  in  both 
of  which  he  is  quite  successful.  He  owns  1,000 
acres  of  fine  farming  land  in  the  county,  and  in  his 
political  views  he  is  a .Democrat,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  past  eight 
years.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Church,  and  he  is  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent. 

Henry  C.  Good,  a substantial  farmer  of  Jeffer- 
son Township,  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  owes  his  na- 
tivity to  Maury  County,  Middle  Tenn.,  where  his 
birth  occurred  February  12,  1830.  and  is  the  son 
of  Amos  Good,  who  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion 
in  1802.  The  latter  came  with  his  parents  from 
Virginia  to  Tennessee  when  a baby,  .attained  his 
growth  in  that  State,  and  was  married  in  Maury 
County  to  Miss  Saloma  Collins,  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  born  in  1S03.  Shortly  afterward  they 
moved  to  Kentucky,  and  in  1859  emigrated  to 
Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1883.  He  was  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  and  a farmer  and  mechanic  by 
occupation.  His  father,  John  Good,  was  a soldier 
in  the  French  and  Indian  Wars.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  died  in  this  county  in  1SS5.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Anna  Collins,  the 
former  a soldier  in  the.  War  of  1812.  Henry  C. 
Good,  the  third  of  live  children,  attained  his 
growth  in  Kentucky,  and  received  his  education  in 
that  State.  Before  his  marriage  he  came  to  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  in  1856,  and  was  married 
there  in  1857  to  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Jones,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  born  about  1838.  She  died  about  1858. 
leaving  one  child,  John  A.,  who  now  resides  in 
Ouachita  County.  Mr.  Good  resided  in  Hemp- 
stead County  until  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and 
has  been  a resident  of  Ouachita  County  since 
1865.  He  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  in 
March,  1861,  in  the  Twentieth  Arkansas  Regiment 
of  Infantry,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Oak  Hill, 
Lexington.  Mo.,  Corinth,  where  he  received  sev- 
eral tlesh  wounds.  Champion’s  Hill  and  Big  Black. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to -Arkansas, 
and  in  1867  was  married  to  Miss  Susan  Tribble. 
She  was  born  in  Ouachita  County  in  1852.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  their  union — five  daughters 
and  three  sons:  James  M.,  William  N..  Mollie  E., 
Fannie  K.,  Charley  E. , Henry  L.,  Lillie  M.  and 
Ida  E.  After  coming  to  this  county  Mr.  Good 
began  cultivating  the  soil,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
160  acres  of  land,  with  about  eighty  acres  under 


cultivation.  Ho  was  made  a member  of  Wood- 
lawn  Lodge  No.  Jo,  Masonic  fraternity,  in  1855, 
and.  is  now  Master  Mason  in  that  lodge.  He  has 
always  supported  the  Democratic  ticket,  tolerating 
its  views  as  sound  and  well  suited  to  any  man,  and 
his  iirst  presidential  vote  was  for  James  K.  Polk. 
Mrs.  Good  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

Henry  L.  Grayson  comes  of  a family  well  and 
favorably  known  throughout  Ouachita  County, 
for  his  father  settled  here  in  1859,  and  here  Henry 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  was  born  in  Hamil- 
ton County,  Tenn.,  January  21,  1839,  and  is  a son 
of  John  and  Sarah  (Frix)  Grayson,  the  former 
having  been  born  in  Tennessee  in  1807.  He  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  for  a number  of  years 
was  deputy  sheriff  in  'Tennessee.  In  1859  he 
emigrated  from  there  to  Ouachita  County,  Ark., 
and  purchased  500  acres  of  land,  to  w hich  he  after- 
ward, by  industry  and  good  management,  added 
some  TOO  acres  more.  He  was  a Mason,  and  his 
wife  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  their  deaths  occurred  in 
1881  and  1875,  respectively.  To  them  a family  of 
live  sons  and  four  daughters  were  born,  six  of 
wThom  are  now  living:  Mary  A.  (wife  of  William 
Donaldson,  a farmer  of  Washington),  Martha  J. 
(wife  of  James  M.  Douglas,  a farmer  of  Ouachita 
County),  Henry  L..  George  W.  (a  farmer  of  Clark 
County,  Ark.).  Thomas  J.  (a  farmer  of  Ouachita 
; County),  and  Zachariah  T.,  who  is  the  present 
j postmaster  of  Prescott,  Nevada  County.  Ark. 
j Henry  L.  Grayson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came 
to  Arkansas  with  his  parents  and  was  married  here 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Webb  in  1866,  his  wife  being  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  18T3,  a daughter  of 
Anderson  and  Martha  Webb,  also  of  that  State. 
A family  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grayson:  Albert  S.,  Edward 
C.,  Virginia  O.,  Lewis  N.,  Eudora,  Hesterly,  Essie 
P.  and  Jessie  E.  In  1861  Mr.  Grayson  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  was  in 
the  battles  of  Shiloh.  Missionary  Ridge  and  numer- 
ous skirmishes,  and  in  the  lirst- named  battle  was 
shot  through  the  left  breast  and  had  one  finger 
shot  off.  He  continued  to  serve  uutil  1864.  then 
returned  home  and  engaged  in  farming  and  gin- 
ning cotton,  which  occupations  have  received  his 
attention  ever  since.  He  has  been  more  than  ordi- 
narily successful,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  1.500 
acres  of  fine  farming  land  and  has  250  acre-.-  in  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  his  principal  crops  being 
cotton  and  corn.  He  has  an  excellent  steam  cot- 
ton and  grist  mill  combined,  which  has  proved 
quite  remunerative,  and  every  enterprise  which 
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lias  received  his  attention  has  been  attended  with 
(rood  results.  He  is  now  engaged  in  conducting  a 
grocery  store  at  the  cross  roads  where  he  lives, 
and  is  pushing  quite  a thriving  trade.  In  1868 
ho  was  appointed  tax  assessor  of  Iris  county  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  this  position  for  one  year, 
lie  is  a member  of  the  11.  A.,  and  he  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

William  F.  Green,  an  old  resident  and  farmer 
of  Smackover  Township,  and  an  influential  and 
highly  respected  citizen,  was  originally  from  North 
Carolina,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  1817.  His 
father,  Simon  Green,  was  born  and  reared  in  North 
Carolina,  but  emigrated  from  that  State  to  Georgia 
and  thence,  in  1845,  to  Ouachita  County,  Ark., 
where  he  was  among  the  first  settlers.  There  he 
received  his  final  summons  in  1853.  He  was  the 
son  of  Simon  Green,  Sr.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, whose  maiden  name  was  Esther  Baldwin,  was 
horn  in  North  Carolina,  and  died  in  Ouachita 
County,  Ark.,  in  1865.  William  F.  Green,  the 
third  of  ten  children,  live  sons  and  one  daughter 
now  living,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Georgia,  and  was  married  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas  in  ISIS,  to  Miss  Eliza  S.  Leonard, 
who  was  born  in  Bolivar,  Team,  in  1831,  and  who 
was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Lesa  (Polk) 
Leonard,  the  former  dying  in  Tennessee,  and  the 
latter  in  Louisiana.  Of  the  fourteen  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Airs.  Green,  eight  are  now  living;  Si- 
mon W.,  Mary  E.  (wife  of  Thomas  Lambert). 
Daniel  M. , Lillie,  Henrietta,  Lucius,  Franklin  and 
Bet  tic  M.  Mr.  Green  has  been  a resident  of  this 
county  since  1845,  and  is  the  owner  of  -ISO  acres  of 
laud  with  about  eighty  tive  acres  under  cultivation, 
locating  three  miles  west  of  Stephens.  The  farm 
is  well  improved  and  well  cultivated.  In  politics 
he  was  formerly  a Whig-,  but  now  a Democrat, 
casting  , his  first,  presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Harri- 
son. He  settled  in  the  woods  when  wolves  were 
numerous,  and  when  everything  was  wild  and  un- 
settled. lie  now  has  an  excellent  farm  and  every- 
thing to  render  him  comfortable  in  his  declining 
years.  He  is  an  honest,  upright  citizen. 

Thomas  B.  Green,  one  of  the  well-known  citi- 
zens of  lied  Hill  Township,  is  a native  of  the  coun- 
ty, and  was  born  on  November  29,  1855.  being  a 
son  of  Allen  and  E valine  (Lee)  Green,  the  former 
a native  of  Halifax  County.  N.  C. . born  on  Febru- 
ary 1,  1825,  a tiller  of  the  soil  by  occupation.  lie 
emigrated  from  North  Carolina  to  Tennessee  in 
1844,  and  from  that  State  to  Arkansas,  in  1853, 
settling  on  a homestead  claim  of  160  acres  in  Oua- 
chita County,  on  which  he  built  a log-cabin  and  in 
time  made  many  improvements.  Here  he  resided 


until  his  death,  on  June,  12,  1882,  his  wifo  having 
passed  from  life  on  October  1,  1887.  They  were 
active  and  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  their  union  was  blessed  in 
the  birth  of  one  son  and  three  daughters.  The 
father  was  a Mason.  Thomas  B.  Green,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biography,  is  now  the  owner  of  483 
acres  of  excellent  farming  land,  and  has  about  nine- 
ty- acres  well  improved  and  under  cultivation.  He 
is  a wide-awake  and  enterprising  agriculturist,  and 
is  always  ready-  to  give  of  Ids  means  to  support 
worthy  public  enterprises,  and  is  a man  who  com- 
mands respect  wherever  he  is  known.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  December  20,  1882,  to  Miss  Onia,  a daugh- 
ter of  Williamvand  Sarah  (Stinson)  Nash,  his  wife 
a native  of  Arkansas,  and  by  her  he  is  the  father 
of  one  son  and  three  daughters:  Eunice  E.,  Al- 
len A.,  Alittie  and  Cora  A.  Mrs.  Green  is  an  hon- 
ored member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  postmaster  at  Chidester,  and  was  appointed 
in  February- , 1887.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Green  is  a Democrat. 

Julius  O.  Greening  is  a native- resident  of  the 
county-  in  which  he  is  now  residing,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  on  February  21,  1850,  his  parents 
being  Orlando  and  Mary  (Easel)  Greening,  the 
former  born  in  Alabama,  in  1823,  and  the  latter  in 
New  York  State,  August  25,  1825.  The  father 
was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  emigrated  from 
Alabama  to  Mississippi,  and  from  there  to  Arkan- 
sas in  1845,  and  settled  on  a large  tract  of  wood- 
land in  Ouachita  County,  where  he  built  a log 
cabin,  and  made  his  home  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  January  1,  1887.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  Mexican  War,  and  served  for  a short  time  in 
the  late  Civil  War,  and  socially  was  a member  of 
the  Masonic  order,  and  was  an  earnest  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife 
was  also  a member.  A family-  of  six  sons  and  two 
daughters  were  born  to  himself  and  wife:  Eldridge, 
Earl,  Julius  O.,  Amanda  (wife  of  James  Tj.  Pipkin, 
a farmer  and  school-teacher,  now  living  in  Red 
Hill  Township,  this  county),  being  the  only  ones 
living.  Powell,  Scott,  Albert  and  one  other  are 
deceased.  Julius  O.  Greening,  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  this  biography,  has  alway  s resided  in  Ouach- 
ita County,  and  here  he  was  married  ou  Novem- 
ber 15,  1SS2,  to  Miss  Camilla  G.  Morgan,  a 
daughter  of  Lee  and  Rebecca  E.  (Hambrick)  Mor- 
gan, both  natives  of  Alabama,  the  former  horn  in 
1821.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
only  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  Mr.  Morgan 
served  throughout  the  late  Civil  War  as  first  lieu- 
tenant. but  had  previously,  in  1845,  removed  from 
Alabama  to  Arkansas,  and  was  a successful  mcr- 
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chant  of  Camden  for  forty  years.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Clrarcb.  Mrs.  Greening  was  born 
in  Columbia  County.  Ark.,  April  IS,  1854,  and  she 
and  Mr.  Greening  are  the  parents  of  three  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Virginia,  Daniel,  Lee,  Pat  and 
Lena.  Mr.  Greening  owns  an  excellent  farm  of 
110  acres,  and  in  addition  to  farming  deals  quite 
extensively  in  cattle  and  hogs.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

William  P.  Hale.  In  compiling  a correct  his- 
tory of  Ouachita  County,  mention  should  certainly 
be  made  of  Mr.  Hale,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers, 
and  a substantial  planter  of  Marion  Township. 
He  was  born  in  Coweta  County,  Ga.,  November 
21,  1829,  being  a son  of  James  and  Anna  (Mc- 
Carthey)  Hale,  His  ancestors  on  his  father’s  side 
were  originally  from  England.  Joel  Hale,  Sr., 
his  great  grandfather,  lived  in  Cumberland  Coun- 
ty, N.  C.  He  had  three  sons,  viz.  : Daniel,  Hosea 
and  Joel,  Jr.  He  moved  to  Wilkes  County,  in 
that  State,  about  the  year  1799.  Hosea  Hale,  his 
second  son,  was  bom  February  29,  1768.  He 
married  Sarah  Green,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
eight  children,  viz.:  Jessev,  Lucy,  John,  Martha, 
William,  James,  Joseph  and  Benjamin.  In  1807 
he  moved  to  Clark  County,  Ga.,  followed  in  1810 
by  his  father,  and  in  1811  by  his  youngest  brother 
Joel.  They  continued  their  vocation,  that  of  farm- 
ing, in  this  county  until  death  called  them  hence. 
Daniel  Hale  moved  to  Tennessee,  and  settled  near 
Nashville,  thence  to  Christian  County,  Ky.,  near 
Hopkinsville.  Joel  Hale,  Jr.,  was  a minister  in  the 
Baptist  Church  for  many  years.  He  died  Decem- 
ber 29,  1831,  and  was  eighty-seven  years  old.  His 
.wife,  having  preceded  him,  died  August  15.  1816. 
James  Hale,  the  sixth  son  of  Hosea  Hale,  was  born 
in  Wilkes  County,  N.  C. , February  23,  1803.  but 
was  principally  reared  in  Clark  County,  Ga.  On 
his  father’s  farm  he  labored  as  one  of  the  hands, 
and  grew  up  into  robust,  manhood  — his  height 
was  six  feet  and  two  inches,  and  weighed  200 
pounds.  He  received  what  might  be  termed  a com- 
mon-school education  for  that  period.  Mr.  Hale 
and  Miss  Anna  McCartney,  the  daughter  of  Ja- 
cob McCarthey,  of  Jackson  County.  Ga. , were 
married  January  11,  1824.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  nine  children  born  to  them,  viz.:  Sarah  Ann, 
Benjamin  B.,  William  P.,  Susie  E.,  Sherod  E., 
Samuel  E.,  Permelia  J.,  Anna  H.  and  Willis  J..  six 
of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.  : William  P.,  Susie 
E.  (now  Mrs.  M.  B.  Galaway.  of  Texas),  Sherod 
E.  (now  of  Stephens,  of  this  county),  Samuel  E. 
(a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  physician,  residing  in  New  Orleans), 


; Anna  H.  (now  Mrs.  Thomas  Motfcley,  of  Texas). 

| and  Willis  J.  (of  Van  Zant  County,  Tex.).  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1827  Mr.  Hale  moved 
I to  Coweta  County — this  was  then  known  as  the 
I “New  Purchase,”  and  was  a rough,  wild  country 
— the  panther,  bear  and.  wolf  prowled  around  the 
i cabin  at  night.  It  required  stout  hearts  and  willing 
i hands  to  fell  the  forest  and  clear  away  the  rubbish. 

in  preparing  the  virgin  soil  for  the  farmer's  seed, 
j He  opened  up  a farm  near  where  the  little  city  of 
i Newnan  now  stands,  and  remained  there  until  the 
i fall  of  1834,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  back  to 
j Clark  County,  and  purchased  a home  near  the  old 
] homestead  where  his  father  lived.  Hosea  Hale 
was  a very  quiet,  unassuming  Christian,  and  he 
served  his  God  through  the  Baptist  Church,  liold- 
| ing  family  prayer  night  and  morning,  and  serving 
; his  church  in  the  capacity  of  deacon  for  nearly 
I one-half  century.  He  passed  off  quietly  on  Jan- 
uary 1,  1839,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years  ten 
I months  and  two  days.  James  Hale  continued  to 
j occupy  this  farm  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1841,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Monroe 
| County.  He  remained  in  this  county  for  ten  years, 
j embracing  that  period  in  his  life,  intervening  be- 
i tween  thirty-seven  and  forty-seven  years.  In 
many  respects  this  was  the  prime  of  his  life,  and 
I his  moral  character,  his  rectitude  and  his  honora- 
• ble  bearing, , made  for  him  many  friends  among 
the  good  people  of  this  section.  He  was  often 
| solicited _to  represent,  his  county  in  the  State  Leg- 
j islature  and  to  hold  other  offices,  but  would  decline 
to  do  so,  for  the  reason  that  he  did  not.  wish  to  en- 
tangle himself  in  the  wrangling  of  politics.  In 
the  latter  part  of  1851  he  moved  to  Henry  County, 
where  be  remained  for  six  years,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1S57  he  moved  to  Newton  County,  Miss.,  and 
bought  a farm  near  the  town  of  Decatur,  upon 
which  he  continued  farming  until  1869.  William 
P.  Hale,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared 
principally  in  Monroe  County,  Ga.,  receiving  a 
common-school  education.  In  1851  Ire  commenced 
life  for  himself  by  farming  for  his  father.  In 
1.852-53  he  was  employed  as  a traveling  salesman 
in  Florida  for  a clock  linn  in  Jonesboro,  Ga.  : 
then  he  taught  school  for  three  years,  and  in  18-57 
he  came  to  this  county,  and  was  one  of  the  firm 
of  Berry.  Hale  & Co.,  who  sold  clocks,  maps  and 
charts.  February  1,  i860,  Mr.  Hale  was  married 
| to  Miss  Christena  C.  Jordan,  a native  of  Tenues - 
i see,  and  daughter  of  B.  F.  Jordan,  of  this  county. 
In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Fifteenth  Arkansas  In- 
fantry, in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  The  principal  battles  in  which  he  took  part 
were:  Fort  Henry,  Fort  Douelson,  Port  Hudson 
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and  Marie’s  Mill.  He  was  captured  at  Fort  Don- 
risen,  but  made  bis  escape  at  night,  was  afterward 
captured  at  Port  Hudson,  and  was  paroled.  He 
arrived  homo,  in  June,  ,180b.  In  1869  his  parents 
sold  their  farm  and  effects  in  Mississippi,  and  came 
lo  this  county  to  live  with  him.  They  went  to 
Hill  County,  Tex  , in  1874,  to  live  with  their 
voungest  son,  AYillis  J. , the  remaining  days  al- 
lotted them  in  this  life.  They  had  been  worthy 
members  of  the  Baptist,  Church  for  forty  years. 
Mrs.  Hale  was  an  affectionate  and  loving  wife  and 
mother.  She  had  done  her  life's  work  nobly,  and 
was  ready  to  pass  away.  She  died  August  14. 
1870,  and  was  about  seventy-five  years  old.  Mr. 
James  .Hale  continued  to  live  with  this  son,  mov- 
ing with  him  to  Yan  Zant  County.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat,  and  in  whatever  he  did  he 
strove  to  do  it  well.  He  died  January  6,  1884, 
and  was  eighty  years  ten  months  and  thirteen  days 
old.  Mrs.  "William  P.  Hale  was  the  mother  of 
twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living, 
viz. : Edgar  O.  (a  clerk  in  Camden),  Alla  L.  (now 
Mrs.  Laller,  of  Marion  Township),  Metza  D.  (at 
home),  E stella  G.  (now  Mrs.  Levingston,  of  La- 
fayette Township),  Gurtlia  L. . Lero  B.,  Elerie  L. 
and  Roy  O.  (all  at  home).  Both  Air.  and  Airs. 
Hale  believed  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Airs.  Hale  died  September  3 5,  1886. 
Air.  Hale  came  of  a long-lived  family,  and  one,  but 
few  of  whom  were  under  six  feet  in  height  or 
weighed  less  than  200  pounds.  On  Alav  10,  1888, 
Air.  Hale  was  again  united  in  marriage  to  Airs. 
Amanda  Marsh,  widow  of  William  Alarsh,  of  Ne- 
vada County,  this  State.  Airs.  Hale  is  a member 
of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Air. 
Hale  owns  a fine  farm  of  712  acres  of  land,  with 
about  300  acres  under  cultivation.  He  devotes  his 
time  principally  to  the  raising  of  cotton  and  grain 
crops,  although  he  is  devoting  considerable  atten- 
tion to  raising  improved  cattle  and  hogs.  In  his 
political  views  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 


party,  and  takes  an  interest  in  the  politics  of  his 
county,  and  is  widely  and  favorably  known  through- 
out, a wide  territory. 

Sherod  E.  Hale.  This  much-esteemed  and  rep- 
> esentative  citizen  was  originally  from  Clark  County, 
Ga.,  his  birth  occurring  near  Watkinsville,  June 
13,  183b,  and  is  the  sou  of  James  Hale,  and  the 
grandson  of  Hosea  Hale.  He  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Georgia,  and  was  married  in  that  State 
Jan  navy  3,  18o6,  to  Miss  E.  E.  Carnes,  a native  of 
Henry  County,  Ga.  She  was  born  February  13, 
i 8.,,).  rj’0  (Pig  union  nine  children  were  born,  viz.  : 
1 nomas  S.,  John  W.,  Alary  L , Enner  S.  (deceased), 
William  AT,  James  C.,  Una  A.  (deceased),  Dona 


A.  and  Odn  May,  the  two  latter  are  yet  at  home. 
After  his  marriage  Air.  Hale  emigrated  to  Newton 
County,  Miss. , settled  near  Decatur,  and  remained 
there  twelve  years.  In  1S70  he  moved  to  Ouachita 
County,  Ark.,  and  there  lie  has  since  made  his 
home.  Airs.  Hale  died  .March  10,  1SS2.  Afr. 
Hale’s  second  marriage  occurred  October  26,  1882, 
to  Aliss  Martha  J.  Watkins,  who  was  born  in  this 
county  Ala}'  13,  1834.  She  died  August  6,  18S5. 
Air.  Hale  was  married,  the  third  time,  January  30, 
1887,  to  Airs.  Abrginia  Roberts,  who  was  born  in 
Yazoo  City.  Aliss.  Air.  Hale  is  the  owner  of  100 
acres  of  land,  and  eight  lots  in  Stephens.  He  moved 
to  that  town  in  1884,  and  embarked  in  the  drug 
business,  which  he  carried  on  until  1SS7,  and  then 
sold  out:  He  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  frater- 

nity. AYoodlawn  Lodge  No.  15,  and  in  politics  affil- 
iates with  the  Democratic  party,  his  first  vote  being 
for  James  Buchanan.  Air.  Hale  and  his  ancestors, 
so  far  as  known,  have  been  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  his  wife  (as  were  also  his  first  two 
wives)  is  a member  of  the  same. 

Col.  Tom  Hardison,  attorney,  Stephens.  Air. 

Hardison  is  one  of  those  men,  too  few  in  number, 

who  fully  recognize  the  truth  so  often  urged  by  the 

sages  of  the  law,  that  of  all  men,  the  reading  and 

thoughts  of  a lawyer  should  be  the  most  extended. 
© 

Systematic  reading  gives  a more  comprehensive 
grasp  to  the  mind,  variety  arid  richness  to  thought, 
and  a clearer  perception  of  the  motives  of  men  and 
the  principles  of  things;  indeed  of  the  very  spirit 
of  laws.  This  he  has  found  most  essential  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  professional  practice.  Pie  was 
born  in  Coweta  County,  Ga. , December  8.  1861, 
and  was  the  younger  of  two  sons  born  to  Luther 
AY.  and  Alary  A.  (Taylor)  Hardison,  natives  of 
South  Carolina.  His  brother,  AYiliiam  Harvey 
Hardison,  was  also  born  in  Coweta  County.  Ga.. 
and  there  attained  his  growth.  After  arriving  at 
years  of  discretion,  in  choosing  a profession  to 
which  to  devote  his  life,  he  selected  that  of  med- 
icine. and  to  perfect  himself  in  that  branch  he  en- 
tered a medical  school  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  after 
the  usual  course  of  study  was  graduated  from  that 
institution.  Immediately  after  his  graduation  lie 
entered  a medical  college  in  Philadelphia,  and 
later,  one  in  New  York,  and  was  graduated  from 
both  of  these  institutions  with  high  honors.  After 
his  studies  were  completed,  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  surgeon  for  the  western  division  of 
the  United  States  army,  stationed  in  Kansas,  but 
after  holding  that  position  for  three  years,  he  re- 
signed. He  then  came  to  this  county,  and  en- 
tered upon  a bright  career  which  was  cut  short  by 
his  untimely  death.  Although  he  had  been  ares- 
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ident  of  this  county  but  a short  time,  he  had  al- 
ready established  a large  practice,  and  his  prospects 
for  the  future  were  bright.  Tom  Hardison  was 
reared  on  a farm  in  Georgia,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  commenced  reading  law  with  Benj. 
II.  Hill,  the  leading  attorney  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and 
in  1879  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  entered  upon 
his  legal  career  in  Atlanta,  Ga. , but  continued 
| there  only  one  year,  and  then  moved  to  Kingston, 
Tex.,  and  shortly  after  locating  there  was  chosen 
State’s  attorney  of  Greenville  District.  Eighteen 
months  later  lie  resigned  that  position  to  accept 
| that  of  attorney  for  the  Texas  division  of  the  Mis- 
souri Pacific  Railroad,  and  he  acted  as  attorney 
for  that  company  until  1888,  when  he  resigned  in 
order  to  more  thoroughly  devote  his  attention  to 
the  interests  of  the  Van  Slick  Coal  Mining  Com- 
pany (incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Arkansas),  of 
which  he  is  president  and  one  of  the  largest  stock- 
holders. He  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of 'law 
in  the  Civil,  Federal  and  Supreme  Courts  of  Ar- 
kansas and  Texas,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  criminal  lawyers  in  Southern  Arkansas.  Out 
of  seventy-eight  criminal  cases  which  he  defended 
in  Texas  in  1888,  he  won  sixty-seven.  He  was 
united  in  marriage,  December  30,  1SS6,  to  Miss 
Lottie  Scott,  who  is  counted  among-  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Col. 
Hardison  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  past  master 
of  his  lodge,  and  is  also  serving  as  chancellor  com- 
mander of  his  K.  of  P.  Lodge.  He  also  holds 
membership  in  a new  order  called  the  White  Rose, 
of  which  he  has  the  honor  to  be  called  the  worthy 
chief  of  the  State.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
Democrats  of  this  county,  and  in  1889  he  acted 
as  delegate  to  the  Democratic  Convention,  which 
was  held  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  the  judge 
of  the  Federal  Court.  His  parents  are  still  liv- 
ing, their  home  being  in  Stephens,  Ark. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Henry  is  one  of  the  very  foremost  of 
the  professional  men  of  the  county,  and  is  acknowl- 
edged by  all  to  be  an  especially  skillful  physician 
| and  surgeon.  He  was  born  in  Tuscaloosa  County, 
Ala.,  in  1847,  being  a son  of  James  and  Mary  Ann 
(AValser)  Henry,  who  were  born  in  South  Carolina 
in  1811,  and  Georgia  in  1S1G,  respectively.  They 
were  married  in  Alabama,  and  from  there  moved 
to  Mississippi  in  1847,  and  reached  Ouachita 
Couuty.  Ark.,  in  1858,  and  here  resided  until  bis 
death  in  1884.  His  widow  survives  him.  and  both 
uere  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  many 
years.  Pie  was  engaged  in  farming  until  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  then  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
Holly  Springs.  Ho  was  in  the  Confederate  army 
from  June,  18(51,  to  January.  1802.  then  returned 


home  on  account  of  ill  health.  His  father,  James 
Henry,  was  of  Irish  descent,  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  died  in  Bibb  County.  Ala.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  Samuel  AValser,  a German,  who 
died  in  Tuscaloosa  County,  Ala.  Dr.  J.  T.  Henry 
was  the  sixth  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are 
now  living,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life,  receiving 
a good  common-school  education  in  his  youth, 
principally  at  Holly  Springs.  In  1868  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  AY.  H.  Falen,  of 
that  place,  and  then  entered  t he  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Kentucky,  at  Louisville, 
but  after  attending  this  institution  one  year  he  be- 
came a student  of  the  Medical  University  of  Nash- 
ville, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1873.  He 
at  once  located  near  Bearden,  where  he  has  built 
up  an  extensive  practice,  but  since  1SS9  he  has 
been  a merchant  of  the  town,  although  that  busi- 
ness has  received  his  attention  for  the  past  ten 
years.  He  is  a Democrat,  a member  of  the  A.  P. 
& A.  At.,  and  was  master  of  his  lodge  two  years, 
but  is  now  senior  warden.  In  1874  he  married 
Miss  Sidney  A.,  a daughter  of  Garrett  and  Anna 
O.  Gatlin,  who  removed  from  Georgia  to  Ouachita 
Count)  at  an  early  day,  but  afterward  settled  in 
Union  County,  where  the  father  died  in  1876,  hav- 
ing been  a farmer  throughout  life,  his  wife  being 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mrs.  Henry  was  born  in  Ouachita  County,  and  she 
and  Air.  Henry  have  become  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  one  son  and  live  daughters  now  living. 

"Alfred  C.  Jackson  has  been  a tiller  of  the  soil 
all  his  life,  having  learned  the  details  of  farm  work 
of  his  father,  who  was  also  an  agriculturist.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Hardeman  County,  Tenn.,  April 
27,  1827,  he  being  a son  of  Samuel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Mitchell)  Jackson,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a Georgian  who  emigrated  to  Alabama  with  his 
parents,  and  was  married  there.  He  and  his  wife 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Charles  C. , Nancy  E.  (wife  of 

Macom  McCaskil,  of  Tennessee),  Margaret  A.  (wife 
of  James  Reaves,  residing  in  Arkansas  ),  and  A\  ill  - 
iam  S.  Albert  and  lloford  C.  are  deceased.  Sam- 
uel Jackson  died  in  Hardeman  Couuty,  Tenn.,  in 
1832,  and  his  wife  in  1879.  she  being  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  Alfred  C.  Jackson  emigrated 
from  Tennessee  to  Arkansas  in  1849  and  settled 
on  woodland  farm  in  Ouachita  County,  and  like  all 
the  early  settlers,  experienced  many  hardships  be- 
fore getting  his  farm  in  tillable  condition.  He 
was  married  in  1850  to  Miss  Alary  Lewis,  a native 
of  Mississippi,  born  on  January  6,  1837,  a daugh- 
ter of  Everett  aud  Alartha  C.  (Reeves)  Lewis,  who 
were  natives  of  the  Old  North  State.  Air.  and 
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Mrs.  Jackson  have  had  a family  of  eleven  children 
born  to  them,  six  of  v.'hom  are  now  living:  Mar- 

tha 1:1.  (wife  of  Andrew  J.  Smith,  of  this  county), 
Alary  J.  (wife  of  David  \\  alker,  a farmer  of  Ne- 
vada County),'  Virginia  B.,  John  Id..  Viola  E.  and 
Katie  C.  In  18112  Mr.  Jackson  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany D.  Arkansas  Infantry,  but  aside  from  a few 
skirmishes,  never  participated  in  any  engagements. 
He  served  until  1805,  then  returned  home  and  be- 
gan devoting  all  his  attention  to  tilling  the  soil, 
being  now  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  excellent  farm- 
ing laud,  of  which  about  seventy-five  acres  are  in 
an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Jackson  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  1866, 
which  position  he  held  four  years,  and  he  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

William  K.  Johnson  and  Abner  S.  Riddick, 
farmers,  Stephens,  Ark.  Mr.  Johnson  was  born 
in  McNairy  County,  Tenn. , on  April  7.  18-14,  and  is 
the  son  of  Aden  and  Matilda  Ann  (Smith)  Johnso'n, 
the  former  a native  of  North  Carolina,  born  in  181 6. 
and  the  latter  of  Tennessee,  born  about  1830.  The 
parents  were  married  in  the  last-named  State,  and 
there  resided  until  1845,  when  they  moved  to  Oua- 
chita County,  Ark.  Airs.  Johnson  died  in  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  in  1873.  Air.  Johnson  is  now 
residing  with  his  second  wife  in  Erath  County. 
Tex.,  whither  he  moved,  in  1885,  and  Las  always 
followed  agricultural  pursuits.  To  his  first  mar- 
riage were  born  four  sons  and  six  daughters: 
V illiarn  R. , J.  \V.,  C.  C. , Thomas  A.,  Fannie, 
Amanda,  Adelaide,  Alice,  Lena,  and  an  infant  de- 
ceased. V illiam  R.  Johnson  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army  on  December  16,  1861,  in  Company 
B,  Sixth  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  served  three 
years  and  nine  months,  participating  during  that 
time  in  many  severe  engagements.  He  was  shot 
through  the  right  shoulder  at  the  battle  of  Alur- 
freesboro,  was  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga,  Ben- 
tonville,  in  the  ninety  days’  campaign  of  Gen.  Joe 
E.  Johnston,  and  was  captured  at  Jonesboro. 
Ga.  He  was  sent  to  Nashville,  and  at  the  end  of 
eighteen  days  was  exchanged.  He  returned  to  his 
home  in  Ouachita  County.  Ark.,  on  May  0.  1S65. 
and  on  December  7 of  the  same  year  was  married  to 
Aliss  Sarah  T.  Jenkins,  a native  of  Ouachita  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  bora  in  1847,  and  the  daughter  of  James 
aud  Catherine  (Parker)  Jenkins,  both  deceased. 
Air.  and  Airs.  Johnson  are  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  ten  of  whom  are  living:  Alattie,  Vena, 

Delia,  1 jenna,  Hattie,  Willie,  Roxie,  Robert,  Thom- 
as and  Oleva.  Mi'.  Johnson  has  resided  near  his 
present  property  since  1845.  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  1(31  acres  of  land,  with  about  seventy  acres  un- 
der cultivation,  located  eighteen  miles  southwest 


of  the  county  seat.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ala- 
souic  lodge  at  Stephens,  and  in  politics  is  a Demo- 
crat, casting  bis  first  vote  for  II.  Seymour.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Abner  S.  Riddick  is  a native  of  this  county, 
his  birth  occurring  on  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides, on  January  12,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Benja- 
min F.  Riddick,  who  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1812. 
The  father  is  one  of  the  pioneers  now  living  in 
this  county,  having  resided  here  since  1845,  and 
having  emigrated  from  Tennessee.  He  is  engaged 
in  farming,  and  is  one  of  the  much  respected  and 
esteemed  citizens  of  the  county.  His  wife  was 
formerly  Aliss  Laura  Cleeves,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  South  Carolina  about  1816,  and  she  is  living  at 
the  present  time.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to 
his  parents,  Benjamin  F.  is  the  eighth  in  order 
of  birth.  He  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  this  county,  and  in  the  fall  of  1886 
was  married  to  Aliss  Nancy  L.  Johnson,  a native 
of  Nevada  County,  Ark.,  born  in  1S68,  and  the 
daughter  of  AVilliam  R.  Johnson  Tsee  first  sub- 
ject]. Two  children  are  the  result  of  this  union: 
Daniel  B.  and  Annie  L.  Air.  Riddick  has  235 
acres  of  land,  with  about  seventy-live  acres  under 
cultivation  and  resides  about,  eighteen  miles 
southwest  of  Camden.  He  served  as  bailiff  in  this 
county  two  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. 
lodge  at  Stephens,  and  in  his  political  views  is 
strictly  Democratic,  casting  bis  vote  for  Gen. 
Hancock.  Airs.  Riddick  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

Henry  T.  Jones,  another  old  settler,  and  a 
prominent  farmer  of  AVasliington  Township,  was 
born  December  11,  1S3S,  in  Pickensville,  Pickens 
County,  Ala.,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Frazier) 
Jones,  natives  of  South  Carolina  (Fairfield  Dis- 
trict). Thomas.  Jones  was  born  in  171)7,  his  father 
also  being  of  South  Carolina,  of  English  descent. 
'Thomas  Jones  was  reared  and  married  in  South 
Carolina,  and  in  1838  moved  to  Alabama,  where 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born,  in  December 
of  the  same  year.  In  1848  he  came  to  this  county 
and  entered  a tract  of  wild  land  in  the  woods,  and 
cleared  up  the  farm  on  which  our  subject  now  re- 
sides.  He  died  September  t>,  1854.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  owned  over  1,000  acres  of  laud, 
arid  about  sixty  slaves.  His  wife  died  December 
25,  1848.  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  two  of  whom  are  now 
living,  viz.:  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  eldest, 
and  Sarah  (now  Airs.  Jesse  AlcAIahan  of  this  county, 
whose  sketch  appears  in  this  work).  Air.  Jones 
was  reared  on  the  farm  on  which  he  still  lives,  and 
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received  a good  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  this  county.  After  his  father’s  death  he  carried 
on  a mercantile  business  at  Beach  Hilt,  which  was 
owned  by  his  father.  In  1801  be  enlisted  in  the 
Sixth  Arkansas  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  as 
orderly  sergeant  of  Company  E.  In  December, 
1801,  he  was  transferred  to  quartermaster’s  de- 
partment, and  served  in  this  department  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  never  took  part  in  any 
battles.  He  was  captured  at  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg, but  was  immediately  paroled  and  put  in  camp 
in  Mississippi.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned home  and  resumed  farming  on  the  old  home- 
stead, at  which  he  has  continued  ever  since.  Mr. 
Jones  was  married  March  28,  1807,  to  Miss  Hattie 
A.  Cobb,  a native  of  Florida,  born  October  3, 1844, 
in  Monticello,  Fla.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
four  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz. : 
Lena  (an  attractive  young  lady,  born  February  13, 
1808),  Joel  (born  November  19,  1809),  Sula  (born 
October  21,  1872),  and  Hattie  (deceased).  Mr. 
Jones  owns  a farm  of  over  700  acres  of  tine  farm- 
ing land,  with  about  100  acres  under  cultivation, 
raising  principally  cotton.  He  also  devotes  con- 
siderable attention  to  raising  cattle  and  sheep.  He 
operates  a large  steam  cotton-gin  and  grist-mill, 
the  capacity  of  the  former  being  ten  bales  of 
cotton  per  day,  and  of  the  latter,  seventy-five 
bushels  per  day.  Mr.  Jones  is  a member  of  the  K. 
of  H.  and  County  Wheel,  tie  was  an  Old  Line 
'Whig,  but  is  now  independent  in  politics.  Mrs. 
Jones  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  .Episcopal 
Church,  South.  Mr.  Jones  is  a successful  farmer, 
a good  citizen,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
public  enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  community. 

Hon.  James  W7.  Juniel  is  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature,  is  State  agent  for  the  Memphis 
fertilizer,  and  is  a prominent  planter  of  Freeo 
Township.  He  was  born  in  Halifax  Countv,  Ya., 
April  22,  1844,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Julia 
(Wilkins)  Juniel,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia, 
born  in  1817.  They  were  married  near  Halifax 
Court  House,  and  in  1850  came  to  Ouachita  County, 
Ark.,  settling  on  a farm.  He  is  one  of  the  pio 
neers,  and  one  of  the  oldest  men  in  the  couuty, 
and  on  coming  here  the  nearest  trading  point  was 
Camden,  then  a mere  village.  The  mother  died 
on  August  12,  3 850.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Juniel.  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  died  in 
Ouachita  Couuty,  in  1S<31,  his  wife  dying  in  1S3S. 
The  great-grandfather,  Sulvester  by  name,  was 
I born  in  England,  and  died  in  Virginia  a few  months 
I a few  months  after  coming  to  the  United  States. 
Rev.  John  Wilkins,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was 
probably  born  in  Virginia,  and  there  died  a metn- 
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her  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  and  he  and 
bis  wife  died  when  Mrs.  Juniel  was  very  small. 
Hon.  James  W.  Juniel  was  the  eldest  of  six  chil- 
dren, and  was  reared  on  a farm,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  McKenzie  College,  of  Texas,  and  was  in 
the  junior  class  when  the  war  broke  out.  He  im- 
mediately left  school  and  joined  Company  O, 
Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry,  but  was  disabled  at 
Belmont,  was  discharged  and  returned  home.  After 
recovering  he  joined  Company  Gf,  Third  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  and  served  under  Gens.  Forrest  and 
Wheeler  until  December,  1803.  when  he  was  placed 
in  the  secret  service  on  account  of  his  suc- 
cess as  a scout,  and  acted  as  a spy  for  the  Con- 
federacy until  the  close  of  the  war  under  Capt.  A. 
M.  Shannon,  and  operated  in  Tennessee,  Georgia, 
North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina.  He  was 
wounded  twice  at  Murfreesboro,  was  captured 
three  times,  but.  managed  soon  to  make  his  escape 
each  time.  After  the  general  surrender  his  com- 
mand was  ordered  to  escort  Jeff  Davis  to  the  sea. 
and  was  with  him  at  Atlanta,  Ga. , for  the  last  time. 
He  came  home  in  August,  18135,  and  began  farm- 
ing and  merchandising  at  Holly  Springs,  and  was 
there  married  on  November  8,  i860,  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  Judge  James  and  Mary  A.  (Hudson) 
McDaniel,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  North 
Carolina.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  lie  went  to  Ala- 
bama, and  began  as  a laborer  near  Montgomery, 
but  afterward  came  to  New  Edinburg,  Ark.,  and 
here  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  becoming  a wealthy 
citizen.  He  was  probate  judge  of  Bradley  County 
for  a number  of  years,  and  for  a great  many  years 
was  justice  of  the  peace  and  postmaster  at 
Eagle  Creek.  He  was  a prominent  Mason,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  his  vicinity.  He  and 
his  wife  died  in  1887,  after  having  reared  a large 
family  of  children.  Mrs.  Juniel  was  born  near 
New  Edinburg,  and  has  borne  Mr.  Juniel  three 
children,  a son  and  daughter  now  living:  James  W. 
and  M.  E.  Edna.  Mr.  Juniel  has  about  3.500 
acres  of  land  on  Ouachita  County,  and  his  wife  has 
over  500  acres  in  Cleveland  County.  He  has  re- 
sided on  his  farm  since  1870,  and  is  one  of  ttie 
leading  planters  in  this  portion  of  the  Stale.  He 
is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  1888  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  from  this  county, 
and  was  chairman  of  a number  of  important  com- 
mittees. He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M., 
St.  John’s  Lodge,  at  Holly  Springs,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  K.  of  P.  Lodge,  at  Camden,  also  the  K. 
of  11. . of  that  place.  He  belongs  to  the  Agricult- 
ural Wheel,  and  has  been  a delegate  to  the  State 
Wheels  on  a number  of  occasions. 

C.  S.  Keith,  fanner  and  stock-raiser,  Camden, 
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. Ark.  Mr.  Keith  has  boon  located  in  this  county 
for  many  years,  and  lie  is  well  established  as  a 
practical  farmer  and  a successful  stockman.  He 
was  born  in  Tennessee,  in  3845.  and  is  the  son  of 
John  H.  and  Leutia  (Davis)  Keith,  natives  of  North 
Carolina  and  Tennessee,  respectively,  and  the 
grandson  of  W.  A.  Keith,  who  was  a soldier  in  the 
war  for  independence,  and  who  was  a school-teacher, 
having  a superior  education  for  those  days.  The 
latter  was  a native  of  Scotland,  and  received  his 
education  in  that  country.  The  father  of  W.  A. 
Keith  and  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Robert  Keith,  who  was  rear  admiral  of  the  British 
fleet  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  father 
of  our  subject,  John  H.  Keith,  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing ministers  in  the  Old  School  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  moving  to 
the  latter  State  in  1 S IS.  and  taking  charge  of  the 
Danville  Presbyterian  School,  which  position  he 
held  for  about  ten  or  twelve  years,  or  until  1860. 
One  year  later  be  moved  near  Searcy,  White 
County,  Ark.,  and  there  continued  to  minister  to 
the  spiritual  wants  of  his  fellow  men  until  his  death, 
in  3 SOT,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  He  also 
carried  on  farming,  having  purchased  a tract  of 
land  close  to  Searcy.  Plis  ministerial  duties  ex- 
tended over  a period  of  forty  years.  He  had  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  in  North  Carolina, 
and  was  a man  beloved  and  eminently  esteemed  by 
all  who  knew  him.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to 
his  marriage,  four  are  now  living:  John  Y.  (an 

attorney,  of  Madison  County.  Tenn.l,  C.  S..  James 
O.  (resides  in  this  county,  engaged  in  farming),  and 
Charlotta  A.  Mrs.  Keith  died  in  1876.  near  Cam- 
den, at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  C.  S.  Keith 
had  good  educational  advantages  in  Tennessee  and 
Mississippi,  but  the  war  breaking  out,  interfered 
very  much  with  his  schooling.  In  1862  he  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  Third  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry. 
United  States  Army,  and  served  until  the  first  at- 
i aek  on  Vicksburg,  in  December,  1862.  He  was 
in  the  battle  of  Cotton  Plant.  From  there  he  went 
up  the  river,  where  they  captured  Arkansas  Post, 
from  there  to  Napoleon,  Ark.,  and  from  there  to 
Milligan’s  Bend,  where  Mr.  Keith  was  captured 
hv  a portion  of  Capt.  Johnson's  men.  He  was 
paroled  by  order  of  Lieut. -Gen.  Holmes,  and  later 
came  to  Camden,  where  he  remained  during  the 
remainder  of  the  war.  He  was  wounded  at  Ar- 
kansas Post,  in  the  left  shoulder.  Mr.  Keith  was 
sergeant  of  his  company,  and  after  both  the  captain 
and  lieutenant  were  killed,  he  commanded  the  com- 
pany during  this  light.  After  the  war  he  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business,  which  he  successfully  car- 
ried on  two  years.  He  then  moved  to  the  country. 


rented  land  for  three  years,  and  then  purchased 
300  acres,  one  and  a half  miles  south  of  where  lie 
now  lives.  In  1873  he  purchased,  his  present  farm, 
consisting  of  160  acres,  with  only  three  or  four 
acres  improved,  and  he  now  has  about  300  acres 
cleared,  lias  erected  good  buildings,  steam  gin  and 
grist-mill,  and  has  made  many  improvements.  A. 
A.  Tufts,  of  Camden,  has  an  interest  in  the  mill 
and  gin,  and  he  and  Mr.  Keith  are  the  owners  of 
about  30,000  acres  of  land  in  various  portions  of 
the  county.  They  have  some  well  improved  farms, 
and  also  have  some  fine  tracts  of  wild  land.  Mr. 
Keith  does  some  merchandising  on  his  farm,  more 
to  supply  his  own  forces  than  for  a general  mercan- 
tile business,  and  also  owns,  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Tufts;  some  city  property  in  Camden.  Ho  was 
married  in  1865,  to  Miss  Mittie  A.  Thomas,  of 
Camden,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children: 
Sarah  L.  (wife  of  J.  H.  Henderson),  J.  H.  (who 
died  in  1889.  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years),  J.  Y. 
(at  home),  and  Ella  V . Mrs.  Keith  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1889,  in  full  communion  with  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Keith  is  a member 
of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Camden  3_iOdge  No.  11,  R. 
A.  M. , V liitefield  Chapter.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  Commandery  of  this  order.  Mr.  Keith  has 
held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  town- 
ship for  fourteen  years,  and  is  at  present  an  in- 
cumbent of  that  office.  He  has  also  held  the  office 
of  school  director  for  twenty  years.  In  1872  he 
was  appointed  assessor  of  the  county  by  Ex-Gov. 
Hadley,  and.  served  two  years,  and  was  at  one  time 
associate  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  court. 
Politically,  he  is  a Republican. 

Robert  Lester,  farmer,  Lester,  Ark.  Mr.  Les- 
ter is  a native  of  Georgia,  his  birth  occurring  iu 
1827.  but  bis  ancestors  were  early  settlers  of  Vir- 
ginia. His  parents,  William  and  Sarah  (Brown) 
Lester,  were  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion,  the 
father  born  in  1796  and  the  mother  in  1798.  Will- 
iam Lester  was  a very  extensive  planter,  and  was 
the  owner  of  about  forty  negroes.  He  emigrated 
to  Georgia  about  1800,  and  there  passed  his  last 
days,  liis  death  occurring  in  1871.  The  mother 
died  in  1863.  Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Robert,  Sarah 
(wife of  George  Holliday,  of  Georgia),  and  Joshua. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Louis 
and  Rhoda  (Russell)  Lester,  were  also  natives  of 
Virginia.  Robert  Lester  was  educated  iu  the 
common  schools  of  Georgia,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  commenced  life  for  himself  as 
a farmer  on  his  own  land  in  Georgia.  This  he 
carried  on  in  connection  with  overseeing  until  the 
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breaking  out  of  the  war.  He  entered  the  Con- 
! federate  service  in  1802,  was  a member  of  Fcholls’ 

I artillery,  and  served  principally  uuder  Gen.  Cobb. 
He  was  in  no  hard  engagements,  but  participated 
in  several  severe  skirmishes.  He  surrendered  in 
Washington,  Ga.,  but  his  company  surrendered  at 
Smithville,  N.  0.  Returning  home  he  found  him- 
self broken  in  health  and  fortune.  His  slaves, 
which  he  had  inherited  from  his  father's  estate. 

| remained  on  his  farm  until  two  years  before  Mr. 

Lester  came  to  Arkansas,  which  was  in  1871.  He 
| first  settled  within  one  mile  of  where  he  now 
lives,  on  120  acres  of  land,  and  to  this  he  has 
j since  added  80  acres,  on  which  he  now  resides. 
He  has  in  all  about  100  acres  under  cultivation,  and 
on  this  raises  from  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  a 
bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre.  He  was  married,  in 
1801.  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Daniel,  of  Georgia,  and 
the  daughter  of  Woodson  and  Mary  (Meeler) 
Daniel,  natives  of  Virginia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan- 
iel were  the  parents  of  two  children:  Mrs.  Lester, 
and  a son,  J.  C.  (who  resides  in  Georgia).  Mr. 

I Daniel  was  born  in  1809  and  died  in  1801.  and  his 
wife  was  born  in  ISOS  and  died  in  1S02.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lester  have  been  born  ten  children,  only 
two  of  whom  are  now  alive:  Sarah  A.  (wife  of 
| Braxton  Bragg,  a relative  of  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg), 
and  Nettie  L.  (wife  of  W.  L.  Worthington.  M.  D.. 
of  this  county).  Mr.  Lester  has  been  a member 
j of  the  Masonic  fraternity  since  1851,  and  is  a 
member  of  Camden  Lodge  No.  11.  He  favor?  ail 
public  improvements  for  the  benefit  of  his  county. 

| and  is  a liberal  patron  to  schools,  churches,  etc. 
Politically,  like  the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  this 
county,  he  is  a true  Democrat.  Mrs.  Lester  is  a 
j member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

S.  B.  Lide,  treasurer  of  Ouachita  County.  Ark. 
In  the  history  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  this 
j county  Mr.  Lide  has  borne  a prominent  part,  and 
his  career  has  been  such  as  to  give  encouragement 
to  young  men  without  means,  for  his  present  compe- 
tence and  enviable  social  position  have  been  gained 
i through  his  own  merits.  He  was  born  in  Dallas 
County,  Ala..  January  28,  1847,  and  he  is  a son 
of  Eli  H.  and  Martha  J.  (Blackwell)  Lide.  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  born  in  Darlington.  S.  C. . in 
1790.  After  residing  in  Alabama  for  a time,  he 
moved  to  Texas,  in  1854,  but.  died  of  Asiatic  chol- 
era on  the  way.  He  was  the  owner  of  ninety  slaves 
which  he  was  taking  with  him,  and  out  of  that 
number  lost  forty  by  the  same  disease.  He  had 
been  a farmer  and  merchant.  His  wife  died  in 
Camden,  Ark.,  in  1880.  They  were  the  parents  of 
two  children,  S.  B.  Lide  being  the  only  one  now 
living.  The  mother  married  a second  time,  and 


by  this  husband  became  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living.  S.  B.  Lide  came  to 
Arkansas  with  his  mother,  in  1857,  and  located  on 
a farm  six  miles  west  of  Camden,  and  here  he  re- 
ceived his  early  education,  being  an  attendant  of 
the  district  schools.  He  remained  at  home  until 
1864,  when  he  ran  off  and  joined  the  army,  and 
served  until  the  final  surrender,  then  returned  borne  j 
and  entered  the  mercantile  business,  and  for  the 
past  eleven  years  has  been  connected  with  Dr.  J.W. 
Brown.  He  was  married  in  1876,  to  Miss  Susan 
Graham,  by  whom  he  had  three  children:  Martha 
B..  Montrose  G.  and  James  E.  Mrs.  Lide  was  a 
niece  of  ex- Gov.  William  A.  Graham,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  she  and  Mr.  Lide  were  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  Miss  Ivittie  Scott  became  the 
second  wife  of  Mr. , Lide,  in  1888,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Lawrence  D.  Mr.  Lide  is  well  and  fa- 
vorably known  throughout  the  county,  and  in  1886 
was  elected  county  treasurer,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  discharged  his  duties  was  so  satisfactory 
that  he  was  re-elected  in  1888. 

Jesse  T.  McMahan,  a pioneer  farmer  of  Ouach- 
ita County  and  an  eminently  self-made  man. 
was  born  June  3,  1830,  in  Greene  County,  111.,  a 
son  of  Robert  and  Nancy  (Conway)  McMahan, 
natives  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  Robert  Mc- 
Mahan was  a son  of  Robert  McMahan.  Sr.,  also  a 
native  of  Tennessee.  Robert  McMahan,  Sr., 
moved  to  Illinois,  being  among  the  first  settlers  of 
the  State,  and  the  first  settler  of  Madison  County. 

He  was  there  married  to  his  first  wife,  who  bore 
him  six  children.  They  were  captured  by  the 
Indians,  and  Mrs.  McMahan  and  four  of  the  chil- 
dren were  killed.  One,  an  infant,  was  left  at 
home  in  the  cradle,  being  overlooked  by  the  In- 
dians, and  the  other,  a girl,  was  carried  captive 
and  held  by  the  Indians  for  four  or  live  years. 
Mr.  McMahan  escaped  a few  days  after  his  capture 
and  returned  to  his  home  to  find  the  baby  starved 
to  death  in  its  cradle.  He  then  returned  to  Ten- 
nessee, where  be  married  his  second  wife,  the 
grandmother  of  our  subject.  Nancy  Custer,  of 
Tennessee,  and  soon  after  the  birth  of  their  son. 
Robert,  father  of  our  subject,  they  returned  to 
Madison  County,  HI.,  where  they  lived  until  the 
father's  death.  Four  or  five  years  after  the  capt- 
ure and  massacre  of  his  wife  and  family.  Mr. 
McMahan  reclaimed  his  daughter  from  the  Indians, 
paying  them  a ransom  for  her  release.  Her  name 
was  Lucy.  She  married  a man  by  the  name  of 
Gaskell,  and  was  the  mother  of  several  children, 
and  died  in  Madison  County  since  the  war.  Mrs. 
McMahan  (the  grandmother  of  our  subject)  died 
about  1805,  aged  one  hundred  and  live.  Robert 
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McMahan  (the  father  of  our  subject)  was  born  in 
] 785,  and  reared  to  pioneer  life  in  Madison  County, 
III. , and  married  Miss  Nancy  Conway,  a native  of 
Kentucky,  born  about  1795,  a daughter  of  Jesse 
Conway.  His  death  occurred  in  .1809,  and  his 
wife  followed  one  year  later.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing— five  boys  and  live  girls — viz.  : Margaret  (now 
Mrs.  McBride,  of  Nebraska),  Mary,  Mrs.  Cochran 
(a  widow  residing  in  Scott  County,  111.),  Henry  (a 
farmer  of  Greene  County,  111.),  Rebecca,  Mrs. 
Smith  (of  Scott  County,  111.),  Jesse  (the  subject  of 
this  sketch),  Jane.  Mrs.  Wells  (of  Nebraska),  Na- 
| thaniel  (a  merchant  of  Manchester,  111.),  William 
(a  miner  in  Missouri  I,  Hestor,  Mrs.  McPherson  (of 
Greene  County,  111.),  and  George  (a  merchant  of 
Greene  County,  111).  Jesse  McMahan,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  reared  to  farm  labor  in  Iliinois, 
and  although  he  had  no  chance  to  attend  school 
much,  he  obtained  a common-school  education.  In 
1848  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and  worked  out  at  farm 
labor,  sending  his  wages  home  to  his  parents.  Two 
years  later  he  came  to  Camden,  Ouachita  County, 
where  he  commenced  work  for  himself,  being 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  constable  at  writing. 
Then  he  engaged  in  business  as  a butcher  for  a 
year  or  so,  after  which  he  went  to  school  at  Mine 
Creek,  Hempstead  County,  for  six  months,  then 
returned  to  Camden,  and  was  again  employed  in 
the  constable’s  office,  which  was  at  that  time  a very 
important  office.  He  then  formed  a partnership 
with  a man  by  the  name  of  Jennings,  and  em- 
barked in  the  grocery  business.  One  year  later  lie 
sold  out,  his  interest,  then  clerked  in  a dry  goods 
store  a year  or  more,  after  which,  in  the  fall  of 
1854,  he  engaged  in  steamboating  on  the  Ouachita 
and  Red  Rivers,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
that  business  in  connection  with  farming,  having 
an  interest  in  a steamer,  and  was  employed  as 
pilot  on  the  same  until  1SS3.  In  1861  Mr.  Mc- 
Mahan enlisted  in  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  of 
which  he  was  captain,  and  served  until  April,  1 S G 2 , 
when  he  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
being  shot  in  the  mouth,  the  ball  tearing  out  part 
of  the  lower  jaw,  teeth,  and  part  of  his  tongue. 
He  received  a discharge  on  account  of  disability, 
and  returned  home.  He  first  enlisted  as  orderly 
i sergeant  for  a term  of  twelve  months,  and  upon 
the  reorganization  of  his  regiment  he  was  made 
captain  of  his  company.  The  First  Arkansas 
Infantry  was  organized  before  the  State  seceded. 
Mr.  McMahan  participated  in  the  battles  of  Bull 
Run  and  Shiloh,  besides  many  skirmishes.  Octo- 
ber 29,  1868,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Jones, 


a native  of  this  county,  and  a daughter  of  Thomas 
i and  Sarah  (Frazier)  Jones,  natives  of  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina,  respectively.  She  was  born  .Feb- 
ruary 10,  1846.  They  have  never  had  any  chil- 
! dren  of  their  own,  but  have  raised  seven  orphan 
children.  They  are  now  bringing  up  three  chil- 
dren: Alice  Scogin,  Georgia  Scogin  and  Thomas 
McMahan  (his  name  also  was  Scogin,  but  was 
adopted  by  subject  and  wife).  Mr.  McMahan 
bought  his  present  farm  in  1863.  and  moved  on 
the  place  in  .1865,  and  although  he  has  been 
! engaged  in  steamboating,  he  has  since  carried  on 
this  farm  and  resided  here,  and  since  1883  he  has 
devoted  his  whole  time  and  attention  to  farming, 
dairying  and  stock-raising.  He  owns  5S5  acres  of 
land,  with  160  acres  under  cultivation.  His  prin- 
cipal crop  in  the  past  has  been  cotton,  but  since 
1883  he  has  been  devoting  his  time  to  stock-raising 
and  dairying,  and  now  owns  about  200  head  of 
cattle,  and  sells  more  milk  and  butter  than  any 
other  farmer  of  Ouachita  County.  He  is  a lover 
of  tine  stock,  and  owns  some  thoroughbred  Jersey 
cattle,  and  Brown  Leghorn  and  Wyandotte  fowls, 
Toulon  geese  and  Pekin  white  ducks;  he  also 
raises ‘horses  and  mules  and  hogs  for  market.  Both 
he  and  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South.  Mr.  McMahan  is  a 
' member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  of  the  County 
"Wheel.  Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Ouachita  County,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
all  laudable  public  enterprises. 

Dr.  John  M.  Mahan  is  one  of  the  leading  med- 
ical practitioners  of  Ouachita  County,  and  has 
been  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Bearden,  since  1886.  He  was  born  in  Dallas 
County,  Ark.,  in  1851,  and  is  a son  of  David  and 
Elizabeth  (Goggins)  Mahan,  who  were  born  in 
Kentucky  and  South  Carolina,  respectively,  but 
their  marriage  took  place  it)  Alabama.  In  1851 
they  came  to  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  and  in  1870 
settled  in  Franklin  County,  where  Mr.  Mahan 
died  in  .1880, aged  seventy-two  years,  his  wife  dying 
in  1876.  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  The  paternal 
grandfather.  Hezekiah  Mahan,  died  in  Missouri,  liis 
| father  having  been  an  Irish  gentleman,  and  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  maternal 
grandfather.  James  Goggins,  died  in  Coosa  County. 
Ala.  Dr.  John  M.  Mahan  was  the  seventh  of 
' nine  children  who  live  to  be  grown,  and  in  his 
; youth  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  farm  work, 
receiving  an  academic  education.  He  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  bis  brother,  Dr.  \\  illiam 
W.  Mahan,  and  in  18/3,  entered  the  Jefferson 
: Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  Ponu..  from 
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which  he  graduated  in  18  m.  Previous  to  graduat- 
ing he  had  practiced  a short  time  with  his  brother, 
but  after  that  event  he  settled  at  Mulberry,  Frank- 
lin County,  Ark. , and  here  practiced  his  profession, 
until  1880,  when  he  came  to  Bearden,  where  he 
has  built  up  an  excellent  practice,  and  has  a nice 
home.  In  1880'  he  was  married  to  Miss  Katie,  a 
daughter  of  John  A.  and  Permelia  Goodgame,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  in  another  part  of  this 
work.  She  was  born  in  Dallas  County,  and  she 
and  the  Doctor  have  four  daughters.  He  is  in 
every  respect  a self-made  man,  for  the  war  left  his 
father  in  very  poor  circumstances,  and  he  was 
thus  compelled  to  educate  himself.  The  father 
also  had  worked  himself  up  in  the  world,  and  he 
was  compelled  to  leave  his  Kentucky  home,  when 
a mere  boy,  owing  to  the  ill  treatment  of  his  step- 
mother. He  went  to  Alabama,  and  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Rebellion,  was  a man  of  consider- 
able means. 

William  T.  Martin  has  been  a resident  of  this 
State  since  1856,  and  was  born  July  16,  1851,  in 
Leake  County,  Miss.,  a son  of  J.  Saddler  and  Jane 
(Mann)  Martin,  natives  of  South  Carolina  and. 
Alabama,  respectively.  James  S.  Martin  was 
born  in  1822,  a son  of  James  and  Melinda  (Wal- 
lace) Martin,  both  of  Scotcli-Irish  descent.  James 
Martin  was  a son  of  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  James  Martin,  Sr.,  died  when  the  father 
of  our  subject  was  a boy.  James  S.  Martin 
(known  as  Saddler  Martin),  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  moved  to  Alabama  with  his  father 
when  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  In  .1.813  he 
came  to  Mississippi,  where  he  married  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
1856.  when  he  came  to  this  State,  locating  in 
Bradley  County,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
which,  occurred  in  June,  1881.  In  1862  he  enlisted 
in  Dockery’s  regiment  of  Cavalry,  Confederate 
army,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  in  Price’s  raid  through  Missouri,  and  in  the 
battles  of  Pilot  Knob.  Mr.  Martin  was  twice 
married:  First,  to  the  mother  of  our  subject,  who 
was  a daughter  of  James  and  Bettie  (Manning) 
Mann,  natives  of  Georgia.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  died  in  1853,  after  having 
borne  her  husband  two  children:  William  T.  (the 
subject  of  this  sketch),  and  an  infaut  (who  died  Ire- 
fore  named).  In  1855  Mr.  Martin  married  Miss 
Benina  Maun,  a sister  of  his  deceased  wife,  by 
whom  he  had  ten  children,  four  of  whom  are  still 
living:  Duff  (a  farmer  of  Valley  Township),  Lo- 
raine  (now  Mrs.  Snead,  of  Texas),  James  and 
Ollie  (twins,  living  at  home  in  Bradley  County). 
Mrs.  Martin  died  in  1 STD.  Both  she  and  husband  J 


were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Brad- 
ley County,  on  his  father’s  farm,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation at  the  common  schools  of  that  county. 
When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he  went  to  Texas, 
where  lie  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
remained  at  this  place  only  one  year,  and  then 
went  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  where  he  was  employed  as 
a traveling  salesman  for  the  leading  agricultural 
machinery  company  of  that  place  for  two  years. 
In  1.879  he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased  an 
improved  farm  of  240  acres,  with  125  acres  under 
cultivation,  which  he  still  owns  and  makes  his 
home.  In  1883  he  commenced  to -study  law  in 
connection  with  farming,  under  Col.  Benjamin 
Johnson,  of  Camden,  and  in  1886  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  immediately  commenced  the  practice 
of  law  at  Camden.  He  continued  to  practice  un- 
til September,  1SSS,  when  he  was  offered  the  posi- 
tion of  general  agent  and  correspondent  for  the 
Memphis  Avalanche,  for  the  States  of  Arkansas, 
Texas,  Southern  Missouri,  Northern  Louisiana, 
and  part  of  New  Mexico  and  Colorado,  which  posi- 
tion he  accepted  and  still  holds,  traveling  over  all 
of  that  country.  In  1876  Mr.  Martin  married 
Miss  Emma  Broughton,  a native  of  Georgia,  born 
in  1855,  a daughter  of  Jacob  L.  and  Mary  (Brough- 
ton) Broughton,  natives  of  Georgia,  and  the  fruits 
of  this  union  have  been  seven  children,  viz,  : 
Henry,  Maggie,  Annie,  Charles,  Lucy.  Lillie  and 
Willie,  all  at  home.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin 
are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  South.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Martin  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is 
well  known  throughout  the  county. 

John  W.  Moon,  one  of  the  best  known  farmers 
of  Marion  Township,  was  born  in  Madison  County, 
Ala..  May  25,  1836,  a son  of  Jackson  and  Sarah 
(Moon)  Moon,  also  natives  of  Madison  County,  the 
former  born  in  1814,  a son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Lewis)  Moon.  John  Moon  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1789,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  with  Gen.  Jackson,  at  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans.  He  was  a son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Horn)  Moon,  the  former  of  whom  was  a son  of  a 
Quaker  (to  which  sect  all  of  his  ancestors  belonged), 
of  English  descent,  who  resided  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  and  six  brothers  enlisted  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  contrary  to  the  creed  of  the  Quaker  religion, 
for  which  they  were  ex  communicated.  Mary  Horn 
(the  great  grandmother  of  our  subject)  was  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Hoof,  of  Pennsylvania.  She  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and  twelve,  when  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  live  years  old.  Jackson 
Moon  was  an  old  planter  of  Alabama,  owning  sev- 
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eral  hundred  acres  of  land  and  a number  of  slaves. 
He  was  married  to  the  mother  of  our  subject  in 
) s:]5.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Sarah 
(Perkins')  Moon,  the  latter  lived  to  be  ninety-seven 
vears  of  age.  The  results  of  this  union  were  two 
children,  John  W.  and  Nathaniel  J.,  whose  death 
was  caused  by  falling  from  a wagon  in  1858.  The 
father  died  "May  81.  1839,  and  his  widow  after- 
ward married  Mi-.  W.  C.  Renfroe,  of  Alabama,  and 
lived  until  1870,  dying  in  Texas.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Alabama  until 
1849,  when  his  mother  and  stepfather  moved  to 
Arkansas,  locating  in  this  county.  When  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  commenced  working  for 
himself  at  farm  labor,  and  also  by  working  in  a 
grist  and  saw  mill  in  Bridge  Creek  Township.  He 
was  married  on  September  15.  1806,  to  Elexa 
Frances  Tyson,  wTho  was  born  in  Henry  County, 
Term.,  in  1840,  a daughter  of  Uriah  and  Sarah  M. 
(Lewis)  Tyson,  natives  of  Tennessee.  The  fruits 
of  this  union  have  been  nine  children,  all  living, 
viz.:  William  Uriah  (teaching  school  and  living  at 
home),  James  N. , John  R. , Sarah  A.  .Samuel  E.  .Mary 
F.,  Martha  B. , Van  T.  and  Clara  L.  Mr.  Moon  owns 
047  acres  of  land,  of  which  220  acres  are  under 
cultivation,  and  devotes  his  attention  chiefly  to  the 
cultivation  of  cotton  and  corn.  He  is  also  engaged 
in  raising  horses  and  cattle.  Mrs.  Moon  is  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 
Socially  Mr.  Moon  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  or- 
der, and  politically,  belongs  to  the  Democratic 
party.  He  takes  a great  interest  in  politics,  and 
is  well  known  throughout  the  county,  w here  he  is 
highly  respected.  Mr.  Moon  enlisted  in  June, 
1801,  in  the  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  in  which  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  through  which 
he  was  color-bearer,  and  held  the  rank  of  third 
lieutenant.  The  principal  battles  in  which  he 
participated  were:  Thompson’s  Station,  Corinth, 
Iulra,  Knoxville,  Chickamauga,  Atlanta,  and  others, 
following  Sherman  lo  the  sea.  east  battle  of  John- 
son’s army  at  Smith ville.  He  was  wounded  at 
Thompson’s  Station  in  the  back  of  the  neck,  and 
returned  home  November  10,  1865.  He  was  in  all 
of  the  battles  of  his  brigade,  with  the  exception  of 
the  skirmishes.  He  carried  the  color:,  of  his  reg- 
iment through  the  last  three  years  of  the  war,  and 
had  two  flags  shot  to  pieces  in  his  hands,  and 
many  narrow  escapes. 

Henry  B.  Morgan,  a leading  merchant  of  Ste- 
phens, is  a native  of  Georgia,  born  in  Harris  Coun- 
ty. on  March  10,  184.9,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  the  county.  His  father,  .John  H. 
Morgan,  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1S10.  and  died  in 
Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  in  1857.  He  emigrated  to 
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the  last  named  county  in  1848,  and  was  one  of  the 
very  earliest  settlers,  carrying  the  first  slaves  to 
that  county.  He  located  on  a farm  in  the  woods, 
and  here  passed  his  last  days,  tilling  many  local 
positions  of  trust.  He  was  married  in  Georgia  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Walker,  a native  of  that  State  and 
of  Irish  descent,  her  grandparents  being  natives  of 
the  Emerald  Isle.  She  died  in  1878.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Morgan  were  born  ten  children.  Henry 
P.  being  the  youngest  in  order  of  birth.  The  lat- 
ter was  reared  in  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  and  re- 
ceived but  a limited  education.  He  resided  with 
his  mother  until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  and  was 
then  married  to  Miss  Georgia  Hod  nett,  a native  of 
Georgia,  born  in  1852.  To  them  were  born  three 
children:  Kate  M.  (wife  of  Harvey  Edwards).  Em- 
mett and  Marcus.  Mrs.  Morgan  died  in  1878.  and 
about  1880  Mr.  Morgan  took  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Josephine  Hodnett.  a sister  of  his  lirst  wife 
and  also  a native  of  Georgia.  Four  children  were 
born  to  this  union:  Harvey,  Alva,  Elma  and  John 
II.  Mr.  Morgan  embarked  in  the  merchandising 
business  at  Stephens  in  1888,  and  carries  a stock 
of  goods  valued  at  about  84,000.  He  also  buys 
cotton  in  connection  with  his  general  trade.  He 
is  the  owner  of  1.000  acres  of  land  and  also  several 
town  lots  with  buildings  which  he  rents.  Mr. 
Morgan  is  a member  of  the  Iv.  of  P.  lodge  at 
Stephens,  and  is  also  a K.  of  H.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat. in  politics,  and  his  lirst  presidential  vote  was 
for  Seymour.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  of  which  his 
first  wife  was  also  a member. 

Sharon  R.  Myatt,  a prominent  farmer  of  Bridge 
Creek  Township,  was  born  April  5.  .1847,  in  this 
county,  a son  of  Alfred  B.  and  Jane  F.  (Elliott)  Mv-  , 
att,  natives  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  respective- 
ly. Alfred  B.  Myatt  was  born  in  181 1 , in  Wake  Coun- 
ty, N.  C.,  of  English  descent.  He  was  a farmer 
ley  occupation,  and  was  reared  principally  in  Ala- 
bama, to  which  State  he  had  removed  when  he  was 
eleven  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he 
went  to  Columbus,  Miss.,  where  he  went  into  busi- 
ness, in  1841  he  came  to  this  State  and  located  in 
this  county,  settling  on  Government  land.  He 
died  in  1889,  being  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in 
this  county  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  mother 
was  born  in  1823.  a daughter  of  Robert  Elliott,  also 
an  old  settler  of  this  county.  Mrs.  Myatt  is  still 
living  and  resides  with  her  son,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  She  is  a member  of  the  Protestant  Method- 
ist Church.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children, 
live  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.  : Rufus  (deceased  l, 
Melissa  (now  Mrs.  Kennedy,  who  was  born  in  1844). 
Sharon  R.,  Florence  Isabella  (now  Mrs.  Hughes, 
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of  Washington  Township),  Ophelia  F.  (lumiar- 
i riecl  and  living  at  home),  and  Vernon  D.  (a  farmer 
of  this  township).  Mr.  Myall,  commenced  worlc- 
| ing  for  himself  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  being 
employed  in  a saw-mill.  In  1877  he  purchased  his 
present  farm,  and  in  .1889  was  married  to  Miss 
! Minnie  Smith,  born  in  Union  County  in  1872,  a 
daughter  of  William  Smith  of  the  same  county. 

! This  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child — a boy 
— named  Alfred  B.  In  1864  Mr.  .Hyatt  enlisted 
| in  the  Home  Guards,  in  which  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  owns  300  acres  of  land,  with 
nearly  200  acres  under  cultivation.  Both  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Protestant  Methodist 
Church,  and  he  is  also  a member  of  the  County 
Wheel.  In  his  political  views  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  aud  is  actively  interested  in  all 
laudable  public  enterprises. 

Capt.  D.  Newton  is  the  present  efficient  sheriff 
aud  collector  of  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  popular  officials  the  county  has  ever 
had.  His  birth  occurred  in  Autauga  County.  Ala., 
October  1,  1835,  he  being  a son  of  David  and 
Martha  (Broadnox)  Newton,  natives  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Alabama,  respectively,  both  of  whom  died 
in  the  latter  State  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  a mere  youth.  He  was  thus  thrown  upon  the 
world  to  make  his  living  as  best  he  could,  and  in 
1848,  when  in  his  twelfth  year,  he  came  to  Arkan- 
sas, and  for  some  time  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Ouachita  County.  From  the  time  of  his 
arrival  here  up  to  the  present  date  he  has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  different  interests  of  the  State, 
and  up  to  1850  was  engaged  in  farm  work.  He 
then  opened  a mercantile  establishment  at  Camden, 
but  in  1802  abandoned  this  work  to  enlist  in  Com- 
pany B,  Thirty-third  Arkansas  Infantry,  going  out 
as  lieutenant,  but  afterward  became  commander  of 
his  company,  which  position  he  held  until  the  tinal 
surrender.  He  was  a brave  officer,  and  had  the 
confidence  and  love  of  his  men.  He  returned  to 
Camden  to  find  himself  perfectly  destitute  of  means, 
but  he  borrowed  a team  from  the  Federal  quarter- 
master, aud  went  to  draying,  and  so  anxious  was 
he  to  accumulate  some  property  that  he  worked 
almost  day  and  night,  and  had  soon  saved  enough 
money  to  again  open  a mercantile  establishment, 
which  occupation  received  his  attention  until  1874. 
He  then  was  a tiller  of  the  soil  for  some  time,  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  operating  a shingle-mill, 
which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Camden  Shin- 
gie-Mill  Company.  He  manufactures  cypress  shin- 
gles exclusively,  the  capacity  of  the  mill  being 
100,000  shingles  per  day.  Several  hands  are  em- 
ployed throughout  the  year,  aud  an  extensive  and 


paying  business  is  done,  their  product  being 
shipped,  to  Texas  and  Western  markets.  Mr. 
Newton  also  farms,  and  gives  considerable  attention 
to  fruit-growing,  making  grape-raising  a specialty, 
from  which  he  manufactures  considerable  wine. 

He  deserves  great  credit  for  the  enterprise  and  eri-  j 
orgy  which  has  ever  characterized  his  efforts,  and 
has  always  been  found  to  be  liberal  in  his  contribu- 
tions to  worthy  enterprises,  and  interested  in  the  j 
general  advancement  of  his  county.  In  the  fall  of 
1858  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ora  E.  Stone,  a na- 
tive of  Alabama,  and  by  her  he  is  the  father  of 
seven  living  children:  Robert  D.,  Martha  11.,  Ora,  j 
Virginia  B. , J.  Eustace,  John  B.  and  Eva.  The 
Captain  is  a Mason,  a member  of  the  Royal  Arca- 
num, the  K.  of  H. , and  the  A.  L.  of  H.  He  and 
wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  in  1886  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
county  sheriff  and  collector,  aud  was  re-elected  in 

1SSS.' 

Porter  Oglesby,  an  old  settler  of  Lafayette 
Township,  was  born  April  14,  1834,  in  Bedford  j 
County.  Tenn. , a son  of  William  and  Margaret 
(Gammill)  Oglesby,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee,  respectively.  William  Oglesby,  a farmer 
by  occupation,  was  born  about  1 786,  aud  died  in 
1851,  leaving  a widow,  who  followed  him  in  1876), 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight-  years.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  1836  they 
moved  to  Hardin  County,  Term.,  and  in  1849  came 
to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Ouachita  County.  They 
were. the  parents  of  eighteen  children,  live  of  whom 
are  living,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  The 
remaining  four  are  Loveniney  (now  Mrs.  Flint-,  of 
Texas),  Arch  (a  farmer  of  this  county),  Elizabeth 
(now  Mrs.  Alma  Rhodes,  of  Texas),  and  Sallie 
(now  Mrs.  Wood,  of  Texas).  At  the  death  of  his 
father,  Mr.  Oglesby  took  charge  of  the  old  home- 
stead. where  he  remained  until  i860,  when  he  was 
married  and  commenced  farming  for  himself.  The 
following  year  he  enlisted  iD  the  Confederate 
service,  in  the  Thirty- third  Arkansas  Infantry,  in 
which  he  served  as  orderly  sergeant  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  engaged  in  many  skirmishes  and 
battles,  the  principal  battles  being  Mansfield,  La., 
and  Jenkins'  Ferry,  Ark.,  in  the  latter  battle  re- 
ceiving a slight-  wound  in  the  arm.  He  returned 
home  in  May,  1865,  and  resumed  his  farming  opera- 
tions, at-  which  he  has  engaged  ever  since.  Mr. 
Oglesby  purchased  his  present  farm  in  1880,  and 
now  owns  200  acres  of  land  with  about  100  under 
cultivation,  which  he  devotes  chiefly  to  the  raising  of 
cotton  and  corn.  He  has  been  twice  married: 
First,  in  i860,  to  Miss  Laura  T.  Flint,  a native  of 
Mississippi,  who  died  the  following  year  leaving 
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uno  daughter,  Nancy  (now  the  wife  of:  Edward  P. 
Reynolds,  of  (bis  township,  and  whose  farm  ad- 
joins this).  He  was  married  to  his  second  and' 
present  wife  in  1805.  She  was  Miss  Rebecca 
Woodward,  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  1828.  a 
daughter  of  Wiley  Woodard,  of  that.  State.  By 
this  latter  marriage  he  has  had  two  children:  Ida 
Lnolla  (deceased),  and  Jewell,  who  lives  at  home. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oglesby  are  members  of  tlm  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  which  they  are  i 
zealous  workers.  Mr.  Oglesby  is  also  a member 
ul  the  County  Wheel.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best  known  men  in  Ouachita  County,  and  is  a man 
of  large  influence  throughout  Lafayette  Township. 

William  Pace,  if  for  no  other  reason,  is  de- 
serving of  prominent  mention  as  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  of  Bridge  Creek  Township.  He  was  born 
in  Kentucky  in  1807.  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Jones)  Pace.  The  father  was  bom  in  Wales  about 
1 70— , a son  of  Frederick  Pace,  who  came  to  this' 
country  before  the  Revolutionary  War,  when  Ins 
son  (the  father  of  our  subject)  was  but  seven  years 
of  age.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
moved  to  Tennessee  in  1805,  and  in  the  following 
year  to  Kentucky,  residing  in  this  State  until  1809. 
when  he  removed  to  Alabama,  and  died  in  Clark 
County,  that  State,  in  1821.  He  and  wife  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  mother  of 
the  subject  of -this  sketch  was  a daughter  of  a Mr. 

■I  ones,  who  was  of  English  descent.  She  died 
about  185-1,  at  a ripe  old  age.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  fourteen  children,  three  of  whom  only  are 
living,  viz. : The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  eldest, 
Richmond,  a farmer  of  Mississippi,  and  Jesu.  a 
farmer  of  Mississippi.  Mr.  Pace,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  remained  at  home  until  he  had  reached 
his  twenty-fifth  year,  when  he  commenced  farming 
"in  Alabama,  continuing  there  until  1842,  when  he 
came  to  Arkansas,  and  located  in  this  county  on 
the  farm  on  which  he  still  lives,  most  of  which  he 
entered  himself.  Mr.  Pace  has  been  married  three 
times:  First,  April  i,  1S30,  to  Miss  Sarah  Yar- 

brough, a native  of  Tennessee,  who  died  November 
27,  1857,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years,  leaving  ten 
children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.  : Jesse 
M.  (a  graduate  of  the  Medical  College  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  now  practicing  his  profession  in  Dallas. 
Tex.),  William  W.  (a  book-keeper,  of  Camden)  and 
Lawrence  J.  (a  graduate  of  New  Orleans  School  of 
Pharmacy,  and  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Ala- 
bama). Mr.  Pace  was  next  married,  in  1858.  to 
Mrs.  Peruicia  Heed,  nee  Compton,  widow  of  Chris- 
topher Reed,  of  this  county,  and  daughter  of  Aaron 
Compton,  a Baptist  minister.  She  died  in  1870. 
leaving  no  children  by  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Pace. 


Air.  Pace  was  ma  rried  to  his  third  and  present  wife 
in  1871,  wedding  Mrs.  Nancy  Smith,  widow  of 
William  O.  Smith,  of  this  county,  and  daughter  of 
Nelson  and  Elizabeth  (Thomas)  Harris,  natives  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  respectively.  In 
1801  Mr.  Pace  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service, 
but  did  not  serve,  being  discharged  on  account  of 
his  age.  He  was  the  third  volunteer  from  this 
county,  and  he  thinks  the  third  from  the  State, 
and  was  very  anxious  to  take  part  in  the  war,  and 
to  get  a shot  at  a live  Yankee,  but  ins  wife  per- 
suaded him  to  remain  at  home.  He  had  four  sons 
in  the  war.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he 
owned  3,500  acres  of  land  and  forty-seven  slaves, 
and  was  the  largest  planter  in  Ouachita  County, 
his  property  (real  and  personal)  being  valued  at 
•872,000  (tax  valuation),  but  after  the  war  property 
was  greatly  depreciated  in  value,  and,  having  lost 
all  his  slaves,  he  was  obliged  to  sell  a large  part 
of  his  land  to  pay  taxes.  His  property  was  then 
valued  at  81.000.  He  now  owns  920  acres  of  land, 
and  cultivates  about  150  acres  of  it.  Both  Air. 
and  Airs.  Pace  are  members  of  the  Primitive  Bap- 
tist Church,  as  were  also  his  two  former  wives. 
In  his  political  views  Air.  Pace  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  is  a man  of  considerable  influence. 

John  N.  Parker,  farmer,  Camden,  Ark.  This 
worthy  representative  agriculturist  of  Ecorc  a Fab  re 
Township  owes  his  nativity  to  Tennessee,  his  birth 
occurring  near  Nashville  in  1841,  and  is  the  elder 
of  two  children  born  to  the  union  of  H.  S.  and 
Eliza  (Nunn)  Parker.  The  other  child  was  a 
daughter,  and  she  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Reaves. 
H.  S.  Parker  came  to  this  State  about  1838  or 
1839,  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  here  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  this  county  on  the  old 
Pierce  place  in  1843.  The  first  gin-house  ever 
in  this  county  he  erected  on  Red  River  above 
Shreveport,  La.,  and  was  among  the  first  contract- 
ors in  Camden.  Airs.  Parker  was  married  again 
. in  1845  to  Port  in  Goodlett  of  this  county,  and  by 
him  became  the  mother  of  three  children:  Harvey 
S..  Alary  (widow  of  Thomas  Lockett),  and  Albert. 
The  mother  died  in  November,  1884.  J.  N,  Par- 
ker was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  this 
county,  and  at  the  age  of  twent  y -one.  he  joined 
the  Confederate  forces,  Company  I,  Eighteenth 
Arkansas  infantry,  and  served  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Alississippi  River  until  the  surrender  of  Port 
Hudson.  He  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Cor- 
inth and  luka  and  at  Port  Hudson  was  captured. 
Later  he  was  paroled  and  came  home,  when'  ho  re- 
mained for  a short  time,  after  which  he  again 
joined  (lie  army.  He  was  captured  in  A larch.  1864. 
was  sent  to  Little  Rod:,  thence  to  Rock  Island  and 
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remained  iu  the  ] at  ten-  place  for  some  time.  In  | 
March,  1805,  he  was  exchanged  at  the  mouth  of  j 
Red  River  in  this  State,  and  was  in  the  Con  Feder- 
al e service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  sur-  ; 
rendered  at  Camden  though  his  command  was  at  j 
Marshall,  Tex.  Upon  the  termination  of  hostili- 
ties Mr.  Parker  found  himself  a financial  wreck, 
and  first  engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land  in  this  I 
county.  In  1807  ho  moved  on  the  farm  owned  by  j 
bis  mother,  and  which  had  been  entered  by  bis  fa-  j 
flier,  in  1810,  and  which  consisted  of  120  acres.  - 
This  Mr.  Parker  has  since  purchased  and  has  ad-  : 
ded  to  the  same  about  1,500,  and  has  under  culti- 
vation 500  acres.  He  has  good  farm  buildings, 
outhouses,  etc.,  besides  a line  new  steam  gin  and  j 
grist-mill.  He  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  mill  i 
and  gin  in  October.  1889.  but.  he  lias  since  built  j 
the  one  mentioned,  which  turns  out  2i  j bales  an- 
nually, and  he  raises  on  his  own  farm  from  sixty-  j 
five  to  seventy-five  bales  every  year.  He  also  j 
raises  cattle,  horses  and  corn  enough  for  his  own  j 
use  and  some  to  spare.  He  is  the  architect  of  his  j 
own  fortune,  never  having  received  any  aid,  and 
is  one  of  the  wide-awake  farmers  of  the  county. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.  for  five  or 
six  years,  Dougal  Lodge  No.  18,  Camden.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  It.  A.  and  the  K.  of  H.  He 
was  married  in  180  < to  Miss  Ann  Hawkins  of  this 
county,  and  to  them  have  been  born  eleven  children, 
ten  of  whom  are  still  living:  Henry.  John.  James,  j 
Mary,  Frank,  Della,  Thomas,  William,  Charley,  j 
Samuel  and  Eliza  (deceased).  Mrs.  Parker  and  j 
her  two  daughters  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

John  Parr,  an  old  resident  and  farmer  of  Jeffer- 
son Township,  owes  his  nativity  to  Maury  County, 
Tenn.,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  July  21,  1827, 
and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Dolly  (Johnson)  ! 
Parr,  the  father  born  in  North  Carolina,  Feb- 
ruary 11.  1791,  and  the  mother  in  Tennessee,  in 
1795.  The  parents  were  married  in  the  last-named 
State,  but  emigrated  to  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  in  j 
1811,  and  wane  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  j 
same.  There  they  passed  their  last  days,  the 
father  dying  in  1877,  and  the  mother  in  1881 . The  j 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Parr.  Sr.,  was  a native  ! 
of  England,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  Avar  of  the  j 
Revolution.  The  maternal  grandfather,  George  j 
W.  Johnson,  was  a native  of  Wales.  Brought  up  j 
as  an  agriculturist,  it,  was  but  natural  that  our  sub- 
ject should  permanently  adopt  that  calling  as  his  ! 
life  occupation,  and  he  lias  always  followed  it.  He  j 
was  married  in  this  county  in  1852  to  Miss  Mary  j 
A.  Mendenhall,  a native  of  Alabama,  who  died  in  J 
1873.  To  them  were  born  live  children,  four  now  j 


living:  Thomas  51.,  Medora  A.  (wife  of  W.  B. 
Randal),  Joanna, h C.  (wife  of  S.  W.  Anderson), 
and  John  T.  On  August  29,  1-880,  Mr.  Parr  took 
for  his  second  wife  Miss  Nannie  R.  Anderson,  who 
was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  one  child,  Jewel,  was 
the  result  of  this  union.  Mr.  Parr  has  resided  in 
this  township  since  181-1.  except  about  two  years, 
and  is  the  possessor  of  100  acres  of  good  land  with 
about  fifty  acres  under  cultivation.  lie  served  in 
the  Confederate  army  from  1801  until  the  close  of 
the  Avar,  and  Avas  in  a number  of  the,  principal  en- 
gagements: Prairie  Grove,  Mansfield,  Pleasant 

Hill,  Jenkins'  Ferry,  and  many  skirmishes.  A fcAs 
years  after  his  first  wife’s  death  he  went  to  the 
Lone  Star  State,  and  Avas  there  engaged  in  teach- 
ing'school  and  peddling  timvare,  in  order  to  see- 
the country,  for  over  a year.  In  August,  1879.  he 
joined  a party  of  sixteen  men  and  started  to  Lead 
villo,  Colo. , but  only  got  as  far  as  Dodge  City,  when 
he  gave  up  the  idea  of  going  to  that  point.  He 
then  went  from  Dodge  City  to  Mexico,  a distance 
of  over  400  miles,  Avhere  he  Avas  occupied  in  view- 
ing t lie  surrounding  country.  Seeing,  however, 
nothing  to  compare  Avith  the  State  of  Arkansas,  he 
returned  to  Dodge  City,  K as.,  where  he  had  left 
his  hack,  bought  two  ponies  and  returned  to  this 
State  through  the  Indian  Territory.  Here  he  has 
since  resided,  and  is  one  of  Ouachita  County’s  best 
citizens  and  farmers.  He  is  a Jeffersonian  Demo- 
crat in  politics.  He  and  Avife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

’Thomas  1.  Patton.  In  1820  a son  of  the  Em- 
erald Isle  came  across  the  Atlantic  to  Avrest  fortune 
from  the  Americans,  not  by  the  mailed  hand,  but 
by  the  force  of  his  own  intellect,  and  in  this  he 
succeeded  far  beyond  his  most  sanguine  hopes. 
This  native  of  Ireland  Avas  James  Patton,  the  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  ay  as  born  in  1802, 
in  County  Down,  Ireland,  a son  of  John  Patton,  a 
large  land  owner,  and  a highly  respected  man  in 
that  county.  knoAvn  far  and  near  as  a man  of  in- 
tegrity  and  worth.  James  Patton  received  a thor- 
ough education,  and  Avas  a graduate  of  one  of  the 
leading  colleges  of  his  native  land.  On  arriving 
in  the  United  States  he  remained  in  NeAv  York  for 
about  one  year,  then  removed  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  engaged  in  teaching  school,  and  from 
thence  to  South  Carolina,  Avhere  he  Avas  employed 
as  a private  tutor  in  the  family  of  a wealthy  planter 
for  ten  years,  and  in  which  Stale  he  Avas  married 
in  1833  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Elliott,  Avho  Avas 
born  March  15,  1815,  in  Fairfield  District,  S.  C.. 
a daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Sites)  Elli 
otl,  also  natives  of  South  Carolina.  John  Elliott 
came  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Ouachita  County,  in 
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IS  |0,  whore  lie  purchased  a farm  for  his  son-in- 
law.  Mr.  Patton,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  one  lor  himself,  on  which  be  lived 
until  In's  death,  which  occurred  in  180-2,  and  which 
became  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  county,  being 
the  only  stopping  place  for  the  stages  and  travelers 
from  Id  .Dorado  to  Camden.  In  181-1  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Patton  and  family  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  and 
located  on  the  farm  pure-based  for  them  by  Mr. 
Idliott,  which  then  contained  only  forty  acres  of 
land,  with  a small  log  house  and  a garden  patch 
as  the  only  improvements.  Here  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  anni- 
versary of  Washington’s  birthday,  in  1 SC< >.  At 
the  time  of  Ids  death  he  owned  900  acres  of  land, 
and  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  owned  twenty 
slaves.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  Airs.  Patton  is  still  living  on 
the  old  homestead.  She  was  the  mother  of  thir- 
teen! children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.  : 
Elizabeth  (now  Airs.  Parr,  of  Curtis,  Ark.),  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  David  (in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness in  Texas),  May  (at  home),  and  Albert  Harri- 
son (known  as  Harry  Patton  throughout  the  town- 
ship). Airs.  Patton  now  owns  some  (300  or  SCO 
acres  of  laud,  and  is  a highly  respected  lady. 
Thomas  I.  Patton,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
horn  February  4.  1819,  in  this  (Lafayette ) town- 
ship. Being  reared  in  the  early  pioneer  days  of 
this  country,  his.  school  advantages  were  limited  to 
a few  months’  attendance  at  the  country  schools 
during  his  early  boyhood,  but  as  his  father  was  a 
highly  educated  man,  he  received  a better  educa- 
tion than  his  companions.  He  commenced  farming 
for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  on  part  of 
the  old  homestead,  on  which  he  lived  until  1881, 
when  he  purchased  his  present  farm.  He  now 
owns  160  acres  of  land,  which  is  largely  under  cul- 
tivation. AH.  Patton  was  married  in  1876  to  Aliss 
Rebecca  L.  Matthews,  daughter  of  L.  AY.  and 
Sarah  AT  (Goodwin)  Matthews,  and  was  born  in 
Pnion  County,  Ark.  Subject  and  wife  have  had 
no  children  of  their  own,  but  have  raised  two  boys, 
one.  a son  of  Air.  Patton’s  sister,  who  died  at  his 
birth,  and  the  other,  a brother  of  Airs.  Patton. 
Both  Mr.  and  Airs.  Patton  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  former  is  a member 
of  the  County  Wheel. 

Airs.  At  ary  At.  Patton,  widow  of  James  Pat- 
ten, deceased,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Lafay- 
ette Township,  and  daughter  of  John  Elliott,  also 
one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Ouachita  Count v.  was 
burn  March  lb.  181b,  in  Fairfield  District,  S C. , 
a daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Sites)  Elliott, 
natives  of  South  Carolina.  John  Elliott  was  a son 


of  -James  and  Peggie  Elliott,  natives  of  Ireland. 
They  emigrated  to  this  country  at  an  early  date, 
shortly  after  their  marriage,  and  settled  in  Mary- 
land. They  afterward  moved  to  South  Carolina, 
where  Air.  Elliott  (father  of  Airs.  Patton  j was  born. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  sons:  John  (the 
father  of  the  subject,  of  this  sketch,  being  the 
eldest),  James,  Thomas  and  .Robert.  James  El- 
liott died  when  a young  man,  and  Thomas 
died  in  this  county  without,  leaving  a family; 
Robert  Elliott  came  to  this  county,  where  he 
died,  leaving  a family  of  seven  children,  and 
John  Elliott  came  to  this  county  in  1840,  when 
there  wore  but  few  settlers.  He  purchased  a farm 
for  his  son-in-law  (Mr.  Patton)  on  which  Airs.  Pat- 
ton now  lives,  and  also  purchased  a farm  of  his 
own  on  which  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1862.  This  farm  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  old  landmarks,  being  the  stopping  place 
for  travelers  from  El  Dorado  to  Camden.  Pie  was 
married,  m South  Carolina,  to  Catharine  (called 
Katie)  Sites,  mother  of  our  subject,  daughter  of 
Leonard  Sites.  The  maternal  grandparents  of 
our  subject,  were  natives  of  Germany,  and  emi- 
grated to  this  country  after  their  marriage.  The 
■ mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1845.  She  and  her 
husband  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
! Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren. live  of  whom  are  still  living:  Subject  of 
this  sketch,  Elizabeth  (widow  of  Ezekiel  Frazier, 
of  this  township),  Harriet  (unmarried  and  lives 
with  Airs.  Patton),  Robert,  a farmer  of  this  county ). 
and  Fairfield  (also  a farmer  of  this  township). 
Airs.  Patton  was  reared  in  South  Carolina,  and 
was  there  married,  in  1833,  to  James  Patton,  who 
was  born  in  1802,  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  and 
came  to  this  country  in  1820,  landing  in  New  York, 
i remained  there  for  one  year,  and  then  came  to 
Pennsylvania.  [For  his  history  see  sketch  of 
Thomas  Patton,  of  this  township.  ] In  1841  Air. 
j and  Airs.  Patton  came  to  this  county  with  their 
family,  and  settled  on  the  farm  purchased  for  them 
by  Air.  Elliott,  which  then  contained  only  forty 
acres  of  land,  with  only  two  or  three  acres  cleared, 
and  on  which  was  situated  a log-house,  which 
they  occupied  until  they  built  a larger  house,  in 
which  they  lived  until  they  moved  on  the  present 
; farm  in  1850.  Air.  Patton  died  February  22.. 
1866.  Air.  and  Airs.  Patton  wore  the  parents  of 
thirteen  children,  live  of  whom  are  still  living: 
i Elizabeth  (now  Airs.  Parr,  of  Curtis,  Ark.), 
Thomas  (a  farmer  of  this  township,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work),  David  (in  lumber 
business  in  Texas),  Alay  (at  home)  and  Albert  Har 
risori  (known  as  Harrs  Patton  throuirliont  the 
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township).  -Mrs.  Patton  lias  lived  on  the  old  I 
homestead  since  the  death  of  her  husband,  the  i 
farm  being  run,  first  by  Thomas  Patton,  her  son, 
until  he  married  and  commenced  for  himself,  and 
since  that -by  her  \ congest  son.  Harry  Patton.  | 
Mrs.  Patton  now  owns  some  GOO  or  800  acres  of  [ 
land.  She  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  is  a highly  respected  lady,  well  known 
throughout  the  township. 

•John  B.  Pearce,  a progressive  and  enterprising 
planter  of  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in 
Hardeman  County,  Term.,  August  28,  1886,  being 
i a son  of  Lorenzo  13.  and  Nancy  L.  (Beevers) 
Pearce,  who  were  born  in  Tennessee,  March  28,  | 
1809,  and  November  15,  1811,  respectively,  and  i 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  four  now  j 
living:  John  B.,  Betsey  J.  (wife  of  J.  L.  Meeks,  j 
a farmer  of  the  county  ).  Beckey  A.  (wife  of  W.  A. 
Gates,  a farmer  of  the  county),  and  Fredonia  A . (wife  | 
of  G.  R.  Craig,  a farmer  of  Clark  County,  Ark.)  ' 
Lorenzo  D.  Pearce  removed  from  Shelby  County, 
Tonn. , to  Arkansas,  in  1849,  and  from  this  county, 
he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Infantry,  in  18G2, 
but  died  while  in  the  service  in  1863.  He  was  a 
Mason,  and  he  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  the  latter’s  death  occurring 
August  25,  18  1-2.  John  B.  Pearce,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  married  in  1857,  to 
Miss  Martha  13.  Meeks,  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  seven  children,  four  now  living:  James 
M. , William  C. , Florence  M.  (wife  of  N.  B.  Key),  j 
and  Amanda  L.  Mrs.  Pearce  was  bom  in  Ala- 
bama, April  0,  1837.  and  she.  as  well  as  Mr. 
Pearce,  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  Pearce  is  the  owner  of  120  acres  of  fertile 
farming  land,  with  seventy  acres  under  cultivation,  ; 
and  in  his  political  views  he  has  always  been  a ! 
Democrat.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  • 
Arkansas  Infantry,  under  Capt.  Joe  White,  and  ! 

I served  until  iS63,  when  he  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Camden,  and  was  kept  in  captivity  at  Rock  Island. 
111.,  for  about  eight  months,  obtaining  bis  release 
in  1864.  He  then  returned  to  his  home,  and  has 
since  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  j 
Rev.  Eli  W.  Pharr,  one  of  the  honored  anti  re- 
spected old  residents  of  Ouachita  County,  Ark., 
should  be  accorded  a worthy  place  in  this  volume,  j 
for  In1  has  been  associated  with  the  agricultural  , 
interests  of  the  county  since  1849.  He  was  born  | 
in  Abbeville  District,  8.  C.,  February  25.  1819, 
being  a son  of  Samuel  T.  and  Mary  \V.  (Guilin) 
j Pharr,  the  father  of  whom  was  born  in  South  , 
Carolina,  in  1792.  haviug  been  a tiller  of  (lie  soil,  ; 
and  a minister  of  the  gospel  by  occupation.  He 
and  wife  became,  the  parents  of  four  children,  | 


two  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  time.  ■ Eli  W. 
and  Alary  A.  (wife  of  William  G.  Casey,  a resident 
of  Alabama).  At  an  early  day  Samuel  T.  Pharr 
removed  from  his  native  State  to  Georgia,  and  from 
there  to  Arkansas,  in  .1849,  settling  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  State,  his  wife  dying  here  in  1SS0.  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Eli 
W.  Pharr  first  started  in  life  for  himself  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  a farmer,  and  was 
married  in  1840,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Lowe,  a native 
of  South  Carolina,  by  whom  bo  became  the  father 
of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living: 
John  AY.  (a  farmer  and  merchant  of  this  count v), 
Mary  L.  (wife  of  L.  R.  Hollingsworth,  a resident 
of  -Hughes  Springs,  Tex.),  Edward  I.  (a  farmer 
and  merchant  of  Columbia  County,  Ark.),  and 
Joseph  S.  (a  farmer  of  this  county).  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  in  1856,  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  iu  1S57  Mr. 
Pharr  espoused  Airs.  Parthenia  Seehorn,  widow  of 
Alex  Seehorn.  She  was  born  iu  Mississippi,  in 
1820,  and  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
'Mr.  Pharr  received  an  excellent  education  in  his 
youth,  and  for  some  time  was  an  attendant  of  a 
college  at  Graffenburg,  Ala.,  which  was  under  the 
management  of  P.  51.  Shepperd.  He  also  gradu- 
ated from  a medical  college  in  1854,  after  which  he 
entered  actively  upon  the  practice  of  that  profes- 
sion, continuing  from  1855  to  1856,  in  Alabama, 
when  he  removed  to  Arkansas,  and  from  that  time 
until  1873,  was  a practitioner  of  Union  County. 
He  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  iu  1864. 
being  a minister  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the 
saving  of  souls  ever  since.  He  is  well  to  do  as 
far  as  worldly  goods  is  concerned,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  about  400  acres  of  good  farming  land, 
with  about  200  acres  improved.  His  principal 
crop  is  cotton  and  corn,  and  he  is  a partner  in  a 
line  steam  cotton-gin  and  grist-mill.  He  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  his  professional 
as  well  as  social  relations,  he  is  esteemed  and  re- 
spected by  many. 

John  AY.  Pharr  is  a successful  planter  and  mer- 
chant of  Red  Hill  Township,  and  was  bom  in 
Pike  County,  Ga.,iu  1845,  being  a son  of  Rev.  Eli 
AY.  Pharr,  whose  sketch  immediately  precedes  this. 
He  received  fair  advantages  in  his  youth,  many  of 
his  days  being  spent  in  assisting  his  father  on  the 
farm,  and  in  1808  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Aliss  Curie  Poole,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  in  1850,  and  by  her  became  the  father 
of  six  children:  Sarah  E.,  Alary  A.,  Pirns  F.. 

Blake  C..  Daisy  P.  and  Blanche  P.  Air.  Pharr's 
farm  embraces  500  acres  of  excellent  land,  the  im 
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provements  on  the  homestead  feeing  excellent-,  and  1 
the  neatness  and  system  displayed  in  and  about  ! 
the  place  indicate  to  a certainty  the  progressive 
and  intelligent  citizen  Dial  '.Mr.  Pharr  is.  Two  j 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  are  under  cultivation,  the 
most  of  which  he  devotes  to  the  raising  of  cotton 
and  corn,  and  no  man  in  the  county- is  more  deserv- 
ing of  success  than  he,  for  he  has  always  been  in- 
dustrious and  honest,  following  by  precept  and 
example  the  teachings  of  the  Golden  Pule.  Dur-  j 
ing  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  a cavalry  company-  ■ 
in  ISC) 4,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  ; 
lie  and  Mrs.  Pharr  are  earnest  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

James  H.  Pickett.  In  no  part  of  Arkansas  is 
agriculture  in  a more  flourishing  condition  than  in 
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Ouachita  County,  and  here  Mr.  Pickett  is  consid-  i 
ered  one  of  the  leading  tillers  of  the  soil  and  stock  i 
dealers.  His  birth  occurred  here  November  1,  1853,  j 
and  as  a natural  consequence  he  has  always  had  j 
the  county-’ s interests  warmly-  at  heart,  and  has  ! 
given  liberally  of  his  means  to  all  enterprises  of  a j 
worthy  nature.  His  parents,  James  M.  and  Julia  j 
(Davenport)  Pickett,  were  born  in  Tennessee,  the  j 
former’s  birth  occurring  in  McNairy  County,  in  j 
1818,  and  the  latter’s  in  1S23.  James  M.  Pickett  j 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  1849  removed  j 
from  his  native  State  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  J 
iu  Ouachita  County,  where  he  purchased  and  en- 
tered a woodland  farm.  After  living  for  a short  j 
time  in  a rail  pen  which  he  built,  he  erected  a sub-  ! 
stantial  log-cabin,  and  in  this  made  his  home  until  ! 
he  had  made  many  valuable  improvements.  Dur-  j 
ing  the  late  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  i 
cavalry  in  1803.  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  i 
war,  after  which  he  returned  home  and  resumed 
farming,  having  lost  nearly  all  he  had  during  the  ! 
war.  He  commenced  again  at  the  foot  of  the  lad-  j 
dev,  and  has  become  a well-to-do  citizen.  He  and  j 
his  wife  became  the  parents  of  six  sons  and  two  j 
daughters,  five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Jeff  W. . 
John  D.,  Victoria  E.  (wife  of  "William  C.  Smith, 
of  this  county).  Edward  and  James  H.  Both  par- 
ents are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  is  a Mason  and  has  tilled  the  posi- 
tion of  justice  of  the  peace  for  a number  of  years. 
James  H.  Pickett  has  spent  his  life  in  this  county 
and  has  made  the  tilling  of  the  soil  his  chief  occu- 
pation through  life,  and  has  sixty  of  his  340-acre 
farm  under  cultivation.  He  was  married  Decern 
her  J,  1875,  to  Miss  Susan  M.  Smith,  who  was 
horn  in  this  county  3 Lay  29.  1858,  a daughter  of 
1 1mm as  J.  and  Mary  J.  (James)  Smith,  natives  of 
Tennessee,  who  moved  from  there  to  Texas,  thence 
to  Arkansas,  about  1850.  They  are  both  members 


of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Pickett  and  his  wife 
have  had  a family  of  five  children  born  to  them, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Aurora  A.,  Andrew 
B.  and  Zonobia  E.  Clarence  D.,  and  an  infant 
unnamed,  are  deceased.  Mr.  Pickett  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian!  Church,  and  he  i 
is  a Democrat  politically. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Perdue,  practicing  physician  and 
surgeon,  Stephens,  Ark.  A prominent  physician 
and  surgeon,  who  by-  his  own  great  abilities  lias 
attained  distinction  in  his  profession,  is  Dr.  J.  W. 
Perdue.  This  gentleman  was  born  iu  Alabama,  in 
October,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  John  Perdue,  who 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Ala.,  in  1820,  and 
who  is  now  residing  in  this  county-,  having  emi- 
grated from  Alabama  to  Union  County,  Ark.,  in 
1805,  and  from  there  to  Ouachita  County.  The 
latter  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  Baddy,  a native 
of  South  Carolina,  born  iu  1832,  and  the  fruits  of 
this  union  were  eight  children — four  sons  and  four 
daughters — six  now  living.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Perdue,  was  a native  of  Maryland. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Perdue,  the  eldest  of  the  above-men- 
tioned children,  received  his  literary  education  in 
Alabama,  and  his  medical  education  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  graduating  from  the  Arkansas  Industrial 
Medical  University  in  1SS5.  Since  that  time  he 
has  been  engaged  in  active  practice  in  this  county, 
and  came  to  the  town  of  Stephens  in  1887.  He 
has  a large  and  increasing  practice,  and  has  gained 
the  confidence  of  all  as  a clever  and  scientific 
practitioner.  He  was  married  in  18/0  to  Miss 
Sarah  Sampler,  a native  of  Lawrence  County,  Ark. , 
horn  in  1851.  and  have  the  following  interesting 
children:  William  C..  Florence  F.,  Emma.  Johnny. 
Ola,  Linna.  Edward  B.  and  Roscoe  J-  Dr.  Per- 
due has  resided  in  tins  county  since  1879.  In  the 
fall  of  1870  he  put  in  a stock  of  drugs  under  the 
name  of  Perdue  A Campbell,  and  is  now  owner  of 
the  entire  stock.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  Garland  Lodge  No.  354,  and  is  a Mas- 
ter Mason.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  in  his  political  views  j 
Mr.  Perdue  is  independent,  voting  for  the  man  and 
not  the  party. 

Ephraim  B.  Pierce  is  now  a prosperous  farmer 
of  Union  Township.  Ouachita  County.  Ark.,  and 
was  born  in  Gwinnett  County.  Ga..  in  1822.  being 
a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Holbrook);  Pierce, 
who  were  born  in  Georgia  and  East  Tennessee,  re- 
spectively. their  marriage  taking  place  in  Gwinnett 
County-.  Ga. , and  here  Mr.  Pierce  spent  the  rest 
of  his  days,  dying  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  quite  small.  After  his  death  his  widow  mar- 
ried again  and  removed  to  Mississippi,  where  she 
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died  just  before  the  war.  Her  father.  Caleb  Hoi 
brook,  was  a Tennesseean,  and  there  passed  from 
life,  his  wife  dying  in  Georgia.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Ephraim  B.  Fierce  is 
the  third  of  five  children,  and  he  and  a sister  who 
lives  in  Georgia,  and  brother  living  in  Mississippi, 
are  the  surviving  members  of  the  family.  He  re 
ceived  a common-school  education,  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  and  began  working  at  that  calling  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  He  was 
married  in  his  native  county  in  the  month  of  June, 
1840,  to  Miss  Jane  BrowDlow,  who  died  in  Cal 
houn  County.  Ark.,  about  1866,  and  the  following 
year  Mr.  Pierce  wedded  Mrs.  Farthenia  A.  Rich 
ardson,  a daughter  of  Ishmael  Steward.  She  was 
born  in  Stewart  County,  Ga. . and  has  borne  Mr. 
Pierce  three  children,  his  first  wife  having  borne 
him  eight  children.  Mr.  Pierce  lived  for  some 
years  in  Mississippi,  but  in  1855  settled  in  Calhoun 
County.  Ark.,  where  he  improved  a good  farm  and 
made  his  home  until  1870,  when  he  came  to  his 
present  farm,  which  consists  of  about  480  acres 
four  miles  north  of  Bearden.  He  also  has  a good 
farm  of  440  acres  in  Calhoun  County,  all  of  which 
he  has  obtained  by  his  own  efforts.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  for  some 
years  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Calhoun  and  Ouachita  Counties.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

J.  A.  Proctor  is  one  of  the  leading  furniture 
dealers  of  Camden.  Ark.,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a remarkably  prosperous  trade.  He  was  born 
in  Meriwether  County,  Ga.,  September  2,  1831, 
and  is  a son  of  Elias  R.  and  Mary  (Paterson)  Proc- 
tor, the  father  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  their 
union  took  place  in  Georgia.  In  1840  they  emi- 
grated to  Arkansas,  coming  overland,  settling  at 
Holly  Springs,  in  Dallas  County,  where  they  en- 
tered a tract  of  land,  but  sold,  after  makinu-  many  i 
valuable  improvements,  and  came  to  Ouachita 
County,  taking  up  their  abode  near  Camden.  The 
father’s  death  occurred  in  1801.  but  the  mother  is 
still  living.  Mr.  Proctor  was  a successful  tiller  of 
the  soil  of  Ouachita  County.  Three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  the  eleven  children  born  to  himself 
and  wife,  are  now  living,  of  whom  J.  A.  Proctor,  our 
immediate  subject,  is  the  eldest.  He  was  a resident 
of  Georgia  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  there 
received  the  most  of  his  education,  being  an  at- 
tendant of  the  common  schools,  and  until  twenty 
three  years  of  age,  the  occupation  of  farming  re 
ceived  his  attention.  In  January.  1853,  he  came 
to  Camden  and  began  clerking,  but  at  the  end  of 
four  years  he  embarked  in  business  for  himself,  and 
successfully  conducted  a grocery  business,  until 


1861,  but  during  the  war  he  was  not  in  the  service, 
owing  to  ill  health.  From  the  time  the  war  closed 
until  1869,  he  followed  the  occupation  of  clerking 
and  book-keeping,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  em 
barked  in  general  merchandising, which  continued  to 
receive  his  attention  until  1882,  when  he  changed 
his  stock  of  goods  and  became  a furniture  dealer, 
and  also  sells  sash, doors  and  blinds.  He  is  doing  a 
thriving  business,  which  is  constantly  increasing, 
and  his  successes  have  been  due  to  his  energy  and 
enterprise,  and  his  house  is  one  of  the  leading  rep- 
resentatives in  his  line  of  trade  in  his  section  of  the 
State.  During  the  war  he  served  the  people  two 
years  as  mayor  of  the  city  and  since  as  city  alder- 
man. He  has  been  a continuous  resident  of  Camden 
for  the  past  thirty  seven  years,  and  has  witnessed  and 
assisted  in  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  and  county. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which 
order  he  has  advanced  to  the  Commandery,  and  from 
his  youth  up  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  South.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Martha  J.  Mendenhall,  and  whom 
he  married  in  1857,  is  also  a worthy  member  of 
that  church. 

John  L.  Proffitt,  although  a native  of  McNairy 
County,  Tenn.,  born  July  22,  1846,  has  been  a resi 
dent  of  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  since  about  1869, 
and  has  fully  identified  himself  with  every  interest 
of  the  same.  His  parents,  William  F.  and  Seuia 
(Lott)  Proffitt,  were  born  in  Virginia  and  Kentucky, 
respectively,  but  the  former  died  in  the  Lone  Star 
State  during  the  Rebellion,  when  forty-live  years 
of  age.  He  was  about  twenty-two  years  old  when 
he  left  his  native  State,  and  was  a resident  of  a 
number  of  different  States  before  locating  in  Mc- 
Nairy County.  Tenn.  Here  he  was  married,  and  in 
1849  came  with  his  family  to  Calhouu  County.  Ark., 
and  here  continued  to  make  his  home  until  his  re- 
moval to  Texas,  in  1865.  After  the  war  his  widow 
returned  to  Calhoun  County.  Ark.,  and  here  she  is 
now  residing,  aged  about  seventv  three  or  seventv 
four  years.  In  his  early  days  Mr.  Proffitt  acted  as 
an  overseer,  but  in  later  years  turned  his  attention 
to  mercantile  pursuits  and  farming,  becoming 
quite  wealthy,  but  lost  all  during  the  war.  He 
was  a Democrat,  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  Cal 
houn  County,  and  he  and  wife  were  members  of 
the  Primitive  Baptist  Church.  Of  a family  of  six 
children  born  to  them,  four  are  now  living,  three 
being  residents  of  Ouachita  Count}',  and  one  of 
Calhoun  County:  H.  G.  (is  a butcher  at  Camden), 
William  H.  (is  a farmer  of  Calhoun  County),  Sarah 
(is  the  wife  of  James  McDonald),  and  John  L.  (is 
a farmer  of  this  county).  The  latter  spent  his 
school  days  in  Calhoun  County,  and  in  186-1  joined 
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the  Nineteenth  Texas  Infantry,  Confederate  States  ' 
Army,  and  remained  in  the  service  until  May,  1865, 
during  which  time  he  was  not  wounded  or  taken 
prisoner.  After  the  war  he  remained  in  Texas  un- 
til 1S67;  then  came  back  to  Arkansas,  and,  in 
1869,  located  on  his  present  farm.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1869  to  Catharine  Yeager,  a daughter  of 
Judge  Michael  Yeager,  of  Calhoun  County.  She 
was  born  in  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  in  1847,  and 
died  on  March  21,  1S71,  having  been  au  earnest 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Three 
and  one-half  years  later  Mr.  Proffitt  wedded  Miss 
Gatsey  Pate,  a daughter  of  William  Pate,  of  Cal- 
j houn  County,  formerly,  now  of  this  county.  She 
was  born  in  Alabama  in  1851,  and  by  Mr.  Proffitt 
she  is  the  mother  of  six  children:  Lou,  Laura, 
Mary,  Sallie,  William  C.  and  Ella.  Mrs.  Proffitt 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  he  is  a Democrat,  and  since  his  resi- 
dence in  this  county  he  has  been  coroner  two  years. 

Millard  H.  Purifoy,  a planter  residing  on  Sec- 
tion 24,  is  a native  of  Ouachita  County,  born  on 
July  30,  1855,  a son  of  Henry  M.  and  Elizabeth  J. 

( Hanley)  Purifoy,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Will  County,  Ala.,  January  12,  1818,  a farmer  by 
occupation,  which  received  his  attention  all  his 
life.  During  the  late  war  he  was  a member  of  a 
company  of  infantry  under  Capt.  Logan,  and  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Fort  Douelson.  After  being  held 
in  captivity  for  eighteen  months,  he  was  exchanged 
and  then  came  home  owing  to  ill  health.  He  had 
held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  several 
years  in  his  native  State,  after  which  he  emigrated 
from  Alabama  to  Georgia,  and  from  there  to 
Florida,  thence  to  Arkansas  in  1844,  settling  in 
Ouachita  County  on  a woodland  farm,  on  which 
he  erected  a log-cabin  and  began  improving.  He 
was  a very  successful  farmer  up  to  the  late  war,  being 
the  owner  of  some  1,200  acres  of  land,  but  at  the 
close  of  the  war  sold  it  all  to  pay  his  debts.  He 
died  on  September  13,  1882,  having  been  tirst  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Anna  Allbritten,  of  Alabama,  by 
whom  he  became  the  father  of  three  sons  and  one 
daughter:  Henry  H.,  John  G.,and  Nancy  C.  (wid- 
ow of  A.  N.  Powell)  being  the  only  ones  now 
living.  After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  these 
children,  in  1845,  he  married  Miss  Hanley,  and  to 
them  thirteen  children  were  born,  nine  of  whom 
survive:  Marshal  W.,  Millard  H.,  Buckner  W. . 
James  L.,  Ed  L. , Jesse  B..  Joseph  S.,  Pharr  R., 
Robert  E.  (living),  and  Louis  F.,  Walter  P. , Eliza- 
beth and  one  other  (deceased).  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  1889,  having  beeu  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Millard 
H,  Purifoy  has  resided  in  this  county  the  greater 


portion  of  his  life,  and  on  August  16,  1877,  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  Gulley,  of 
Nevada  County,  Ark.,  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  six  children:  Marshal  L.,  Richard  G., 
Samuel  L.,  Ramsey  J.,  Roland  L.  and  Keturah  E. 
(who  is  deceased).  Mrs.  Purifoy  was  born  in 
Louisiana,  June  2,  1860.  Mr.  Purifoy  is  the  owner 
of  320  acres  of  tine  farming  land,  and  has  seventy- 
five  acres  under  the  plow,  and  on  this  farm  is  a good 
steam  cotton-gin  and  grist-mill,  the  former  having 
a capacity  of  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  bales  per  day. 
His  principal  crop  is  cotton.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
i his  political  views,  and  he  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

W.  K.  Ramsey,  cashier  of  the  Ouachita  Valley 
Bank,  and . insurance  agent  of  Camden,  Ark.,  is  a 
j native  of  Wilcox  County,  Ala.,  born  June  18, 
1843,  being  a son  of  Rev.  A.  C.  and  Elizabeth  A. 

! (Wardlaw)  Ramsey,  the  father  a native  of  Georgia, 
i and  the  mother  of  South  Carolina.  The  former 
| is  now  residing  in  Wilcox  County,  Ala.,  aged 
eighty-three  years,  but  the  mother  died  in  1854. 
They  have  had  a family  of  seven  children,  born  to 
them,  of  whom  five  are  now  living.  Rev.  A.  C. 
Ramsey  was  a pioneer  Methodist  minister,  and  at 
one  time  had  a circuit  which  took  three  months  to 
make.  W.  K.  Ramsey  was  educated  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alabama,  but  his  books  were  laid  aside 
on  the  opening  of  the  war,  and  he  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  Mobile  Cadets,  Company  A,  Third  Ala- 
bama Regiment,  and  served  faithfully  the  cause 
; he  espoused  until  the  close.  He  was  slightly 
wounded  four  times  and  still  carries  a ball  in  his 
thigh,  and  during  his  term  of  service  he  was  a 
participant  in  many  of  the  principal  engagements 
under  Gens.  R.  E.  Lee  and  Stonewall  Jackson. 

. Upon  his  return  home,  in  November,  1865,  he  fol- 
lowed book-keeping  for  sometime,  and  in  1874  be- 
I eam°  deputy  clerk  of  the  county,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  four  years.  In  1878  he  was  elected  to 
the  position  of  county  clerk,  serving  six  vears. 
He  was  appointed  register  of  the  United  States 
land  office  by  President  Cleveland,  a positiou  he 
held  four  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term 
as  register  he  organized  the  Ouachita  Valley 
Bank,  and  was  elected  cashier.  This  is  doing  a 
prosperous  business  at  Camden,  Ark.  Mr.  Ramsey 
j is  the  present  commissioner  in  building  the  new 
' court-house  which  is  to  be  completed  by  July  1, 
1890.  It  is  a beautiful  structure  and  the  leaders 
deserve  much  credit  for  their  enterprise.  He  has 
always  been  deeply  interested  in  secret  organiza- 
tions, and  has  filled  all  the  chairs  in  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  has  been  grand  high  priest  of  the 
i State,  and  is  at  present  Deputy  Grand  Master  and 
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Grand  Commander  in  the  Commandery:  he  also  be- 
longs to  the  K.  of  H.,  R.  A.  and  A.  L.  of  H.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
is  now  serving  as  city  alderman.  He  was  married  in 
1869,  to  Miss  Mary  Vickers,  of  Kentucky,  by 
whom  he  became  the  father  of  four  children: 
Marion,  Anna.  A.  C. . Jr.,  and  Carlton.  He  mar- 
ried his  present  wife  in  1884,  she  being  a Mrs. 
Stanley.  They  have  two  children:  W.  K.,  Jr., 
and  Margaret.  Politically  he  is  intensely  Demo- 
cratic, and  never  misses  an  opportunity  to  advance 
the  interest  of  his  party. 

J.  A.  Reeves,  a member  of  the  firm  of  Reeves 
& Son.  is  one  the  pioneer  merchants  of  Camden, 
Ark.,  and  being  public-spirited,  liberal-minded 
and  generous  in  disposition,  he  receives  a most 
j liberal  share  of  public  favor.  His  establishment 
is  one  of  most  attractive  of  the  kind  in  Southern 
Arkansas,  and  as  he  sells  his  goods  at  very  low 
I prices,  and  is  honest  and  upright  in  his  dealings 
with  his  patrons,  he  fully  deserves  his  present  suc- 
cess. He  was  born  in  Troup  County,  Ga.,  August 
22,  1836,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Nancy  (Har- 
per) Reeves,  the  former  a native  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  latter  of  Georgia.  They  were  married  in 
the  latter  State,  and  lived  and  died  there,  the 
former  having  been  an  active  participant  in  the 
War  of  1812.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Jeremiah 
I Reeves,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

| J ames  Reeves,  was  a minister  of  the  Baptist  Ch  urch, 

| and  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  for  a living, 
i A family  of  twelve  children  was  born  to  himself 
i and  wife,  only  three  are  now  living:  James  (a 
1 Baptist  minister  in  Georgia).  Eliza  (Barzell,  in 
j Cleveland  County),  and  Joseph  A.  (the  immediate 
j subject  of  this  sketch).  The  latter  was  not  named 
j until  sixteen  years  of  age,  then  as  his  parents  could 
i not  decide  on  a name  he  took  the  matter  into  his 
own  hand  and  named  himself  while  going  from 
j Atlanta  to  Covington,  Ga.  He  remained  in  the 
State  of  Georgia  until  almost  grown,  receiving  the 
most  of  his  education  there,  and  in  1855  went  to 
Mississippi,  and  was  engaged  in  clerking  in  a store 
until  1859.  when  he  came  to  Camden.  Ark.,  where 
he  was  making  his  home  when  the  war  broke  out. 
On  Mav  15,  of  that  year,  he  joined  the  City  Guards 
of  Camden,  but  became  a lieutenant  in  Company 
H,  Sixth  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  was  afterward 
promoted  to  captain.  He  commanded  the  com 
pauy  for  two  years  and  was  a participant  in  all  the 
engagements  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  After 
the  final  surrender  he  returned  to  Camden  and 
resumed  merchandising,  which  occupation  had  re- 
ceived his  attention  before  the  war,  being  associated 
in  business  with  D.  W.  Fellows,  receiving  one- 


third  of  the  profits.  By  economy  he  managed  to 
save  considerable  of  this  money,  but  after  remain- 
ing a member  of  the  firm  until  1880,  he  withdrew 
and  became  associated  in  business  with  a Mr. 
Ross,  their  connection  lasting  three  years.  In 
1886  the  present  firm  was  organized,  and  they  are 
now  doing  an  exceptionally  paying  business.  Their 
stock  of  goods  is  valued  at  812.000,  and  they  do 
an  annual  business  of  8120,000.  Mr.  Reeves  was 
married  in  1866,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Parker,  a native  of 
Camden,  and  by  her  he  has  two  sons  and  a daugh- 
ter: Orlin  C.  (who  is  associated  with  his  father). 
Edwin  J.  (a  medical  student  in  New  Orleans),  and 
Lizzie  E.  Mr.  Reeves  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P., 
the  R.  A.,  the  K.  of  H. . and  he  is  a stockholder 
in  the  Camden  National  Bank  and  the  Camden  Com- 
press and  Electric  Light  Company. 

George  L.  Ritchie  is  a wholesale  and  retail  gro- 
i cer  and  dry-goods  merchant  of  Camden.  Ark.,  and 
was  born  in  Dallas  County,  Ala.,  in  1838,  being  a 
son  of  John  C.  and  Jane  E.  (Campbell)  Ritchie, 
i who  were  born  in  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  re- 
spectively. After  their  marriage  they  emigrated 
i first  to  Mississippi,  then  to  Arkansas,  in  1858.  and 
! after  being  residents  of  Bradley  County  until  1861 
i they  made  a settlement  in  Ouachita  County,  but 
i the  father  did  not  live  long  enough  to  make  a home 
1 for  his  family,  as  his  death  occurred  the  same  year, 
his  widow  still  surviving  him.  George  L.  Ritchie 
is  the  second  of  their  four  children,  and  the  greater 
part  of  his  early  education  was  received  in  Missis- 
sippi. He  was  reared  to  farm  life  up  to  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  then  followed  various  occupations 
until  1862,  at  which  time  he  enlisted  in  Company 
B.  Thirty-third  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  was  on 
active  duty  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  theu 
; came  back  home  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business, 
and  until  1873  was  the  popular  and  accommodat- 
ing proprietor  of  the  Southerland  Hotel,  but  at  the 
above-mentioned  date  gave  up  that  work  to  engage 
in  his  present  business.  He  has  been  a resident 
of  the  county  for  the  past  twenty-nine  years,  and 
the  policy  on  which  he  has  ever  conducted  his  busi- 
ness has  been  such  as  to  meet  public  commenda- 
tion. and  those  forming  relations  with  the  house 
maybe  assured  of  receiving  that  liberal  treatment 
which  has  always  characterized  its  dealings.  His 
stock  of  goods  is  valued  at  810,000. 

Ephriaiu  D.  Rogers  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Lafayette  Township,  being  the  second  oldest  in 
this  township.  He  was  born  November  4.  181  i. 
in  Georgia,  a son  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah  (Round 
tree)  Rogers,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  the  former 
born  in  1790.  Jonathan  Rogers'  father  having 
died  "when  he  was  voung.  lie  was  bound  out  to  a 
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farmer,  and  worked  at  farm  labor  until  about 
eighteen  years  of  age.  when  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  Roundtree.  Shortly  after  his  marriage 
be  moved  to  Georgia,  and  thence  to  Alabama,  when 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  two  years  of  age. 
In  1856  he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased  an 
improved  farm  of  400  acres,  on  which  he  lived  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1871,  his  wife  having 
died  in  1863.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church.  They  had  a family  of 
fifteen  children,  twelve  of  whom  lived  to  maturity, 
and  have  families,  viz.:  Benjamin  (now  deceased). 
Penny  (married  Dr.  J.  G.  Wilson,  of  this  town- 
ship, died  leaving  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are 
still  living),  Ephriam  D.  (the  subject  of  this 
sketch).  Betsey  (Mrs.  W.  W.  Wilson,  of  Columbia 
County,  has  eight  children,  all  living),  Cader  (died 
leaving  live  children,  all  living),  Alphea  (a  farmer 
of  Columbia  Countv.  has  a family  of  six  children). 
Wiley  51.  (died,  leaving  five  children,  all  living), 
Sallie  (married  Mr.  Cook,  anti  died  leaving  seven 
children,  all  living).  Bramblie  (married  Mr.  Booth, 
and  died  leaving  seven  children),  Treasy  (now  Mrs. 
Booth,  has  seven  children),  .Jonathan  R.  (a  farmer 
of  Alabama,  has  a family  of  eight  children),  and 
Martha  (Mrs.  Yenable.  of  this  township,  has  four 
children).  Mr.  Ephriam  Rogers  was  reared  in  Ala- 
bama, and  had  no  education  whatever.  He  com- 
menced farming  for  himself  in  Autauga  County, 
Ala.,  when  he  was  twentv-one  vears  of  a^e.  In 
1838  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  Booth,  a na- 
tive of  that  county,  born  February  17.  1822,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Nancy  (Owens)  Booth, 
both  natives  of  South  Carolina,  and  died  in  1866 
and  1837.  respectively,  both  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church,  by  whom  he  had  eleven 
children,  viz.:  Charles  B.  (now  farming  in  this 
county),  Nancy  E.  (deceased),  Sarah  A.  (deceased), 
Martha  Ann  (now  Mrs.  McDonald  of  this  county). 
Mary  L.  (now  Mrs.  Carter  of  this  township).  .John 
R.  (whose  sketch  follows  this),  illiam  -J.  (who  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  this  township).  Benjamin 
Franldin  (farmer  of  this  county). Elizabeth  W.  (now 
Mrs.  Forbes  of  this  township),  Eiuly  (deceased), 
and  Ellen  Frances  (now  Mrs.  .Jetfus,  of  this  town- 
ship). In  1856  Mr.  Rogers  moved  his  wife  and 
family  to  this  countv.  purchasing  an  improved  farm 
of  290  acres,  on  which  he  still  lives.  He  served 
one  year  in  the  late  war,  in  the  Arkansas  Home 
Guards.  In  1SS8  Mr.  Rogers  sold  his  farm  to  his 
son,  John  R. . and  is  now  residing  with  him.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Missionarv  Bap  - 
tist Church,  to  which  thevhave  belonged  for  nearly 
. * & 
forty-eight  years.  Politically  Mr.  Rogers  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, before  the  war  being  a Whig,  since  which 


time  he  has  been  allied  to  the  Democratic  party. 
He  is  one  of  the  best  known  citizens,  and  is  highly 
respected  by  all. 

■Jonathan  R.  Rogers,  dr.,  son  of  the  above  gen- 
tleman, was  born  September  29,  1848,  in  Autauga 
County,  Ala.,  and  came  to  this  county  with  his  par- 
ents, when  he  was  but  eight  years  of  age,  and  re- 
ceived a good  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  county.  December  24,  1868,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Martha  C.  Holcomb,  a native  of  this  county, 
born  in  October,  1842.  a daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Driskel)  Holcomb,  natives  of  Illinois  and 
Tennessee,  respectively,  who  came  to  this  county 
when  they  were  children,  here  grew  to  maturity, 
and  here  they  were  married.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  this  county,  and  owned  a part  of 
the  farm  which  our  subject  now  owns.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  commenced  farming  for  himself 
immediately  after  his  marriage,  renting  for  the  first 
year,  and  afterward  buying  a farm  of  260  acres,  on 
which  he  lived  until  1888,  when  he  sold  that  place 
and  purchased  the  old  homestead,  on  which  he  now 
lives,  his  father  and  mother  residing  with  him.  Mr. 
Rogers  now  owns  about  410  acres  of  land,  with 
about  150  acres  under  cultivation.  In  the  past  he 
has  devoted  considerable  time  and  attention  to  raid- 
ing cotton,  but  is  now  working  into  stock,  raising 
pure  bred  Jersey  Red  hogs,  mules,  and  also  grade 
Jersey  cattle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  have  had  four 
children  born  to  them,  three  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing. one  having  died  in  infancy.  They  are  George 
W. , William  J.  and  Elizabeth.  They  are  both 
church  members,  Mr.  Rogers  worshiping  at  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  his  wife  at  the 
Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Rogers  is  a member  of  the 
County  Wheel  and  Grange,  is  a Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
Lafayette  Township. 

Thomas  J.  Rowe,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Stephens.  Ark.  Mr.  Rowe  is  the  son  of  James  R. 
Rowe,  and  the  grandson  of  Samuel  Rowe,  who 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  who  was  of  En- 
glish descent.  The  grandfather  participated  in  the 
War  of  1812.  James  R.  Rowe  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  and  died  in  Alabama  in  1843.  He  was 
reared  in  his  native  State,  and  later  went  to  Geor- 
gia, where  he  married  Miss  Harriet  Green,  a native 
of  North  Carolina.  She  died  in  1869.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children.  Thomas  J.  now  be- 
ing the  onlv  one  living.  The  latter  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  earl had 
instilled  into  his  youthful  nature  all  the  duties  of 
farm  life.  In  1859  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Jane 
Rogers,  a native  of  Georgia. born  in  1842.  and  to  this 
union  were  born  eleven  children,  four  sons  and  two 
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daughters  now  living:  Harriet,  Ann,  William  E., 
James  M.,  John,  Thomas  N.  and  Maria  C.  Mr. 
Rowe  emigrated  from  Georgia  to  Ouachita  County, 
Ark.,  in  lS65,and  resided  in  that  county  until  1873, 
when  he  moved  to  the  State  of  Texas.  In  1880  he 
returned  to  his  present  property  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  100  acres  of  land,  and  has  about  sixty 
acres  under  cultivation.  His  farm  is  located  about 
four  and  a half  miles  northwest  ot  Stephens.  Mr. 
Rowe  was  elected  sheriff  of  Early  County,  Ga. , in 
1861,  and  held  that  office  for  two  years.  He  after- 
ward served  as  deputy  sheriff  for  the  same  length 
of  time.  In  politics  he  is  Democratic,  and  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Jefferson  Davis.  He  was  made  a Free 
Ma  son  at  Blakely,  Ga. , in  1865.  and  is  a Master 
Mason.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Wheel.  Dur- 
ing the  late  unpleasantness  between  the  North  and 
South  Air.  Rowe  served  in  the  Confederate  army. 
Airs.  Rowe  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

S.  Q.  Sevier,  president  of  the  Camden  Water 
Works  System,  was  born  in  Landersville.  Law- 
rence County,  Ala..  April  9,  1851,  being  a son  of 
Benjamin  B.  aud  Drucilla  (Ewing)  Sevier,  who 
were  born  near  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  the  former  being 
the  grandson  of  ex-Gov.  John  Sevier,  the  first 
governor  of  that  State.  Benjamin  B.  Sevier  was 
born  February  22,  1816,  and  is  now  living  at  Bel 
Green,  Ala.  He  graduated  from  the  Aledical  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Louisville.  Ivy.,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  the  last  few  years,  he  has 
practiced  his  profession  since  1839.  He  was  an 
especially  skillful  surgeon  and  practitioner,  and 
had  the  best  reputation  as  a physician  throughout 
his  section  of  the  country,  and  enjoyed  a Very 
large  practice.  His  wife  died  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, having  borne  him  four  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  S.  Q.  Sevier  was  the  second  of  the 
family,  and  was  reared  principally  in  the  State  of 
Alississippi,  receiving  a fair  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  State,  and  afterward  paid  for 
the  services  of  a private  tutor.  He  remained  on 
1 a farm  until  1866,  then  entered  the  telegraph 
office  of  Baldwyn,  Aliss. , as  messenger  boy.  which 
position  he  held  eight  mouths.  He  was  then  given 
charge  of  the  office,  and  was  manager  of  the  same 
for  some  months.  He  then  gave  up  the  position 
to  attend  one  session  of  school,  then  was  appointed 
train  dispatcher  under  L.  J.  Fleming,  general  su- 
perintendent of  the  .Mobile  A Ohio  Railroad,  con- 
! tinning  at  his  post  until  after  the  yellow  fever 
! epidemic  of  1868.  when  he  went  to  Corinth.  Miss., 
but  a short  time  later  was  transferred  to  the  West- 
ern Union  Depot,  and  opened  the  first  telegraph 
office  of  Tupelo,  Aliss.,  where  he  remained  until 


transferred  to  Alonroe.  La.,  as  manager.  He  made 
this  place  his  home  until  January  21,  1871,  then 
came  to  Camden,  as  manager  of  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  office.  May  J,  1875,  he  went  to 
New  Orleans,  and  served  in  the  same  capacity  until 
October  14,  1875,  at  which  time  he  resigned.  He 
then  became  a commercial  traveler,  with  Flash, 
Lewis  A Co.,  remaining  with  them  until  they  be- 
came liquidated,  and  was  then  appointed  south- 
western agent  for  S.  W.  Venable  A Co.,  Peters- 
burg, Va.,  a large  tobacco  firm,  serving  until  1887. 
In  1886  he  was  elected  to  the  Lower  House  of  the 
State  Legislature,  from  Ouachita  County,  Ark., 
and  after  his  return  home  began  the  practice  of 
law,  having  studied  that  profession  under  Gov.  S. 
D.  AIcHenry,  of  Louisiana.  He  continued  to  prac- 
tice until  the  organization  of  the  Camden  Water 
Works,  the  Electric  Light  and  other  enterprises, 
which  consumed  so  much  of  his  time  that  he  was 
compelled  to  give  up  his  profession,  and  turn  his 
sole  attention  to  his  enterprises,  and  became  pres- 
ident of  both  the  above-named  institutions.  He 
is  vice-president  of  the  Fair  Association,  and  every 
enterprise  in  which  he  becomes  interested,  and  to 
which  he  gives  his  support,  is  sure  to  prove  a de- 
cided success.  Socially  he  is  a K.  of  P. , and  be- 
longs to  the  A.  L.  of  H.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  was 
married,  in  1872,  to  Aliss  Al.  B.  Smead,  a sister 
of  H.  P.  Smead,  prosecuting  attorney.  Air.  and 
Airs.  S evier  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Carrie  V. 

and  Virginia  E.,  living;  Lamar  Smead,  the  eldest, 
died  in  1875. 

Aides  L.  Sifford.  farmer  aud  mechanic  of  Buena 
Vista,  Alarion  Township,  was  born  January  14. 
1832,  in  Lincoln  County,  N.  C.,  a son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Derr)  Sifford,  natives  of  North  Caro 
liua.  The  father  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  N. 
C.,  in  1776,  his  parents  being  originally  from 
Germany,  who  emigrated  to  this  country  before 
the  birth  of  their  son.  and  in  time  for  the  father 
(grandfather  of  our  subject)  to  participate  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  John  Sifford  (the  father  of 
our  subject),  was  a wagon-maker  by  trade,  residing 
about  tuo  miles  from  Catawba  Springs,  where  he 
had  moved  previous  to  bis  marriage,  and  where  he 
died  in  1851.  The  mother  was  born  in  1788.  in 
in  Lincoln  County,  N.  C..  a daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Elizabeth  Derr,  natives  of  North  Carolina. 
She  died  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  about  seventy  five 
\ears.  a worthy  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
as  was  also  her  husband.  They  were  the  parents 
of  fifteen  children,  ten  of  whom  are  still  living  at 
last  accounts,  viz. : Solomon  (a  farmer  and  mechanic 
of  Alectlenburg  County,  N.  C. ),  Aaron  (a  farmer 
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ami  blacksmith,  residing  in  Lincoln  County.  N. 
C.).  Jonas  (a  farmer  of  Lincoln  County.  N.  C.  ), 
Michael  (engaged  in  farming  in  York  District,  S. 
C.),  Daniel  (a  farmer  of  Gaston  County.  N.  C. ), 
Miles  L.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch).  Max  Amelia 
(who  married  Stephen  Morris,  of  Lincoln  County. 
N.  C.).  Melinda  (now  Mrs.  McIntosh,  widow  of 
Alexander  McIntosh,  of  Mecklenburg  County,  N. 
C. ),  and  Mariah  (now  Mrs.  Little,  of  the  same 
county).  Mr.  Si  [ford,  our  sub  ject,  was  reared  on 
his  father's  farm,  and  brought  up  to  farm  labor, 
and  also  learned  the  blacksmith  and  wagon-maker’s 
trade  in  his  father’s  shop,  hence  his  school  privi- 
leges were  extremely  limited.  He  left  home  in 
1857,  and  the  same  year  was  married  and  com- 
menced farming  for  himself  in  Lincoln  County. 
In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Fifty-second  North 
Carolina  Infantry,  but  the  following  year  he  was 
detailed  and  sent  to  Richmond,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed on  Confederate  works,  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  received  a furlough  in  April,  1865. 
and  was  at  home  at  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1K70 
Mr.  Sifford  came  to  Arkansas  and  located  in  this 
county,  and  in  1872  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
of  one  quarter  section  of  land,  within  100  yards  of 
the  post  office  of  Buena  Yista.  wffiich  was  then  un- 
improved, with  the  exception  of  his  house.  In 
1857  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  Elizabeth 
Holiman,  who  was  born  August  22,  1838,  in  Lin- 
coln County,  N.  C.,  a daughter  of  Moses  and  Calla 
(Lowe)  Holiman.  natives  of  North  Carolina.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sifford  have  had  six  children,  all  living, 
namely:  Winfield  (a  farmer  of  Fannin  County. 
Tex.),  Luther  (farming  in  the  same  county),  and 
Anna,  Lee,  Laura  and  Loris  (all  at  home).  Mrs. 
Sifford  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  South,  and  an  earnest  Christian  woman. 
Mr.  Sifford  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
is  a member  of  the  Couutv  Wheel. 

Charles  K.  Sithen,  the  well-known  and  able 
cashier  of  the  Camden  National  Bank,  was  born 
near  Salem,  N.  J..  July  2,  1858,  but  when  eight 
years  of  age  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Phila- 
delphia. Penn.,  and  there  received  an  excellent  ed- 
ucation, and  in  1876  graduated  from  the  Philadel- 
phia High  School,  with  the  degree  of  A.  M.  In 
187s  lie  came  to  Arkansas,  and  became  an  emplove 
in  the  old  Hot  Springs  Bank  and  Safe  Deposit  Com- 
pany, now  known  as  the  Arkansas  National  Bank, 
and  here  remained  until  December.  1881,  when  he 
came  to  Camden,  and  became  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  above-named  bank,  and  has  been  its  cashier, 
continuously,  ever  since.  He  is  also  a stockholder 
in  the  establishment,  and  in  the  Arkansas  National 
Bank,  of  Hot  Springs.  Ever  since  locating  in 


Ouachita  County,  his  career  has  been  characterized 
by  a noticeable  devotion  to  its  welfare,  and  his 
ability  and  fidelity  in  his  present  position  have  made 
a lasting  impression  on  all  who  know  him.  Mr. 
Sithen  was  married,  in  1SS5.  to  Miss  I.  L.  Sliisler. 
of  Philadelphia.  He  has  always  taken  a great  in- 
terest in  secret  societies,  and  is  past  chancellor  in 
the  K.  of  P.  He  is  a Knight  Templar  and  “Shri 
ner  ” in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  a past  grand 
in  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ; also  a member  of  the  Endow- 
ment Rank  K.  of  P. , and  a member  of  the  R. 
A.  Mr.  Sithen  was  mayor  of  Camden  in  1886- 
87-88,  and  in  1885  was  commissioned  captain 
of  the  Camden  Rifles,  State  Militia.  He  is  the 
efficient  representative  of  sixteen  fire  insurance 
companies,  and  is  a director  and  treasurer  of  the 
Camden  Compress  Company,  treasurer  of  the  Cam 
den  Manufacturing  Company,  and  is  a director  and 
treasurer  of  Ouachita  Fair  Association.  He  is  also 
connected  with  several  other  public  enterprises,  rail- 
roads. etc.  His  business  qualities  are  best  attested 
by  his  success,  for  prudent  foresight,  sound  judg- 
ment and  an  active  mind  have  proven  to  be  his  best 
friends  throughout  his  career.  His  ancestors  came 
to  America  in  the  same  vessel  with  William  Penn, 
and  they  are  of  English  and  Dutch  origin. 

J.  M.  Smith,  merchant,  Stephens,  Ark.  Mr. 
Smith,  the  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Smith  A 
Bro.,  is  a native  of  Georgia,  born  in  1847,  and  is  the 
son  of  Deraslin  F.  Smith,  also  a native  of  Geor 
gia.  The  father  emigrated  from  his  native 
State%  to  Ouachita  County  about  1849,  and  was 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  same.  He  was 
a successful  farmer.  He  married  Miss  Esther 
Majors,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  she  is  now  living 
with  her  children,  in  this  county.  J.  51.  Smith  is 
the  third  of  seven  children,  a daughter  and  five 
sons  now  living.  He  was  reared  in  Ouachita 
County.  Ark.,  received  his  education  in  the  com 
mon  schools  of  this  county,  and  was  married,  in 
1875.  to  Miss  Siddie  Bayless,  a native  of  Ouachita 
County,  born  in  1856.  Her  father.  Dr.  S.  H.  Bay- 
less, was  an  early  settler  and  prominent  physician 
of  that  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been 
born  four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters: 
Lewis  D. , Pearl.  Leta  and  Mary.  Mr.  Smith  be- 
gan merchandising  at  Richland,  Columbia  County, 
in  the  fall  of  1878.  and  continued  the  business  at 
that  place  until  the  fall  of  1883.  In  September 
of  that  year  he  moved  to  Stephens,  and  has  con- 
tinued his  former  business  at  this  place  ever  since, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Smith  &,  Bro.  They  carry 
a stock  of  goods  valued  at  about  86,000,  and  buy 
cotton, in  connection  with  their  other  business.  This 
firm  does  the  largest  business  in  Stephens.  Mr. 
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Smith  has  been  postmaster  ever  since  he  started 
business  here,  and  is  serving  in  that  capacity  at  the 
present.  He  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. , and 
Mrs.  Smith  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

N.  H.  Stark  is  a well-to-do  and  successful  cot-  j 
ton  buver  of  Camden,  Ark.,  and  was  born  in  the 
Ind  ian  Territory,  in  April,  1859,  being  a son  of 

O.  P.  Stark,  who  was  a missionary  to  the  Choctaw 
Nation  from  1849  to  1860.  He  had  charge  of  the 
Lamor  Female  Institute,  at  Paris,  Tex.,  for  several 
years,  and  when  he  died,  in  1883,  he  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  tinest  educators  of  the  State. 
N.  H.  Stark  was  reared  principally  in  the  Lone 
Star  State,  and  there  also  received  his  education, 
receiving  his  instruction  from  his  father,  who  lav- 
ished his  skill  upon  him.  Owing  to  the  burning 
down  of  his  father's  institute,  much  of  his  time 
was  spent  in  supporting  the  family,  when,  under 
happier  circumstances,  it  would  have  been  devot.ed 
to  study,  but  on  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he 
engaged  in  merchandising,  in  Paris.  Tex.,  continu- 
ing three  years.  He  subsequently  became  con- 
nected with  Martin,  Wise  & Fitzhugh,  of  Paris, 
the  largest  cotton  dealers  of  Texas,  and  while  in 
their  employ  acquired  a knowledge  of  the  cotton 
trade  which  has  since  stood  him  in  good  stead. 
Since  1884  he  has  been  a resident  of  Camden.  Ark.,  : 
and  has  been  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility. his  ventures  being  attended  with  ex- 
cellent results,  but  since  then  has  been  associated 
with  a Mr.  Douglas,  the  firm  being  Stark  A Doug- 
las. They  handle  on  an  average  from  8,000  to 
10,000  bales  of  cotton  annually.  Mr.  Stark  is  a 
Mason,  and  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.  He  was 
married  September  7,  1886.  to  Miss  Mary  Oat  well, 
of  Aberdeen,  Miss.,  and  by  her  is  the  father  of  two 
children:  Nathan  H. , Jr.,  and  Martha. 

Judge  James  M.  Stinnett  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  of  Ouachita  County’s  farmers,  and  is 
one  of  her  oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  resi- 
dents. He  was  born  in  Morrison  County,  Tenn. , 
November  22.  1820,  and  is  a son  of  William  and 
Catherine  (Smith)  Stinnett,  who  were  born  in  Ray 
County,  Tenn..  the  latter  in  1801.  The  father 
was  inured  to  farm  work  when  a boy.  and  contin- 
ued to  make  this  occupation  his  chief  calling 
throughout  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  in  1847,  and 
his  widow'  in  1848.  Their  union  took  place  about 
1819.  and  in  time  a family  of  eight  children  were 
born  to  them.  James  M. , Thomas  L.  (a  resident  of 
this  county),  and  Marissa  (the  wife  of  William  S. 
Smith,  residing  in  Chester  County,  Tenn.  ).  being 
the  only  cues  now  living.  Judge  James  M.  Stin- 
nett. the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received  his  edu- 


cation by  the  light  of  poplar  rails  and  pine  knots 
during  the  evenings,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself.  In  March, 
1840,  he  was  elected  constable  of  the  Twelfth  Dis- 
trict of  McNairy  County,  Term.,  and  at  the  end  of 
two  years  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  serv- 
ing until  1848.  In  1840  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Rebecca  F.  Spain,  of  Henderson  County,  Tenn.,  a 
daughter  of  Marmaduke  and  Elizabeth  Spain,  and 
to  them  four  children  were  born,  only  Catherine 
E. , the  wife  of  Robert  Williams,  a resident  of  Mc- 
Nairy County,  Term.,  being  now  alive.  Mrs.  Stin- 
nett wras  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  died  in  1848.  Mr.  Stinnett  was  mar- 
ried to  his  second  wife,  Miss  Eliza  J.  Pickett,  of 
McNairy  County,  Tenn.,  April  7.  1830,  his  wife 
having  been  born  in  Hardeman  County,  Tenn.,  in 
1830.  A family  of  sixteen  children  was  born  to 
this  union,  nine  of  whom  are  now  living:  Franklin 

P. , Preston  B.,  James  K.  P. , Jefferson  D. , Laura 
A.  (wife  of  Robert  S.  Neal),  Sarah  A.,  Ruth  and 
Robert  L.  In  1849  Mr.  Stinnett  went  to  Lower 
California,  in  search  of  gold,  and  like  a great  num- 
ber of  other  forty-niners,  spent  a great  deal  of 
money  and  received  nothing  in  return.  He  re- 
turned home  in  1S50.  satisfied  to  spend  the  balance 
of  his  days  in  Arkansas,  and  was  actively  engaged 
in  farming  here  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Re- 
bellion, and  in  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  H. 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  McMillan,  aud 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in 
the  battles  of  Mark’s  Mill,  Mount  Elba  and  Poison 
Spring.  He  was  paroled  in  Texas,  and  returned 
home  to  again  make  a home  for  his  family,  and 
succeeded  so  well  that  in  time  he  became  the  owner 
of  1,200  acres  of  land,  but  is  now  the  owner  of 
only  240  acres,  as  the  rest  was  divided  among  his 
children.  When  he  settled  on  his  present  property 
it  was  a wilderness,  but  he  built  a log  cabin,  and 
set  energetically  to  work  to  clear  up  his  farm,  and 
has  now  one  of  the  loveliest  places  in  the  county. 
He  has  always  been  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views,  and  has  held  a number  of  important  offices 
in  this  county.  From  1866  to  1868  he  held  the 
office  of  county  judge;  in  1874  was  again  elected, 
aud  served  from  that  time  until  1878,  and  was  re- 
elected in  1888,  and  is  now  ably  discharging  the 
duties  of  that  position.  He  is  a Royal  Arch  Ma- 
son. and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church. 

George  H.  Stinson  is  a dealer  in  books,  station- 
ery, etc.,  at  Camden.  Ark.,  and  is  also  a well-known 
jew'eler  of  that  place.  He  was  born  in  Bath.  Me., 
in  1827,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  G.  and  Catherine 
(Gannett)  Stinson,  who  were  also  born  in  the  Pine 
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Tree  State.  They  traced  their  ancestry  back  to 
old  English.  Scotch  and  Irish  families.  Samuel  G. 
Stinson  was  a merchant  in  Boston  for  many  years, 
a very  prosperous  man  of  business,  and  died  in 
Bath,  Me.  George  H.  Stinson  is  the  eldest  of  their 
nine  children,  and  is  the  only  sou  now  living.  He 
attended  the  public  schools,  which  were  very  tine, 
of  his  native  State,  and  at  an  early  day  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a watchmaker  in  Bath.  At  an  early 
day  he  came  to  Camden,  Ark.,  and  established  him- 
self in  business,  purchasing  a stock  of  jewelry  of  a 
man  who  wished  to  sell  out,  and  although  Camden 
was  a very  small  place,  and  his  stock  of  goods  not 
as  extensive  as  could  be  wished,  he  had  come  to 
stay,  and  as  the  country  gradually  improved  his 
trade  increased  in  proportion,  and  he  is  now  doing 
an  extensive  and  profitable  business.  He  at  first 
manufactured  nearly  all  his  own  jewelry,  but  this 
is  now  unnecessary.  He  has  a fine  brick  business 
building  in  Camden.  20x90  feet,  two  stories  in 
height,  and  his  stock  of  goods  is  now  valued  at 
$12,000.  He  has  served  as  alderman  several  terms, 
also  as  school  director,  and  since  first  locating  here 
he  has  been  regarded  as  a valuable  citizen.  He  is 
a Knight  Templar  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  is  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  K.  of  H. 
He  was  married  in  1857  to  Miss  Virginia  McCol- 
lum, a native  of  South  Carolina,  by  whom  he  has 
three  children:  Mrs.  J.  B.  McCaughey.  Mrs.  Wal- 
ter Watts,  and  John  M. , who  is  in  business  with 
his  father.  Mr.  Stinson  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  1861  he  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  and 
was  on  active  duty  until  he  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  in  April,  1862,  in  the  head  by  a 
bursting  shell.  He  then  entered  the  quartermas- 
ter’s department  and  clerked  until  the  close. 

Tom  D.  Thomson,  grocer,  of  Camden,  Ark. 
This  familiar  and  most  necessary  business  was  es- 
tablished in  the  fall  of  1889,  and*  his  store  is  filled 
with  a large  and  varied  assortment  of  teas,  coffees, 
spices,  sugar,  molasses  and  country  produce,  etc., 
and  as  he  selects  his  goods  with  care,  and  gives 
his  customers  the  best  value  for  their  money,  he 
has  secured  a large,  and  we  might  add.  a steadily 
increasing  business.  He  was  born  in  Limestone 
County,  Ala.,  November  S,  1834,  his  parents, 
Robert  B.  and  Lillian  (Phillips)  Thomson,  being 
also  natives  of  that  State.  They  emigrated  to  New 
Madrid,  St.  Charles  County,  Mo.,  in  1841,  and 
there  the  father  died  the  following  year,  his  widow 
passing  from  life  in  Camden.  Ark..  June  28.  1884. 
He  was  a school-teacher  and  farmer-by  occupation, 
and  he  and  wife  became  the  parents  of  four  chi  1 
dren,  two  of  whom  are  living:  Mrs.  John  W. 


Walker  (of  Stephens,  Ark.),  and  Tom  D.  Bv 
a second  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  four 
! more  children,  but  all  are  now  deceased.  The  pa- 
i ternal  grandfather  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
and  at  an  early  day  settled  in  Alabama,  from 
I which  State  he  enlisted  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Thomas 
Phillips,  was  a captain  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
both  grandfathers  were  farmers  and  died  in  Ala- 
bama. Tom  D.  Thomson  was  only  six  years  of 
age  when  he  was  takeu  by  his  parents  to  Missouri, 
and  can  just  remember  the  earthquake  shock  that 
I occurred  at  New  Madrid,  St.  Charles  County. 

1 After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  and  his  mother 
removed  to  De  Soto  County,  Miss.,  and  in  January, 
1844,  settled  in  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  and  took 
up  their  abode  on  a farm  thirteen  miles  southwest 
of  Camden,  and  here  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiv- 
ing such  education  as  the  schools  of  that  day  af- 
forded. The  war  broke  out  w'hen  he  wTas  twenty - 
seven  years  of  age,  and  although  he  had  been 
engaged  in  farming  and  merchandising  from  the 
time  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  dropped 
everything  to  enlist  as  a private  in  the  Fifteenth 
Arkansas  Regiment,  but  at  the  fall  of  Fort  Donel- 
son  his  regiment  was  captured.  He  then  returned 
to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  was 
I made  captain  of  Company  B,  Thirty-third  Arkan- 
; sas  Regiment,  and  was  elected  lieutenant -colonel 
at  the  reorganization,  but  after  the  colonel  was 
killed  at  Jenkins’  Ferry,  Mr.  Thomson  was  made 
j colonel,  and  was  in  command  of  his  regiment  un- 
til the  final  surrender.  He  received  a slight  wound 
i at  Jenkins’  Ferry,  but  was  not  captured.  After 
the  war  he  returned  to  Camden,  and  from  1866  to 
1870  clerked  in  a store,  then  embarked  in  business 
for  himself,  but  faded  in  1873,  losing  everything 
he  possessed.  He  then  went  back  to  clerking  and 
book  keeping,  continuing  until  1884.  when  he  was 
elected  county  and  circuit  court  clerk,  and  served 
two  terms.  In  the  fall  of  1889.  as  above  stated, 
he  embarked  in  his  present  business,  and  is  doing 
well.  He  is  a Knight  Templar  in  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  Oi  F. , and  he 
is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views.  In  March. 
1857.  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Cross,  by 
whom  he  has  seven  children:  Dora  (wife  of  J.  T. 

Sifford),  Bettie  (wife  of  J.  \Y.  Holleman).  Mag- 
! gie.  Emma,  George,  Louie  M.  and  Percy.  The 
! Colonel  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Thomson's  stepfather. 
Thomas  Beard,  built  the  first  warehouse  in  Cam 
den.  which  was  a very  large  structure,  and  the  rir>i 
meettug  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  was  held  in  this 
| building.  He  also  built  the  first  bridge. 
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Hon.  John  R.  Thornton.  In  the  Encyclopedia 
of  the  New  West,  we  tind  the  following  reference 
to  the  subject  of  this  sketch:  “Hon.  John  R. 

Thornton,  attorney  at  law.  and  State  Senator  for 
Calhoun  and  Ouachita  Counties,  was  born  in 
Chambers  County.  Ala.,  February  14.  1840.  His 
father  having  brought  the  family  to  Arkansas  in 
1845,  he  may  be  considered  an  Arkansan  almost 
by  birth.  His  grandfather,  Henry  Thornton,  a 
Virginian  and  planter,  settled  in  Georgia,  where 
the  father  of  John  R.  (William  S.  Thornton)  was 
born  in  1809,  and  married.  He  afterward  moved 
to  Alabama  in  1880.  and  lived  a planter  and  mer- 
chant. He  died  in  1866  in  Arkansas.  He  was 
the  first  member  of  the  Arkansas  Legislature  from 
Calhoun  County.  He  was  internal  improvement 
commissioner  of  Ouachita  County,  to  which  he  had 
removed  in  1854,  and  remained  there  six  years, 
when  he  returned  to  Calhoun  County.  He  was  a 
planter,  a Democrat,  a Methodist,  and  a Mason. 
He  was  distinguished  for  his  moral  character, 
never  indulging  in  any  of  the  frivolities  of  life. 
The  mother  of  John  R.  Thornton  was  Nancy  S. 
Fielder,  born  in  Georgia  in  1811.  John  R.  grew 
up  with  the  reputation  of  being  a pretty  fast,  wild 
boy,  but  he  never  drank  whisky  nor  gambled.  He 
was  full  of  fun,  frolic  and  mischief,  which  was  a 
special  annoyance  to  his  father.  Having  a passion 
for  the  newspaper  business,  he  became  an  amateur 
type-setter,  and  contributor  of  ' personal  ’ and 
items  which  got  him  into  frequent  scrapes.  Final- 
ly he  accepted  his  father's  advice,  and  began  the 
study  of  law.  During  the  war  he  edited  a travel- 
ing newspaper,  called  the  Advance  Guard,  carry- 
ing it  with  him  in  his  military  campaigns  from  Mis- 
souri to  Kentucky.  In  1868  he  edited  the  army 
paper,  called  the  Reveille,  by  authority  of  Gen. 
Bragg,  at  Shelby ville,  Tenn.  He  yet  has  a fond- 
ness for  the  newspaper  business,  the  passion  for 
which  clings  to  him.  His  literary  education  was 
acquired  in  the  Arkansas  schools  of  that  day,  and 
is,  of  course,  limited.  His  reading  had  been  miscel- 
laneous and  general  without  a view  to  any  specialty, 
except  medicine  (which  he  studied  four  or  live 
months  in  1855)  and  law.  which  became  his  pro- 
fession. He  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  latter 
part  of  1855,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Cam- 
den, Ark.,  in  1858.  when  only  a month  or  two  over 
eighteen  years  old,  the  Legislature,  by  a special 
act,  making  him  twenty -one  years  old  that  he  might 
be  licensed  as  an  attorney.  The  gentlemen  under 
whom  he  read,  and  the  judge  of  the  district,  recom- 
mended the  Legislature  to  remove  this  disability. 
It  is  not  necessarily  years  that  make  men  wise  and 
learned.  Years  may  only  make  men  old.  It  is 


study,  labor,  tact  and  will  that  make  men  succeed. 
Mr.  Thornton  settled  in  Hampton,  Calhoun 
County,  after  the  war.  and  engaged  in  planting  and 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  has  remained 
there  ever  since.  Some  philosopher  has  said"-  Be- 
ware of  the  man  of  one  book.’  Universal  experi- 
ence teaches  that  success  comes  mostly  to  men  of 
one  idea,  that  is  one  profession  or  one  business,  in- 
dustriously and  economically  pursued  atone  place. 
Mr.  Thornton  began  at  the  end  of  the  war  poor, 
but  has  accumulated  some  property,  having  large 
landed  interests  in  South  Arkansas.  He  entered 
the  army  as  a private  in  1861,  was  made  sergeant- 
major,  afterward  lieutenant,  then  adjutant,  and 
lastly  assistant  adjutant-general  of  Reed’s  brigade. 
He  served  under  Gen.  Hardee  from  1861  to  1868. 
He  was  surrendered  at  Port  Hudson  July  9,  1863, 
taken  to  New  Orleans,  thence  to  New  York,  and 
thence  to  Johnson’s  Island,  and  kept  there  twenty- 
two  months,  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  went 
out  with  the  Sixth  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  was 
with  it  until  1863,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Twelfth  Arkansas  after  the  battle  of  Franklin, 
Tenn.,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh. 
Perryville,  Woodsonville  and  the  siege  of  Port 
Hudson.  At  Perryville  he  was  wounded  in  the 
thigh  by  a minie-ball.  the  scar  of  which  is  per- 
manent. He  is  a member  of  no  secret  society,  ex- 
‘'cept  that  of  the  R.  A.  and  K.  of  H.  He  was  al- 
ways a Democrat.  In  1868  he  was  elected  a dele- 
gate to  the  Constitutional  Convention,  Gen.  Ord 
set  aside  the  election.  He  was  again  elected,  but 
again  counted  out  by  the  registrars.  In  186S  he 
was  appointed  county  attorney  of  Calhoun  County, 
served  two  years  and  resigned.  In  1871  he  served 
one  term  as  county  judge.  In  1878  he  was  elected 
State  Senator  for  four  years  from  the  counties  of 
Calhoun  and  Ouachita,  the  position  he  now  holds. 
He  is  a member  of  the  judiciary  committee,  and 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee,  and  was.  dur- 
ing the  last  session,  chairman  of  the  committees  on 
public  printing  and  memorials.  Mr.  Thornton 
married  in  Calhoun  County,  Ark..  July  12.1860. 
Miss  Sue  E.  Strong,  who  was  born  and  educated 
in  the  same  county,  the  daughter  of  Judge  E.  F. 
Strong,  a leading  citizen,  merchant  and  large 
planter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thornton  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  of 
which  he  is  a steward,  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent, and  for  several  years  lay  delegate  to  its  annual 
conference.  * He  wears  his  own  head.’  a>  Dr. 
Moody  would  say.  For  example,  in  187N  he  can- 
vassed his  district  against  repudiation,  or  the 
Fishback  amendment,  and  carried  the  district  with 
him.  althoiurh  the  three  representatives  thereof 
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bad  voted  for  it,  and  his  friends  warned  him  that 
’ it  would  be  an  unpopular  side  of  the  question, 

i Like  his  father,  he  is  opposed  to  whisky  and  cards, 

and  is  friendly  to  legislative  action  against  the 
| sale  of  whisky  in  the  State.  He  is  a popular  stump 

! speaker,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  criminal 

lawyers  in  South  Arkansas.  Having  lived  in  both 
of  the  counties  that  he  now  represents,  men  that 
knew  his  father  know  him.  He  won  his  popular- 
ity by  his  social,  genial  qualities,  and  he  owes  his 
I elevation  to  senatorial  dignity  to  bis  moral  quali- 
ties and  the  intellectual  ability  he  displays  in 
whatever  he  undertakes.  He  was  nominated  and 
elected  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  both  counties  — 
an  unusual  honor.  Senator  Thornton  is  attorney  for 
the  Little  Rock,  Mississippi  River,  and  Texas 
Railway  Company.  He  secured  the  passage  of 
j the  lawr  changing  the  mode  of  obtaining  confirm 
ances  in  courts,  thus  preventing  unnecessary  de 
lay  in  bringing  criminals  to  trial.  He  introduced' 
in  the  Senate  and  secured  the  passage  of  a law- 
repealing  a statute  by  which  a large  quantity  of 
the  lands  of  South  Arkansas  were  to  be  donated  to 
i Mississippi,  Ouachita  A Red  River  Railway.  He 
is  also  author  of  the  celebrated  Arkansas  pistol 
law  that  has  done  so  much  to  suppress  crime  in 
that  State,  besides  several  other  important  laws  " 

! Since  the  publication  of  the  above  in  1880,  Sena- 
| tor  Thornton  has  been  re-elected  to  the  State  Sen- 
ate, making  eijrht  continuous  years  in  that  bodv, 
a compliment  rarely  accorded  any  one  in  this 
State.  In  18S5  he  was  appointed  receiver  of  pub- 
lic and  disbursing  agent  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, by  President  Cleveland,  at  Camden,  .Ark., 
and  removed  to  that  place,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. In  1889  he  was  removed  by  President  Har- 
rison to  make  room  for  one  of  his  own  political 
household.  He  is  at  present  one  of  the  firm  of 
Thornton  A Smeacl,  attorneys  at  law-,  at  Camden. 
Mr.  Thorn  ton's  honorable  and  successful  position 
in  life  has  not  been  attained  by  what  is  sometimes 
called  chance.  Step  by  step,  with  patient,  perse- 
vering effort,  he  has  put  forth  those  energies  of 
body  and  mind,  savoring  of  intense  earnestness, 
which  can  not  but  have  one  result.  Respected  and 
esteemed  by  a host  of  friends,  he  is  likewise  held 
in  sincere  admiration  by  those  less  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  him.  His  career  is  trulv  one 
which  casts  no  shadow  of  reproach  on  his  name. 

James  R.  Toney  is  a retired  farmer  and  mer- 
chant residing  at  Camden,  Ark.,  and  was  born  in 
Smith  County,  Teun.,  in  1817,  being  the  eldest  of 
a family  of  three  children  born  to  Elijah  and  Marv 
(Rucks)  Toney,  natives  of  Virginia  and  North  Car- 
olina, respectively,  the  parents  of  both  being  early 


emigrants  of  Kentucky.  Elijah  Toney  was  an 
editor  while  a resident  of  the  Blue-Grass  State, 
but  at  an  early  day  entered  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Carthage.  Tenn.,  and  remained  there  from 
1800  to  1834.  when  he  retired  from  that  work  and 
gave  his  attention  to  farming  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  following  this  calling  in  Alabama.  He  died 
in  this  State  during  the  Rebellion,  having  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  township,  and  county 
treasurer.  His  wife  passed  to  her  long  home  in 
1828.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  Alexander 
Toney,  and  the  maternal  grandfather,  Josiali 
Rucks,  a minister  of  the  Baptist  Church.  His 
wife  was  a Miss  Taylor,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  Judge  James  Rucks,  of 
Tennessee.  James  R.  Toney  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Smith  and  Sumner  Counties. 
Tenn.  When  about  thirteen  years  of  age  he  en 
tered  his  father’s  store,  and  in  1830  engaged  in 
business  for  himself  at  Carthage,  Tenn.,  remain- 
ing here  three  years.  At  the  commencement  of  his 
mercantile  career  he  worked  three  years  for  a Mr. 
Smith,  receiving  §50  for  his  first  year’s  services, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  three  years  his  capital  con- 
sisted of  SI  10.  Some  time  afterward- he  learned 
that  his  father  had  hired  Mr.  Smith  to  employ 
him.  and  out  of  his  own  money  had  paid  his  son 
his  wages,  the  object  being  to  sober  the  latter 
down  to  business,  a plan  which  succeeded  far  be- 
yond his  expectations.  In  1846  James  R.'  came  to 
Arkansas,  and  after  a stay  of  about  two  years  in 
Dallas  County,  he  came  to  Ouachita  County,  and 
as  he  was  the  owner  of  a number  of  slaves  he 
opened  a farm  of  some  600  acres  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Ouachita  River.  In  1855  he  came  to  Cam- 
den and  opened  a general  mercantile  establish- 
ment, which  he  successfully  conducted  until  1862, 
when  he  closed  out  his  stock  of  goods  and  moved 
on  to  his  farm,  where  he  remained  until  the  war 
closed.  At  the  time  of  the  Emancipation  Procla- 
mation he  was  the  owner  of  101  slaves,  3,300 
acres  of  land,  and  had  some  600  acres  under  culti- 
vation. In  1867  he  again  opened  a mercantile 
establishment  in  partnership  with  H.  K.  George, 
which  connection  lasted  for  over  live  y ears,  during 
which  time  they-  sold  over  §100,000  worth  of  goods 
annually.  In  1872  Mr.  Toney  became  sole  propri- 
etor of  this  establishment,  but  four  years  later 
abandoned  this  work  and  resumed  farming,  which 
occupation  received  his  attention  until  1888.  He 
then  sold  his  farm  and  retired  from  active  business 
life.  During  his  residence  in  Camden  he  has 
served  as  alderman  and  school  director.  Although 
he  is  in  his  seventy-third  y-ear  he  is  still  stout  and 
active,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  had  his 
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hip  dislocated  about  oue  year  ago.  He  is  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  county,  and  can  be 
numbered  among  the  pioneer  settlers  and  oldest 
merchants.  He  has  been  married  three  times: 
First  in  1840  to  Jane  McClean.  a daughter  of 
William  McClean,  of  Smith  County.  Tenn.,  a 
prominent  attorney  of  that  county.  Mrs.  Toney 
was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  died  July  10.  1868,  having  borne  the 
following  children:  Mary  E.  (wife  of  Dr.  R.  M. 
Green,  of  Corsicana,  Tex.),  Jane  M.  (wife  of  C.  C. 
Scott,  of  Arkadelphia,  Ark.),  and  James  M.  la 
planter  of  Little  Bay.  Calhoun  County,  said  to  be 
the  largest  and  most  successful  planter  in  this  or 
Calhoun  County),  and  Jennie  A.  (wife  of  C.  F.  Cof- 
fee, an  extensive  ranchman  of  Sioux  County,  Neb., 
and  a wealthy  citizen).  On  hi>  ranch  is  an  artifi- 
cial cave,  which  will  afford  protection  to  1,000 
calves.  On  December  14.  I860,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Nannie  E.  Maloy.  who  died  November  17, 
1872,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
also.  His  third  marriage  took  place  November 
20,  1873,  to  Miss  Antonio  Powell,  a daughter  of 
Ben  Powell.  To  them  one  daughter  has  been 
born,  Nannie  E.,  who  is  at  home  attending  school. 
Mr.  Toney  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  his  third 
wife  January  24,  1878,  she  being  in  full  commun- 
ion with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  the 
time  of  her  death. 

John  A.  Toney.  Wherever  Mr.  Toney’s  name 
is  known  he  is  recognized  among  the  people  of  the 
county  and  the  surrounding  country  as  one  of  her 
leading  citizens  and  oldest  residents.  He  was  born 
in  Smith  County.  Tenn.,  October  7,  1822.  and  is  a 
son  of  Elijah  and  Mary  (Rucks)  Toney,  who  were 
born  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  respectively,  and 
were  married  in  Smith  County,  of  the  latter  State, 
where  they  made  their  home  until  1835.  They 
then  moved  to  Jackson  County,  Ala.,  in  which 
State  the  father  died  in  1875,  when  eighty-four 
years  of  age.  the  mother  dying  in  1828.  He  was 
a merchant  and  farmer,  and  as  such  was  quite  suc- 
cessful. While  in  Tennessee  he  served  as  treas- 
urer of  Smith  Couflty.  and  in  Alabama  tilled  the 
position  of  justice  of  the  peace,  being  a Whig  in 
his  political  views.  John  A.  Toney  is  the  youngest 
of  his  three  children,  and  his  youthful  days  were 
spent  in  Sumner  and  Wilson  Counties,  Tenn.,  his 
literary  education  being  received  there  also.  On 
first  coming  to  Arkansas  in  1S44.  he  located  in 
Dallas  County,  and  in  1850  moved  to  Ouachita 
County,  but  remained  here  only  a short  time  when 
lie  returned  to  Dallas  County.  Since  1861  lie  lias 
resided  on  his  present  farm,  which  consists  of  400 
acres,  in  Ouachita  County,  and  he  lias  about  150 


r 


acres  prepared  for  cultivation.  In  1862  he  joined 
I the  Eighteenth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served  until 
the  battle  of  Corinth,  when  he  was  wounded,  taken 
prisoner,  paroled  and  returned  home.  He  has 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  township  for 
two  years,  and  has  twice  been  re-elected,  but  would 
not  serve.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Virginia  High 
took  place  in  1844,  she  being  a daughter  of  Samuel 
High,  and  a native  of  Smith  County,  Tenn..  born 
July  15,  1828.  They  have  one  daughter  living, 
Jane  A.  (wife  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Folden,  of  Holly 
Springs,  Dallas  County,  Ark.),  Mary  R.  (the  wife 
of  Hartwell  T.  Wright,  a farmer  of  Jefferson 
County,  Ark.,  died  in  early  womanhood).  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Toney  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  he  is  a Mason,  and 
in  his  political  views  a Democrat. 

Newton  R.  Tribble,  farmer.  Woodlawn.  Ark. 
Mr.  Tribble’s  parents,  James  M.  M.  and  Lucinda 
J.  (Atkins)  Tribble,  were  natives  of  Marshall 
County,  Miss.,  and  Laurens  District,  S.  C.,  re- 
spectively. The  parents  emigrated  to  Nevada 
County,  Ark.,  in  1836,  located  in  the  woods  and 
were  among  the  first  settlers.  The  father  died  in 
Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  on  October  8,  1865,  and 
the  mother  died  in  Texas,  on  August  3,  1885.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Absolom  Tribble,  died  in 
Marshall  County.  Miss.  Newton  R.  Tribble  was 
| born  in  Nevada  County.  Ark. , on  July  29,  1837. 
and  was  the  first  of  nine  children  — five  sons 
and  four  daughters — born  to  his  parents.  His 
j educational  attainments  were  received  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  in  May,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the 
i Confederate  service.  Company  K,  Sixth  Arkansas 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  and  was  in  many  of  the 
principal  engagements.  On  November  30,  1864. 
he  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg  at  Franklin.  Tenn.. 
and  was  obliged  to  have  his  leg  amputated.  He 
also  lost  the  middle  linger  of  his  light  hand  at  At- 
lanta,  Ga. , on  July  21,  18154.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Chickamauga,  Missionarv  Ridge  and  Per- 
rvville.  Ivy. . and  was  wounded  and  captured  at 
Franklin,  Tenn.  He  was  taken  to  Camp  Chase, 
and  was  exchanged  just  before  the  surrender  at 
Richmond.  He  returned  to  his  home  on  July  !.' 
1865,  and  in  1867  he  was  married  to  Miss  Laura 
L.  Riddick,  who  was  born  in  Ouachita  County, 
Ark.,  on  August  15,  1850.  The  fruits  of  this 
union  are  nine  children:  Benjamin  M. , Henry  C.. 
Toney  T.,  Lena  L. , Minnie  M. , George  G. , Laura 
L..  Tippie  and  Kate.  Mr.  Tribble  has  resided  on 
1 his  present  property  since  IS72.  and  has  about 
i 500  acres  of  land,  w'ith  1(  0 acres  under  cultivation. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Wood 
1 lawn  Lodge  No.  15  and  of  Chapter  No.  10.  and  is 


-v 


■ 


. 

. 


OUACHITA  COUNTY. 


701 


18  1 1 to  1873,  when  he  resigned  the  positiou.  In 
April,  1875.  he  was  again  appointed  to  the  same 
office,  and  was  again  reappointed  in  1870  and  1883. 

He  was  removed  by  President  Cleveland  in  1885 
for  offensive  partisanship,  but  was  reappointed  by 
President  Harrison  in  October,  1880,  and  now,  as 
heretofore,  performs  the  duties  of  his  office  in  an 
able  and  efficient  manner  safely  accounting  to 
" Uncle  Sam  " for  every  cent  of  Government  money  ] 
coming  into  his  hands.  He  has  always  been  a 
stalwart  Republican  from  principle,  and  is  not  in 
any  sense  of  the  word  what  is  commonly  known  as  j 
a Mugwump;  neither  can  he  now  be  called  a 
“Carpet  Bagger,”  as  he  has  attained  a majority 
residence  in  the  land  of  his  adoption.  The  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  Ouachita  (Camden)  Herald  of 
June  2,  1887,  reflects  the  opinion  of  the  people  on 
that  subject:  “ Twenty  years  ago  to-day,  Capt.  A.  A. 
Tufts  pitched  his  tent  here,  and  became  a citizen 
of  Camden.  He  was  then  almost  a beardless  youth, 
but  in  spite  of  some  obstacles  in  the  way  of  section- 
built  its  first  pier.  He  was  also  the  owner  of  a al  predjudices  he  had  come  to  stay.  During  these 
wood  and  willow  manufactory,  but  after  being  twenty  years  he  has  passed  through  some  warm 
burned  out,  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  where  scenes — some  heated  campaigns — and  has  often 
he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  until  his  death.  been  arrayed  in  politics  against  the  Democracy  of 
in  185-1.  His  widow,  a lady  of  great  refinement  and  this  county,  but  his  conduct  and  bearing  have  ever 
lovelv  Christian  character,  survived  him  thirteen  been  such  as  to  denote  the  inborn  gentleman,  and 
years.  The  Tufts  family  were  originally  from  he  has  commanded  the  respect  and  admiration  of 
England,  and  their  genealogy  can  now  be  traced  all  classes  and  creeds.  He  is  now  reckoned  as  one 
back  to  Capt.  Peter  Tufts,  who  settled  in  Med-  of  the  most  substantial  citizens  of  our  county,  and 
ford,  Mass.,  about  the  year  1638.  Alfred  A.  Tufts  we  congratulate  him  on  having  nearly  attained  his 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  New  York  maturity  as  a citizen  of  Camden.'’  All  of  the  spare 
City  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  At  the  commence-  time  of 'his  busy  life  for  the  past  tifteen  years  has 
ment  of  the  late  Civil  War  he  was  residing  in  Illi-  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he 
nois,  and  although  a youth,  he  responded  to  the  has  been  quite  successful.  He  is  a large  real  es- 
call  of  his  country,  and  enrolled  himself  as  one  of  tate  owner,  a public-spirited  and  useful  citizen,  and 
its  defenders;  enlisting  in  Company  K,  One  Hun  is  considered  by  all  an  exceptionally  good  business 
dred  and  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  man.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  affairs  of  busi- 
Infantry,  and  after  serving  three  years,  or  until  the  ness  and  politics,  Mr.  Tufts  has  taken  a deep  in- 
close of  the  great  conflict,  was  mustered  out  at  terest  in  many  secret  societies,  and  is  now  past 
Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  in  July,  1865.  Shortly  after  his  grand  chancellor  and  past  supreme  representative 
return  to  Illinois  he  engaged  in  teaching.  In  May,  of  the  order  of  Iv.  of  P.  and  past  grand  command- 
1867,  he  accepted  a Government  situation  in  Cam-  er  of  K.  T.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
den,  Ark. , and  since  that  time  has  cast  his  fortunes  a Shriner  and  an  Elk.  In  February,  1873,  he 
for  weal  or  woe  with  the  people  of  that  hospitable  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  D.  Scott,  the  youngest 
little  city.  He  served  as  deputy  clerk  for  four  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Christopher  C.  Scott, 
years,  and  afterward  was  elected  county  and  cir  who  for  twenty  years  before  the  late  war,  was  an 
cuit  clerk  for  the  period  of  four  years,  but  only  associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Arkansas, 
served  as  such  two  years,  being  legislated  out  of  F.  M.  Wadley,  one  of  the  prominent  and  en- 

office  by  the  adoption  of  the  Baxter  Constitution  of  terprising  farmers  of  the  county,  owes  his  nativity 
1871.  During  this  period  he  was  licensed  to  prac-  to  Tennessee,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  January 
tiee  law.  but  has  never  felt  free  to  devote  his  time  12,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
and  attention  to  what,  under  other  circumstances.  (Turveville)  Wadley,  natives  of  Virginia,  and  of 
would  have  been  his  chosen  profession.  He  served  English  and  French  parentage,  respectively, 
as  receiver  of  United  States  public  moneys  from  Thomas  Wadley  was  a farmer  and  land-trader. 
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also  a member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  was 
elected  sheriff  of  the  county  in  1866,  and  had  held 
the  position  for  a year  and  a half  when  recon- 
struction began.  He  held  the  office  of  county  as- 
sessor from  lS74to  1882,  and  gave  general  satis- 
faction. Democratic  in  his  political  views,  his 
first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Breckinridge. 
Mrs.  Tribble  was  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  F. 
and  Laura  (Cleaves)  Riddick,  pioneers  of  Ouachita 
County,  Ark.,  having  located  here  in  1845.  They 
endured  all  the  hardships  incident  to  frontier  life, 
and  have  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  acquainted 
with  them. 

Alfred  A.  Tufts,  receiver  of  public  moneys  of 
the  United  States  land  office  at  Camden,  Ark.,  was 
born  September  3,  1847,  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.  He 
was  a son  of  Amos  and  Adelia  (Shipper)  Tufts,  who 
were  born  in  Medford  and  Springfield,  Mass.,  re- 
spectively. Some  years  after  their  marriage  they 
removed  to  Wisconsin.  Amos  Tufts  was  a large 
contractor  and  builder,  and  while  in  Milwaukee 
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He  came  to  Arkansas  in  1858,  settled  in  Carroll 
(now  Boone)  County,  and  became  the  owner  of  a 
large  amount  of  land.  He  continued  in  this  busi- 
ness until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  fall  of 
1801.  Mrs.  Wadley  died  in  the  same  county,  and 
on  the  old  homestead,  in  1871.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  live  of  whom  are  now 
living:  F.  M.,  Willis  N.  H. , Nancy  J.  (widow  of 

Gid  Miland),  Narcissus  (wife  of  Eli  Graham),  and 
Millie  A.  (wife  of  Harvie  Lacetield).  F.  M.  Wad- 
ley  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Middle 
Tennessee,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  live  years  came 
to  this  State  with  his  father,  settling  in  the  same 
county.  In  1801  he  joined  the  Confederate  forces, 
J.  O.  Lewis’  company  of  cavalry,  from  Fort  Smith, 
and  was  afterward  attached  to  Col.  Green’s  regi 
ment,  afterward  Campbell's  regiment,  and  re- 
mained with  this  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  in  quite  a number  of  battles  during  the  war, 
the  most  notable  being  Helena,  Glasgow  (Mo. ). 
Blue  Water  (Kas. ),  and  was  in  the  raid  through 
Missouri,  participating  in  all  the  engagements 
fought  during  that  raid.  He  received  but  one 
slight,  wound  during  his  service,  but  was  captured 
at  Doniphan,  Mo.,  in  1803,  and  sent  to  St.  Louis 
for  three  months.  From  there  he  was  taken  to 
Lynch's  Yard  for  a few  days,  and  then  sent  South 
and  exchanged  at  Vicksburg,  being  paroled  June 
15,  1805.  Returning  home  he  resumed  his  farm- 
ing operations  in  Boone  County,  but  moved  from 
there  to  Jackson  in  180 i,  engaging  in  merchan- 
dising, which  he  followed  for  twelve  or  fifteen 
years,  but  at  the  same,time  engaged  extensively  in 
farming.  He  also  carried  on  the  hotel  business  at 
Jackson  Port  for  some  time.  In  1882  he  moved 
close  to  Pine  Bluff,  where  he  tilled  the  soil  for 
three  years,  and  in  1885  came  to  Ouachita  County, 
Ark.  He  purchased  205  acres  of  tine  upland 
within  one  and  a half  miles  of  Camden,  with 
seventy -live  acres  improved.  He  has  a good  resi- 
dence and  substantial  outbuildings,  tenant-houses, 
etc.  He  raises  annually  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
bales  of  cotton,  also  plenty  of  corn,  hay  and  oats 
for  his  own  use,  with  some  to  spare,  everv  vear. 
He  has  been  three  times  married:  First,  in  1851,  to 
Miss  Fannie  Chappell,  of  Tennessee,  and  by  her 
became  the  father  of  ten  children,  only  two  now 
living:  Richard  W.  W.,  and  Augusta  B.  (wife  of 
Eli  Turveville).  Mrs.  Wadley  died  at  Russell  Sta- 
tion, White  County,  Ark.,  in  1n78,  and  in  1880  Mr. 
Wadley  married  Mrs.  Nancy  J.  Pierce,  who  died  in 
1887.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Amanda 
E.  Kirk,  of  Nevada  County,  in  1888.  and  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  and  , 
Baptist  Churches,  respectively.  Mr.  Wadley  is  j 


among  the  stirring,  industrious  farmers  of  this 
county,  and  one  who  takes  a decided  interest  in  all 
things  pertaining  to  the  good  of  the  same.  He  is 
a liberal  donator  to  churches,  schools,  etc. 

Joseph  G.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  the  leading  physi- 
cian of  Lafayette  Township,  was  born  in  South 
ampton  County,  Va. , August  1 G,  1815,  a son  of 
Benjamin  and  Martha  (Luter)  Wilson,  natives  of 
Virginia.  Benjamin  Wilson  was  born  in  1790, 
in  same  county  as  our  subject,  a son  of  James 
and  Patience  (Gray)  Wilson.  James  Wilson  was 
born  in  England,  and  emigrated  to  this  country 
with  his  parents  when  he  was  still  a boy.  He  was 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Bunker  Hill,  Yorktown  and 
Biandvwine.  being  wounded  in  the  calf  of  the  leg 
in  the  first  named  battle.  Dr.  Wilson  thinks  he 
served  in  Lee's  army.  He  died  in  1827  at  au  ad- 
vanced age.  Benjamin  Wilson  was  a soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  in  which  he  held  a commission 
as  captain  of  a company  stationed  at  Crany  Island, 
and  served  throughout  the  war.  He  was  au  old 
Virginia  planter,  owning  400  acres  of  land,  and  a 
few  slaves.  He  died  in  1839,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  died  in  1840.  They  were  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity  and 
six  are  still  living.  They  are  Sarah  (widow  of 
Daniel  Robins,  of  Alabama),  Rebecca  (widow  of 
Becam  Bonner,  of  Texas),  Joseph  G.  (the  subject 
of  this  sketch),  Wiley  I.  (a  farmer  of  Louisiana). 
Benjamin  B.  (farmer  of  Columbia  County),  Ada 
liua  (widow  of  H.  Smith,  of  Columbia  County). 
Dr.  Wilson  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Alabama,  to 
which  State  his  father  had  moved  in  1818.  In 
1834  he  married,  and  the  same  year  he  entered  a 
farm  in  Autauga  County,  Ala.,  and  commenced 
farming  for  himself.  In  1840  he  came  to  this 
State,  locating  in  this  county  and  township,  Inly- 
ing an  improved  farm  of  320  acres  on  which  he 
remained  ten  years.  He  then  removed  to  Colum- 
bia County,  where  he  remained  until  1806,  when 
he  returned  to  this  township  and  purchased  his 
present  farm,  five  and  one  half  miles  south  of 
Camden,  which  at  that  time  comprised  220  acres 
of  laud,  with  but  few  improvements,  on  which  he 
still  resides,  having  seventy  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. Dr.  Wilson  has  been  twice  married:  First, 
in  1834,  to  Miss  Penny  Rodgers,  a native  of  South 
Carolina,  born  in  1815,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Rodgers,  and  sister  of  Epliriam  Rodgers,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  She  was 
a member  of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church, 
and  died  in  1854,  leaving  a family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz. : Jona- 
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than  (a  farmer  in  Louisiana),  James  (deceased), 
William  (deceased),  Flavious  J.  (now  farming  in 
Columbia  County).  Virginia  Alabama  (now  Mrs. 
Mitchell,  of  Louisiana),  Mary  Ann  (deceased). 
Wells  H.  (farming  in  Garland  County),  Theodore 
(was  killed  in  a cyclone),  Martha  (is  now  Mrs. 
Ostery,  of  this  township).  Faton  B.  (is  farming 
in  'Garland  County),  and  Max  is  deceased.  In 
1839  Dr.  "Wilson  was  again  married,  this  time  to 
Frances  Elizabeth  llollison.  born  in  Alabama  in 
1835.  a daughter  of  Rufus  llollison,  a resident  of 
Alabama,  and  the  fruits  of  this  latter  marriage  were 
seven  children,  six  still  living,  viz.:  Ellen  A.  (the 
widow  of  B.  Riley,  now  living  with  her  father), 
Julia  (now  Mrs.  Fogh  of  this  township),  Polly 
(now  Mrs.  Fobes,  of  this  township),  Edward.  Na- 
thaniel and  Clarence  (at  home).  The  Doctor, 
although  advanced  in  years,  served  six  months  in 
the  Confederate  arm v.  enlisting  in  1864  in  Fagans' 
regiment  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  wa!r. 
He  also  had  six  sous  sons  in  the  Confederate  army, 
two  of  whom  lost  their  lives  for  the  cause.  Jona- 
than Wilson  was  in  twenty-two  general  engage- 
ments. Dr.  Wilson  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  at  his  home  about  1850  while  engaged 
in  farming  in  this  county,  studying  it  for  his  own 
enjoyment,  not  intending  to  practice,  but  in  1800 
j he  took  out  a license  and  has  ever  since  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine.  He  has  gained 
i an  excellent  reputation  all  through  the  country, 
and  at  the  present  time  has  a larger  practice,  and 
travels  over  more  territory  than  any  other  physi- 
cian in  the  county.  Both  the  Doctor  and  wife  are 
church  members,  the  former  worshiping  at  the 
Protestant  Methodist  and  the  latter  at  the  Baptist 
Church.  In  his  political  views  the  Doctor  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party. 

Elbert  S.  Yarbrough  is  another  of  the  old  set- 
tlers of  Marion  Township,  having  been  a resident 
of  this  county  since  1849.  He  was  born  May  30; 
1830,  in  Henry  County,  Tenn. , a son  of  William 
and  Lydia  (Morris)  Yarbrough,  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  William  S.  Yarbrough  was  born  in 
September,  1797,  in  Montgomery  County.  N.  C.,  a 
sou  of  James  Y'arbrough,  of  Irish  descent.  He 
was  a lifer  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  William  S. 
Yarbrough  was  reared  on  a farm  in  North  Carolina, 
and  followed  farming  all  his  life.  In  1820  he 
emigrated  from  Montgomery  County,  N.  C. , to 
Tennessee  with  his  family  and  household  goods  in 
a one-horse  wagon,  and  settled  first  in  Montgomery 
County.  Term.,  where  he  remained  for  about  one 


year,  then  went  to  Henry  County,  Tenn.,  where  he 
remained  until  1849,  at  which  time  he  again  emi- 
grated west,  coming  to  this  State  and  locating  in 
Ouachita  County,  where  he  bought  a claim  of 
eighty  acres  of  land,  about  sixty  acres  of  which 
were  cleared.  He  afterward  entered  400  acres,  on 
which  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1803.  He  and 
wife  were  both  members  of  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Church.  He  was  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  Morris,  who 
was  born  in  1798,  a daughter  of  Jeptha  Morris. 
Mr.  Morris’was  a native  of  Scotland;  his  parents 
died  while  he  was  still  quite  young,  and  while  yet 
a boy  he  was  brought  to  this  country  by  a colony 
of  his  countrymen  and  grew  up  in  North  Carolina, 
and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  wife 
died  in  1S05.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz. : Martha 
(unmarried  and  living  in  Columbia  County),  Elbert 
S.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch),  Nathan  (a  minister 
of  the  Primitive  Bapti-t  Church),  and  Ann  (who 
married  Mr.  Thomas  W.  A.  Yarbrough,  a third 
cousin,  and  now  lives  in  Columbia  County.  Mr. 
Yarbrough  came  to  this  county  when  he  was  nine- 
! teen  years  of  age,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  settlement  of  this  county.  He 
I commenced  working  for  himself  in  1852  at  farm 
labor.  In  1854  he  was  elected  bailiff  of  Marion 
Township,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  four 
years,  until  1858,  when  he  was  appointed  deputy 
sheriff  and  moved  to  Camden,  and  tilled  that  office 
until  1863.  He  then  moved  back  on  the  old  home- 
stead, where  he  remained  until  the  death  of  his 
mother.  On  account  of  ill  health  Mr.  Yarbrough 
did  not  take  part  in  the  late  war.  In  1865  he  pur- 
chased a farm  of  610  acres,  which  he  occupied 
until  1887.  when  he  sold  off  part  of  that  place  and 
purchased  his  present  farm  on  which  he  now  lives. 
He  now  owns  530  acres  of  land,  of  wffiich  100  are 
under  cultivation,  and  devotes  his  attention  chiefly 
to  the  raising  of  cotton.  He  was  married.  October 
27,  1859,  to  Prudence  W.  Ross,  a native  of  this 
county,  born  in  1841.  a daughter  of  Israel  Ross, 
of  this  township,  and  by  her  was  the  father  of  live 
children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz. : 
Annie  E..  Ida  V.  and  Asa  E.,  all  living  at  home. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yrarbrough  are  members  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Y'arbrough  is 
actively  interested  in  politics  and  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  all 
; wrork  for  the  good  of  the  county. 
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Dallas  County— Tulip,  Princeton  and  Fordyce,  ok  Past,  Present  and  Future— Ante  Bellum  Days 
ok  Wealth  and  Aristocracy— Schools  ok  Learning  and  Refinement— Religious 
Activity — The  Cross-Fire  of  1861-05 — Legal  Contests — Civil  Organ- 
ization—Her  Resources— Memoirs. 


--0^0- 


Men  who  their  duties  know. 

But  know  their  rights,  and  knowing,  dare  maintain. — Sir  W.  .Tones. 


. EW  counties  present  so  many 
striking  evidences  of  the  de- 
cayed past,  the  changing 
present,  and  the  blooming 
future,  as  does  this  inland 
county  of  Dallas,  in  'that 
region  almost  off  the  rail- 
sifcfiwavs  between  Camden,  Pine 
Bluff.  Mai  vein  and  Arka- 
delphia.  Nothing  better 
represents  these  variations  than 
old  Tulip  on  the  rich  Tulip  Ridge 
toward  Malvern,  Princeton,  the  old 
county  seat  in  the  center  of  the 
county,  and  bustling  Fordyce  in 
the  extreme  southeast  corner  on 
what  little  trunk  railway  the  coun- 
ty has  succeeded  in  capturing. 

Tulip  presents  a romantic  and  half  pathetic 
picture  to  the  passer-by.  It  is  a country  commu- 
nity, not  a town,  and  always  has  been.  Its  rich, 
cleared  uplands,  half  overgrown  agaiu  with  young 
pines,  with  here  and  there  picturesque  old  man- 
sions in  decay,  in  some  cases  are  occupied  by  the 
newly  awakened  colored  family,  who  dine  in  the 
rooms  where  their  elders  served  their  wealthy- 
white  masters,  in  ante  helium  days,  as  slaves.  On 
some  piazza  where  the  old-time  gentleman  sat  in 
princely  luxury,  viewing  his  broad  plantation,  now 
may  be  seen  some  garrulous  old  negro  “uncle  " or 
a younger  man  peering  into  the  pages  of  some 
school  book  in  search  of  an  education.  Forty  six 
years  ago  Col.  Bayless,  a Baptist  preacher,  opened 


a store  here  before  Princeton  had  begun,  and  very 
soon  a Frenchwoman  — Madame  De  Estemovere* — 
opened  a school  for  ladies,  on  account  of  the  health- 
fulness of  the  situation.  Her  name  was  (riven  to 

C 

the  school  and  community,  and  wealthy  planters 
from  Louisiana  located  here  for  s immer  residence. 
The  French  preceptress,  however,  proved  to  be  of 
poor  moral  fiber,  and  the  community  removed  both 
her  and  her  name,  and  Tulip  Creek  offered  a new 
name.’  Late  in  the  forties  Tulip  became  famous 
for  her  schools,  which  will  be  mentioned  farther 
on.  and  her  refinement  and  wealth.  It  had  local 
titles,  such  as  “Quality  Ridge,”  etc.  It  was  a 
place  of  residence  and  luxury,  with  little  business, 
only  a few’ stores  and  boarding-houses.  When  the 
war  came  on,  there  was  a general  exodus  to  the  far 
South,  and  the  ridge  was  deserted.  This  was  on 
the  armies’  paths,  and  plunder  and  tire  and  decay 
nearly  wiped  out  all  signs  of  civilization  during 
those  years.  The  rich  upland  could  not  remain 
long  idle,  and  a mixed  population  has  settled  there. 
A post-office,  two  stores  and  a school,  with  clus- 
tered farms,  constitute  the  place  now. 

Princeton  has  given  up  the  past,  and  seems 
waiting  to  take  up  with  the  possibilities  of  the  fut- 
ure-only a railway  is  wanting.  Let  her  story  be 
told.  In  1844  it  was  known  that  Dallas  County 
was  to  lie  formed,  and  measures  were  taken  to 
make  a town  in  the  center  of  the  proposed  county. 
Princeton  was  laid  out,  and  on  January  1,  1S45, 
the  county  was  formed,  and  this  decided  on  as  the 


* Spoilt: 
in  Dul las. 


1 as  remembered  by  Squire  Ramsay,  the  oldest  settlor 
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county  seat.  During  1815  it  settled  up.  Squire 
Ramsay,  the  only  carpenter  then  in  the  county, 
cleared  the  public  square,  after  Joe  Gray  surveyed 
it,  for  Squire  Ramsay,  Albert  Phillips  and  Hawes 
Coleman  were  commissioners  to  choose  the  site. 
One  Colbreath  entered  it.  and  about  §700  worth  of 
lots  were  sold  at  once.  The  first  house  was  ’ Squire 
Ramsay’s  dwelling,  and  the  second  was  a store 
kept  by  a Methodist  preacher — peddler.  The  next 
was  Col.  Elias  Dovda,  and  during  the  next' two 
years  were  a Mr.  Carr  and  the  Richmond  Bros. 
The  first  courts  were  held  in  Mr.  Watts'  house,  and 
in  1810  a court-house  was  built  on  the  east  side 
of  the  square,  on  the  lot  now  owned  by  Maj.  Har- 
ley. It  cost  §300  and  was  made  of  logs,  but  was 
used  down  to  1S52,  when  one  Smith  built  the  pres- 
ent court-house  at  a cost  of  §0,000.  Princeton 
schools  at  once  took  almost  as  high  a standing  as 
Tulip,  and  the  place  so  increased  that  by  1S60  it 
had  a population  of  about  750.  The  Lindsay  was 
a large  hotel,  now  destroyed;  a furniture  store, 
grist  and  saw  mills  and  tanneries  constituted  its 
manufactures.  During  the  war  the  place  suffered 
from  the  exodus  of  many  of  its  people  to  Louisiana 
and  Texas,  and  from  the  armies.  It  improved 
some  after  1S65  for  ten  years,  then  the  Iron 
Mountain  Railway,  in  1874-75,  and  Malvern  gave 
it  its  first  blow.  In  1882,  a few  years  later,  the  , 
“Cotton  Belt”  Railway  and  Fordvce  dealt  it  a still 
heavier  blow.  Business  men  moved  to  these  new 
places,  until  Princeton  now  has  but  six  stores  and 
a hotel,  with  a population  of  about  300.  They 
were  incorporated  in  1S54.  but  no  officers  have 
been  elected  for  some  time.  A Masonic  society 
exists,  and  several  churches  and  a school. 

Fordyce  is  in  the  bloom  of  robust  health.  Its 
site  was  partly  cleared  by  W.  W . Killabrew  before 
1850,  and  late  in  the  seventies  Henry  Atkinson,  a 
negro,  secured  it.  and  in  1881  sold  the  plat  to  Dr. 
A.  S.  Holderness  for  §118.  Dr.  Holderness  had 
located  a saw  mill  on  the  woolen-mills’  site,  and 
also  built  his  home.  The  railway  came  in  1882,  | 
i and  the  land  wras  sold  to  the  Southwestern  Im- 
! provement  Association,  who  platted  a town  late  in 
I 1882,  and  named  it  in  honor  of  S.  W.  Fordyce. 
president  of  the  railway  company.  The  railway 
only  crosses  the  southeast  prong  of  the  county, 
j and  the  plat  is  135  acres,  mostly  north  of  the 
track,  with  streets  perpendicular  and  parallel  to 
the  railway,  which  runs  northeast  and  southwest 
here.  J.  A.  Amos  A Bro.  built  the  first  store  on 
! the  corner  of  North  First  and  Chief  Streets,  and 
| . G.  1\  . Steverson  opened  a grocery  on  North  First. 

near  where  Chandler  Sc  Rowland  next  started  a 
I store.  Burger  Sc  Bro.  was  another  firm.  Cheat 


ham  Sc  Bro.  began  about  the  same  time.  Since 
that  time  (1882)  the  growth  has  been  continuous 
and  remarkable,  although  now  the  best  it  ever  has 
been.  Business  first  lined  North  First  Street,  with 
about  ten  stores,  two  liveries,  hotel  and  depot,  but 
about  1884  Smith  Sc  Bro.  began  a movement  up 
Chief  Street,  and  now  there  are  eighteen  stores  on 
both  sides  of  Chief,  most  of  which  are  fine  bricks, 
a building  movement  began  by  the  Hamptons  in 
1887.  The  population  is  estimated  at  2,300,  a 
magnificent  showing  for  an  eight  year- old,  and  it 
is  growing  its  best  still.  In  manufactures  are  the 
Acruman  Woolen  Mills,  with  a plant  of  over  §30,  - 
000,  was  built  in  1885;  the  Fordyce  Lumber  Com- 
pany, with  plant  and  four-mile  tramway;  the  Dry 
Run  Lumber  Company,  near  by,  with  eight  mile 
tramway;  the  Acruman  Sc  Porter  Mills,  the  Mat- 
tress Factory  of  Johns  & Bro.,  two  cotton  gins, 
the  Fordyce  Shingle  Mills,  the  Acruman  A Son 
Medicine  Company,  for  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  Acruman' s Eureka  Oil  and  Purgative  Peas, 
with  an  annual  trade  of  about  §50,000,  and  less 
important  enterprises.  The  town  has  a trade  from 
five  counties,  handles  8.000  to  9.000  bales  of  cot- 
ton, is  a community  of  marked  educational  and 
moral  tone,  with  no  saloons,  and  a class  of  busi- 
ness men  unsurpassed  in  intelligent,  energetic  en- 
terprise. It  is  estimated  that  four- fifths  of  its 
adults  are  members  of  churches.  Its  population 
has  been  attracted  mostly  from  Hampton,  Holly 
Springs,  Princeton,  Tulip.  Chambersville  and  a 
a few  other  places.  Its  remarkable  school  inter- 
ests will  be  noted  elsewhere.  The  bank  of  For- 
dvce. J.  E.  Hampton,  president,  has  a capital  of 
§25,000. 

The  Fordyce  Enterprise  was  the  first  newspaper 
in  the  county,  started  in  1884.  by  J.  M.  Rains.  In 
1889  a stock  company,  with  G.  M.  Hampton,  pres- 
ident, bought  it.  and  P.  H.  Thomas  has  since  been 
its  editor.  The  Labor  Advocate,  by  T.  H.  Clyde, 
and  another  small  paper  by  Samuel  Treadwell  had 
a short  existence. 

In  1885  Fordyce  was  incorporated,  with  the  fol 
lowing  successive  mayors:  Dr.  A.  S.  Holderness, 
H.  A.  Barnes,  T.  H.  Clyde,  G.  M.  Hampton  and 
W.  J.  Bunn.  They  are  now  arranging  a system 
of  sewerage,  grading,  etc.,  and  are  agitating  for 
electric  and  ice  plants. 

The  K.  of  P. . K.  of  H..  K.  of  L.  and  Masons 
have  white  societies,  while  many  colored  societies 
also  exist.  There  are  two  building  and  loan  asso- 
ciations. 

Dalark,  on  the  Dallas  and  Clark  County  lines 
and  so  named,  is  the.  child  of  the  Ultima  Thule. 
Arkadolphia  Sc  Mississippi  Railway,  which  was  be- 
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o;nn  in  1886.  with  a view'  to  passing  through 
Princeton  and  Fordyce.  hut  has  extended  only  live 
| miles  into  the  county  from  the  west.  It  has  sprung 
up  about  the  Arkadelphia  Lumber  Company’s  plant, 
and  is  really  a mill  town,  with  several  stores. 

Holly  Springs  is  both  a village  and  beautiful 
springs,  once  in  a grove  of  holly  trees.  It  became 
a point  early  in  the  forties,  and  by  1850  it  had  two 
merchants.  Its  deeds  of  land  prohibit  the  liquor 
traffic  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  property.  It  now 
has  six  stores,  the  Holly  Springs  Lumber  Com 
pany’s  Mills  and  two  churches,  and  a school. 

Other  places  are  Dry  Run,  with  mill  and  store, 
on  the  railway ; Fairview,  post-office  and  store:  Ivy, 
a store  and  post-office;  Nix,  a mill,  gin  and  post  of- 
fice; Pine  Grove,  a post-office  and  store:  Ramsay, 

| Saline  and  Willow,  post-offices.  One  other  line— 
the  New'  Orleans,  Natchez  and  Great  Northwestern 
Railway — is  projected. 

When  Squire  Ramsay  came  to  what  is  now 
, Dallas  County,  in  1842  (then  Clark  County),  he 
i found  nothing  but  Indian  trails,  traveled  by  horse- 
i back,  with  four  families  in  the  Tulip  settlement  — 

: Presley  Watts,  Henry  Gray,  James  Kennedy  and 

! Moses  Overton;  a few’  bear  hunters — Colbreatli  and 
bis  son.  near  Squire  Ramsay's  home,  and  Doris 
and  his  sons,  on  Cypress  Creek:  the  Rux  Farm 
overseers.  Maj.  Owens,  and  Messrs.  Hudson, 
Strong  and  Joe  Gray,  elsewhere.  In  1S43  they 
| came  in  rapidly  from  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and 
Alabama.  There  was  but  one  house  from  Prince- 
ton to  Malvern  sites,  and  the  Choctaw  Indian  hunt- 
j ers  roamed  over  the  country.  Bears,  deer,  panthers, 
wild-cats,  catamouuts  and  elks  were  common.  Deer 
1 were  “thick  as  hogs,  and  turkeys  wouldn’t  get  out 
of  your  way,”  says  the  old  carpenter,  Squire 
Ramsay.  Indian  trails  ran  from  Arkadelphia  to 
Pine  Bluff,  up  the  Saline  to  Little  Rock,  and  to 
Ecore  a Fabre — now  Camden.  Many  came  in 
1844,  and  from  that  on  to  the  war.  Little  Rock 
was  the  nearest  first  market:  Camden,  about  1845; 
Malvern,  in  1875;  and  Fordyce.  in  1882. 

Col.  Bayless'  store  at  Tulip  was  the  first  in  the 
county.  About  it  soon  grew  a wealthy  settlement. 
Among  the  wealthy  ones,  owning  the  §100.000  and 
more,  were  John  Eaton.  Judge  W.  L.  Somerville. 
S'.  R.  Truesdall.  several  Smiths,  Maj.  T J.  Reed. 
Alex  Butler.  J.  A.  Patillo.  Taylor,  and  others. 

The  first  justice  wTas  Warner  Rux,  and  the  sec 
ond  A.  Ramsay,  who  held  the  office  forty  years, 
the  first  mill  was  Wash's  water-mill,  on  Tulip 
Creek.  Princeton,  the  oldest  post  office,  had  Col. 
Dortch  as  first  postmaster. 

Dallas  has  excelled  in  educational  interest. 
The  Tulip  schools  were  famous  in  the  State.  Pine 


Bluff  sent  there.  The  Ouachita  Conference  College 
for  girls,  the  Arkansas  Military  Institute  for  boys, 
were  noted  schools.  At  Princeton  their  male  and 
female  academies,  chartered  in  1854.  and  both  still 
in  operation,  have  also  been  excellent.  Young 
Fordyce  keeps  up  the  reputation.  The  Method 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  Conference  Training 
School,  at  the  foot  of  Chief  Street,  was  erected  by 
the  citizens  in  1888.  led  by  Dr.  Holderness.  J.  D. 
Dunn,  Hampton  Bros.,  G.  C.  Story,  E.  A.  Acru- 
man  and  others,  and  given  to  the  Little  Rock  Con- 
ference. Its  cost  was.  entire,  about  810,000.  and 
the  frame,  two- story,  with  seven  rooms  and  four  in- 
structors, under  Principal  J.  D.  Clary,  B.  A . en- 
ables students  to  prepare  for  any  Methodist  college. 
There  -were  125  enrolled  last  year.  The  Clyde 
School,  built  by  T.  H.  Clyde,  is  another  private 
school  here.  The  public  school  (white)  has  a §3,- 
000  building  and  four  teachers,  while  the  colored 
high  school  is  a §2,000  structure,  employs  two 
teachers  and  enjoys  advanced  study. 

The  public  schools  of  the  county  became  effect- 
ive about  1874,  and  are  now  so  popular  that  al 
most  all  the  special  tax  is  voted.  There  are  now 
forty  three  districts,  and  there  lias  been  exceptional 
improvement  in  the  last  two  years.  Fordyce. 
Princeton  and  Holly  Springs  are  the  only  places 
that  have  more  than  one  teacher.  In  1888  Dallas 
had  1,923  white  and  1.116  colored  children,  or 
3,039.  With  40  districts.  27  not  reporting.  1.026 
white  and  561  colored  were  taught,  or  1,587  out  of 
3,039.  In  written  arithmetic  were  415:  252  were 
in  history,  and  32  in  higher  branches.  This,  of 
course,  does  not  consider  those  in  the  excellent 
private  schools.  Of  60  teachers  employed.  45  were 
males.  There  were  22  school  buildings  in  18N§. 
frame  and  log.  valued  at  §3,413.75.  In  funds  a 
total  of  §10.826.11  was  received,  and  §6.020.67 
expended,  of  which  the  teachers’  salaries  reached 
§4,919.74.  The  successive  examiners  have  been 
Maj.  Harley.  Dr.  L.  D.  Cooper.  C.  S.  Jones.  W. 
C.  Holmes.  H.  R.  Thomas  and  M.  M.  Duffie. 

About  1843  the  first  Methodist  preacher  arrived, 
but  it  was  1S45  when  Rev.  Hayes  organized  the 
first  class,  at  Princeton,  and  in  1846  built  the  first 
church.  Col.  Bavless  was  the  first  Baptist  preacher, 
and  a society  was  organized  about  1 846.  with  a build- 
ing the  following  year.  About  1S46  Rev.  Banks,  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  began,  at  Princeton,  and 
about  1850-57  a church  was  built.  Primitive 
Baptists  settletl  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county 
early,  and  the  Christians  or  Disciples  about  1N50- 
51.  At  present  the  Methodists  and  Baptists  lead 
them  all,  the  Presbyterians  follow,  the  Free  Meth- 
odists next,  then  the  Primitive  Baptists,  with  a 
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few  Disciples,  Jews  and  Catholics.  Fordyce  has 
five  churches,  a Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
and  a Christian  Endeavor  Society.  The  colored 
people  are  chiefly  Methodists  and  Baptists. 

Dallas  has  a situation  at  the  crossing  of  the 
great  highways  between  Little  Rock  and  Camden, 
and  Pine  Bluff  and  Arkadelphia.  So  when  the 
great  Civil  War  arose  it  was  bound  to  be  crossed 
and  re-crossed,  harried  and  foraged  until  it  became 
a wilderness  almost. 

In  1S00  she  had  a white  population  of  4,788 
whites,  and  3,495  negro  slaves.  The  county  had 
always  been  Democratic,  and  the  vote  of  1860  was 
given  chiefly  to  Breckinridge,  with  a few  for  Bell 
and  less  for  Douglas.  Their  delegate  to  the  Little 
Rock  Convention,  Judge  R.  T.  Fuller,  was  a 
Whig,  and  voted  against  secession  at  the  first  meet- 
ing, but  with  the  great  majority  in  May.  Then, 
the  companies  were  organized.  First  came  that  of 
Capt.  Alexander  at  Tulip,  for  the  Third  Arkansas 
Infantry.  Then  Capt.  William  Holmes  took  a 
cavalry  force  from  Princeton  for  the  Third  Arkan- 
sas Cavalry,  with  Lieuts.  O.  C.  Gray  and  Robert 
Dedman,  on  May  29.  Capt.  Holmes  was  killed, 
and  both  lieutenants  successively  became  captain. 
They  surrendered  at  Bentonville,  iD  t.fio  Caroliuas. 
Capt.  Feaster’s  company  went  next  mto  the  Sixth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  with  Lieuts.  M.  M.  Duffie  and 
N.  Ketchum,  the  former  of  whom  became  captain 
and  major  successively.  Capt.  Feaster  became 
major  and  lieutenant-colonel.  They  also  surrend- 
ered at  Bentonville.  Capts.  Flippin,  E.  P.  Chand- 
ler, of  Holly  Springs,  McClendon  and  Goodgame, 
all  had  companies  with  Dallas  men  in  them. 

In  the  winter  of  1863-64,  Marmaduke  and 
Shelby  wintered  at  Princeton,  where  they  collected 
all  the  corn  near  by,  and  then  run  in  the  hogs,  the 
combination  of  which  made  some  savory  pork  for 
the  soldiers.  When  Gen.  Steele  started  back  to 
Little  Rock,  he  was  pursued,  and,  had  not  Gen. 
Fagan  accidentally  left  Jenkins’  Ferry  for  a corn 
forage,  Steele  would  have  suffered  badly.  As  it 
was,  Steele  raced  through  Princeton,  with  Price’s 
cavalry  after  him.  At  the  ferry  a battle  took  place, 
well  known  in  war  annals.  Of  the  Federals  200 
were  killed,  and  955  wounded,  while  the  Southern 
forces  lost  300  killed,  and  the  same  number 
wounded.  The  wounded  were  brought  to  Prince- 
ton by  hundreds,  and  the  place  became  a veritable 
hospital,  while  the  dead  of  both  sides  were  buried 
here.  The  Federals  were  soon  removed  however. 
After  this  several  regiments  passed  and  repassed 
through  the  county.  Gen.  Clayton  being  the  first 
Federal  after  the  Jenkins’  Ferry  action.  For  a 
long  time  there  was  no  white  man  in  the  county 


1 but  Maj.  Harley.  Less  than  half  returned  after 
the  war.  The  county  had  furnished  about  600 
men. 

The  first  circuit  court  record  says:  ‘“Be  it  re- 
membered that  at  a term  of  the  circuit  court  be- 
gun and  held  on  this  the  20th  day  of  October,  A. 
I).,  1845,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Dallas,  and 
State  of  Arkansas,  the  Honorable  William  II.  Sutton, 

: presiding  judge  of  said  court,  etc.”  The  grand 
' jurors  were  John  Hasty,  Henry  Kellam,  M. 
Moore,  Pleasant  May,  Samuel  Wyatt,  R.  J.  AN  il 
cox.  Alex  Dorch,  William  Overman,  John  Jester, 
S.  S.  Shattock,  J.  B.  House,  J.  B.  Phillips,  Joseph 
Bird,  Joe  Gray,  James  Eason,  J.  Bunn,  David 

Hall,  J.  M.  , A.  Ramsay  and  Thomas 

Stanley,  while  the  petit  jury  roll  was  William 
Owens,  Henry  Gray.  E.  Dickinson,  Joseph  Speer, 
S.  M.  Cain,  R.  Iv.  Barham,  B.  R.  Lawrence,  E. 
M.  Harris,  B.  B.  Lyle,  W.  B.  Langley,  W.  Iv. 
Frazier  and  Isaac  O'Brien. 

Among  the  earlv  attorneys  were  S.  G.  Smith. 
C.  P.  Barbee.  T.  F.  Sorrells,* R.  T.  Fuller.  B.  T. 

I Selman,  R.  B.  Norment,  F.  W.  Compton,  H.  H. 
Coleman,  John  and  ‘“Jack”  Brown.  The  present 
bar  of  the  county  embraces  R.  T.  F uller.  R . H.  Ded- 
I man  and  M.  M.  Duffie  of  Princeton,  and  R.  C. 
Fuller,  Mat.  Cramer,  D.  McCreary,  and  T.  I. 
Thornton  of  Fordyce.  About  1855  a case  in 
I which  Dr.  Coker  claimed  a dozen  or  so  negro 
slaves,  attracted  considerable  atte:  uion.  So  also  did 
the  trial  of  David  Kennedy,  for  the  murder  of  Joe 
Tyre’,  the  first  prominent  murder  case.  He  was 
acquitted.  There  has  been  no  capital  cases  in  her 
history.  About  1866  the  W heat  vs.  Dodson  case, 
became  a “ leading  case  ” on  the  doctrine  of  re- 
coupment. The  Reeves  and  Barrett  case  of  the 
last  few  years,  on  the  construction  of  a will,  was 
another  case  that  went  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

As  has  been  noticed,  Dallas  County  was  formed 
from  Clark  on  January  1,  1845,  with  Princeton, 
as  the  county  seat.  The  county  court  first  met  on 
April  28.  but  adjourned.  The  officers  were:  Judge. 
William  Owens;  clerk,  Presley  \\  atts;  sheriff.  P. 
S.  Bethel;  treasurer,  J.  H.  Wyatt;  coroner,  J.  T. 
Craig,  and  surveyor.  W.  R.  McCoy.  On  June  25. 
A.  Ramsay,  J.  P.  Hall  and  J.  McFaddin  elected 
H.  H.  Coleman,  judge,  on  aceouut  of  the  resig- 
nation  of  Judge  Owens.  Princeton  and  Jackson 
were  early  townships.  Now  there  are  nine:  Prince- 
ton, Smith,  Chester,  Dry  Run,  Jackson,  Fordyce, 
Holly  Springs,  Owen  and  Manchester.  Parts  of 
two  townships  have  been  given  to  Cleveland 
County,  in  1872,  and  Clark,  in  1869.  The  ex- 
penditures of  the  county,  for  last  year,  were 
•89,235.98,  and  the  receipts  §5,369.87,  while 
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$3,979.34.  were  previously  outstanding  warrants. 
The  present  jail,  built  about  1880,  cost  probably 
$3,500.  The  two  main  road  systems  are  those 
from  Princeton  to  Malvern,  Pine  Bluff.  Fordyce, 
Camden.  Holly  Springs,  Dalark  and  Arkadelphia, 
and  those  from  Fordyce  to  Princeton.  Ivy  and 
Holly  Springs. 

The  land  entries  recorded  previous  to  1840  are, 
in  1836,  W.  L.  Williams,  A.  K.  Govan.  W.  L. 
Bodley,  Calaway,  Ed  Davis,  R.  H.  McEwen.  Ben 
son  & McEwen,  M.  Gilchrist,  Skinner  & Emmett. 
Lew  Randolph,  M.  W.  Campbell.  T.  W.  & G.  W. 
Gill,  Gwinn  & Davis,  B.  Dickerson.  J.  M.  Trigg, 

J.  D.  Scott,  W.  Bryan,  J.  Dorris  J.  Best.  D.  R. 
Colter,  S.  A.  Edmonson;  in  1837.  N.  Strong,  R. 

J.  Rambeau.  R.  McCargo.  J.  T.  Jones.  George 
Gray,  Randolph  & Nichols,  W.  T.  Rux,  H.  D.  Ma- 
son, Thomas  Jones,  Gibbs,  Rux  & Owen,  J. 
Walker,  and  P.  E.  and  A.  J.  Reddith:  in  1S3S, 
N.  K.  Jones.  M.  Johnson  and  D.  Morrison;  in 
1839,  S.  B.  Harper  and  W.  B.  Holloway. 

Dallas  has  a full  list  of  officers.  Judges — 
William  Owen,  1845-46;  H.  H.  Coleman.  1846-48; 
John  Brown,  1848—50;  J.  W.  Thomasson.  1850—52; 
W.  L.  Summerville,  1852-54;  Presley  Watts, 
1854-60;  E.  R.  Harrison,  1860-64;  W.  R.  Har- 
ley, 1S64-68;  A.  A.  Sullenberger,  1868-72; — 

; W.  R.  Harley,  1874-78;  E.  H.  Green. 

187S-S0;  T.  Peterson,  1880-86;  E.  H.  Green, 
1886-88;  and  S.  H.  Smith.  1888-90. 

Clerks — Preslev  Watts,  1845-52;  Joseph 
Gray,  1852-58;  J.  H.  Brooks,  1858-62:  J.  L. 
Cheatham,  1862-68;  G.  W.  Mallett.  1868-72:  J. 
L.  Cheatham,  1872-74:  E.  M.  Harris.  1874-80; 
and  R.  A.  Lea,  1880-90. 

Sheriffs— P.  S.  Bethel.  1845-46;  E.  M.  Har-  i 
ris.  1846-50;  H.  M.  Bouldin.  1850-54;  W.  B. 
Halloway.  1854-60;  W.  Daniels,  1860-66:  G.  W.  ! 
Mallett,  1866-68:  G.  B.  Doty,  1868-72;  R.  W. 
Cheatham.  1872-74:  Robert  Ross,  1874-80:  J.  T.  I 
Holloway,  1880-82;  N.  A.  Clark.  1882-90. 

Treasurers — J.  H.  Wyatt,  1845-48:  A.  H 
Phillips,  1848-50:  N.  F.  Goodrich,  1850-52:  G.  W. 
Mallett,  1852-56:  N.  F.  Goodrich.  1856— 58:  S. 
H.  Jones.  1858-62:  G.  V.  Childers,  1862-64;  J. 

R.  Broach.  1864-66;  J.  R.  Westbrook,  1S66-68; 

J.  R.  Harris.  1868-72:  E.  H.  Green.  1872-74: 

B.  H.  Holmes.  1874-80;  and  Lewis  Amis.  1880-90. 

Coroners — J.  T.  Craig,  1845-46:  L.  D.  Coop 
er.  1846-50:  H.  Stanfield,  1850-52:  J.  Council. 
1852—54;  B.  N.  Barries,  18. >4— 56;  J.  Council, 
1856—58;  H.  Lindsey.  1 80.8—60;  S.  D.  Cooper. 
1865  on:  A.  Matlock,  1 S < 2 — < 4 ; J.  B.  Wheeler. 
1874—  <6:  It.  J.  Bass,  1876-78;  S.  Winstead 
1878-80;  J.  Estis.  1880-82;  W.  H.  Young, 


1882-S4;  D.  A.  St  ell,  1884-86:  E.  Pool,  1886-88: 

1 and  M.  M.  Duffie,  1888-90. 

Surveyors — W.  R.  McCoy.  1845  46;  C.  Hum- 
phreys, 1846—50:  John  Pryor.  1850-56;  W.  R. 
McKav.  1856-58:  S.  T.  Woodworth,  1858-60;  J. 

; A.  Russell,  1860-62;  W.  Orr,  1862-64;  A.  Lang- 
t ston,  1864-66:  W.  T.  Wozencraft,  1866-76;  G. 
M.  D.  Overman,  1876—86;  I.  \\  . Holmes,  1886-90. 

Assessors — W.  H.  Smith,  1868-72;  \\  . H. 

Reed,  1872-74;  A.  L Russell.  1874-78;  J.  L. 
Walsh.  1878-80:  N.  A.  Clark,  1880-82;  W.  A. 
Hawkins,  1882-88;  and  R.  F.  Holmes,  1888-90. 

Dallas  was  the  forty-ninth  county  organized,  and 
her  Legislators  began  in  1848-49,  with  W.  F. 
Smith  in  the  House;  in  1850  -51,  G.  C.  Eaton, 
House;  in  1854-55,  W.  T.  M.  Holmes.  House; 
in  1856-57,  J.  M.  Lea.  House;  in  1858-59.  M.  M. 
Duffie.  House;  in  1860-61-62,  Joseph  Gray,  Senate, 
and  E.  M.  Harris.  House;  in  1862,  E.  M.  Harris, 
i House;  in  1864-65,  James  Kennedy.  House;  in  the 
Confederate  Legislature  in  1864,  E.  M.  Harris. 
House;  in  1866-67,  A.  HuDter,  Senate,  and  F.  J. 
Cameron,  House;  in  1868-69.  G.  H.  Kyle.  House; 
in  1871.  W.  R.  Harley,  House;  in  1873.  W. 

R.  Harley.  House:  under  Gov.  Baxter  in  1874. 
j M.  M.  Duffie,  House;  in  18(4-75.  W.  C.  Barrett. 

House:  in  1877.  51.  51.  Duffie,  Senate,  and  Robert 
5Iartin,  House;  in  1879.  51.  51.  Duffie,  Senate, 
and  W.  Owens.  House:  in  1881.  W.  C.  Barrett. 
House;  in  1883.  W.  R.  Harley.  House:  in  1885. 
W.  L.  Patterson.  House:  in  1887,  A’.  L.  Patter- 
son,’House:  in  1889,  W.  L.  Patterson,  Senate,  and 
J.  O.  Browning,  House. 

In  Constitutional  Convention  in  1861 — R.  T. 
Fuller:  1864,  R.  H.  Stanfield  and  A.  J.  Eden: 
1868.  G.  H.  Kyle;  in  1874.  W.  D.  Leiper. 

Her  citizens  have  served  on  the  bench  from 
circuit  to  supreme  court  also. 

Dallas’  vote  in  1888  for  President,  gave  Cleve- 
land, 676;  Harrison.  425:  Streeter.  35.  and  Fiske. 
22.  On  Constitutional  Convention  in  1888.  844  to 
85  against  it.  and  on  licenses  for  liquors  in  1888. 
there  were  694  to  318  against  it. 

Her  population  in  1850,  was  6,8  < 7 ; in  1860, 

S. 283;  in  1870.  5.707;  in  1880.  6.505;  and  in  1890, 
8,710.  The  white  element  in  18(50-70-80.  was  re- 
spectively as  follows:  4. 788,  3,956  and  4,299.  Only 
9 and  18  were  foreign  born  in  1870  and  1880, 
respectively. 

Dallas,  with  674  square  miles,  surrounded  bv 
Hot  Springs,  Grant,  Cleveland.  Calhoun,  Ouachita 
and  Clark  Counties,  lies  between  the  Ouachita  and 
the  Saline  and  5Ioro  Rivers,  with  the  water  shed 
taking  an  eastern  convex,  passing  through  Tulip  and 
east  of  Princeton  to  the  south.  The  Cypress,  and 
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East  and  West  Tulip  Creeks  are  on  the  west  and 
tiie  Moro  on  the  east.  The  bottoms  of  the  Cypress 
and  Moro  are  about  a mile  wide.  Tulip  Ridge  is  a 
high,  rich,  healthful  upland.  The  stream  lands 
are  a sandy  loam,  and  the  walnut  ridges  are  rich 
clay.  Mineral  springs  are  abundant,  especially 
iron  and  sulphur.  Clays  are  excellent,  ami  there 
are  signs  of  iron  and  coal.  The  timber  - pine, 
oaks,  cypress,  hickory,  ash.  walnut,  holly  gum  and 
beech — are  almost  untouched,  except  at  Dalark  and 
Fordyce,  where  the  chief  mill.-,  are  in  operation. 
Cotton,  corn,  some  wheat  and  potatoes  are  grown 
easily.  Pears,  peaches  and  berries  do  well.  Sheep 
are  the  best  stock,  and,  altogether,  Dallas  presents 
au  excellent  field  that  is  worth  the  advent  of  a rail- 
way to  develop  it. 


Lewis  Amis,  Sr.,  merchant,  Princeton.  Ark. 
Foremost  among  those  engaged  in  merchandisincr 
in  Princeton  is  Mr.  Amis,  who  has  built  up  a trade 
which  will  rank  among  the  largest  in  the  county. 
This  gentleman  was  born  in  North  Carolina.  Gran- 
ville County,  on  December  22,  1822,  and  is  the  son 
of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Downey)  Amis,  natives 
also  of  Granville  County.  N.  C.  The  father  was 
born  in  1790,  and  was  a successful  agriculturist. 
He  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1S12,  and  was 
stationed  at  Norfolk.  Ya.  He  was  also  a colonel 
in  the  militia.  For  many  years  he  held  the  office 
of  magistrate,  and  was  a man  universally  esteemed. 
He  was  widely  known,  was  a Whig  in  politics,  and 
was  prominent  in  both  political  and  church  circles. 
He  died  in  his  native  county  in  1840,  and  the 
mother  also  died  there  eight  years  later.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  took  great  interest  in  religious  matters.  Of 
the  eight  children  born  to  his  parents.  Lewis  Amis 
was  third  in  order  of  birth.  He  received  his  pri- 
mary education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county, 
and  supplemented  the  same  by  attending  Chapel 
Hill  College.  Orange  County.  N.  C.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  he  commenced  farming,  then 
moved  to  Georgia  in  1857.  and  from  there  to  Dal- 
las County.  Ark.,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
Upon  coming  to  Princeton  he  embarked  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits,  and  this  he  has  since  continued  with 
the  greatest  success  He  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Southern  States  during  the  late  war.  and  was  in 
the  commissary  department.  Previous  to  this,  in 
October.  1843.  he  had  married  Miss  Martha  Amis, 
a native  of  Granville  County,  N.  and  the 
daughter  of  William  Amis.  She  died  in  North 
Carolina.  The  fruits  of  this  union  were  two  chi! 


dren:  Martha  (wife  of  William  M.  Adams,  a 

farmer  of  Texas),  and  Joseph  Warren  (deceased, 
who  was  in  business  with  his  father).  On  June 
1.  1852.  Mr.  Amis  married  Miss  Martha  Daniel, 
the  daughter  uf  Lewis  Daniel  of  North  Caro 
lina,  and  she  died  on  August  10,  1889.  She 
was  born  on  August  16,  1835.  The  children  born 
to  this  marriage  were  seven  in  number:  Walter  S. 
(attorney  of  Cleveland  County),  Eugene  H.  (a  Pres- 
byterian minister  now  in  Kentucky),  Betsy  (wife 
of  H.  R.  Thomas,  a farmer  of  this  county),  Amy 
F.  (wife  of  R.  C.  Wilkins,  commercial  traveler. 
Pine  Bluff.  Ark.),  Lewis,  Jr.  (merchandising  at 
Princeton,  and  a partner  with  his  father),  Alice 
and  Mary.  Mr.  Amis  was  couutv  treasurer  for  ten 
years,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  a Democrat  in  politics. 

James  A.  Amis,  general  merchant,  Fordyce, 
Ark.  Mr.  Amis  established  his  business  in  For- 
dyce in  1883,  and  carries  a stock  of  goods,  the 
average  value  of  which  is  about  §5,000,  with  annual 
sales  of  from  §10,000  to  §15.000.  He  was  born 
in  Granville  County.  N.  C.,  in  1829,  and  is  the 
son  of  Col.  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Downey)  Amis, 
and  the  grandson  of  James  Lewis  Amis,  who  emi 
grated  from  Virginia  to  North  Carolina,  at  an  early 
day,  and  there  successfully  tilled  the  soil  until  his 
death.  The  maternal  grandfather.  James  Downey, 
was  a farmer  and  died  in  Granville  County.  N.  C. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  in  Granville 
County.  N.  C.,  and  there  they  spent  their  entire 
lives,  the  father  dying  in  1840  and  the  mother  in 
1845.  The  former  was  of  French  Huguenot  de- 
scent. was  a colonel  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  by 
occupation  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father. 
James  A.  Amis,  the  fifth  of  eight  children,  two 
now  living:  Lewis  and  subject,  assisted  his  father 
on  the  farm  until  ten  years  of  age,  or  until  the 
death  of  the  latter,  when  he  entered  Caldwell  In- 
stitute, Hillsboro,  N.  C..  and  there  remained  for 
several  years.  He  then  attended  Jefferson  College, 
at  Cannonsburg.  Penn.,  and  graduated  from  that 
institution  about  1857.  After  this  he  followed 
merchandising  at  Greensboro.  N.  C. , until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  and  served 
about  two  years  in  Virginia  army.  He  was  then 
discharged  on  ’account  of  disability.  He  was 
captured  at  the  seven  days'  light,  and  imprisoned 
several  weeks  near  Fortress  Monroe.  After  being 
exchanged  he  hired  a substitute  for  §1,000,  and 
lie  then  engaged  in  teaching.  Later  he  ran  the 
blockade  and  took  a cargo  of  tobacco  to  New 
York.  In  1867  he  canto  to  Arkansas  and  engaged 
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iu  merchandising  at  Princeton,  where  he  continued  1 
until  1883.  He  then  moved  to  Fordyce,  where  he 
has  been  one  of  the  leading  merchants  since.  He  j 
was  married  in  ISOS,-  to  Miss  Bettie  Taylor,  who 
was  left  an  orphan  when  young,  and  was  reared  ! 
by  an  uncle,  Judge  Presley  Watts.  Mr  Amis  has 
a good  home  and  good  business  property  in  For 
dyce  and  is  also  the  owner  of  considerable  real 
estate.  In  politics  he  is  a conservative  Democrat, 
was  formerly  a Whig,  and  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Scott  in  1852.  Mrs.  Amis  is  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Edward  Atkinson,  stock  dealer,  farmer  and 
notary  public,  Fordyce,  Ark.  There  was  born  in 
Christian  County,  Ivy.,  in  1843,  to  Col.  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  (Lamuels)  Atkinson,  a son.  whom  we 
now  take  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
the  ninth  of  ten  children — seven  sons  and  three  j 
daughters — and  received  but  verv  little  schooling. 

In  1861.  when  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  en  | 
listed  in  the  Fifth  Arkansas  Infantry,  Company"  i 
C.  and  served  one  year  iu  Missouri  and  Kentucky,  j 
He  then  received  a furlough,  returned  home,  and  j 
soon  after  joined  Company  B.  First  Arkansas  Cav-  ! 
alrv.  operating  in  Arkansas,  Missouri.  Indian  i 
Territory,  Louisiana  and  Texas.  He  was  in  the  ; 
tights  at  Back  Bone  Mountain,  Fayetteville.  Pine 
Bluff,  Poison  Springs,  Mark's  Mill,  and  all  throucrh 
Price’s  raid  through  Missouri.  His  brother,  James 
Polk  Atkinson,  was  with  him  and  was  killed  at 
Pilot  Knob.  Mo.  Our  subject  was  wounded  at  : 
Poison  Springs.  He  surrendered  at  Trinity  River,  j 
Tex.,  in  June,  1865.  The  last  year  he  was  ser  i 
geant.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  farm  life,  j 
and  was  married  in  1875  to  Miss  Belle  Harrison,  a \ 
native  of  Dallas  County,  and  the  daughter  of  Judge  j 
Edmund  and  Eliza  Harrison,  who  were  born  in  i 
North  Carolina.  From  that  State  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Har-  I 
rison  emigrated  to  Kentucky,  thence  to  Tennessee,  I 
and  about  1850  to  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  settling  in  i 
the  woods  near  Princeton.  They  afterward  moved 
to  what  is  now  Cleveland  County,  and  there  the 
Judge  died  in  August.  1865.  He  was  a member  of  , 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  is  his  widow,  i 
who  is  now  living.  He  was  county  judge  of  Dallas 
County"  for  some  time,  and  was  a member  of  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atkinson 
resulted  iu  the  birth  of  live  children — four  sons  and 
a daughter.  Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Atkinson  has 
lived  adjoining  Fordyce,  where  he  has  about  500 
acres  of  land.  For  some  years  lie  has  been  dealing 
in  horses  and  mules,  buying  in  Texas  and  selling  at 
home.  He  is  a surveyor,  was  justice  of  the  peace 
a number  of  years,  and  is  now  notary  public.  In 
politics  lie  is  a Democrat,  his  tirst  presidential 


vote  being  for  Horace  Greeley,  and  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  H.  at  Fordyce.  Mrs.  Atkin- 
son is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Atkinson's  parents  were  born  iu 
Person  County,  N.  C. , in  1791  .and  1804,  respect- 
ively, and  were  married  in  that  county".  From 
there  they  removed  to  Tennessee,  and  a few  years 
afterward  to  Christian  County.  Ky. , and  thence,  on 
January  1,  1849,  to  what  is  now"  Cleveland  County, 
Ark.  There  they  resided  until  1860,  when  they 
moved  to  Dallas  County,  and  there  passed  the  re 
mainder  of  their  days,  the  mother  dying  on  Janu- 
ary 1,  1874,  and  the  father  on  June  16,  of  the 
same  year.  Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  for  many  years.  They  were  among  the. 
pioneer  settlers  of  this  region,  and  improved  a 
number  of  good  farms.  Mr  Atkinson  was  a great 
hunter  and  took  a prominent  part  iu  subduing  the 
dangers  of  pioneer  life.  He  was  a colonel  of  mili- 
tia at  an  early  day",  and  was  in  the  \\  ar  of  1812. 
at  the  battle  of  Horseshoe  Bend.  He  was  a promi- 
nent Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  had  a brother,  Henry" 
Atkinson,  who  was  a great  Indian  tighter,  and  died 
a great  many  years  ago  in  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo. 
His  father,  John  Atkinson,  came  from  England  to 
America  before  the  Revolutionary  M ar,  and  was 
married  in  North  Carolina,  where  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Frances  Parsons,  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and 
died  in  Christian  County,  Ky. , on  the  farm  where 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Josiah  Lamuels,  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  and  w'as  of  Scotch  descent.  He  died  in 
North  Carolina.  His  wife  died  at  the  home  of  her 
grandson,  Edward  Atkinson,  on  September  3.  IS  <5, 
at  a good  old  age. 

John  W.  Barrett,  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 
Bearden,  ArF  Among  the  people  of  Dallas  Coun- 
ty the  name  that  heads  this  sketch  is  by  no  means 
an  unfamiliar  one,  for  many  years  he  has  been 
actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  in  this  county".  Mr.  Barrett  was  born 
in  Clark  County,  Ga.,  in  1840,  and  is  the  son  of 
James  W.  and  Mary  A..  (Pruyer)  Barrett,  born  in 
Blount  County.  Term.,  in  1808.  and  Clark  County. 
Ga. , in  181  '1.  respectively".  The  father  went  to 
Clark  County,  Ga. . when  a young  man.  was  mar 
ried  there  about  1835,  and  there  resided  until  lSo  i. 
when  they  moved  to  Dallas  County.  Ark.  They 
lived  one  year  near  Princeton,  and  then  settled  on 
the  property  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now 
lives.  There  the  father  died  in  August,  1859.  and 
the  mother  died  in  August.  1889.  Bolh  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  C hurch.  Mr. 
Barrett  was  county  and  probate  judge  of  Clark 
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County,  Ga..  a number  of  years,  and  socially  was 
a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Peter  Pruyer.  was  a native  of  the  Old 
Dominion  and  died  in  Clark  County,  Ga. . before 
our  subject  was  born.  The  latter,  the  third  of  six 
sons  and  four  daughters,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters  now  living,  received  a good  English 
education,  and  in  May.  1862,  he  joined  Company 
E,  First  Trans- Mississippi  Infantry.  He  operated 
in  Arkansas,  was  in  the  tight  at  Helena,  and  was 
wounded  three  times  at  that  place.  He  was  over 
a large  part  of  Arkansas,  and  was  on  detached 
service  during  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove.  He 
was  in  a number  of  battles  and  many  severe  skir- 
mishes. He  was  discharged  at  Camden.  Ark.,  in 
M ay.  1865,  and  returned  to  his  home,  where  he 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  He  was  married  in 
August,  1865,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Marshall,  a native 
of  Alabama,  born  in  1S4“2,  and  the  daughter  of 
Franklin  and  Elizabeth  A.  Marshall,  who  were' 
born  and  married  in  Virginia,  and  who  emigrated 
to  Alabama  some  years  later.  Thev  moved  to 
Dallas  County.  Ark.,  about  1855,  and  Mr.  Marshall 
died  there  the  same  year.  Mrs.  Marshall  died  in 
Calhoun  County,  in  1879.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barrett  were  born  live  children — three  sons  and 
two  daughters.  For  three  years  after  the  war  Mr. 
Barrett  lived  on  his  present  farm,  and  then  removed 
to  Calhoun  County,  where  he  remained  until  De- 
cember, 1881.  and  then  returned  to  his  present 
farm,  on  which  his  father  settled  when  coming  to 
Dallas  County  thirty-one  years  ago.  Mr.  Barrett 
now  has  1,  <00  acres  of  land,  and  has  about  200 
acres  under  cultivation.  He  raises  considerable 
stock,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  coun- 
ty. From  1876  to  1880  lie  was  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Calhoun  County,  and  discharged  the  duties 
of  that  office  in  a highly  creditable  manner.  Po 
litically  a Democrat,  his  first  presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  H.  Seymour  in  1808.  He  is  a member  of 
the  K.  of  H. . Forclyce  Lodge  Xo.  3-168.  He  had 
three  brothers  in  the  Confederate  army:  Peter  P. 

enlisted  in  the  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry  and  was 
killed  in  Cherokee  County.  X.  C. . in  1864:  Will- 
iam C.  enlisted  in  the  Fourth  Arkansas  Infantry. 
Company  H.  and  died  at  home  in  December.  1881. 
and  Charles  T..  who  joined  the  Twelfth  Arkansas 
Infantry,  was  captured  at  Island  Xo.  10  and  died 
at  Camp  Douglas.  Ill  , after  an  imprisonment  of 
twelve  months. 

Hiram  P.  Bennett,  planter.  Dalark.  Ark.  A 
lifetime  of  hard,  earnest  endeavor  in  pursuing  the 
occupation  to  which  he  now  gives  his  attention, 
has  had  a result  to  place  Mr.  Bennett  amoncr  the 


truly  respected  and  honored  agriculturists  of  the 
county.  He  was  born  in  Giles  County.  Term.,  on 
July  21.  1831,  and  is  the  son  of  Elijah  and  Sarah 
(Wells)  Bennett,  natives  of  Middle  Tennessee. 
The  father  died  in  Tippah  County,  Miss.,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  six  years,  and  the  mother  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  They  were  married 
in  Middle  Tennessee,  and  remained  there  until 
1835,  when  he  moved  to  Alabama,  and  soon  after 
to  Tippah  County,  Miss.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  were 
active  workers  in  the  same.  The  father  tilled  the 
soil  all  his  life,  amassed  considerable  property,  but 
lost  the  principal  part  of  it  during  the  late  war. 
He  was  a Whig  in  politics.  The  Bennett  family 
is  of  English  descent.  There  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bennett  a large  family  of  children,  ten 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  four  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Of  these,  Hiram  P.  Bennett  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He  received  a fair  edu- 
cation in  Tippah  County.  Miss  . and  was  married 
in  1850,  to  Mi  ss  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  a native  of 
Mississippi,  born  in  1830,  and  the  daughter  of 
William  Hamilton.  The  following  children  are 
the  result  of  this  union:  James  K.  (a  farmer*' of 
this  county),  William  E.  (also  of  this  county). 
Sallie  (wife  of  John  Porterfield,  a farmer  of  the 
county),.  Elvada  (wife  of  F.  A.  Porterfield,  a 
farmer  of  the  county,  and  a brother  of  John  Por- 
terfield), Frances  (deceased,  was  the  wife  of  W. 
T.  Wells,  of  this  county).  Mary  E.  (wife  of  A. 
L.  Bettis,  who  is  justice  of  the  peace  of  Man- 
chester Township).  Pinkney  Forest  (a  farmer  of 
the  county),  Delilah  (wife  of  W.  T.  Wells,  also  a 
farmer  of  the  county).  Lewis  C.  (at  home),  Charles 
W.  (at  home),  and  Hiram  W.  Mr.  Bennett  started 
out  for  himself  as  a tiller  of  the  soil,  resided  in 
Mississippi  until  1865.  and  then  in  1865  came  to 
Dallas  Count}',  Ark.,  locating  in  this  community. 
He  first  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  since  which 
time  he  has  increased  by  adding  the  balance  of  one 
section,  and  has  200  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
left  the  Confederate  array  with  very  little  means, 
and  a wife  and  seven  children  to  provide  for.  Hr* 
had  enlisted  in  the  Twelfth  Mississippi  Cavalry, 
under  Gen.  Forrest,  and  was  in  some  very  active  en- 
gagements, but.  was  on  detached  duty  most  of  the 
time.  After  the  war  he  began  tilling  the  soil,  and 
by  his  industrious  habits  and  great  perseverance, 
soon  retrieved  his  fallen  fortunes.  In  1871  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  Manchester  Town 
ship,  and  served  three  terms  in  succession,  being 
associate  justice  two  years  of  the  time.  He  and 
wife  are_  member’s  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  South,  and  contribute  liberallv  to  all 
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worthy  movements  that  come  to  their  notice.  He 
is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  socially  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Rev.  Jesse  O.  Browning,  planter.  Dalark,  Ark. 
In  preparation  of  this  brief  outline  of  the  history 
of  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  county, 
appear  facts  which  are  greatly  to  his  credit.  His 
intelligence,  enterprise,  integrity  and  many  estima- 
ble qualities,  have  acquired  for  him  a popularity 
not  derived  from  any  factitious  circumstance,  but 
a permanent  and  spontaneous  tribute  to  his  merit. 
Mr.  Browning  was  born  in  Montgomery  (now 
Lowndes)  County.  Ala.,  on  May  29,  1S27,  and  is 
the  son  of  Francis  J.  and  Sarah  P.  (Yeazy)  Brown- 
ing, natives  of  Greene  and  Jones  Counties,  Ga. , 
respectively.  Francis  J.  Browning  was  born  Octo- 
ber 1.  1S00,  and  died  iu  Clark  County,  Ark.,  on  Sep- 
tember 1,  18S5,  and  his  wife  was  born  on  October 
21,  1805,  and  died  in  Clark  County,  Ark.,  on  April 
17,  1875.  They  were  married  in  1825.  and  were 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  for 
many  years,  always  taking  a great  interest  in  re- 
ligious matters.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  was  made  a Master  Mason  by  his 
son,  Rev.  Jesse  O. . who  was  master  of  Meely  Lodge, 
in  Clark  County.  While  living  in  Alabama  he  was 
assessor,  but  after  coming  to  Arkansas  he  would 
hold  no  office  higher  than  that  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  which  position  he  tilled  in  a creditable  man- 
ner for  a number  of  years.  He  was  a very  success- 
ful farmer,  and  spent  his  money  with  a liberal 
hand,  being  widely  known  for  the  interest  he  took 
in  church  affairs.  During  the  late  war  his  sympa- 
thies were  with  the  Xorth.  and  during  his  lifetime 
he  never  took  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  His  father.  John  Browning, 
was  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  died  in  Clark 
County,  Ark.,  in  18 44.  He  was  captain  of  a com- 
pany in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  wounded  in  a 
battle  with  the  Indians.  He  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. and  represented  Greene  County,  Ga. , in 
the  Legislature  several  times.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  died  in  North 
Carolina.  His  father  was  a Revolutionary  soldier. 
Sarah  P.  (Yeazy)  Browning  was  the  daughter  of 
Jesse  Yeazy,  a native  of  Virginia  or  North  Carolina, 
and  also  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  serv- 
ing seven  years  in  all.  He  was  the  express  courier 
from  Gen.  Washington  to  Gen.  Green,  before  the 
battle  and  before  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Cornwallis 
at  Yorktown.  He  was  shot  at  many  times,  but  es- 
caped without  injury,  and  rode  in  all,  in  two  days, 
and  with  the  same  horse.  240  miles.  He  died  in 
Georgia  when  about  sixtv  vears  of  age.  He  had 
accumulated  a comfortable  fortune  as  an  agricult 


urist,  and  although  a Baptist  in  his  belief,  was  not 
a member  of  any  church.  His  wife,  Sallie  Yeazy, 
joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  under  di- 
rect supervision  of  John  Wesley,  and  was  excluded 
from  that  society  for  marrying  Jesse  Yeazy,  because 
he  was  not  connected  with  that  society.  She  after- 
ward joined  the  BaDtist  Church,  and  died  in  Ala- 
bama. There  were  born  to  the  marriage  of  Fran- 
cis J.  Browning  and  wife  eleven  children,  live 
daughters  and  two  sons  now  living,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  eldest.  The  latter  received  bis  edu- 
cation by  the  fireside,  while  others  were  sleeping, 
and  finished  at  Oakland  Academy,  eight  miles  west 
of  Arkadelphia,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
After  leaving  school  he  commenced  farming,  lirst. 
in  what  is  now  known  as  Anderson  Township.  Clark 
County.  In  January,  1881.  he  moved  to  Manches- 
ter Township,  Dallas  County,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  numerous  negroes,  amassed  quite  a fortune, 
a considerable  share  of  which  he  lost  during  the 
late  war.  Since  then  he  has  been  very  successful, 
and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  640  acres  of  land,  and 
has  a large  share  under  cultivation.  He  joined  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1856,  and  ordained 
the  same  year.  He  took  charge  of  Pleasant  Hill 
Church,  and  has  since  that  time  remained  in  charge- 
He  volunteered  as  a regular  soldier,  but  was  not 
accepted,  and  was  in  the  State  Militia  a short  time. 
In  1854  he  was  elected  magistrate  of  Beech  Creek 
Township,  Clark  County,  but  soon  resigned,  be- 
coming thoroughly  disgusted  with  that  office.  In 
1874  he  was  elected  by  the  Democratic  party  to 
represent  that,  county  in  the  Legislature,  without 
working  for  the  honor,  and  served  during  A.  H. 
Garland’s  administration.  In  1888  he  was  again 
elected  by  the  Democracy  of  Dallas  County,  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  position  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  give  assurance  to  honorable  people 
that  they  had  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  He 
became  a Mason  in  1850,  and  has  taken  the  Chap- 
ter Degrees.  In  1849  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Caroline  Farrington,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Far- 
rington. who  served  under  Gen.  Jackson  in  the 
War  of  1812.  She  was  born  in  Crawford  County. 
Ala.,  on  March  16,  1880,  and  two  children  were 
the  fruits  of  this  union:  Rosellia  (was  the  wife  of 

James  A.  Skillern,  who  is  a farmer  of  Clark 
County;  she  was  born  on  August  22.  1850,  and 
died  at  Arkadelphia  on  April  1,  1884),  and  Frank 
J.,  Jr.  (was  born  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  iu 
1854.  May  15,  and  died  at  his  father's  home  in 
Dallas  County  on  July  27,  1887).  Mrs.  Browning 
is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  as  were  both 
children. 
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Judge  Wiley  J.  Bunn.  mayor  and  general  mer- 
chant. Fordyce,  Ark.  A strong  and  representative 
house  in  merchandising,  in  Fordyce.  is  that  of  Judge 
\V.  J.  Bunn,  for  he  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  enterprising  business  men  of  that  place.  He  was 
born  in  Nash  County,  N.  C.,  in  1835,  received  a 
common  school  education,  and  came  with  his  par 
ents  to  Arkansas  previous  to  the  war.  In  April, 
1S62,  he  joined  the  Confederate  army,  but  about 
three  months  later  was  discharged  on  account  of 
disability.  In  January,  1863,  he  joined  Company 
A.  Fourth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  operated  east  of 
the  river  in  Georgia,  Tennessee.  Alabama  and 
Mississippi.  He  was  mostly  on  detached  service, 
and  surrendered  in  North  Carolina,  at  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  was  married  in  1865.  to  Miss  Laura 
Margaret  Strong,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and 
the  daughter  of  Elijah  F.  Strong,  who  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  but  who  came  to  Arkansas  about 
1849.  Mr.  Strong  was  a farmer  and  merchant, 
and  when  a young  man,  went  to  South  Carolina, 
where  he  taught  school  for  some  time.  He  died  in 
1865.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunn  were  born  eleven 
children,  two  sons  and  live  daughters  living.  Mrs. 
Bunn  died  in  1886.  Mr.  Bunn  lived  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Calhoun  County,  until  1874.  and  was 
elected  clerk  of  the  county,  holding  the  position 
for  ten  years  in  succession.  He  then  engaged  in 
merchandising,  at  Hampton,  until  his  removal  to 
Fordyce  Previous  to  this,  in  1886,  he  was  elected 
county  and  probate  judge  of  Calhoun  County,  which 
office  he  held  two  years.  In  January,  1 890;  he 
was  elected  mayor  of  Fordyce,  and  is  a man  well 
fitted  for  that  position.  He  is  honest,  upright,  a 
man  of  good  judgment,  and  is  respected  by  all. 
In  politics  he  has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life,  and 
his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Buchanan, 
in  1-856.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A 
A.  M.,  since  1867,  is  a Iv.  of  H.  at  Fordyce  No. 
3368,  and  K.  A.,  Riverside  Lodge,  at  Camden. 
He  and  wife  are  respected  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South.  He  was 
the  second  of  eleven  children  born  to  his  parents. 
David  and  Elizabeth  (Thomas)  Bunn,  natives  of 
Nash  and  Edgecombe  Counties.  N.  C..  and  born  in 
1809  and  1812,  respectively.  The  parents  were 
married  in  the  last; named  county,  in  1844.  and 
later  removed  to  Calhoun  County,  Ark. , where  they 
passed  the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives,  the  former 
dying  in  1857  and  the  latter  in  18*53.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  South. 
David  Bunn  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  was 
internal  improvement  commissioner  of  Calhoun 
County,  for  a number  of  years.  His  father.  David 
Bunn,  was  a native  also  of  North  Carolina,  and  was 


of  the  third  generation  born  in  that  State,  all 
named  David. 

James  N.  Butler,  farmer  and  lumberman.  Pine 
; Grove,  Ark.  What  is  usually  termed  genius  has 
little  to  do  with  the  success  of  men  in  general. 

| Keen  perception,  sound  judgment  and  a determined 
will,  supported  by  persevering  and  continuous 
effort,  are  essential  elements  to  success  in  any 
calling.  Mr.  Butler  was  born  in  Mecklenburg 
County,  Va. , in  1839,  and  was  the  eldest  of  four 
children  born  to  John  W.  and  Eveline  S.  (Hutch 
insou)  Butler,  only  one  besides  our  subject  now 
living,  John  W.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Vir 
' ginia,  where  they  were  reared  and  married  and 
where  Mr.  Butler’s  death  occurred  about  1845. 
Two  years-  later  the  family  removed  to  Carroll 
County,  Tenn.,  and  January,  1850,  they  came  to 
Dallas  County,  settled  in  the  woods,  and  the  chil- 
dren, all  sons,  improved  a good  farm.  The  mother 
died  in  August.  1867,  and  was  for  many  years  a 
worthy  member  of  the  Methodist.  Church.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Hutchinson,  who  died 
in  Virginia.  James  N.  Butler  was  reared  by  his 
widowed  mother  mostly-  in  the  wilds  of  Arkansas. 

•|  received  a good  education  in  the  country  schools, 
and  later  attending  school  at  Tulip,  where  he 
studied  numerous  higher  branches.  He  taught 
school  for  one  year,  and  was  married  in  1861,  to 
Miss  Laura  Pride,  a native  of  Virginia,  and  the 
daughter  of  William  and  -Caroline  Pride,  natives 
abo  of  the  Old  Dominion.  They  came  with  Mr. 
Butler’s  -people  to  Arkansas,  and  there  the  father 
died  in  1860.  Both  were  members  of  the  Meth 
odist  Church,  and  the  mother  is  still  living.  To 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler  were  born  six 
children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter  now  living, 
all  married  and  residing  near  where  they  were 
I born.  Since  1850  Mr.  Butler  has  lived  in  his  present 
neighborhood,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  when 
he  resided  in  Arkadelphia  to  educate  his  children, 
and  is  the  owner  of  about  2,000  acres  in  different 
tracts  and  several  hundred  acres  in  Texas,  with 
about  500  acres  under  fence  and  part  cultivated. 
He  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Dallas  County, 
and  from  1865  to  1874  was  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising  on  the  farm.  He  ran  a good  gin  for  manv 
years,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  two  and  also  has  a 
good  steam  saw- mill.  He  established  and  named 
Pine  Grove  post-office,  of  which  he  was  postmaster 
until  his  removal  to  Arkadelphia.  In  politics  he  is 
Democratic.  Socially  he  was  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  demitted  from  Manchester 
Lodge  No.  16,  and  now  a member  of  Russell 
Lodge.  He  and  wife  have  been  members  of  the 
, Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from  childhood. 
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Capt.  E.  P.  Chanel  lor,  merchant.  Fordyce,  Ark. 
Mr.  Chandler  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Chandler 
& Rowland,  general  merchants,  who  established 
i their  business  in  Fordyce  in  1883,  and  carry  a stock 
' of  goods  valued  at  SO, 000,  and  with  annual  sales 
of  $30, Out).  For  two  years  this  firm  has  owned 
and  operated  Fordyce  Canning  Factory,  and  dur- 
ing 1880  put  up  40,000  cans  of  apples,  peaches, 

: tomatoes  and  string  beans,  and  is  one  of  the  lead- 

ing firms  of  the  town.  Since  its  establishment, 
this  business  has  steadily  and  constantly  increased, 
and  evinces  still  further  success  owing  to  the 
superiority  of  its  canned  goods.  Mr.  Chandler  was 
| born  in  Smith  County,  Teun.,  in  1828,  and  is  the 
i sou  of  Parks  and  Mary  (Owens)  Chandler,  natives, 

| respectively,  of  Virginia  and  South  Carolina. 

They  both  removed  with  their  parents  to  Smith 
County,  Tenn.,  when  young,  and  there  they  were 
married.  The  father  died  in  1844,  but  the  mother 
came  with  our  subject  to  Arkansas',  in  1850:  and 
died  in  Dallas  County  in  1871.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church  for  many  years. 
Parks  Chandler  was  a well-to-do  farmer,  and  was 
the  son  of  Isaac  Chandler,  an  early  settler  of  Smith 
County,  Tenn.,  where  the  latter  probably  passed 
his  last  days.  He  was  a farmer,  and  of  German 
descent.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Thomas 
Owens,  was  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  died 
in  Smith  County,  Tenn.,  where  he  had  carried  on 
farming  for  many  years.  Both  grandparents  were 
in  the  War  of  1812.  Capt.  E.  P.  Chandler  was 
the  fourth  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  was  married,  in  1847.  to  Miss  Sarah  Rawland, 
a native  of  Smith  County,  born  in  1831.  and  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  James  and  Patsey  Rawland.  na- 
tives of  the  Old  Dominion,  but  early  settlers  of 
Smith  County.  Tenn.  Mr.  Rowland  was  a farmer 
and  tanner,  and  was  also  a minister  in  the  Meth- 
odist Church  for  many  years.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  died  about  1868.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chandler  have  been  born  ten  children, 
four  sons  and  four  daughters  now  living:  Mattie 

(wife  of  William  Jones).  Marion  F.,  Parks,  Ellen 
(wife  of  Thomas  Rowland,  the  other  member  of  the 
firm),  Allen  B. . Hughel  T.,  Tobitha  (wife  of  Robert 
H.  Dedman)  and  Mary.  When  Mr.  Chandler  first 
came  to  Arkansas,  he  cut  a road  three  miles  to 
where  he  settled,  nine  miles  southwest  of  Prince- 
ton, where  he  improved  a good  farm,  and  there 
resided  for  thirty  years.  He  then  removed  to 
Princeton,  and  for  three  years  was  engaged  in 
merchandising,  after  which  he  moved  to  Fordyce. 
and  continued  the  same  business  there  with  un- 
usual success.  He  is  a prominent  business  man. 


and  one  who  has  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
people.  He  has  just  erected  a fine  brick  business 
louse,  one  of  the  best  in  Fordyce,  and  is  also  the 
owner  of  600  acres  of  land  in  different  tracts,  all 
the  result  of  his  own  efforts.  He  was  in  Capt.  L. 
P.  McMurry’s  regiment  of  the  First  Regiment  of 
Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  about 
six  months  in  the  Mexican  War.  He  was  dis- 
charged at  Carnago,  Mexico,  on  account  of  disa- 
bility. During  the  late  war  he  served  in  the  Con- 
federate army — the  first  year  as  captain  of  Com 
pany  D,  Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry— -principally 
on  the  Mississippi  River,  and  at  Island  No.  10  he 
was  captured,  but  at  once  made  his  escape.  Soon 
after  he  wras  in  the  quartermaster's  department, 
in  Arkansas  and  Texas,  and  surrendered  at  Cam- 
den at  the  close  of  the  war.  In  politics  he  was 
formerly  a Whig,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  Scott,  in  1852.  Since  the  war  he  has  been 
a Democrat.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  all  his  family,  with  the  exception  of 
one  daughter  (Ellen),  who  is  a member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church,  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  of  which  he  has  been  steward  for 
twenty  years  or  more. 

Richardson  W.  Cheatham,  postmaster  and  mer- 
chant, Princeton,  Ark.  Among  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Dallas  County  who  have  occupied  positions 
of  respect  and  influence,  stands  the  name  of  Mr. 
Cheatham,  who  owres  his  nativity  to  the  Blue-Grass 
State,  his  birth  occurring  in  Cumberland  County. 
October  5,  1845.  His  parents,  Obadiah  and  Lucy 
Ann  (Cheatham)  Cheatham,  were  natives  also  of 
Kentucky.  The  parents  were  married  in  their  na- 
tive State,  and  came  to  Arkansas  in  1847,  locating 
in  Dallas  County,  where  the  family  have  since 
lived.  The  father  was  a blacksmith,  and  worked 
at  his  trade  until  his  death,  April  7,  1862,  when 
forty-seven  years  of  age.  He  was  a member  of  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  was  a Whig  in  politics.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  and  resides  in  Princeton. 
She  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South.  There  were  born  to  their  marriage  eight 
children,  four  now  living:  Joseph  H.  (a  farmer, 

of  Princeton,  Ark.),  James  C.  (a  merchant,  of 
Fordyce,  Ark.,  and  a partner  of  our  subject),  and 
Benjamin  D.  (also  a partner  of  our  subject).  Those 
deceased  were  named  .John  R.  (was  a farmer  of 
this  county,  and  died  in  1876,  when  twenty-two 
years  of  age),  Phoebe  J.  (died  in  this  county  in 
188'.),  at  the  age  of  forty -two  years).  Permelia  E. 
died  during  the  war.  when  twelve  years  of  age), 
and  Obadiah  B.  (who  died  in  infancy).  Richard 
son  W.  Cheatham  passed  his  school  boy  days  in  this 
county,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  was  en- 
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gawd  in  tilling  the  soil  and  blacksmithing,  which 
ho  continued  until  after  the  war.  He  was  then 
elected  deputy  sheriff,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
for  several  years.  In  1872  he  was  elected  sheriff, 
served  two  years,  and  so  great  was  his  popularity 
and  so  well  did  he  till  the  position,  that  he  was 
elected  a secoud  term.  In  1874  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  mercantile  pursuits  in  Princeton,  and 
has  continued  it  successfully  since.  He  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Princeton  during  Grant’s 
administration,  and  has  held  the  position  ever 
! since,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  people.  In 
1875  he  married  Aliss  Isabella  Clark,  daughter  of 
! Peter  Clark,  and  four  children  were  born  to  this 
i union:  Isabella,  Hugh  C.  and  Wilbur.  Lucy  J. 

died  in  infancy.  Air.  Cheatham  is  one  of  the  much 
esteemed  citizens  of  the  county,  and  is  honest  and 
upright  in  all  his  dealings.  He  is  a member  of  the 
AI  asonic  fraternity,  and  in  his  political  views  is 
strictly  Democratic.  Airs.  Cheatham  is  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Neil  A.  Clark,  sheriff,  Princeton,  Ark.  This 
popular  and  successful  official  owes  his  nativity  to 
Tennessee,  his  birth  occurring  in  Shelby  County 
April  17,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Louisa 
Jane  (Shaw)  Clark,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and 
Hardeman  County.  Term.,  respectively.  The 
father  was  born  in  Cumberland  County  in  1818, 
read  medicine  with  Drs.  Robertson  and  AIcCoy,  of 
Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  aud  moved  to  Haywood  Coun- 
ty, Tenn. , in  1838.  There  he  married  Aliss  L.  J. 
Shaw  in  1841,  and  resided  until  1845,  when  he 
moved  to  Shelby  County  of  that  State.  On  Janu- 
ary 1,  1846,  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  settled  in  Dal- 
las County,  and  there  his  death  occurred  February 
3,  1853,  when  but  forty- five  years  of  age.  The 
mother  was  born  February  27,  1827,  and  after  the 
death  of  Air.  Clark,  or  in  1861.  she  married  James 
B.  Thrasher.  She  is  still  living,  makes  her  home 
with  our  subject,  and  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Her  second  husband  died  in  1854. 
Of  the  six  children  born  to  his  parents  Neil  A. 
Clark  is  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  aud  only  three  are 
now  living.  He  divided  his  time  in  youth  in  as- 
sisting on  the  farm  and  in  attending  the  common 
schools  where  he  obtained  a good  practical  educa 
tion.  AVhen  sixteen  years  of  age,  or  in  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Eighteenth  Arkansas  Confederate 
Infantry,  and  later  joined  the  Twelfth  Arkansas 
Battalion  of  Sharpshooters,  with  which  he  re- 
mained until  captured  on  Alay  17.  1863.  He  was 
captured  at  Big  Black  and  taken  to  Camp  Alor- 
ton,  Ind.,  thence  to  Fort  Delaware  and  to  Point 
Lookout,  Aid.,  in  December,  1863.  He  was  then 
exchanged  and  afterward  joined  the  Twelfth 


Arkansas  Confederate  Infantry,  with  which  he 
remained  until  cessation  of  hostilities.  He  was  in 
many  battles,  the  most  prominent  of  which  were 
Corinth,  Port  Gibson,  Champion’s  Hill,  and  at  Big 
Black  Bridge,  where  he  was  captured.  After  the 
war  Air.  Clark  was  left  without  means,  and  for 
several  years  he  was  engaged  in  teaming  from  Pine 
Bluff  to  Princeton,  and  afterward  began  farming 
again  in  Princeton  Township.  He  continued  this 
occupation  until  1880,  when  ho  was  elected  asses- 
sor, and  in  1882  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
sheriff,  which  position  he  has  filled  in  a very  satis- 
factory manner  since.  On  April  11,  1869,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Alollie  Gray,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Gray,  of  this  county,  and  this  mar- 
riage resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven  children:  Alary 
L.  (wife  of  A.  J.  Fuller,  resides  at  Fordyce,  Ark  ), 
Aladora  (at  home),  Gracie,  Neil,  Carrie,  Helen  B. 
and  Hugh  (who  died  July  10,  1873,  when  three 
, years  of  age).  Socially  Mr.  Clark  is  a member  of 
the  A.  F.  & A.  AI..  the  K.  of  P.,  and  is  a Demo- 
crat in  politics.  He  and  Airs.  Clark  are  members 
i of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 

William  L.  Daniel,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Pine  Grove,  Ark.  Were  it  necessary  for  us  to  in- 
clude in  the  sketch  of  Air.  Daniel,  any  items  per 
taining  to  his  ability  as  a farmer  and  stockman, 
perhaps  the  greatest  compliment  that  could  be  paid 
him  would  be  for  us  to  point  out  his  fine  farm, 
which  is  being  skillfully  managed  and  cultivated, 
and  upon  which  is  an  excellent-  grade  of  stock,  of 
the  raising  of  which  he  makes  quite  a specialty. 
He  was  born  in  Haywood  County,  Tenn..  in  1841. 
and  is  the  son  of  William  Daniel,  who  owes 
his  nativity  to  North  Carolina,  his  birth  occurring 
in  that  State,  in  1813.  The  latter  wms  married  in 
Tennessee,  to  Aliss  Sarah  (Dickinson)  Daniel,  a 
native  of  Alabama,  born  in  1815,  and  they  resided  in 
the  former  State  until  1844,  when  they  emigrated 
to  Dallas  County.  Ark.,  settled  near  Tulip,  and 
were  among  the  pioneer  settlers.  They  improved 
a farm  there,  and  there  resided  until  1856,  when 
they  removed  twelve  miles  south  and  improved  an 
other  farm.  In  1870  they  went  to  Hot  Springs 
County,  where  the  father  died  in  June,  1888.  The 
mother  died  in  Alay  of  the  following  year.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Alissionary  Baptist  Church 
for  many  years,  and  Air.  Daniel  was  a deacon  for 
thirty  years  or  more.  He  was  a clerk  of  Judson 
Baptist  Association  many  years,  was  also  clerk  of 
SaliDe  Baptist  Association  after  his  removal  to  Hot 
Springs  County  for  some  years,  and  was  moderator 
of  the  same  until  his  death.  He  was  a man  of  ex 
cellent  judgment  and  was  esteemed  by  all.  He  was 
first  deputy  sheriff  of  Dallas  County,  aud  in  I860 
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was  elected  sheriff  of  the  same,  his  popularity 
being  so- great  that  he  was  re-elected  three  terms, 
serving  five  years  in  succession,  and  being  legis- 
lated out  in  1865.  In  1874  and  1876  he  was  county 
and  probate  judge  of  Hot  Springs  County.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  for  many 
, years,  and  was  an  active  worker  in  church  and 
other  matters  of  moment.  His  father,  Ephraim 
Daniel,  who  died  in  North  Carolina,  when  William 
Daniel.  Sr.,  was  quite  small,  was  reared  by  a 
Quaker  in  North  Carolina,  until  nearly  grown. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Isaac  Dickinson,  died 
en  route  from  Alabama  to  Tennessee.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  pursuit.  William  L.  Daniel  was  the 
third  of  ten  children,  eight  now  living,  and  re 
ceived  but  little  schooling.  In  March,  1S62,  he 
joined  Company  B.  Eighteenth  Arkansas  Infantry, 
and  fought  at  Corinth  twice,  Iuka  and  Port  Hud- 
son. He  was  parolled  and  came  home,  and  soon 
after  joined  the  Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry  at 
Mark's  Mill.  From  there  he  went  to  Marshall. 
Tex.,  and  surrendered  May,  1865,  as  sergeant. 
Returning  home  he  was  married  in  1866,  to  Miss 
Mary  G.  Harrison,  who  was  born  in  North  Caro 
lina,  in  184-7,  and  who  was  the  daughter  of  Kelm 
and  Mary  Harrison.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  came 
from  Granville  County.  N.  C.,  to  Dallas  County, 
Ark.,  in  I860,  and  there  they  received  their  tinal 
summons,  the  mother  in  1866,  and  the  father  in 
1874.  They  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Prot 
estant  Church.  Mrs.  Daniel  died  on  November 
23,  1876,  leaving  live  children — two  sons  and  three 
daughters— all  living.  Mr.  Daniel’s  second  mar 
riage  occurred  on  January  3,  1878,  to  Miss  Julia 
A.  Clark,  the  daughter  of  Frank  and  Fannie  Clark, 
who  died  in  Camden  when  Mrs.  Daniel  was  small. 
The  latter  was  reared  there  and  died  in  1881,  in 
full  communion  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  first  wife  was  also  a member  of  that 
church.  Mr.  Daniel  purchased  his  father's  farm, 
and  the  latter  moved  to  Hot  Springs,  but  in  1873 
he  sold  that  farm  and  purchased  his  present  one, 
on  which  were  small  improvements  at  that  time. 
He  now  owns  1 60  acres  under  cultivation,  and  160 
acres  in  ail.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  the 
first  presidential  nominee  for  whom  he  voted  was 
Seymour,  in  1868.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  St.  John’s  Lodge,  Holly  Springs,  now 
Russell  Lodge,  and  was  senior  warden.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
since  1856,  and  his  children  are  members  of  the 
same.  His  father’s  family  were  all  Baptists  and 
respected  citizens 

Judge  Robert  H.  Dedman,  attorney.  Princeton, 
Ark.  Judge  Dedman,  one  of  the  most  popular  and 


successful  legal  practitioners  of  Dallas  County,  was 
born  in  Madison  County.  Ala.,  on  April  2-1.  1831. 
and  is  the  son  of  Philip  and  Mary  (Hawkins)  Ded- 
man, natives  of  the  Old  Dominion,  Mecklenburg 
and  Lunenburgh  Counties,  respectively.  The 
father  was  born  in  1 776,  and  in  ISIS  moved  to 
Madison  County.  Ala.,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1852.  He  commenced  for  himself  with  very 
little  means,  but  a lifetime  devoted  to  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  farm,  and  the  untiring  enero-v  he  dis- 
played  in  the  management  of  the  .^ame,  contrib- 
uted very  materially  in  placing  him  in  the  fore- 
most ranks  of  agriculturists.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  as  was  also  the 
mother,  who  was  born  in  1783,  and  who  died  in 
184 7.  After  her  death  the  father  married  Mrs. 
Mary  Vaughan.  To  the  first  union  were  born  four- 
teen children — eight  sons  and  six  daughters — he 
being  the  youngest,  only  three  now  living:  James 
S.  (a  merchant  and  stock  dealer  of  Idaho).  Rich- 
ard D.  (a  farmer  of  Dallas  County,  Ark.).  Judge 
Robert  H.  Dedman  was  educated  at  Viney  Grove 
Academy.  Viney  Grove,  Lincoln  County,  Tenn., 
arid  when  twenty  years  of  age.  he  commenced  to 
read  law  in  Madison  County,  Ala.  In  December, 
1852,  he  came  to  Princeton,  Ark.,  and  commenced 
the  stud}-  of  law.  under  Judge  Freman  W.  Comp 
ton.  In  1855  he  was  licensed  to  practice  in  the 
inferior  courts,  and  in  1856  in  the  superior  courts, 
where  he  has  since  practiced  his  profession.  In 
May,  1861,  he  joined  Company  A,  Third  Arkansas 
Confederate  Cavalry,  as  a private,  was  soon  pro 
moted  to  lieutenant,  and  then  captain,  remaining 
in  the  same  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  was  in  many  prominent  battles,  viz. : Corinth. 
Hatchie  Bridge,  Chickamauga,  the  Atlanta  cam 
paign,  and  was  in  all  the  battles  from  that  time  until 
the  surrender  at  Greensboro,  N.  C.  He  was  never 
wounded  or  taken  prisoner,  but  had  horses  shot 
from  under  him.  and  his  clothing  was  often  riddled 
with  bullets.  Soon  after  the  war.  or  in  1866,  he 
was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  Sixth  Dis 
trict,  when  it  consisted  of  Dallas.  Pulaski,  Hot 
Springs,  Saline.  Conwa\  and  Prairie  Counties,  and 
in  1888  he  was  appointed  county  judge,  to  fill  an 
unexpired  term.  He  has  also  been  special  judge 
in  the  circuit  courts  a number  of  times.  He  was 
married  in  1856.  to  Miss  Carrie  Winstead,  daughter 
of  Stephen  Winstead,  and  a native  of  Person 
County.  N.  C.,  born  in  1841.  To  them  were  born 
two  sons  and  one  daughter:  Robert  H. , Philip  W. 
and  Carrie  Lee  (who  died  in  ISM).  The  two  sons 
are  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Princeton.  Judge 
and  Mrs.  Dedman  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South,  and  he  is  superintendent 
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of  the  Sunday-school.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  his  political  views  ad- 
heres to  the  Democratic  party. 

Benjamin  De  Laughter,  farmer  and  ginner. 
Fine  Grove,  Ark.  Rev.  Solomon  De  Laughter,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  probably 
born  near  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century,  and 
was  married,  in  1S1  i.  to  Miss  Susanna  Trailer. 
They  resided  in  South  Carolina  until  1844.  and 
then  came  to  Clark  County,  Ark.,  thence  to  Hot 
Springs  for  a few  years  and  then  to  Ouachita 
County,  where  Mrs.  De  Laughter  died  in  April. 
1863.  Mr.  De  Laughter  was  a Baptist  minister  for 
many  years  and  was  also  a farmer.  He  tilled  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  a number  of  years 
in  Ouachita  County,  and  received  his  final  sum- 
mons in  1866.  The  paternal  grandfather  came 
from  England  to  America,  but  was  of  French 
origin.  Benjamin  De  Laughter  was  a native  of 
Edgetield  District.  S.  C..  born  in  1844.  and  was 
the  youngest  of  fourteen  children — seven  sons  and 
seven  daughters  — two  sons  and  two  daughters  liv- 
ing, the  youngest  and  oldest.  Twelve  of  these 
children  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
three  brothers  lost  their  lives  in  the  Confederate 
army:  James  P.  (died  at  Fort  Pillow),  Absolom 
(died  in  a Northern  prison;  and  George  (died  while 
on  a furlough).  Benjamin  De  Laughter  received 
very  little  schooling,  and  to  obtain  this  was  obliged 
to  walk  three  or  four  miles,  as  he  was  reared  in  the 
wilds  of  Arkansas.  He  began  for  himself  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  as  a farm  hand,  and  for  a 
short  time,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  war.  was 
in  the  Arkansas  Battalion  at  Camden.  He  was  mar- 
ried, November  11.  1869,  to  Miss  Eliza  King,  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Katie  King.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  North  Carolina,  and  from 
there  moved  to  Tennessee,  where  they  remained 
until  about  1850.  They  then  emigrated  to  Dallas 
County,  setlled  in  the  woods  on  Dallas  Creek,  and 
were  among  the  first  families.  There  they  im- 
proved a good  farm  and  resided  until  1889,  when 
they  gave  up  housekeeping,  and  are  now  residing 
in  Arkansas.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De 
Laughter  were  sis  children,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters  now  living.  In  1871  Dir.  De  Laughter 
and  family  settled  on  their  present  farm,  consist- 
ing of  220  acres,  and  has  eighty  acres  under  culti- 
vation. For  about  twelve  years  he  has  also  run  a 
good  steam  gin.  In  politics  he  is  Democratic,  and 
his  first  vote  was  for  Gen.  Grant.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Manchester  Lodge 
No.  16.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church. 


Col.  M.  M.  Duffie,  attorney,  Princeton,  Ark. 
Col.  M.  M.  Duffie,  a distinguished  member  of  the 
legal  profession,  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and 
is  the  son  of  Reuben  L.  and  Annie  (McClintock) 
Duffie,  natives,  respectively,  of  North  and  South 
Carolina.  The  father  was  born  in  1799  and  died 
in  1874.  His  wife  died  in  1848.  Both  parents 
were  church  members,  he  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal and  she  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination. 

He  followed  agricultural  pursuits  as  a livelihood, 
and  also  taught  school  for  many  years.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  Democratic.  His  father,  Samuel  Duffie. 
was  a native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  after  emi 
grating  to  the  United  States  settled  in  Mecklen- 
burg County,  N.  C.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Rev-  j 
olutionary  .War  on  the  American  side,  and  was  a 
member  of  what  was  termed  by  the  British,  “ The 
Hornet's  Nest’’  in  North  Carolina.  Of  the  eleven 
children  born  to  his  parents,  seven  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, Col.  M.  M.  Duffie  is  second  in  order  of  birth. 

He  attended  the  Concord  High  School,  Fairfield 
District,  S.  C.,  then  spent  three  years  at  Davidson 
College,  North  Carolina,  and  in  1806  graduated  at 
Erskine  College,  South  Carolina,  as  salutatory  ora- 
tor. In  October,  1856,  he  came  to  Arkansas  and 
taught  school  two  years.  In  August,  1858,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  and  in  i860  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  has  practiced 
his  profession  ever  since.  May  29,  1861,  he  cast 
his  lot  with  the  Confederacy,  and  was  made  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Dallas  Rifles,  or  Company  C,  of  the 
Sixth  Arkansas  Infantry.  His  company  was  com 
posed  of  ninety-nine  men,  of  whom  only  one  was 
married.  Our  subject  served  as  lieutenant  until 
January,  1862,  when  he  was  elected  captain  of  bis 
company.  He  was  offered  by  his  commander. 
Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman,  the  position  of  major  and 
quartermaster,  but  wrote  on  the  commission  when 
sent  to  him  from  Richmond,  Ya.,  "Respectfully 
declined;  I prefer  to  remain  with  the  boys.’’  He 
was  in  many  of  the  most  important  battles,  among 
which  were  Shiloh,  Murfreesboro,  Perrysville  and 
Chickamauga,  was  wounded  four  times,  and  at  the 
last-named  battle  was  permanently  disabled,  and 
although  promoted  to  the  position  of  major  was 
not  in  active  service  from  that  time.  After  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga  he  was  assigned  to  post 
duty  at  Unionville,  S.  C.,  which  he  held  until  the 
last  post  in  the  State  had  surrendered.  May  10, 
1865.  he  surrendered  one  company  of  infantry  and 
one  battery  of  artillery,  and  gave  up  millions  of 
dollars’  worth  of  Confederate  stores  which  had 
been  sent  to  Upper  South  Carolina  for  safety. 

In  September  of  that  year  he  again  returned,  to 
Arkansas'  and  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
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flion.  Previous  to  the  war,  in  1858,  he  represented 
Dallas  County  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  in 
1874  in  the  extraordinary  session.  In  1877  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  in  1879  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Arkansas  Senate  without 
being  a candidate,  and  to  his  credit  it  can  be  said 
that  not  one  of  his  decisions  was  appealed.  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1800,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah 
Cooksey,  a native  of  Arkansas,  born  in  1848,  and 
the  daughter  of  Benajah  H.  Cooksey.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  this  union:  Benajah 
C.  (attorney  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.),  Annie  Sidney 
(graduate  of  Millersburg,  Ivy.),  Samuel  M.  (mer- 
chant of  Princeton,  Ark.),  John  J.  (attending 
Arkadelphia  Baptist  College),  Hannah  and  William 
Reuben  (at  home).  One  child,  Robert  Cameron, 
died  when  one  year  old.  Col.  Duffie,  Mrs.  Duffie 
and  three  children  are  members  of  the  Presbyte-  ; 
rian  Church,  and  he  is  ruling  elder  in  the  same. 
He  is  a Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  Mason,  and  in 
politics  is  Democratic.  In  1884  Col.  Duffie  was 
nominated  as  presidential  elector  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  was  elected  by  a large  majority,  voted  for 
Grover  Cleveland,  and  carried  the  vote  of  his  State 
to  Washington  City.  By  the  casualties  of  war 
he  lost  all  his  property  of  every  kind,  but  is  now- 
in  easy  circumstances. 

Capt.  David  R.  Feaster,  farmer,  Fordyce,  Ark. 
Not  only  has  Capt.  Feaster  become  well  recognized 
as  an  agriculturist  of  advanced  ideas  and  practice, 
but  the  reputation  which  he  enjoys  as  a first-class 
citizen  is  one  well  deserved.  He  was  born  in  Fair- 
held  County,  S.  C.,  on  December  25,  1832,  and  is 
the  son  of  Jacob  and  Isabella  (Coleman)  Feaster, 
natives  also  of  Fairfield  County,  S.  C.,  the  father 
born  in  1791.  In  that  State  the  parents  spent  all 
their  lives,  the  mother  dying  in  1837  and  the 
father  in  1873.  Both  were  members  of  the  Eni- 
versalist  Church.  The  father  was  a farmer  and 
surveyor.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace,  and  be!d 
other  offices  for  many  years.  He  was  the  son  of 
John  Feaster,  a native  of  Lancaster  County,  Penn.,  j 
who  went  with  his  parents  to  Fairtield,  S.  C., 
and  there  married  Miss  Drucilla  Mobley.  His  I 
wife  died  in  1807,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years, 
and  he  died  in  1848,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  ( 
He  was  the  son  of  Andrew  Feaster,  who  was  born 
in  Canton  Berne,  Switzerland,  and  who  came  with 
his  parents  to  America  and  was  married  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  died  in  Fairtield  County,  S.  C. , July 
15,  1821,  at  the  age  uf  eightv-six  years.  The  lat- 
ter’s wife,  Mrs.  Margaret  Copper,  nee  Fry,  was  | 
born  in  Philadelphia,  and  died  in  Fairtield  County, 

S.  C.,  in  1823.  at  the  age  of  ninety  five  years. 
Subject's  great-great-grandfather,  Peter  Feaster,  | 


was  born  in  Canton  Berne,  Switzerland,  came  to 
America  at  an  early  day.  resided  for  some  years  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  while  being  removed  to 
South  Carolina.  He  was  buried  in  Virginia.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  David  R. 
Coleman,  was  born  in  Halifax  County,  N.  C.,  and 
died  in  1855,  at  the  age  of  ninety -two  years.  He 
was  a farmer  and  surveyor.  He  was  justice  of  the 
peace  for  several  years  and  was  one  of  fourteen 
sous.  His  wife,  Edith  Beam,  was  born  in  Fair- 
tield County,  S.  C.,  and  died  there.  The  great 
grandfather.  Robert  Coleman,  was  born  in  England, 
and  came  with  his  parents  to  Virginia  and  from 
there  to  Halifax  County,  N.  C.  He  died  in  Fair 
field  County,  S.  C.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Roe,  who  also  died  in  Fairtield  County,  S.  C. 
Capt.  David  R.  Feaster  was  the  youngest  of  seven 
children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter  living,  and 
received  his  education  principally  at  Feasterville 
Male  and  Female  Academy,  founded  by  his  grand- 
father in  1840,  and  is  still  prosperous.  He  was 
married  in  1S56,  to  Miss  Victoria  E.  Rawls,  a na- 
tive of  Columbia,  S.  C.,  born  in  1837,  and  the 
daughter  of  John  I.  and  Anna  (Geiger)  Rawls, 
natives  of  South  Carolina,  born  in  Richland  County, 
(city  of  Columbia;  and  Lexington  Counties,  re- 
spectively. They  both  died  in  Columbia  City,  the 
mother  in  1849  and  the  father  in  1868.  They- were 
Methodists.  Mr.  Rawls  was  a wealthy  real  estate 
owner,  and  in  early  life  a silversmith.  Mrs.  Feaster 
died  on  January  7,  1877.  She  was  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters  living. 
Capt.  Feaster  was  married,  the  second  time,  on  De- 
cember 1,  1878,  to  Mrs.  Hattie  Coleman,  a native 
of  Ridgeway,  Fairtield  County,  S.  C.,  born  in  1846. 
and  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Charles  M.  and  Emily 
A.  Porter,  natives  of  Fairfield  County,  S.  C..  born 
in  1807  and  1819,  respectively.  They  both  died 
in  that  State,  the  mother  in  1851  and  the  father 
in  1882.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs  Feaster 
were  born  six  children — three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. Mrs.  Feaster  was  the  mother  of  live  chil- 
dren by  her  former  marriage  to  Henry  J.  Coleman, 
and  they  are  named  as  follows:  Preston  F. , Feaster 
Porter,  -I.  David,  Mary  E.  and  Henry  J.  By  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Feaster  she  became  the  mother  of 
these  children:  Charles  51..  Virgil  C. , Susan  A., 
Margaret  F..  Roger  Williams  and  Harriet  J.  At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  Capt.  Feaster  organ- 
ized Company  C.  Sixth  South  Carolina  Infantry, 
but  served  as  orderly  sergeant.  The  company  was 
at  the  capture  of  Sumter.  He  was  then  in  Vir- 
ginia until  the  fall  of  1861,  when  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  ill  health.  He  was  . exempt  for  two 
years;"  then  joined  the  Second  South  Carolina 
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Cavalry,  and  operated  on  the  coast  of  South 
Carolina  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  then  re- 
turned to  the  farm,  and  resided  in  his  native  county 
until  December,  1888,  when  he  came  to  Dallas 
County,  Ark.  He  is  the  owner  of  d69  acres  of 
land,  and  is  a prominent  tiller  of  the  soil.  In 
politics  lie  has  been  a life-long  Democrat,  and  his 
first  vote  was  for  Franklin  Pierce,  in  1852.  Socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  also  a 
member  of  the  S.  of  T.,  and  the  Farmers’  Alliance. 
His  children  by  his  first  wife,  were  as  follows: 
Anna  (wife  of  A M.  Coleman),  John  R.,  Edith  C. 
(wife  of  Preston  F.  Coleman),  Mary  V.)  wife  of 
A.  W.  Clayton,  editor  of  the  Evening  Record. 
Columbia.  S.  C. ),  Prof.  Jacob  H.  (a  teacher  and  a 
graduate  of  Normal  Institute.  Nashville,  Tenn.) 
David  R.  and  James  P. 

Thomas  J.  Fortune,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Fordyce,  Ark.  This  prosperous  and  very  success- 
ful tiller  of  the  soil  owes  his  nativity  to  Dallas 
County,  Ark.,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives  in  1851,  and  is  the  son  of 
Walter  and  Mary  E.  (Norris)  Fortune,  the  father 
a native  of  Georgia  and  the  mother  of  Alabama. 
The  parents  were  married  in  the  last-named  State, 
resided  there  until  1SR5,  and  then  came  to  Dallas 
County,  Ark.,  were  among  the  pioneers,  and  set- 
tled in  the  woods  near  the  present  site  of  Fordyce. 
There  Mr.  Fortune  improved  a good  farm,  and 
there  spent  the  balance  of  his  days,  dying  in  1877 
at  the  age  of  eighty -two  years.  His  widow  still  sur- 
vives. being  seventy -nine  years  of  age  in  February. 
1890.  She  is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  Mr.  Fortune  was  a successful  farmer 
and  stock- raiser,  and  was  an  excellent,  citizen. 
Thomas  J.  Fortune,  the  youngest  of  six  children 
— two  sons  and  four  daughters — received  a fair  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  country  schools,  and  was 
married  in  1883  to  Miss  Fannie  Morgan,  a native 
of  Cleveland  Countv,  Ark.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Tollivar  and  Mary  Morgan,  early  settlers  of  Cleve- 
land County,  Ark.,  where  they  still  live.  Mr.  Mor- 
gau  being  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  that 
county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fortune  were  born  two 
children,  a son  and  daughter.  Mr.  Fortune  has 
spent  his  entire  life  on  the  farm  of  his  birth,  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stockmen  of  Dallas 
County.  He  has  480  acres  of  land,  with  150  under 
cultivation,  and  is  engaged  in  raising  lots  of  stock, 
hogs,  cattle,  sheep,  horses  and  mules.  He  has  his 
farm  in  good  shape,  and  one  glance  over  his  broad 
acres  shows  the  kind  of  farmer  that  he  is.  In 
politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Judge  R.  T.  Fuller,  attorney,  Princeton,  Ark. 
This  very  prominent  citizen  of  Dallas  County,  who 


is  now  located  at  Princeton  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  has  followed  this  profession  for  forty 
years,  continuously,  and  the  history  of  his  life  is  an 
important  and  honorable  part  of  that  of  his  State 
and  country.  He  was  born  in  Leesburg,  N. 
C.,  about  lS‘25,  and  graduated  at  Chapel  Hill  Col- 
lege, where  he  studied  law.  About  1850  he  came  to 
Arkansas,  located  at  Princeton,  and  there  has  since 
resided.  After  the  war  he  was  appointed  judge  of 
this  judicial  circuit  by  the  governor  of  the  State, 
ami  as  an  attorney  he  has  been  very  successful. 
He  married  Miss  Agnes  B.  Smith,  daughter  of 
Dr.  W.  F.  Smith,  who  was  for  years  well  known  in 
Arkansas  as  one  of  the  first  physicians.  She  was 
born  in  Lincoln  County.  Tenn.,  and  is  still  living. 
To  this -union  six  children  were  born,  all,  with  one 
exception, now  living:  J.  W.  (a  farmer  near  Prince 
ton.  engaged  in  farming),  Robert  C.  (an  attorney 
of  this  district,  for  t tv o years  State’s  attorney,  with 
no  opponent  for  his  second  term),  Alex  J.  (now  in 
the  livery  business  in  Fordyce).  Samuel  G.  (died 
when  two  years  of  age),  Agnes  (at  home),  and 
Thomas  F.  Alexander  J.  was  born  on  April  28, 
1857,  attended  school  at  Princeton,  and  when 
eighteen  years  of  age  commenced  for  himself  by 
farming,  and  at  the  same  time  was  engaged  in 
merchandising  at  Princeton,  which  he  continued 
for  four  years.  He  then  came  to  Fordyce,  entered 
the  employ  of  Acruman  & Son  as  salesman,  and 
was  afterward  in  the  employ  of  Edrington  &Bunn. 
In  July,  1889,  he  formed  a partnership  with  J.  A. 
Russell,  and  engaged  in  the  livery  business.  Re 
cently  he  has  carried  on  the  business  by  himself. 
On  August  31.  1888,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Clark, 
daughter  of  Neal  A.  Clark,  sheriff  of  Dallas 
County,  and  by  this  union  became  the  father  of 
one  son,  Robert  A.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  are  mem 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South, 
and  in  his  political  view's  the  former  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  K.  of  H.  He  served  as  deputy  sheriff  for 
eight,  years  under  Mr.  Clark. 

Capt.  John  A.  Goodganm  is  a merchant,  farm- 
er, and  the  postmaster  at  Holly  Springs,  Ark. 
This  wide-awake  and  very  successful  business  mart 
owes  his  nativity  to  Bibb  County,  Ala.,  where 
he  was  born  in  1828.  and  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  He  remained  at  home  until 
1851,  and  then  emigrated  to  Holly  Springs.  Ark., 
where  he  was  married,  in  1852.  to  Miss  Permelia  E. 
Watkins,  a native  of  Alabama,  and  the  daughter 
of  Harlan  and  Nancy  Watkins,  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky, where  they  were  married.  Her  parents  af- 
terward emigrated  to  Alabama,  where  the  father 
died  a few  vears  later.  Mrs.  Watkins  was  mar- 
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ried  again  and  removed  to  Mississippi,  thence  in 
1853  to  Dallas  County,  Ark. , and  during  the  war 
to  Texas,  where  she  died  in  1884.  Mr.  Good- 
game’s  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight 
children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters  now  liv- 
ing. Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Goodgame  has 
lived  in  his  present  neighborhood  on  three  differ- 
ent farms,  and  now  has  100  acres.  Since  1870,  or 
for  about  ten  years,  he  has  been  engaged  in 
merchandising  at  Holly  Springs,  and  for  about 
eight  years  has  been  postmaster.  During  the  late 
war  he  was  about  four  years  in  the  Confederate 
army,  Company  C,  Thirty-third  Arkansas  Infant 
ry,  serving  as  lieutenant  the  first  year,  and  then 
captain  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  operated 
in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  and  fought  at  Prairie 
Grove.  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill,  Saline,  etc.  He 
surrendered  at  Marshall.  Tex^.,  in  May.  1805,  and 
returned  home.  He  was  formerly  a Whig  in  poli- 
tics, but  is  now  a Democrat,  and  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  Scott  in  1852.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  since 
1862,  St.  John’s  Lodge  No.  38.  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  temperance  order  of  P.  of  H.  He 
and  his  wife  have  been  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  since  1855.  His  parents,  James 
and  Telitha  C.  (Cobb)  Goodgame,  were  born  in  1 
Georgia  in  1799,  and  South  Carolina,  in  1808,  ; 
respectively.  They  were  married  in  Bibb  County, 
Ala.,  where  they  resided  until  about  1834,  and 
then  removed  to  Talladega,  thence  to  Coosa 
County,  where  Mr.  Goodgame  died  in  1884.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  and  has  been  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  for  many  years.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather,  John  Goodgame,  was  born  in 
Georgia  and  died  in  Talladega  County,  Ala.  Mr. 
Goodgame  was  of  English- Irish  descent,  but  the 
ancestors  were  early  settlers  in  xlmerica.  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Creek  War.  He  was  a farmer. 
The  paternal  grandmother  of  our  subject,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sarah  E.  Crockett,  was  a sec- 
ond cousin  of  David  Crockett,  and  was  born  in 
Georgia,  and  died  in  Alabama  when  about  seventy- 
tive  years  of  age.  She  was  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Alexan- 
der Cobb,  was  born  in  South  Carolina  and  died  in 
Bibb  County,  Ala.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war 
with  the  Indians. 

Maj.  William  R.  Harley,  one  of  the  old  and 
very  prominent  citizens  of  Dallas  County,  was  orig- 
inally from  the  Old  Dominion,  his  birth  occurring 
in  Broadford,  Washington  County,  June  4,  1809. 
His  parents,  James  and  Margaret  I Roberts)  Har- 
ley,-wore  natives,  also,  of  Virginia,  and  both  re- 
ceived their  final  summons  in  that  State,  the  mother 


in  about  1811  and  the  father  in  1835,  when  he  was 
sixty-live  years  of  age.  The  latter  was  a merchant, 
but  also  carried  on  farming,  and  for  a number  of 
years  was  sheriff  of  Russell,  Va. , whither  he  had 
moved  after  the  death  of  his  wife.  He  was  widely 
and  favorably  known  over  Russell,  Washington  and 
Smyth  Counties,  and  his  death  occurred  in  the  last- 
named  county.  During  the  War  of  1812  he  was 
captain  of  a company,  and  was  stationed  at  Nor- 
folk when  peace  was  declared.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  politics  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife,  Mr.  Harley  married  Mrs.  Eunice  (Hendricks) 
Heburn.  who  died  in  Virginia.  The  result  of  his 
first  union  was  the  birth  of  two  children:  Our  sub- 
ject and  .Basil  W.  The  latter  was  born  June  20, 
1811.  and  died,  in  Clark  County,  Ark.,  during  the 
war.  He  was  a public-spirited  citizen,  and  for 
mauy  years  resided  in  Mississippi,  representing 
Marshall  County  of  that  State  in  the  Legislature. 
After  coming  to  this  State,  he  represented  Dallas 
County  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  State 
Senator,  becoming  president  of  the  Senate.  He 
was  bank  commissioner  of  the  State,  also  mail 
agent,  and  held  various  other  public  positions  of 
trust.  While  in  Mississippi  he  was  engaged  in 
merchandising,  and  after  coming  to  Arkansas  he 
was  engaged  in  locating  Mexican  land  claims. 
William  R.  Harley  received  a liberal  education  in 
Russell  and  Washington  Counties,  Va. , and  at- 
tended some  of  the  best  schools  that  the  country 
afforded  at  that  time.  After  this  he  read  law  for 
some  time,  and  became  well  versed  in  legal  matters. 
When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  merchandising  at  Broadford,  but  later 
bought  property  in  Marion,  Smyth  County,  where 
he  remained  eight  years,  and  during  that  time  rep- 
resented that  county  in  the  Legislature  three  ses- 
sions. He  was  also  appointed  an  elector  by  a con- 
vention in  Richmond,  on  the  Harrison  and  White 
ticket,  which  he  declined,  on  account  of  removing 
to  Mississippi.  In  1836  he  went  to  Marshall 
County,  Miss.,  and  there  made  his  home  for  twen- 
ty three  years.  He  represented  that  county  sev- 
eral terms,  in  both  branches  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. In  1843  he  was  a candidate  for  Congress, 
but  was  defeated  by  a small  majority.  In  1858  he 
moved  to  Arkansas,  located  in  Princeton,  and  has 
represented  Dallas  County  in  the  Lower  House  three 
terms.  He  was  county  judge  of  Dallas  County,  in 
all,  about  eight  years,  was  superintendent  of  in 
struction  for  four  years,  and  as  a public  servant 
has  given  the  best  of  satisfaction  to  his  constitu- 
ents. In  1857  he  was  appointed,  by  President 
Buchanan,  indian  agent  in  New  Mexico,  which  po- 
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sition  bo  accepted,  and  served  a part  of  four  years,  j 
resigning  on  account  of  sickness  in  bis  family,  and 
a distaste  of  frontier  life.  He  formed  an  acquaint- 
ance with  tbe  celebrated  Kit  Carson,  who  was  agent 
of  tbe  Utah  Indians.  Maj.  Harley’s  predecessor 
was  killed  by  tbe  Indians,  and  a monument  was 
afterward  erected  to  bis  memory  at  Fort  Defiance,  j 
N.  M.  Maj.  Harley  is  one  of  tbe  Democrats  wbo 
voted  for  Gen.  Jackson  in  1832,  was  a personal 
friend  of  Jefferson  Davis,  and  beard  tbe  latter  [ 
make  bis  fourth  political  speech.  On  tbe  breaking 
out  of  tbe  war  he  was  eugaged  in  merchandis- 
ing, and  again,  in  1882,  be  embarked  in  that  bus- 
iness. Aside  from  this,  be  has  always  owned  a 
farm  and  tilled  tbe  soil.  In  1S35  be  married 
Miss  Louisa  Jane  Thompson,  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia, born  in  1818.  and  wbo  died  in  Dallas 
County,  Ark.,  in  1873.  She  was  a member  of 
tbe  Presbyterian,  Church  for  many  years.  Born 
to  this  union,  were  twelve  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  now  living:  William  H.  H.  (an  editor), 
Marshal  T.  (farmer,  of  Clark  County),  Standard 
C.  (ex- assessor  of  Clark  County,  and  merchant  at 
Guidon,  that  county),  John  B.  (selling  goods  in 
Logan  County,  Ark.,  and  traveling  salesman  for 
Guedeker  & Boynton,  wholesale  clothiers  of  New 
York  City),  Caroline  L.  (wife  of  Ilobertson  Cheat- 
ham, farmer  of  Clark  County,  Ark.),  Maggie  R. 
(wife  of  R.  F.  Holmes,  farmer  and  assessor  of  this 
county),  James  R.  (merchant  and  farmer,  of  Prince- 
ton, in  partnership  with  bis  father),  and  Jennie  F. 
(widow  of  R.  Hunter  Parham:  she  resides  in  this 
county).  Those  deceased  are:  R.  C.  (who  was  deputy 
clerk  of  Dallas  County,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-four years),  Samuel  B.  (died  in  Dallas  County  at 
the  age  of  four  years),  and  America  (who  died  in 
Mississippi  when  quite  young).  Mr.  Harley  has 
been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  since  a 
young  man,  was  baptized  when  an  infant,  and  has 
been  an  elder  in  the  church  for  thirty-one  years. 
He  has  been  a life-long  Democrat,  but  crossed  the 
line  for  what  he  considered  better  men.  The  Har- 
ley family  are  of  English-Irish  descent,  and  Mr. 
Harley’s  grandfather,  John  Harley,  was  a native 
of  the  Emerald  Isle.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  before  the  Revolution,  and  located  in  Au- 
gusta County,  Va. , near  Stanton,  where  he  tilled 
the  soil. 

William  B.  Head,  general  merchant,  cotton 
buyer  and  farmer,  Holly  Springs.  Ark.  No  name 
is  justly  entitled  to  a more  enviable  place  in  the 
history  of  Dallas  County  than  the  one  who  heads 
this  sketch,  for  it  is  borne  by  a man,  who,  though 
comparatively  young  in  years,  has  yet  proven  him- 
self to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  business  men 


in  the  county,  and  is  usefully  and  honorably  iden- 
tified with  the  interests  of  the  county  in  every 
worthy  particular.  He  was  originally  from  Henry 
County,  Ga.,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  1844.  and 
is  the  son  of  William  H.  and  Amanda  (De  Larmar) 
Head,  both  natives  of  Georgia,  the  father  born  in 
Elbert  County  in  1821,  and  the  mother  in  Butts 
County  about  the  same  year.  They  resided  in 
Henry  County  until  1857,  and  then  moved  to  Dal- 
las County,  residing  near  Holly  Springs  until  1875, 
when  they  moved  to  the  city.  About  1870  the 
father  engaged  in  merchandising,  which  he  con- 
tinued until  h'is  death  in  1883.  He  had  formerly 
been  a farmer.  During  the  late  war  he  was  about 
two  years  in  the  Confederate  service  as  home 
guard.-  His  father.  George  Marshall  Head,  came 
to  Dallas  County  during  the  war,  and  died  here 
about  1805.  He  was  of  English  descent,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  and  was  a farmer  by 
occupation.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in 
1802,  and  Mr.  Head  married  again.  The  mater- 
nal grandfather,  De  Lamar,  was  of  French  descent, 
and  was  a sailor  for  many  years.  Later  he  was  a 
planter,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc 
curred  in  Butts  County,  Ga.,  he  was  quite  wealthy. 
William  B.  Head  was  taught  the  details  of  farm 
life  by  his  father  when  quite  small,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He  was  the 
fourth  of  fifteen  children — eight  sons  and  seven 
daughters — four  sons  now  living.  In  1802  he 
i joined  Company  G,  Twelfth  Arkansas  Infantry  at 
j Corinth,  and  was  in  the  fight  at  Perryville,  siege 
i of  Port  Hudson,  and  was  then  paroled  and  came 
home.  He  afterward  fought  at  Jenkins'  Ferry, 
Mark's  Mill  and  Poison  Springs.  He  surrendered 
at  Marshall,  Tex.,  in  May,  1805,  after  which  he  re- 
turned home  and  attended  school  at  Holly  Springs 
for  a few  years.  He  then  clerked  until  1870,  and 
then  engaged  in  business  with  his  father,  continu- 
ing the  same  after  the  death  of  the  latter,  on  his 
own  account  with  annual  sales  of  about  812,000 
He  held  the  position  and  discharged  the  duties  of 
justice  of  the  peace  for  about  fifteen  years,  or  un- 
til 1889.  He  has  about  600  acres  of  laud  in  Gif 
ferent  tracts,  and  home  and  business  property  in 
town,  all  the  result  of  energy  and  perseverance. 
Mr.  Head  was  married  in  1807  to  Miss  Virginia 
Templeton,  who  was  born  in  Ouachita  County. 
Ark  , and  who  was  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  Templeton,  natives  of  South  Carolina. 
Her  parents  emigrated  to  Alabama,  thence  to  Mis 
sissippi,  but  in  a very  early  day  came  to  Ouachita 
County,  Ark.,  where  they  died  in  1860  and  1865, 
respectively.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Head  were  born 
six  children,  one  son  and  four  daughters  now  liv 
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ing.  In  politics  Mr.  Head  has  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party  all  his  life,  and  his  first  presiden- 
tial vote  was  cast  for  H.  Seymour  in  1808.  He 
and  wife  have  been  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South,  for  many  years,  and  he 
is  secretary  in  the  same. 

William  H.  Henry,  general  merchant,  Holly 
Springs,  Ark.  Mr.  Henry  is  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Henry  & Patterson,  general  merchants  and 
cotton  growers,  who  established  their  business  at 
Holly  Springs  in  1885,  with  annual  sales  that  equal 
about  810,000.  He  was  born  in  Oktibbeha  County, 
Miss.,  in  1850,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Mary 
A.  (Walser)  Henry,  natives  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  and  born  in  1811  and  1815.  respectively. 
They  were  married  in  Alabama,  and  from  there 
emigrated  to  Mississippi,  in  1848.  and  in  1858  to 
Holly  Springs,  Ark.  Here  the  father  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  with  the  exception  of  two 
years  during  the  war  that  he  spent  in  Texas,  and 
died  in  1884.  He  was  formerly  a farmer,  but  the 
latter  part  of  his  days  was  spent  in  merchandising, 
at  Holly  Springs.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years,  and,  during  the  late  war,  was  in  the 
Confederate  army  a short  time,  but  was  discharged, 
on  account  of  ill  health.  He  was  in  the  Third  Ar- 
kansas Cavalry.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and 
both  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Will- 
iam H.  Henry,  the  seventh  of  three  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  was  reared  on  the  farm,  obtained  a 
common-school  education,  and  in  1872  began  work- 
ing for  himself,  as  a farmer,  which  occupation  he 
has  continued  ever  since.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
about  600  acres,  and  is  also  the  owner  of  consider- 
able business  property  in  town.  In  1879  he  com 
menced  merchandising  alone,  and  thus  continued 
until  1885,  when  Mr.  Patterson  became  a partner. 
Mr.  Henry  was  married  in  1871  to  Miss  Virginia 
Hairston,  a native  of  Dallas  County.  Ark.,  and  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Hairston,  who  were 
natives  of  Tennessee,  arid  who  remained  in  that 
State  until  1848.  when  they  came  to  Dallas  County. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry’s  marriage  relations  have  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  nine  living  children.  Since 
1858  Mr.  Henry  has  lived  in  and  near  Holly 
Springs,  and  is  now  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
substantial  citizens.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics; 
is  a member  of  the  .Masonic  fraternity,  of  which 
he  is  junior  warden,  and  he  and  wife  are  members 
<>f  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Zachariah  Higgs,  planter.  Princeton.  Ark. 
Zachariali  Higgs,  the  fourth  of  thirteen  children, 
twelve  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  born  to  John 
and  Martha  (Harrison)  Higgs,  was  originally 
from  Granville  County,  N.  C..  where  his  birth 


occurred  on  October  15,  1827.  The  parents  were' 
also  natives  of  Granville  County,  N.  C. , and 
moved  from  that  State  to  Barry  County,  Mo., 
where  the  father  died  when  ninety- three  years  of 
age.  or  in  1SS4.  The  mother  died  on  August  22. 
1889,  when  eighty  seven  years  of  age.  They  wrere 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and 
lie  built  a church  in  Barry  County,  Mo.,  which 
was  called  Higgs’  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  He 
was  formerly  a Whig,  but  the  latter  part  of  his 
days  was  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
was  a farmer  and  a business  man,  dealing  quite 
extensively  in  stock,  but  the  most  of  his  property 
was  swept  away  during  the  war.  He  also  gave  a 
great  deal  to  his  children.  He  and  Mrs.  Higgs 
were  married  when  quite  young,  and  lived  as  hus- 
band and  wife  for  nearly  three-quarters  of  a cent- 
ury. His  father.  Leonard  C.  Higgs,  was  a native 
of  Maryland,  and  died  in  North  Carolina  at  the 
age  of  ninety-six  years.  He  served  his  country 
all  through  the  Revolution,  and  was  in  many 
battles  with  the  British.  His  father,  Zachariah 
Higgs,  moved  from  Maryland  to  North  Carolina 
about  the  time  of  Leonard's  birth.  Zachariah 
H iggs,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  passed  his  school 
days  in  North  Carolina,  and  oncoming  to  Missouri 
with  his  parents  in  1851.  turned  his  attention  to 
farming.  One  year  later  he  returned  to  North 
Carolina,  and  after  remaining  there  about  eight 
years,  moved  to  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  where  he  eu 
gaged  in  farming.  He  is  at  present  the  owner  of 
310  acres  of  land,  with  seventy  acres  under  cultiva 
tion.  all  the  result  of  industry  and  hard  work.  In 
1862  Mr.  Higgs  joined  the  Confederate  army  in 
Gen.  Tappan’s  brigade.  Col.  Grinstead’s  regiment, 
and  served  in  this  command  until  the  battle  of  Jen- 
kins' Ferry,  where  he  was  unfortunate  in  having 
his  arm  broken,  after  which  he  came  home  and  there 
remained.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill. 
Jenkins’  Ferry,  and  was  a brave  and  trusty  soldiei . 
He  wTas  in  rather  poor  circumstances,  financially, 
when  he  returned  home,  but  with  the  grit  charac- 
teristic of  the  family  he  went  to  work  and  soon  re- 
gained what  had  been  lost  previous  to  the  war. 
On  December  30.  1852.  he  married  Miss  Betsy  G. 
Harrison,  daughter  of  K and  M.  G.  Harri-on. 
and  a native  of  Granville  County.  N.  C..  where  his 
birth  occurred  on  July  28.  1834.  The  following 
children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union:  Patty  Julia 
(wife  of  Thomas  J.  Walsh,  a farmer  of  this  county  i. 
Robert  K.  (now  attending  school),  and  Anna  Mary 
(at  home).  Those  deceased  were:  Lonnie  C.  (who 
was  the  wife  of  Robert  D.  Hall,  and  died  in  Dallas 
County  when  about  twenty -five  years  of  age:  she 
was  born  on  October  17,  1856,  and  died  on  Sep 
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tember  20,  1SS1).  and  John  W.  (who  was  born  on 
August  20.  1807,  and  died  June  17.  1870.  when 
three  years  of  age).  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Higgs  joined 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  in  North  Carolina, 
but  as  there  was  no  church  of  that  denomination 
where  they  lived  in  Arkansas,  they  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South.  Mr.  Higgs 
was  trustee  of  Macedonia  Church,  but  belongs  to 
Sardis  Church.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat. 

Dr.  John  Iv.  Hodge,  physician  and  surgeon. 
Princeton,  Ark.  Since  Dr.  Hodge’s  location  in 
Princeton,  he  has  shown  himself  eminently  worthy 
of  the  confidence  and  trust  reposed  in  him  by  all 
classes,  and  proven  himself  to  be  a physician  of  de 
cided  merit.  His  parents,  Dr.  George  D.  and  Su- 
san E.  (Sorrells)  Hodge,  were  natives  of  Tennessee 
and  Mississippi,  respectively.  The  father  was  a 
graduate  of  Transylvania  School  of  Medicine,  at 
Lexington,  Ky.,  and  was  a physician  of  consider- 
able note.  In  1810  he  came  to  Dallas  County, 
Ark.,  and  practiced  his  profession  in  this  county 
until  1876,  after  which  be  moved  to  Prescott. 
There  he  still  continued  practicing,  but  died  in 
the  latter  part  of  that  year  when  about  sixty  years 
of  age.  He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  in  politics  was  a strict  adherent  to 
the  Democratic  party.  The  mother  is  still  living 
and  resides  in  Prescott.  She  is  also  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Dr.  John 
K.  Hodge  was  the  eldest  of  ten  children,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living.  His  birth  occurred  at  Holly 
Springs,  Dallas  County,  Ark. , April  15,  1850,  and 
he  received  his  education  in  that  countv  and  at 
Franklin,  Term.  In  1869  he  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  under  his  father,  and  in  1S71  and 
1872  he  attended  the  Nashville  School  of  Medicine, 
graduating  in  the  last-named  year.  Afterward  lo- 
cating at  Holly  Springs,  he  practiced  there  for  six 
years  with  his  father  and  three  years  alone,  and, 
then  in  1881  removed  to  Princeton,  where  he  has 
had  a very  extensive  practice  since.  His  union  to 
Miss  Ellen  Henry,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
Henry,  of  Holly  Springs,  was  celebrated  in  1872", 
and  six  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Olga 
M. , Henry  D.,  Robert  E..  George  A.,  Joseph  K.  I 
and  Charles  13.  Dr.  Hodge  is  a Democrat  in  pol-  ! 
itics  and  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  Central  j 
Committee,  of  Dallas  County,  Ark.  He  is  a mem 
her  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  wife  are  , 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 

Dr.  A.  S.  Holderness,  physician  and  surgeon. 
Fordyce.  Ark.  A prominent  physician  and  sur-  j 
geon,  who  by  his  own  great  abilities  has  attained  j 
distinction  in  his  profession,  is  Dr.  A.  S.  Holder-  j 


ness.  This  gentleman  was  born  in  Caswell  Conn 
tv,  N.  C.,  in  1S34.  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  C.  and 
Elizabeth  (Brooks)  Holderness,  natives  also  of 
Caswell  County,  N.  C.,  where  the  father  passed 
his  last  days,  dying  in  October,  1833,  four  months 
before  Dr.  A.  S.  Holderness  was  born.  The 
mother  came  to  Arkansas  in  1851  and  died  in  Cal 
houn  County  in  1859.  Robert  C.  Holderness  was 
a farmer  by  occupation  and  the  son  of  William 
Holderness,  who  was  a native  of  England,  but 
who  came  to  America  when  a young  man,  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  died  in  Caswell 
County.  N.  C.  He  was  a successful  tiller  of  the 
soil.  The  grandfather,  Charles  Brooks,  was  a 
native  of  Caswell  County,  N.  C..  and  there  passed 
his  entire  life  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Dr.  A.  S. 

Holderness  was  the  youngest  of  seven  sons  and  one 
daughter  born  to  his  parents,  and  received  a good 
education.  He  attended  three  and  a half  years  at 
Dau  River  Institute,  Yancey ville,  N.  C.,  and  fin- 
ished at  Caldwell  Institute,  at  Hillsboro.  He 
came  to  Calhoun  County,  Ark.,  in  1S50,  and  four 
years  later  graduated  in  medicine  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania.  Since  then  he  has  prac- 
ticed his  profession  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Fordyce,  where  he  has  lived  since  1850.  He  is 
one  of  the  oldest  physicians  of  Southern  Arkansas, 
and  one  of  the  most  successful.  He  was  nearly  all 
through  the  war,  in  the  Confederate  army,  as 
assistant  surgeon  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry, 
and  operated  in  Arkansas.  Missouri.  Kansas  and 
Texas.  For  a short  time  he  held  the  rank  of  first 
lieutenant  of  Company  B.  He  was  discharged  in 
Texas,  May  27,  1865,  and  the  same  year  was  mar- 
ried to  Catherine  B.  Dixon,  a native  of  Chambers 
County,  Ala.  ’When  her  father  died  she  was  quite 
small  and  came  with  her  mother  to  Arkansas  at  a 
very  early  day.  The  mother  died  at  the  home  of 
Dr.  Holderness,  in  Fordyce,  about  1888.  To  the 
Doctor's  marriage  have  been  born  nine  children 
- five  sons  and  three  daughters  living,  and  all 
have  received  excellent  educational  advantages. 
The  Doctor  owns  several  thousand  acres  of  land, 
and  considerable  property  in  Fordyce.  When  he 
first  came  to  Arkansas  he  and  family  settled  near 
Chambersville,  where  they  resided  until  1882,  and 
then  removed  to  Fordyce,  where  he  erected  a saw- 
mill, which  he  operated  for  three  years.  He  owned 
the  site  where  Fordyce  now  is,  was  first  to  settle 
where  the  town  is  and  was  the  first  mayor  of  the 
place.  In  politics  he  is  Democratic,  and  his  tiist 
presidential  vote  was  for  J.  Buchanan,  in  1856. 
The  entire  family,  except  the  youngest  child,  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  Dr.  Hoi 
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derness  has  been  a steward  in  the  same  since  1859. 
His  wife  has  been  a member  for  many  years,  or 
since  early  girlhood. 

William  S.  Horton,  merchant,  Fairview,  Ark. 
Prominent  among  the  successful  business  enter 
prises  of  Dallas  County  stands  that  conducted  by 
Mr.  \V.  S.  Horton.  Both  as  a merchant  and  farmer 
he  has  been  eminently  successful.  Reduced  to 
almost  poverty  by  the  late  war,  yet  by  his  un- 
daunted energy  he  soon  gathered  around  him  the 
comforts  of  life.  His  parents.  Thomas  and  Eliza 
beth  (Teasley)  Horton,  were  born  and  married  in 
Elbert  County,  Ga.  He  followed  farming  all  his 
life  and  became  cpiite  wealthy.  While  on  their 
way  to  Texas,  in  1849,  the  father  died  in  Shreve- 
port, La  , at  sixty  years  of  age.  The  mother’s 
death  occurred  in  Harrison  County,  Tex.,  in  1853. 
at  the  age  of  fifty -five.  His  father  was  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  and  of  English  descent.  In  pol- 
itics he  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 
Eleven  children  were  born  to  this  union,  five  of 
whom  are  now7  living:  Mrs.  Sarah  Trimble.  Mrs. 
Nancy  Hines.  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Johnston  and  Thomas 
(a  farmer  and  merchant  at  Sunny  Point,  Tex.). 
Of  these  children  W.  S.  Horton  is  the  eldest.  He 
was  born  in  Elbert  County,  Ga. , November  28, 
1823.  He  graduated  at  Brownwood  Institute.  La- 
grange, Ga. , at  the  age  of  twenty -one.  He  then 
accepted  the  position  of  salesman  in  the  employ  of 
Jones,  Philips  & Co.,  at  Griffin.  Ga.  In  1849 
Mr.  Horton  went  to  Mexico,  thence  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.  He  remained  in  the  gold  region  thir- 
teen months,  and  then  embarked  in  business  in 
Elysiau  Fields.  Tex.  After  this  he  was  one  year 
in  Jefferson,  Tex.,  in  the  general  merchandise  bus- 
iness, but  gave  this  up  and  turned  his  attention  to 
farming  in  Panola  County.  Tex.  From  here  he 
moved  to  Fairview,  Dallas  County,  Ark.. -and  be- 
gan to  clear  up  his  present  plantation.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  700  acres  of  as  good  land  as  is  to  be 
found  in  the  county.  He  has  200  acres  in  cultiva- 
tion. In  1868  he  again  turned  his  attention  to 
merchandising,  and  has  continued  to  sell  goods 
ever  since  at  Fairview.  and  also  at  Pine  Grove. 
In  1854  Mr.  Horton  marrieil  Miss  Elizabeth  Scott, 
a native  of  Decatur,  Ala.,  and  a daughter  o f Maj. 

J.  D.  Scott  and  niece  of  Gen.  Winfield  Scott. 
Nine  interesting  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union — four  sons  and  five  daughters:  Bettie  (who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty -one),  Ida  B.  (who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Dr.  Wozencraft.  of  Dallas 
County),  Maty  H.  (the  wife  of  Ed  Pool,  of  For 
dyce,  Ark.),  Maud  (attending  Ouachita  College). 
Angie  (at  home),  Louis  S.  (a  farmer  of  this  county), 
Stephen  A.  and  William  S...  Jr.  (in  the  Arkansas  | 


University),  Fayetteville  and  Paul  E.  (in  the  train- 
ing school,  Fordyee).  In  1863  Mr.  Horton  joined 
the  State  troops  under  Gov  Flanagan.  He  was 
in  the  battles  of  Poison  Springs,  Mark’s  (Mill,  and 
many  skirmishes.  He  spent  the  year  1868  farm 
ing  in  Jefferson  County,  Ark.,  and  then  returned 
to  his  old  home  in  Dallas  County7,  where  he  has 
since  remained.  He  is  Democratic  in  his  polit 
ical  views,  and  a postmaster  at  Fairview.  He  i~,  a 
member  of  both  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows 
lodges,  and  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
He  has  always  been  a liberal  and  progressive  cit- 
izen. 

Rev.  Thomas  Q.  C.  House,  local  elder  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  farmer. 
Holly  Springs,  Ark.  The.  influence  and  personal 
example  wrhieh  this  humble  and  worthy  minister 
of  the  gospel  casts  about  him  in  every-day  life 
can  not  but  be  beneficial  to  those  who  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  his  companionship,  for  by  no  means 
the  least  of  his  gifts  is  the  transcendent  power  of 
personal  quality.  He  was  born  in  Brunswick 
County,  Va.,  in  1828,  and  is  the  son  of  Guilford 
Ludley  and  Rebecca  (White)  House,  both  natives 
also  of  the  Old  Dominion,  where  the\T  spent  their 
entire  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1832,  and  the 
mother  about  a year  later.  Both  were  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr. 
House  was  a school-teacher  by  profession.  He 
was  of  English-Duteh  origiu.  After  the  death  of 
his  parents,  Thomas  Q.  C.  House  moved  with  his 
uncle, ’ Theop’uilus  White,  to  Meriwether  County. 
Ga. , when  he  was  seven  years  old,  and  lived  with 
Arnasa  White,  another  uncle,  until  he  (White), 
moved  from  the  State,  which  occurred  in  a -hort 
time.  He  then  went  to  live  with  Adam  Spivey, 
and  remained  with  him  until  the  latter’s  death, 
afterward  making  his  home  with  Rev.  J.  B.  Hogue, 
until  he  married.  He  received  very  little  school- 
ing, not  more  than  eighteen  months  altogether, 
but  by  close  application  at  school  and  in  after  life 
he  became  a fair  English  scholar.  In  the  winter 
of  1845-46,  he  went  to  Izard  County.  Ark. . thence  to 
Dallas  Countv.  where  he  farmed  and  taught  school. 
He  was  married  in  1848,  in  Ouachita  County,  to 
Miss  Mary  M.  Bell,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and 
the  daughter  of  Leander  S.  and  Elizabeth  P.  Bell. 
Her  parents  moved  from  Tennessee  to  Arkansas  in 
1845,  settled  in  Ouachita  County,  and  there  both 
died,  the  father  about  1873,  and  the  mother  in 
1888.  Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  for  many  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  House 
were  born  fifteen  children,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters  living,  ami  all  in  Dallas  County.  Since 
his  marriage.  Mr.  House  has  lived  in  the  neighbor- 
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hood  of  Holly  Springs,  where  he  has  a tine  horne.- 
500  acres  of  land,  a good  steam-gin  and  also  a 
water-mill  and  gin.  He  is  the  third  of  four  chi  1 
dren,  none  of  whom  he  has  seen  since  growing  up. 
About  1843  he  united  with  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Georgia,  and  in  1848  was  licensed  to  preach, 
and  ordained  a deacon  November  26.  1S54,  by 
Bishop  Kavanaugh.  He  was  ordained  an  elder 
November  7.  1858,  by  Bishop  Early.  Since  that 
time,  with  the  exception  of  one  year.  1870,  his 
ministry  has  been  altogether  local  work,  having 
preached  over  a large  portion  of  Southern  Arkan- 
sas, and  is  still  engaged  in  this  good  work.  He 
has  assisted  in  organizing  many  churches  in  South- 
ern Arkansas,  and  has  married  many  couples.  He 
is  an  active  temperance  worker,  and  was  a member 
of  the  P.  of  H. , also  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  Airs.  House  has  been  a member  of  the 
Alethodist  Church  since  early  girlhood,  and  her 
children  are  all  members  of  the  same,  with  the 
exception  of  one. 

Augustus  H.  Kendrick,  farmer,  Fordyce.  Ark. 
Air.  Kendrick  was  born  in  Heard  County,  Ga.,  in 
1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Nancy  (Cook) 
Kendrick,  natives  of  Georgia,  born  in  Putnam 
and  Butts  Counties  in  1803  and  1809,  respectively. 
The  parents  were  married  in  Henry  County,  Ga., 
but  removed  from  there  to  Heard  County,  Ga. . 
where  they  resided  a few  years  and  then,  in  1847. 
emigrated  to  Dallas  County.  Ark.  They  settled 
near  where  Fordyce  now'  stands,  and  there  the 
father  died  in  1851  and  the  mother  in  1857.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Alethodist  Church.  Air. 
Kendrick  was  a farmer,  and  continued  this  occu- 
pation all  his  life.  His  father,  John  Kendrick, 
was  of  English  descent,  and  died  in  Putnam 
County,  Ga.  The  maternal  grandfather.  John 
Cook,  of  Irish  descent,  died  in  Heard  County, 
Ga.  Of  the  six  children  born  to  his  parents, 
Augustus  H.  Kendrick  was  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth,  and  wms  principally  reared  in  Arkansas,  and 
from  the  age  of  thirteen  mostly  in  his  present  neigh- 
borhood. After  the  death  of  his  father,  the  sup- 
port of  the  family  fell  on  his  shoulders,  and  he 
learned  the  tanner's  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
many  years.  In  1801  he  married  Aliss  L.  J.  Lang, 
a native  of  Macon  County.  Ga..  and  the  daughter 
of  David  and  A.  Lang,  who  moved  to  Dallas 
County,  Ark.,  from  Alabama  in  1848.  Airs.  Lang 
died  in  1818  and  Air.  Lang  in  1851.  To  Air.  and 
Airs.  K endrick  were  born  four  children,  one  son 
and  one  daughter  living,  viz.  : Sarah  H.  (wife  of 
Albert  Fowler),  and  Hezekiah.  Air.  Kendrick  has 
improved  one  farm  in  Dallas  County,  and  has  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  for  fifteen  years.  In 


politics  he  was  reared  a Democrat,  casting  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  James  Buchanan  in  1856.  but 
he  is  now  strictly  independent.  He  is  a member 
of  the  A.  F.  & A.  AI  , Fordyce  Lodge,  and  him- 
self and  wife  belong  to  the  Alethodist.  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a member  since 
seventeen  years  of  age. 

La  Fayette  L.  Lochridge,  hardware  merchant. 
Fordyce,  Ark.  Fordyce  ranks  deservedly  high  as 
a commercial  center,  and  prominent  among  its  re- 
sources is  the  trade  carried  on  in  hardware.  Iden- 
tified with  this  trade  deserving  of  notice  is  La  Fay- 
ette L.  Lochridge,  who  is  a member  of  the  Fordyce 
Hardware  Company,  which  was  organized  in  Sep 
tember,  1888,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  mercantile 
firms  of  that  city.  Air.  Lochridge  was  born  in 
Alaury  County,  Term.,  in  1827.  and  is  a son  of 
Thomas  AI.  and  Deborah  ( Wright)  Lochridge.  both 
natives  of  Tennessee,  who  were  born  in  Alaury 
County,  in  1797  and  1800,  respectively.  The 
parents  were  wedded  in  Bedford  County,  and  set- 
tled in  Alaury  County  where,  with  the  exception 
of  two  years  spent  in  Alabama,  they  lived  until  about 
1847,  and  then  removed  to  Arkansas, Dallas  County, 
where  the  father  was  engaged  in  farming  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  died  in  1862,  and  she  in 
1872;  both  were  members  of  the  Alethodist  Church 
for  many  years.  Air.  Lochridge  was  a very  suc- 
cessful farmer,  one  of  the  best  in  the  county,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity.  His 
father.  James  Lochridge,  was  born  in  England,  and 
soon  after  his  marriage  came  to  America,  where  he 
fought  for  independence.  Soon  after  that  war  he 
settled  in  Alaury  County.  Tenn.,  and  was  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  that  State.  There  he  and 
wife  died.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  his  par- 
ents, La  Fayette  L.  Lochridge  is  the  eldest,  and 
three  are  now  living.  He  was  early  taught  the 
duties  of  farm  life,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  He  began  for  himself  a>  a 
farmer,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  in  1856 
was  married  to  Aliss  Anna  Lullenberger,  a native 
of  Knoxville,  Term.,  who  came  with  her  parents  to 
Arkansas  at  an  early  day.  To  this  union  were 
born  ei<rhti  children,  four  sons  and  one"daughter 
now  living.  Airs.  Lochridge  died  in  July,  18(6, 
and  Air.  Lochridge  was  married  the  second  time  in 
July,  1877,  to  Albs  Fannie  Jones,  daughter  of 
John  Jones,  who  moved  from  Alississippi  to  Texas 
and  thence  to  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  about  i860, 
where  he  received  his  final  summons.  He  was  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  some  time.  Airs.  Lochridge 
was  born  in  Ali-sissippi.  and  by  her  marriage  be- 
came the  mother  of  seven  children-— three  sous  and 
four  daughters.  In  1862  Air.  Lochridge  joined 
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Company  C.  of  Col.  Grinstead's  infantry  corps, 

| and  operated  in  Arkansas  and  Texas.  He  was  capt- 
ured several  times,  and  surrendered  at  Marshall, 
Tex.  He  then  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  he  continued  until  1888,  but  for  some  time 
previous  to  that  had  become  interested  in  merchan- 
dising in  Fordyce.  where  he  then  made  his  home. 
He  is  the  owner  of  several  lots  besides  the  one  on 
which  he  is  living,  and  has  a good  business  house 
in  Fordyce.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  for  about  forty  years,  and  is  the  oldest 
Mason  (who  was  made  a Mason  in  this  county), 
with  the  exception  of  one.  in  the  county.  He  and 
Mrs.  Lochridge  have  been  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  for  many  years. 

John  S.  Mann,  one  of  the  old  and  prominent 
citizeus  of  Princeton  Township,  Dallas  County, 
was  born  in  Robertson  County,  Term.,  September 
2,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Scoggin)  Mann,  natives  of  Person  County.  N.  C. 
Both  died  on  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  lives; 
he  in  1866,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  and  the 
mother  when  quite  a young  woman.  They  left 
their  native  State,  and  moved  to  Middle  Tennessee, 
remaining  in  Robertson  County  until  1846,  when 
they  moved  to  Dallas  County,  Ark.  The  county 
was  then  a wilderness,  and  Mr.  Mann  passed  the 
balance  of  his  days  in  clearing  his  farm  and  im 
proving  it  in  every  way.  He  and  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  was  a 
member  of  the  S.  of  T.  He  affiliated  wTith  the 
Democratic  party  in  his  political  views.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife.  Mr.  Mann  married  Miss  Martha 
Hightower,  who  died  in  this  county,  August  28, 
1885,  being  eighty-two  years  old.  John  S.  Maun 
was  the  fifth  of  eight  children,  four  now  living: 
Margaret  E.  (widow  of  J.  T.  Taylor),  Mary  C. 
(wifeof  R.  H Harrison).  andD.  J.  (who  is  a farmer 
of  Owen  Township,  this  county).  Those  deceased 
| were  William  P.  (died  while  in  the  Confederate 
service),  James  M.  (was  also  a Confederate  soldier, 
and  died  while  in  service),  Rachel  (died  in  Tennes- 
i see)  and  Martha  Ann  (wife  of  G.  W.  Green,  Sr., 

| died  in  Dallas  County).  John  S.  Mann  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  Dallas  County,  and  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  or  in  1861,  he  joined  the 
Twelfth  Arkansas  Confederate  Infantry,  and  after 
the  first  year  was  made  second  lieutenant.  He 
was  afterward  promoted  to  first  lieutenant,  and 
was  in  many  battles.  He  was  at  the  surrender  of 
I Fort  Thompson,  on  the  Mississippi  River,  and 
Island  No.  Id,  when  it  was  taken,  and  escaped, 
with  fourteen  others,  by  floating  down  the  river  in 
an  old  coal  barge.  He  was  then  in  the  battles  of 
Perry  ville  I Ivy.  ),  and  Port  Hudson,  where  he  was 


taken  prisoner,  and  retained  at  New  Orleans.  On 
October  16  he  was  taken  to  Johnson  Island,  and  in 
April  of  1863  he  was  taken  to  Point  Lookout, 
thence  to  Fort  Delaware,  where  he  was  released, 
June  13.  1865.  He  then  returned  home,  found  ; 
his  parents  in  an  impoverished  condition,  took  | 
charge  of  the  farm,  which  he  managed  until  after 
the  death  of  the  father,  and  then  took  care  of  his 
stepmother  until  her  death,  also  taking  care  of  the 
rest  of  the  family.  January  30,  1N6S,  he  married 
Miss  Hepsie  Daniel,  a native  of  Arkansas,  and  the 
daughter  of  William  Daniel.  She  died  January 
30,  1870,  and  on  November  16,  1871.  he  married 
Miss  Jennie  Winstead,  a native  of  Person  County, 

N.  C. , and  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Stephen  Win- 
stead, wTho  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1857.  Four 
children  were  born  to  this  union:  Minnie  B. , 

Charles  E.,  Stephen  W.  and  Albert  S. , all  at  home. 
Mr.  Mann  is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  is  deacon  in  the  same.  Mrs.  Mann  is 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.  In  politics  Mr.  Mann  is  Democratic,  and 
socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  Agricultural  Wheel. 

William  H.  Marshall,  farmer  and  stockman, 
Holly  Springs.  Ark.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Marshall, 
Francis  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Penic)  Marshall,  were 
natives  of  Prince  Edward  County,  Ya. , and  were 
reared  and  married  there.  In  1836  they  removed 
to  Madison  County,  Ala.,  thence  to  Lincoln  Coun- 
ty, Tenn. . then  back  to  Alabama,  and  in  1852 
came  to  Arkansas.  There  Mr.  Marshall  died  on 
March  16  of  the  following  year.  The  mother 
died  in  Calhoun  County  in  1882,  both  being  for- 
merly members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  in  later 
years  became  Presbyterians.  After  the  death  of 
Mr.  Marshall,  his  widow  joined  the  Baptist  Church 
again.  The  father  wras  a successful  farmer  and 
stockman.  He  was  captain  of  the  militia  for 
some  time,  and  during  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
from  Alabama,  he  was  captain  of  a company.  He 
wras  justice  of  the  peace  while  living  in  Alabama. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Richard  Marshall,  was 
a native  of  Virginia,  and  a farmer.  The  mater 
nal  grandfather,  Thomas  Penic,  was  also  a native 
i of  Virginia.  William  H.  Marshall,  the  fourth  of 
nine  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters  now 
living,  divided  his  time  in  early  youth  in  assisting  ' 
on  the  farm  and  attending  the  common  schools. 

He  came  with  his  parents  to  Arkansas,  and  was 
I married  on  September  27,  1853,  to  Miss  Eiuma  A. 

! Williams,  a native  of  Franklin  County,  Ala.,  and 
1 the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Eliza  Ellen  Williams, 
natives  .of  Virginia  nnd  Alabama,  respectively. 
Her  parents  moved  from  Alabama  to  Dallas  Conn- 
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tv,  Ark.,  i.n  1850,  and  there  both  died.  The  fa 
ther  was  killed  about  the  year  1879.  and  his 
widow  received  her  final  summons  a few  years  la- 
ter. Both  were  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall: 
Eliza  A.  (wife  of  \Y.  L.  Parham,  of  Texas),  Le- 
villa  Frances  (wife  of  A.  J.  Chandler),  William 

H.  . Kate  Emma  (wife  of  A.  B.  Towler).  Alice 
(wife  of  Ed.  Shugart).  and  Frank  Robert.  When 
first  married,  Mr.  Marshall  settled  in  the  woods  on 
his  present  farm,  and  now  is  the  owner  of  909 
acres  of  land,  with  200  acres  under  cultivation  on 
Mill  Creek.  He  is  one  of  the  first-class  farmers 
and  stock-raisers  of  the  county,  and  is  a man  of 
energy  and  perseverance.  In  1801  he  joined  a 
regiment  of  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  operated  in 
Arkansas,  Texas  and  Louisiana.  He  was  in  the 
tights  at  Prairie  Grove,  Jenkins'  Ferry  and  Mans- 
field. The  army  was  disbanded  at  Marshall.  Tex., 
and  Mr.  Marshall  returned  home.  During  the 
time  he  was  in  the  service  he  took  the  measles,  and 
was  disabled  for  over  a year.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  his  first  presidential  vote  being  for 
James  Buchanan  in  1856.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  La  Burta  Lodge,  Princeton. 
Mo.  He  and  wife  and  two  daughters  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church. 

Col.  Robert  Martin,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  Dallas  County,  owes  his  nativity  to 
Wilkes  County,  N.  C.,  where  he  was  born  February 

I.  1819,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Matilda 
(Mitchell)  Martin,  natives  of  North  Carlonia  also. 
The  father  was  born  November  6.  1786,  and  died 
November  3,  1867.  when  eighty-one  years  of  age. 
He  was  married  in  North  Carolina  in  1805.  to  Miss 
Mitchell,  who  was  born  in  1776.  and  who  died  De- 
cember 22.  1855,  when  sixty-nine  years  of  age. 
They  emigrated  from  North  Carolina  to  Alabama,  in 
1820.  located  in  Madison  County,  and  there  resided 
until  the  autumn  of  1855.  when  they  came  to  Ar- 
kansas to  live  with  their  son.  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  parents  were  devoted  Christian 
people,  Baptists  in  sentiment,  but  not  members  of 
any  church.  He  was  a YV  hig  in  politics,  and  until 
the  war  was  a Union  man.  but  wheu  the  crash 
came  he  was  with  the  South.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  \\  ar  of  1812.  and  was  the  son  of  Robert  Martin, 
who  occupied  a prominent,  position  in  North  Caro- 
lina, at  different  times,  being  clerk  the  principal 
part  of  his  life,  and  also  holding  othei  official  po- 
sitions of  prominence.  Robert  Martin  was  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  under  Gen.  Washington,  and 
died  in  Wilkes  County.  N.  C.  Tin*  Martin  family 
was  of  Irish,  and  the  Mitchell  family  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. Tlmmaternal  grandfather  of  our  subject. 


Andrew  Mitchell,  was  born  in  Iredell  County.  N. 
C. , followed  farming  in  that  State  the  principal 
part  of  his  life,  and  there  received  his  tinal 
summons.  Col.  Robert  Martin,  the  eldest  son  and 
sixth  child  of  twelve  children,  received  a very 
liberal  education  at  Huntsville,  Ala.,  graduating 
at  the  Huntsville  Academy,  and  in  1839.  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  general  mercantile  business  in 
Huntsville.  In  1844  he  moved  to  Lincoln  County. 
Tenn.,  and  four  years  later  to  Dallas  County,  lo- 
cating at  Princeton.  In  1854  he  again  began  to 
sell  goods,  and  continued  to  carry  on  this  business 
until  I860.  He  was  unusually  successful,  and  at 
that  time  had  made  up  his  mind  to  retire. . Before 
the  war  he  was  colonel  of  the  State  Militia,  and 
after  that  he  became  the  conscript  officer.  On 
October  12,  1863.  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  Col. 
Powel  Clayton,  but  was  soon  afterward  released. 
In  1866  Mr.  Martin  went  to  Pine  Bluff,  and  again 
engaged  in  a commercial  life  with  the  firm  known 
as  Lee,  Martin  & Co.,  but  failed,  financially.  He 
afterward  paid  up>  all  his  indebtedness.  Since 
1867  he  has  been  farming,  and  is  the  owner  of 
large  tracts  of  land,  4,000  acres  or  more.  Many 
years  previous  to  the  war.  or  on  March  13.  1S44, 
he  married  Miss  Mary  Smith,  a native  of  Gran- 
ville County,  N.  C.,  born  April  10,  1826.  and  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  William  S.  Smith  of  Lincoln 
County,  Tenn.  To  this  union  the  following  chil- 
dren were  born:  Thomas  B.  (a  prominent  attorney 
of  Little  Rock),  Smith  C.  (an  attorney  at  Pine 
Bluff),  Richard  H.  (at  home).  William  S.  (who 
died  in  infancy).  James  R.  (deceased,  was  an  at- 
torney), and  Dr  John  W.  ( who  died  at  Collins 
Station,  Ark.  ).  Col.  Martin  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  she 
having  been  a member  for  fifty  years  or  more. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  preferment,  and 
socially  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
In  1877  he  was  elected  to  represent  Dallas  County 
in  the  State  Legislature,  and  has  held  other  posi 
tions  of  note. 

Dr.  Moses  J.  Mitchell,  physician.  Holly  Springs, 
Ark.  Dr.  Mitchell  is  a man  of  decided  intellect- 
ual ability,  is  ever  ready  to  obey  the  call  of  all 
classes,  and  is  in  truth  a physician  of  thorough 
learning  and  experience.  He  was  born  in  Edge 
combe  County.  N.  C.,  in  1833.  and  is  the  son  of 
Mortica  and  Delila  (McDade)  Mitchell,  natives  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  respectively.  They 
were  married  in  North  Carolina  (whither  Mr. 
Mitchell  had  emigrated  when  a young  man),  in 
1837,  and.  later  moved  to  Tennessee,  and  then  in 
1847  to  what  is  now  Calhoun  County.  Ark.  After 
that  the  father  was  in  Texas  for  about  two  years. 
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but.  returned  to  Arkansas,  and  there  died,  in  Ne- 
vada County,  in  18(58.  He  was  a farmer  and  also 
followed  merchandising.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  socially  was  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  His  father,  James  Mitchell, 
was  born  in  Virginia,  and  died  there.  He  was  of 
Irish  descent  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  Me 
Dade,  was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  there 
passed  his  last  days.  Dr.  Moses  J.  Mitchell  was 
reared  on  the  farm  and  secured  a fair  education 
in  the  country  schools.  About  1855  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  began  practicing  in  Brad- 
ley County,  continuing  from  1858  for  one  year. 
He  then  located  at  Holly  Springs,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  with  the  exception  of  twro  years  that 
he  spent  in  other  parts  of  Dallas  County,  and  is  one 
of  the  oldest  physicians  of  the  same.  In  1SG1  he 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  Twelfth  Arkansas  In- 
fantry. as  sergeant,  and  after  about  three  months 
was  promoted  to  surgeon  of  his  regiment,  pro  tem. 
Soon  after  he  wras  made  assistant  surgeon  of  the 
Thirty-third  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served  eight 
months,  but  failing  health  caused  him  to  refugee 
to  Texas,  where  he  remained  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  was  married  on  December  7,  1863, 
to  Miss  Sarah  C , daughter  of  John  and  Julia 
Juniel,  both  natives  of  Virginia,  where  they  were 
married.  About  1848  they  came  to  Ouachita 
County,  Ark.,  where  the  mother  died  in  1S5S,  but 
the  father  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Mitchell  was  born 
in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  by  her  marriage  became 
the  mother  of  two  children,  a son  and  daughter: 
Mary  (wife  of  Robert  H.  Terry),  and  John  W. 
Dr.  Mitchell  is  the  owner  of  about  800  acres  in 
different  counties,  and  a good  home  in  Holly 
Springs.  He  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views, 
and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  for  James  Bu 
chanan  in  1856.  He  is  the  present  master  of  St. 
John’s  Lodge  No.  38,  Masonic  fraternity,  at  Holly 
Springs.  Mrs.  Mitchell  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

John  Nutt,  general  merchant,  Fordyce,  Ark. 
This  gentleman  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Nutt  A 
Son.  general  merchants  of  Fordyce.  and  is  one  of 
the  prominent  business  men  of  that  city.  He  owes 
his  nativity  to  Alabama,  where  his  birth  occurred 
in  1828,  and  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Lampson  and  Mary 
(Spears)  Nutt,  who  were  probably  born  in  Alabama, 
and  who  removed  to  Shelby  County,  Term.,  when 
our  subject  was  an  infant.  There  they  resided  un- 
til about  1848,  when  they  came  to  Dallas  County, 
Ark.,  settled  in  the  woods,  improved  a good  farm, 
and  there  received  their  final  summons,  she  dviug 
during  the  war,  and  he  afterw'ard.  Both  were 


members  of  the  Baptist- Church  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Nutt  was  a ginwright  by  trade,  and  was  also 
a minister  for  many  years,  preaching  the  gospel  all 
over  Southern  Arkansas.  His  father,  W illiam  Nutt, 
died  in  Greene  County,  Ark.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  John  Spears,  died  in  Dallas 
Countv,  Ark.,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  five 
years,  and  his  wife  also  died  in  that  county  at  au 
advanced  age.  John  Nutt  was  the  second  of  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  grew  to  mature 
years  with  limited  educational  advantages.  He 
came  w'ith  his  parents  to  Arkansas,  and  was  mar- 
ried there  on  September  10,  1850,  to  Miss  Jo- 
sephine Eagle,  whose  father  died  when  she  was  still 
quite  young.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
eight  children,  four  sons  and  one  daughter  now- 
living.  Mrs.  Nutt  died  in  April,  1883.  and  Mr. 
Nutt's  second  marriage  was  in  1885,  to  Miss  Emily 
Fortune,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Polly  Fortune, 
formerly7  of  Alabama.  Mr.  Fortune  came  to  Ar- 
kansas about  1848,  settled  in  Dallas  County,  and 
there  died  at  the  age  of  eighty -three  years.  Mrs. 
Nutt  was  born  in  Alabama,  and  by  her  marriage 
became  the  mother  of  one  son.  Mr.  Nutt  is  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county,  where  he  has 
improved  several  good  farms.  He  is  the  owner  of 
nearly  500  acres  of  land,  and  has  considerable 
property  in  Fordyce,  all  the  fruits  of  his  own  labor 
since  the  w'ar.  During  that  eventful  period  he 
served  for  three  years  in  the  Confederate  army, 
Company  K,  of  Col.  Grinstead’s  regiment  of  in- 
fantry, and  operated  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana. 
He  was  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  but  was  home  on 
a furlough  at  the  time  of  the  surrender.  In  politics 
he  has  been  Democratic  all  his  life,  and  his  first 
presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Franklin  Pierce  in 
1852.  Mr.  Nutt  is  one  of  the  pioneer  and  sturdy 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Dallas  County,  and  is 
well  known  as  an  honest,  industrious  citizen.  For 
years  he  and  wife  have  been  honorary  members  of 
the  Missionary7  Baptist  Church. 

Dr.  E.  H.  M.  Parham,  physician  and  surgeon, 
Fordyce,  Aik.  Dr.  Parham,  whose  time  since  re- 
siding here  has  been  entirely  devoted  to  the  relief 
of  suffering  humanity,  was  born  in  Brunswick 
County.  Va. , in  1816.  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Parham,  natives  of  Dinwiddie  County, 
Va. , where  they  resided  many  years  after  marriage. 
They  then  removed  to  Brunswick  County,  of  that 
State,  and  there  the  father  died,  in  1857,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-three  years.  His  wife  died  a few' 
years  before.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  some 
time,  was  deputy  sheriff  of  Petersburg,  and  was  a 
successful  agriculturist.  His  father,  Ephraim  Par- 
ham, was  of  English  descent,  and  was  among  the 
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early  colonists  of  Virginia.  He  passed  his  last 
days  in  that  State.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
William  Batte,  was  of  English  descent,  and  was  a 
wealthy  farmer  of  Prince  George  County,  Ya.  He 
also  died  in  that  State.  Dr.  E.  H.  M.  Parham  was 
next  to  the  youngest  of  thirteen  children  born  to 
his  parents,  and  is  the  only  one  living.  Of  the 
children,  Thomas  and  William  were  both  success- 
ful physicians,  and  graduates  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia.  The  former  died 
in  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
our  subject,  was  the  only  one  who  ever  came  West. 
Dr.  William  died  in  Virginia,  and  was  the  father 
of  Prof.  William  C.  Parham,  who  is  known  through- 
out  Arkansas  as  one  of  that  State’s  best  educators, 
and  is  at  present  a professor  of  ancient  languages 
in  the  Female  College,  at  Williamsburg,  Kv.  Dr. 
E.  H.  M.  Parham  received  a good  common-school 
education,  and  later  took  up  the  study  of  Greek  and 
Latin,  Sacred  History,  etc  . and  prepared  himself 
for  college.  In  1843  he  graduated  in  medicine  at 
the  same  place  where  his  elder  brother  had  grad 
uated,  and  at  once  began  practicing  in  the  county 
of  his  birth,  meeting  -with  unusual  success  until 
i 1857,  when  he  moved  to  Northern  Mississippi,  and 
one  year  later  to  Dallas  County,  Ark.  There  he 
continued  his  practice  with  his  usual  success  until 
1884,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  in  Fordyce, 
where  he  still  has  a good  practice.  He  is  one  of 
the  oldest  physicians  in  Dallas  County,  and  one  of 
the  oldest  in  Southern  Arkansas,  having  practiced 
for  nearly  fifty  years.  He  was  for  some  time  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Arkansas  State  Medical 
Association.  He  is  the  owner  of  about  1,000  acres 
of  land,  and  good  property  in  Fordyce,  all  the  re- 
sult of  his  own  efforts  since  the  war.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  March,  1843,  to  Miss  Tobitha  A.  Barner,  a 
native  of  Brunswick  County,  Va. , and  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Barner,  natives  of  the 
Old  Dominion,  where  Mr.  Barner  spent  all  his  life. 
He  was  a well-to-do  farmer.  His  brother,  Harri- 
son Barner,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Guilford  Court 
House.  To  the  Doctor  and  wife  were  born  two 
children:  Robert  W,  (a  farmer),  and  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth (who  died  at  her  father’s,  in  Dallas,  Ark.). 
In  politics  the  Doctor  has  been  a Democrat  all  his 
life,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  for  Van 
Buren,  in  1840.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M.  for  over  thirty  years,  demitted  from 
Holly  Sj  ) rings  Lodge.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  in  good 
standing,  for  forty  five  years.  Dr.  Parham  lost 
his  helpmate  and  faithful  companion  through  life 
May  21,  1889.  She  was  sixty-six  years  of  age. 


Their  son,  Robert  W.,  when  about  seventeen  years 
of  age,  joined  the  Confederate  army,  with  Capt. 
Ear],  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  fought  in  nearly' 
all  the  Confederate  States,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
war  was  a special  scout  of  Capt.  Shannon,  of  Texas. 
He  was  w ith  Gen.  Johnston’s  army  in  many  severe 
engagements,  and  was  absent  nearly  five  years. 
He  was  educated  in  Virginia,  Mississippi,  Arkan 
sas  and  Texas,  and  was  married  January  3,  1867. 
to  Miss  H.  J.  English,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Texas,  and  died  August  25,  1887,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-nine  years,  leaving  six  children,  four  sons 
and  one  daughter  living.  She  was  also  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  Robert  W.  also  lives  in 
Fordyce,  but  still  carries  on  the  farm. 

William  A.  Pearson,  farmer  and  grocer,  Dal 
ark.  Ark.  This  prominent  business  man  and  citi- 
zen of  Dallas  County  was  originally  from  Meri 
wether  County',  Ga.,  where  his  birth  occurred  on 
, January  13,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  Jesse  C.  and 
Elizabeth  (Hayr)  Pearson,  natives  of  Wilkes  Coun- 
ty, Ga.  Both  are  now  living  and  are  residents  of 
Shelby  County,  Ala.  They  were  born  in  Wilkes 
County,  Ga. , in  1816  and  about  1815.  respectively, 
were  married  in  Georgia,  and  resided  in  that  State 
until  1844,  when  they  moved  to  Tallapoosa  Coun- 
ty, Ala.,  remaining  there  until  1859,  after  which 
they'  moved  to  Shelby  County',  of  the  same  State. 
Both  are  members  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church 
at  Princeton,  Shelby  County,  Ala.  The  father 
has  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life  and 
is  in  easy  circumstances.  He  has  long  been  a 
Democrat  In  politics.  He  and  wife  have  lived  to- 
gether over  fifty  years,  and  are  the  parents  of  thir- 
teen children,  ten  of  whom  are  now  living.  W ill 
iam  A.  Pearson  received  his  education  in  Talla- 
poosa County,  Ala.,  and  on  December  IS,  1858,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Coleman,  w'ho  was 
born  in  Alabama.  Six  interesting  children  are  the 
result  of  this  union:  Jesse  C.  (a  farmer  of  the 
county),  John  51.  (also  a farmer),  Frank  M.  (also 
at  home),  James  A.,  William  L.  and  Lewis  G.  (all 
at  home).  After  marriage  Mr.  Pearson  commenced 
farming  for  himself  in  Alabama,  and  remained  in 
that  State  until  February,  1879,  when  he  moved  to 
Dallas  Couuty,  Ark  , locating  near  Dalark.  On 
coming  to  Dallas  Countv,  he  bought  160  acres  of 
land  and  to  this  has  since  added  560  acres.  He 
has  150  acres  under  cultivation,  and  is  not  only- 
one  of  the  most  extensive  planters  in  Manchester 
Township.  but  Dallas  County.  In  August,  1862. 
he  joined  Company'  E,  Twenty-ninth  Alabama 
Confederate  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until 
taken  prisoner  at  Columbia,  Tenn.,  soon  after  the 
battle  of  Franklin  in  December.  1864.  He  was 
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taken  to  Camp  Chase.  Ohio,  and  was  retained 
there  until  June  10,  1805.  He  was  in  the  battle 
of  Resaca,  Ga.,  and  in  all  the  engagements  fought 
in  that  campaign.  He  received  a gunshot  wound 
in  the  right  shoulder  at  Franklin,  and  was  taken 
to  Columbia,  Term.,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner. 
He  was  also  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  on 
July  28.  On  leaving  the  army  he  was  without 
means,  and  with  a wife  and  two  little  children 
he  went  to  work  with  a determination  to  succeed, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  pro- 
gressive planters  in  the  county.  In  May.  1889,  lie 
formed  a partnership  with  W.  P.  Lochridge.  in 
the  grocery  business,  and  this  they  have  since  con- 
tinued. They  have  recently  added  dry  goods  to 
their  stock  of  groceries,  and  are  doing  a good  bus- 
iness. Mr.  Pearson  is  a Democrat  in  politics. 

Judge  Thomas  Peterson,  farmer,  Pine  Grove, 
Ark.  Among  the  many  substantial  and  successful 
agriculturists  of  Dallas  County,  stands  the  name 
of  Mr.  Peterson,  who  is  not  only  a tiller  of  the 
soil  but  is  an  honored  and  much  respected  citizen. 
He  owes  his  nativity  to  Bibb  County.  Ala.,  where 
he  was  born  in  1821,  and  is  the  second  of  five  chil- 
dren— three  sons  and  two  daughters — subject  and 
one  sister  now  living,  born  to  the  union  of  Thomas 
and  Susannah  (Shaddock)  Peterson,  natives  of 
Edgefield  District.  S.  C.,  and  born  in  1784  and 
1799,  respectively.  The  parents  were  married  in 
Jasper  County,  Ga..  in  1817,  and  in  1818  removed 
to  Bibb  County.  Ala. , thence,  in  1822,  to  Perry 
County,  and  in  1837  to  Coosa  County,  Ala.,  where 
Mr.  Peterson  died  in  1847, his  wife  following  him 
to  the  grave  in  1864.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Peterson  was  a farmer  and  wheelwright  by  occu- 
pation. He  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  sta- 
tioned at  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  and  was  a man  who 
had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Peterson,  died 
in  Edgefield  District.  S.  C.,  and  was  of  Welsh  de- 
scent. The  maternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Shad- 
dock, was  born  in  South  Carolina,  but  when  Mrs. 
Peterson  was  young,  removed  to  Alabama,  where 
he  passed  his  last  days.  He  was  a farmer  and  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  as  was  also  his 
wife.  Judge  Thomas  Peterson  received  two  and 
three  months’  schooling  each  year  until  grown,  and 
then  engaged  in  the  teacher’s  profession  in  Ala- 
bama. He  was  married  in  1841  to  Miss  Louisa  C. 
Mahan,  a native  of  the  Blue-Grass  State,  and  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Amv  Mahan,  the  former 
receiving  his  final  summons  in  Kentucky.  The 
Mahan  family  removed  to  Jackson  •County,  Ala., 
about  1826.  and  in  1835  moved  to  Coosa  County. 
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Mrs.  Mahan  came  to  Arkansas  with  our  subject, 
and  died  there  in  1857.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  for  many  years.  To  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  were  born  nine 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living:  Alfred  M. , 
Amy  S.  (deceased),  Ruth  J.  (widow  of  James 
Walker),  Parmelia  E.  (wife  of  Thomas  J.  Everett), 
Sarah  A.  (wife  of  J.  X.  Seale).  Thomas.  James  S., 
Eliza  M.  (wife  of  Jasper  Seale),  and  Lucy  A.  (wife 
of  Perry  Seale.  In  1850  Mr.  Peterson  moved  to 
Dallas  County.  Ark.,  settled  near  Holly  Springs, 
improved  a farm  and  there  resided  until  1860 
when  he  moved  to  the  town  and  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising. This  he  continued  until  1864,  when 
he  returned  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm,  and 
in  1868  moved  on  his  present  farm  consisting  of 
260  acres.  He  was  in  the  Confederate  army  from 
October,  1863  to  April,  1864.  of  the  State  troops, 
and  fought  at  Poison  Springs  and  Mark's  Mill, 
where  he  was  badly  wounded  in  the  left  arm  and 
hip.  which  disabled  him  from  further  duty.  He 
was  justice  of  the  peace  for  a number  of  years,  and 
in  18S0  was  elected  county  and  probate  judge  of 
Dallas  County,  being  re-elected  three  terms  in  suc- 
cession, serving  six  years  in  all,  when  he  declined 
further  service.  In  politics  he  has  been  a Demo- 
crat all  his  life,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was 
cast,  for  James  K.  Polk  in  1844.  He  has  been  a mem 
her  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  since  1851, 
and  his  wife  has  been  a member  of  the  same  since 
1838  or  1839.  While  living  in  Coosa  County, Ala., 
from,  1848  up  to  the  time  he  removed  to  Arkansas, 
Judge  Peterson  was  commissioner  of  roads  and 
revenue. 

William  H.  P'  Pool,  manufacturer,  Fordyce, 
Ark.  Mr.  P’ Pool,  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  successful  business  men  of  Fordyce,  is  of  the 
Acruman.  P’  Pool  Woolen  Manufactory  of  For- 
dyce, established  in  1886,  and  which  is  doing  a 
flourishing  business.  They  manufacture  seventy- 
five  pounds  of  yarn  per  day  and  1 50  yards  of  jeans 
in  the  same  length  of  time.  Thev  also  have  a good 
cotton  and  corn-mill  attached.  Mr.  P’  Pool  was 
fyorn  in  Wright  County,  Mo.,  in  1845,  and  is  the 
sou  of  Judge  Abraham  and  Mary  (Crider)  P'  Pool, 
the  father  a native  of  Virginia  and  the  mother  of 
Indiana.  The  parents  were  married  in  Wright 
County,  Mo.,  and  there  they  make  their  home  at 
the  present  time,  the  father  engaged  in  farming. 
He  was  county  judge  for  five  years  before  the  war. 
and  tax  collector  afterward.  He  was  in  the  Mis- 
souri State  Militia,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  for  a great  many  years,  and  his 
wife  a member  of  the  Baptist.  William  H.  P’ 
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Pool,  the  eldest,  of  a large  family,  received  a fair 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  when  but 
fifteen  years  of  ago  enlisted  in  Company  D.  Third 
Missouri  Cavalry  of  Gen.  Marinaduke’s  brigade  and 
was  at  Pine  Bluff.  Ark..  Jenkins'  Ferry.  Camden, 
Poison  Springs,  Little  Rock.  Lake  Village,  Mark’s 
Mill,  etc.  He  was  captured  during  the  winter  of 
1S04-G5  near  Chambersville,  Ark.,  and  imprisoned 
at  Little  Rock  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  then 
returned  to  Calhoun  County  to  his  wife,  whom  he 
had  married  just  before  his  capture  in  1864,  Miss 
Polly  Bryant,  a native  of  Alabama,  arid  the  daughter 
of  Bluford  and  Elizabeth  Bryant,  natives  of  Geor- 
gia and  England,  respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bryant  were  married  in  Georgia,  and  emigrated  to 
Arkansas  in  1860,  where  they  passed  their  last 
days  in  Calhoun  County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P’  Pool 
were  born  seven  children,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters  now  living.  The  first  six  years  after 
the  war  Mr.  P'  Pool  resided  in  his  native  county 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  and  then  for  eight  or 
nine  years  he  worked  at  blacksmithing  and  wood- 
work in  Calhoun  and  Cleveland  Counties,  the  firm 
being  Haskins  & P’  Pool  at  New  Edenburg.  In 
1880  or  1881  Mr.  P’  Pool  and  Mr.  Acruman  built  a 
woolen  factory  at  Chambersville  which  they  ope- 
rated until  1885,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  lire. 

, They  then  erected  the  building  they  now  occupy 
at  Fordyce.  Socially  Mr.  P’ Pool  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  Fordyce,  No.  363,  and  was 
secretary  of  the  same  for  a number  of  years.  He 
is  also  a member  of  the  K.  of  L.  In  politics  he  is 
Democratic.  Mrs.  P’  Pool  is  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Church. 

William  J.  Proctor,  general  merchant,  Fordyce, 
Ark.  The  trade  carried  on  general  merchan- 
dise is  of  very  great  importance  and  constitutes  a 
leading  factor  in  the  commercial  fabric  of  the 
smaller  towns  and  villages.  It  is  a line  of  busi- 
ness requiring  special  qualifications  of  a high 
order,  and  only  those  possessed  of  these  succeed 
in  that  somewhat  precarious  undertaking.  Prom 
inent  among  those  engaged  in  this  line  in  Fordyce 
is  William  J.  Proctor.  The  specific  business  car- 
ried on  by  this  gentleman  was  established  in  1887, 
and  he  has  a large  and  excellent  stock  of  goods. 
He  owes  his  nativity  to  Marion  County,  S.  C., 
where  his  birth  occurred  in  1836,  and  his  parents, 
Jesse  and  Kittie  E.  (Graves)  Proctor,  were  born 
in  North  Carolina  in  1783  and  South  Carolina  in 
1786,  respectively.  They  both  died  in  the  last- 
named  State,  the  father  at  the  age  of  ninety  two 
years,  and  the  mother  when  eighty-two  years  of 
age.  Both  were  for  many  years  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  the  father  since  the  time  he 


was  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  he  was  a success- 
ful tiller  of  the  soil.  His  father,  Shadrick  Proctor. 
wras  probably  born  in  Edgecombe  County,  N.  C , 
resided  for  some  time  in  South  Carolina,  but  spent 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  his  native  State.  He 
was  of  English  parentage,  and  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. The  maternal  grandfather,  Thomas 
Graves,  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  there 
passed  his  last  days.  He  wTas  of  Scotch  Irish  and 
Dutch  descent,  and  was  also  a farmer.  William 
J.  Proctor  was  one  of  four  children  born  to  his 
father’s  second  marriage,  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated (rather  limited)  in  his  native  county.  He 
was  married  in  1859  to  Miss  Esther  A.  Coleman, 
a native  of  Marion  County,  S.  C.,  who  died  in 
Dallas  County,  Ark. , in  1868.  To  his  union  two 
daughters 'were  born,  one  now  living.  Mr.  rroc- 
tor’s  second  marriage  occurred  in  October.  1869, 
to  Mi  ss  Marv  I . Henry,  a native  of  5Iississippi, 
and  the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Ann  Henry, 
natives  of  Alabama.  Her  parents  came  to  Dallas 
County.  Ark.,  in  1858,  and  there  the  father  died 
in  1SS4.  He  was  a merchant.  His  widow  is  living 
at  Holly  Springs.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Proctor  were 
born  ffvechildren  — four  sons  and  a daughter—  all  of 
wdiom  are  having  the  best  advantages  for  an  educa- 
tion. In  1859  Mr.  Proctor  came  to  Dallas  County, 
and  farmed  until  after  the  war,  and  in  1866  re- 
moved to  Holly  Springs,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
merchandising,  until  his  removal  to  Fordyce.  He 
has  over  2,0U0  acres  of  good  timber  land,  has  a 
good  residence  and  business  building  in  Fordvce, 
all  the  result  of  his  own  exertions.  He  was  justice 
of  the  peace  for  two  years,  and  was  postmaster  at 
Red  Bird  post-office  during  the  war.  In  politics 
he  has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life,  and  his  first 
presidential  vote  was  for  J.  C.  Breckinridge,  in 
1860.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity for  twenty  nine  years,  and  is  now  of  Em 
Lodge  No.  363,  Fordyce,  Ark.  He  is  worshipful 
master  of  the  lodge.  He  and  wife  have  been  mem 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  many  years. 

Spirous  Rogers,  one  of  the  old  and  much  es- 
teemed citizens  of  the  county,  was  originally  from 
Tennessee,  his  birth  occurring  in  Bedford  County, 
April  10,  1816,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Sarah 
(Johnson)  Rogers,  natives  of  North  Carolina. 
Henry  Rogers  died  in  Madison  County,  Tenn..  in 
I St  SO,  when  seventy  five  years  of  age,  and  his  wid 
ow  died  in  Dallas  County.  Ark. , in  18b7,  when  not 
less  than  one  hundred  and  fifteen  years  of  age,  lie 
being  the  younger  by  many  years.  They  were 
married  in  North  Carolina,  but  moved  to  Middle 
Tennessee,  and  thence  to  Madison  County,  where 
the  father  died.  The  mother  then  cametolive  with 
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her  son,  Spirous,  and  passed  her  declining  years  in 
his  home.  She  was  a very  bright,  intelligent 
woman,  and  could  tell  all  about  her  childhood 
days,  but  remembered  little  or  nothing  of  what 
happened  in  later  years.  She  was  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  ninety 
i years  or  more,  could  remember  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  and  that  her  father,  Jonathan  John- 
son, participated  in  it,  and  remembered  all  the 
i first  Presidents,  etc.  She  was  the  mother  of 
eleven  children,  but  only  one  now  living,  besides 
our  subject,  who  was  the  tenth  in  order  of 
birth.  The  latter  was  reared  to  an  early  knowl- 
edge of  the  farm,  and  received  his  education  in 
Madison  County,  where  he  remained  until  twenty- 
: one  years  of  age.  He  then  started  out  as  an  agri 

culturist,  and  this  has  continued  ever  since,  first 
in  Hardeman  County,  Tenn..  and  finally  in  Arkan- 
sas, whither  he  moved  as  early  as  1845.  In  184.8 
he  moved  to  Dallas  County,  and  settled  on  his 
present  farm,  which  was  then  in  the  woods.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  500  acres  of  land,  and  has  100 
acres  prepared  for  cultivation,  etc.  In  1837  he 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  F.  Casey,  of  Hardeman 
County,  Tenn.,  who  was  born  in  1817,  and  who 
died  in  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  in  1875.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  marriage,  three  sons  and 
two  daughters  now  living.  In  March,  187  i.  Mr. 
Rogers  married  Miss  Mary  Porterfield,  a native 
of  Tennessee,  who  bore  him  three  children — two 
daughters  and  a son.  During  the  late  war  Mr. 
Rogers  served  in  Flippin's  regiment,  Confederate 
army,  and  served  as  lieutenant  and  first  orderly. 
While  in  Tennessee  he  was  lieutenant  of  militia. 
He  has  served  eighteen  years  as  constable,  and 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  he  filled  that 
position  in  a highly  creditable  manner.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South.  Sampson 
i Rogers,  brother  of  our  subject,  is  now  over  one 
hundred  years  of  age,  but  looks  as  young  as  a 
great  many  men  who  are  fifty  or  sixty  years  of 
age.  He  is  a farmer. 

Capt.  A.  S.  Russell,  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
farmer.  Pine  Grove,  Ark.  Capt.  Russell  is  a prom- 
inent agriculturist,  residing  in  Dallas  County,  and 
like  the  majority  of  people  who  claim  the  State  of 
Alabama  as  their  birthplace,  he  is  enterprising, 
intelligent  and  thrifty.  His  parents,  Ephraim  W. 
and  Mary  (Vaughn)  Russell,  were  natives  of  Geor- 
gia, and  both  born  in  the  year  1801.  They  were 
married  in  Alabama,  and  there  resided  until  1840. 
when  they  came  to  Arkansas,  and  made  their  home 
in  Saline  County,  until  1842,  when  they  came  to 


what  is  now  Dallas  County,  settling  in  the  woods 
near  where  our  subject  now  resides.  There  the 
father  tilled  the  soil  and  lived  for  thirteen  years, 
when  he  removed  to  near  Ouachita  River,  where  he 
farmed  until  his  death,  in  lSbO.  His  wife  died  in 
1850.  Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
for  many  years.  When  t hey  first  settled  in  Arkan- 
sas the  country  was  very  wild,  wild  animals 
abounded,  and  the  nearest  post-office  was  at  Rock 
port,  about  forty  miles  distant.  Camden  was  then 
a small  trading  post.  Mr.  Russell  had  a little  steel 
hand-mill  a number  of  years,  and  on  this  ground 
his  corn,  there  being  no  wheat  raised  for  some 
years.  He  assisted  in  surveying  and  making  the 
first  road  in  the  country.  His  father,  Caleb  Rus 
sell,  was  probably  born  in  Georgia,  and  died  in  Al- 
abama. and  his  father  was  from  Ireland.  Caleb 
Russell’s  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy 
Grady,  was  of  Welsh  descent,  and  died  in  Alabama. 
Grandfather  James  Vaughn  was  born  in  Georgia, 
and  died  in  Alabama.  Capt.  A.  S.  Russell  was 
born  in  Perry  County,  Ala.,  in  1827,  and  was  the 
eldest  of  five  children  born  to  his  father's  first  mar- 
riage. He  began  his  duties  on  the  farm  at  an  early 
age,  and  divided  his  time  between  this  and  in  at- 
tending the  common  schools,  where  he  received  a 
fair  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he 
entered  his  present  tract  of  land  which  he  has  im- 
proved and  has  since  made  his  home.  He  worked 
a number  of  years  at  the  carpenter  trade,  and  in 
Mav,  1862,  joined  Company  E.  Twenty-ninth 
Ti  ■ans-Mississippi  Infantry,  and  held  all  the  ranks 
to  captain.  He  was  in  the  fight  of  Prairie  Grove 
and  Helena,  where  he  was  captured  and  was  im- 
prisoned at  Alton.  111. , for  about  one  month.  He  was 
then  taken  to  Johnson  Island,  where  he  was  held 
until  January  9,  1865,  when  he  was  exchanged  and 
returned  to  his  company,  having  been  commissioned 
captain  while  in  prison-  He  operated  in  Arkansas. 
Louisiana  and  Texas:  disbanded  at  Marshall.  Tex., 
in  May,  1865,  and  returned  to  the  farm,  where  he 
now  has  150  acres.  He  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  prior  to  the  war,  and  has  held  that  position 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  nearly  ever  since,  there  lie 
ing  only  two  appeals  taken  to  the  circuit  court. 
In  politics  he  was  formerly  a Whig,  but  now  affil 
iates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  first  vote 
was  for  Gen.  Scott,  in  1852.  He  has  been  a mem 
her  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  since  1865,  Manches- 
ter Lodge  No.  16,  and  was  secretary  of  the  same. 
He  is  now  a member  of  Russell  Lodge  (named  for 
him),  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  and  a representative 
citizen. 

Robert  F.  Sisson,  farmer  and  stockman.  Ram 
j sey,  Ark.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a widely- 


_ 


DALLAS  COUNTY. 


733 


known  and  respected  influential  citizen  of  this 
township,  was  born  in  Arkansas  in  1848.  and  is 
the  only  child  of  Thomas  \Y.  and  Mary  L.  (Craft) 
Sisson.  "Mrs.  Sisson  was  probably  born  in  Ala- 
bama, where  she  was  married  to  a Mr.  Neel,  and 
by  him  became  the  mother  of  nine  children,  one, 
Franklin  Neel,  now  of  Texas.  It  was  at  a very 
early  day  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neel  came  to  what 
is  now  Dallas  County,  and  there  Mr.  Neel  received 
his  final  summons.  Mrs.  Neel  then  married  Mr. 
Sisson,  who  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1811,  and 
who  came  to  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  when  a young 
man.  After  his  marriage  in  that  State,  he  located 
in  the  woods,  where  his  son  now  resides,  and  there 
spent  the  balance  of  his  days  as  an  honest,  indus- 
trious farmer  and  stockman.  He  was  a great 
hunter  and  sportsman.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church,  and  socially  was  a Royal 
Arch  Mason.  After  his  death  Mrs.  Sisson  married 
Thomas  Gibson,  and  removed  to  Pine  Bluff,  to 
educate  her  son,  Robert  F.  About  this  time  the 
war  broke  out,  and  they  returned  to  the  farm, 
where  Mrs.  Gibson  died  in  1881,  at  the  age  of 
about  seventy-three  years.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Robert  F.  Sisson 
received  his  education  in  the  country  schools  and 
at  Pine  Bluff,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  j 
war  served  as  courier  for  Gen.  Churchill.  He 
surrendered  at  Marshall.  Tex.  On  April  22,  1865, 
he  married  Miss  Nancy  Wammack.  a native  of 
Alabama,  and  the  daughter  of  Kinchen  and  Mary 
Wammack.  Mr.  Wammack  died  in  Alabama,  and 
afterward  Mrs.  Wammack  moved  to  Dallas  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  and  there  her  life  terminated.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sisson  were  born  nine  children — three 
sons  and  six  daughters — all  living.  Mr.  Sisson 
has  spent  nearly  all  his  life  on  the  farm  of  his 
birth,  and  still  preserves  the  log-house  in  which  he 
was  born,  and  in  which  his  father  died,  although 
he  recently  has  built  a large  and  commodious  frame 
house.  He  is  the  owner  of  about  500  acres  of  land, 
raises  lots  of  sheep,  cattle,  horses  and  mules.  In 
politics  he  has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life,  and 
still  adheres  to  that  party.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Farmers’  Alliance,  and  a man  respected  and 
esteemed  by  all.  His  wife  was  formerly  a member 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Pleasant  H.  Smith,  planter,  Ramsey.  Ark.  On 
January  10.  1837,  there  was  born  to  the  marriage 
of  Joseph  N.  and  Martha  (Holley)  Smith,  a son. 
whom  we  now  take  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  was  the  eldest  of  three  children  born  to  his 
father's  first  marriage:  J.  J.  Smith  (a  farmer  of 
Marion  County.  Ga. ),  and  Sarah  (who  is  now  in 
Texas).  Pleasant  H.  Smith  passed  his  boyhood  and 
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youth  in  Georgia,  and  in  1859  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Lingo,  who  was  born  on  February  14, 
1837.  and  who  is  the  daughter  of  J.  R.  T.  Lingo, 
of  Marion  County.  Ga.  Four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters were  born  to  this  marriage,  all  now  residing 
in  this  county:  Sarah  E (wife  of  W.  J.  Fawcett, 
a farmer),  J.  W.  (at  home),  J.  N. . Ida  M.,  Jennie, 
Henderson  and  M.  E.  In  1862  Mr.  Smith  joined 
Sumter  County  Artillery,  organized  at  Americas, 
in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
served  in  many  battles,  and  although  nearly  always 
in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  he  escaped  without  in- 
jury. He  was  in  the  seven  days’  fight  around  Rich- 
mond. was  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  Chancel- 
lorsville,  Gettysburg,  Sharpsburg,  South  Mountain, 
around  Petersburg  and  was  with  Gen.  Lee  at  the 
surrender.  After  the  war  he  returned  home  to 
Georgia  and  began  farming  in  Ma  non  County. 
Two  years  later  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  locating  in 
Dallas  County,  and  two  years  later  still  moved  to 
his  present  place  of  residence.  Previous  to  this, 
however,  he  purchased  a gin  and  soon  after  added 
a grist-mill,  which  he  conducted  for  some  time. 
Although  he  started  from  the  beginning  after  the 
war,  he  had  the  grit  to  persevere,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  320  acres  of  land,  with  a good  portion 
under  cultivation.  He  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  a deacon 
in  the  same.  He  is  a Democrat,  politically,  and 
socially  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  natives  of  Franklin 
County.  Ga..  and  the  father  died  in  Marion  County, 
of  that  State  in  1875,  when  about  fifty-five  years 
of  age.  The  mother  died  in  Webster  County,  Ga. , 
on  May  4,  1851,  and  wTas  about  thirty-five  years  of 
age.  They  were  married  in  Franklin  County,  Ga., 
and  in  1846  moved  to  Benton  County.  Ala. . re 
, maining  there  but  a short  time  when  they  moved 
back  to  Georgia,  settling  in  Cass  County.  Later 
they  moved  to  Webster  County,  where  the  mother 
1 died,  and  the  father  then  moved  to  Marion  County, 
where  he  carried  on  farming  until  his  death.  He 
was  the  owner  of  some  valuable  property,  both  in 
Marion  and  Webster  Counties,  and  while  a resi- 
dent of  Franklin  County,  Ga. , he  served  sev- 
| eral  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace,  holding  that  of- 
fice w'hen  he  left  the  county.  After  the  death  of 
our  subject’s  mother  he  married  Miss  Patsy  Elliott, 
i of  Georgia,  who  died  recently  in  that  State.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in 
politics  was  strictly  Democratic. 

Judge  Samuel  H.  Smith,  probate  and  county 
judge  of  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  is  conceded  to  be 
one  of  the  leading  spirits  of  Dallas  County,  and  is 
a man 'of  sound  practical  judgment.  He  is  a 


. 


. 


' ■ 


734 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


native-born  resident  of  the  county,  his  birth  oc- 
curring August  28,  1850,  and  is  the  son  of  Ben- 
jamin M.  and  Annie  \V.  (Smith)  Smith,  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  Both  parents  died  in  this  county, 
the  father  in  1877,  when  about  fifty -five  years  of 
age,  and  the  mother  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
one  years.  They  were  married  in  Dallas  County, 
and  here  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days,  the 
father  being  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  He  was 
a large  slave-holder  prior  to  the  late  Civil  War. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  he  was  ruling  elder  in  the  same.  After  his 
wife's  death  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Annie  W. 
Smith,  who  is  also  deceased.  By  the  first  marriage 
were  born  thirteen  children,  and  one  by  the  last 
union.  Of  the  former,  eleven  are  now  living,  and 
Judge  Samuel  H.  Smith  is  the  eldest  in  order  of 
birth.  He  received  a liberal  education  in  Dallas 
County,  and  remained  with  his  father  until  twenty- 
six  years  of  age,  when  he  commenced  for  himself 
as  a farmer.  He  is  the  owner  of  some  excellent 
land  and  cultivates  ninety  acres.  In  1877  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  discharged  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  this  office  in  a satisfactory 
manner  for  ten  years.  In  1888  he  was  elected 
county  and  probate  judge,  and  filled  this  position 
in  such  a manner  as  to  give  assurance  to  honorable 
people  that  the\  had  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place.  In  1877  he  married  Miss  Cornelia  Langley, 
daughter  of  Dr.  William  B.  Langley,  of  Texas, 
and  this  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
five  living  children.’ viz. : Cornelia  Ann.  Virginias 
Henry,  Mary  A..  William  S.  and  Lennie  L. 
Those  deceased  were  Presley  O.,  Annie  W.  and  an 
infant.  Judge  Smith  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  and  is  an  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited  citizen.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

David  B.  Sorrells,  farmer,  ginner  and  miller. 
Holly  Springs,  Ark.  Holly  Springs  Township  is 
acknowledged  bv  all  to  be  one  of  the  best  agricult 
ural  townships  in  this  county,  and  as  such  its  citi- 
zens are  men  of  advanced  ideas  and  considerable 
prominence.  A worthy  man  among  this  class  is 
found  in  the  person  of  David  B.  Sorrells.  He  is  a 
native  of  Bedford  County,  Tenn. , born  in  1833, 
and  the  son  of  Andrew  E.  and  Nancy  (Brooks) 
Sorrell,  natives  also  of  Bedford  County,  born  in 
1808  and  1810,  respectively.  They  were  married 
in  their  native  county,  and  about  1835  removed  to 
Marshall  County,  Miss.,  and  thence  to  Arkansas 
in  1847,  settling  near  where  Holly  Springs  now 
stands.  The  father  opened  up  four  different  farms 
in  that  vicinity,  and  died  in  1875.  -He  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  the  township,  was  justice  of  the  j 


peace  for  a number  of  years  before  the  war,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  bailiff  of  his  township. 
At  an  early  day  he  was  postmaster  of  Chapel  post- 
office,  and  was  an  industrious  and  honest  citizen. 
He  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  for  a great  many  years,  arid  both 
were  great  temperance  workers.  The  mother  is 
still  living.  The  paternal  grandfather,  David 
Sorrell,  was  a native  of  North  Carolina,  but  was 
an  early  settler  of  Tennessee,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  The  maternal  grandfather,  John  Brooks, 
was  also  a native  of  North  Carolina  and  an  early 
settler  of  Bedford  County.  Tenn.,  where  he  died. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  he  and  wife  were 
Methodists.  David  B.  Sorrells  was  the  third  of 
seven  children — two  sons  and  three  daughters— now 
living.  He  was  early  taught  the  duties  of  farm 
life,  received  a country  school  education,  and  in 
1854  was  married  to  Miss  Frances  J.  Mosley, 
daughter  of  Hardaway  and  Sarah  J.  Mosley, 
natives,  respectively,  of  North  Carolina  and  Ten- 
nessee. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mosley  were  married  in  the 
last-named  State,  and  in  1844  they  moved  to 
Ouachita  County.  Ark.,  where  the  mother  died 
soon  after.  The  father  died  in  Dallas  County  in 
IS  <4.  Mrs.  Sorrells  was  born  in  Tennessee  in 
1837  and  died  in  1880.  By  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Sorrells  she  became  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
four  sons  and  four  daughters  now  living:  William 
T.,  John  D.,  Alary  (wife  of  William  Mizell).  Nancy 
E.  (wife  of  Henry  Jones),  Sarah  J.,  Amanda  Nora, 
David  Brooks  and  Charles  H.  With  the  exception 
of  two  years,  1807  and  1870,  Air.  Sorrells  has 
lived  in  his  present  neighborhood  since  1817.  and 
is  one  of  the  earliest  settlers.  Since  1871  he  has 
resided  on  his  present  farm,  consisting  of  400 
acres,  and  has  1 10  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
also  has  a good  steam  gin  and  grist-mill,  and  is  one 
of  the  foremost  farmers  of  the  county.  In  1881 
he  erected  a saw  mill,  grist  mill-and  gin  at  Hollv 
Springs,  which  he  operated  for  quite  a number  of 
years.  In  January,  1802,  he  joined  Company  C. 
Thirty-third  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  operated  in 
Arkansas,  Louisiana  and  Texas.  He  fought  at 
Pleasant  Hill.  La.,  Jenkins’  Ferry,  Ark.,  and  was 
wounded  at  the  last  place.  He  was  discharged  at 
Alarshall,  Tex.,  in  Alay,  1805.  In  politics  he  has 
been  a Democrat  all  his  life,  and  his  first  presiden 
tial  vote  was  for  James  Buchanan  in  1850.  So 
ciallv  he  has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  AT.. 
St.  John’s  Lodge,  at  Holly  Springs,  for  thirty  years, 
and  was  junior  warden.  His  eldest  two  sons  are 
members  of  tin1  same  lodge.  All'  Sorrells  is  also 
a member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  and  he  and 
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the  age  of  sixty- 
is  still  living,  and  is 
She  is  a member  of  the 


wife  have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
for  many  years.  All  but  the  two  younger  children 
are  members  of  the  same  church. 

William  D.  Stoll,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  For- 
dyce,  Ark.  The  agricultural  interests  of  Fordyce 
Township  are  ably  represented  by  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  a man  whose  entire  life  has  been 
passed  in  the  calling  which  now  receives  his  atten- 
tion. He  is  a native  of  Conway  County.  Ark., 
born  in  1844.  and  was  the  fifth  of  nine  children,  two 
sons  and  three  daughters  now  living,  the  result  of 
the  union  of  John  K.  and  Rachel  (Steel)  Stell,  na 
fives  of  Georgia.  The  parents  were  reared  and 
married  in  their  native  State,  and  later,  or  about 
1830.  they  came  to  Conway  County,  Ark.,  where 
the}  remained  until  1845.  They  then  moved  to 
Dallas  County,  settled  near  Holly  Springs,  but 
moved  from  there  to  the  neighborhood  where 
our  subject  now  resides,  about  1847.  There 
Mr.  Stell  died  in  1878, 
two  years.  The  mother 
seventy-four  years  of  age. 

Methodist  Church,  and  her  husband  was  a member 
of  the  same  for  many  years.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  was  also  a blacksmith,  and 
was  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Holly  Springs 
and  Tate’s  Bluff  for  some  time.  He  was  justice 
of  the  peace  for  many  years,  and  socially  was  a 
member  of  (he  Masonic  fraternity.  The  grand 
father,  Robert  Stell.  removed  to  Conway  County, 
Ark.,  at  an  early  day.  and  there  died.  William 
D.  Stell  was  reared  to  farm  labor,  and  received  a 
liberal  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  at 
Holly  Springs.  He  served  about  nine  months  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  war.  and  was  an  escort  of 
Gen.  Churchill's.  He  surrendered  at  Marshall, 
Tex.,  in  1865,  after  which  he  returned  to  farm  life. 
He  was  married  in  1874  to  Miss  Mary  Catherine 
Green,  a native  of  Dallas  County,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Bailey  S.  and  Elvira  Green.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Green  came  from  Georgia  to  Dallas  County.  Ark..- 
at  an  early  day.  and  are  still  living  there.  Mr. 
Green  was  all  through  the  Confederate  army.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stell  have  been  born  live  children — 
three  sons  and  two  daughters.  For  twelve  years 
Mr.  Stell  has  lived  on  his  present  farm,  five  miles 
northwest  of  Fordyce,  and  has  720  acres  of  land. 
In  politics  he  is  Democratic.  Mrs.  Stell  is  a 
Methodist. 

Robert  B.  Stone,  a prominent  citizen  and  a 
representative  farmer  of  the  county,  was  born  in 
Berry  County.  Ala.,  on  January  6,  1840,  and  his 
parents,  William  T.  and  Martha  (Rivers)  Stone, 
were  natives  of  the  same  State.  The  father  moved 
from  Alabama  to  Arkansas  in  1848.  located  in 
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Ouachita  County,  and  there  remained  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1888.  when  seventy-six 
years  of  age.  The  mother  died  in  1842.  when 
quite  a young  woman.  The  father  was  a very  sue 
cessful  farmer,  but  in  connection  with  this  occupa- 
tion was  also  engaged  in  merchandising.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat.  By  his  marriage  were 
born  two  children:  Robert  S.  and  Julia  (who  was 

the  wife  of  Rev.  Mr.  Austin,  a Methodist  Episco- 
pal minister,  who  died  in  Ouachita  County  ).  Rob- 
ert B.  Stone  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Union 
and  Dallas  Counties,  but  his  studies  were  inter- 
rupted by  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war.  He 
threw  aside  his  books,  and  on  May  2,  1861,  en  i 
listed  in  the  First  Confederate  Infantry,  and  par- 
ticipated in  a number  of  the  principal  engage 
ments,  viz.  : Shiloh,  Murfreesboro,  and  Perryville 

(Ivy.).  At  the  battle  of  Shiloh  he  received  a severe 
wound.  In  18(53  he  came  home  on  a furlough,  and 
was  soon  after  transferred  to  the  trails- Mississippi 
department,  and  was  in  Fagan's  advance  guard  of 
cavalry.  He  was  in  Price’s  raid  through  Missouri, 
and  in  most  all  the  battles  from  Pilot  Knob  to 
Webber  Station.  He  was  mustered  out  of  service 
at  Little  Rock  in  April.  1865.  and  returned  home, 
where  he  remained  until  1870,  assisting  his  father 
to  regain  some  little  of  the  many  thousands  of  dol- 
lars' worth  of  property  he  had  lost.  Since  then 
Mr.  Stone  has  been  unusually  successful.  He  was 
married  on  September  22.  1868.  to  Miss  Anna  E. 
Avry,  a native  of  Ouachita  County,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  F.  Avry.  She  died  in  October, 
1880.  Six  children  were  born  to  this  union,  two 
now  living:  Junius  and  Claude.  Those  deceased 
are  Willie  Samuel,  Robbie,  Mary  Lee  and  Iva.  In 
February.  1881.  Mr.  Stone  married  Miss  Katie 
Holmes,  a native  of  Dallas  County,  and  the  daugh 
ter  of  Samuel  and  Martha  Holmes.  Two  children 
are  the  fruits  of  Mr.  Stone’s  second  marriage: 
James  and  Julia  Rivers.  Mr.  Stone  is  one  of  the 
ffrst-class  citizens  of  the  county,  and  is  a liberal 
supporter  of  all  laudable  enterprises. 

P.  H.  Thomas,  editor  and  general  manager  of 

o a 

the  Enterprise.  Fordyce,  Ark.  Printing,  the  first 
and  tinest  of  all  mechanical  arts,  has  ever  counted 
in  the  ranks  of  its  prosecutors  the  best  talent  of 
all  communities.  So  peculiarly  has  its  uses  been 
recognized  and  developed  that  a distinct  difference 
lias  been  made  by  it  between  a civilized  and  an 
uncivilized  people.  The  Enterprise,  one  of  the 
newsiest  and  most  interesting  newspapers  in  South- 
ern Arkansas,  has  for  its  editor  and  manager  Mr. 

P.  H.  Thomas,  a great  reader,  a deep  thinker,  and 
a man  of  sound  judgment  and  good  practical  com- 
mon sense.  Mr.  Thomas  was  born  in  Dallas 
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County,  Ark.,  in  1851,  anil  is  the  son  of  Philip  H. 
ami  Mary  E.  (Rounsabill)  Thomas,  who  were  born 
in  Virginia  in  1820  ami  North  Carolina  in  182o, 
respectively.  The  parents  spent  the  principal  part 
of  their  lives  in  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  and  there 
died,  the  father  in  1878  and  the  mother  in  1880. 
He  was  a merchant  of  Princeton,  Ark.,  for  a good 
many  years,  and  was  a man  universally  respected. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  (Royal 
Arch)  for  many  years,  and  during  the  late  war  he 
was  enrolling  officer.  P.  H.  Thomas  was  reared 
on  the  farm,  and  as  he  attended  school  but  about 
thirteen  months  altogether,  his  education  was  ob- 
tained almost  wholly  by  his  own  exertions.  He 
remained  with  and  took  care  of  his  mother  until 
after  her  death,  and  in  1881  was  married  to  Nan- 
nie W.  Smith,  a native  of  Dallas  County,  Ark., 
and  the  daughter  of  Samuel  \Y.  and  Hester  A. 
Smith,  early  settlers  of  Dallas  County,  where  they 
passed  their  latter  days.  The  mother  died-  in 
1S80,  but  the  father  died  in  1864,  from  the  result 
of  imprisonment  in  the  prison  at  Little  Rock  dur- 
ing the  late  war.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
were  born  four  children  —two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Mr.  Thomas  farmed  until  1888,  when  he 
removed  to  Fordyce,  and  in  1889  was  the  means  of 
establishing  the  Fordyce  District  Fair,  of  which 
he  is  secretary.  In  lSOO  he  became  manager  and 
editor  of  the  Enterprise,  and  his  being  a man  of 
ability  and  energy  accounts  for  his  success  as  a 
journalist.  In  politics  he  is  Democratic,  and  his 
first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  Hancock. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Her  father  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Dallas 
County,  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  foremost 
citizens  in  many  respects.  He  accumulated  a 
fortune,  which  he  lost  the  principal  part  of  in  the 
late  war.  He  owned  immense  salt  works  and  dur- 
ing the  war  manufactured  salt  for  the  Government. 

William  Wallace,  planter.  Saline,  Ark.  Prom- 
inent among  the  old  and  highly  esteemed  citizens 
of  the  county,  whose  career  has  been  both  honor- 
able and  successful,  is  the  subject  of  the  present 
sketch,  who  was  born  in  Halifax  County.  Ya.,  on 
December  5,  1822.  His  father,  Tandy  Wallace, 
was  a native  of  Virginia,  was  a soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  was  a farmer  all  his  life.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  His  death  occurred  in  Vir- 
ginia, where  his  wife  and  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Wells,  was 
born,  and  where  she  passed  her  last  days.  Will- 
iam Wallace,  the  fifth  of  six  children,  received  a fair 
education  in  Virginia,  and  when  of  age  started 
out  for  himself  as  a farmer,  cultivating  the  soil  fur 


several  years  in  the  northern  part  of  North  Caro- 
lina. In  1848  he  came  to  Arkansas,  located  in 
Chester  Township,  Dallas  County,  but  shortly  af 
ter  moved  on  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  He  located  in  the  woods,  entered  forty 
acres,  and  since  then  has  added  to  this  400  acres 
of  as  good  lands  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  county, 
all  the  result  of  hard  work  aud  good  management. 
He  has  over  100  acres  under  cultivation,  and  is 
wide-awake  and  enterprising.  He  was  married  in 
1845,  to  Miss  N arcissa  Hall,  a native  of  Halifax 
County,  Va.,  born  in  1825,  and  the  daughter  of 
Pleasant  Hall.  Nine  children  were  the  fruits  of 
this  union:  Mary  J.  (wife  of  H.  H.  Chandler,  a 
farmer  near  Benton,  Ark.),  William  M.  (farmer), 
Martha,(wife  of  Robert  Mitchell,  a farmer  of  the 
county),  James  R.  (farmer),  Callie  (wife  of  Luther 
Miller,  a farmer),  Jennie,  John,  H.  P..  Jimmie  and 
Eliza.  Mr.  Wallace  has  always  supported  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  accepts  its  views  as  sound 
and  well  suited  to  any  man. 

William  J.  Walsh,  who  is  also  numbered  among 
the  substantial  and  much  respected  residents  of 
the  county,  came  originally  from  Virginia,  his 
birth  occurring  in  Chesterfield  County,  in  1822, 
and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  aud  Martha  T.  (Bacher) 
Walsh,  natives  also  of  the  Old  Dominion.  The  par- 
ents both  died  in  Dallas  County , Ark.,  the  father  on 
September  4,  1851,  when  about  fifty-five  years  of 
age,  and  the  mother  in  October,  1858,  when  about 
fifty-five  years  of  age.  They  were  married  in 
their  native  State  and  moved  from  there  to  Fay  ette 
County,  Tenn.,  in  1837.  where  they  remained  un- 
til 1848.  They  then  came  to  Arkansas,  located  in 
Dallas  County,  and  there  received  their  final  sum- 
mons. The  father  was  a millwright  and  worked 
at  his  trade  the  principal  part  of  his  life.  In 
later  years,  however,  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
connection  with  his  trade,  and  was  quite  success- 
ful  in  both  occupations.  When  a yrnung  man  he 
built  the  Merchants’  Flouring  Mill,  at  Pittsburg. 
Va. , and  while  in  Tennessee  he  owned  mills  at 
Moscow  and  other  places.  He  was  a Jeffersonian 
Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  was  a member 
of  the  Universalist  Church.  Mrs.  Walsh  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Their  union  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children,  four  now 
living:  Maria  (widow  of  Dr.  Willis  Winstead,  de- 
ceased, and  residing  in  Lono,  Hut  Springs  County. 
Ark.),  John  L.  (is  a farmer  of  Dallas  County), 
and  Sarah  (wife  of  Dr.  Leli,  of  Cleveland). 
Those  deceased  were  named:  Lavinia.  Bell,  Martha 
T.  and  Elizabeth.  William  J.  Walsh  received 
his  schooling  in  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  and  when 
seventeen  years  of  age  took  charge  of  his  father's 
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farm,  until  the  latter’s  death,  when  he  purchased 
the  old  homestead,  on  which  he  has  been  residing 
ever  since.  He  is  the  owner  of  900  acres  of  land 
with  a good  portion  under  cultivation,  and  has  con 
tributed  his  full  share  to  the  agricultural  develop- 
ment of  this  part  of  the  county.  On  February 
0,  1850,  he  married  Miss  Henrietta  Holmes,  who 
was  borfl  in  Mecklenburg  County,  Ya. . on  Sep- 
tember 25,  1837,  and  who  was  the  daughter  of 
Col.  William  T.  M Holmes  and  Martha  (Gee) 
Holmes.  Col.  Holmes  was  colonel  of  the  Third 
Arkansas  Confederate  Infantry,  was  in  many  hard- 
fought  battles,  and  was  killed  at  Hatchie  Bend,  or 
the  battle  of  Corinth.  He  was  a prominent  citi- 
zen of  Dallas  County,  and  represented  the  same  in 
the  Legislature  several  times.  He  was  prominent 
in  church  affairs  and  was  a Methodist  in  his  belief. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walsh  were  born  eight  children: 
Thomas  J. , William  M. , Oliver  G. , Percy,  Lula, 
Alice,  Martha  G.  and  Caspar.  Mr.  Walsh  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  as  are  also 
four  of  the  children.  Miss  Alba  Owens,  niece  of 
Mr.  \\  alsh,  makes  her  home  with  the  family.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  T.  (Walsh) 
Owens,  the  father  at  the  present  time  residing  in 
Louisiana,  but  the  mother  died  in  Dallas  County. 
Mr.  Walsh's  thoroughness  as  a man.  and  good 
taste  and  industry  as  an  agriculturist,  are  to  be  seen 
in  the  surroundings  of  his  home  place,  arid  he  de- 
serves the  position  in  which  he  is  held  by  so  many 
in  the  community. 

Dr.  John  A.  W aters,  physician,  surgeon  and 
druggist,  Fordyce,  Ark.  In  a comprehensive  work 
of  this  kind,  dealing  with  industrial  pursuits,  sci- 
ences, arts  and  professions,  it  is  only  tit  and  right 
that  that  profession  on  which  in  some  period  or 
other  of  our  lives — the  medical  profession— we 
are  all  more  or  less  dependent,  should  be  noticed, 
and  much  more  so,  when,  in  connection  with  it,  is 
carried  on  the  drug  trade.  Dr.  Waters  was  born 
in  Alabama  in  1892,  and  his  parents,  Alfred  M.  and 
Fannie  B.  (Seymour j Waters,  were  natives  of  Ala- 
bama and  North  Carolina,  respectively,  the  former 
born  in  1833  and  the  latter  in  1837.  Thev  (the 
parents)  were  married  in  what  is  now  Cleveland 
County,  Ark. , and  there  passed  the  closing  scenes 
of  their  life,  the  father  dying  in  1879  and  the 
mother  in  1878.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  was  all  through  the  Civil  W ar.  as  a private  in 
the  Confederate  army.  The  grandfather,  John 
Waters,  was  born  in  Georgia,  was  a Revolutionary 
soldier,  followed  farming  for  a livelihood,  and  died 
in  Alabama.  He  was  of  Irish  descent.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Seymour,  was  a native  of  North 


Carolina  and  an  early  settler  of  what  is  now  called 
Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  where  his  death  occurred 
before  the  late  war.  He  was  also  a farmer  by 
pursuit  and  a Revolutionary  soldier.  Dr.  John 
A.  Waters,  the  second  of  seven  children,  five  now 
living,  was  reared  principally  on  the  farm,  and  re- 
ceived a good  education,  mostly  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity at  Fayetteville, Ark.  He  graduated  from  the 
Missouri  Medical  College  at  St.  Louis,  in  1885,  and 
at  once  began  practicing  at  Fordyce,  where  he  Iras 
since  continued,  and  where,  in  connection  with  his 
practice,  he  established  a drug  store  in  1887.  He 
is  the  owner  of  considerable  property  in  Fordyce, 
all  the  result  of  his  own  energy  and  perseverance. 
He  was  married  in  18S0  to  Miss  Cornelia  Bryant,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Bryant,  formerly 
; of  Alabama,  but  now  of  Dallas  County.  Mrs. 
Waters  was  born  in  Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  and 
by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  one  daugh- 
ter. Mr.  Waters  is  a Democrat  in  politics, and  his 
first  presidential  vote  was  for  Grover  Cleveland 
i in  1884.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity at  Fordyce. 

John  C.  Welch,  a man  respected  and  esteemed 
for  his  many  good  qualities,  owes  his  nativity  to 
Georgia,  liis  birth  occurring  in  Marion  County,  in 
1834,  and  is  the  son  of  Marquis  D.  L.  and  Anna 
Streetman  (Watson)  Welch,  natives  of  South  Caro- 
i lina.  Both  parents  died  in  Angelina  County,  Tex., 
the  father  in  1804.  when  about  sixty-iive  years  of 
age,  and  the  mother  in  1807.  when  about  sixty- 
three  yea-rs  of  age.  They  were  married  in  Geor- 
i gia.  and  moved  from  there  to  Dallas  County,  Ark., 
j in  1845,  locating  on  Cypress  Creek,  where  they 
remained  until  1832  or  1853,  and  then  moved  to 
Angeline  County,  Tex.  There  they  received  their 
final  summons.  He  was  a farmer  all  his  life,  and 
in  that  occupation  was  very  successful.  He  and 
wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  for  many  years,  and  he  was  class- 
leader  in  the  same.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch 
i Democrat.  To  their  marriage  were  born  live  sons 
and  live  daughters,  John  C.  being  lifth  in  order  of 
birth.  The  latter  passed  his  school  days  in  Dallas 
County,  and  when  his  parents  went  to  Texas  he 
i remained  in  Dallas  County,  where  he  has  farmed 
most  of  the  time  since.  In  1855  he  commenced 
the  pottery  business,  where  he  now  lives,  and  has 
continued  this  in  connection  with  farming  ever 
since.  He  has  all  kinds  of  vessels  made  from  clay  — 
churns,  crocks,  jugs,  flower-pots,  etc.  This  is  the 
only  pottery  in  the  county.  Mr.  Welch  is  the 
owner  of  about  1,500  acres  of  laud,  and  has  a'cou- 
siderable  portion  under  cultivation.  During  the 
; late  war  he  was  on  detached  duty  at  the  pottery. 
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December  28,  1858,  he  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Nunn,  a native  of  Rockingham  County.  N.  C.,  born 
in  1838,  and  the  daughter  of  Admiral  and  Annie 
Nunn.  Mrs.  Welch  died  in  this  county,  on  March 
17,  1SS6,  and  left  eight  children,  all  living:  John 
N. , Annie  L.  (wife  of  Fleece  Nor,  a farmer  of  this 
county),  Thomas  B.  (at  home),  Mary  B.  (at  home), 
De  Marquis  D.  L.,  Felix  G.,  Dora  F.  and  Mattie 
Amy  Smith.  Mr.  Welch  and  family  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  in 
politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Rufus  W.  Williams,  lumberman  and  merchant. 
Holly  Springs,  Ark.  This  prominent  businessman 
was  originally  from  Butts  County,  Ga.,  where  he 
was  born  in  1842,  and  was  the  fifth  of  nine  chil 
dren  born  to  Dr.  John  W.  and  Martha  (McCord) 
Williams.  He  was  early  taught  the  duties  of  farm 
life,  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  when  the  war  broke  out.  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate Army,  Company  D,  Twelfth  Arkansas  In- 
fantry, and  operated  a-  orderly  sergeant  in  Arkan- 
sas, Tennessee,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Louisiana  and 
Georgia.  He  was  captured  at  Island  No.  10,  and 
made  his  escape  and  joined  his  command.  He  was 
with  Gen.  Bragg  through  Kentucky,  was  at  Corinth, 
Perry  vi  lie,  Port  Hudson,  Mansfield.  Jackson's 
Ferry  and  others.  He  surrendered  at  Marshall, 
Tex.,  in  May.  1S05,  and  came  home,  where  he  was 
married  in  180(3  to  Miss  Fannie  Key,  daughter  of 
Joseph  L.  and  Betsey  Key,  natives  of  Georgia  and 
Arkansas,  respectively.  Mr.*  Key  died  in  Holly 
Springs,  in  1852,  but  his  widow  is  still  living.  Mrs. 
Williams  was  born  in  Butts  County,  Ga. , and  died 
in  1882.  She  left  six  children — five  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Mr.  William's  second  marriage  occurred 
in  1883,  to  Mrs.  Acldie  Gaston,  sister  of  his  first 
wife,  and  a native  of  Dallas  County,  Ark.  To  this 
union  were  born  live  children.  Mr.  Williams  has 
lived  in  and  near  Holly  Springs  since  his  residence 
in  Arkansas,  and  is  one  of  the  leadiug  and  sub- 
stantial citizens.  For  over  twenty  three  years  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  saw  mill  busi- 
ness, owning  a good  water-mill  and  about  1,400 
acres  of  good  timber  land  on  Tulip  Creek.  He  has 
also  beeu  engaged  in  merchandising.  His  first 
presidential  vote  was  for  H.  Seymour,  in  1808,  and 
he  is  a Democrat.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, St.  John's  Lodge  No.  38,  at  Holly  Springs, 
and  a man  universally  respected.  Mrs  Williams 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  in  North 
Carolina,  were  married  in  that  State,  and  from 
there  emigrated  to  Georgia,  thence  to  Alabama, 
and  finally,  in  1854,  to  Dallas  County.  Ark.,  pass- 
ing their  last  days  at  Holly  Springs.  The  mother's 


death  occurred  in  1882,  and  the  father's  in  1884. 
He  was  a very  successful  physician,  followed  his 
profession  for  fifty-four  years,  and  was  the  oldest 
physician  in  this  part  of  the  State.  He  was  count} 
and  probate  judge  of  Butts  County,  Ga. , for  a 
number  of  years,  and  was  a man  of  education  and 
unusual  intelligence.  When  he  first  settled  in 
Arkansas  there  were  but  two  physicians  hi  twenty 
miles  of  Holly  Springs.  He  was  the  son  of  Ran- 
dolph Williams,  who  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
and  wdio  died  near  Nashville,  Tenn. , where  he  had 
followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans.  He  was  of  Irish  descent.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  McCord,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  in  Georgia.  He 
was  also  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a 
prominent  man,  and  was  probate  judge  of  Butts 
County,  Ga. , for  over  twenty  years. 

Dr.  P.  W.  Wood,  physician,  surgeon  and  min- 
nister,  Fordvce,  Ark.  Among  the  citizens  of  Dai 
las.  as  well  as  surrounding  counties,  the  name  that 
heads  this  sketch  is  by  no  means  an  unfamiliar 
one,  for  it  is  borne  by  one  who  is  actively  and  suc- 
cessfully occupied  in  the  prosecution  of  his  chosen 
profession,  and  whose  career  as  a practitioner  and 
thorough  student  of  medicine  has  won  for  him  uo 
less  a reputation  than  has  his  personal  character- 
istics as  a citizen  and  neighbor.  Dr.  3\  ood  was 
born  in  Pontotoc  County,  Miss.,  in  1840.  and  is 
the  son  of  Solomon  L.  Wood,  a native,  probably, 
of  Alabama.  The  father  was  married  to  Miss  Lu- 
cinda White  (mother  of  subject),  a native  of  Law- 
rence County,  Tenn.,  and  they  afterward  removed  to 
Mississippi,  where  the  mother  died  when  our  sub- 
ject was  but  one  day  old.  Mr.  \\  ood  returned  to 
Tennessee,  was  married  again,  and  he  is  now  liv- 
incr  in  Fulton  Countv.  Ark.,  with  his  fourth  wife. 

co  * 

Dr.  P.  W.  Wood  was  left  with  E.  B.  Shannon,  and 
was  reared  by  that  gentleman,  never  seeing  his  fa- 
ther until  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  country  schools  until  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and  then  spent  ten  months  at  Oko- 
lona  Academy,  preparatory  to  attending  a higher 
school.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  joined 
the  Okolona  Rides  of  the  Eleventh  Mississippi  In- 
fantry, operated  in  Virginia,  and  after  the  first 
Bull  Run  fight  was  discharged  on  account  of  ill 
health.  He  returned  home,  and  soon  after  joined 
Company  E,  First  Mississippi,  as  a private,  but 
was  soon  promoted  to  adjutant.  He  was  at  Fort 
Donelson,  made  his  escape  and  came  home,  where 
he  was  sick  for  some  time.  After  recovering  In- 
joined  the  Forty  first  Mississippi  Infantry,  and  was 
with  Gen.  Bragg  in  Kentucky.  He  fought  at  Per 
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ryville,  and  just  before  the  Murfreesboro  tight  the  ! 
Fort  Donelson  refugees  received  orders  to  return 
to  their  original  command.  Dr.  Wood  received 
his  old  position  as  adjutant,  and  was  in  the  service 
at  Port  Hudson.  He  was  also  in  the  battles  at  At- 
lanta, Peachtree  Creek,  Franklin,  Tenn..  and  sur- 
rendered with  J.  E.  Johnston.  After  the  war  he 
taught  school  for  about  eleven  years,  and  then  be- 
gan the  practice  of  medicine,  which  he  had  studied 
before  the  war.  Since  then  he  has  practiced  his 
profession,  and  has  made  a success  of  the  same, 
j He  was  married,  in  1862,  to  Miss  Lina  D.  Single- 
ton,  a native  of  Mississippi,  and  a daughter  of 
Lemuel  and  Elsie  Singleton,  natives  of  South 
Carolina.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Singleton  were  married 
in  Alabama,  and  removed  from  there  to  Missis- 
sippi. where  Mr.  Singleton  died,  when  his  daugh- 
| ter,  Lina  D.,  was  an  infant.  Mrs.  Singleton  died 
in  1889.  Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  were  born  live  1 
living  children.  During  the  winter  of  1S7S-79  , 
the  Doctor  removed  to  Pike  County,  Ark.,  where 
he  practiced  his  profession  until  1881,  and  then  : 
removed  to  near  Chambersville,  Calhoun  County,  ! 
Ark.  Two  years  later  he  removed  to  his  present 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  seven  miles  northwest  of  , 
Fordyce,  where  he  has  a splendid  practice.  Po- 
litically he  was  reared  a Whig,  voted  for  Bell  in 
1860,  and  since  the  war  has  been  a Democrat.  He 
and  wife  have  been  members  in  good  standing  in 
the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  since  1865.  and  in 
1868  he  was  licensed  to  preach.  In  1870  he  was 
ordained,  and  has  preached  more  or  less  ever  since, 

now  having  two  regular  charges. 

© © © 

Dr.  Oliver  O.  Wozencraft,  physician  and  sur- 
geon, Pine  Grove,  Ark.  There  is  no  name  better 
known  among  the  medical  profession  in  Dallas 
County  than  that  of  Dr.  Oliver  O.  Wozencraft. 
He  owes  his  nativity  to  Clark  County,  Ga.,  in 
1849,  and  is  the  son  of  William  T.  and  A.  G. 
(Oliver)  Wozencraft,  who  were  born  in  Clark 
County,  Ga. , in  1816,  and  South  Carolina,  in 
1823,  respectively.  W.  T.  Wozencraft  was 
married  in  his  native  State,  and  there  remained 
until  1852,  when  he  came  to  Arkansas,  residing 
the  first  year  at  Princeton.  From  there  he  moved 
to  Holly  Springs,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since, 
with  the  exception  of  1864  and  1865,  when  he  was 
in  Texas.  He  was  county  and  probate  judge  of 
Clark  County,  Ga..  for  a number  of  years,  and 
was  captain  of  the  militia  at  an  early  day,  raising 
a company  for  the  Mexican  War.  but  did  not  enter 
service.  He  was  also  captain  of  the  Home  Guards, 


in  Arkansas,  for  some  time  during  the  Civil  War: 
was  surveyor  of  Dallas  County,  from  about  1866  to 
1 S76,  and  while  in  Texas,  was  assistant  enrolling  offi- 
cer. He  has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M.  for 
many  years.  Koval  Arch  and  Council,  having  taken 
the  thirty-first  degree.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Wozen-  j 
craft  both  followed  the  profession  of  school  teach- 
ing. until  1857,  since  which  time  Mr.  Wozencraft 
has  followed  farming.  His  father,  Thomas  Wozen- 
craft, was  a native  of  Wales,  and  when  about 
thirty  years  of  age  came  to  the  United  States 
(about  the  first  part  of  the  present  century),  and 
made  an  expedition  through  Louisiana  and  Arkan- 
sas, and  during  the  War  of  1812.  while  on  the  way 
home,  was  captured,  within  one  day’s  ride  of  his 
home,  and  brought  back  to  England.  He  was 
married  in  Georgia,  and  in  1816  returned  to  his 
native  land.  He  was  absent  from  his  family  in 
the  United  States  for  seven  years,  and  the  father 
of  our  subject  was  seven  years  old  before  he  saw 
his  father.  After  his  return  to  his  family  in  Amer- 
ica he  spent  the  balance  of  his  life  engaged  in 
farming  in  Georgia.  He  led  an  interesting  and 
eventful  life.  The  maternal  grandfather.  John 
Oliver,  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  died  in 
Georgia.  He  was  a farmer  and  miller  by  occupa- 
tion. Dr.  Oliver  O.  Wozencraft  was  the  sixth  of  ] 
ten  sons  and  five  daughters,  ten  of  whom  are  now 
living.  He  was  educated  at  Stanley’s  High  School, 
Camden,  principally,  after  which  he  taught  school 
a few  years.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  with 
Drs.  Thompson  and  Lee,  at  Princeton,  and  in  1872 
and  1873  attended  the  University  of  Louisville,  Ivy. 

He  then  attended  the  Missouri  Medical  College  at 
St.  Louis,  graduated  from  the  same  in  18  < 6,  and 
began  practicing  near  where  he  was  reared,  his 
present  neighborhood.  In  1883  he  removed  to  Tex 
arkana,  but  one  year  later  returned,  and  then  spent 
the  next  year  in  Arkadelphia.  Since  then  he  has 
been  where  he  first  located,  and  has  a good  prac 
tice.  He  has  a farm  of  200  acres  with  many  im 
provements.  etc.  He  was- married  in  1877,  to 
Miss  1.  B.  Horton,  a native  of  Texas,  born  in 
1856,  and  the  daughter  of  W.  S.  and  E.  S.  Horton 
[see  sketch].  Five  children  were  born  to  Dr.  and 
Mrs  Wozencraft.  three  sons  and  one  daughter 
now  living.  Dr.  Wozencraft  is  a Democrat  in  pol 
tics,  and  Horace  Greeley  was  the  first  presidential 
nominee  for  whom  he  cast  a vote.  He  is  a mem 
her  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  now  Russell  Lodge, 
formerly  of  Manchester  No.  16.  and  he  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


• • 

■ 


' 


1 


. 


740 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Bradley  County— Position — Extent — Surface— Productions— Cu.\  r alter  of  Soil— Stock  R a ising 
Population— History. of  First  Comers— Names  of  Pioneers— some  Inconveniences— Some 
First  Things — Military  Matters— Scholastic  Affairs — Circuit  Court  Transac- 
tions — Legal  Interests  — County  Formation — Names  of  1'oavnsiiips — 

Post -Offices  — Advantages — Assessment  and  Valuation- 
County  Court  — Towns  and  Villages — Warren- 
Public  Buildings  — County  Officers— 

Family  Records. 

— 


See  bow  the  rising  fruits  the  gardens  crown, 

Imbibe  the  sun,  and  make  his  light  their  own. — Blarkmorc. 
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RADLEY  COUNTY,  named 
for  Capt.  Bradley,  the  first 
Representative  from  this 
locality  under  Territorial 
legislation,  is  situated  in 
the  southeastern  part  of  the 
State,  in  the  third  tier  of 
counties  from  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  and  the  second 
from  the  Louisiana  line, 
the  extreme  southern  part  approaching 
to  within  eight  miles  of  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  State.  It  is  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  peninsula  formed  by 
the  union  of  the  Ouachita  and  Saline 
Rivers,  the  Ouachita  being  the  boun- 
dary line  on  the  southwest,  separating 
this  county  from  Union.  On  the  west 
is  Calhoun  County,  with  Moro  Bayou 
the  dividing  line:  on  the  north.  Cleve- 
land County:  on  the  east.  Drew  Coun- 
ty— the  Saline  River  dividing  the  two 
counties  for  about  one  half  the  dis 
tauce,  while  Ashley  County  is  on  the  southeast. 
The  count)  is  some  thirty-six  miles  long,  north 
and  south,  in  the  longest  place,  and  twenty  four 
miles  wide,  and  has  an  area  of  about  050  square 
miles,  or  416,600  acres.  Of  this  number  304,643 
acres  are  taxed;  the  remainder  being  Government 


land,  subject  to  homestead;  State  land,  subject  to 
donation,  and  school  land.  The  surface  of  the 
county  is  comparatively  level,  yet  roiling  enough 
to  afford  sufficient  drainage.  A bird's-eye  view 
would  present  a picture  of  the  Saline  River  on  the 
east,  with  its  bottom  lands — varying  in  width  from 
one-half  mile  to  two  miles — the  hills,  gradually 
rising,  reaching'  their  highest  elevation  from  six  to 
eight  miles  above  the  river,  gently  sloping  toward 
Lagle  Creek,  flowing  adown  the  center  of  the 
county,  and  its  valley:  then  the  rising  land  be 
tween  Lagle  and  Moro  Bayou,  on  the  west.  A 
gradual  declension  from  north  to  south  is  also 
apparent,  till  reaching  the  southern  extremity. 
There  is  a considerable  scope  of  country  bordering 
on  the  Saline  and  Ouachita  Rivers  which  is  subject 
to  inundation.  Small  streams  traverse  the  county, 
tributaries  to  the  larger  ones  previously  mentioned. 
However,  40,000  acres  will  embrace  the  total  of 
the  land  that  is  frequently  covered  with  water, 
and  by  that  means  rendered  unfit  for  cultivation. 
Magnificent  growths  of  pine  forest  trees  cover  the 
upland,  including  the  different  varieties  of  oak  and 
hickory.  In  the  bottoms  grow,  in  profusion,  oak. 
hickory,  black  and  sweet  gum.  cypress,  elm  and 
sycamore. 

The  soil  in  the  river  bottoms  is  rich  alluvial,  on 
the  uplands  clayey  and  sandy  loam,  the  creek  val 
leys  being  especially  productive,  while  all  is  quite 
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fertile.  Farming  is  the  chief  industry,  and  in  no 
county  in  the  State  under  the  same  conditions  does 
thorough  and  systematic  work  produce  better  re- 
sults. Cotton  on  the  uplands  yields  from  1,000  to 
1,500  pounds  of  seed  cotton  to  the  acre,  corn  from 
25  to  30  bushels,*  wheat  from  20  to  25  bushels,  oats 
and  rye  are  a sure  crop,  with  an  ample  yield. 
Field  peas  are  cultivated  extensively,  as  are  sweet 
and  Irish  potatoes.  Watermelons  frequently  grow 
to  be  100  pounds  in  weight.  In  1885  there  were 
but  25,012  acres  of  improved  land  in  the  county. 
It  is  now  estimated  at  40, 000  acres.  Considerable 
attention  is  given  to  stock-raising,  especially  in  the 
direction  of  hogs  and  cattle,  as  in  1870  there  were 
9,720  cattle  in  the  county,  and  13,891  hogs,  repre- 
senting §106,062;  in  1880.  8,472  cattle,  and  14,191 
hogs,  valued  at  §65,315,  and  in  1889,  9,457  cattle 
and  12,219  hogs,  with  an  assessed  value  of  §69,- 
305.  The  tine  range  for  cattle,  with  the  same  for 
winter  pasture,  makes  the  cost  of  production  slight, 
the  mast  from  the  forest  renders  the  outlay  of 
raising  hogs  almost  nothing,  and  it  is  the  rule 
rather  than  the  exception  that  they  are  killed  for 
meat  off  of  the  mast,  without  having  eaten  an  ear 
of  corn.  The  lumber  trade  is  as  yet  in  its  infancy, 
but  several  mills  are  located  in  the  county,  and  the 
value  of  the  timber  lands  is  rapidly  increasing. 
Capitalists  are  buying  up  large  tracts  of  the 
choicest  with  a view  to  speculating.  Unimproved 
lands  can  be  bought  at  from  §1.50  to  §3  an 
acre,  and  improved  at  from  §5  to  §12.  and  even 
higher. 

The  population  of  Bradley  County  in  1850  was 
3,829;  in  I860,  8.388;  in  1870.  8.646;  in  1880, 
6,285.  It  wdl  now  be  over  7, COO. 

Capt.  Hugh  Bradley,  who  while  with  Jackson  at 
New  Orleans  learned  of  the  Arkansas  Territory 
from  some  Spanish  explorers,  in  1818.  in  company 
with  some  of  his  neighbors,  came  up  Red  River  on 
an  exploring  expedition.  In  1821  or  1822  he 
reached  Long  Prairie,  in  Lafayette  County,  ac- 
companied by  several  men  and  their  families, 
the  settlement  receiving  a few  acquisitions  in  the 
three  or  four  years  following.  Becoming  dissatis- 
fied, they  were  on  the  lookout  for  a more  pleasing 
place  for  a home.  In  1825  Isaac  Pennington  and 
Aaron  Johnston  settled  in  Bradley  County,  near 
the  Saline  River,  east  of  Warren.  About  the  same 
time  came  Capt.  Bradley,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  LaFayette  County  colony.  In  1827  Charles 
H.  Seay  and  his  father  in  law.  Mr.  Beard,  ap- 
peared. The  settlement  then  consisted  of  Capt. 
Bradley,  C.  H.  Seav.  Alex  Beard.  Isaac  Pen- 
nington, Jacob  Pennington,  Henry  Wise,  Frank 

s .1.  T.  Kdrliiiitcsii  raised  sr  Imsliels  mi  one  acre  in  lssi. 


Berry,  Bryant  Gardner,  Ben  Franklin,  and  Dr. 
John  T.  Caleen.  In  1S27  C.  H.  Seay  was  appoint- 
ed magistrate,  and  thus  became  the  first  judicial  of- 
ficer in  the  county;  during  the  three  years  while 
holding  the  office  he  had  but  one  case  before  him. 
In  the  fall’of  1827  occurred  the  murder  of  Aaron 
Johnston,  who  was  assassinated  in  his  own  house. 
The  murderer  was  never  discovered.  This  was 
the  only  case  of  the  kind  occurring  in  the  settle- 
ment for  over  fifteen  years.  In  1832.  in  addition 
to  those  already  mentioned,  there  were  in  this  new 
community,  Levi  French.  Sam  McKinney,  the 
Widow  Wooldridge,  Old  Man  Dixon,  Simeon  Hiley 
(who  had  a store,  his  stock  of  goods  being  quite 
small).  Tom  Cornish  and  Jeff  Thurman.  Alex 
Beard  had  died,  as  also  had  Ben  Franklin.  In 
this  year  James  Turner  came  from  Tennessee.  In 
1834  the  Markses  settled  northwest  of  the  older 
colony.  In  1836  came  the  Reaves,  four  families 
of  them,  the  Tidwells,  Akains,  Childs  and  Edring- 
tons.  As  might  be  inferred.  C.  H.  Seay  and  Capt. 
Hugh  Bradley  were -the  leading  spirits  in  those 
times. 

In  1830  Seay  was  elected  sheriff  of  Union 
County,  and  in  1835  was  a member  of  the  Lower 
House  of  the  Territorial  Legislature.  Capt.  Bradley 
being  in  the  Senate.  About  this  time  the  inhab 
itants  were  greatly  elated  over  the  prospects  of 
the  country  rapidlv  tilling  up,  but  they  met  with 
disappointment,  as  emigration  was  but  slow.  Dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  earlier  inhabitants  little  labor 
was  necessary  to  secure  an  abundant  living.  The 
forest  and  canebrakes  furnished  food  for  the  do- 
mestic animals  during  the  winter,  and  the  upland 
grass  for  the  summer.  Black  bear  made  hog- 
raising uncertain,  the  wild  animals  often  coming 
to  the  cabin  door  for  a fat  pig.  A portion  of  the 
w'inter  and  spring  seasons  was  spent  in  bear  hunt- 
ing. By  March,  grass,  as  a general  thing,  was 
knee  high,  and  herds  of  wild  cattle  roamed  the 
forest.  Corn  was  carried  on  pack-horses  to  Red 
River  to  be  ground,  a distance  of  over  100  miles. 
The  first  mill  was  a horse  mill  on  the  farm  of 
Hugh  Bradley.  A church  and  school-house  were 
erected  in  1827.  about  two  and  one-half  miles  east 
of  where  Warren  now  is.  The  first  post-office  was 
some  two  miles  south  of  \\  arren,  and  Dr.  Cabeen 
was  postmaster.  The  first  steam-mill  was  con- 
structed in  1855.  Scoby  built  one,  and  Martin 
and  Franklin  another.  Crops  were  marketed  down 
the  Saline  River  to  Moro,  La.  The  first  steam- 
boat to  come  up  the  Saline  River  was  the  “Gen. 
Brian,”  which  made  one  trip. 

The  men  of  Bradley  County,  as  elsewhere  in  the 
State,  answered  promptly  when  the  call  to  arms 
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came  in  1801.  In  June,  1801,  13.  F.  Sweeney 
raised  a company  of  men,  which  was  embodied  in 
the  Fifth  Arkansas.  Young  McTaminon  and  J. 
IV.  Blankenship  each  raised  a company  in  the  same 
year,  each  of  which  was  made  a part  of  the  Ninth 
; Arkansas.  \Y.  H.  \\  heeler  raised  a company  in 
the  latter  part  of  ISO  I,  and  in  1802 Capt.  Edwards 
formed  another  company.  The  Federal  troops  made 
several  raids  into  the  county,  and  carried  off  some 
horses  and  negroes  during  the  war  period.  In 
1868  Cattison's  militia  were  here  for  a time.  No 
battles  were  fought  within  the  present  limits  of  the 
county. 

More  interest  is  being  taken  in  the  educational 
affairs  of  Bradley  County  each  year.  This  is 
shown  beyond  a doubt  by  the  increasing  number 
of  districts  voting  school  tax.  and  the  increased 
enrollment.  The  following  summary  of  the  county 
examiner’s  report  for  1888  will  be  read  with  in- 
! terest:  enumeration,  white.  1,607;  enumeration, 
colored,  088;  enrollment,  white.  018;  enrollment, 
colored,  3 <9;  number  of  districts,  38;  number  of 
i districts  reporting  enrollment,  23;  number  of  dis- 
tricts voting  tax.  18;  number  of  teachers  employed, 
31;  number  of  school  houses.  21 ; value  of  school- 
houses,  83,086;  number  of  institutes  held,  1;  num- 
ber of  teachers  attending,  15. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Langston,  county  treasurer,  pre- 
sented at  the  same  time  a statement  of  the  public 
school  funds  of  Bradley  County  for  the  year  ending 
June  30.  1888:  amount  received,  balance  on  hand 
June  30,  1887,  §4,592.71;  from  common  school 
fund,  §2,318.70;  from  district  tax,  §2,970.35;  from 
poll  tax,  §1.117.42;  from  other  sources.  §57.22: 
total,  §11,056.49.  Amount  expended:  for  teach- 
ers' salaries,  §4,872.24;  for  purchasing  houses  or 
sites,  §25;  for  building  and  repairing,  §532.70; 
for  treasurer’s  commissions.  §129.26;  for  other 
purposes,  §205.58;  total.  §5.764.78.  Balance  in 
county  treasury  unexpended.  §5.291.71.  At  the 
present  time  there  are  thirty-nine  school  districts 
within  the  county. 

The  first  Circuit  Court  held  in  this  county  was 
at  the  house  of  Hugh  Bradley,  commencing  Mon- 
day,  April  26,  1841.  with  Hon.  Isaac  Baker,  judge. 
The  grand  jury  was  composed  of  the  following 
named  men:  Bryan  Gardner,  foreman:  Simeon 

Haley,  William  Grose.  William  Morris.  H.  B. 
Howston.  James  Wise,  G.  W.  Ethridge,  William 
Griffith.  James  Henderson  Ruben  Johnston,  Jo 
seph  Reaves,  Joshua  Marks,  and  E L.  Franklin. 
There  was  no  business  before  them,  and  but  three 
civil  suits  occupied  the  attention  of  the  court. 
The  first,  criminal  case  was  entitled,  ‘‘The  State  of 
Arkansas  vs.  William  Beard.’’  commenced  in  Oc 


t.ober,  1841.  Beard  was  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  Henley  Turner.  The  case  dragged  along  for 
two  years  with  the  result  that  Beard  w as  finally 
acquitted.  In  October,  1843,  Josiah  Gould,  who 
afterward  became  circuit  judge,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  Allen  C.  Nelson  was  the  first  person  in 
the  county  convicted  in  a criminal  case.  He  was 
sentenced  to  one  year  in  the  State  penitentiary  for 
stealing,  in  April.  1844. 

George  and  Henry  Coker  were  hanged  for  mur- 
der, April  5,  1861.  Howard  G.  Edmonds  gave  up 
his  life  on  the  gallows,  December  9,  1881,  and  so 
also  on  November  25,  1879.  did  William  Binns. 
The  latter  was  convicted  in  this  county,  but  was  a 
! citizen  of  Drew  County.  He  was  tried  in  this  court 
on  a change  of  venue.  Abe  Frazier  was  hanged 
November  28,  1884.  This  was  a case  from  Dorsey 
County  on  a change  of  venue. 

A.  C.  Jones  is  now  the  only  resident  attorney 
in  the  county.  Josiah  Gould  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  the  Bradley  County  bar.  T.  F.  Sor- 
rels, J.  M.  Bradley.  Charles  Slaughter  and  J.  R. 
S Burbaze,  were  also  members  here  at  one  time. 
The  Circuit  Court  convenes  the  second  Monday  in 
April  and  October,  County  Court  the  first,  and  Pro- 
bate Court  the  second  Mondays  in  January,  April. 
July  and  October. 

This  county  is  in  the  Tenth  Judicial  Circuit 
and  the  Third  Congressional  District.  It  was  in 
the  Second  Circuit  from  1840  till  ISOS.  The  cir- 
cuit judges  have  been  Isaac  Baker.  W.  H.  Field. 
W.  H.  Sutton,  Josiah  Gould,  John  C.  Murray.  T. 
F.  Sorrels,  John  G.  Murray  J.  F.  Louery,  W.  H. 
Harrison,  H.  P.  Morse,  D.  W.  Carroll,  T.  F.  Sor- 
rels, J.  M.  Bradley  and  C.  D.  Wood.  The  list  of 
prosecuting  attorneys  includes  the  names  of  John 
S.  Roane.  Samuel  Wooly,  J.  W.  Bocage,  S.  B. 
Jones,  T.  F.  Sorrels,  W.  P.  Grace,  S.  F.  Arnett, 
D.  W.  Carroll,  C.  C.  Godden,  W.  F.  Slemmons, 
J.  M.  L.  Barton,  H.  King  White,  M.  McGehee,  J. 
C.  Barrows,  C.  D.  Wood,  M.  L.  Hawkins  and  R. 
C.  Fuller. 

Bradley  County,  as  formed  December  18,  1840. 
embraced  the  greater  part  of  what  is  now  Ashley, 
Drew,  Lincoln.  Cleveland,  Dallas  and  Calhoun 
Counties.  1'here  were  then  in  the  county  the 
three  municipal  townships,  of  Warren,  Penning- 
ton and  Marion.  In  January,  1845,  Dallas  County 
was  stricken  off;  in  November.  1840.  Drew  and 
Ashley,  followed  by  Calhoun  in  December.  1850; 
Lincoln  in  March,  1871,  and  Cleveland  in  April. 
1873,  which  reduced  Bradley  to  its  present  area. 
New  townships  were  created,  and  in  1846  the 
county  was  comprised  of  Pennington,  Osceola. 
Ouachita,  Marion.  Clav,  Smith,  White  and  Warren 
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Townships.  In  1848.  after  the  formation  of  Drew 
and  Ashley  Counties,  there  were  the  six  townships 
of  Smith,  Hurricane,  Warren,  Clay,  Ouachita  and 
Pennington.  The  county  now  includes  the  ten  town- 
ships of  Pennington,  in  the  northeastern  corner  of 
thecounty;  Marion  south  of  Pennington  on  the  Sa- 
line  River;  Washington,  west  of  Marion:  Palestine, 
south  of  Marion;  Eagle,  west  of  Palestine;  River, 
west  of  Eagle,  lying  along  the  Ouachita  River; 
Ouachita,  north  of  River,  on  the  right  bank  of 
Lagle  Creek:  Sumter,  west  of  Ouachita,  on  Bayou 
Moro;  Clay,  north  of  Sumter  and  Ouachita,  and 
west  of  Pennington,  and  Moro  in  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  county.  W7ithin  these  limits  are 
thirteen  post-offices,  situated  as  follows:  Lanark,  in 
Moro  Township;  Jersey,  in  Sumter:  Moro  Bay. 
in  River;  Gravel  Ridge,  in  Ouachita:  Blanchton 
and  Sturgis,  in  Eagle;  Joknsville.  in  Palestine; 
Sumter,  in  Marion;  Simjjson,  Moutsville  anti 
Adamsvillei  in  Washington:  Warren  and  Pine 
Castle,  in  Pennington. 

To  those  individuals  who  may  be  desirous  of 
finding  a suitable  place  in  which  to  locate,  what 
more  favorable  advantages  can  be  asked  than  are 
presented  in  Bradley  County.  Its  resources  are 
boundless.  To  a wonderful  fertility  of  soil  is  added 
an  abundance  of  hard  and  soft  timber;  a wide 
range  and  mart  for  live  stock:  coal  in  Eagle  and 
Sumter  Townships,  the  extent  of  which  has  never 
been  thoroughly  tested,  though  known  to  be  broad; 
pure  water  in  creeks,  springs  and  wells:  superior 
climate,  the  mercury  never  reaching  zero  in  winter 
nor  an  extreme  heat  in  summer;  a generally  health- 
ful location,  removed  from  the  malarial  districts, 
and  unexcelled  transportation  facilities.  Warren 
being  the  present  terminus  of  the  branch  of  the 
St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  Sc  Southern  Railway 
system,  while  Saline  River  on  the  east,  navigable 
its  entire  length  through  the  countv,  and  the 
Ouachita  River  on  the  southwest,  form  convenient 
outlets  to  the  markets  of  the  East, South  and  North. 
The  highways  are  kept  in  good  condition,  and  the 
streams  are  bridged.  The  county's  material  pros- 
perity is  shown  by  the  fact  that  while  not  more 
than  40.000  acres  of  land  is  improved,  it  supports  a 
population  of  over  7.000  people,  and  pavs  a tax  of 
5>I2,632.33. 

Bradley  County  in  1S70  paid  a tax  on  410,172 
acres  of  laud,  valued  at  $664,42*.  The  interest 
on  penalties  amounted  to  $587.62;  State  tax. 
$3,323.72;  school  tax,  $1,328.04:  military  tax. 
$1,673.30;  county  tax.  $10,068.34:  school  and 
bridge  tax,  $10,068.34;  jail  and  pauper  tax.  $2, 
061.  ('4;  a total  ot  $30,840.60.  An  additional  tax 
was  levied  on  personal  property,  valued  as  follows: 


1.654  horses  valued  at  $120,315;  716  mules. 
$70,020;  0,729  cattle.  $80,235;  3,325  sheep. 

$4,013;  13,891  hogs,  $25,827;  all  other  kinds 
of  personal  property,  $230,500.  The  total  val 
uation  of  personal  property  was  $531,800.  the  tax 
on  which  amounted  to  $24,169.30,  making  a total 
tax  of  $55,000.99. 

In  1880,  258.106  acres  of  land  was  assessed, 
valued  at  $364,886,  on  which  a tax  of  $6,188.16 
was  paid.  The  total  valuation  of  all  personal 
property  reached  $375,559,  and  on  this  a tax 
of  $5,907.40  was  paid.  The  total  tax  was  $12,- 
185.65. 

The  taxable  property,  in  1889,  was  valued  at 
$999,476.  On  304.643  acres  of  land  a valuation 
was  recorded  of  $523. 1 42  and  on  personal  property, 
$476,334.  The  railroad  in  the  county  is  assessed 
at  $25,650,  and  the  town  of  Warren,  $182,0*0. 
Of  the  domestic  animals,  1,650  horses  are  valued  at 
$79,359;  9,457  cattle.  $53,946;  745  mules,  $52,- 
787;  3,528  sheep,  $3,614;  and  12,219  hogs.  $15.- 
359.  On  this  total  amount,  a tax  of  $12,632.33 
is  paid. 

The  people  of  Bradley  are  generous  and  hos- 
pitable. The  close  of  the  war  left  them  prostrated, 
financially,  but  their  natural  resources,  combined, 
with  pluck  and  energy,  enabled  them  to  emerge 
from  such  an  unfortunate  position.  Its  farms  are 
more  nearly  fiee  from  mortgages  now  than  at  any 
time  since  that  period.  A strict  regard  for  the 
rights  of  others,  and  a due  reverence  for  the  pre- 
cepts of ’religion  and  thought,  marks  the  majority 
of  her  citizens.  Saloons  are  banished,  churches 
and  school-houses  are  found  in  every  neighborhood. 

The  following  interesting  document  appears 
among  other  matters  in  the  records  of  Bradley 
County: 

” State  oe  Arkansas.  ) 

County  of  Bradley,  1 

■‘At  a county  court,  begun  and  held  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Bradley,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
at  the  house  of  Hugh  Bradley,  in  Pennington 
Township,  on  Monday,  the  5th  day  of  April.  A.  D. 
1841,  it  being  the  first  Monday  in  April  aforesaid. 
Present,  the  Honorable  Daniel  Fraser. " -James 
Bradley  proclaimed  court  opened  in  due  form  of 
law.  The  court  then  proceeded  to  elect  a judge, 
when  Daniel  Fraser  was  elected  presiding  judge: 
John  M.  Marks  and  Andrew  Martin,  assistant 
judges.  County  judges  were  elected  by  the  justices 
of  the  peace  there  assembled.  Court  levied  a tax 
of  one  eighth  of  one  per  cent  on  all  taxable  prop- 
erty, and  75  cents  poll  tax.  The  bonds  of  the  fol- 
lowing-county officials  were  examined  and  ap- 
proved: James  Bradley,  sheriff;  Simon  Chisholm. 
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clerk  and  recorder;  Hastings  Marks,  treasurer; 
Charles  H.  Seay,  deputy  sheriff;  and  John  Beard, 
constable  of  Pennington  Township.  Thirty-four 
dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  was  ordered  allowed 
for  holding  an  inquisition  over  the  body  of  Henley 
S.  Turner,  and  for  other  purposes.  The  next  day. 
Andrew  Martin  being  absent,  Thomas  D.  Penning- 
ton was  appointed  assistant  judge,  pro  tem.  Eight 
dollars  per  month  was  allowed  E.  B.  Owen  guard- 
ian of  Nancy  M.  Owen  (a  lunatic),  from  January 
1 to  July  1.  1841.  Warrants  were  drawn  for  the 
following  amounts;  Daniel  Eraser,  judge,  >4  a 
day,  §8;  A.  Martin,  assistant  judge,  $2;  T.  D. 
Pennington,  assistant  judge.  82;  James  Bradley, 
sheriff,  $2  per  day,  $4.  After  which  court  ad- 
journed to  court  in  course. 

At  the  July  term,  1841,  the  following-named 
men  were  selected  to  serve  as  grand  jurors  at  the 
October  term  of  the  Circuit  Court;  Eli  Tidwell, 
Ben  Akains,  S.  B.  Beard,  Henry  Stroop.  Sam  Mc- 
Kinney, James  Touchstone,  John  S.  Handlv,  Henry 
Carcroft,  Peter  Tidwell,  J.  W.  Ridgwell,  L.  C. 
French,  Allan  Davis,  Wimberly  Watson,  John 
Splawu,  W.  H.  Crane  and  Winthrop  Colbath. 
The  sum  of  845.124  was  ordered  paid  to  Simon 
i Chisholm,  being  the  amount  paid  by  him  for  the 
county  records;  87.124  paid  George  S.  Lincoln, 
for  his  trouble  and  expense  in  getting  the  records 
to  the  court-house.  John  Splawn  was  granted  a 
i license  to  retail  spirituous  liquors  in  less  quanti- 
ties than  one  quart,  upon  paying  a tax  of  820  for 
one  year.  The  delinquent  tax  list  for  1841  in- 
cluded Joseph  Shouret,  75  cents;  Henry  Crane,  75 
cents;  Mathew  Daniel,  75  cents;  John  Roberts, 
81 — total,  83.25.  The  sheriff's  settlement  forthat 
year  shows  8506. 52|  due  the  State  and  8623. 52 £ 
due  the  county,  before  deducting  four  per  cent  for 
assessing  and  eight  per  cent  fur  collecting,  with 
the  amount  of  delinquent  taxes,  amounting,  in  all. 
to  87  7.97.  He  was  also  allowed  851.70  for  sum- 
moning witnesses  and  jury  for  the  State,  and  820. 7o 
for  taking  a prisoner  to  the  Union  County  jail. 
Thomas  Cornish  paid  85  for  the  privilege  of  run- 
ning a ferry  across  Saline  River,  and  was  allowed 
to  charge,  for  man  and  horse.  124  cents;  road 
wagon  and  team,  81;  carryalls  and  carts,  50  cents: 
each  head  of  cattle,  6\  cents.  In  January,  1842, 
the  clerk  was  ordered  to  issue  a warrant  in  favor 
of  J.  C.  McAllister,  for  820,  being  the  amount 
paid  by  him  for  the  Circuit  Court  seal.  Patrols 
were  appointed  for  Warren  Township,  with  B.  T. 
Marks,  captain,  and  for  Pennington  Township, 
with  S.  B.  Beard,  captain. 

In  April,  1842,  a 75  cents  poll  tax.  and  one 
eighth  of  one  per  cent  on  all  taxable  property  was 


levied;  also  a tax  of  825  for  a six  months  license 
on  hawkers  and  peddlers  by  land  or  water.  John 
S.  Marks  was  allowed  §10,  that  being  the  amount 
paid  by  him  for  the  county  seal.  That  part  of 
Warren  Township  lying  west  of  Bayou  Moro 
formed  a new  township  to  be  named  Jackson,  with 
the  house  of  Winthrop  Colbath  the  voting  pre 
cinet.  Winthrop  Colbath,  J.  R.  Lightfoot  and 
Aaron  Johnston  were  made  judges  of  elections. 
William  Moore,  Alex  Denson  and  Edward  Howard 
were  appointed  judges  of  election  in  Marion  Town- 
ship, and  Gaster  school-house  the  polling  place. 
Hugh  Bradley,  M.  L.  Reaves  and  John  D.  Frank- 
lin became  judges  of  election  in  Pennington  Town- 
ship, the  polling  place  being  at  the  court  house. 
James  McDaniel,  Barton  Crane  and  Mr.  Dill  were 
election  judges  in  Warren  Township,  and  Mark’s 
school-house  as  voting  precinct.  In  April,  1843, 
the  record  shows  that  the  assessment  for  1842  was 
on  real  and  personal  property,  §360,840.78;  to 
actual  settlers,  §279,974.994,  and  non-residents, 
§88,865.79;  the  number  liable  to  pay  poll  tax,  230; 
rate  of  taxation,  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  and  50 
cents  poll  tax,  to  be  collected  in  specie,  or  bank 
notes  equivalent  to  specie;  the  amount  of  tax 
(county)  to  be  collected  was  8415.  The  July  term 
1843,  of  this  court  was  held  in  the  town  of  War- 
ren. Osceola  Township  was  formed,  and  White 
Township  was  also  formed.  The  delinquent  tax 
list  for  that  year  was  §5. 20.  The  assessment  for 
1844  aggregated  8249,447.144;  number  of  polls, 
271;  ccrunty  tax  levied  at  the  rate  of  one-tenth  of 
one  per  cent;  50  cents  poll  tax;  and  the  total 
county  tax  to  be  collected  was  §584.94. 

In  October,  1844,  Smith  Township  was  formed, 
with  the  residence  of  A.  F.  McWilliams,  as  the 
polling  place;  A.  F.  McWilliams.  M.  Merriwether 
and  W.  Tetts  were  appointed  election  judges.  In 
January,  1845.  the  court  offered  a bounty  of  81.50 
for  wolf  scalps.  The  assessment  for  1845  was 
§452,786;  number  of  polls,  316;  county  tax  levied 
at  the  rate  of  one-eighth  of  one  jter  cent,  and  50 
cents  poll  tax;  total  tax  to  be  collected  §723.98 
which  was  to  be  paid  in  specie.  In  April,  1845, 
Ouachita  Township  was  formed. 

On  page  86,  book  A,  County  Court  records,  ap- 
pears the  following  unique  document: 

State  of  Arkansas,  i 
County  of  Bradley,  j 

To  the  honorable  County  Court  of  Bradley.  October 
term  1845.  In  accordance  with  an  act  of  the  Legislature, 
approved  January  9.  1845.  which  makes  it  the  duly  of  the 
constable  to  examine  all  public  roads  in  his  township.  I 
have  examined  as  follows,  to  wit-  the  road  leading  from 
arren  to  Dallas  has  seven  logs  across  i r , which  I would 
think  was  vexatious  to  travellers.  W.  H.  Crane  is  over- 
seer on  the  part  obstructed.  The  roads  leading  from 
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Warren  to  Cornish’s  & Haley's  ferry  is  in  as  good  condi- 
tion as  travellers  expect  to  find  new  roads  and  perhaps 
! better.  The  road  leading  from  Warren  to  Burk's  Land 
ing,  on  Franklin’s  part,  there  is  one  log  which  I suppose 
j recently  fell.  Near  the  landingon  the  same  road  I found 
it  stopped  with  logs  in  three  places  Richard  Millet  over- 
i seer. 

T.  G.  Pennington,  Constable. 

Per  I.  W.  Pennington,  Deputy. 

I do  solemnly  swear  that  the  above  is  true  in  sub 
stance,  this  7th  October,  1845. 

1.  W.  Pennington. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me.  October  7th,  1N45. 

W.  H.  Wells,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

In  January,  1840,  Clay  Township  was  formed 
with  the  polling  [>lace  at  the  residence  of  Richard 
Miller.  In  April.  1840.  Hurricane  Township 
formed  the  residence  of  Thomas  D.  Pennington, 
baing  the  polling  place,  and  A.  B.  Watson,  Thomas 
Markham  and  John  Davis  appointed  judges.  The 
county  then  consisted  of  the  municipal  townships 
of  Penniugton,  Osceola,  Ouachita.  Marion,  Clay. 
Smith,  White,  Warren  and  Hurricane.  The  assess- 
ment for  1840  was  8542,031.39;  rate  of  taxation 
50  cents  poll,  and  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent.  There 
were  388  persons  subject  to  poll  tax.  J.  H Penn- 
ington was  granted  grocery  license  to  retail  spirit- 
uous liquors  in  the  town  of  Warren  in  April.  1840. 
and  J.  D.  Lethe  granted  a tavern  license  the  same 
day.  In  this  year  the  tirst  appropriation  was  made 
for  building  abridge — a bridge  across  Little  Sloo, 
on  the  road  from  Warren  to  Cornish’s  Ferry  — 
$75  being  the  amount  of  money  so  appropriated, 
and  William  McCormick,  an  Irishman,  was  natural- 
ized at  this  term  of  court.  The  total  assessment 
for  1S47  was  $411,709:  persons  liable  to  pay  poll 
tax,  201;  this  falling  off  is  attributable  to  the  fact 
that  the  larger  portion  of  what  is  now  embraced  in 
the  territory  of  Drew  and  ‘Ashley  Counties  was 
taken  from  this  county  in  November.  1840.  The 
rate  of  taxation  continued  to  be  one-fourth  of  one 
per  cent,  and  $1  poll  tax.  In  April,  1847.  all  of 
Marion  Township  left  in  the  county  was  attached 
to  Hurricane  Township,  and  all  of  Osceola  remain- 
ing attached  to  Ouachita.  The  county  then  con- 
sisted of  Smith,  Hurricane,  Warren,  Clay.  Ouachita 
and  Pennington  Townships.  The  tax  returns  for 
1847  showed  the  total  amount  of  taxable  property 
to  be  valued  at  $397,063.  and  the  rate  for  1848, 
one-fourth  of  one  per  cent,  and  81  poll  tax.  Moro 
Township  was  established  in  January,  1847,  and 
Hurricane  Township  dissolved  and  attached  to 
Smith  and  Pennington  Townships,  and  the  follow- 
ing places  designated  as  voting  precincts:  Smith 
Township,  Mount  Elba;  Warren  Township.  William 
Davis,  school-house;  Moro  Township,  Cross  Roads; 
Ouachita  Township,  J.  F.  Bragg’s,  grocery;  Clay 


Township.  Richard  Miller's;  Pennington  Township, 
court-house.  The  rate  of  taxation  for  1849  was 
on  sixth  of  one  percent,  and  81  poll  tax.  In  April, 
1859,  Pennington  Township  was  divided,  and  a 
new  one  called  Longview  was  formed,  and  in  July 
the  name  was  changed  to  Palestine.  Washington 
Township  was  established  in  April,  1352.  Hurri- 
cane Township  was  divided,  and  the  new  one  called 
Miller. 

In  January,  1S57,  a new  township,  named  Mar- 
ion. was  formed.  In  1858  T.  F.  Sorrels  was 
appointed  county  attorney,  at  a salary  of  $100  a 
year.  In  October,  1859,  Eagle  Township  was 
marked  out.  In  July.  1809,  $600  was  paid  for  a 
county  poor  farm,  which  venture  proved  so  costly 
that  in  1878  the  farm  was  ordered  sold.  At  present 
the  county  is  in  a good  condition,  financially, county 
scrip  being  worth  95  cents  on  the  dollar. 

Warren,  the  county  seat  of  Bradley  County,  is 
a thriving  little  city,  situated  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  county,  at  the  present  terminus  of  the 
Warren  branch  of  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad,  in 
Pennington  Township.  This  township  was  named 
for  Capt.  Bradley’s  son  in-law,  I.  H.  Pennington, 
and  the  town  of  Warren  bears  the  name  of  his  body- 
servant.  It  has  a population  of  about  600  souls. 
The  business  is  represented  by  five  general  mer- 
chandise stores,  three  groceries,  two  hardware 
stores,  two  drug  stores,  a jeweler’s  shop,  a millinery 
store,  two  hotels,  three  blacksmith  and  wagon 
shops  and  two  barbers.  The  Warren  News,  pub- 
lished by  John  H.  Page,  is  the  only  paper  in  the 
county.  The  Merchants  & Planters  Bank,  of  War- 
ren, is  incorporated  and  in  active  and  successful 
operation.  A steam  gin  and  grist  mill  is  also  con- 
ducted, and  the  prospects  are  favorable  for  the  lo 
cation  of  a foundry.  Two  livery  stables  drive  a 
flourishing  trade.  The  town  ships  annually  about 
6,000  bales  of  cotton.  Much  of  the  county  is  trib- 
utary to  the  town.  Its  public  school  is  in  a prom- 
ising condition,  and  the  interest  taken  in  it  be- 
speaks the  solicitude ,of  the  citizens  in  their  chil 
dren’s  welfare;  there  are  235  scholars  enrolled.  Four 
teachers  are  employed,  and  the  expenditure  for 
school  purposes,  for  the  current  year,  will  approxi- 
mate $2,900.  Out  of  this  sum  135  negro  children 
are  cared  for.  Religion  found  a lodging  place  here 
early  in  the  history  of  the  town,  and  now  there  arc 
the  Methodists,  who  have  an  elegant  church,  in 
which  Sunday  school  and  church  services  are  held 
regularly,  the  pastor  being  Rev.  J.  R.  Saunders. 
The  Missionary  Baptists  are  also  well  represented, 
the  pastorate  is  tilled  by  Rev.  H.  C.  Denson:  the 
Rev.  Brown  officiates  for  the  Presbyterians.  Tie- 
negroes  have  two  churches.  Baptist  and  Methodist. 
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The  South  Arkansas  Fair  Association  holds  its 
annual  fair  at  this  place.  This  association  was  or- 
ganized in  1887,  and  the  experiment  has  proven  a 
success.  The  grounds  are  pleasantly  located  within 
half  a mile  of  the  court  house  square.  Suitable 
buildings  have  been  erected,  and  the  displays,  in  the 
different  departments  has  been  as  much  of  a rev- 
elation to  the  visitors  as  they  were  gratifying  to 
the  promoters  of  the  enterprise.  The  premium  list 
embraces  horses,  mules,  cattle,  swine,  sheep,  goats, 
chickens,  turkeys,  geese,  agricultural  implements, 
field  products,  and  domestic  industries:  also  liberal 
' purses  for  racing. 

Warren  was  located  in  1842,  for  at  the  April 
term  of  the  circuit  court,  1843,  the  county  com 
missioners,  E.  B.  Owen,  Nath.  Barnett  and  A.  S. 
Franklin,  who  had  been  elected  to  locate  the  seat 
of  justice,  and  to  superintend  the  erection  of  a 
court  house  and  jail,  reported  that  they  had  com- 
pleted their  commission.  Thirty  acres  of  ground 
were  donated  by  John  H.  Marks,  and  ten  acres  by 
John  Splawn.  for  county  purposes.  The  buildings 
were  on  the  thirty-acre  tract  and  were  for  occu- 
pancy. The  year  following  the  commissioners  re- 
ported the  sale  of  town  lots  to  the  following 
amounts:  James  Bradley.  8281:  Simon  Chisholm, 
850. 50;  J.  W.  Franklin.  830:  A.  A.  Turner,  827: 
John  Splawn,  851;  A.  \\  . Mackin,  $o0;  W.  A. 
Chandler.  850;  James  Lucatun.  821;  J.  H.  Pen- 
nington, 822;  E.  B.  Owen.  840:  S.  B.  Beard.  840; 
Hugh  Bradley,  8S6:  C.  H.  Seay.  840.50;  J.  H. 
Marks,  850;  Allen  Nelson.  824;  Ruben  Johnston, 
j 850,  and  James  Turner;  8187.25,  or  a total  of 
81.140.25.  Of  this  amount  8992.  <5  had  been  col- 
lected. 

Warren  was  lirst  incorporated  April  8,  1851,  as 
the  following  entry  in  the  County  Court  records  will 
show : 

Aprils,  1 Sol.  came  C.  A.  Slaughter,  of  the  town  of 
Warren,  and  predated  the  petition  of  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  eii izens  of  said  town,  praying  to  have  the 
town  of  Warren  incorporated,  with  a police  to  be  estab- 
lished to  regulate  their  local  government,  and  with  cer- 
tain boundaries,  namely,  one  half  a mile  square  one 
quarter  of  one  mile  each  south,  ast.  west  and  north  from 
t he  center  of  the  public  square  in  said  town,  which  peti- 
tion the  court  granted,  and  declared  the  said  town  of 
Warren  to  be  incorporated,  to  take  effect  from  this  date, 
and  the  court  appointed  Charles  II.  Johnston  alderman, 
and  John  B.  Price,  Henry  F.  Bailey,  B.  F Sweeney.  AT 
1 vin  Bartlett  and  IV.  VI.  YanValkenbnrgh  members  of  the 
council  of  said  town  of  Warren,  for  the  term  proscribed 
by  law.  The  town  was  re  incorporated  February  5,  is.',*), 
and  April  * l^SO. 

Warren  has  bad  a steady  growth.  In  1870 
its  assessment  was  829,000,  and  in  1890  its  tax- 
able wealth  was  represented  as  follows:  Number 

subject  to  poll  tax.  94;  102  horses  valued  at 


80,600;  423  cattle  valued  at  82,745;  32  mules, 
valued  at  $2,050;  80  sheep,  valued  at  $80:  438 
hogs,  valued  at  $058;  goods  and  merchandise, 
valued  at  $25,830:  moneys,  credits,  and  hook  ac- 
counts, valued  at  $53,005;  and  the  total  valuation 
of  all  personal  property  is  $121,380;  real  estate, 
$00,090,  making  a grand  total  of  $182,070.  The 
K.  of  P.  have  a lodge  herewith  a membership  of 
35,  The  Masons  are  about  25  strong,  and  also 
have  a lodge  representation.  The  K.  A L.  of  H. 
have  a membership  of  21. 

The  present  court-house,  a square  two  story 
brick  building,  the  court  room  occupying  the 
ground  floor,  was  built  in  1857  and  1858.  The 
jail  edifice,  a two-story  brick  structure  was  built  in 
1870.  The  contract  was  let  to  Saul  Caplington 
A J.  A.  Simpson  for  S5.801,  but  when  the 
building  was  completed  and  the  contractors  attend- 
ed County  Court  for  their  final  settlement,  the  court 
ordered  $7, 500  be  paid  the  contractors  in  lieu  of  the 
original  amount,  for  work  done  not  in  the  contract, 
and  necessary  for  the  completion  of  said  jail.  The 
first  public  buildings  were  the  court-house  and  jail 
built  in  1842.  The  next  was  when,  in  April.  1853, 
a levy  of  one-eighth  of  one  percent  on  all  taxable 
property,  and  25  cents  poll  tax.  was  levied  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a county  jail.  The  building 
was  one  story.  24x20  feet  in  dimensions,  of  double 
hewn  logs,  and  contained  three  rooms.  It  was 
built  at  a cost  of  $800,  J.  W.  Franklin  and  B. 
F.  Sweeney  being  the  contractors.  E.  L.  Frank- 
lin was  qountv  building  commissioner  at  the  time. 
In  January,  1855,  the  question  of  building  a new 
court-house  was  agitated,  and  took  shape  in  April. 
As  the  County  Court  levied  a tax  of  one  fourth  of 
one  per  cent  for  the  years  1855,  1856,  and  1857.  the 
revenue  thus  raised  to  "he  expended  in  building  a 
brick  court  house.  James  H.  Walker  was  ap- 
pointed county  building  commissioner  and  ordered 
to  advertise  the  letting  of  the  building  in  the  Lit 
tie  Rock  and  Pine  Bluff  papers,  also  the  Memphis 
Eagle,  and  to  consider  no  bids  of  more  than 
$10,000.  Sweeney,  Copeland  and  Pennington  were 
the  contractors,  who  immediately  began  work.  In 
April,  1850.  the  county  clerk  was  ordered  to  make 
the  first  annual  payment  of  $2,499.03.  In  April. 
1857,  warrants  were  issued  for  the  second  annual 
payment,  of  $2,499. 63,  and  in  April.  1858,  a war 
rant  for  $1,710  was  issued,  and  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  the  building  the  remaining  $789.00  was 
to  be  paid.  In  July  of  the  same  year  the  building 
was  received  and  the  balance  paid. 

The  list  of  officials  of  Bradley  County  com 
prises  the  following: 

Judges— Daniel  Fraser.  James  McDaniel.  J.  M. 
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Merriweather.  J.  H.  D.  Scobev,  James  H.  Craw- 
ford. W.  H.  W ise,  T.  B.  White,  + W.  F.  Mack, 
Alfred  A.  Turner  and  W.  J.  Hickman. 

Clerks — Simon  Chisholm.  A.  A.  Turner/*  Eli- 
jah Mosley,  R.  F.  Urqubart.  A.  Bartlett.  W.  Z. 
McCammon,  C.  II.  Seay,  W.  G.  \Y  eiss,  \Vr.  J. 
Lephieu,  tt  W.  \Y.  Hughey,  A.  N.  Bond  and  H. 
B.  VanYalkenburg. 

Sheriffs  — James  Bradley.  J.  H.  D.  Scobey, 
James  Bradley.  Frederick  Wells,  John  Havis.  A. 

B.  Coward.  John  Havis,  A.  L.  Temple,  A.  B.  Cow- 
ard, A.  B.  Howard.  John  Havis,  C.  C.  Gannaway, 

C.  C.  Robertson,  Joseph  Ritchey,  J.  F.  Neely, 
\V.  R.  Watson. 

Treasurers — H.  Marks,  W.  H.  Wise,  A.  God- 
frey, B.  Gardner.  B.  Gardner,  ^ John  Ramsey, 
William  Dobson,  B.  F.  Langston,  B.  C.  Webb  and 
B.  F.  I jangston. 

Coroners — James  Ozmend.  D.  McLaughlin,  E. 
S.  Franklin,  A.  J.  Stephens,  J.  L.  Hickman.  F. 
M.  Hickman,  A.  L.  Temple.  S.  M.  Black,  William 
Stringfellow.  P.  R.  Koonce,  Jesse  Rawls,  John  B. 
Price,  Joseph  Wise,  J.  Scarbough,  R.  L.  Neeley, 
J.  M.  Drummond,  S.  H.  Turner,  C.  C Gannaway 
and  T.  J.  Sharp. 

Surveyors — J.  T.  Cabeen,  E.  Howard,  I.  D. 
Price,  E.  G.  Howard.  R.  L.  Parker. t D.  D. 
Hicks,  / M.  Kemp,  T.  M.  McCullough,  A.  Langs- 
ton. M.  H.  Kemp,  J.  N.  -Marks.  H.  C.  Hale.  M.  H. 
Kemp,  John  Brady,  James  Langston.  J.  L.  Langs- 
ton, H.  P.  O’ Shields  and  J.  W . Creed. 

Assessors — Alex.  Axton,  A.  S.  Franklin,  J.  B. 
Price,  J.  M.  Bradley.';'/  I.  D.  McFadden.  B.  F. 
Langston  and  James  S.  Lee. 

This  county'  had  her  first  Representative  in  the 
Fourth  Legislature,  John  H.  Marks.  He  was  fol- 
lowed successively  by  E.  E.  Doudy.  Josiah  Gould, 
Robert  Ederington,  H.  F.  Bailey,  W.  D.  Barnett, 
Robert  Ederington,  Mason  B.  Louery,  W.  Y.  Mc- 
Cammon, A.  McLean,  J.  R.  Collins,  W.  W.  Scar- 
borough and  J.  R.  Collins,  who  was  in  the  Confed- 
erate Legislature.  In  the  Sixteenth  General  As- 
sembly Theoderick  F.  Sorrels  represented  Bradley 
County.  In  the  Seventeenth  Jefferson  and  Brad- 
ley Counties  were  represented  by  P.  Mosely,  H. 
St.  John,  J.  M.  Gray,  J.  J.  Williams,  G.  W. 
Davis  and  William  Morrow.  In  the  Eighteenth 
W illiam  Young,  G.  W.  Prigmore.  J.  M.  Clayton, 
R.  S.  Parker,  E.  G.  Hale  and  Carl  Pope  repre- 
sented Jefferson.  Bradley  and  Grant  Counties.  In 

*C.  H.  Seay  lielil  by  appointment  on  decease  of  Chisholm. 

+ ()n  failure  to  jrive’homl.  11.  F.  rninbart  elected, 
t Refused  to  give  bond,  and  succeeded  by  M.  Kemp. 

S Succeeded  by  K.  l>.  Wbceler.  November  pi,  ism. 

**  ItemoYed  April,  lsiiT.  and  dames  P.radlcy  appointed, 
n ( Ittice  divided,  and  W . \Y.  Ilnabcy  clcrk  of  circuit  court, 
ft  llemovcd,  ami  d.  M.  .Merritt  lillcd  ollice. 


the  Nineteenth  the  same  counties  with  Lincoln  had 
as  their  representatives  A.  E.  Beardsley.  A.  J. 
W heat,  W . Murphy,  Ferd  Havis.  Y.  McGehee  and 
J.  M.  Merritt.  At  a session  convened  by  Elisha 
Baxter  in  May.  1874,  the  same  counties  were  rep- 
resented by  B.  McGuire,  C.  C.  Johnston,  W.  W. 
Hughey  and  A.  J.  W heat.  After  that  the  repre- 
sentatives for  Bradley  County  iu  order  were  Solo- 
mon Gardner.  John  R.  Barnett,  John  R.  Barnett. 
W.  H.  Wheeler.  D.  J.  McKinney,  A.  C.  Jones  and 
C.  L.  Hayle  in  the  Twenty-sixth  Legislature. 

J.  H.  Abernathy,  farmer,  Warren,  Ark.  No 
worthy  reference  to  the  agricultural  affairs  of  this 
county  would  be  complete  without  mention  of  Mr. 
Abernalby,  among  others,  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil.  Besides  enjoying  to  an  unlimited  extent  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him,  he 
comes  of  a family  of  children  who  have  done 
credit  to  the  name  they  bear.  Mr.  Abernathy  was 
born  in  Jefferson  County.  Ala.,  December  2,  1839. 
and  is  one  of  twelve  children,  six  now  living,  born 
to  the  union  of  Sterling  G.  and  Elizabeth  (Ware) 
Abernathy,  and  who  are  named  as  follows:  James 
H.,  John  W. , Samuel  C.,  Sterling  G.,  Jr..  Sarah 
M.  (wife  of  Richard  Ainsworth), and  Saletia  (wife 
of  A.  A.  Smith).  The  parents  of  these  children 
were  natives,  respectively,  of  Lincoln  County,  N. 
C.,  and  Jefferson  County,  Ala.  The  Abernathy 
family  is  of  English  descent,  and  five  brothers 
were  early  settlers  of  Petersburg,  Ya.  The  pater 
nal  grandparents  emigrated  to  Mississippi  in  1839. 
located  in  Pontotoc  County,  where  both  passed 
their  last  days.  The  matern  alg  randfather  of  our 
subject  died  in  Alabama.  Sterling  G.  Abernathy 
moved  to  Arkansas  in  1861,  settled  in  Calhoun 
County,  and  there  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  February  29,  1887. 
The  mother  died  July  15,  1864.  J.  H.  Abernathy 
divided  his  time  in  youth  between  assisting  on  the 
farm  and  in  securing  an  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Mississippi.  Perhaps  it  was  but  natu- 
ral that,  when  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  lie 
should  choose  as  his  calling  agricultural  pursuits, 
for  that  had  been  the  principal  occupation  of  his 
ancestors.  In  1859  he  came  to  Arkansas,  located 
in  Calhoun  County,  and  there  tilled  the  soil  until 
1882.  when  he  moved  to  Bradley  County  and 
located  south  of  the  town.  He  owns  504  acres  of 
land,  with  250  acres  under  cultivation,  has  a hand 
some  residence,  good,  substantial  outbuildings,  and 
deals  considerably  in  stock,  keeping  some  thorough 
bred  cattle  and  merino  sheep.  In  1861  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  Eighth  Confederate  Cavalry,  com 
posed  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  troops,  and 
served  until  the  surrender.  He  was  wounded 


■ 


. 


- 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


slightly  at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  and  his 
horse  was  shot  anil  fell  on  him.  He  was  captured, 
taken  prisoner  to  St.  Louis,  but  there  managed  to 
make  his  escape,  and  joined  his  regiment  at  Mid- 
dleton, Tenn.  He  was  married,  December  '24. 
i 1805,  to  Miss  Sallie  Wood,  a native  of  Mississippi, 
who  bore  him  seven  children,  five  living:  Hettie, 
Howard,  Inez.  George  C.  and  Anna  M.  The  two 
1 deceased  were  named  Joseph  and  James  D.  Mr. 
Abernathy  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. , K.  & L. 
of  H.  and  also  of  the  Agricultural  Union.  Mrs. 
Abernathy  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

Thomas  B.  Bailey  is  one  of  the  prosperous 
general  merchants  of  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  and 
by  his  superior  management  and  rare  business 
ability  and  efficiency,  he  has  done  not  a little  to 
advance  the  reputation  the  county  enjoys  as  a com 
mercial  center.  Thomas  J.  Bailey,  his  father,  was 
born  in  Alabama,  and  when  a young  man  removed 
to  Georgia,  and  while  following  his  trade  of  car 
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penter  and  wheelwright  in  Hancock  County, 
met  and  married  Miss  Mary  White,  who.  on  July 
21,  1850,  bore  him  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
In  1800  they  removed  to  Bradley  County,  Ark., 
and  here  Mr.  Bailey  passed  from  life  in  1866,  his 
widow  still  surviving  him  and  making  her  home 
with  her  son.  J.  M.  She  and  her  husband  be 
came  the  parents  of  eight  children,  two  daughters 
and  three  sons  now  living.  Thomas  B.  being  their 
fifth  child.  Bradley  County  has  always  been  his 
home,  and  he  has  always  resided  in  the  vicinity  of 
Warren,  in  which  place  his  education  was  received. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  then  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  for 
six  years,  then  began  clerking  in  a mercantile  es- 
tablishment in  Warren,  continuing  ten  years.  On 
August  28,  1888,  he  opened  his  present  establish- 
ment, and  with  his  stock  valued  at  about  85.000. 
he  does  an  annual  business  of  about  812.000.  On 
December  25,  1884.  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Beatrice  Weir,  who  was  born  in  Lanark, 
Bradley  County,  Ark.,  in  1867.  she  being  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  B.  'C.  and  Lorinda  Weir,  the 
former  being  a pioneer  Methodist  preacher  of  this 
vicinity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  have  two  sons  and 
a daughter:  Ernest  M.,  Edward  C.  and  Maude  E. 
Mr.  Bailey  is  a Democrat,  casting  his  first  presi 
clential  vote  for  Horace  Greeley,  and  belongs  to 
Warren  Lodge  No.  85,  of  the  K.  of  P.  He  and 
wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  worthy  citizens  of  the  county. 

D.  H.  Balfour,  a prominent  resident  of  Wash- 
ington Township,  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  was  born 
in  Tallahatchie  County,  Miss..  December  5,  1845. 


arid  was  the  eldest  child  born  to  John  and  Eliza 
betli  (Harton)  Balfour,  natives,  respectively,  of 
North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  The  father  was 
married  twice,  and  by  each  wife  became  the  father 
of  twelve  children,  only  five  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing. He  was  a planter,  and  at  an  early  day  became 
identified  with  the  interests  of  Marshall  County, 
Miss. , and  during  the  war  with  Mexico  held  the 
rank  of  colonel.  In  1850  his  sight  began  to  fail 
him,  and  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  active 
business  life,  and  is  now  making  his  home  in  the  city 
of  St.  Louis.  Although  a resident  of  the  South, 
he  was  a strong  Union  man  during  the  late  Rebel 
lion,  but  did  not  serve  on  either  side  on  account 
of  his  defective  eyesight.  On  one  occasion  Gen. 
Grant  and  a portion  of  his  staff,  while  passing  near 
Mr.  Balfour’s  plantation,  stopped  and  took  dinner 
with  him.  In  1862,  with  the  most  of  his  family, 
he  started  for  Europe  with  the  intention  of  going  to 
Paris  for  medical  treatment  for  his  eyes,  but  upon 
reaching  New  York  City  stopped  there  and  con 
suited  the  noted  occulist,  Dr.  Agnew.  Bfis  wife, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  passed  to  her  long 
home  in  1870.  D.  H.  Balfour  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  estate  in  Mississippi,  receiving  the  greater 
part  of  hi-s  education  at  Holly  Springs,  but  in-1802 
went  North  with  his  people  and  was  placed  in  the 
public  schools,  remaining  until  1864.  During  all 
this  time  his  sympathies  were  strongly  with  the 
South,  so  much  so  that  in  1864  he  left  home  and 
kindred,  went  South  and  joined  the  Confederate 
army,  becoming  a member  of  Company  I.  Third 
Mississippi  Cavalry,  and  was  on  active  duty  for 
several  months,  during  which  time  he  was  in  a 
number  of  skirmishes  but  in  no  regular  battle,  as 
the  war  was  almost  over  in  that  locality.  He  sur- 
rendered at  Gainesville,  Ala.,  in  April,  1865.  He 
had  three  half  brothers  in  the  Confederate  service, 
one  of  whom.  Andrew,  raised  a company  and  be 
came  its  captain,  serving  as  such  throughout  the 
entire  war.  He  was  severely  wounded  several 
times,  but  is  still  living  in  Marshall  County  near 
the  old  estate.  After  the  war,  D.  H.  Balfour  came 
to  Arkansas,  and  after  teaching  school  for  about  a 
year,  went  to  the  Lone  Star  State  to  see  about 
locating,  but,  liking  Arkansas  best,  he  returned  in 
October.  I860,  and  purchased  160  acres  of  land  in 
Bradley  County,  it  being  partially  improved.  He 
immediately  erected  good  buildings  of  all  kinds, 
made  other  valuable  improvements,  and  here  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  until  September.  l'ffiS. 
when  he  came  to  Simpson  aud  became  book-keeper 
for  the  firm  of  Glasgow  A Roddey.  general  mer- 
chants of  that  place.  He  is  an  active  and  enter- 
prising citizen,  seeking  in  all  ways  to  advance  the 
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interest  of  the  county  in  which  he  makes  his  home, 
and  is  courteous  and  agreeable  in  his  intercourse 
with  his  fellow  men.  He  was  married  in  1S09,  to 
Miss  Elmira  E.  Gross,  a daughter  of  William 
Gross,  an  old  pioneer  of  this  section  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  to  them  have  been  born  a family  of  six 
children,  only  two  of  whom  are  living  at  the  pres- 
ent time:  David  and  Jeppie.  Calista  E.  died  at 
the  age  of  two  and  one-half  years,  Zula  lone  died 
August  IS,  1887,  when  five  years  of  age,  and  two 
children  died  in  infancy. 

W.  T.  Barry,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Warren. 
Ark.  Mr.  Barry,  who  is  also  numbered  among  the 
substantial  and  representative  citizens  of  Eastern 
birth  in  Bradley  County,  came  originally  from 
York  County,  S.  C.,  where  he  was  born  on  May  1. 
1838,  and  is  a son  of  William  A.  and  Eliza  A. 
(Watson)  Barry,  both  natives  also  of  South  Caro- 
lina. The  paternal  grandfather  was  a Revolution- 
ary soldier,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  King's' 
Mountain.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  a na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  emigrated  to  South  Caro- 
lina at  an  early  date.  He  wras  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent.  He  had  six  sons,  all  of  whom  he  educated. 
The  eldest  entered  the  ministry  and  preached  for 
forty  years  to  one  congregation.  An  uncle  before 
him  preached  for  forty  years  in  the  same  place. 
Two  other  sons  were  physicians,  and  one  a black- 
smith. William  A.  Barry  was  a farmer  by  trade, 
and  was  also  interested  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  owned  several  slaves.  He  died  in  South  Caro- 
lina and  the  mother  also  died  in  that  State  in  1871. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  three  now 
living:  Mary  M.  (wife  of  Joseph  M.  Cliote),  John 
H.  (in  South  Carolina)  and  W.  T.  The  latter  was 
but  three  years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  and  as 
a consequence  his  educational  advantages  were 
limited,  being  obliged  to  work  hard  as  soon  as  lame 
enough.  In  May,  1802,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
H,  Eighteenth  South  Carolina  Regiment,  and 
served  until  April  9,  1805,  or  until  Lee's  surrender. 
He  was  a sergeant,  and  was  never  sick  or  wounded 
during  service.  In  1871  he  came  to  Arkansas, 
located  nine  miles  south  of  Warren,  in  Bradley 
County  in  the  woods,  and  now  is  the  owner  of  100 
acres,  of  which  100  acres  are  under  cultivation. 
He  is  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the  county. 
He  is  also  engaged  in  milling,  he  and  Mr.  Pierce 
being  the  owners  of  a cotton-gin  and  grist-mill. 
He  has  good  improvements  and  is  doing  well.  He 
was  married  on  December  1 5,  1859,  to  Miss  Mary 
.4.  Pierce,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  were  seven- 
children:  John  J.  (in  Texas),  Charles  H.  (at  home), 
Margaret  W.  (wife  of  A.  W.  Garrison),  Watson  B. 
(at  home).  Anna  B.  (at  home),  Nettie  F.  and  Yanee 
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D.  ( both  at  home).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barry  are  worthy 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

John  T.  Beasley  has  been  a resident  of  Bradley 
County,  Ark.,  since  his  infancy,  and  it  is  but  justice 
to  say  that  there  is  not  a man  in  the  county  who 
possesses  greater  personal  worth,  or  who  is  more 
substantial  or  progressive  in  his  views  than  he. 
Born  in  Alabama,  August  12,  1835,  he  was  the 
same  year  brought  to  Arkansas  by  his  parents, 
William  and  Melinda  (Germany)  Beasley,  who 
were  born  in  South  Carolina  and  Alabama  in  1811 
and  1840,  respectively.  The  father  was  reared  in 
his  native  State,  and  was  married  there,  but  moved 
afterward  to  Alabama,  and  from  there  to  Arkansas. 
He  was  of  Irisk-Englisk  descent,  his  wife  being  of 
Dutch  lineage,  and  their  union  was  blessed  in  ike 
birth  of  twelve  children,  tive  of  whom  are  living. 
John  T.  Beasley  was  their  eldest  child,  and  in  this 
county  he  was  reared  to  a farm  life  by  his  father, 
who  had  been  a tiller  of  the  soil  all  his  life.  After 
remaining  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty - 
four  years  old,  receiving  a limited  education  in  the 
meantime,  he  began  making  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  and  in  1801  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Forrest,  who  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1844, 
beino  a daughter  of  John  and  Martha  Forrest,  both 
native  Alabamians,  who  died  in  Bradley  County, 
Ark.,  whither  they  had  emigrated  in  1853.  Mr. 
Beasley  and  wife  have  reared  live  of  their  nine 
children:  Mary  (wife  of  Ed  St.  John),  Frances, 

Susan,  Letha.  Joe  Nettie,  Lavira.  James  W.,  Be 
becca  S.  and  Ira  D.  By  industry,  good  business 
ability  and  honorable,  upright  dealing,  Mr.  Beasley 
has  become  the  owner  of  800  acres  of  laud,  about 
100  acres  being  under  fence.  This  farm  has  been 
his  home  since  1800,  with  the  exception  of  the 
time  he  was  in  the  army,  and  during  1800-07,  when 
he  was  in  Louisiana.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ag 
ricultural  Wheel,  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  he 
an  i wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  In  1801  he  joined  Company  B,  Nine- 
teenth Regiment  of  Infantry,  and  was  a brave  and 
faithful  soldier  for  two  years. 

Hugh  Bradley,  farmer,  Warren,  Ark.  A na- 
tive born  citizen  of  Bradley  County.  Ark.,  Mr. 
Bradley  has  become  one  of  its  most  enterprising 
agriculturists,  and  has  done  much  in  a quiet,  un- 
a.-suming  way  to  advance  the  farming  interests  in 
this  community.  He  was  born  on  October  21, 
1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Capt.  Hugh  and  Martha 
(Hunter)  Bradley,  both  natives  of  Tennessee.  The 
parents  were  married  in  their  native  State,  and  in 
1818  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  coming  down  the 
river  on- a tlatboat,  and  locating  on  Red  River, 
where  they  remained  until  1820.  From  there  they 
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moved  to  Bradley  County  (then  a territory),  located 
two  miles  northeast  of  the  present  town  of  Warren, 
and  were  the  very  first  settlers  of  this  section.  Mr. 
Bradley  was  obliged  to  chop  down  the  trees  in  or- 
der to  build  his  little  cabin  in  the  woods,  and 
covered  the  roof  of  this  simple  structure  with  clap 
boards  weighted  down  with  poles.  The  floor  was 
made  of  hewed  puncheons.  He  entered  a large 
tract  of  land,  became  the  owner  of  a large  number  of 
slaves,  and  although  he  had  made  farming  his  prin- 
cipal occupation  during  life,  he  was  also  interested 
in  other  pursuits,  and  was  a hrst  class  business  man. 
Neighbors  were  few  and  far  between,  and  Capt. 
Bradley  did  nearly  all  his  trading  at  Monroe.  La., 
going  down  the  Saline  River  in  a dugout,  and  bring- 
ing back  supplies.  He  was  a great  hunter,  kept  a 
number  of  first-class  bear  dogs,  and  his  cabin  was 
always  supplied  with  bear  meat.  Deer  and  pan 
thers  were  also  to  be  found  in  great  numbers,  and 
other  wild  animals  were  numerous.  Capt.  Brad 
ley  was  known  for  many  miles  around  as  the  pio 
neer  settler  of  what  is  now  Bradley  County,  and 
was  a man  of  great  courage,  fearing  neither  man 
nor  beast,  but  was  always  pleasant  and  agreeable 
in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men.  There 
were  no  roads,  only  a few  trails  made  by  the  In- 
dians. who  were  still  inhabitants  here,  and  the 
pioneers  had  to  cut  their  way  through  the  timber. 
All  their  wagoning  was  done  with  oxen,  and  of 
these  the  Captain  always  had  hi-  share,  using  them 
often  for  the  saddle.  He  received  the  title  of 
captain  from  holding  that  rank  in  the  War  of  1S12, 
and  remained  on  the  farm  where  he  first  located 
on  coming  to  the  county,  until  his  death  which  oc- 
curred in  1854.  Bradley  County  was  named  in 
his  honor,  and  he  was  the  lirst  representative  from 
that  county  under  the  Territorial  Legislature. 
Pennington  Township,  in  which  the  county  seat  is 
situated,  was  named  for  his  son-in-law,  J.  H. 
Pennington,  and  Warren,  the  county  seat,  was 
named  for  the  Captain’s  colored  body  servant. 
Politically  the  captain  was  a stanch  Democrat,  al- 
ways taking  an  active  stand  but  never  seeking 
office.  His  wife  died  in  1856.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  only  one  of  whom, 
Hugh,  is  now  living.  The  latter  was  reared  on 
the  farm,  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  the  forest, 
and  inherited  from  that  gentleman  a decided  taste 
for  hunting.  Many  a bear  and  other  wild  animals 
have  fallen  a prey  to  his  unerring  ride.  His  edu 
cation  was  very  limited,  owing  to  the  fact  that  no 
schools  of  any  consequence  existed  at  that  time, 
and  when  not  assisting  his  father  in  clearing  the 
home  place,  might  lie  found  on  the  trail  of  some 
luckless  animal.  He  is  now  living  on  the  old  home- 


stead, where  his  father  first  settled,  and  he  lias 
never  lived  off  the  place.  He  owns  200  acres  of 
j land,  and  has  about  150  acres  under  cultivation. 
In  1S61  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Ninth  Arkansas 
Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
participated  in  all  the  principal  engagements  of 
his  regiment,  and  although  lm  experienced  many 
hardships,  he  was  never  wounded  nor  captured. 
He  was  married  in  1854  to  Miss  Amelia  Y.  Blank- 
enship, a native  of  Virginia,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Martha  H.  (wife  of  P.  W.  Martin).  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bradley  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  he  is  Democratic  in  his  political 
views. 

W.  B.  Brooks  is  a prominent  planter,  engaged 
in  the  stave  business  at  Warren,  and  although  he 
was  born  in  Mason  County,  Kv.,  in  1842,  he  has 
been  a resident  of  Bradley  County  since  1874.  He 
is  the  fourth  of  twelve  children  born  to  John  T. 
and  Elizabeth  (Anderson)  Brooks,  native  Kentuck- 
ians, who  moved  to  Audrain  County,  Mo.,  in  1857, 
where  he  became  well  known  as  editor  of  the 
Mexico  Ledger,  which  he  conducted  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  1876.  He  was  also  a minister  in 
the  Christian  Church  for  many  years,  and  was  in- 
strumental in  bringing  many  souls  to  the  feet  of 
Chri-t.  His  wife’s  death  occurred  in  1885.  Their 
eldest  son,  John  A.  Brooks,  was  the  Prohibition 
candidate  for  Vice-President  from  Missouri,  in  1888, 
and  is  now  a minister  of  the  gospel  in  Kansas 
City.  W.  B.  Brooks,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
biography,  spent  his  days  up  to  the  age  of  twenty 
years  in  farm  work,  during  the  summer  months, 
and  in  attending  the  district  schools  during  the 
winter  seasons,  but  in  1866  he  moved  to  Arkansas, 
and  settled  on  Bayou  Bartholomew,  where  for 
about  seven  years  he  was  engaged  in  following  the 
plow.  In  1874  he  married  Miss  E.  T Hughey,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Hughey,  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Bradley  County,  and  in  time  a family  of 
eight  children  was  born  to  them:  Carrie.  John. 
Mar  y,  Tiner,  Mittie,  Willie,  Fannie  and  Louise, 
all  intelligent  and  healthy  children,  a speaking  il- 
lustration of  the  healthfulness  of  the  Arkansas 
climate.  Mr.  Brooks  has  been  more  than  ordi 
i narily  successful  in  his  farming  operations,  and  is 
the  owner  of  710  acres  of  tine  land,  three  and  oue- 
lialf  miles  from  Warren,  sixty  acres  of  which  are 
cleared  and  under  good  cultivation,  and  the  rest  in 
timber  land.  His  wife  is  a Baptist,  while  lie  be- 
longs to  the  Christian  Church,  and  is  an  earnest 
advocate  of  temperance,  having  helped  clear  the 
saloons  from  out  Warren.  He  is  not  an  active 
politician,  but  usually  votes  the  Democrat  ticket. 
He  belongs  to  the  Iv.  of  P.,  Hampton  Lodge  No.  44. 
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.John  Ragin  Broughton  has  been  a resident  of 
Bradley  County.  Ark.,  since  December,  ,1859.  al- 
though his  birth  occurred  in  Sumter  District,  S. 
C.,  October  3,  18-11.  He  is  one  of  three  children 
born  to  Edward  N.  and  Epsie  E.  Broughton,  their 
names  being:  Letitia  B.  (who  died  in  November, 
1879),  Maggie  L.  (who  is  living  in  Ouachita  Coun- 
ty. Ark.,  with  her  husband.  II.  F.  Richardson),  and 
.John  Ragin  (who  first  settled  in  Arkansas,  in  Oua- 
chita County,  in  January.  1859.  The  principal 
part  of  his  rearing  was  received  in  Greene  County, 
and  there  he  received  a good  English  educa- 
tion. At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began  doing 
for  himself,  and  that  he  has  succeeded  is  amply 
proved,  when  the  fact  is  known  that  he  owns  427 
acres  of  land,  100  acres  of  which  are  under  culti- 
vation, exceedingly  fertile,  and  will  average  one  , 
bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  army,  in  Blankenship's  Company, 
Ninth  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  served  as  a private 
and  non-commissioned  officer,  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Corinth,  Baker’s 
Creek,  Resaca,  the  Dalton  campaign,  Nashville, 
and  numerous  engagements  of  less  importance.  On  i 
December  22,  1864,  after  being  slightly  wounded, 
he  was  captured,  and  was  kept  a prisoner  at  Camp  | 
Chase,  Ohio,  until  March  1,  1865,  wrhen  he  was 
paroled  at  Richmond,  and  returned  home.  He  is 
a Democrat,  and  has  served  as  school  director  in 
Sumter  Township  eight  years.  He  is  a strict 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  is 
a liberal  contributor  to  all  worthy  public  enter- 
prises. He  was  married  near  Princeton,  in  Dallas  i 
County,  Ark.,  September  27,  1868,  to  Miss  Mattie  j 
Lee  Holloway,  a daughter  of  Blake  and  Emile  Hol- 
loway, wdio  were  among  the  early  settlers  to  Ar- 
kansas Territory.  Mrs.  Broughton's  grandfather, 
Dorris,  assisted  in  ferrying  the  Indians  across  the 
Ouachita  River,  when  they  were  being  moved  to  ; 
the  Indian  Territory.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Broughton  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children: 
William  E.  and  Epsie  L.  Mrs.  Broughton  died 
August  7.  1889. 

Christopher  Columbus  Childs  has  passed  the 
uneventful  lifeof  the  farmer. and  although  progres- 
sive and  enterprising  in  his  views,  has  continued 
steadily  to  “pursue  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,” 
and  is  now  accounted,  and  deservedly  so,  one  of 
the  leading  farmers  of  the  county.  He  was  born 
in  Pike  County.  Ala.,  May  1 1.  1865,  and  is  a son 
of  William  and  Nancy  (Hathhorne)  Childs,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  born  in  .Tones  County,  Ga. . in 
1801.  To  them  a family  of  six  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters  were  born:  Emeline  E.,  Nathan  M. , Edward 
W .,  James  L..  Francis  J. , Robert  H. , John  B. 


and  Christopher  C.  Mr.  Childs  was  an  Old  Line 
Whig  in  politics,  and  in  1844  removed  with  his 
family  to  Bradley  County.  Ark.,  and  here  his  son, 
Christopher  C.,  was  reared  but  did  not  receive 
many  opportunities  for  attending  school,  conse- 
quently his  early  education  was  quite  limited.  In 
1865  he  began  doing  for  himself,  and  during  1866— 
67-68  was  engaged  in  merchandising, but  has  since 
given  his  attention  to  farming,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  640  acres  of  tine  farming  land,  150  acres 
being  under  cultivation,  well  improved  with  good 
buildings,  fences  and  orchards.  He  has  always 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  is  at  present  a di- 
rector in  School  District  6,  Clay  Township.  He  is 
a liberal  supporter  of  all  enterprises  of  a public 
nature,  is  closely  identified  with  the  material  af- 
fairs and  associated  with  the  progress  and  develop 
ment  of  Bradley  County.  He  served  as  a private 
in  the  Confederate  army,  from  January,  1864  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  married  June  6,  I860, 
to  Miss  Emile  L.  Gannaway,  a native  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  in  due  time  a family  of  ten  children 
gathered  about  them:  Fanny  B.,  Mary  E..  Don  C.. 
Ruth  I.,  Henry  E.,  Mittie  and  Minnie  (twins), 
Druscilla  C.,  Lula  H.  and  Emma  E.  Three 
daughters  and  one  son  are  married,  and  all  are  do- 
ing well  in  homes  of  their  own. 

.John  Ederington  Childs  is  a native-born  resi- 
dent of  Bradley  County,  Ark. , and  as  such  is  looked 
upon  with  pride  by  the  people  of  the  locality  as  a 
proper  representative  of  a progressive  and  refined 
commonwealth.  His  birth  occurred  in  Clay  Town- 
ship January  12.  1856,  he  being  the  second  son  of 
James  L.  Childs,  who  moved  to  Bradley  County, 
Ark.,  in  1844,  and  died  here  June  19,  1880.  His 
relict  survives  him.  John  E.  Childs  learned  the 
rudiments  of  farm  life  in  his  youthful  days  and 
acquired  a fair  knowledge  of  books  in  the  common 
schools  near  hi. home.  In  1879  he  began  business 
for  himself  and  first  engaged  in  merchandising, 
which  business  proved  quite  remunerative,  but  in 
connection  with  this  work  he  shortly  after  "engaged 
in  the  saw  and  planing  mill  business,  and  also  man- 
ages an  excellent  farm  which  he  owns.  His  mer- 
cantile establishment  yields  him  an  annual  income 
of  $20,000.  his  stock  of  goods  being  valued  at 
about  $4,000,  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
details  of  this  work,  together  with  necessary  and 
natural  qualifications  for  its  successful  carrying  on. 
have  given  him  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
reliable  business  men  of  this  section.  His  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Anna  Godfrey  took  place  in  1880, 
she  having  been  born  in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  and 
principally  reared  anil  educated  there.  In  due 
course  of  time  a familv  of  two  sons  and  two  daugh 
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ters  gathered  around  them : James  L. , Mattie  N. , 
Willie  M.  and  another  daughter.  Mr.  Childs  has  al- 
ways been  a stanch  Democrat,  and  in  social  and 
business  life  is  kind,  courteous  and  affable  in  his 
demeanor  to  all  classes,  and  being  public  spirited 
and  enterprising,  the  patron  of  all  worthy  enter 
prises,  he  is  respected  and  esteemed  by  his  fellow- 
men. 

Dr.  S.  M.  Davis,  of  the  firm  of  Gannaway  A 
Davis,  physicians  and  druggists,  of  Warren,  Ark., 
is  a native  of  Lowndes  County,  Ala.,  where  his 
birth  occurred  February  14,  1839,  and  the  son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Pevey)  Davis,  natives  of  Georgia. 
The  parents  emigrated  to  Alabama,  thence  to  Brad- 
ley County,  Ark.,  in  1842,  and  located  ten  miles 
north  of  Warren,  where  the  father  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  died  in  Jefferson  County, 
Ark.,  in  1S61,  at  White  Sulphur  Springs,  and  the 
mother  died  when  Dr.  Davis  was  an  infant.  He 
was  reared  on  the  farm  until  sixteen  years  of  age, 
and  then  taught  school,  but  in  the  meantime  study- 
ing medicine.  He  attended  the  Louisville,  (Kv.), 
Medical  College  in  ISOS  and  1869,  and  afterward 
began  practicing  in  Bradley  County,  Ark.  This 
he  has  since  continued,  and  is  one  of  the  successful 
and  popular  physicians  of  the  county.  He  was 
married  in  1806,  to  Miss  Florence  A.  Turner, 
daughter  of  Judge  A.  A Turner,  and  the  result  of 
this  union  has  been  three  living  children:  Ina. 

Aubert  and  Zena.  The  Doctor  enlisted  in  the  army 
in  1801,  Owen's  Battalion,  and  served  until  the 
close.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

H.  M Ederington,  planter,  Warren.  Ark.  Of 
that  sturdy  and  independent  class,  the  farmers  of 
Arkansas,  none  are  possessed  of  more  genuine 
merit  and  a strouger  character  than  he  whose  name 
stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  and  who  is  con- 
ceded to  be  an  energetic  and  progressive  tiller  of 
the  soil.  He  has  risen  to  more  than  an  ordinary 
degree  of  success  in  his  calling,  and  is  imbued  with 
all  those  qualities  of  go-aheadativeness  which  have 
characterized  his  ancestors.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Green  County.  Ivy.,  September  2,  1821,  and  he 
is  a son  of  George  and  Mary  (Ederington)  Eder- 
ington, the  father  a native  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
and  the  mother  of  Kentucky.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, James  Ederington,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolution,  and  died  in  Kentucky,  where  he  was 
an  early  settler.  He  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
as  a livelihood,  was  ninety-two  years  of  age  when 
he  received  his  final  summons,  and  was  a very 
stout,  robust  man.  George  Ederington  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  Mississippi  in  1822,  located  in 


Monroe  County,  and  was  among  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers. Here  his  death  occurred  in  1820.  The 
mother  died  in  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  about  1879. 
She  was  twice  married,  four  children  being  born  to 
her  first  union,  and  only  one,  H.  M. , now  living. 
By  her  second  marriage  six  children  were  born, 
three  living—  two  daughters  and  a son.  H.  M.  Eder- 
ington  was  principally  reared  in  Mississippi,  and 
i received  a limited  education  in  that  State.  When 
| eighteen  years  of  age  he  left  home,  and  began  the 
battle  of  life  for  himself.  In  1840  he  went  to  the 
i Lone  Star  State,  located  at  San  Antonio,  and  was 
engaged  in  surveying  through  the  wilderness.  In 
October,  1847,  he  joined  in  the  Mexican  War.  and 
served  until  October.  1S48.  He  then  went  to  Cali 
fornia,  starting  with  a party  from  Fort  Smith,  and 
j going  overland.  He  was  nearly  twelve  months 
making  the  trip,  and  after  arriving  at  Los  Angeles 
he  was  engaged'  in  mining  until  1853,  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  east  by  the  way  of  the  Isthmus  He 
| landed  in  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  in  October.  1853. 
located  on  a farm,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil.  In  1803  he  joined  the  Confederate 
army,  and  served  until  the  surrender.  He  was 
captured  in  Kansas,  kept  a prisoner  at  St.  Louis, 
Alton  and  Rock  Island,  was  confined  for  five 
months,  and  was  then  sent  to  Richmond.  Ya., 
where  he  was  paroled.  He  has  experienced  many 
hardships,  seen  a great  deal  of  the  world,  but  all 
to  his  credit.  He  owns  450  acres  of  land,  and  has 
150  acres  under  cultivation.  He  raises  consider- 
able stock,  and  is  the  owner  of  some  fine  horses. 
He  was  married  in  1885,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Franklin, 
a native  of  Arkansas,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
have  been  four  children,  three  living:  Selwvn.  Es- 
tella  (deceased),  Ollie  and  Emma.  Mr.  Edering- 
ton has  been  justice  of  the  peace,  transacting  the 
business  incumbent  on  that  office  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all,  and  is  an  enterprising  citizen.  He  is  a 
Mexican  War  pensioner. 

John  T Ederington,  merchant,  Warren,  Ark. 
For  a number  of  years  past  the  city  of  Warren  has 
been  noted  far  and  wide  for  its  excellent  mercan- 
tile establishments,  and  particularly  that  of  Mr. 
Ederington,  who  is  one  of  the  first-class  business 
men  of  the  place.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Mon 
; roe  County,  Miss.,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  Oc 
tober  12.  1837.  and  is  the  son  of  John  Ederington. 
a native  of  Kentucky.  The  latter  was  married  in 
Monroe  County,  Miss. , to  Miss  Amelia  Hudspeth, 
also  a native  of  Florence,  Ala.,  and  in  1850  they 
moved  to  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  and  located  at  La- 
nark. There  the  father  entered  arid  bought  laud, 
and. there  received  his  final  summons  on  November 
19,  1870.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  a num- 
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ber  of  years.  The  mother  died  on  January  7,  1S85. 
Their  family  consisted  of  nine  children:  William 

J.,  Mrs.  E.  J.  Wall.  Mrs.  C.  E.  Childs,  John  T., 
Robert  C.,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Wheeler,  Mrs.  Martha  A. 
Hall,  J ames  L.  and  Samuel  C.  John  T.  Edering- 
tou  was  only  about  twelve  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Bradley  County,  and  here  he  grew  to  ma- 
turity, receiving  his  education  iu  the  common 
schools.  In  1802  he  enlisted  in  Capt.  Wheeler’s 
company,  and  after  serving  a short  time,  was  taken 
sick  and  discharged.  Later  he  joined  the  Ninth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  surrender. 
He  received  a gunshot  wound  in  the  left  leg  at  At- 
lanta,  on  July  28,  1804,  and  was  in  the  hospital 
for  ninety  days.  Returning  home  after  the  sur- 
render, he  resumed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  this 
continued  until  in  January,  1809,  when  he  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business.  This  he  has 
carried  on  ever  since,  and  was  in  partnership  with 
Capt.  W.  H.  W heeler  for  about  fifteen  years,  dis-  j 
solving  iu  1884.  He  also  owns  considerable  real 
estate,  and  carries  on  farming.  In  his  business  he 
has  a good  stock  of  goods,  and  enjoys  the  esteem 
and  regard  of  all  who  have  business  relations  with 
him.  He  was  married  on  November  15,  1874,  to 
Miss  Sarah  H.  Berlin,  and  this  happy  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  now  living:  Maude,  Carrie,  Lewis,  Anna 
M.  and  Mary  E.  The  two  deceased  were  named 
Paul  and  Bertha.  Mr.  Ederington  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Robert  Charles  Ederington  resides  on  his  ex- 
cellent farm  of  300  acres  near  Jersey,  Bradley 
County,  Ark.,  but  was  born  in  Monroe  County, 
Miss.,  on  January  26,  1840,  being  the  fifth  child 
born  to  John  and  Millie  Ederington,  who  located 
iu  Bradley  County  October  22,  1850,  where  they 
continued  to  make  their  home  until  their  respective 
deaths.  Robert  C.  Ederington  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  this  county  since  he  was  ten  years  of  age. 
and  in  his  youth  acquired  a fair  knowledge  of  the 
“world  of  books'’  in  the  common  schools  near 
his  home.  He  was  taught  the  details  of  farming 
by  his  father,  and  expects  to  make  this  his  oecu- 
pation  through  life,  and  being  a young  man  of 
brains,  energy  and  enterprise  he  promises  to  be- 
come one  of  the  wealthy  agriculturists  of  this  re- 
gion. He  has  175  acres  of  land  under  the  plow, 
and  his  crops  are  always  large  and  of  excellent 
quality.  He  has  been  married  twice,  first  to  Miss  . 
Cordia  C.  Joyce,  who  was  the  eighth  child  of 
Henry  and  Sarah  Joyce,  and  by  her  became  the  I 
father  of  three  children,  John  being  the  only  one 
of  the  three  now  living,  and  his  second  union  was 


to  Miss  Lillis  Ann  Cox,  who  is  the  seventh  child 
of  Allen  and  Lillis  Cox,  who  moved  to  Bradley 
County,  Ark.,  from  Yalobusha  County,  Miss.,  in 
January,  1848.  In  time  a family  of  six  children 
gathered  around  Mr.  Ederington’ s hearthstone: 
Ellen,  Cordia  A.,  Charles,  Jennie,  Carrie  and  Will 
iam  W.  In  November,  1861,  Mr.  Ederington  en 
listed  in  Company  D,  Ninth  Arkansas  Infantry, 
but  afterward  became  a member  of  the  First  Cav- 
alry. under  Gen.  J.  F.  Fagan  in  May.  1862,  and 
from  that  was  transferred  to  the  Tiger  Battery  in 
July,  1863,  being  with  Gen.  Price  on  his  fa- 
mous Missouri  raid.  He  served  with  this  battery 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  although  he  was  in 
a number  of  engagements  lie  was  never  wounded. 
Some  of  the- principal  engagements  in  which  he 
took  part  are  Cane  Hill.  Prairie  Grove,  Fayette- 
ville, Lone  Jack,  Back  Bone  Mountain,  Wolf 
Creek.  Poison  Springs  and  Mark’s  Mill.  Mr.  Ed- 
erington is  a Democrat,  and  after  being  elected  to 
the  position  of  school  director  in  his  district, 
served  in  that  capacity  for  fourteen  years.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  are  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  them. 

James  Lafayette  Ederington  has  been  familiar 
with  farm  life  from  his  earliest  youth,  having 
learned  the  occupation  from  his  father,  John  Ed- 
erington, and  since  taking  up  the  occupation  as  a 
means  of  livelihood,  in  Bradley  County,  has  had 
the  reputation  of  being  substantial  and  progres- 
sive. He  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Miss., 
March  21,  1847,  but  in  1850  moved  with  his  father 
and  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Amelia  Huds- 
peth, to  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  and  here  was  reared 
to  manhood,  receiving  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon country  schools.  After  remaining  with  and 
faithfully  assisting  his  parents  until  he  reached  his 
twenty-first  year,  he  started  out  to  fight  the  battle 
of  life  for  himself,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
the  occupation  of  farming,  with  the  exception  of 
the  time  from  1876  to  1883,  when  he  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business,  which  enterprise  proved 
rather  disastrous.  His  enterprises  in  the  line  of 
agriculture  have  met  with  better  results,  and  his 
farm  now  comprises  a tract  of  300  acres,  of  which 
150  acres  are  iu  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation 
and  finely  improved.  Owing  to  his  youth,  he  did 
not  enlist  in  the  army  until  1S64,  then  he  became 
a member  of  Cabbie’s  brigade,  and  was  on  duty 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  has  always  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket,  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  has  contributed  to  public  enterprises 
as  far  as  his  means  would  allow.  His  marriage 
with  Miss  Jerusha  K.  Reaves  was  solemnized  in 


' 


■ 


■ 


. 


' 


754 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


1872,  and  to  them  a family  of  nine  children  has 
been  born,  of  whom  seven  are  now  living:  Lovetta 
R.,  John  M. , William  L..  Hattie  A..  Carrie  A., 
Mattie,  Mary  W.,  Flora  E.  and  Ruth  I. 

James  Henry  Evans  is  one  of  the  honest  and 
thrifty  tillers  of  the  soil  of  Bradley  County.  Ark., 
and  the  estate  which  he  is  now  engaged  in  culti 
vating  embraces  200  acres,  land  well  adapted  to 
the  purposes  of  general  farming,  and  in  his  oper- 
tions  he  displays  those  sterling  principles  which 
have  ever  characterized  the  native  Louisianian. 
Fifty- five  acres  are  under  the  plow,  and  are  well 
adapted  to  raising  all  the  cereals,  cotton,  grasses, 
etc.  Mr.  Evans  was  born  in  Claiborne  Parish.  La., 
January  5.  1850.  and  is  the  second  child  born  to 
John  Evans  and  wife,  who  moved  to  Bradley 
County,  Ark.,  about  the  year  1860.  and  from  there 
to  Nevada  County,  Ark.,  in  November.  1873. 
where  he  still  resides.  James  H.  Evans  was  reared 
principally  in  Bradley  County,  and  in  his  youth 
was  given  a common  school  education.  He  com- 
menced life  for  himself  as  a poor  boy,  and  a farm- 
er's boy  at  that,  but  owing  to  his  advanced  and 
progressive  ideas,  coupled  with  industry  and  per- 
severance. he  is  now  in  possession  of  a comfortable 
competence.  In  his  political  views  he  has  always 
been  a Democrat,  and  supports  the  men  and 
measures  of  that  party.  November  27,  1887.  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ruth  I.  Childs, 
who  wras  born  in  Bradley  County,  and  by  her  he 
has  a bright  little  son.  named  Jimmie  I. 

Jonathan  M.  Ferrell  is  a substantial  farmer  of 
Palestine  Township,  and  resides  near  Johnsville. 
Born  in  Chester  County,  S.  C., December  1 1 . 1849,  he 
is  a son  of  Thomas  L Ferrell,  who  was  also  born  in 
that  county,  his  birth  occurring  in  1823.  He  died 
in  his  native  State  in  1865,  having  been  a mechanic 
by  trade,  which  occupation  he  followed  the  early 
portion  of  his  life,  his  latter  years  being  given  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  His  father.  Matthew  Fer- 
rell, was  also  born  in  the  Palmetto  State,  was  a 
mechanic  by  trade,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  His  death  occurred  in  South  Carolina. 
Thomas  L.  Ferrell  was  married  there  to  Miss  Nancy 
Jane  Thomas,  whose  birth  occurred  about  1830.  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Jane  Thomas.  In  1870 
she.  with  her  family  of  live  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. emigrated  to  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  where 
she,  and  four  sons  and  three  daughters  are  now 
living  Jonathan  M.  Ferrell,  the  eldest  child, 
received  a very  limited  education  in  his  na- 
tive State,  beiug  obliged  to  remain  at  home  and 
assist  his  father  on  the  farm.  The  first  year 
of  his  residence  in  Arkansas  he  worked  on  a farm 
for  wages,  and  the  next  year  worked  a farm  on 


shares,  receiving  for  his  services  one-half  the  prof 
its.  His  next  effort  in  the  way  of  doing  for  him 
self  was  to  purchase  200  acres  of  land,  which  he 
immediately  began  to  cultivate,  and  bv  judicious 
management  has  now  a line  farm  comprising  560 
acres,  with  about  seventy  acres  under  cultivation. 
In  1887  he  and  his  brother.  William  T. , erected  a 
steam  cotton-gin  at  a cost  of  $1,200.  and  in 
addition  to  tilling  his  farm,  he  is  engaged  in  gin 
ning  cotton  for  the  surrounding  planters.  Mr. 
Ferrell  is  a wide  awake  citizen,  and  is  interested 
in  the  advancement  of  Christianity  and  education 
as  well  as  all  other  worthy  movements,  and  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he 
being  now  an  elder  in  the  same.  Politically  he  is 
a Democrat.  January  25,  1877.  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Rowell,  who  was  born  March  25, 
1856.  in  Mississippi,  but  was  reared  in  Drew 
County.  A7'k. . being  a daughter  of  John  and  Lucin- 
da (Sweet)  Rowell.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  three  children:  Harvey,  Luther, 

and  John  (who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years). 

William  Boneparte  Fike.  farmer  and  cotton 
ginner.  It  will  be  seen,  from  a perusal  of  this 
sketch,  that  Mr.  Fike  is  one  of  the  well  respected 
and  honored  residents  of  Bradley  County,  and  al- 
though his  educational  advantages  in  youth  were 
confined  to  the  common  schools,  he  possesses  a 
vigorous  mind  and  is  one  of  the  well-read  men 
of  the  county.  Born  in  Perry  County,  Ala.. 
February  29,  1836,  he  is  one  of  ten  children  born 
to  the. union  of  Terryll  Fike  and  Elizabeth  Gor- 
don, whose  marriage  was  consummated  about  the 
year  1833.  They  removed  to  Union  County,  Ark., 
iu  1844,  and  here  the  father’s  death  occurred  in 
1872.  at  the  age  of  sixty- four  years.  William  B. 
Fike  was  the  second  of  their  family,  and  in  early 
youth  learned  the  occupation  of  farming  from  his 
father,  learning  also  lessons  of  industry  and  habits 
of  economy,  which  have  since  been  of  great  bene- 
fit to  him.  In  1881  he  settled  on  a farm  in  Clay 
Township.  Bradley  County,  and  here  has  an  excel- 
lent farm  of  300  acres,  160  being  in  a desirable 
state  of  cultivation,  and  on  which  is  erected  good 
buildings  of  all  kinds,  and  a tine  steam  cotton-gin. 
the  latter  brings  him  in  a handsome  annual  income. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Nineteenth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  as  second  lieutenant,  and  tilled 
this  position  with  credit  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
participating  in  the  following  engagements:  first, 
battle  of  Farmington,  second  battle  of  Iuka. 
Corinth.  Hatchie  Bridge,  Champion  Hill,  being 
wounded  in  the  knee  in  the  last- named. engage 
ment.  which  laid  him  up  for  two  months.  After 
recovering,  he  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg. 


■ 


■ 

' 

, 

. 


■ 


BRADLEY  COUNTY. 


loo 


hut  was  here  captured  and  afterward  exchanged. 
Ilis  command  was  reorganized  in  Arkansas,  and 
he  was  in  the  engagements  at  Jenkins’  Ferry  and 
Saline  River,  which  were  the  last  important-  en- 
gagements in  which  he  took  part.  Mr.  Fike  is  a 
stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and  for  four  years  has 
held  the  office  of  magistrate,  and  lias  been  school 
director  four  terms.  In  1865  he  married  Miss 
Maitha  A.  Stephens,  a native  of  Union  County, 
Ark.,  and  by  her  has  had  a family  of  three  sons: 
William  T.  (who  graduated  from  a college  at 
Bowling  Green,  Ivy.,  and  is  at  present  a book- 
keeper for  a leading  business  house  in  Little  Rock. 
Ark.),  Theodore  E.  (who  is  the  principal  salesman 
in  an  extensive  general  store  in  Little  Rock),  and 
Robert  P. 

Dr.  C.  C.  Gannawav,  physician  and  surgeon, 
Warren,  Ark.  There  are  few  men  of  the  present 
day,  whom  the  world  acknowledges  as  successful, 
more  worthy  of  honorable  mention,  or  whose  his- 
tory affords  a better  illustration  of  what  may  be 
accomplished  by  a determined  will  and  persever- 
ance. than  Dr.  Gannaway.  He  was  born  in  Mon- 
roe County,  Miss.,  January  17,  1835,  and  was  but 
eleven  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Arkansas.  _ He  passed  his  boyhood  clays 
on  the  farm,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and.  in  1861,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Fifth  Arkansas 
Regiment,  and  served  until  cessation  of  hostilities. 
He  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  an  early  age, 
and  graduated  at  the  New  Orleans  School  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  spring  of  1861.  After  this  he  practiced 
until  his  enlistment  into  the  army.  In  the  fall  of 
1862  he  was  made  assistant  surgeon,  and  served 
in  Cobb’s  battalion  of  artillery  until  close  of  the 
war.  He  then  returned  to  Warren,  located  there, 
aud  has  since  been  in  active  practice.  He  was 
elected  sheriff  in  1872,  and  held  the  office  for  ten 
years.  He  also  served  as  coroner  for  a few  years. 
On  March  3,  1865,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
51  iss  Nancy  Ramsey,  who  was  born  in  Louisiana, 
but  who  came  to  Arkansas  in  her  youth.  To  the 
Doctor  and  his  wife  have  been  born  eight  children, 
seven  living:  C.  E..  J.  R.,  S.  L..  J.  A.,  Mary  N., 
Ruth  N..  Henry  A.  (deceased),  anrl  Emily  E.  The 
Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the 
K.  & L.  of  H. , and  he  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  He  owns  considerable  land, 
and  carries  on  farming  on  a small  scale.  He  en 
gaged  in  the  drug  business  in  1882,  and  has  since 
carried  it  on.  the  style  of  the  firm  being  Gannawav 
& Davis.  His  parents,  James  and  Mary  (Edd- 
ington) Gannaway,  were  natives,  respectively,  of 
Virginia  and  Kentucky.  They  were  married  in 


Mississippi,  and  remained  in  that  State  until  1846, 
when  he  moved  to  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  and  lo- 
cated two  miles  southwest  of  Warren.  He  entered 
a tract  of  unimproved  land,  erected  a little  log 
cabin,  and  began  work.  He  died  in  1852,  and  the 
mother  in  1878.  Of  their  live  children — one  son 
and  four  daughters— three  are  now  living:  Mrs. 

A.  C.  Jones,  Mrs.  Emily  Childs  and  Dr.  C.  C.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  and  was  over  one  hun- 
dred years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Hon.  Solomon  Gardner,  retired,  Warren,  Ark. 
i In  tracing  the  ancestry  of  Mr.  Gardner,  we  find 
that  he  comes  of  an  old  and  very  distinguished 
family  of  South  Carolina,  the  members  of  which 
were  noted  for  their  courage  and  honesty.  Mr. 
Gardner  was  born  in  Copiah  County,  Miss.,  Octo- 
ber 5,  1824.  and  is  the  son  of  Jesse  and  Sarah 
| (Roberts)  Gardner,  natives,  respectively,  of  Geor- 
gia and  Tennessee.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Asal  Gardner,  was  a native  of  South  Carolina.  He 
was  in  the  Revolutionay  War  with  his  father,  who 
held  the  rank  of  major,  and  received  a wound  in 

the  hand.  Asal  moved  with  his  family  to  Missis- 

sippi in  1802,  and  died  in  J'effeison  County.  He 
had  several  brothers,  and  the  Constitutionalist, 
of  Georgia,  was  edited  by  the  Gardner  family  for 
a number  of  years.  One  brother  was  a physician. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a farmer  by  vocation 
and  was  an  excellent  manager.  He  was  quite 
small  when  first  going  to  Mississippi,  and  his 
I schooling  was  limited,  not  exceeding  six  weeks 
! altogether.  He  died  in  Yazoo  City  in  1855  of  yel- 

i low  fever.  The  mother  died  in  1840.  Of  the  six 

children  born  to  their  marriage,  three  are  now  liv- 
ing: Solomon,  Mrs.  Winifred  Grissom  (in  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah),  and  Mrs.  M.  A White  (Yazoo  City, 
Miss.,  near  the  old  homestead).  Jesse  Gardner 
was  married  the  second  time,  and  four  living 
children  are  the  result  of  this  union:  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Minkert  (of  Bryan,  Tex.).  Dr.  A.  B (of  Dennison, 
Tex.),  William  S.  and  Mrs.  Judge  Montrose  (of 
Greenville,  Tex. ).  Hon.  Solomon  Gardner  attained 
his  growth  in  Mississippi,  received  a common 
school  education,  which  he  has  greatly  improved 
by  self  study,  and  remained  with  his  father  on  the 
farm  until  1844,  when  he  came  to  Arkansas.  Being 
an  advocate  for  the  annexation  of  Texas,  he  returned 
to  Mississippi  in  the  following  year,  joined  Jeff. 
Davis'  Company  A,  First  Regiment  of  Mississippi, 
and  resolved  to  do  his  share  of  the  fighting  in  the 
Mexican  W ar.  He  served  a short  time  and  then 
went  back  to  Mississippi,  coming  through  in 
wagons,  there  being  150  wagons  in  the  train  going 
over  the  mountains.  Although  he  has  been  in 
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many  perilous  situations,  this  trip  across  the  ; 
mountains  was  the  most  dangerous  Mr.  Gardner  j 
ever  experienced,  the  Greasers  shooting  all  the  -j 
time  through  their  wagons.  In  June,  ISIS,  he  1 
landed  in  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  coming  up  on  the  j 
steamer  " Saline,”  and  on  this  voyage  he  had  one  i 
more  terrible  experience.  Having  retired  to  rest  ] 
one  night,  he  was  aroused  from  his  dreams  by  a j 
sensation  of  falling,  and  found  that  the  vessel  had 
capsized,  turned  over  on  her  side.  He  managed  : 
to  make  his  escape,  but  lost  all  his  effects,  among 
which  was  his  wedding  suit  that  he  expected  to 
stand  at  the  altar  in.  After  reaching  this  county 
he  settled  within  eight  miles  of  Warren,  where  he 
resided  for  about  twenty-live  years,  carrying  on 
farming.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  E. 
Ninth  Arkansas  Infantry  Regiment,  and  was  mus- 
tered in  as  first  lieutenant,  but  afterward  served  as 
commissary  of  the  regiment.  In  the  winter  of 
1S62  he  left  his  regiment  and  never  re-enlisted. 
After  coming  home  in  1864  he  was  captured  and 
kept  a prisoner  at  Little  Rock  for  a few  weeks. 
Mr.  Gardner  has  passed  through  many  hardships, 
and  can  relate  manv  inteiesting  and  exciting  inci- 
dents.  In  18  *4  he  was  elected  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  elected  to  the  Senate  in  1884. 
He  has  also  held  several  minor  offices.  He  is  the 
owner  of  400  acres  of  land,  and  still  continues 
farming  on  a small  scale.  He  was  ordained  a 
Baptist  minister  in  May,  1859,  and  has  been 
preaching  the  gospel  ever  since.  He  now  has 
charge  of  three  churches.  He  was  first  married 
in  1848  to  Miss  Susan  E.  Martin,  by  whom  he  has 
one  child  living.  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Adams.  Mrs. 
Gardner  died  in  1852,  and  in  1853  Mr.  Gardner 
took  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  (Bronner) 
Moseley.  To  her  first  union  was  born  one  child. 
William  S.  Moseley,  who  is  now  in  Texas.  Mr. 
Gardner  has  been  connected  with  nearly  every 
secret  order,  but  does  not  now  affiliate  with  any  on 
account  of  his  deafness. 

M.  B.  Garison.  a prominent  planter  of  Bradley 
County,  came  to  Arkansas  in  1870  and  settled  in 
Bradley  County.  Here  he  purchased  240  acres  of 
wild  land,  and  at  once  commenced  a system  of 
clearing  and  improving;  to  this  land  he  has  since 
added  until  lie  now  owns  1.1 00  acres.  200  under 
cultivation,  most  of  which  he  devotes  to  the  raising 
of  cotton.  He  raises  an  ’excellent  quality  of  this 
article,  and  has  taken  premiums  at  various  fairs, 
amounting  to  84,600.  He  took  the  premium  on  cot 
ton  at  Monticello  in  1870:  at  St.  Louis  in  1880-81. 
and  at  Little  Rock  in  188 1 ; also  in  1 882  at  St.  Louis. 
The  Little  Rock  and  Murphy  premiums  amounted 
to  §995;  in  1883.  at  Little  Rock.  St.  Louis  and 


Louisville,  the  premiums  were  $1,350;  in  1SS4 
Monticello,  St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans,  $1,450. 
He  has  made  twenty-six  entries,  and  has  never 
failed  to  take  a premium  on  cotton  raised  in  Brad 
ley  County.  Mr  Garison  was  born  in  York  County, 
S.  C..  in  18 14,  a son  of  F.  Garison,  a prom 
inent  resident  of  that  county.  He  represented 
Y’ork  County  in  the  Legislature  two  terms.  He 
was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  still  resides  on  his 
father’s  old  estate;  his  wife,  nee  Hall,  the  mother 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  died  during  the  Civil 
War.  Her  father  was  concealed  in  the  garret  during 
the  Revolutionary  War.  The  paternal  great  grand 
i father  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  King’s  Mountain, 
j and  his  grandfather  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of 
i 1812.  His  father  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army 
. in  1863,  was  in  the  battles  of  and  about  Petersburg, 
was  captured  March  25,  1865,  and  was  retained  as 
a prisoner  at  Port  Lookout  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  attended  the  Ebenezer  Academy 
in  York  County.  In  June,  1861,  he  left  school  to 
enter  the  army,  enlisting  in  a Company  of  Jen 
kins'  regiment,  of  South  Carolina.  He  was  in 
Longstreet’s  corps.  On  account  of  illness,  lie  did 
not  participate  in  the  early  engagements.  In  1863 
he  joined  Hampton’s  cavalry,  and  was  in  North 
I Carolina,  and  in  the  spring  of  1864  he  went  to 
Virginia,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Cold  Harbor. 
Louisa  Court  House.  Burges  Mill,  and  many  other 
lighter  engagements.  He  was  with  Johnson  in 
North  Carolina  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  his 
regiment.  He  then  returned  home  and  engaged 
in  farming;  In  1866  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Simmill.  a native  of  South  Carolina,  by  whom  he 
i had  three  children,  Howard.  Edward  and  Eula. 

She  died  in  1874,  and  in  1875  Mr.  Garison  mar 
! ried  Mrs.  Burnett,  and  by  this  later  marriage  has 
six  children,  viz. : Liza.  Lucy,  Ralph,  John.  Pearl 
and  Willie.  In  October,  1888,  Mr.  Garison  moved 
to  Warren  and  erected  one  of  the  best  dwellings 
in  the  place.  In  connection  with  his  farming  inter- 
ests. he  is  engaged  by  a Pine  Bluff  firm  in  selling 
fertilizing  material  throughout  this  section.  Mr. 
Garison  takes  a great  interest  in  educational  mat 
ters.  and  has  given  his  children  the  advantages  of 
a good  schooling.  Two  of  his  children  are  now 
attending  school  at  Batesville. 

Peter  P.  Garison,  a progressive  and  successful 
agriculturist  of  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  is  a l'ork 
County,  South  Carolinian,  born  April  2.  1830.  but 
since  December,  I860,  has  been  a resident  - of 
Arkansas,  purchased,  in  1870,  160  acres  of- land, 
which  he  has  since  increased  to  360.  having  about 
125  acres  under  cultivation.  After  making  his 
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home  here  eight,  years  be  moved  to  Washington 
County.  Ark.,  to  educate  his  children,  but  returned 
to  his  farm  three  years  later,  and  here  has  since 
been  engaged  in  farming,  with  the  exception  of 
the  time  spent  in  the  army,  during  the  Rebellion. 
He  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service  in  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  becoming  a member  of  Company  E.  Sev- 
enteenth South  Carolina  Regiment  of  Infantry,  and 
in  October,  1864.  was  discharged  as  a private.  He 
was  a participant  in  many  hard  skirmishes,  but  the 
most  important  battle  in  which  he  took  part  was  ar 
Kingston,  N.  C.  He  was  the  sixth  in  a family  of 
eight  sons  and  two  daughters,  only  two  sons  now 
living,  and  in  his  native  State  of  South  Carolina, 
received  his  education  and  rearing.  He  was  there 
married  April  26,  1859,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Sturgis, 
who  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  July  10,  1838, 
and  by  her  became  the  father  of  four  sons  and  three 
daughters:  "William  A.,  Arthur  W.,  Maria  T.  (de- 
ceased). Frank  S..  Susan  E.,  Mary  P.  and  Isaac  W. 
Mr.  Garison  is  a Democrat,  has  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  of  his  township,  and  he  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church.  As  well  known  as  he 
is,  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  add  what  the  outcome 
of  his  many  years  of  residence  in  Bradley  County 
has  been,  suffice  it  to  say  that  he  is  prosperous,  hon- 
est and  honored.  His  father,  Arthur  Garison,  was 
born  in  York  County,  S.  C. . January  3.  1807,  and 
is  now  making  his  home  with  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  being  eighty -two  years  of  age.  but  yet 
fairly  hale  and  hearty.  He  was  married  in  his  na 
tive  State,  to  Miss  Maria  Bentley,  a native  of  Lan- 
caster County,  S.  C.,  born  in  1806,  who  died  in 
Bradley  County,  in  1874.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, J osina  Garison.  was  born  in  South  Carolina, 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  a soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812. 

James  Harvey  Gill,  farmer,  was  born  in  Union 
County,  Ark.,  August  9,  1851.  being  the  fourth 
child  born  to  James  X.  and  Elizabeth  Gill,  who 
removed  to  Arkansas  from  Alabama,  at  an  early  dav. 
becoming  in  time  the  parents  of  tive  children,  three 
of  whom  are  living:  Mary  J. . Ellen.  Arabella  E., 
James  H.  and  a child  that  died  in  infancy,  before 
being  named.  The  early  days  of  James  Harvey 
Gill  were  spent  in  the  county  of  his  birth,  and  there 
he  attended  the  common  schools,  but  owing  to  their 
inferiority,  he  obtained  a somewhat  limited  educa- 
tion. From  his  very  earliest  youth  he  has  applied 
himself  to  agricultural  pursuits,  but  since  he  at 
tamed  his  twenty-second  year  he  has  been  doing 
for  himself,  his  time  prior  to  that  being  given  to 
his  father.  He  is  now  the  proprietor  of  a finely 
improved  tract  of  laud,  comprising  120  acres,  and 
some  of  the  finest  crops  in  the  State  are  raised 
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on  the  sixty  acres  he  has  under  cultivation.  In  the 
year  1873  lie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lila 
Morsworthy,  the  fourth  child  born  to  Hingus  and 
Julia  Morsworthy,  who  were  residents  of  Union 
County,  Ark. , and  there  reared  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren. all  of  whom  are  deceased,  with  the  exception 
of  Mrs.  Gill.  She  is  the  mother  of  an  interesting 
family  of  six  children:  Julia  A.,  Lillie  X.,  John  B. , 
JamesH.,  Edwin  W.,  and  an  infant  (unnamed).  Mr. 
Gill  always  votes  the  Democratic  ticket  and  he  and 
wife  are  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  a leading 
member  of  one  of  Bradley  County's  subordinate 
Wheels.  He  is  a liberal  contributor  to  the  build 
ing  of  churches  and  school  houses,  and  is  ever  found 
ready  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  community 
in  which  he  resides. 

Samuel  W.  Godfrey,  is  another  example  of 
what  energy,  industry  and  perserverance  can  ac 
complish,  for,  possessing  and  applying  these  attri- 
butes in  the  right  direction,  he  has  become  a 
wealthy  man.  and  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  all 
the  details  of  farm  work.  He  was  born  in  Leake 
County,  Miss.,  on  November  25,  1844,  and  is  a son 
of  George  W.  and  Nancy  (Wallace)  Godfrey,  who 
were  born  in  South  Carolina  and  Ireland,.  Septem- 
ber 25,  1814,  and  October  10.  1814.  and  died  in 
Bradley  County,  Ark.,  April  30.  1859,  and  July 
17,  1866,  respectively.  They  were  married  in 
South  Carolina,  and  on  January  1,  1858,  landed  in 
Bradley  County,  Ark.,  where  Mr.  Godfrey  con- 
tinued to.  follow'  agricultural  pursuits.  Samuel 
W.  is  the  sixth  of  their  nine  children,  four  now 
living,  and  until  thirteen  years  of  age  resided  in  the 
State  cf  Mississippi,  and  such  educational  advan- 
tages as  he  received,  which  lasted  about  only  six 
months,  were  obtained  in  this  county.  He  made 
his  home  with  his  parents  until  their  respective 
deaths,  but  in  1862  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
service,  joining  Company  H,  Twentieth  Arkansas 
Reo-iment  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Corinth. 
Iuka,  Baker’s' Creek,  Big  Black.  Vicksburg,  be- 
sides many  skirmishes,  and  receiving  three  Hesh- 
wounds  during  his  service.  After  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  Bradley  County,  and  here  has  since  given 
his  attention  to  farming,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
an  estate  of  800  acres,  about  200  of  which  are 
under  cultivation.  Nearly  all  the  land  is  located 
on  the  Saline  River,  thirty- two  miles  south  of  the 
county  seat,  and  is  oue  of  the  finest  bodies  of  land 
in  the  county,  if  not  in  the  State.  Mr  Godfrey- 
erected  him  a handsome  and  commodious  residence 
in  1884,  and  in  his  house  the  post  office  of  Blanch 
ton  was  established  in  1882,  he  being  appointed 
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postmaster,  in  which  capacity  he  has  since  served. 
He  is  a Democrat,  casting  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Seymour,  and  has  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  of  Eagle  Township  for  twelve  years. 
He  was  made  a Mason  in  1S00,  and  is  now  a mem- 
ber of  Palestine  Lodge  No.  109,  and  lie  and  his 
present  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
In  IS7‘2  lie  wedded  Margaret  C.  Gillis,  who  was 
born  about  1854.  and  died  on  January  9,  1882, 
having  borne  a family  of  live  children,  only  one  of 
whom  survives,  Mollie  E.  Mr.  Godfrey  married 
his  present  wife  December  29.  1880,  she  being  a 
Miss  Eugenie  York,  who  was  born  September  1. 
1804,  a daughter  of  Nelson  B.  and  Louisa  J. 
(Watson)  York,  a sketch  of  whom  is  given  in  this 
work. 

John  Louis  Hairston  is  a native-born  resident 
of  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  and  here  from  his  earliest 
boyhood  his  time  and  attention  has  been  given  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  Although  still  a young  man 
he  owns  a good  farm  of  160  acres,  and  by  industry 
and  good  management  has  succeeded  in  putting 
fifty  acres  in  an  exceptionally  fine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  on  his  land  has  erected  a steam  cotton- 
gin  which  brings  him  in  a paying  yearly  income. 
He  is  the  eldest  child  born  to  William  L.  and 
Elizabeth  Hairston,’  who  were  natives  of  Mont- 
gomery, Ala  . and  moved  to  Arkansas  in  the  year 
1840,  and  settled  in  Bradley  County,  where  they 
reared  their  family,  but  his  opportunities  for  ac- 
quiring an  education  in  his  youth  were  limited, 
and  being  thrown  on  his  own  resources  for  obtain- 
ing a livelihood,  he  took  up  that  occupation  with 
which  he  had  always  been  familiar,  and  has  suc- 
ceeded as  above  stated.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
politics,  and  since  1888  has  served  his  township  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  Being  courteous  and  agree- 
able in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men.  and  an 
enterprising  and  honorable  man  of  business,  he  is 
universally  esteemed.  Elmira  Hickman,  the  eld- 
est child  born  to  W.  J.  and  Jane  Hickman,  who 
removed  from  Alabama  to  Arkansas  about  1845. 

| became  his  wife  on  October  8,  1871,  and  the  fol- 
lowing-named children  have  been  born  to  them: 
Elizabeth  C..  William  L..  Josias,  Hettie  J.  and 
Elona  E.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hairston  are  members  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  both  having  joined 
in  1879,  and  a daughter  is  also  connected  with  that 
church. 

John  Newton  Hamilton  is  an  agriculturist,  but 
resides  in  the  town  of  Warren.  Ark.  He  was  born 
in  Clark  County,  Ga.,  January  I'd.  1830.  and  is  a 
son  of  James  Hamilton,  who  was  born  in  Meri- 
wether County.  Ga..  in  1800,  and  died  there  in 
1872.  He  was  of  English-Irish  descent,  and  was 


married  in  his  native  State  to  Miss  Nancy  Parker, 
who  was  born  in  Georgia  in  1808,  and  died  about 
1870,  having  borne  a family  of  twelve  children  — six 
sous  and  six  daughters.  John  Newton  was  the  j 
third  in  order  of  birth,  and  is  the  only  one  now 
living.  Owing  to  his  father’s  early  poverty  he 
was  deprived  of  much  schooling,  which  he  would 
otherwise  have  received,  but  after  attaining  his 
majority  he  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
West,  and  in  1851  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  which 
State  has  continued  to  be  his  home.  Two  years 
after  his  arrival  he  entered  eighty  acres  of  land,  but 
is  now  the  owner  of  108  acres  adjoining  the  town  of 
Warren,  and  besides  is  the  owner  of  some  desirable 
town  property.  His  land  is  in  excellent  farming 
condition,  .and  is  well  adapted  to  raising  all  kinds 
of  grain,  as  well  as  cotton,  in  abundance.  He 
supports  all  feasible  enterprises  for  the  public 
weal,  and  possessing  sterling  business  principles 
he  commands  the  respect  of  all.  Although  for 
merly  a Whig  in  politics  he  is  now  a Democrat,  and 
his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Pierce.  He 
was  married  in  Bradley  County  in  1870.  to  Miss 
Margaret  A.  Belan,  who  was  born  here  December 
8,  1850,  and  their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  John 
L. , Virginia,  Laura  and  Verner.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hamilton  and  their  son  John  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Charles  C.  Herring  is  a proper  representative 
of  the  energetic  and  successful  young  business 
men  of  .Johnsville,  and  considering  the  fact  that 
he  began  life  for  himself  with  but  little  means,  his 
career  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  successful,  and 
he  seems  to  have  a natural  aptitude  for  the  busi- 
ness of  general  merchandising  to  which  he  is  now 
giving  his  attention.  He  was  born  in  Tiptou 
County,  Tenn.,  in  September,  1850.  and  is  a son 
of  William  Herring  and  Cordelia  (Gehen)  Herring 
who  were  born  in  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky, 
in  1820  and  1S27  respectively.  The  father  was 
taken  to  Tennessee  by  his  parents,  when  a child 
and  there  he  was  reared  and  married,  and  after- 
ward worked  at  the  mechanic's  trade,  but  died  at 
Swan  Lake,  Ark.,  in  1875,  still  survived  by  his 
widow,  who  makes  her  home  with  her  son  Charles 
C. . the  immediate  subject  of  this  biography.  Six 
of  their  nine  children  are  still  living,  of  whom 
Charles  is  the  eldest.  He  received  the  most  of  his 
rearing  in  Union  County,  Ark.,  whither  his  pat- 
ents emigrated  in  1851,  but  owing  to  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Rebellion,  his  school-days  were  cut 
short,  which  deficiency  he  has  since  remedied  by 
contact  with  business  life  and  by  reading.  In 
1872  he  became  an  employe  in  a mercantile  estab- 
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lishment  at  More  Bay,  Ark.,  acting  as  manager 
ami  book-keeper  after  1 SSI,  but  previous  to  that 
served  iu  the  capacity  of  clerk,  and  in  1888,  he 
determined  to  start  an  establishment  of  his  own 
and  did  so  at  Johnsville,  hi-  stock  being  valued  at 
about  $4,000.  His  store  is  well  appointed,  and  he 
is  receiving  a liberal  share  of  public  favor.  He 
has  “220  acres  of  his  500  acre  farm  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  he  and  his  mother  make  their  home  to- 
gether. He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  has  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  socially  is  a member 
of  the  K.  of  H.  and  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having 
joined  the  latter  organization  in  1876. 

W.  J.  Hickman,  probate  and  county  judge. 
AN’  arren,  Ark.  Judge  Hickman  is  numbered  among 
the  influential  and  esteemed  residents  of  War 
ren.  and  justly  so,  for  all  will  admit  that  he  is  a 
man  who  can  be  depended  upon;  one  who  en- 
deavors to  do  his  duty  in  every  walk  of  life,  at- 
tending to  his  affairs  in  a manner  not  calculated  to 
attract  unusual  attention,  but  with  a persistency 
i and  attentiveness  that  has  redounded  largely  to  his 
success,  both  officially  and  personally.  He  was 
born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ala.,  on  April  14. 
1830,  and  is  a son  of  John  L.  and  Betsey  (AleDade) 
Hickman,  the  father  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
and  the  mother  of  Alabama.  They  were  married 
in  the  last  named  State,  and  in  1841  they  emi- 
grated to  Arkansas,  coming  through  in  wagons, 
and  locating  within  one  mile  of  Warren.  The 
father  bought  160  acres  of  land,  all  in  the  woods, 
and  on  this  erected  a little  log  cabin,  with  clap- 
board roof  and  puncheon  floor,  in  which  he  lived 
for  a number  of  years.  He  owned  several  farms 
during  his  time,  and  did  a vast  amount  of  improv- 
ing. He  cultivated  the  land  where  W arren  now 
stands,  and  the  place  was  covered  with  corn  in 
1842,  when  the  county  seat  was  located  there. 
He  delighted  in  hunting,  and  would  often  stand  in 
his  cabin  door  and  bring  down  a deer  with  his 
trusty  rifle.  He  was  never  an  aspirant  for  office, 
but  was  elected  and  tilled  the  office  of  eorener  for 
some  time.  He  died  in  1879.  and  his  wife  in. 1851. 
They  had  a family  of  fourteen  children,  all  de- 
ceased but  four:  Caroline  (wife  of  Anderson 

Lewis),  William  J.,  Anna  B.  (wife  of  A.  B. 
Reeves),  and  Rebecca  (wife  of  John  F.  Hurston). 
The  father  was  in  the  War  of  1812,  drew  a pen- 
sion for  his  services,  and  was  ninety  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  Judge  W.  J.  Hickman 
was  but  eleven  years  of  age  when  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Arkansas,  and  in  this  State  he  re- 
ceived a limited  education.  He  was  early  taught 
the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  it  was  but  natural,  per- 
haps; that  he  should  choose  agricultural  pursuits 


as  his  chief  calliug.  In  1862  he  shouldered  his 
musket,  and  enlisted  in  Companv  C,  Hardv’s  regi 
ment.  and  served  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  be- 
ing discharged  at  Marshall.  Tex.,  in  1865.  He 
held  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  After  returning 
home  he  remained  on  the  farm  until  November, 
1888,  when  he  moved  to  Warren,  and  in  September 
of  the  same  year  was  elected  to  his  present  office. 
He  also  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
twenty-six  years.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  16b 
acres  of  good  land,  and  has  sixty  acres  under  cul- 
tivation. He  divided  considerable  property  among 
his  children.  Aside  from  this,  he  is  the  owner  of 
some  town  property.  His  marriage  took  place  in 
1852.  to  Miss  Jane  Wardlow.  by  whom  he  has 
eight  children:  Elmira  (wife  of  John  L.  Hurston), 
Frank  M.  (married  Miss  Frances  Osment).  Lewis 
(married  to  Miss  Alice  Richards),  Nancy  (wife  of 
H.  L.  Callaway).  William  (married  to  Miss  Texas 
Richards),  John  (married  to  Miss  Alice  Merritt), 
Edward  and  Mary.  The  Judge  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

John  C.  R.  Howard.  Of  Granville  County,  N. 
C..  nativity,  Mr.  Howard  from  the  date  of  his  birth. 
March  18.  1831,  has  resided  either  in  his  native 
State  or  in  Bradley  County.  Ark.  His  youth  and 
early  manhood,  however,  were  passed  in  the  State 
of  his  birth,  and  there  he  attended  the  common 
schools,  which  favored  him  with  a good  practical 
education.  His  father,  Thomas  Howard,  was  also 
born  in  Granville  County,  and  married  after  grow- 
ing up,  Miss  Rachel  Gooch,  and  their  deaths  oc 
curred  in  their  native  State,  in  1839  and  1857, 
respectively.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  he  and  wife  became 
the  parents  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  only 
John  C.  R.  and  his  sister.  Nancy,  beiug  now  ali\e. 
The  paternal  grandfather.  Allan  Howard,  was  born, 
and  died  in  Granville  County.  N.  C.  The  maternal 
grandfather.  Daniel  Gooch,  was  of  English  de- 
scent. John  C.  R.  Howard  was  married  in  his 
native  State,  in  1853.  to  Miss  Rebecca  Gordon, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Granville  County,  in  1835, 
she  being  a daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  Gor 
don,  also  of  that  county.  The  father--  death  oc- 
curring there  in  1858,  and  the  mother’s  in  Bradley 
County.  Ark.,  in  October  1871.  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Howard  have  had  three  children  born  to  them: 
Rachel  P.  G.  (wife  of  T.  A.  Berry,  a farmer  of 
Bradley  County).  William  T.  (who  makes  his  home 
with  his  parents)  and  Samuel  L.  (also  at  home). 
Air.  Howard  emigrated  from  North  Carolina  to 
where  lie  now  lives,  and  entered  120  acres  of  land 
on  which  lie  is  residing,  but  he  is  now  the  owner 
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of  280  acres,  with  about  seventy  live  under  the  plow. 


His  property  is  well  improved  with  good  buildings, 
fences,  etc.,  and  in  connection  with  li is  farm  work 
he  gives  considerable  attention  to  raising  blooded 
horses  and  cattle,  some  of  his  stock  being  the 
finest  in  the  county,  and  always  takes  the  premium 
at  the  county  fairs.  He  is  a worthy  citizen  in 
every  respect,  and  is  one  of  Bradley  County’s  most 
influential  and  progressive  farmers.  Although  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  he  was  formerly  a Whig,  and 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Zachary  Taylor. 
He  is  a Master  Mason,  having  become  a member  of 
that  lodge  in  1867,  and  during  the  war,  being  a 
Southern  sympathizer,  lie  joined  the  Confederate  j 
army  and  served  the  cause  he  espoused  faithfully 
for  two  years,  when  he  was  taken  sick  and  was  not 
on  duty  but  very  little  afterward. 

Hon.  Charles  Leonidas  Hoyle,  a prominent  resi 
dent  of  Bradley  County.  Ark. . was  born  in  Catawba 
County,  N.  C.,  April  19,  1850,  and  is  a son  of 
Humphrey  and  Elizabeth  (Dickson)  Hoyle,  who 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  North  Carolina, 
the  last  event  taking  place  in  the  year  1S44.  To 
them  a family  of  thirteen  children  have  been  born, 
whose  names  are  here  given:  Jane  E. . Martha  A., 
Abel  T. , Charles  L.,  Henry  D.,  Millard  F.,  Frank, 
William  D.,  James  E.,  Ludia  C.,  Ellen  L.,  Robert 
L.  and  Ollie  W.  The  family  trace  their  ancestry 
back  to  Adam  Hoyle,  a descendant  of  a family  of 
that  name,  which  had  resided  for  several  genera- 
tions at  Weisbaden,  Germany.  Adam  was  born 
in  1678,  and  married  Nancy  Leister  on  the  Rhine 
River,  in  1 <01.  His  son  Peter  married  Catherine 
Dales,  in  1 <36.  and  in  1741  emigrated  to  the  New 
World,  and  established  a home  for  himself  aud 
family  in  Maryland,  moving  thence  to  Lincoln 
County,  N.  C..  in  1744.  where  they  resided  until 
their  respective  deaths.  Their  second  son.  John 
Hoyle,  was  boru  in  Nassau.  Germany,  in  1740.  and 
in  1763  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Castuer,  a 
native  of  Mecklenburg  County,  N.  C.,  to  which 
union  were  born  thirteen  children,  Jacob  Hoyle 
being  their  third  son.  His  birth  occurred  in  Lin- 
coln County,  in  1779,  and  about  the  year  1800,  he 
espoused  Miss  Catherine  Summay,  to  whom  a 
family  of  six  children  was  born,  Humphrey  H. 
being  among  the  number,  hi-,  birth  occurring  in 
I818.he  being  their  youngest  child.  During  the 
Revolutionary  period,  many  of  the  members  of  this 
family  figured  conspicuously  in  the  various  con- 
ventions that  met.  and  were  members  of  the  con- 
vention that  met  at  Charlotte.  N.  C..  at  the  time  it 
declared  itself  freeof  British  rule  in  1775.  Charles 
Leonidas  Hoyle,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 


county,  and  having  a desire  to  study  medicine,  he 
entered  the  Southern  University  of  Alabama,  and 
was  graduated  from  tins  institution  in  1874,  and 
practiced  his  profession  one  year  at  Van  Dorn.  Ala. 
He  then  came  to  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  and  has  as 
tine  a farm  as  there  is  in  the  county,  which  he  has 
cultivated  very  successfully.  He  is  a Democrat 
in  his  political  views,  and  on  that  ticket  was  elected 
to  represent  Bradley  County,  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, during  the  session  of  1887.  In  1877  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Howell  Tindall,  a native  of  Brad- 
ley County,  Ark.,  his  family  consisting  of  three 
children:  Charley  T\,  Metaphor  S.  and  Robert  L. 
Mr.  Hoyle  and  his  worthy  wife  belong  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  he  is  a 
very  liberal  contributor  to  all  worthy  enterprises. 

David  A.  Jackson,  51.  D.  The  calling  of  the 
physician,  when  properly  conducted,  is  the  noblest 
to  which  a man  can  devote  his  life,  and  it  is  but 
stating  the  simple  facts  when  we  say  that  Dr. 
Jackson  has  made  good  use  of  his  knowledge  of 
medical  lore,  and  has  been  the  means  of  bestowing 
health,  and  consequently  happiness,  on  many  of 
his  patients.  He  was  born  in  Y'ork  County.  S. 
C.,  June  30,  1851,  and  is  a son  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  who  was  born  in  the  same  county,  his  birth 
occurring  March  13,  1832,  and  died  therein  1887, 
having  been  a farmer  throughout  life.  He  was 
married,  in  South  Carolina,  to  Miss  Mary  Jane 
Campbell,  who  was  born  in  York  County,  in  1834, 
and  died  of  typhoid  fever  in  her  native  State  in 
September,  1885.  Of  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters born  to  them  two  sons  and  three  daughters 
are  living,  Dr.  David  A.  Jackson  being  the  eldest 
of  the  family,  xbfter  obtaining  a common-school 
education,  he  entered  the  Medical  Department 
of  Tulare  University  of  Louisiana,  and  was 
graduated  as  an  M.  D.  from  this  institution  in 
1877,  and  the  same  year  began  practicing  his  pro- 
fession where  he  now  lives,  tliis  county  having  been 
his  home  ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  the  time, 
from  1879  to  1883.  when  he  was  in  Calhoun 
County.  He  is  a well-known  and  successful 
practitioner  of  the  county,  and  commands  the  con- 
fidence of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 
Politically,  he  is  a Democrat,  and  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  was  cast  for  Horace  Greeley.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  David  Jackson,  was  born  in 
South  Carolina  and  spent  his  life  in  that  State. 

James  Jolly,  liveryman,  Warren,  Ark.  Mr. 
Jolly  is  proprietor  of  the  well  known  livery  firm 
of  Meek  A Jolly,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men,  of  Warren.  His  stable,  from  the 
large  business  it  does,  not  only  exemplifies  the  im- 
portance of  the  town,  but  reflects  credit  on  its 


c 

,r 


T- 


■ 


■ 

- 

■ 

_ 


. 

_ 

' 


BRADLEY  COUNTY. 


701 


management.  Mr.  Jolly  was  born  in  Lancaster- 
sbire,  England,  on  October  22,  1S42,  and  is  the 
son  of  Edward  and  Ann  (Johnson)  Jolly,  natives 
of  England  where  the  mother  received  her  final 
summons.  The  father  still  resides  there,  and  is  a 
mechanic  by  trade.  James  Jolly  attained  his 
growth  and  secured  his  education  in  England, 
and  at  an  early  age  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
baker’s  trade.  After  finishing  his  apprenticeship, 
he  followed  the  trade  until  coming  to  the  United 
j States,  iu  1805.  On  December  1.  of  that  year, 
he  took  passage  at  Liverpool  on  the  steamship 
“Kangaroo”  and  landed  in  New  Y’ork.  From 
there  he  went  to  New  Orleans  and  in  February, 
1800.  he  arrived  in  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  where 
he  hired  out  on  a farm  and  was  engaged  iu  tilling 
the  soil  until  1SS7,  when  he  embarked  in  his 
present  business,  at  which  he  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful. He  is  a dealer  in  stock  of  all  kinds,  and 
has  buggies,  wagons  and  feed.  He  and  Mr.  Meek 
have  a good  livery  stock,  and  are  enterprising  busi- 
ness men.  Mr.  Jolly  was  married,  in  October.  1870, 
to  Mrs.  Susau  E.  (Moseley)  Ray,  by  whom  he  has 
two  living  children:  James  E.  and  Sarah  E.  Ylr. 
i Jolly  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.  and  was  mar 
shal  of  the  city  for  one  year.  His  parents  had  eleven 
children,  ten  of  whom  are  now  living:  Alice  (wife 
of  Robert  Moreland,  of  Liverpool,  England) 
i Sarah  (Liverpool,  England),  James,  John  (Eng- 
land), 'William  (of  Liverpool.  England),  Agnes 
(wife  of  Henry  Walpool,  of  Liverpool,  England), 
Ellen  (of  the  same  place),  Ann  (wife  of  Air.  More- 
land, of  Liverpool,  England).  Edward  (Pine  Bluff, 
j Ark.),  and  Phcebe  (of  England).  The  one  de- 
ceased was  named  William.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jolly 
are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Maj.  A.  C.  Jones,  attorney  at  law,  Warren, 
Ark.  Maj.  Jones  is  one  of  those  men.  too  few  in 
number,  who  fully  recognize  the  truth  so  often 
urged  by  the  sages  of  the  law,  that,  of  all  men, 
the  reading  and  thought  of  a lawyer  should  be  the 
most  extended.  Systematic  reading  gives  a more 
comprehensive  grasp  to  the  mind,  variety  and  rich- 
ness to  thought,  and  a clearer  perception  of  the 
motives  of  men  arid  the  principles  of  things,  and 
indeed  of  the  spirit  of  the  laws.  This  he  has 
found  most  essential  in  the  prosecution  of  his  pro- 
fessional practice.  He  was  originally  from  Char 
lotte  County,  Ya. . born  January  2d,  1826.  and  is  a 
son  of  James  B.  and  Elizabeth  G.  Jones,  natives 
of  Halifax  County,  Ya. , and  of  English  extraction. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Jones,  served 
through  the  Revolutionary  W ar.  He  was  a farmer 
by  pursuit,  and  died  in  Yirginia  at  a ripe  old  age. 
The  grandmother  was  ninety-six  years  of  age  at 


the  time  of  her  death,  which  was  caused  by  a horse 
throwing  her.  She  had  a remarkable  set  of  teeth, 
every  one  being  sound  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
James  B.  Jones  was  the  eldest  of  three  sons,  and 
was  reared  in  his  native  State,  where  he  also  mar- 
ried and  reared  a family.  In  the  fall  of  1836  he 
emigrated  to  West  Tennessee,  settled  in  Carroll 
County  and  died  of  typhoid  fever  when  in  his 
tifty-fourth  year.  He  was  a very  successful  agri- 
culturist and  a first-class  manager.  He  was  a 
large  slave-owner,  and  although  starting  life  a 
poor  man,  he  became  very  independent.  He  was 
a soldier  under  Gen.  Jackson  in  the  War  of  1812. 
The  mother  also  died  in  Tennessee.'  They  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children— nine  sons  and  two 
daugliters-^six  now  living:  Legrand  M.  (an  emi- 

nent lawyer  of  Trenton,  Tenn  , a man  of  great 
talent  and  one  of  that  State’s  great  students:  he 
was  a major  in  the  Mexican  War  under  Haskell).' 
Moses  A.  (resides  in  Carroll  County,  Tenn.),  Maj. 
A.  C. , Dr.  Isaac  W.  (an  eminent  physician  of 
Madison  County,  Tenn.'),  James  D.  (at  Union  City, 
Tenn.  ),  Elizabeth  A.  (wife  of  Thomas  K.  Brower). 
Abner  AY.  C.  (was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Murfrees- 
boro), Phillip  D.  (billed  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh). 
Alary  T.  (deceased),  Rev.  Silas  P.  (was  a distin- 
guished Baptist  minister,  a noted  evangelist  and  a 
man  of  remarkable  piety),  and  Dr.  Paul  S.  (an 
eminent  M.  D. ).  Maj.  A.  C.  Jones  remained  on 
his  father’s  plantation  until  grown,  then  began 
reading  law.  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Ten- 
nessee in.  1852.  On  December  27,  1853.  he  came 
to  AVarren,  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1854,  and  located  at  this  place,  where 
he  has  resided  for  over  thirty -six  years,  engaged 
actively  iu  the  practice  of  his  profession.  This  he 
still  continues  with  signal  success,  and  is  justly 
acknowledged  to  stand  at  the  head  of  the  bar  in 
AVarren,  as  well  as  occupying  a prominent  place 
among  his  legal  brethren  of  the  State.  He  has 
held  a number  of  offices,  was  provost  marshal  and 
was  in  the  commissary  department  during  the  war. 
He  has  also  been  a member  of  the  Legislature. 
He  was  married,  June  10,  1856,  to  Airs.  D.  C. 
AVells,  formerly  Aliss  D.  C.  Gannaway,  and  to  them 
were  born  seven  children,  two  of  whom.  Alary 
E.  B.  and  James  C.,  died  in  infancy,  and  live  are 
living:  Kate  (wife  of  J.  D.  Dunn,  of  Fordyce). 

Grace  (wife  of  Dr.  J A.  Bond,  of  AVarren),  Eula 
(wife  of  Thomas  S.  Aleck,  of  Nashville,  Term.). 
Leah  (at  home)  and  Abraham  C.,  Jr.  (lawyer  at 
Little  Rock).  The  major  is  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  Bradley  County,  and  always  extends  a help- 
ing hand  to  all  laudable  public  enterprises,  and  has 
been  a leading  politician  of  his  county  many  years. 
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Peter  Moseley  (deceased).  In  September,  1887. 
when  in  bis  seventy -seventh  year,  Peter  Moseley, 
for  many  years  intimately  associated  with  the 
county’s  interests,  died  at  his  home  in  Bradley 
County,  Ark.,  and  in  his  death  the  county  keenly 
felt  the  loss  of  one  of  her  pioneer  citizens,  a man 
who  had  taken  part  in  and  witnessed  its  growth, 
and  development  from  a primitive  condition.  He 
was  born  in  Georgia,  in  1810,  and  was  partially 
reared,  and  educated  in  that  State.  His  parents 
were,  Elijah  and  Susannah  (Hubbard)  Moseley, 
and  his  father  was  a Primitive  Baptist  preacher, 
having  followed  his  ministerial  duties  the  princi- 
pal part  of  his  life.  Both  father  and  mother  died 
in  Alabama.  The  father  was  a soldier  in  the  War 
of  1 S 1 2.  Peter  Moseley  moved  to  Alabama,  and 
was  married  in  Autauga  County,  in  1826,  after 
which  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  locating  on  a farm  in 
Bradley  County.  He  bought  a tract  of.  land, 
entered  some  which  was  unimproved,  and  then 
erected  a little  log  house  with  two  rooms,  in  which  he 
lived  for  two  years.  He  then  erected  a more  commo- 
dious structure,  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
was  in  ordinary  circumstances  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  The  mother  died  many  years  previous.  The 
father  was  married  twice,  and  to  his  first  union 
were  born  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  living: 
Mrs.  James  Bradley,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Kemp,  Mrs. 
Susan  Jolly,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Parrott  and  John.  To 
his  second  marriage  were  born  six  children:  David, 
Joseph,  Marion,  Egbert,  Anna  and  Blanche.  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Kemp  is  the  second  eldest  child  of  the  first 
marriage.  She  was  born  in  Alabama,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1829,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Arkansas, 
in  February,  ISIS.  She  was  married  first  in  1S55, 
to  Mr.  J.  C.  Clary,  by  whom  she  had  five  children, 
two  living:  Laura  E.  and  Julius  C.  Mr.  Clary 
died  in  1864.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
His  widow  was  again  married  in  1870,  to  M.  H. 
Kemp,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  who  came  to  Ar- 
kansas. in  1849.  He  was  a farmer  and  also  a sur- 
veyor. His  death  occurred  in  1887.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  a man  uni 
versally  respected.  Socially  he  was  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  Mrs.  Kemp  has  been 
keeping  hotel  for  about  twenty  years,  and  keeps  a 
first-class  house.  She  is  a thoroughly  business- 
like lady,  and  has  other  accomplishments  which 
are  reflected  in  her  success.  Her  table  is  always 
supplied  with  what  the  market  affords,  and  no 
better  table  can  be  found  in  Southern  Arkansas. 
She  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Daniel  \V.  McClain  is  the  owner  of  an  estate 
comprising  901  acres,  with  200  acres  under  fence. 


and  in  addition  to  looking  after  his  farm  is  en- 
gaged in  ginning  cotton  for  his  neighbors,  his  fine 
steam  cotton-gin  being  erected  in  1887  at  a cost  of 
§1,200,  it  having  a capacity  of  about  six  bales  per 
day  and  thirty  per  week.  Mr.  McClain  was  born 
in  York  County,  S.  C.,  May  81.  1850,  his  father. 
A.  D.  McClain,  having  also  been  born  there  in 
1814,  and  so  was  his  mother,  Margaret  Muskellv. 
in  1815.  A.  D.  McClain  was  a mechanic  and 
wheelwright  by  trade,  but  died  in  1882,  from  the 
effects  of  a wound  caused  by  a grapeshot  at  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg.  His  wife  passed  from  life 
in  1876.  in  Yorkville,  S.  C..  having  borne  a fam 
ily  of  five  children — four  sons  and  one  daughter — 
two  sons  and  a daughter  now  living.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Obe  McClain,  was  born  in  Scot- 
land. Daniel  W.  McClain  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  State,  and  after  remaining  with 
his  parents  until  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
came  to  Bradley  County,  which  place  has  since 
been  his  home.  In  1872  he  married  Miss  Mary  Per 
rill,  a native  of  the  same  county  and  State  as  him- 
self. but  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  her  death 
in  1884,  she  having  borne  him  five  sons  and  a 
daughter:  Alemoth,  Pinkney  M. , Margaret,  Ed- 
ward, Baxter  and  Johu.  In  December,  1884,  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Martin,  who  was  born  in  Mis- 
sissippi, but  was  reared  in  Bradley  County,  Ark., 
and  of  two  children  born  to  them  only  one  is 
now  living,  Gus  M.  Mr.  McClain  is  a Democrat, 
casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Greeley,  and 
his  first  as  well  as  his  present  wife  was  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

John  Diarmied  McLeod  was  born  in  Cumber- 
land County,  N.  C.,  December  1,  1858,  and  since 
the  year  1878  has  been  fighting  the  battle  of  life 
for  himself,  and  in  his  operations  has  been  very 
successful,  being  now  the  owner  of  200  acres  of 
land,  of  which  fifty-five  are  in  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation.  His  early  schooling  was  received  in 
Bradley  County,  but  was  of  a rather  limited  de- 
scription, as  he  was  compelled  to  assist  his  parents 
on  the  home  farm,  and  good  schools  were  also  very 
few  and  far  between.  He  has  become  well  versed  in 
the  business  affairs  of  life,  and  is  an  intelligent  and 
well-posted  man  on  all  public  matters,  and  in  his 
political  views  a strict  Democrat.  He  says  that  if 
be  could  not  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  lie  would 
not  vote  at  all.  He  is  a patron  of  all  feasible  en- 
terprises, and  has  filled  the  office  of  constable  of 
Clay  Township,  to  which  position  he  was  elected 
in  1882.  His  marriage  with  Miss  Mollie  Wall  was 
consummated  February  28.  1882,  she  being  a 
daughter  of  Washington  (who  died  in  service  in  the 
Civil  War)  and  Eveline  Wall,  and  bv  her  lie  has 
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an  interesting  little  family  of  three  children  : .Sam- 
uel \\\,  Rora  B.  and  Jesse  M.  He  is  a son  of 
Malcom  McLeod,  a native  of  Cumberland  County, 
N.  C.,  who  moved  to  Bradley  County.  Ark.,  in  De- 
cember, l Su'd,  and  is  there  residing  still  He  was 
a soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  himself  and  wife  be- 
came the  parents  of  eight  children:  John  D..  Dan 
iel  W. , Angus  A.,  A illiam  F.,  Norman,  Nancy  R., 
Walter  L.  B.  and  Robert  C.,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, with  the  exception  of  W illiam  F. 

William  Wallace  Maroney.  It  is  a well-known 
fact  that  industry,  perseverance  and  energy,  when 
intelligently  applied,  will  achieve  almost  any  re- 
sult, and  Mr.  Maroney  is  an  example  of  what  can 
be  accomplished  when  the  sprit  of  determination 
is  exercised  in  connection  with  the  every-day  af 
fairs  of  life.  He  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Ala. , 
November  22,  1849,  but  was  reared  principally  in 
Bradley  County,  Ark.,  whither  his  father,  John 
W.  Maroney,  moved  in  i860,  but  owing  to  the 
opening  of  the  war  about  that  time  he  received 
very  limited  educational  advantages,  but  these  he 
did  not  fail  to  improve.  He  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  has 
succeeded  well  in  acquiring  property,  being  now 
the  owner  of  242  acres  of  land,  of  which  100 
acres  are  under  cultivation,  yielding  him  large 
crops  annually.  He  is  a Democrat,  a public- 
spirited  citizen,  ami  any  feasible  enterprise  re- 
ceives his  hearty  support,  both  morally  and  finan- 
cially, and  he  commands  the  universal  esteem  of 
the  community  in  which  he  resides.  He  was  joined 
in  marriage  to  Miss  C.  E.  Childs,  a daughter  of 
C.  C.  Childs,  an  old  and  respected  citizen  of  Brad- 
ley County,  in  1 881.  and  the  following  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Hattie  A..  Ella  L. . Christopher 
C.  and  W illiam  H. , two  of  these  children  being 
deceased.  Mr.  Maroney’ s father  and  mother  were 
! born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y. , and  South  Carolina, 
respectively,  and  the  former’s  death  occurred  in 
Bradley  County,  Ark.,  August  JO,  1886. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Martin,  merchant,  Warren,  Ark.  Dr. 
Martin  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Bradley  County, 
and  during  his  eventful  life  has  probably  experi- 
enced more  hardships  than  any  other  man  in  the 
county.  He  was  born  in  Harrison  County.  Va.. 
on  June  8.  1819,  and  was  the  son  of  James  and 
Edith  (Wilson)  Martin,  natives  of  the  Old  Domin 
ion, •where  they  passed  their  entire  lives.  The 
father  was  of  English  descent,  and  a farmer  In- 
occupation. They  reared  a family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren to  maturity,  and  six  are  now  living.  Both 
grandfathers  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  James  Martin  had  in  his  possession  a 
pair  of  forceps  which  his  father  used  in  pulling 
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the  teeth  of  the  soldiers  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Dr.  J.  W.  Martin  is  the  eldest  living  child 
born  to  his  parents.  He  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  State,  remained  on  the  farm  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  subsequently 
began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Clark,  of 
Parkersburgh,  Ya.  In  1844  he  emigrated  to 
Arkansas,  came  down  the  river  to  Lake  Providence, 
thence  on  horseback  to  his  designation.  He  lo- 
cated at  Warren,  the  territory  then  consisting  of 
Drew,  Ashley,  Cleveland  and  Calhoun  Counties, 
and  in  the  winter  of  1 N4b  he  took  a course  of  lect- 
ures in  medicine  at  New  Orleans.  He  began 
practicing  in  Warren  in  1846,  and  continued  at 
this  until  1S68.  when  he  embarked  in  the  mercan- 
tile business,  which  he  has  since  carried  on.  Din- 
ing the  four  years  of  the  war  his  practice  was  all 
charity,  and  he  was  obliged  to  turn  his  attention 
to  his  present  business.  The  firm  is  now  Martin 
& Goodwin.  The  Doctor  has  been  a citizen  of 
Bradley  County  for  over  forty-live  years,  and 
although  he  has  been  through  a great  deal  of  ex- 
posure, etc.,  he  has  lost  but  few  days’  business  on 
account  of  sickness.  He  is  the  owner  of  consid- 
erable real  estate,  and  is  a wide-awake  business 
man.  He  was  married,  in  1849.  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Franklin,  by  whom  he  has  had  twelve  children, 
eight  now  living:  Columbia.  Edgar.  Charles.  Al- 

o n c-5 

fred.  Anatolia.  Benjamin,  Edith  and  Willis.  The 
Doctor  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church 

J.  R.  • S.  Meek,  retired,  Warren,  Ark.  This 
much -respected  and  honored  citizen  -was  born  in 
Yrork  County,  S.  C.,  on  September  13,  1S27,  and 
is  the  sou  of  Eli  Meek,  and  grandson  of  James 
Meek,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution,  lived 
near  King's  Mountain,  and  participated  in  that 
battle.  He  died  in  South  Carolina,  as  did  also 
the  grandmother.  The  paternal  great-grandfather 
was  a native  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  Eli  Meek  was 
a native  of  South  Carolina  and  many  years  after 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Starr,  a native  also  of 
South  Carolina,  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  and  set 
tied  twenty -live  miles  south  of  Warren  on  a farm. 
There  his  death  occurred  in  1S66.  The  mother 
died  in  1862.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  only  one  now  living:  J.  R.  S.. 
Marion  (was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chiekamauga). 
Edward  S.  (killed  at  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  and  held 
the  command  of  lieutenant,  captain  and  major),  and 
Amzi  (killed  at  Franklin,  Term.,  in  the  latter  pari 
of  1864).  J.  R.  S.  Meek  was  reared  and  educated 
in  South  Carolina,  and  in  1860  he  came  to  Arkan- 
sas. traveling  through  in  wagons, .and  locating  in 
Bradley  County,  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  father. 
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In  1S62  bn  enlisted  in  Company  I.  Second  Arkau- 
j sas  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  surrender,  after 
which  lie  returned  home  and  resumed  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil.  This  he  continued  until  1870 
when  he  moved  to  Johnsonville,  and  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business  carrying  on  the  same  until 
1 ,888,  a period  of  eighteen  years.  He  then  removed 
to  Warren,  where  he  has  since  been  practically  re- 
tired. He  was  married  in  1855,  to  Miss  Martha 
I Caldwell,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  fruits 
of  this  union  were  nine  children,  five  now  living: 
Samuel  B.  (a  merchant  of  Warren),  Sallie.  Susan, 
Nannie  and  Rufus.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meek  are  mem- 
j bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  univer- 
sally respected. 

James  Franklin  Neely  is  a substantial  farmer 
of  Moro  Township,  and  resides  nine  miles  west  of 
W arren,  which  place  has  been  his  home  since 
1859.  He  was  born  in  York  County,  S.  C. , June 
20,  1830.  and  is  the  seventh  of  eight  children  born 
to  William  and  Cynthia  (Sturgis)  Neely,  who  were 
born  in  the  Palmetto  State  on  June  15,  1795,  and 
June  3.  1800,  respectively,  and  were  there  reared 
and  married.  The  father  died  in  his  native  State 
February  12,  1838,  and  in  1859  his  widow,  in 
company  with  three  sons  and  two  daughters  came 
to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  here  the  mother  died 
at  the  home  of  her  son.  James  F.,  in  1886.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  David  Neely,  was  born  in 
Ireland,  and  there  spent  his  life.  James  Franklin 
Neely  was  reared  in  South  Carolina,  and  there  re- 
ceived a fair  education  in  the  schools  near  his  home. 
Fpon  coming  to  Arkansas  his  mother  entered  land, 
and  with  the  help  of  her  sons  became,  in  time, 
the  owner  of  960  acres  of  tine  land,  which  is  now  oc 
copied  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  two 
sisters:  Elizabeth  and  Mary  Jane.  They  have 
fifty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  on  their  farm  in 
1870  they  erected  a good  cotton-gin  which  brings 
them  in  a fair  annual  income,  as  they  do  much  of 
the  ginning  for  their  immediate  neighbors.  He 
is  an  enterprising  and  intelligent  agriculturist,  and 
so  far  has  made  life  a decided  success.  Socially 
he  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P , Hampton  Lodge,  and 
during  the  years  1.887  and  1888  he  held  the  office 
of  county  sheriff,  and  was  a brave  and  faithful 
officer  in  the  discharge  of  all  his  duties. 

J.  W.  Pierce,  planter  and  stock  raiser.  Warren, 
Ark.  Bradley  County  is  acknowledged  by  all  to 
be  one  of  the  best  agricultural  regions  of  the  State, 
and  as  such  its  citizens  are  men  of  advanced  ideas 
and  considerable  prominence.  A worthy  man 
among  this  class  is  found  in  the  person  of  J.  W. 
Pierce.  He  was,  originally  from  York  County.  S. 

I C.,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  March  26.  1841. 


and  is  the  son  of  James  T.  and  Mary  B.  (Garrison) 
Pierce,  natives  also  of  York  County,  S.  C.  There 
were  but  two  children  born  to  this  union:  J.  IV., 
and  Mary  (wife  of  W.  T.  Barry,  of  Bradley  County. 
Ark.).  The  father  died  in  his  native  county  in  1842. 
J.  W.  Pierce  was  reared  in  York  County,  and  was 
favored  with  such  educational  advantages  as  the 
district  schools  afforded.  On  April  13,  1861.  he 
enlisted  in  Company  B,  Fifth  South  Carolina  In- 
fantry, and  served  until  the  surrender  at  Appomat- 
tox. He  was  wounded  in  the  right  arm  by  sharp- 
shooters near  Richmond.  After  the  surrender  he 
returned  home  and  in  the  fall  of  1870.  he  with  his 
mother  came  to  Arkansas,  and  located  in  Bradley 
County,  nine  miles  south  of  W arren,  where  he  yet 
resides.  -He  purchased  300  acres  of  raw  land,  be- 
gan making  improvements,  and  now  has  130  acres 
under  cultivation,  and  has  good  buildings  and  all 
modern  improvements.  He  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial farmers  of  Bradley  County,  who  by  his  system- 
atic and  careful,  thorough  manner  of  work  has 
attained  to  a success  justly  deserved.  He  uses 
fertilizers,  and  never  fails  on  a crop.  Aside  from 
his  farming  interest  he  is  also  considerably  inter- 
ested in  the  raising  of  stock.  He  was  married 
in  1865  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Miller,  who  bore  him  nine 
children:  Nettie  E. , James  M. , Mary  J..  Julia  E. 
W.,  Anna  B. , William  IF.  Maggie  J..  Freddie  and 
Joseph.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce  are  members  of  the 
Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, and  in  his 
political  views  Mr.  Pierce  affiliates  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  He  has  been  school  director  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  is  interested  in  educational 
matters.  He  has  a steam  cotton-gin  and  gri-t- 
mill,  with  which  he  does  a good  business,  and  he 
has  taken  premiums  with  cotton  at  nearly  all  the 
fairs  for  several  years.  He  is  doing  all  he  can  to 
assist  in  developing  his  section. 

Rev.  T.  I.  Pirtle.  One  has  most  appropriately 
written: 

Our  grandsires  passed,  a brave,  determined  band. 
Driven  by  hard  fate— as  men  were  driven  of  old, 
Whose  story  hath  been  told  in  lofty  epic  strain — 

To  plant  with  toil  and  pain. 

Upon  a distant  shore,  and  in  a strange,  wild  land. 

A new  and  glorious  State. 

Among  those  who  possessed  the  hardihood  to 
brave  the  perils,  dangers  and  hardships  of  life  in  a 
new  and  wild  country,  was  the  sire  of  our  subject. 
James  Pirtle,  a Kentuckian,  who.when  but  a boy.  re 
moved  from  bis  native  State  to  Tenuessee.  thence  to 
Arkansas  in  1850.  He  first  entered  a tract  of  eighty 
acres  in  Bradley  County,  but  soon  after  moved  to 
a farm  Of  ISO  acres  near  his  former  location,  where 
he  has  ever  since  made  his  home  and  is  now'  living. 
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His  fa  rm  is  in  excellent  condition,  with  100  acres 
under  cultivation,  and  affords  him  with  abundant 
means  to  use  as  ho  chooses  during  his  declining 
years.  Having  been  a public-spirited  man  all  his 
life,  and  honest  in  all  his  business  transactions,  he 
is  highly  esteemed  by  all,  and  being  yet  hale  and 
hearty,  bids  fair  to  live  many  years.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Y.  E.  Morton,  a A irginian. 
passed  from  life  in  1S78.  Their  son.  T.  I.  Pirtle, 
did  not  receive  many  advantages  of  the  common 
schools  in  his  youth,  owing  to  the  cruel  war.  and 
was  engaged  in  farm  work  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Rebellion,  at  which  time  ho  quit  the  plow  to 
take  up  arms  in  defense  of  the  cause  which  he 
espoused.  After  joining  the  Confederate  army,  he 
served  in  the  Trans  Mississippi  Department,  but 
although  he  took  part  in  a number  of  minor  en- 
gagements, he  was  in  no  regular  battles.  Upon 
his  return  home  he  took  up  farming,  where  he  had 
left  off  and  purchased  160  acres  of  land  near  his 
father’s  place,  but  soon  after  moved  to  Eagle  Town 
ship,  where  he  made  his  home  for  two  years.  In 
1870  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  520  acres, 
and  with  the  exception  of  150  acres  of  land  which 
he  has  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation,  his  land 
is  heavily  covered  with  timber.  The  same  year  of 
his  purchase  he  erected  him  a good  residence,  and 
in  other  ways  has  made  extensive  improvements 
and  is  now  considered  by  all  to  be  one  of  the  lead- 
ing agriculturists  of  this  region.  He  was  married 
in  1865,  to  Miss  A.  8.  McClendon,  a lady  who  only 
lived  until  I860,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same 
year  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  E. 
McClendon,  a sister  of  his  first  wife  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Marvel  McClendon,  a farmer  of  this  section. 
To  them  have  been  born  the  following  family: 
Emma  8.,  William  I..  Leila  T. , Tempy  A\.  Henry 
Graves  (who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  months), 
Mary  Ida.  Hattie  U.  and  Hettie  Ruth.  Although 
Mr.  Pirtle  did  not  receive  good  educational  ad- 
vantages in  his  youth,  he  is  exceptionally  well  read, 
and  attended  school  part  of  two  years  with  his  chil- 
dren. In  1874  he  felt  impressed  to  preach  the 
gospel,  began  studying  for  the  ministry,  and  on 
July  4,  1875,  was  ordained  a minister  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  has  ever  since  been  pastor  of 
Antioch,  his  home  church,  with  the  exception  of 
two  years.  He  has  served  in  the  same  capacity  for 
Canaan  Church,  Calhoun  County,  for  twelve  years. 
Ebeneezor  Church,  Emmons  Church,  Green  Hill 
Church  and  others,  and  during  the  time  of  his 
ministerial  labors  has  baptized  some  350  persons, 
among  whom  was  his  own  father  and  two  children 
at  the  same  baptizing,  and  has  married  over  fifty 
couples.  Although  not  an  active  politician,  he 


votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  served  as  justice 
of  his  township  during  1874-75.  He  has  been 
school  director  for  the  past,  fifteen  years,  and  has 
been  postmaster  of  Gravel  Ridge  since  1883,  his 
father  having  served  in  the  same  capacity  from 
1850  to  1861. 

Silas  James  Pope;  an  old  and  highly-esteemed 
resident  of  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  has  been  identi 
lied  with  its  material  affairs  and  its  progress  and 
development  for  the  past  thirty  five  years,  having 
come  to  this  county  in  the  year  1855.  He  was 
born  in  Cumberland  County,  N.  C.,  August  14. 
1822.  and  is  a son  of  Stephen  and  Jennie  Pope. 

! who  were  also  born  in  the  Old  North  State,  and 
I died  in  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  and  Mississippi, 

: aged  nearly  one  hundred,  and  eighty  years,  respect 
j ively.  After  their  marriage,  which  took  place  in 
j their  native  State,  they  removed  to  Alabama,  and 
three  years  later  to  Mississippi,  where  they  made 
their  home  for  twelve  years,  and  in  1S57  the  father 
removed  to  Bradley  County,  where  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  days,  having  been  a farmer  throughout 
life.  His  father,  William  Pope,  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Silas  James  Pope  was  the 
fourth  of  fourteen  children,  eight  of  whom  lived 
to  be  grown,  and  seven  now  living,  and  in  his 
youth  received  no  educational  advantages  what- 
ever. After  removing  to  Mississippi  with  his  par- 
ents, he  was  married  there,  in  1846,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Ann  Forrest,  a native  Alabamian,  born  in  1828. 
and  by  her  he  became  the  father  of  four  children, 
one  now  living,  named  James  AY.,  who  is  married 
and  resides  on  a farm  near  his  father.  As  above 
stated.  Air.  Pope  came  from  Mississippi  to  Bradley 
County,  Ark.,  in  1855,  and  now  has  fifty  acres  of  a 
I 332  acre  farm  under  cultivation.  He  is  regarded 
! as  an  excellent  and  honorable  citizen,  and  is  much 
esteemed  by  his  acquaintances.  In  1862  he  eu- 
! listed  in  the  Confederate  army,  in  Hawthorne's 
regiment  of  infantry,  and  served  faithfully  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  his  first  vote  -was  cast  for  James  K.  Polk  for 
; the  presidency.  He  and  wife  have  been  members 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  for  twenty  years, 
j and  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Alasonie  fra- 
ternity since  1867,  being  a member  of  Plattsville 
Lodge  No.  264. 

R.  F.  Powers,  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Meek 
& Powers,  is  a native  of  Dallas  County,  Ala.,  and 
! the  son  of  John  S.  and  Josephine  (Peaster)  Powers. 

I natives  of  Alabama  and  South  Carolina,  respect- 
I ively.  The  father  is  still  living  in  Alabama,  but 
the  mother  died  August  5,  .1876.  To  their  mar- 
1 riage  were  born  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are 
! now  living:  Robert  F.,  AYilliam  E . Ina  F.  and 
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Josephine.  The  father  was  a successful  tiller  of  died  in  1877,  at  the  .age  of  nineteen  years  and 
the  soil.  R.  F.  Powers  was  favored  with  fairly  ] three  months),  and  Laura  (who  died  at  the  age  of 
good  educational  advantages  in  the  district  schools  one  year).  Mr.  Quimby’ s second  marriage  was  con- 
of  Alabama,  and  was  early  taught  the  duties  of  summated  in  1882,  his  wife  being  Miss  Ophelia  C. 
farm  life.  In  1878  he  came  to  Arkansas,  located  Russell,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Clyde.  Mrs. 
in  Warren  on  the  16th  of  December,  and  was  en  Quimby  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

craved  in  farmino-  here  until  1871),  when  he  entered  Church,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Agricultural  Wheel, 

O O © -T  -i  n o ° ° 

the  store  of  Martin  & Goodwin,  as  clerk.  After  No.  Ibid. 

tilling  the  position  of  salesman  for  three  years  he  ; Wiley  Rucker  (deceased),  a successful  farmer, 

was  given  the  charge  of  their  grocery  department,  was  cut  down  in  the  prime  of  life,  May  8,  1807,  at 
and  remained  in  their  employ  until  September  1,  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  his  birth  having  oc- 
1889.  Having  accumulated  considerable  money  curred  in  Georgia,  on  October  14,  1825.  He  was 
by  his  economical  and  industrious  habits,  he  vent-  reared  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  whither  he  was 
ured  out  in  the  mercantile  business  for  himself,  taken  when  a boy  by  his  parents,  and  there  he  also 
in  September  of  the  last-named  year,  and  under  received  his  education.  He  was  married  on  August 
the  firm  name  of  Meek  A Powers.  They  carry  a 18,  1848,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Cammack,  who  was  born 
full  line  of  groceries  and  furniture,  and  already  in  Alabama,  October  10,  1831,  and  after  living  in 
have  built  up  a good  trade.  Mr.  Powers  is  one  of  Alabama,  until  a short  time  prior  to  his  death,  he 
the  enterprising  and  public-spirited  young  men  of  moved  to  Arkansas,  and  passed  his  last  days  in 
the  county,  and  is  sure  to  make  his  mark  in  the  Bradley  County.  He  was  a Master  Mason,  and  at 
world.  He  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. . is  past  the  time  of  his  death  left  an  estate  of  1,700  acres, 
chancellor  commander,  and  has  passed  all  the  His  widow  has  retained  280  acres  for  herself,  and 
oflices.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  has  forty  acres  of  open  land  in  Ashley  County,  the 
Church.  rest  being  divided  among  her  children,  whose 

Thomas  Quimby  is  a farmer  of  Washington  names  are  as  follows:  Augustus  B.  (now  living  in 
Township,  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  but  was  born  in  Texas),  Rhoda  E.  (wife  of  William  H.  Barringer), 
Gibson  County,  Tenn. , in  1835,  being  a sou  of  Mattie  A.  (wife  of  R.  L.  Haristan),  Wiley  B.  (wife 

C.  K.  Quimby,  who  was  a pioneer  from  East  Ten-  of  J.  W.  Richardson),  and  the  following  children 

nessee.  He  settled  on  a farm,  and  after  making  a who  are  deceased:  Lewis  B.  (who  died  Alienist  26, 
few  improvements,  came  to  Arkansas  in  December.  185  l),  and  Margaret  L.  (whose  death  occurred  in 
1851,  and  entered  land  in  Bradley  County,  which  September,  1874.  ) Mr.  Rucker  was  a son  of  Bur- 
ke soon  after  sold,  purchasing  another  in  the  same  dan  Rucker.  His  widow  is  ably  conducting  her 
township,  on  which  he  lived  until  his  death,  April  farm,  and  has  shown  herself  to  be  a lady  of  sound 

27,  1889,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  his  wife  judgment  and  of  progressive  views.  She  is  a 

dying  in  1807.  Thomas  Quimby  remained  with  daughter  of  Lewis  Cammack,  who  was  born  in 

his  father  on  the  farm  until  the  Rebellion,  and  on  Kentucky,  about  1810,  and  died  in  Ashley  County. 
July  9,  1862,  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Port  Lock's  Ark.,  about  1808.  He  was  married  in  Alabama. 
Regiment,  and  served  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  De-  to  Miss  Rhoda  Coleman,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
partment,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Mansfield  1814.  In  1847  they  removed  to  Arkansas,  and  in 
and  Jenkins’  Ferry.  After  surrendering  at  Mar-  the  early  part  of  1848,  found  themselves  in  Union 
shall,  Tex.,  in  May,  1805,  lie  immediately  returned  County,  where  Mrs.  Cammack  died  the  following 

home,  and  began  tilling  his  farm  of  120  acres,  year.  She  left  three  sons  and  live  daughters,  all 

which  he  had  previously  purchased.  A short  time  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown,  one  son  and  two 

after  he  sold  this,  and  for  some  time  farmed  on  daughters  only  being  now  alive.  Mrs.  Rucker  was 
rented  laud,  but  in  1882  purchased  a farm  of  100  the  second  of  the  family,  and  was  reared  in  Ala- 
acres,  and  now  has  thirty  acres  cleared,  and  has  bama.  She  is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 

i erected  buildings  thereon.  He  is  a Democrat,  al-  Church,  as  are  her  daughters,  Mrs.  Barringer  and 
though  not  active,  and  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  Mrs.  Haristan.  and  is  a lady  whom  all  delight  to 
live  years,  and  has  served  as  school  director  that  honor,  for  she  is  intelligent,  an  excellent  business 
length  of  time.  Susan  McKiunie  became  his  wife  woman,  and  a true  Christian  in  every  respect. 
September  3,  1857,  but  he  was  called  upon  to  J.  A.  Simpson  is  a blacksmith  and  wheelwright, 

mourn  her  death  in  1881,  she  leaving  him  eight  of  Simpson,  Ark.,  but  was  born  in  Jasper  County, 
children:  Leona  (wife  of  John  Barker),  Thomas  Miss.,  in  October,  1833,  being  the  second  of  eleven 

D.  (who  is  married  and  resides  near  Simpson),  . children  born  to  William  and  Jane  (Moore)  Simp 
Samuel  N.,  Lemmie,  Edward,  Susan,  Willie  (who  son,  the  father  being  also  a blacksmith,  which  oc-  j 
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cupation  he  followed  in  Mississippi,  until  I860, 
when  he  came  to  Arkansas,  settled  in  Bradley 
County,  and  here  passed  away  from  life,  in  1862. 

J.  A.  Simpson  learned  his  trade  of  his  father,  but 
received  very  limited  educational  advantages.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  began  working  fur  him 
self,  and  after  his  marriage,  which  occurred  three 
years  later,  he  continued  so  to  do.  In  1862  he 
enlisted  in  Company  D.  Port  Lock's  Regiment, 
but  was  soon  detailed  for  hospital  duty,  and  re 
mained  thus  engaged  until  November,  1863,  when 
lie  was  detailed  as  a mechanic  in  the  shops  of  Louis- 
ville, where  he  remained  until  May.  .1865,  at  which 
time  he  returned  home.  He  opened  a shop  here, 
and  since  1867  has  been  conducting  business  at  his 
present  stand.  Upon  the  establishment  of  the 
post-office  at  this  place,  in  1882,  the  place  was 
named  in  his  honor,  and  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  postmaster  from  President  Arthur,  and 
served  five  years.  He  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  business  operations,  and  his  farm,  comprising 
240  acres,  is  all  around  the  village  of  Simpson, 
that  place  having  been  built  on  his  property.  He 
has  fifty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  in  1878 
erected  his  present  residence,  his  house  having 
served  as  a stopping  place  for  travelers  for  years. 
Besides  his  home  estate,  he  owns  about  600  acres 
of  tine  timber  land.  He  helped  erect  the  first  I 
steam  saw-mill  and  cotton-gin  in  the  community, 
this  mill  having  sawed  the  lumber  for  nearly  all  the 
houses  in  the  village.  His  wife,  who  was  formerly 
Miss  Mary  E.  Turner,  was  born  in  Mississippi,  and 
is  a daughter  of  J.  D.  Turner,  who  was  a well- 
known  planter  of  that  State,  and  came  to  Arkansas 
in  1859,  dying  in  this  State  in  1865,  his  wife’s  j 
death  occurring  in  Arkansas  County,  in  1887.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Simpson  have  had  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren. Wiley  G.  (married  and  living  on  a farm  in 
this  vicinity),  Richard  H.  (who  is  married  and  a 
practicing  physician  of  Coryell  County,  Tex.  ).  and 
Savilla  S.  (at  present  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
of  Simpson),  are  the  only'  ones  living.  Martha 
died  in  infancy,  I).  Drusev  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years,  Emma  F.  died  when  young,  and  two 
children  died  unnamed.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and 
he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Patsville 
Lodge  No.  264.  and  has  been  master  of  his  lodge 
for  twelve  years,  at  different  times. 

James  M.  Singer  was  born  on  the  farm  where 
he  now  resides  in  1858.  being  the  third  of  thirteen 
children  born  to  Jefferson  and  Susan  (Quimby) 
Singer,  natives  of  Ohio  and  Tennessee,  respectively. 
Phe  father  moved  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  in  what 
i is  now  Bradley  County  in  1840.  they  being  almost 


the  only  settlers  for  some  time,  although  Mr. 
Singer’s  brother  Tom  had  previously  made  a set- 
tlement here.  He  afterward  moved  to  near  War- 
ren, where  he  in  time  became  a wealthy  planter, 
owning  some  800  acres  of  land.  All  his  farm  prod 
nets  were  shipped  from  Moro  Bay  to  New  Orleans 
by  steamboat.  His  death,  which  occurred  in  1873, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years,  was  a source  of  much 
sorrow  and  regret  to  all  who  knew  him,  for  he  had 
always  been  very  public-spirited,  was  honorable 
and  upright  in  all  his  transactions,  and  kind  and 
friendly'  in  his  relations  with  all.  His  widow  sur- 
vives him,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  James 
M.  The  latter,  from  his  earliest  recollections,  has 
been  familiar  with  farm  life,  so  that  upon  the  death 
of  his  father  he  was  thoroughly  capable  of  taking 
upon  himself  the  management  of  the  farm,  and  has 
been  very  successful  in  its  conduct.  One  hundred 
acres  are  under  cultivation,  and  about  fifty'  are  de- 
voted to  the  raising  of  cotton,  which  will  average 
one-half  bale  to  the  acre.  The  rest  is  devoted  to 
corn  and  other  grains.  On  the  place  is  a large, 
steam  cotton-gin,  which  is  capable  of  turning  out 
200  bales  per  day,  which  was  erected  in  1875,  the 
father  having  put  up  a horse-power  gin  at  an  early 
day.  This  property  is  some  of  the  most  valuable 
Lie  in  the  township,  and  the  uncleared  laud  is 
heavily'  covered  with  timber.  James  31.  Singer 
was  married  in  1882,  to  Miss  Fannie  Baker,  but 
she  died  after  three  years  of  married  life,  leaving 
one  child,  Una  B.,  and  in  December,  1888,  he 
wedded  Miss  Cora  Reeves,  who  died  in  childbirth 
about  one  year  later,  her  infant  surviving  her. 
named  Cora  Bell. 

John  C.  Scobey,  farmer,  Warren,  Ark.  A na- 
tive-born citizen  of  Bradley  County,  Mr.  Scobey 
has  become  one  of  its  most  enterprising  agricultur- 
ists, and  has  done  much,  in  a quiet,  unassuming 
way,  to  advance  farming  interests  in  this  commu- 
nity. He  was  born  October  lJ,  1846.  and  is  the  son 
of  J.  H.  D.  and  Jemima  (Campbell)  Scobey,  natives 
of  Tennessee  and  Virginia,  respectively.  The  fa- 
ther and  mother  were  both  reared  in  Hempstead 
County,  Ark.,  on  the  Red  River,  and  were  early- 
set  tiers  in  that  region.  The  father  moved  to  Brad 
ley  County.  Ark.,  in  1832,  located  on  the  farm 
where  our  subject  now  lives,  and  entered  a little 
over  1,000  acres  of  land,  which  was  all  in  heavy' 
timber.  He  moved  to  this  county  iu  a wagon,  built 
a good  log  house,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  the  section.  He  was  one  of  the  greatest  bear 
hunters  of  Southern  Arkansas,  and  became  noted 
far  and  near  for  his  fondness  for  this  sport,  and  for 
his  marksmanship.  He  picked  cotton  for  Rev.  C.  H 
Seay',  who  was  also  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this 
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section,  and  was  sheriff  when  all  the  territory  was 
Union  County  (1310.  He  was  obliged  to  go  be- 
yond Ouachita  River  to  make  up  a jury,  at  a time 
when  there  was  but  one  house  between  Warren  and 
the  river.  He  was  county  and  probate  judge  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  also  tilled  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  was  a man  of  small  build,  but 
very  vigorous  and  active,  and  could  undergo  more 
hardships  than  nine-tenths  of  his  sex.  He  pur- 
chased an  immense  steam  flouring  mill  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  in  1S56,  and  ran  this  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  December  9,  18  1 9.  He  was  a very  pros- 
perous man.  The  mother  died  December  8,  1 880. 
They  had  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now- 
living:  Elizabeth  A.  (wife  of  Dr.  A.  N.  Bond),  Jen 
nie  (wife  of  J.  11.  S.  Bur  bridge),  Fatima  (wife  of 
J.  R.  Murphy),  Susan  S,  (wife  of  M.  B.  Garrison), 
Margaret  J.  (wife  of  G.  M.  Reynolds),  Cora  I. 
(wife  of  W.  F.  Brice)  and  John  C.  The  latter  was 
reared,  and  secured  a fair  education  in  this  county. 
He  was  reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm, 
and  this  occupation  he  has  always  continued,  al 
though  during  the  war  he  was  detailed  as  public 
miller.  He  is  now  living  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  has  040  acres  of  land  with  I "25  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  is  one  of  the  first-class  farmers  of 
the  county.  He  is  also  running  a corn-mill  ami 
gin.  He  sawed  nearly  all  the  lumber  to  build  up 
Warren.  His  marriage  nuptials  were  celebrated 
January  IS.  1871,  with  Miss  Mary  B.  Price,  a native 
of  Bradley  County,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
have  been  nine  children:  Henry  E..  Robert  H. , 
John  P.,  Charles  L..  Travis  B.,  A.  Iuez,  Mattie  I., 
Mary  E.  and  William  F.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scobey 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

David  W.  Sutton,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Warren,  Ark.  Located  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the 
linest  agricultural  centers  of  Bradley  County,  the 
farm  which  Mr,  Sutton  owns  and  occupies  is  con- 
ceded to  be  among  the  best  in  this  vicinity, 
and  this  is  saying  not  a little,  for  on  every  hand 
may  be  seen  superior  places,  whose  ownership 
indicate  thrift  and  prosperity.  This  gentleman 
was  born  in  Perry  County,  Ala. , on  November 
22.  1825,  and  is  of  English  descent.  His  father, 
John  Sutton,  was  born  in  Wilkes  County.  Ga. , 
in  1790,  and  there  wielded  considerable  influence 
in  agricultural  affairs.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
H ay,  also  a native  of  Wilkes  County,  Ga. , and  later 
they  emigrated  to  Alabama,  thence  to  Mississippi, 
and  finally  returned  to  Georgia,  where  they  passed 
the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives.  The  father  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty- six  years,  and  the  mother 
in  1841.  The  frorner  was  a soldier  in  the  Indian 
war  of  1818.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  this 


union,  five  only  are  now  living:  David  W., 

James  F.,  John  (deceased),  Jackson  (deceased), 
Wiley,  W illiam  (deceased),  Penina  (residence  in 
Louisiana),  Elizabeth  (in  Texas),  Malinda  (in 
Georgia),  and  Sarah  (deceased).  Four  of  the  sons 
were  in  the  late  war.  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  David 
W.  Sutton  to  grow  up  with  a farm  experience,  and 
from  the  very  first  he  has  closely  and  energetic- 
ally applied  himself  to  the  obtaining  of  a thor- 
ough knowledge  of  agricultural  matters,  which,  it  is 
almost  needless  to  say,  he  has  successfully  ac 
quired,  as  the  surroundings  of  his  place  plainly 
indicate.  He  received  a fair  education  in  his 
native  State,  and  in  184:7  he  emigrated  to  Arkan- 
sas, coming  via  Mobile  and  New7  Orleans.  In 
February -he  arrived  in  Dallas  County,  where  he 
wrorked  for  wages  for  a year,  and  in  1S4S  he 
dropped  down  to  Bradley  County,  where  he  worked 
on  the  farm  of  Judge  Josiah  Gould  for  four  years. 
In  1850  he  returned  to  Judge  Gould's  plantation, 
and  w7as  overseer  on  the  same  for  a year.  He  then 
purchased' 320  acres  of  land  in  Cleveland  County, 
which  was  then  all  in  timber,  and  now-  owns  720 
acres  of  land,  with  150  under  cultivation,  in  that 
county.  He  resided  there  until  1872,  when  he 
moved  to  his  present  residence.  He  has,  as  above 
stated,  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Bradley  County, 
and  his  residence,  barns,  outbuildings,  and  in  fact 
all  necessary  conveniences,  indicate  the  quality  of 
a farmer  that  he  is.  He  owns  in  this  place  1.000 
acres,  with  350  acres  under  cultivation,  and  also 
owns  3Q0  acres  in  another  tract.  He  is  al-o  a 
dealer  in  stock,  raising,  buying  and  selling.  In 
1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Monroe's  regi- 
ment, Cabbie’s  brigade,  and  served  until  cessation 
of  hostilities.  He  was  slightly  wounded  by  a bul- 
let cutting  through  his  upper  lip,  and  was  in  some 
of  the  principal  engagements  wrest  of  the  Missis 
sippi.  Mr.  Sutton  is  the  largest  cotton  grower  in 
the  county,  and  also  raises  considerable  grain. 
The  same  systematic  condition  of  affairs  about 
his  home  is  apparent  in  his  course  as  a man. 
Thorough  in  all  he  does,  he  allows  no  worthy 
inovement  to  drag  for  want  of  support,  if  in  his 
power  to  help  it.  He  w7as  married  in  1856  to  Miss 
Lamira  Allis,  by  wdioin  he  had  three  children,  one 
living,  M illiam,  now  employed  as  clerk  at  Cairo 
for  the  Cotton  Belt  Railroad.  Mrs.  Sutton’s  death 
occurred  May  20,  1862,  and  Mr.  Sutton  took  for 
his  second  wife  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sliadwick,  whom  he 
married  in  1865.  She  died  in  1874.  and  Mr.  Sut 
ton  was  married  in  1876  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Haw- 
ley. He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

James  A.  Thornton,  planter.  This  respected 
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citizen  of  Bradley  County  has  been  a resident  of 
the  State  since  January,  lSGl,  during  which  time 
he  has  devoted  his  time  to  agriculture,  and  not 
without  substantial  results,  as  the  following  sketch 
of  his  life  will  show.  His  birth  occurred  in  Cher- 
okee County,  Ala.,  in  1843,  and  he  is  the  eldest  of 
I nine  children  born  to  John  A.  and  Margaret  A. 
(King)  Thornton,  who  came  to  Arkansas  and  set- 
tled near  Grand  Ridge  in  1801.  and  from  here,  in 
1803,  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  serving  in 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  but  was  taken 
ill  and  died  in  the  hospital  during  the  latter  part 
of  1804.  His  wife  died  in  1802.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  George  W.  King,  was  a soldier  in  the 
W ar  of  1812.  James  A.  Thornton  received  but 
few  educational  advantages  prior  to  the  war,  and 
j in  October,  1801,  joined  the  Confederate  army, 
becoming  a member  of  Gaines’  Battery  of  Arkan- 
sas, and  with  his  command  was  soon  ordered  east 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  was  in  both  battles  of 
Corinth  and  Iuka,  and  was  in  all  the  engage- 
ments  of  the  Georgia  campaign,  and  the  close  of 
the  war  found  him  in  Alabama.  His  company  was 
disbanded  at  Gainesville,  May  10,  1S05.  and  he  at 
once  started  for  home,  which  he  reached  on  the 
twenty-second  day  of  the  same  month.  He  set 
energetically  to  work  to  till  the  soil  on  a farm  of 
105  acres,  which  he  soon  purchased,  and  soon  had 
eighty  acres  cleared  and  good  buildings  erected 
thereon.  This  place  continued  to  be  his  home 
until  1880,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought  his  pres- 
ent property,  consisting  of  200  acres,  but  at  that 
time  the  buildings,  fences,  and  everything  about 
it  were  in  a very  dilapidated  condition,  and  every- 
thing in  the  wav  of  convenient  farming  had  to  lie 
prepared.  He  at  once  erected  a neat  and  comfort- 
able dwelling,  built  anti  repaired  fences,  and  soon 
had  sixt  y -five  acres  under  cultivation.  This  isverv 
good  upland,  and  will  readily  produce  one- half  bale 
of  cotton  to  the  acre,  and  about  twenty  bushels  of 
corn,  as  well  as  other  farm  products  in  abundance. 
Mr.  Thornton  takes  considerable  interest  in  polit- 
ical matters,  and  although  a Democrat  is  not  an  of- 
i fice  seeker.  He  held  the  position  of  postmaster  of 
Grand  Ridge  from  April.  1875.  to  1883,  and  has 
J been  school  director  of  his  district  ever  since  its 
organization.  Id  1S00  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
j E.  J.  Brantley,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  a 
daughter  of  James  Pirtle  [see  sketch  of  Rev.  T.  I. 
Pirtle],  and  by  her  became  the  father  of  five  chil 
dren:  Mollie  E.  (wife  of  O.  F.  Neal,  a merchant 
of  Moro  Bay).  John  J.,  Maggie.  Harvey  (who  died 
at  the  age  of  four  years),  and  Norah.  The  family 
are  all  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,"  and  Mr. 
i Thornton  is  a clerk  and  deacon  in  the  same. 
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A.  A.  Turner,  ex-county  judge,  Warren,  Ark. 

1 Tennessee  has  given  to  Bradley  County  many 
estimable  citizens,  but  she  has  contributed  none 
more  highly  respected,  or  for  conscientious  dis- 
charge of  duty  in  every  relation  of  life,  more 
worthy  of  respect  and  esteem  than  the  subject  of 
{ this  sketch.  He  was  born  on  November  10,  1820. 
i in  Wilson  County,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and 
j Kesia  (Hunter)  Turner,  the  father  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia. and.  the  mother  of  Tennessee.  They  were 
married  in  the  last-named  State,  but  emigrated  to 
Arkansas  on  July  3,  1832,  coming  through  in 
| wagons  from  Pine  Bluff  on  a trail  to  Bradley  Coun- 
ty (then  Union  County).  There  were  no  loads  at 
i that  day,  and  nothing  but  a few  trails  could  be 
found.  There  was  no  settlement  between  Pine  Bluff 
and  the  Saline'  River,  aod  the  reason  of  their  com- 
ing down  as  far  as  they  did  was  from  the  fact  that 
1 Capt.  Bradley,  a relative,  was  then  living  there. 
Mr.  Turner  located  three  miles  east  of  Warren, 
the  railroad  now  running  through  the  old  place, 

: and  there  purchased  100  acres  of  land;  which  he 
i immediately  began  to  improve.  Besides  the  little 
house  on  the  place  there  was  a horse-mill  used  for 
grinding  corn,  the  only  one  tlien  in  the  county. 
There  were  about  ten  or  twelve  acres  cleared,  and 
after  a few  years  Mr.  Turner  sold  this  place  and 
moved  about  half  a mile  south,  where  he  died  in 
18  44.  Tiie  mother  died  in  1834.  By  his  first 
marriage  he  had  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  de 
ceased.  To  the  second  marriage  were  also  born 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Martha 
A Stone  (residing  in  Texas),  Judge  A.  A.,  Sam- 
uel H.  and  Alexander  B.  Their  marketing  was 
done  principally  with  Simeon  Hiley.  the  father  of 
Airs.  Judge  Turner,  who  came  to  Arkansas  in  1830, 
and  started  a little  store  on  the  banks  of  the  Saline 
River,  receiving  pay  from  his  customers  in  deer 
skins,  etc.  After  accumulating  a great  number  of 
skins  he  would  take  them  on  a keelboat  to  New 
Orleans,  dispose  of  them,  and  in  their  stead  bring 
back  a stock  of  merchandise.  The  people  had 
sometimes  to  buy  their  salt  at  Monroe.  La.,  bring- 
ing it  up  in  a dug  out  canoe.  Wild  game  of  all 
kinds  was  in  abundance,  and  the  cabins  were  al- 
ways supplied  with  choice  meat,  brought  down  by 
the  unerring  aim  of  the  hunters.  The  schooling 
facilities  were  very  poor,  being  taught  in  log  cab- 
ins, with  split  logs  for  seats  and  a fireplace  in  the 
end  of  the  cabin.  James  Waters  was  about  the 
first  school  teacher  in  this  section,  and  was  an 
Irishman.  They  were  all  subscription  schools  at 
81  or  81.50  a head.  Notwithstanding  all  the 
hardships  undergone,  the  settlers  enjoyed  them 
selves  and  were  peaceful,  happy  and  contented. 
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Our  subject  was  only  about  twelve  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Bradley  County,  and  worked 
very  hard  on  the  farm  to  assist  his  father  in  clearing 
up  the  forest.  His  education,  as  might  be  expected, 
was  rather  limited,  and  when  twenty  four  years  of 
a£e  he  was  elected  circuit  clerk,  being  the  second  one 
to  till  that  position  in  the  county.  At  the  expiration 
of  two  years  he  resigned,  as  the  office  paid  but  little, 
and  during  the  war  he  tilled  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  two  years.  Previous  to  this,  in  1ST  l and 
1S42.  he  was  postmaster.  In  1880  he  was 
elected  county  judge,  and  held  the  office  until  1888. 
when  he  refused  to  accept  the  position  again.  All 
this  time  he  has  been  generally  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  has  been  very  successful  in  this  pursuit. 
He  has  now  divided  all  his  property  among  his  cliil- 
i dren,  and  is  living  a retired  life.  He  cast  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  Henrv  Clav.  He  was  married 
in  1840  to  Miss  Drusilla  Hiley.  daughter  of  Simeon 
and  Catherine  < Wilson)  Hiley.  both  natives  of  Ohio, 
and  among  the  first  settlers  of  Arkansas.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Turner  have  had  nine  children,  only  two  now 
living:  Florence  (wife  of  Dr.  S.  M.  Davis),  and 
Dudley  M.  (who  married  Miss  Lucy  A.  Jones). 
Mrs.  Turner  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  an 
Englishman,  and  settled  on  a little  island  in 
j Virginia,  yet  known  as  Turner’s  Island,  and  there 
died. 

Samuel  H.  Turner,  farmer.  Warren,  Ark.  Mr. 
Turner,  a respected  resident  of  this  county  for  many 
years, and  a man  of  extensive  and  popular  acquaint- 
ance, was  born  in  Wilson  County.  Term.,  on  April 
; 5,  1823,  and  was  but  nine  years  of  age  when  he 

j came  with  his  parents.  James  and  Kazie  (Hunter) 
Turner,  to  Arkansas.  As  might  be  expected  at 
that  early  period  of  the  State's  history,  our  sub- 
ject's educational  advantages  were  not  of  the  best, 

! and  his  youthful  days  were  passed  principally  in 
1 assisting  to  clear  his  father’s  farm,  and  in  hunting 
the  wild  game,  with  which  the  woods  abounded. 
He  delighted  in  the  latter  occupation,  and  has  killed 
I many  a deer,  panther  and  wild  cat.  In  1857  he 
bought  a steam  grist-mill  from  Dr.  J.  W.  Martin, 
pul  in  machinery  for  grinding  wheat  and  making 
flour,  and  ran  the  mill  until  i Sf 56.  being  detailed 
to  still  continue  his  milling  operations  during  the 
war.  This  was  one  of  theffirst  steam-mills  in  the 
county,  and  Mr.  Turner  operated  the  same  for 
nine  years.  In  March.  1837.  he  carried  the  first 
mail  bags  from  Cabin  post  office  to  Monroe,  La.,  a 
distance  of  110  miles,  with  but  one  house  for  eighty 
miles,  which  was  Thumbs  Prairie.  Ashley  County. 
He  had  but  one  letter  in  the  mail  bag  He  was  but 
fourteen  years  of  age.  weight  eighty-seven  pounds. 


and  as  there  were  no  roads,  he  had  to  follow  an 
Indian  trail  through  the  forest.  He  carried  the 
mail  on  this  route  for  sixteen  months,  and  received 
£1  2d  a week,  and  the  salary  for  contract  being 
•81,400  per  annum.  Fifteen  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  milling,  and  in  1807  he  embarked  in  the 
grocery  business  in  Warren.  This  he  continued 
until  1873.  and  then  returned  to  milling  which  he 
j carried  on  until  1S80.  since  which  time  he  has  been 
practically  retired.  He  was  deputy  sheriff  for  two 
years,  and  tilled  this  position  in  an  able  and  effi- 
j cient  manner.  He  was  coroner  also  for  six  years. 
His  marriage  occurred  on  August  30,  1846,  to  Miss 
Martha  Reeves,  who  bore  him  ten  children,  six  now 
living:  Henry,  Martha  (wife  of  John  E.  Bradlevj 
Mary  (wife  of-C.  S.  Wade),  Samuel  H. . Jr. . Stephen 
and  Stella.  Mr. -Turner  is  a member  of  ti  e 31a 
sonic  fraternity  and  the  K.  of  F.  He  lias  been  a 
witness  to  the  rapid  growth  of  Bradley  County, 
and  is  a substantial  and  enterprising  citizen.  His 
father  was  a native  Virginian,  and  his  mother  was 
born  in  Tennessee. 

A.  B.  Turner  is  a prominent  farmer  of  Wash 
ington  Township.  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  and  was 
born  within  one  mile  of  the  present  town  of  War- 
ren in  1834,  being  the  youngest  of  a family  of 
; seven  children  born  to  James  and  Kissia  I Hunter) 
Turner,  who  were  born  in  Virginia  and  Tennessee, 
j respectively,  and  were  among  the  early  pioneers  of 
this  part  of  Arkansas,  the  country  at  that  time  be- 
ing a wilderness.  Mr.  Turner  entered  several 
hundred  acres  of  land  which  he  succeeded  in  im 
proving  to  some  extent,  and  sold  his  produce  at 
New  Orleans,  going  to  this  city  sometimes  bv 
steamboat  but  ofteoer  on  a flatboat.  He  died  in 
1844.  and  his  wife  shortly  after  the  birth  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  The  latter  was  sent  to 
Tennessee  to  his  only  sister,  with  whom  he  made 
his  home  until  he  was  about  seventeen  years  of 
age.  then  came  back  to  his  old  home  in  Bradley 
County,  and  began  farming  for  himself,  purchas- 
ing some  time  after  100  acres  of  land  which  he 
set  energetically  to  work  to  improve.  After  clear- 
ing a few  acres  he  sold  the  property  and  purchased 
his  present  farm  of  302.4  acres,  which  was  also 
practically  wild  land,  when  he  took  possession  but 
he  soon  reduced  it  to  a good  state  of  cultivation, 
erecting  a dwelling  and  putting  up  fences,  etc. 
On  the  seventy-five  acres  which  he  now  has  under 
cultivation,  he  raises  principally  cotton  and  corn, 
but  gives  some  attention  to  the  raising  of  other 
farm  products  also.  His  cultivated  land  will  aver 
age  one  half  bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre,  and  that 
which  is  uncultivated  is  heavily  covered  with  tim 
her.  In  the  spring  of  1802  Mr.  Turner  enlisted 
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in  Company  B,  of  an  Arkansas  Infantry  Regiment, 
but  was  shortly  after  transferred  to  the  Ninth  Ar- 
kansas Cavalry,  and  was  on  duty  principally  in 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  the  Indian  Territory,  and 
was  in  the  engagements  at  Cane  Hill,  Fayetteville, 
Pine  Bluff,  Mark's  Mill,  Port  Gibson,  Poison  Spring 
and  others.  He  was  with  Price  in  all  the  battles 
of  his  Missouri  raid,  but  was  never  wounded  nor 
captured.  He  was  manned  in  1852,  to  Aliss  Nancy 
Davis,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  to  them  a family 
of  six  children  have  been  born:  James  A.,  John 
H.  (who  died  on  April  12,  18/8,  at  the  ago  of 
twenty-three  years),  Martha  A.  (wife  of  A.  C.  Ivy), 
Charles  B.  (married  to  Florence  Hampton,  and 
lives  on  his  father’s  farm,  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren named  Charles  K.  and  James  Barton),  Flor- 
ence Alice  (deceased),  and  Stephen  (who  died  in 
infancy).  The  family  are  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Turner  being  a 
very  active  member  in  church  work,  and  he  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

H.  B.  VanValkenburgh,  county  clerk  of  War- 
ren, Ark.  A glance  at  the  lives  of  many  repre- 
sentative men  whose  names  appear  in  this  volume 
will  reveal  sketches  of  some  honored,  influential 
citizens,  but  none  more  worthy  or  deserving  of 
mention  than  Mr.  H.  B.  Van  Yalkenburgh.  On 
his  father’s  side  he  is  of  Dutch  extraction,  his 
ancestors  emigrating  from  Holland  to  America  and 
settling  in  the  Eastern  States  many,  many  years 
ago.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  N ovember  J,  1843,  and  is  a son  of  William 
M.  and  Emily  (Allis)  Yan  Yalkenburgh,  natives  of 
New  York.  In  November.  1S48,  the  parents  moved 
to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  in  the  spring  of  1850 
they  located  at  Warren,  in  Bradleys  County,  of  that 
State.  The  father  bought  the  place  where  the 
depot  now  stands  and  embarked  in  merchandising, 
which  he  carried  on  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1860.  He  was  one  of  the  first  merchants  of 
Warren  and  a very  successful  one.  He  had  studied 
medicine  in  his  youth,  but  never  practiced.  The 
mother  died  in  1886.  Their  family  consisted  of 
seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  uow  living: 
Frank  D. , H.  B.  and  Mrs.  E.  L.  Holmes.  H.  B. 
Yan  Yalkenburgh  was  only  about  seven  years  of 
age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Bradley 
County,  and  here  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving 
such  education  as  the  schools  of  that  day  afforded, 
which  was  very  poor  indeed  compared  with  the 
school  advantages  of  to-day.  He  was  reared  to 
mercantile  pursuits,  and  after  the  war  was  in  part- 
nership with  his  father.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  various  pursuits,  and  although  he 
studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1876, 


I he  practiced  but  little.  He  was  postmaster  for 
about  two  years;  ran  a steam  saw-mill  and  manu- 
factured lumber  for  some  time:  was  also  justice  of 
the  peace  for  some  time.  He  was  also  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil,  and,  in  fact,  has  tried  most  every  - 
thing to  make  an  honest  living,  deserving  much 
credit  for  his  enterprise.  In  1S81  he  was  elected 
to  his  present  office,  and  this  position  he  has  held 
j continuously  ever  since,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 
He  was  city  recorder  of  Warren  for  two  or  three 
years  and  proved  himself  a man  of  sound  ju  fig- 
ment and  of  unusual  ability.  He  was  married,  in 
1879,  to  Miss  8.  C.  Smith,  by  whom  he  has  live 
children:  Fay  H.,  Henry  L. . Horace  B.,  Jr.,  Will- 
iam M.  and  Carrie  E. 

William'S.  Veazey  is  a North  Carolinian  by  birth 
and  bringing  up,  and  has  inculcated  in  him  the 
: sterling  principles  of  the  better  class  of  citizens  of 
the  Old  North  State,  as  well  as  those  of  his  Scotch 
and  Irish  ancestors.  He  was  born  in  Granville  Coun- 
ty, November  23,  1845,  and  as  soon  as  he  attained 
a suitable  age  he  was  placed  in  school,  where  the 
somewhat  meager  advantages  he  received  were  im- 
proved to  the  utmost.  He  was  brought  to  Bradley 
County,  Ark.,  when  he  was  fourteen,  and  upon 
reaching  the  age  when  it  became  necessary  for  him 
to  choose  some  calling  in  life  to  which  he  should 
afterward  adhere  as  his  chosen  occupation,  he  at 
once  wisely  adopted  agricultural  pursuits,  and  this 
has  continued  to  receive  his  attention.  His  par- 
ents, Fielding  and  Nancy  D.  (Howard)  Veazev, 
were  born  in  North  Carolina,  December  18,  1815 
and  1824,  respectively,  and  they  were  married 
there  on  May  24,  1843,  removing  to  Arkansas  in 
\ 1860,  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Bradley  County. 
Here  the  father’s  death  occurred  July  19.  188*4, 
having  lived  the  life  of  a farmer.  His  father, 
William  Veazey,  died  in  North  Carolina.  William 
S.  Yeazey  is  one  of  eight  surviving  members  of 
a family  of  eleven  children,  and  is  now  residing 
with  his  mother  and  sister  on  the  farm  of  440  acres 
in  Bradley  County,  which  is  situated  about  seven 
miles  southwest  of  the  county  seat.  Upon  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  his  farming  operations 
were  disturbed  somewhat,  for  in  1863  he  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  army,  in  Company  H,  Twen- 
tieth Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  final 
surrender,  participating  in  the  fight  at  Mark's 
Mill.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  his  mother  and  sis- 
ter are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
his  father  having  also  been  a worthy  member. 
Mr.  Yeazey  is  unmarried. 

W.  R.  Watson,  sheriff  and  collector,  Warren. 
Ark.  There  are  some  men  in  the  county  at  the 
} present  day  in  whose  lives  there  are  but  few  thrill- 
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ing  incidents  or  remarkable  events,  yet  whose  suc- 
cess has  been  a steady  and  constant  growth,  and 
who,  possessed  of  excellent  judgment,  strong,  com- 
mon sense  and  indomitable  energy,  have  evinced 
in  their  lives  and  character  great  symmetry,  com 
pleteness  and  moral  standing  of  a high  order.  To 
this  class  belongs  Mr.  Watson,  who  owes  his  na- 
tivity to  Lowndes  County.  Miss.,  where  his  birth 
occurred  September  14,  184S.  His  father,  Finis 
Watson,  was  a native  of  Kentucky,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Bell,  a native  of  Tennessee,  after 
which,  in  1838,  they  moved  to  Mississippi,  and 
here  the  father  cultivated  the  soil.  In  1854  they 
moved  to  Arkansas,  located  in  Union  County,  near 
Mount  Holly,  and  there  both  passed  the  closing 
scenes  of  their  life.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  live  of  whom  are  living  at  the  pres- 
ent time:  John  B.,  Ann  (wife  of  J.  R.  Rogers), 
William  R.,  Alonzo  E.  and  Dora  (wife  of  W.  F. 
Culbuth).  At  the  age  of  eight  years  IV.  R.  Wat 
son  came  to  Arkansas  with  his  parents,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Union  County.  He  was  early  initiated  into  the 
duties  of  the  farm,  and  assisted  his  father  on  the 
home  place  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  after  which 
Jie  started  out  for  himself  as  clerk  in  a store.  In 
1871  he  began  merchandising  for  himself  at  Moro 
Bay,  and  continued  business  until  1886,  when  he 
sold  out.  In  18SS  he  was  elected  to  his  present 
position,  and  removed  to  Warren,  where  he  now 
resides.  By  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1872, 
to  Miss  Ella  Y.  Richardson,  he  became  the  father 
of  two  children:  Larkin  T.  and  Mary  L.  Mrs. 

Watson  died  in  1879  Mr.  Watson  is  a member 
of  the  K.  of  P.  and  Master  at  Arms.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  men  of  Bradley  County. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Wheeler,  merchant  and  planter. 
Warren.  Ark.  Eminent  success  achieved  through 
honorable  endeavor  atfords  one  of  the  o-reatest 
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sources  of  pleasure  to  him  who.  in  a retrospective 
view  of  life,  traces  his  progress  by  such  tokens  as 
deserve  admiration  and  esteem.  Such  an  enjoy- 
ment. is  afforded  in  the  fullest  measure  by  Hon. 
W.  H.  Wheeler,  who  is  not  only  one  of  the  prom- 
inent merchants  and  planters  of  the  countv.  but  is 
a man  universally  liked  and  esteemed.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Campbell  County.  Tenn..  on  Decent 
Iter  23,  1833,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Nimrod  B.  and 
Kittie  (Wheeler)  Wheeler,  both  natives  of  the  Old 
Dominion.  The  paternal  grandfather.  Nathaniel 
Wheeler,  emigrated  to  that  State  at  an  early  day. 
and  there  received  his  final  summons.  He  was  of 
Scoteh-Welsh  descent,  as  was  also  the  maternal 
grandfather,  who  was  an  early  settler  of  Kentucky, 
in  which  State  he  died.  Nimrod  B.  Wheeler  emi- 


grated from  his  native  State  to  Georgia,  and 
thence  to  Arkansas  in  1848.  locating  in  Bradley 
County,  about  five  miles  northeast  of  Moro  Land  ’ 
ing.  There  he  entered  a tract  of  land,  which  was 
in  a wild  state,  and  there  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death  in  1853.  The  mother  had  died 
the  year  previous.  They  reared  nine  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Mrs.  Camp  (in 
Georgia),  Mrs.  D.  A.  Weir  (of  Warren),  and  W. 
H.  (our  subject).  The  latter  was  but  fourteen 
years  of  age  when  he  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Arkansas,  and  his  early  life  was  passed  in  active 
labor  in  trying  to  clear  the  home  place.  Although 
obliged  to  labor  hard,  young  Wheeler  enjoyed  him- 
self most  thoroughly  in  his  new  home,  for  game 
was  plentiful  and  he  had  a keen  taste  for  hunting. 
He  received  the  principal  part  of  his  education  in 
Georgia,  and  after  coming  to  Arkansas  remained 
with  his  father  until  about  grown.  In  the  spring 
of  1862  he  organized  a company  and  was  organ- 
ized into  Col.  King's  regiment.  Twentieth  Arkan 
sas.  Mr.  Wheeler  went  out  as  its  captain,  but 
below  Corinth  they  disbanded  and  Capt.  Wheeler 
returned  home.  He  then  followed  farming  for 
some  time,  and  later  again  enlisted,  serving  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department  until  after  the  surren- 
der in  1865.  Returning  home.  Capt.  Wheeler  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business,  which  he  has 
since  carried  on.  He  is  the  oldest  merchant  in 
Bradley  County,  beginning  in  1856,  and  has  con- 
tinuously carried  it  on,  paying  100  cents  on  the 
dollar  .In  1879  and  1880  he  served  as  a member 
of  the  State  Legislature,  has  been  mayor  of  the 
town  several  times,  and  is  one  of  Bradley  Coun- 
ty’s most  eminent  and  enterprising  citizens.  He 
is  a thorough  business  man,  and  is  one  of  the 
largest  real  estate  owners  in  Southern  Arkansas. 
He  has  been  president  of  the  school  board  for 
twelve  or  fifteen  years,  is  now  president  of  the  M 
A P.  Bank,  of  Warren,  and  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  every  public  enterprise  for  the  in 
terest  of  the  county.  He  was  married,  in  October. 
1865,  to  Miss  Amelia  C.  Ederington.  who  bore 
him  two  children,  daughter,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  a son.  John  N..  who  is  now  a member  of  the 
senior  class  at  the  State  University'  and  will  ’gradu- 
ate this  fall.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  are  prominent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South . 

S.  W.  Wheless  is  a prominent  citizen  of  War- 
ren, Ark.,  and  is  at  the  present  time  giving  his  at 
tention  to  the  stave  business.  He  was  born  in 
Georgia  in  1829.  and  was  the  youngest  of  seven 
children  born  to  Sim  and  Elizabeth  (Sturdevant) 
Wheless,  natives,  respectively,  of  North  Caro- 
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liua  anil  Georgia.  After  the  mother's  death,  which 
occurred  about  1830,  Mr.  Wheless  removed  to 
Alabama  in  IS 47.  and  in  IS, IB  settled  in  Mississippi, 
being  a pioneer  of  both  of  these  States,  but  died 
in  the  latter  in  1857.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
mother  was  Drake,  and  he  was  in  all  probability  a 
descendant  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  the  early  Eu- 
1 glish  explorer.  S.  W.  Wheless  remained  on  the 
farm  until  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he 
served  a three-years’  apprenticeship  at  the  boot 
and  shoe  maker’s  trade,  this  occupation  receiving 
his  attention  up  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War.  In  1853,  however,  he  came  to  Arkansas, 
and,  in  connection  with  following  his  trade,  he  was 
engaged  in  the  timber  business  at  Montieello. 
Dropping  this  work,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B. 
Monroe’s  Regiment  of  Cavalry,  Trans -Mississippi 
Department,  and  followed  the  fortunes  of  that 
command  through  all  the  vicissitudes  and  hard- 
ships, until  detailed  to  the  manufacturing  depart- 
ment of  the  army,  and  worked  at  his  trade  until 
the  close  of  the  Rebellion.  The  only  engagement 
of  importance  in  which  lie  participated  was  Fay- 
etteville. Soon  after  his  return  to  Bradley  County, 

| he  opened  a store,  and  up  to  the  year  1882.  was  in 
the  general  mercantile  business,  at  which  time  he 
sold  out,  and  in  1889  began  shipping  staves  to  New 
Orleans  on  llatboats,  down  the  Saline  River.  He 
owns  several  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  be- 
sides considerable  town  property,  which  brings 
him  in  enough  annually  to  keep  him  in  comfort  the 
rest  of  his  days.  In  1859  he  married  Mi-s  Mary 
R.  C.  Cathey,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  a 
daughter  of  A.  P.  Cathey,  who  came  to  Arkansas 
at  an  early  day.  To  their  union  six  children  have 
been  born:  Cora  1.  and  Dixie  ( who  died  in  infancy). 
Marv  Ida  (who  died  at  the  age  of  twentv-two 
years,  the  wifeof  A\  . N.  Adkins),  Walter  C.,  Oscar 
W.  and  Lena  May.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  Mr.  Wheless  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Warren  Lodge 
No.  33.  Although  not  an  active  politician,  he 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  served  in 
the  capacity  of  township  constable. 

James  T.  Whiteside,  farmer.  Barren.  Ark. 
Originally  from  York  County,  S.  C..  where  his 
birth  occurred  on  June  17.  1830,  Mr.  Whiteside  is 
now  one  of  the  lirst-class  agriculturists  of  Bradley 
County'.  His  parents,  James  and  Hettie  (Ferris) 
Whiteside,  were  also  natives  of  York  County.  S.  C. , 
and  the  father  emigrated  to  Arkansas  in  1853.  com- 
ing through  in  wagons,  and  being  six  weeks  on 
the  road.  He  located  where  James  B.urnett  now 
J resides,  purchasing  and  entering  IbO  acres  of 
land,  with  but  few  improvements,  and  here  the  par- 


ents died,  the  father  in  1878.  and  the  mother  in 
1862.  In  their  family  were  eight  children,  three 
now  living:  Ann  J.  (wife  of  W.  FI.  Waters), 

Sarah  E.  (wife  of  Altamon  Tempest),  and  James 
T.  The  latter  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  South 
Carolina,  received  his  education  there,  and  was  but 
seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Arkansas. 
In  1801  he  enlisted  in  Company  C.  Fifth  Arkansas 
Regiment,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  was  captured  at  Franklin,  Tenu.,  on  December 
5.  1804,  and  taken  to  Camp  Douglas,  at  Chicago, 
where  he  was  confined  for  six  months,  or  until  after 
the  surrender.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Perryville,  Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga,  Missionary 
Ridge,  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  numerous  others 
After  his  release  from  prison  he  returned  home 
and  resumed  farming,  which  vocation  he  has  since 
followed.  He  owns  320  acres  of  land,  with  about 
100  acres  under  cultivation,  and  deals  some  in 
stock,  raising  hogs,  cattle  and  sheep.  He  is  also 
quite  a horticulturist,  and  raises  some  very  tine 
fruit,  having  a number  of  acres  in  orchard.  He 
was  married  in  1807  to  Miss  Catherine  P.  Singer, 
a native  of  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  and  she  bore  her 
husband  six  children:  Minnie  (wife  of  Hunter 

Berry).  Flora.  Nellie  (wife  of  Thomas  St,  John). 
Mary  E..  Hettie  and  Irene.  Mr.  Whiteside  is  an 
enterprising  citizen,  and  takes  much  interest  in  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  the  county. 

Daniel  E.  Wilfong  is  a wealthy  land  holder  of 
Bradley  County,  and  is  also  joint  owner  in  a grist, 
saw- mill  and  cotton-gin  at  Johnsviile.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Catawba  County,  N.  C..  July  10,  1830. 
and  was  the  youngest  child  in  a family  of  four 
sons  and  two  daughters,  only  three  sons  now  living, 
born  to  Daniel  George  and  Anu  (Ramseaur)  Wil- 
fong.  both  of  whom  were  born  in  North  Carolina, 
the  former’s  birth  occurring  in  February.  1/99, 
and  the  latter’s  November  10.  1803.  their  death 
occurring  November  15.  1830,  and  November  21. 
1850,  respectively.  Peter  Wilfong,  the  grand- 
father. was  of  German  descent,  a native  of  Penn 
sylvania.  and  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Daniel  E.  Wilfong  was  reared  to  farm  life 
in  his  native  State,  and  there  also  received  his  edu- 
cation. When  a young  man  he  removed  to  South 
Carolina,  and  in  that  State  was  married,  January 
27,  1857,  to  Miss  Susan  I.  Crawford,  who  was 
born  in  York  County,  S.  C..  June  9,  1837.  but 
after  a married  life  of  nineteen  years  she  passed 
from  life  on  the  3 1st  of  May.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Alex  and  Sarah  (Culp)  Crawford,  and  be 
came  the  mother  of  eight  children-  seven  daugh- 
ters and  one  son— -three  daughters  and  one  son 
being  now  alive:  Sarah  A.  (wife  of  George  P. 
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Spencil),  Ella,  Mary  J.  and  Daniel  E.  From 
South  Carolina  Mr.  Wilfong  removed  to  Bradley 
County,  Ark.,  in  December,  1SG0,  and  here  has 
since  made  his  home.  In  1 SO  I he  entered  the 
Confederate  service,  becoming  a member  of  Com- 
pany I,  Second  Arkansas  Regiment  Infantry,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in 
nearly  all  the  engagements  in  Tennessee.  He 
returned  to  his  farm  after  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
* ties,  and  now  has  about  fifty  of  his  500  acres  of 
land  under  cultivation.  He  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  has  always 
been  a Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

Charles  P.  Williams.  Among  the  representa- 
tive families  of  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  none  are 
more  favorably  known  or  more  highly  respected 
than  that  to  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  be- 
longs. He  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  nowr 
lives,  June  3,  18-10,  and  is  a son  of  James  Will- 
iams. who  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1790, 
emigrating  from  there  to  Alabama,  thence  to  Ten- 
nessee,  and  about  1836  came  to  White  River,  Ark. , 
and  two  years  later  settled  on  the  farm  where  his 
son,  Charles  P.  now  resides.  The  first  year  of 
his  settlement  here  he  aud  his  two  sons,  Hamilton  j 
and  Marmaduke,  killed  760  deer,  160  bears,  60 
wolves  and  30  panthers.  Twelve  deer  were  killed 
in  one  day  while  on  his  way  to  Camden.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  section,  and  al- 
though persevering  in  his  determination  to  make 
a home  for  his  family,  he  had  to  suffer  many  pri- 
vations and  hardships  to  accomplish  his  desires, 
and  for  a number  of  years  barely  kept  the  wolf 
from  the  door.  To  say  that  he  bore  the  inconven 
iences  of  pioneer  life  without  flinching  would  be 
stating  the  case  very  mildly  indeed,  for  to  the  cour- 
age and  intrepidity  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Williams, 
is  due  the  credit  of  opening  the  way  to  civilization 
hereabouts.  He  was  married  in  Alabama  to  Miss 
Mary  Owens,  and  after  her  death,  which  occurred 
in  Tennessee,  he  wedded  Miss  Jane  Brown,  a na- 
tive of  North  Carolina,  her  death  occurring  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Arkansas  in  1877.  Mr. 
Williams  also  died  here  in  1 867,  beloved  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  Of  six  children  born 
to  them,  Charles  P. . the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is 
the  only  one  now  living,  but  his  father’s  first 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  three 
being  now  alive.  Charles  P.  was  married  in  1863  to 
Miss  R.  E.  McKinney,  who  was  born  in  Missis- 
sippi in  1842,  and  to  them  was  born  one  daughter, 
Martha  J..  wife  of  Thomas  A.  Fowler,  by  whom 
she  has  three  children,  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  father.  Mr.  Williams  served  in  the  Second 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  Confederate  States  Army,  for 


four  years  as  a private,  and  was  in  the  engage 
meats  at  Shiloh,  Water  Valley,  was  in  all  the  en- 
gagements in  which  Price  participated  while  on 
his  raid  through  Missouri,  and  in  numerous  skir- 
mishes. Since  the  war  he  has  quietly  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming,  and  has  been  an  honest 
and  worthy  citizen,  having  the  county’s  welfare 
at  heart.  He  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  nearly  eight  years,  and  has  been  a 
school  director  eleven  years.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat. and  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic 
lodge  for  the  past  twenty-five  years.  He  and 
wife  have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  for  eighteen  and  twenty 
years,  respectively. 

T.  J.  Word,  farmer,  Warren,  Ark.  This  en- 
terprising and  much  respected  citizen  owes  his  na- 
tivity to  Coweta  County,  Ga.,  where  his  birth  oc- 
curred June  25,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Summons)  Word,  natives  of  South 
Carolina.  The  parents  emigrated  to  Georgia  at 
an  early  day,  aud  there  the  father  died.  He  was  a 
mechanic  and  also  carried  on  farming.  The  moth 
er  and  children  afterward  came  to  Arkansas  in 
1857,  located  in  what  is  now  Cleveland  County, 
and  there  she  died  in  1877.  To  her  marriage  were 
born  twelve  children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Samuel  S.,  Thomas  J.,  Robert  M. , Mary  (wife  of 
William  Howard)  Lizzie  (wife  of  Burt  Cram),  and 
the  wife  of  Linn  Waldruff.  T.  J.  Word  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Georgia,  and  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Arkansas.  He 
worked  on  a farm  for  wages  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war.  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  C. 
Fifth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  sur- 
render He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Perrv- 
ville.  Ky. , by  a gunshot  in  the  right  thigh,  break- 
ing and  shattering  the  bone.  He  was  captured  at 
Harrodsburg.  taken  to  Camp  Chase  and  Johnson 
Island,  where  he  remained  for  ten  months.  He  was 
then  exchanged,  and  again  joined  his  command. 
Returning  home  after  the  surrender,  he  remained  in 
Cleveland  County.  Ark.,  until  1872.  when  he 
moved  to  near  Warren,  and  is  now’  the  owner  of  500 
acres  of  land,  with  seventy- five  acres  under  culti- 
vation. He  raises  and  deals  in  stock  to  a consid- 
erable extent,  and  raises  some  of  the  finest  horses 
to  be  found  in  Southern  Arkansas.  In  fact  his 
principle  business  is  raising  and  selling  stock, 
and  taking  premiums  on  his  fine  horses.  In  1868 
he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Margaret  A.  (Bennett)  Ha- 
gan, by  whom  he  has  seven  children:  Marshall. 

Lela,  Mary,  Eula,  Cassie,  Ella  and  Ruth.  His 
wife  had  three  children  by  her  previous  marriage: 
James,  Eddie  and  Maggie  (wife  of  Robert  E.  Stub 
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lings).  Mr.  W onl  is  a Mason,  is  a Democrat  in 
his  political  views,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Word  are  mem- 
bers of  the  church. 

Nelson  B.  York,  a prominent  old  resident  of 
the  county,  residing  near  Johnsville,  Ark.,  was  born 
in  Lincoln  County,  Ga.,  December  12,  1811,  being 
a son  of  James  and  Jane  (Florence)  York,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Georgia,  and  died  in  Bradley 
County,  Ark.,  in  1805  and  1S04,  respectively, 
whither  they  had  come  in  1849.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  daughters  and  two  sons.  Nelson  B. 
York  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  State  and 
county  of  his  birth,  receiving  the  advantages  of 
the  common  schools,  but  in  December.  1S44.  was 
married  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to  Miss  L.  J. 
Watson,  a Kentuckian,  born  in  1825,  and  to  them 
a family  of  nine  children  was  born,  four  of  whom 
are  living:  Lownds  E.,  Charles  C.  (who  began 


merchandising  in  Johnsville  in  1880.  and  carries  a 
stock  of  goods  valued  at  $1,500;  he  is  a young  man, 
possessing  excellent  business  qualifications,  and  is 
married),  L.  J.  (wife  of  F.  L.  Jackson),  and  Eu- 
genie (wife  of  Samuel  W.  Godfrey).  Mr.  York 
has  been  one  of  the  “sturdy  sons  of  the  soil” 
throughout  life,  and  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow  has 
attained  his  present  valuable  property,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  1,400  acres  of  timber  land,  and  has 
fifty  acres  cleared  and  under  cultivation.  He  and 
wife  are  honored  residents  of  Bradley  County,  and 
have  long  been  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Although  seventy-nine  years  of  age,  he  is  yet  hale 
and  hearty,  his  memory  especially  showing  no  in- 
dications of  the  ravages  of  time.  He  has  always 
been  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  his  lirst  presi- 
dential vote  was  cast  for  Van  Buren,  in  1832. 
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How  blest  is  lie  who  crowns,  in  shades  like  these, 
A youth  of  labor  with  an  age  of  ease. — Goldsmith. 
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S the  most  favorable  im- 
pression of  a community 
is  generally  obtained  by  a 
glance  at  its  commercial 
centers,  it  is  perhaps  only 
.proper  to  enter  at  once 
a short  sketch  of 
Calhoun’s  towns  and  vil- 
lages. 

The  first  settler  at  Hampton  was 
Nathaniel  Hunt,  who  came  from  Ten- 
, nessee,  and  took  up  a location  at  this 
point  in  184S.  He  settled  on  quite  an 
,.jw?  extensive  tract  of  land,  which  he 
cleared,  and  of  which  he  made  a good 
farm.  This  land  stretched  aloDg  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Hampton  and 
W arren  road,  and  a large  residence 
that  he  erected  in  185b  is  still  stand- 
ing. and  is  owned  by  H.  A.  Pickett  and  sister. 

At  that  time  this  section  was  a part  of  Dallas 
County,  and  as  the  organization  of  Calhoun  County 
in  1850  included  this  district,  which  being  near 
the  center  of  the  new  county,  a site  for  the  new  seat 
of  justice  was  selected  on  this  farm  in  1851.  The 
newr  county  seat  was  named  Hampton,  in  honor  of 
Col.  -John  R.  Hampton,  at  that  time  a State  Senator 
of  Arkansas,  and  a brother  of  Hon.  Wade  Hamp- 
ton. After  the  selection  of  this  [dace  as  the  scat 
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of  justice,  the  settlement  of  this  vicinity  was  rapid, 
but  Mr.  O.  H.  P.  Black  made  the  first  settlement 
in  the  limits  of  the  village,  soon  started  a store, 
and  in  1851  was  appointed  the  first  postmaster,  an 
office  which  he  held  for  several  years. 

On  January  27.  1853,  the  town  was  incorpor- 
ated. The  following  petition,  and  the  rulings  of 
the  county  court  are  as  they  appear  spread  upon 
the  records  of  that  day's  proceedings: 

Petition  of  A.  I.  Manor  anil  others. 

Came  A I.  Manor  and  others,  and  filed  their  petitions, 
praying  an  order  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Hampton, 
under  the  name  and  style  of  the  Alderman  and  Town 
Council,  of  the  town  of  Hampton,  to  be  bounded  as  fob 
lows:  Commencing  at  a point  three  hundred  yards  east 

of  the  center  of  the  public  square  of  said  town;  thence 
running  north  three  hundred  yards;  thence  west  six  hun- 
dred yards:  thence  south  six  hundred  yards:  thence  east 
six  hundred  yards;  thence  north  three  hundred  yards,  to 
the  place  of  beginning.  Whereupon  Ihe  court  examined 
said  petition,  and  granted  the  prayer,  and  ordered  thd 
following  appointments,  to  wit:  That  Dr.  R.  B.  Archer 

be.  and  is  hereby  appointed  alderman:  and  that  N.  M. 
Hunt,  Capt.  G.  W.  McCowu,  O.  II.  P.  Black.  A.  1 Manor 
and  Dr.  1.  M.  Farrior,  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  mem- 
bers of  the  council. 

Mr.  Black  continued  in  business  here  till  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  and  had,  during  this 
time,  done  an  extensive  business.  He  sold  out  in 
1801,  and  raised  a company  of  soldiers  for  the 
Confederate  army.  During  the  preceding  years 
Hampton  had  grown  into  an  important  trading 
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point.  Alex  Manor,  John  Davis.  Louis  Ella,  1 
Dr.  J.  M.  Farrior,  Solomon  Altstile,  Joe  Strong  A 
I Bro.,  Tom  Dixon.  William  Thornton  and  J.  S.  ' 
Adams,  were  some  of  the  earlier  merchants.  They  j 
bought  their  stock  at  New  Orleans,  and  had  it  ! 
shipped  up  the  Ouachita  River  to  Little  Bay.  j 
j twelve  miles  distant.  During  the  war  business 
| was  nearly  suspended,  and  at  the  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities there  was  not  a merchant  in  the  place. 

The  first  firm  to  re-engage  in  trade  here  was 
| I.  B.  A G.  M.  Strong,  who  opened  a large  store, 
and  enjoyed  an  extensive  patronage.  Frost  A : 
Porter  soon  started  the  largest  store  that  Hampton 
has  had;  others  followed,  till  Hampton  became 
I a train  an  active  business  center.  It  was  reincor- 
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porated  in  18/1,  with  Dr.  T.  A.  Black,  mayor. 

Hampton  has  been  visited  by  several  destructive 
tires,  the  first  of  which  occurred  in  1804,  when  a 
company  of  soldiers,  burning  cotton,  accidentally 
set  fire  to  the  store  house  of  O.  H.  P.  Black.  This.  ! 
with  three  other  stores,  and  one  tine  residence  be- 
lono-ino-  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Estes,  were  destroved. 

rv  r~>  a 

In  1872  a colored  man,  who  had  been  accused  1 
of  an  attempt  to  murder  Thomas  Tatum,  was  con  j 
fined  in  the  county  jail.  In  February  of  that  year 
a mob  made  an  assault  on  the  jail,  which  was 
burned,  and  the  prisoner  perished  in  the  flames. 
The  mob  also  shot  Tom  Strong,  one  of  the  colored 
guards.  In  1882  another  disastrous  conflagration 
destroyed  the  stores  owned  by  S.  C.  Neel  A Co  . 
H.  A.  Porter  and  G.  B.  Adams.  In  November. 
1S88,  another  tire  destroyed  four  stores — Frost  A 
Cook,  L.  G.  Tomlinson,  Col.  J.  R.  Thornton  and 
Leonard  Porter,  being  the  loosers.  The  print- 
ing office  of  the  Calhoun  County  Courier  was 
located  in  Col.  Thornton's  store  house,  and  was 
also  destroyed. 

In  1884  the  St.  Louis.  Arkansas  A Texas  Rail 
' road  was  completed  through  the  northern  part  of 
Calhoun  County,  and  the  towns  that  started  up 
along  the  line  of  this  road  attracted  the  trade  from 
Hampton,  and  from  time  to  time  the  merchants 
moved  to  different  points,  so  that  Hampton  soon 
lost  its  commercial  influence  and  importance. 

The  business  at  present  consists  of  T.  N.  Means, 
drugs  ami  groceries;  L.  G.  Tomlinson,  general 
store  and  postmaster;  R.  G.  Harper  and  J.  C. 
Jones,  lawyers;  T.  A.  Black  and  Thompson  A 
' Thompson,  physicians;  J.  B.  Wood,  steam  saw 
and  grist  mill.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  has  a fair  church  building  and  a strong 
membership  hete.  The  public  buildings  consist  of 
a court-house  and  county  jail,  the  former  occu 
pying  a beautiful  situation  on  the  public  square  in 
the  center  of  the  town. 


Chambersville  is  situated  in  Moro  Township. 
It  was  around  this  place  that  the  first  settlement 
in  Calhoun  County  was  made,  and  the  first  store 
was  started  here  in  1840  by  Dr.  Bass.  When  the 
post  office  was  established  Mr. .Buss  was  appointed 
its  first  postmaster.  Some  of  the  earlier  merchants 
were  Cone  A McLemo're,  Stroud  A Cone,  Mr. 
Acruman,  who  also  built  a woolen  mill,  and  for 
several  years  did  quite  an  extensive  business,  and 
S.  C.  Neel.  There  are  churches  of  both  Methodist 
Episcopal,  South,  and  Baptist  denominations  here. 
Henry  Gray  is  the  present  merchant  and  post- 
master. The  village  derives  its  name  from  Cham- 
bers County,  Ala.,  from  which  locality  a number 
of  the  early  settlers  emigrated  to  this  point.  The 
surrounding  country  is  well  improved,  and  occupied 
by  prosperous  and  responsible  citizens. 

Summerville  is  a village  of  about  forty  inhab- 
itants, seven  miles  east  of  Hampton.  Some  time 
in  1800  Mr.  Willie  Summer  came  from  Union 
County  and  made  a settlement  near  this  place.  He 
was  soon  joined  by  a Mr.  Bruce,  and  in  partner 
ship  they  started  a store  under  the  firm  name  of 
Summer  A Bruce.  Soon  after  a Mr.  Hill  followed 
and  started  the  second  store,  and  the  place  became 
known  as  Summerville. 

Mr.  Summer  was  killed  in  Hampton  in  1801  by 
Dr.  Curd.  After  the  war  quite  a settlement  grew 
around  Summerville.  It  attained  to  the  dignity  of 
a post-office  station,  with  Mr.  William  M.  Hines 
first  postmaster,  and  for  a time  there  were  four 
stores  and  two  saloons  here,  and  all  doing  a fan- 
business.  The  railroad  built  across  the  northern 
part  of  the  county  injured  its  business  interests, 
and  most  of  the  merchants  removed  to  other  points. 
At  Summerville  at  the  present  time  there  are  two 
general  stores,  conducted  by  S.  V.  Wood  A Co.  and 
W.  F.  Miears,  and  two  drug  stores  by  Dr.  W.  B. 
Jones  and  D.  F.  Wilson.  B.  Edwards  is  the 
blacksmith.  The  village  is  surrounded  by  good 
farming  country : several  of  the  best  plantations  in 
the  county  are  in  the  neighborhood,  and  large  tracts 
of  land  are  under  cultivation.  B.  H.  Wood  is  the 
present  postmaster. 

Little  Bay  is  a landing  on  the  Ouachita  River, 
twelve  miles  south  of  Hampton.  It  was  the  land- 
ing for  freight  for  all  parts  of  Calhoun  County, 
before  the  Cotton  Belt  Railroad  was  completed, 
and  annually  shipped  large  quantities  of  cotton, 
as  high  as  10.000  bales  some  years;  it  was  a post 
office,  and  had  three  stores  and  a large  warehouse. 
The  business  has  entirely  disappeared,  but  the 
warehouse  is  still  kept  by  Dr.  C.  B.  Dunn,  who 
does  a small  forwarding  and  receiving  business. 

Farreses  Landing,  about  two  miles  below  Little 
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Bay.  was  at  one  time  quite  a busy  center,  with  two 
stores,  and  considerable  shipping  trade.  It  is  a 
deserted  post  at  the  present  time. 

Locust  Bayou  post-office,  in  River  Township, 
was  established  in  1870,  with  Jeremiah  Hollis, 
postmaster;  he  served  till  1883,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  J.  W.  Hollis,  who  held  the  office  two 
years.  Mr.  L.  F.  Bridges  has  held  the  office  since. 
McClendon  & Bridges  have  a general  furnishing 
store  here,  and  draw  a good  business  from  the  sur- 
rounding country,  which  is  well  settled,  rich  and 
prosperous.  A large  steam  cotton-gin  and  saw-  [ 
mill  is  owned  and  operated  at  this  point  by  L.  J. 
Hollis. 

On  the  completion  of  the  Cotton  Belt  Railroad 
through  Southern  Arkansas,  in  18S3.  a number  of 
large  saw  mills  was  started  along  the  line  of  that 
road,  around  which  have  since  grown  several  thriv- 
ing villages.  The  most  important  of  these  is 
Thornton,  in  Caswell  Township,  named  after  Col. 

J.  R.  Thornton,  of  Camden.  It  is  the  largest 
town  in  Calhoun  County,  and  has  live  general 
stores,  conducted  by  Marks  A Cone.  Louis  Harris. 
Richard  Files,  S.  Cone  and  the  Temperance  Hill 
Co-operative  Store:  two  large  saw-mills — Buchan- 
an & Co.’s,  with  a capacity  of  30,000' feet  daily, 
and  W.  B.  Pearson’s,  with  a capacity  of  25.000 
feet,  to  both  of  these  mills  is  also  attached  a com- 
mission store;  two  physicians — Dr.  Rernly  and 
Dr.  Robinson;  two  drug  stores — by  Dr.  Remly  and 
I.  Samuels:  A.  P.  Roe,  meat-market;  J.  M.  Stroud, 
proprietor  of  the  Stroud  Hotel;  S.  J.  Harrison,  pro 
pnetor  of  the  O’Rouke  Hotel;  R.  S.  Cone,  post- 
master. Thornton  is  a good  business  town,  with  a | 
population  of  500.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  1 
Church,  South,  and  the  Baptists  have  organized 
societies  here,  and  both  worship  in  the  Union 
Church,  erected  in  1888,  at  a cost  of  8500. 

Little  Bay  Mills  is  a station  on  the  railroad  two 
miles  south  of  Thornton.  It  is  a post-office,  and 
has  one  general  store  and  a large  saw- mill,  owned 
by  the  Little  Bay  Lumber  Company,  the  capacity 
of  this  mill  being  some  40,000  feet  daily  ; the  lum- 
ber company  also  owns  a large  commission  store. 

Eureka  Station,  on  the  same  railroad,  has  a gen- 
eral store  by  Glitton  Bros. 

The  Eureka  Lumber  Company  also  own  a 
store  and  operate  a saw  mill  with  a capacity  of 
some  30.000  feet  of  lumber  daily. 

These  four  saw  mills  employ  nearly  400  men, 
and  pay  out  in  wages  considerable  sums,  which  are 
again  used  to  support  the  trade  and  improve  the 
country  generally. 

Eye  post-office  was  established  in  1888,  with 
Mr.  Joseph  B.  Dunn,  postmaster.  This  office  is  j 


located  in  the  northwest  part  of  Folk  Township, 
and  Mr.  Dunn  is  still  serving  as  postmaster. 

Harbour  post  office,  in  Locust  Bayou  Township, 
was  established  in  1SS0.  Mr.  -J.  H.  S.  Harbour, 
after  whom  the  office  was  named,  was  the  first 
postmaster:  he  has  presided  over  the  office  since, 
and  is  also  engaged  in  merchandising  at  that  point. 

The  first  store  and  post-office  in  the  limits  of 
Calhoun  County,  as  now  constituted,  was  started 
by  W.  S.  Thornton  in  1S45,  at  a place  known  as 
Moro,  three  miles  southeast  of  the  present  village 
of  Chambersville.  This  place  was  merged  into 
Chambersville  a few  years  later.  Mr.  Thornton, 
accompanied  by  Asa  R.  Cone,  penetrated  to  this, 
locality  at  an  early  day,  by  following  the  old 
Checo  “Trace."  which  they  were  compelled  to  cut 
out  before  advancing  with  their  wagons. 

The  county  of  Calhoun  was  organized  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Arkansas.  De- 
cember 6.  1850.  It  embraces  an  area  of  610  square 
miles,  and  was  formed  from  Dallas  and  Ouachita 
Counties,  with  the  addition  of  a small  island  in 
Moro  Creek,  which  belonged  to  Bradley  County. 
The  first  county  officers,  who  were  elected  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1851,  were:  Jonathan  Davis,  county  judge; 
J.  H.  Means,  clerk:  Jeremiah  Hollis,  sheriff: 
James  Newton,  treasurer;  J.  B.  Dunn,  coroner, 
and  A.  N.  Avant,  surveyor. 

The  first  county  court  met  on  May  27,  1851.  at 
the  house  of  James  Riggs,  three  miles  north  of  the 
present  site  of  Hampton.  The  proceedings  of  this 
court  were  mostly  the  allowances  of  claims  for 
duty  at  the  recent  elections,  the  establishment  of 
road  districts  and  the  organization  of  townships. 
Bonds  of  all  the  county  officers,  and  of  a number 
of  constables,  were  tiled  and  approved  by  the 
court.  As  one  entry  on  the  records  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  court  is  of  interest,  showing  the 
plan  and  design  of  the  first  court  house  of  Calhoun 
County,  it  is  presented  in  full. 

ft  is  ordered  by  the  court,  that  so  soon  as  the  com- 
missioners locate  the  county  seat  for  Calhoun  County, 
that  A.  B.  Leary  and  R.  Earnest,  Esqs.,  he  appointed  com- 
missioners to  let  a contract  to  the  lowest  bidder,  for  build- 
ing temporary  court-house,  the  plan  of  building  as  fol- 
lows: 34x24  feet;  to  cut  off  by  partition,  10  feet:  then  bv 
cross  partition  to  make  two  rooms,  one  for  jury,  the  other 
for  clerk's  office  10x12  feet.  To  be  built  of  good  hewn 
pine  timber,  to  be  raftered,  and  covered  with  cypres* 
boards,  three  feet  long,  showing  one  foot;  to  be  10  feet 
high  from  sill  to  plate,  raised  on  18-inch  blocks,  four  to 
each  square  of  the  building;  floored  with  good  pme  11- 
incii  plank,  laid  down  on  10  strong  sleepers.  Two  inner 
doors  from  the  court-room,  one  to  each  side  room  with 
shutters,  and  one  outer  door  next  t he  square  with  shutters: 
a window  on  either  side  of  the  court-room,  and  one  to 
each  small  room,  with  shutters. 

It  appears  that  this  building  was  completed,  and 
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was  first  used  by  tlie  county  court  in  October  of 
the  same  year. 

The  members  of  the  first  grand  and  pet  it  jurors, 
to  serve  at  the  first  term  of  the  circuit  court,  were 
appointed  during  the  orignal  term  of  the  county 
court.  The  grand  jury  were  Duucun  McCollum. 
E.  F.  Strong,  James  Kicks,  Edmon  Tombs,  G.  T. 
Roark,  Henry  Wilson.  Moses  Johnson.  D.  Cham- 
bers, I.  Cocheran.  A.  K.  Cone.  I.  Marks.  H.  C. 
Bethel,  William  Steel.  Martin  Pickett,  William  F. 
Profitt,  Joseph  Oliver.  The  petit  jury  were  Will 
iamH.  Bland,  William  W.  Hall,  Mordeeai  Mitchell, 
Ira  Oliver,  Richard  Cross,  G.  I.  Box.  Harrison 
Hollingsworth,  James  Gibson,  Moses  Watson,  M. 
Williams,  I.  Stroud,  John  Clemmans,  W.  J.  Dunn. 
Mathew  Coulston,  Daniel  Thompson,  Walter  Dick- 
erson and  Henry  Skaggs.  The  names  of  the 
larger  number  of  these  jurymen  appear  prominently 
in  the  early  history  of  this  county,  as  its  most  re- 
sponsible citizens. 

The  earliest  settlers  within  the  present  limits 
of  Calhoun  County,  arrived  here  about  1 ST 3 — 1-3. 
They  settled  in  that  part  of  Dallas,  which  was 
stricken  of  to  Calhoun  County,  on  its  organization 
in  1850;  mostly  around  the  present  site  of  Charn- 
bersville,  others  soon  located  in  various  parts  of  its 
present  territory. 

From  the  earliest  time  of  settlement  up  to 
1850,  there  was  quite  a generous  immigration  of 
substantial  settlers,  coming  mostly  from  Alabama, 
Georgia  and  Tennessee.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  those  who  made  their  appearance  during 
this  decade:  Jerry  Dunn,  Allan  Dunn,  James 

Dunn.  William  Dunn,  Joseph  Dunn.  Ezekiel  Z. 
Dunn,  Ira  Oliver.  Zeptha  Oliver.  Thomas  Oliver. 
Jacob  Bull,  Robert  Earnest.  James  Ricks,  Bennett 
Harrell,  J.  H.  Means.  Newton  Means.  Jeremiah 
Hollis,  Augustus  Barker,  Asa  R.  Cone,  Thomas 
Chambers,  Stephen  Hearnsburger.  Lundy  Bass, 
Dr.  Bass,  Nathaniel  Hunt,  A.  B.  Leary.  B.  Blann. 
Preston  Davidson,  Calvin  Davidson.  -Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Davis,  David  Bunn,  John  Hanna.  Dr.  Huey. 
Moses  Johnson,  Stephen  Laws,  Martin  Calaway, 
Thomas  Nowling,  died  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years,  D.  H.  Tobin,  Johnathan  Davi«,  Joseph 
Graham,  P.  K.  Rounsaville,  Capt.  L Moore.  James 
Riggs,  Sydney  Riggs,  Thomas  B.  Newton. 

Quite  a number  of  these  old  pioneers  are  yet 
living.  During  the  decade  of  1850  to  1800  the 
immigration  to  Calhoun  County  was  strong  and 
healthy.  Appended  are  the  names  of  some  of 
the  most  prominent  and  best  known  of  the  settlers 
of  that  time:  James  Dickinson.  William  Wood.  8. 

G.  Abernathy,  Washington  Johnston,  Perry  Tom- 
linson, Andrew  L.  Black,  C.  C.  Hollingsworth.  J. 


W.  Frost,  John  Nettles,  Abraham  Nettles,  Dr. 
Ed  Moore.  Col.  Hugh  D.  Marr,  Capt.  I.  T.  Robin 
son.  Frank  Little,  Judge  Strong,  W.  J.  Pickett, 
James  Adams,  Benjamin  Teague,  W ilburn  May 
field.  Christopher  Brown,  Benjamin  Thomason, 
Col.  Met  L.  Jones.  Among  t hese  people  many  still 
survive,  and  descendants  from  nearly  all  are  now 
numbered  among  the  most  responsible  citizens  of 
this  county. 

Immigration  continued  to  increase  till  the  out 
break  of  the  war;  at  that  time  it  was  promptly  sus- 
pended, and  remained  at  a standstill  for  several  years 
thereafter.  It  gradually  showed  signs  of  being 
again  revived  about  the  beginning  of  18S0,  and 
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during  the  latter  years  of  that  decade  it  began  to 
flow  in  a constantly  increasing  stream,  mostly  from 
Alabama.  At  present  the  indications  point  to  a 
large  influx  from  various  points. 

The  forests  of  Calhoun  County  are  stocked  with 
rich  timber,  the  most  valuable  varieties  being  short 
leaf  yellow'  pine,  cypress,  oak.  red  gum  and  hickory. 
This  source  of  future  wealth  stands  almost  un- 
touched to-day,  and  is  only  awaiting  transportation 
to  find  an  outlet  to  the  markets  of  the  world.  For 
some  years  of  the  past,  rafts  of  cypress  logs  have 
been  floated  out  of  the  county  on  some  of  its 
streams,  and  staves  have  been  made  and  placed  on 
the  market  at  New  Orleans  in  the  same  manner, 
but  until  the  completion  of  the  railroad  no  lum- 
ber from  this  county  could  be  marketed,  and  con 
sequentlv  no  saw- mills,  for  other  than  to  supply 
the  local  demands,  were  erected  here.  When  the 
railroad  penetrated  the  northern  part  of  this  county, 
several  mills  were  at  once  started,  these  mills  have  a 
combined  capacity  of  about  30,000,000  feet  an- 
nually; they  give  employment  to  over  300  hands, 
and  as  a consequence  distribute  much  money 
among  the  people.  In  nearly  seven  years'  opera- 
tions, these  mills  have  made  but  the  slightest 
impression  on  the  timber  area;  there  is  room  for 
many  more,  and  profitable  remuneration  for  all. 

Stock  raising  has  received  but  little  attention 
as  yet,  although  inquiry  among  the  farmers  reveals 
au  almost  unanimous  desire  to  improve  the  grade 
of  their  stock.  The  wild  range  is  not  always  good, 
so  that  to  engage  in  this  enterprise  will  necessitate 
the  cultivation  of  domestic  grasses:  they  all  thrive 
here  in  a most  encouraging  manner.  The  climate 
is  so  mild  and  genial,  that  but  slight  protection 
is  required  for  stock,  and  when  this  branch  of  hus- 
bandry is  introduced  on  modern,  or  as  one  may  say. 
scientific  principles,  it  can  not  fail  to  be  attended 
with  success. 

The  .soil  of  Calhoun  County,  is.  in  the  main,  a 
sandy  loam,  with  clay  sub-soil,  running  into  a coarse 
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sand  and  fine  gravel  on  the  ridges:  in  the  river  and 
creek  bottoms  it  is  a fine  mold:  the  pine  fiats  are 
heavy,  craw  fishy  and  porous.  The  bottom  lands 
are  the  most  productive,  yet  from  the  inconvenience 
from  overflows,  but  little  is  under  cultivation. 
The  uplands  and  ridges,  though  not  so  rich  and 
fertile  naturally,  respond  liberally  and  promptly  to 
a small  amount  of  fertilization,  either  home-made 
or  commercial,  and  when  thus  treated  yield  abun- 
dantly. The  ease  in  which  this  land  is  cultivated, 
makes  the  result  of  a man's  labor  here,  at  least, 
equal  to  the  planters  in  the  river  bottoms;  for, 
while  one  man  can  tend  no  more  that  ten  acres 
there,  he  can  easily  tend  twenty  here;  so.  though 
these  uplands  have  been  generally’  looked  upon  as 
undesirable,  in  comparison  with  bottom  farms, 
actual  examination  reveals  the  fact  that  the  same 
labor  yields  the  same,  or  perhaps  larger  returns; 
that  the  health  and  water  are  better,  and  that  the 
laud  is,  at  the  present  time  far  cheaper,  facts  which 
all  prospective  settlers  should  investigate.  Gar- 
den vegetables  grow  almost  without  care.  Fruit 
of  nearly  all  kinds  does  well,  in  particular  the 
peach,  of  which  delicious  fruit  it  is  the  home. 
Small  fruits,  currants,  gooseberries,  and  all  kinds 
of  berries,  need  only  to  be  planted,  to  insure  such 
abundant  crops,  that  it  might  almost  be  said  they 
grow  spontaneous. 

Among  the  former  members  of  the  legal  bar  of 
Calhoun  County  were  several  who  have  risen  to 
prominence  and  distinction:  others,  though  not  so 
well  know,  were  sound  in  judgment  and  argument 
and  were  included  among  the  substantial  citizens 
here.  The  bar  at  the  present  time  is  represented 
by  the  Hon.  H.  L Harper,  a native  of  Georgia, 
and  J.  C.  Jones.-  Mr  Jones  is  a brother  of  Col. 
Met  L.  Jones,  in  whose  office  at  Pine  Bluff,  he 
studied  law  for  six  years;  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1878,  and  practiced  in  Pine  Bluff",  till  1885, 
wheu  became  to  Hampton;  here  he  is  now  enjoy - 
ing  a good  practice  in  Calhoun  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties. The  earlier  members  of  the  legal  profession 
included  Joe  McCullough,  who  was  the  first  lawyer 
to  settled  at  Hampton.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  he  raised  a company  of  soldiers  for  the 
Confederate  army,  and  afterward  represented  this 
district  in  the  State  Senate.  Alex  A.  Mason,  now 
in  Texas,  and  Met  L.  Jones,  who  came  to  Hampton 
in  1859,  were  also  practitioners;  the  latter  was  a 
graduate  of  Lebanon  University.  Tennessee,  and 
was  a gifted  and  educated  gentleman.  He  at  once 
secured  a large  practice,  which  soon  spread  through 
all  Southern  Arkansas.  He  also  raised  a company 
for  the  Confederate  army,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
war  returned  poor.  In  1806  he  was  elected  to  rep 


resent  Calhoun  County,  in  the  General  Assembly. 
On  several  occasions  he  practiced  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  at  Washington.  He  conducted  the  defense 
in  the  Congressional  .contest,  in  the  cases  of  Rogers 
vs.  Snyder,  and  Slemmons  vs.  Bradley.  Mr.  Jones 
was  retained  by-  Snyder  and  by  Slemmons,  and  was 
successful  in  both  cases.  In  1872  he  removed  to 
Pine  Bluff,  where  he  now  restricts  his  practice,  in 
the  main,  to  corporation  cases. 

T.  L.  Barron,  a brilliant  and  successful  lawyer, 
served  as  circuit  judge  of  the  Ninth  District  for  four 
years.  R.  J.  Thornton,  a son  of  one  of  Calhoun 
County’s  pioneers,  and  a self-made  man.  became  a 
prominent  and  successful  lawyer,  was  elected  to 
the  State  Senate,  where  he  was  retained  for  eight 
years,  and  now  resides  at  Camden.  O.  H.  P.  Rich- 
ardson, who  served  as  county^  judge,  was  also  rep- 
resentative of  the  county  in  1874. 

Among  noted  cases  and  crimes  in  Calhoun 
County,  are  a few  which  deserve  mention,  but 
fortunately  the  county  has  been  reasonably  free 
from  crimes  of  the  more  atrocious  character.  In 
the  earlyr  day-s  of  its  settlement,  quiet  and  order 
generally  prevailed.  During  the  period  of  the  war. 
the  evil  passions  of  the  times,  accompanied  with 
bad  blood  and  worse  liquor,  resulted  in  a short 
calendar  of  bloody  deed  During  the  unsettled 
yrearsof  "reconstruction,”  though  Calhoun  County 
was  not  placed  under  martial  law,  it  suffered  in  a 
slight  degree  from  the  excitement  of  the  times. 
There  has  never  been  a legal  execution  within  these 
limits. 

In  1861  Pleasant  Summers,  while  intoxicated, 
sought  a quarrel  with  Dr.  Curd.  High  words  and 
threatened  blows  passed  between  them,  till  Sum- 
mers cast  reflection  on  the  character  of  Mrs.  Curd, 
whereupon  the  Doctor  went  home  and  procured  a 
gun  and  shot  Summers  dead.  He  was  standing  in 
the  street  near  the  court-house  at  Hampton.  Curd 
was  arrested  and  taken  to  Union  County  for  safe 
keeping,  where  he  was  confined  in  jail,  but  from 
the  excitement  incident  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War,  he  was  never  brought  to  trial. 

In  January,  1867,  Dr.  Farrior  was  killed  in 
Hampton  by  Dr.  W.  I.  Stokes.  A difficulty  arose 
between  the  men  in  regard  to  the  cutting  of  a tree, 
and  Dr.  Farrior  tried  to  shoot  Stokes;  the  pistol 
failed  to  tire,  and  then  Stokes  stabbed  his  assailant 
to  death.  In  the  preliminary  trial,  in  the  justice 
court,  it  was  pronounced  justifiable  homicide. 

William  Yancy,  a somewhat  notorious  and  dis 
reputable  character,  was  arrested  in  this  county 
for  horse  stealing.  The  jail  at  Hampton  not  being 
considered  secure,  it  was  decided  to  remove  him  to 
Bradley  County.  While  on  the  way  he  was  taken 
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from  the  officers  hv  a mob,  and  banged  to  the  limb 
of  a tree  near  the  IV  Agio  Creek. 

In  1870  Mr.  Nathaniel  Hunt,  with  his  son 
Archibald,  went  to  Little  Bay  to  ship  a load  of  cot- 
ton. Young  Hunt  happened  to  pass  by  a pack  of 
houuds  belonging  to  James  Grant,  who  was  at  the 
bay  on  that  day.  The  dogs  attacked  young  Hunt, 
whereupon  he  shot  one  of  them.  This  exasperated 
Grant  to  such  an  extent  that  he  attempted  revenge 
on  the  boy,  and  was  pursuing  him  with  his  gun, 
as  Mr.  Hunt  interposed  to  prevent  further  difficulty, 
when  Grant  struck  him  on  the  head  with  his  gun, 
and  inflicted  an  injury  from  which  he  soon  died. 
Grant,  in  trying  to  make  his  escape,  was  caught 
in  Chicot  County.  He  was  indicted,  and  tried  at 
Hampton.  The  defense  was  conducted  by  Col. 
Met  L.  Jones,  and 'Grant  was  acquitted. 

In  1872,  as  Thomas  Tatum  was  riding  home 
through  the  woods  from  his  store,  he  was  tired 
upon  by  a negro  concealed  in  the  brush  by  the 
wayside,  who  expected  to  kill  Tatum  and  secure 
money,  which  it  was  supposed  he  had  on  his  per 
son.  The  shot  took  effect,  and  indicted  a serious, 
though  not  fatal  wound.  Mr.  Tatum  recognized 
the  negro  as  a former  slave,  had  a warrant  issued 
for  his  arrest,  and  he  was  soon  confined  in  the 
Hampton  jail.  In  February  of  1872,  the  jail  was 
destroyed  by  incendiaries,  and  the  negro  prisoner 
was  burned  to  death.  This  act  was  committed,  it 
was  presumed,  to  incite  the  negroes  to  revolt,  and 
induce  Gov.  Clayton  to  place  Calhoun  County 
under  martial  law.  The  perpetrators  of  this  deed 
were  never  apprehended. 

Joseph  Burnett  was  keeping  a saloon  iu  Hamp- 
ton in  1872;  he  was  looked  upon  as  a fearless  and 
reckless  man,  yet  not  willful  nor  dangerous.  On 
the  day  preceding  the  night  of  his  killing  he  had 
some  trouble  with  a negro,  even  shooting  at  him 
at  long  range.  A warrant  was  issued  by  Justice 
H.  F.  Durham:  he  was  arrested  and  gave  bond  for 
his  appearance  the  next  day. 

One  Wilkins,  a justice  holding  office  by  ap- 
pointment of  Gov.  Clayton,  had  recently  arrived 
at  Hampton  from  Union  County,  he  immediately 
took  exception  to  the  proceedings  of  Justice  Dur- 
ham, and  claimed  that  lie  and  a few  of  his  friends 
would  attend  to  that  case.  Burnett  hearing  of 
this,  asserted  that  he  would  submit  to  no  arrest  by 
them,  whereupon  Wilkins  summoned  a posse  of 
negroes,  and  that  night,  iu  company  with  one  or 
two  white  men,  and  the  negroes,  some  twenty  or 
more,  all  armed,  repaired  to  Burnett’s  house,  and 
called  to  him  to  come  out.  Burnett  responded  to 
the  call,  stepped  to  the  door  in  his  night-clothes, 
and  was  immediately  shot  down,  his  body  being 

48 


pierced  by  a dozen  bullets.  Indictments  against 
several  persons  were  found  for  this  crime,  but  no 
one  was  ever  brought  to  trial. 

Churches  are  distributed  at  frequent  intervals 
over  Calhoun  County.  Most  of  them  are  of  early 
organization,  showing  that  the  pioneer->  were,  in 
the  main,  of  religious  tendencies.  As  the  settle- 
ment of  the  county  increased,  church  societies 
were  formed  to  meet  their  needs,  till  at  the  present 
time,  Protestant  churches  are  scattered  freely  over 
the  county.  In  the  early  days  many  societies  had 
no  churches,  and  held  their  services  during  most 
of  the  year  under  arbors,  in  the  groves,  and  during 
seasons  of  inclement  weather,  at  the  house  of 
some  centrally  located  member.  Nearly  all  the 
different  organizations  have  fair  church  building-, 
now. 

Mount  Pleasant  Cumberland  Presbyterian, 
familiarly  known  as  the  camp  ground,  was  organ- 
ized in  1854.  Some  of  the  original  members  were 
J Hollis  and  wife,  J.  H.  Means  and  wife.  James 
Riggs  and  wife,  Mrs.  Ira  Oliver  and  Mrs.  Newton. 
This  church  is  in  the  northern  part  of  Franklin 
Township,  two  miles  from  Hampton.  They  have  a 
good  church  edifice,  which  was  erected  in  1871. 
Their  present  membership  is  about  seventy,  but  at 
times  in  the  past  they  numbered  over  one-hun- 
dred. some  have  died  or  left,  and  others  have 
joined  other  churches. 

Mount  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  is  located  in  Dallas  Township,  it  was  or- 
ganized in  1853,  and  the  first  services  were  held 
in  the  house  of  E.  Stover.  They  have  had  three 
different  church  buildings,  the  present  one  being  a 
fair  structure.  The  present  membership  is  about 
forty.  Some  of  the  earliest  members  of  this 
church  were  Jesse  Newton.  Jeptha  Turner.  Wiley 
Brown,  Jesse  Edwards. 

Hampton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
has  an  origin  that  dates  back  to  the  early  times. 
Their  first  church  was  erected  early  in  1850,  on 
land  given  to  the  society  by  Nathaniel  Hunt. 
They  now  have  a large  church  membership. 

Pleasant,  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  located  in  Polk  Township,  four  miles  west 
of  Hampton,  was  organized  about  1800.  Some  of 
the  first  members  were  David  Douhertv  and  wife, 
John  Hall  and  wife.  Wiley  Brown  and  wife,  and 
Eliza  Morrison.  They  number  a membership  at 
present  of  thirty  three. 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  located  near  the 
center  of  Polk  Township,  was  organized  iu  1800, 
with  Rev.  Pink  Calloway  as  first  pastor.  The  first 
members  were  principally  composed  of  tire  Saunders 
family,  George  Higgs  and  wife,  Thomas  Mauldin. 
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The  house  is  a very  fair  building  32x20  feet.  The 
various  pastors  have  been  the  Revs.  Smit  h,  Gardner 
and  Jones.  The  present  membership  is  about 
thirty. 

Taustina  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
is  located  seven  miles  west  of  Hampton,  in  Cham- 
pagnolle  Township.  It  was  organized  in  1883, 
with  J.  M.  G.  Douglas,  first  pastor.  The  first 
members  were  G.  A.  Priinm  and  wife,  \Y.  E.  Sil - 
liman  and  wife,  J.  M.  Dunn  and  wife,  Mrs.  Allen 
Dunn,  Mrs.  Z.  T.  Silliman,  and  Mrs.  D.  K.  Sil  - 
liman.  They  have  a good  church  building  25x35 
feet.  The  pastors  have  been  J.  M.  D.  Sturgis,  J. 
Armstrong,  R.  J.  Raiford,  J.  13.  Thomas,  R.  T. 
Riley,  and  C.  L.  Adams.  The  present  member- 
ship is  about  thirty-five. 

Ponder  Chapel  (Christian)  is  located  in  River 
Township,  and  was  organized  in  1889  with  Richard 
Crawford,  first  and  present  pastor.  J.  E.  Furr, 
John  Norris,  John  Midley,  William  Hollis,  Mr. 
Hill,  George  Furr,  John  Pyle,  James  McKay, 
Mrs.  Furr,  Mrs.  Norris,  Miss  Lou,  and  Mrs.  Har- 
rison and  Miss  Kate  Hollis,  assisted  in  its  organ- 
ization and  were  its  first  members. 

Moore’s  Chapel.  Methodist  Episcopal,  South,  is 
located  on  Little  Bay  and  Hampton  road,  inCham- 
pagnolle  Township.  It  was  organized  in  1857, 
some  of  the  first  members  being  Mrs.  Harriet 
Dunn,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Dunn,  Mrs.  Charlotte  McDonald, 
Mrs.  Little  and  Mrs.  N.  C.  Nettles.  Rev.  L.  C. 
Adams  is  the  present  pastor,  and  the  membership 
is  about  thirty-five. 

The  roster  of  the  four  companies  of  soldiers — 
th  ree  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry— recruited  in 
Calhoun  County,  shows  a remarkable  record  of 
fatality,  both  from  losses  on  the  field  of  battle,  and 
deaths  resulting  from  sickness  and  exposure. 
Very  few  of  the  400  and  odd  men,  who  joined  the 
Confederate  army  here,  lived  to  return  to  home  and 
friends.  Companies  A and  Iv  have  a wonderful 
record  of  severe  battles,  exciting  campaigns  and 
heavy  work,  from  the  first  year  of  the  war  till  the 
last,  or  from  Pea  Ridge  till  their  surrender  with 
Gen.  Johnston,  at  Greensboro,  N.  C. 

The  first  company  of  infantry  from  Calhoun 
County  was  raised  in  the  spring  of  1801.  It  was 
commanded  by  Dr.  Phil.  H.  Eckels,  was  known  as 
the  “Yellow  Jackets.”  had  a full  quota  of  men, 
and  was  wholly  recruited  in  this  county.  Capt. 
Eckels,  a physician  of  Hampton,  had  been  living 
here  several  years.  The  company  went  to  Little 
Rock,  when  they  joined  the  State  troops,  and  were 
afterward  transferred  to  the  Confederate  army. 
This  company  was  then  ordered  to  Western  Mis- 
souri and  Northwestern  Arkansas,  where  they  were 


in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge.  Their  operations  were 
confined  to  the  Trans  Mississippi  Department, 
where  they  participated  in  most  of  the  battles  of 
that  section.  Out  of  this  company  of  100  men. 
very  few  who  served  through  the  entire  time  of  the 
war' ever  returned  to  Calhoun  County. 

In  May,  1861,  the  next  company  (A,  Fourth 
Arkansas  Infantry)  was  raised  byr  Capt.  Joe  Me 
Cullough,  who  was  the  first  lawyer  to  settle  at 
Hampton.  F.  T.  Coonts  was  first  lieutenant;  Dr. 
Everhart  was  second  lieutenant,  and  H.  G.  Bunn, 

; third.  This  company  was  at  once  sent  to  North- 
, western  Arkansas,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Pea  Ridge.  In  this  engagement  they  lost  nine 
men,  killed.  Here  the  company  was  reorganized, 
and  Dr.  Everhart  was  elected  captain.  Private  T. 

A.  Thornton  was  elected  second  lieutenant,  and 
AY.  F.  Jones,  third  lieutenant.  The  company  then 
being  ordered  to  the  eastern  department,  were  in 
most  of  the  important  engagements  from  Corinth 
through  the  Georgia  campaign.  At  Corinth  their 
loss  was  quite  heavy,  and  at  Chickamauga  the 
company  was  badly  cut  up.  At  Franklin,  Tenn.. 
they  lost  nearly  one-half  their  men.  At  Rich 
mond,  Ivy.,  the  regiment,  of  which  this  company 
formed  a part,  captured  five  times  as  many  men  as 
they  numbered  upon  going  into  the  engagement. 

The  regiment,  which  consisted  of  ten  compa- 
nies of  Arkansas  troops,  was  reorganized  at  the  Ire- 
ginning  of  the  Georgia  campaign,  and  was  found 
to  consist  of  only  sixty  men.  The  flag  bearer, 
Capt.  Coonts.  was  made  captain.  This  company 
surrendered  with  only  fifteen  men  left  to  return 
home,  and  only  ten  are  now  known  to  be  living 
here;  they  are  T.  A.  Thornton,  Mose  Johnson,  B. 

B.  Johnston,  L.  J.  Johnston,  John  Johnston,  T.  J. 
Silliman,  John  J.  Silliman,  Andrew  Harcrow. 
James  Gilbert  and  AY.  J.  Bunn.  Col.  H.  G.  Bunn 
resides  at  Camden. 

On  October  15,  1801,  the  next  company  (K). 
known  as  the  “Calhoun  Invincibles,”  left  Hamp 
■ ton.  The  officers  of  this  company  were:  Captain. 

O.  H.  P.  Black;  first  lieutenant,  Joe  AYilbon: 
i second  lieutenant,  A.  AY.  Land;  third  lieutenant. 
Peter  B.  Johnson.  This  company  went  to  Fort 
Smith  and  joined  the  Fourth  Arkansas  Regiment, 
participating  in  all  the  battles  with  Company  A. 
and  was  one  of  the  companies  of  the  Fourth  Regi- 
ment when  that  regiment  was  so  reduced  that  on 
reorganization  they  had  but  sixty  men,  and  were 
formed  into  one  company.  . 

They  surrendered  with  Gen.  Johnston  in  North 
Carolina,  and  only  about  eight,  of  the  men  of  this 
company  returned,  of  whom  seven  are  yet  living 
in  this  county.  They  are  E.  A.  Hanna,  J.  AY. 
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Raiford,  Tom  Holmes,  Tom  IVeisinger,  J.  B.  Dunn. 
H.  C.  Black,  -F.  P.  Haynes,  T.  C.  Bass  and  J.  T. 
O.  Tibbits. 

The  next  infantry  company,  known  as  the  •‘Old 
Men  and  Boys'’  company,  Capt.  John  IV.  Evans, 
took  nearly  all  of  the  remainder  of  the  male  popu- 
lation of  Calhoun  County.  They  were  recruited 
in  the  spring  of  1.805.  were  marched  about  the 
country  in  this  vicinity  to  some  extent,  and  camped 
at  Camden.  They  were  in  no  engagements,  and 
were  soon  disbanded. 

Capt.  Alex  Mason  raised  a company  of  cav- 
alry in  this  county,  of  which  William  Oliver  was 
first  lieutenant,  and  afterward  captain:  C.  B. 
Marshall,  second  lieutenant,  and  Ira  Oliver,  third 
lieutenant.  This  company  left  Hampton  in  Feb- 
ruary, 186‘2,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  Corinth, 
Miss.,  where  they  arrived  in  time  to  participate  in 
the  battle  at  that  place.  From  there  they  scouted 
about  that  section  under  Gens.  Price  and  Van  Dorn. 
They  were  in  the  battles  of  Tallahatchie  Bridge, 
Iuka.  and  in  hundreds  of  minor  engagements,  and 
in  1864  crossed  the  Mississippi  River  and  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Mark’s  Mill,  in  Cleveland 
County.  Remaining  with  Gen.  Price  on  his  j 
famous  Missouri  raid,  they  participated  in  all  the 
battles  of  that  celebrated  campaign,  and  returned 
to  Camden,  Ouachita  County,  when  they  surren- 
dered in  the  summer  of  1805.  There  were  104  men 
in  this  company  at  the  start,  and  no  more  than 
seventeen  ever  returned  to  Calhoun  County.  About 
nine  are  still  living.  They  are  Ira  Oliver,  W.  E. 
Silliman,  Jeptha  Oliver.  Thomas  Oliver,  Lem  Pil-  j 
green,  George  Hornesburger.  George  E.  Hornes-  1 
burger,  Morgan  Hornesburger  and  Sid  Rigors.  , 
Capt.  IV.  M.  Oliver  resides  in  Hempstead  County. 

Met  L.  Jones  also  partially  recruited  a com- 
pany of  cavalry  here,  but  its  organization  was 
mainly  completed  in  other  counties,  and  its  opera 
tions  were  confined  principally  to  the  western  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  River.  After  the  war  Col. 
Jones  returned  to  Hampton,  where  he  built  up  a 
large  law  practice.  He  now  resides  at  Pine  Bluff. 

In  addition  to  these  companies,  some  twenty 
citizens  of  the  county  joined  the  Federal  army. 

There  were  no  military  operations  in  Calhoun 
County.  The  Confederate  soldiers  destroyed  the 
cotton  here  on  several  occasions,  and  a few  Fedor 
al  troops  passed  through  the  county  on  their  way 
north,  at  the  close  of  hostilities.  As  a conse 
<{ ueuce  the  people  suffered  but  little  from  any 
cause  except  the  drain  of  nearly  all  the  able 
bodied  men  from  their  midst. 

In  Calhoun  County  there  are  thirty -four  school 
districts,  each  of  which  contains  two  or  more 


schools.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  that  the  county 
is  well  supplied  with  places  of  instruction,  and 
that  a good  system  of  education  prevails;  indeed, 
the  people  are  unanimous  in  their  desire  to  build 
up  and  improve  the  grade  of  their  public  schools. 
Although  there  are  not  school-houses  provided  in 
every  school  district,  school  is  always  held  from  three 
to  six  months,  and  in  some  districts  ten  months  in 
each  year,  at  the  school  house  or  in  some  church 
in  the  district,  so  that  all  parts  of  the  county  are 
served.  It  is  highly  probable  that  the  growing 
interest  among  the  people  will  demand  the  erec- 
tion of  school  houses  in  all  districts  in  the  near 
future. 

The  county  examiner.  Mr.  T.  N.  Means  is 
striving  to  raise  the  grade  of  the  teachers,  and  to 
inspire  the  directors  of  each  district  with  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  prompt  and  full  reports,  so  that 
the  improvement,  as  well  as  the  actual  condition 
in  all  parts  of  the  county  will  be  at  once  apparent. 

The  appended  statistics,  from  both  the  county 
examiner’s  and  the  county  treasurer’s  reports,  give 
a creditable  showing:  In  1887  the  enumeration  was, 
white,  1,49ft;  colored,  984:  total,  2,424.  In  this 
year  there  were  thirty-live  teachers  employed. 
There  was  a total  of  $10,925.95  paid  over  to  the 
treasurer  for  school  purposes,  and  $5,218.95  paid 
out  in  teachers'  salaries.  In  1888  the  enumera- 
tion had  increased  to  2,494,  and  forty-nine  teach- 
ers were  employed.  The  receipts  this  year  were 
$1,000  in  excess  of  1887,  and  $0,027.91  were  ex- 
pended in  teachers’  salaries.  At  the  present  time 
there  is  a balance  on  hand  in  the  possession  of 
the  county  treasurer  of  $5,312.92  for  school  pur- 
poses. 

In  December.  1886.  Messrs.  Banes  A Graham 
started,  at  Thornton,  the  first  newspaper  published 
in  Calhoun  County,  with  the  name  of  the  Thorn- 
ton Tablet.  In  1887  Mr.  IV.  T.  Brickell  took 
charge  of  this  paper,  and  changed  its  name  to  the 
Thornton  Record.  After  conducting  it  until  July. 
1888,  Mr.  Brickell  sold  it  to  Pickett  & Tomlinson, 
who  removed  it  to  Hampton,  and,  on  July  5,  1888. 
issued  their  lirst  number  there, under  the  name  of  the 
Calhoun  County  Courier.  tlon.  R.  G.  Harper  was 
engaged  as  editor.  In  November,  1888.  the  office 
and  part  of  the  material  were  destroyed  by  fire. 
In  December,  1889,  the  entire  outfit  was  purchased 
by  J.  Houston  Peacher.  who  changed  its  name  to 
the  Calhoun  Courier.  Mr.  Peacher  conducts  his 
paper  as  an  uncompromising  Democratic  journal. 
It  is  bright  and  newsy,  and  is  doing  good  work  to 
encourage  immigration  and  promote  enterprises 
that  may  develop  the. resources  of  Calhoun  County. 

Calhoun  County  occupies  a position  south  of  the 
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central  part  of  the  State.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  Dallas,  on  the  east  by  Cleveland  and 
Bradley,  on  the  south  by  Union,  and  on  the  west 
by  Ouachita  Counties.  Its  eastern  boundary  is 
formed,  throughout,  its  entire  length,  by  the  Moro 
Creek,  while  the  Ouachita  River  flows  along  its 
southern  and  southwestern  border.  The  greatest 
length  of  this  county  north  and  south  is  thirty  six 
miles,  while  its  width,  east  and  west,  is  twenty-four 
miles,  and  it  contains  an  area  of  010  square  miles. 

The  streams  of  the  county  all  flow  in  a 
southern  direction,  which  divide  it  into  a succes- 
sion of  lowland  depressions,  between  low  ridges,  : 
which  have  a general  trend  of  north  and  south. 
The  county  is  well  watered  by  numerous  creeks, 
the  most  important  of  which  is  the  Champagnolle.  . i 
This  beautiful  stream  has  its  source  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  Dallas  County,  and  flows  south  through 
the  entire  length  of  Calhoun  County,  emptying  in 
the  Ouachita  River.  On  the  east  is  Moro  Creek, 
which  receives  many  tributaries  from  Calhoun 
County,  and  near  the  western  line  is  Locust  Bayou. 
The  Ouachita  River  was,  until  the  completion  of 
the  Cotton  Belt  Railroad,  the  great  highway  for 
travel,  importation  and  exportation  of  supplies  and 
produce.  Along  this  river  were  numerous  land- 
ings, where  steamboats  unloaded  the  goods  brought 
from  New  Orleans,  and  received  the  cotton  and 
other  products  for  the  return  trip.  Boats  still  run 
at  infrequent  intervals,  but  their  patronage  at  the 
present  time  is  light.  The  Ouachita,  however,  is 
a noble  stream,  and  it  contributed  greatly  to  the 
early  settlement  of  this  section. 

The  number  of  families  in  Calhoun  County  in 
which  all  the  children  have  grown  to  maturity  is 
large;  indeed,  the  mortality  among  children  is  very 
light.  Among  the  citizens  of  this  county  are  many 
who  have  lived  here  for  forty  years  or  more,  and 
who  claim  to  have  enjoyed  good  health  all  that 
time.  They  are  hale  and  robust,  and  their  phys- 
ical appearance  now  is  ample  proof  that  their  lives 
have  been  spent  in  a healthy  land.  The  countv, 
being  mostly  elevated  ridges,  is  creditably  free 
from  fevers,  and  any  one  contemplating  settlement 
in  Arkansas  may  rest  assured  that  tlmv  will  And 
few  localities  blessed  with  better  health  than  this 
county.  The  well  and  spring  water  is  soft  and 
noticeably  free  from  solid  matter;  its  purity  must 
be  an  essential  factor  in  the  county’s  health. 

The  following  is  the  roster  of  the  county  offi- 
cials of  Calhoun  County  from  the  date  of  its 
formation  in  1850  to  the  present  time: 

Judges — Johnathan  Davis,  1850-54;  John  C. 
Avants,  1851-50:  Michael  Yeager,  1850-58;  Alex 
Toney,  1858-00;  R.  B.  Earnest,  1800-02;  \Y.  S. 


Harris,  1802-00;  R.  B.  Earnest,  1800-08;  A.  S. 
Johnson,  1808-72;  W.  R.  Pickett,  1874-70;  John 
J.  Harris,  1870-82;  O.  H.  P.  Richardson,  1882-30; 
W.  J.  Bunn,  1880—88;  R.  F.  Dedman,  1888—90. 

Clerks  — J.  11  Means,  1850-00;  Alex  Mason, 
1860-00;  J.  II.  Means,  -1800—74;  W.  J.  Bunn, 
1874-84;  II.  A.  Pickett.  1884-90. 

Sheriffs— Jeremiah  Hollis,  1850-50;  A.  J.  Bar- 
ker, 1850-00;  J.  M Brown,  1800-02;  A.  G.  Bar- 
ker, 1802-08;  John  Gardner,  1808-72;  A.  H. 
Cone,  1872-80;  W,  S.  Evins,  1880-80;  \V.  A. 
Tomlinson,  1880-90. 

Treasurers — James  Newton,  1850-54;  W.  A. 
Thomas,  1854-50;  James  Newton,  1850-00;  E. 
J.  Riggs.  1800-06;  \V.  B.  Stringfellow,  1800-08: 
John  H.  Haslan,  1 SOS-71 ; Henry  F.  Durham. 
18/1-72;  John  B.  Cook,  1872-82;  C.  Y.  Murray, 
1882-80:  James  B.  Wood,  1880-90. 

Coroners— J.  B.  Dunn,  1850-52;  A.  S.  Lidion, 
1 852-54 ; A.  Shoemaker,  1854-50;  E.  J.  Riggs, 
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1856-58;  Harvey  Oliver,  185S-00;  \V.  B.  String- 
fellow,  1800-02:  W.  G.  Hollingsworth,  1802-00; 

S.  Allshul,  1800-68;  W.  G.  Smith,  1872-74;  N. 
W.  Thompson,  1874-70;  J.  S.  Mitchell.  1870-78; 
C.  5V.  Davidson,  1878-80;  II.  P.  Shoffner,  1S80- 
82;  W.  W.  Jones,  1882-80;  George  B.  Adams, 
1880-88;  T.  N.  Means,  elected  in  1888,  but  de- 
clined to  qualify. 

Surveyors  - N.  T.  Avant,  1850-52;  G.  W. 
Johnson,  1852-54:  John  Frazer,  1854-58;  J.  H. 
Marks,  1858  04;  J.  H.  Marks,  Jr.,  1804-08;  II 
F.  Durham.  1 SOS-72 ; G.  B.  Talbot,  1872-74;  J. 
11.  Markk,  1874-70;  W.  Robertson.  1870-78;  II. 
C.  Black,  1878-80;  F.  E.  Tobin,  1880-82;  H.  C. 
Black,  1882-90. 

Assessors  -T.  A.  Black,  1804-00:  J.  R.  Webb. 
1808-70;  L.  Ivy,  1870-72;  C.  D.  Tobin.  1872-74; 

T.  C.  Bass,  1S74-S0:  William  McDonald,  1880- 
82;  T.  C.  Bass,  1882-84;  William  McDonald. 
1 884—80 ; W.  S.  Cottrell,  1880-90. 

Calhoun  County  has  been  represented  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  the  following  mem- 
bers: In  1852-53  William  S.  Thornton;  from 
1854-55,  J.  J.  Harris;  1850-57.  W.  H.  Ashley; 
1858-59,  Willis  Robertson;  1800-01,  Elam  W ill- 
iams; 1802,  B.  T.  Teague;  1804-05,  E.  A.  Acru 
man;  1800-07,  M.  L.  Jones;  1 SOS-69,  Calhoun 
with  Union  County  formed  the  Sixteenth  District, 
and  was  represented  by  R.  F.  Catterson  and  Lo 
vinskilvy;  1871.  Thomas  Gray  and  Alexander  Ma- 
son; 1873,  W.  Robertson  and  W.  W.  Colt;  1874.  B. 
W.  Johnson  and  O.  P.  Richardson.  In  1874-75 
Calhoun  County  was  represented  by  Mose.  Hill, 
re-elected  and  served  in  1877;  1879,  O.  II.  P. 
Richardson;  1881,  J.  G.  Hill;  1883,  Green  B. 
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Talbot;  1885,  11.  G.  Harper;  18S7,  S.  L.  Owens; 
1889,  G.  \V.  Dickerson. 

The  Senators  from  this  senatorial  district  have, 
been  A.  S.  Huey,  J.  H.  Scrogin,  -J.  B.  McCulloch, 
E.  H.  Whitfield,  W.  H.  Harper,  John  R.  Fellows, 

H.  A.  Melle'n,  J.  H.  Askew,  W.  A.  Colt,  C. 
Thrower,  J.  K.  Thornton,  J.  W.  Meek. 

Delegate  to  the  State  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion in  1871.  B.  W.  Johnson. 

Secret  societies  are  well  sustained  in  this  locality. 
Moro  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  51.,  situated  three  miles 
south  of  Summerville,  was  organized  in  1800. 
Some  of  the  charter  members  were  Isaac  Strong, 
master;  William  M.  Hines,  Wiley  Bunn,  Rev. 
Green  B.  Talbot,  J.  H.  Lloyd,  J.‘  R.  Webb  and 
William  Wood.  The  names  of  the  officers  at  the  i 
present  time  are  J.  B.  Watson,  W.  51. ; Joseph 
Andrew,  S.  5V. ; Joseph  Daniels,  J.  W. ; Bennett 
Harrell,  Treas. ; W.  J.  Cravin,  Sec.;  James  Gil- 
bert, S.  D.  ; A.  J.  Harerow,  J.  D.  and  B.  Ed 
wards,  Tyler.  This  lodge  has  a good  working 
membership,  and  includes  among  its  members 
many  bright  and  enthusiastic  5Iasons;  it  is  the 
only  5Iasonie  organization  in  the  county  at  the 
present  time. 

On  the  erection  of  the  separate  county  of  Cal- 
houn from  portions  of  the  territory  of  surrounding 
counties,  James  Ricks  and  Daniel  H.  Tobin  were 
appointed  commissioners  to  select  the  site  for  the 
seat  of  justice.  A 5Ir.  James  Riggs  owned  a tine 
farm  three  miles  north  of  the  present  site  of  Hamp- 
ton, on  which  there  was  an  excellent  spring. 
The  first  county  court  met  at  the  house  of  5Ir. 
Riggs  in  5Iay,  1851,  and  it  was  soon  generally  con- 
cluded that  that  locality  was  the  most  suitable  for 
the  permanent  county  seat.  5Ir.  Riggs,  however, 
was  adverse  to  having  a town  grow  up  on  his  prem- 
ises, and  refused  to  donate  or  sell  land  for  that 
purpose;  so  that  location  was  abandoned.  51 r. 
Nathaniel  Hunt  then  offered  to  give  to  the  county 
sufficient  land  from  his  farm  if  they  would  make 
the  location  there.  The  proposition  of  5Ir.  Hunt 
was  accepted,  and  the  location  for  the  permanent 
seat  of  justice  of  Calhoun  County  was  decided  upon 
and  named  Hampton. 

In  5Ir.  Hunt's  deed  to  the  commissioners  oc- 
curs this  description  of  the  plat:  * * * "That 

I,  Nathaniel  51.  Hunt,  of  the  county  of  Calhoun, 
in  consideration  of  five  dollars  to  me  paid  by  Daniel 
H.  Tobiu  and  James  Ricks,  commissioners  of  the 
county  of  Calhoun,  *****  released  and 
assigned,  and  by  these  presents  I do  hereby  grant, 
release  and  assign  to  them,  the  said  Daniel  H. 
Tobin  and  James  Ricks,  *****  all 
that  parcel  of  land  and  estate  situate  in  the  town 


of  Hampton,  county  of  Calhoun  and  State  uf 
Arkansas,  and  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 
Commencing  twenty- four  rods  west  of  the  north 
east  corner  of  the  northeast  fractional  quarter 
of  (Section)  No.  6.  Town  No.  14,  south  of  Range 
13  west;  then  40  rods  south,  and  then  40  rods 
j west,  and  then  40  rods  north,  and  then  40  rods 
. east  of  the  aforesaid  fractional  quarter,  with  all 
i the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging. 
To  have  and  to  hold  the  aforegrantecl  premises  to 
them,  the  said  Daniel  H.  Tobin  and  James  Ricks, 
and  to  the  survivors  of  them  forever,  to  the  use  and 
upon  the  special  trust  and  confidence,  as  follows, 
and  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever,  that  is  to  say, 
that  the  said  Daniel  H.  Tobin  and  James  Ricks, 
commissioners  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  will  from 
henceforth  forever  permit  the  County  of  Calhoun 
to  enjoy  the  rents  and  profits  of  said  tract  or  par- 
cel of  land,  or  to  receive  and  enjoy  the  amount 
arising  from  the  sale  of  said  tract,”  etc. 

When  the  Cotton  Belt  Railroad  was  completed 
in  1883,  the  town  of  Thornton  soon  received  quite 
a healthy  growth.  It  is  situated  in  Caswell  Town- 
ship, in  the  extreme  northwestern  part  of  the 
j county,  yet  there  has  been  some  agitation  among 
! the  people  of  that  part  of  the  county  to  remove  the 
| seat  of  justice  to  that  place;  they  claim  that  as  it 
j is  a railroad  town  it  will  continue  to  grow  in  im- 
portance, and  seem  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  a^ 
it  is  in  a corner  of  the  county  it  is  unfavorably  situ- 
ated for  the  seat  of  justice. 

The  county  court  held  its  first  two  sessions, 
those  of  5Iav  and  July  of  1851,  at  the  house  of 
5Ir.  Riggs,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  latter  term, 
adjourned  to  meet  at  Hampton  in  October.  In 
the  meantime  a temporary  court  house  had  been 
erected  there;  this  building  is  described  elsewhere. 
This  log  court-house  was  used  until  1859,  when 
■84.000  was  appropriated  by  the  county  court  to 
erect  a new  building.  Jacob  A.  5Iurph,  Bennett 
Harrell  and  Jacob  A.  Bull  were  appointed  build- 
ins:  commissioners.  These  gentlemen  soon  awarded 
the  contract  to  5Iilton  & Evans,  who  completed 
the  building  in  due  time;  it  was  accepted  by  the 
commissioners,  and  by  them  turned  over  to  the 
county  through  the  county  court.  The  building  is 
situated  on  a natural  building  site,  an  elevated 
knoll  in  the  center  of  the  public  scpiare.  It  i>  a 
large,  frame,  two- story  structure.  The  upper  story 
is  used  entirely  for  the  court  room:  on  the  lower 
floor  are  four  large  offices,  devoted  to  the  uses  of 
the  county  officials  The  building  is  conspicuous, 
aud  as  the  square  is  in  the  center  of  the  town  and 
ornamented  with  shade  trees,  it  lends  an  appear 
ance  of  taste  and  beauty  to  the  village. 
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On  October  30,  1851,  on  the  petition  of  J.  Hol- 
lis, the  county  court  passed  an  order  to  erect  a 
county  jail.  A.  B.  Leary,  Christopher  Brown  and 
N.  T.  Avant  were  appointed  commissioners  for  the 
work.  The  building,  a strong  and  substantial  one 
of  hewn  Jogs,  was  soon  completed,  and  answered 
the  purpose  well  till  1872,  when  it  was  burned  by 
unknown  incendiaries,  and  together  with  its  de- 
struction. a negro  prisoner  confined  within,  lost  his 
life  in  the  flames. 

The  second  and  present  jail  of  this  county  was 
ordered  by  the  county  court  to  be  built  soon  after 
the  destruction  of  the  first.  Lovinski  Ivy  was  ap 
pointed  commissioner  for  jail  construction,  April 
24,  1872,  Green  & Son,  of  Little  Rock,  furnished 
the  design,  aud  the  commissioners  soon  gave  the 
contract  for  its  construction,  to  J.  H.  Scroggins, 
for  the  sum  of  84.800:  payment  was  made  in 
county  bonds.  The  building,  a one-story  brick. 
18x18  feet,  was  constructed  with  two  cells.  It  is 
sealed  with  oak  plank  one  and  one-fourth  inches 
thick,  and  studded  with  nails  at  every  square  inch; 
over  this  covered  another  thickness  of  plank  at 
right  angles,  and  also  driven  full  of  nails.  The  in- 
terior design  has  been  changed  from  the  original, 
and  it  now  contains  a strong,  iron  cage  cell.  When 
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the  sheriff  confines  a prisoner  in  this  jail,  there  is  no 
doubt  of  his  security,  yet  to  the  credit  of  Calhoun 
County  be  it  said  that  their  use  for  this  jail  is  si  ight. 

The  value  of  the  county  scrip  of  Calhoun 
County,  has  fluctuated  from  time  to  time,  and  from 
various  causes  to  a great  extent.  For  several  years 
after  its  organization  it  represented  a value  of  50 
cents  on  the  dollar.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
it  was  worth  about  75  cents:  during  and  after 
which  struggle  it  depreciated  rapidly,  and  during 
the  period  of  “reconstruction.”  it  went  down  to  15 
cents.  At  this  time  the  rate  of  taxation  was  ad- 
vanced to  a figure  that  paralyzed  all  county  im- 
provement. In  1873  the  rate  of  taxation  was  41 1 
mills,  while  the  assessed  value  of  the  county  was; 
about  8500,000.  From  1874  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  county  shows  a wonder- 
ful improvement,  the  assessed  value  of  propertv 
has  had  a constant  and  uninterrupted  advance,  and 
in  18S9  showed  a value  of  81,  120. 159;  in  that  vear 
the  rate  of  taxation  was  15  mills  on  the  dollar,  and 
the  county  scrip  attained  high  water  mark,  reach- 
ing a figure  that  represented  dollar  for  dollar  in 
cash. 

The  county  is  absolutely  unincumbered  bv  debt, 
and  the  number  of  farms  under  mortgage  is  credit 
ably  small;  indeed,  the  condition  of  the  people  of 
Calhoun  County  is  prosperous,  and  a wise  admin- 
istration of  their  county  affairs,  together  with  their 


own  energy  and  thrift,  are  rapidly  bringing  them 
wealth. 


D.  Walter  Bass,  a prominent  educator  of  Cal 
houn  County,  was  born  at  Chambersville,  in  1851. 
the  youngest  child  born  to  the  union  of  L>r.  Bass 
and  Miss  Eliza  F.  Porter,  a native  of  Georgia. 
His  father  was  a self-made  man;  he  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  and  left  home  in  his  youth,  and 
engaged  as  clerk,  in  themeantimeattending  school 
a few  months.  He  was  married  in  Georgia,  about 
1835,  and  resided  in  Harris  County,  that  State,  for 
a time,  engaged  in  merchandising;  then  he  went 
to  Chambers  County,  Ga..  in  1839,  where  he  also 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  resided  at 
this  place  until  1847,  when  he  came  to  Arkansas, 
settling  in  Dallas  County,  in  what  is  now  Moro 
Township,  Calhoun  County.  Here  he  started  a 
store,  the  first  in  the  present  limits  of  Calhoun 
County.  The  place  was  soon  given  the  name  of 
Chambersville,  from  the  fact  of  the  people  coming 
from  Chambers  County,  Ala.  Mr.  Bass  was  soon  ap 
pointed  postmaster  of  the  first  post-office  established 
in  this  county.  Here  he  lived,  doing  a good  trade  for 
that  time,  and  accumulated  quite  a nice  property. 
He  died  in  1853,  six  months  before  the  birth  of  our 
subject.  The  mother  died  in  1871.  Of  this  family 
there  are  now  nine  children  living,  and  ail  live 
in  Calhoun  County,  except  the  eldest  child,  Louisa 
Jane,  who  lives  in  Camden:  The  two  who  died 

were  twins,  and  died  in  Georgia  in  infancy.  The 
property  of  this  estate  was  lost  from  mismanage- 
ment. on  the  part  of  the  administrator,  and  our 
subject  was  reared  on  his  mother’s  farm.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  war,  when  the  schools  were  all  closed,  and  his 
educational  advantages  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  were  consequently  extremely  limited. 
After  his  mother’s  death  in  1871.  Mr.  Bass  went 
to  Camden,  and  engaged  as  clerk.  He  remained 
there  two  years,  and  then  came  to  Chambersville 
and  attended  school  for  one  year,  and  in  1874 
taught  his  first  school.  In  1875  he  re-engaged  as 
a clerk  for  the  first  part  of  the  year,  then  came 
back  and  attended  school  for  awhile,  and  then 
taught  school  in  the  same  settlement  that  he  had 
taught  before.  On  account  of  bad  health,  the  next 
year  he  was  compelled  to  rest.  In  1870  he  taught 
his  first  free  school,  aud  then  made  his  home  with 
Mr.  Wade,  for  whom  he  worked  nine  months  of 
the  year,  teaching  the  remaining  three  months. 
He  remained  here  for  three  years,  and  since  then 
has  been  teaching  regularly  in  this.  Dallas  or  Qua 
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chita  Counties.  At  present  be  owns  three  farms, 
consisting  of  BOB  acres,  which  he  has  purchased 
from  time  to  time,  all  in  this  county,  except  eighty 
acres  in  Dallas  County.  He  has  eighty  acres  un- 
der cultivation,  and  the  balance  of  the  land  is  cov- 
ered with  good  timber.  Mr.  Bass  is  an  enterpris- 
ing and  progressive  young  man,  and  is  doing  well 
at  his  vocation. 

A.  J.  Biggers,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers 
and  stock  raisers  of  Polk  Township  has  been  iden- 
tified with  Calhoun  County  since  1865.  Soon 
after  his  arrival  here  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Harriet  Joanna  Means,  a daughter  of  J.  H. 
Means  (see  sketch  of  T.  N.  Means);  he  then  bought 
forty  acres  of  wild  land,  on  which  he  at  once  com- 
menced improvements,  and  to  which  he  added  liftv- 
live  acres  more.  In  1873,  this  place  becoming  too 
small,  he  sold  it  and  bought  his  present  farm  of 
325  acres,  one  and  one-half  miles  northwest  of 
town,  100  acres  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  See- 
ing the  advantages  of  stock-raising,  he  soon  turned 
his  attention  in  that  direction,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  raising  horses,  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep;  he  has 
nine  head  of  horses,  among  which  is  a tine  Morgan 
and  Norman  stallion;  weight  1,204  pounds,  and  is 
sixteen  and  one-half  hands  high,  which  has  always 
taken  the  premium  wherever  shown.  His  cattle 
are  graded  Durham,  hogs,  Jersey  Bed.  and  graded 
Cotswold,  sheep.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Biggers  were  born  nine  children,  viz.;  May  E., 
Thomas  A.,  James  A..  Henrietta  J.,  Bob  51..  Frank 
M. , Margaret,  Anna  and  Lula  E.  A.  J.,  his  wife 
and  M.  E.  Biggers  belong  to  the  Christian  Church. 
Mr.  Biggers  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Union,  and  is 
an  active  and  enterprising  citizen,  at  all  times  work- 
ing for  the  good  of  worthy  measures.  He  was 
born  in  Tennessee,  in  1841,  the  sixth  of  a family 
of  seven  children  born  to  Alexander  and  Margaret 
(McBride,)  Biggers.  natives  of  Tennessee,  in  which 
State  the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing until  1855,  when  the  family  moved  to  Missouri, 
settling  in  Jasper  County.  Here  they  lived  until 
the  spring  of  1856,  when  the  father  went  to  Ten- 
nessee on  business,  and  died  on  the  steamboat. 
The  mother  died  in  Sharp  County.  Ark.,  in  1884. 
Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  farm,  remaining  at 
home  until  he  was  sixteen  years,  when,  upon  the 
death  of  his  father,  he  began  doing  for  himself, 
engaging  in  teaming  from  Carthage  to  points  north 
in  Missouri  He  followed  this  occupation  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Capt. 
Pott’s  company  from  Carthage.  Mo. ; was  soon  at- 
tached to  Talbot’s  regiment,  and  sent  to  Northwest 
Arkansas,  where  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Pea 
Bidge,  also  at  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  where  he  was 


; captured;  ho  was  soon  exchanged  and  was  in  serv- 
ice in  South  Arkansas,  but  in  no  more  battles. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
! Arkansas,  and  has  ever  since  been  a worthy  and 
j respected  citizen  of  Calhoun  County. 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  Black,  an  old  and  highly 
respected  citizen  of  Hampton,  was  born  in  Dixon 
| County,  Tenn.,  June  10,  1833,  the  third  in  a 
; family  of  eleven  children  born  to  A.  L.  and  Havel 
(May)  Black,  the  former  a native  of  Kentucky  and 
the  latter  of  Tennessee.  His  maternal  ancestors 
were  English.  The  5 1 ays  were  an  extensive  family 
of  Tennessee,  and  a number  of  that  family  were 
in  the  early  wars,  serving  at  New  Orleans  with 
\ Jackson.  His  father  moved  to  Tennessee  when 
about  twenty  years  of  age.  Plis  paternal  grand- 
father was  a pioneer  of  Kentucky,  traveling  over 
the  State  on  hunting  expeditions,  and  was  often 
the  companion  of  Daniel  Boone.  His  paternal 
grandmother  came  with  her  parents  from  Ireland 
j before  the  Bevolutionary  War  and  settled  in  Mary- 
land, where  they  were  compelled  to  submit  to 
; many  privations  and  much  trouble  from  the  Tories 
during  that  war.  Six  months  after  the  birth  of 
our  subject  his  father  moved  to  Arkansas,  settling 
1 in  Johnson  County,  where  he  entered  200  acres 
| and  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
j settlers  in  this  section,  and  took  an  active  part  in  all 
affairs  of  the  county;  he  was  elected  coroner  and 
| served  for  a time  as  sheriff  of  that  county.  He  cleared 
1 up  a large  tract  of  land  and  made  money  and 
became  independent.  In  1849  he  moved  to  Brad 
ley  County,  bought  a farm  near  the  Moro  Bay,  and 
became  identified  with  the  political  affairs  of  Brad 
! ley  County,  but  would  not  accept  office.  In  1858 
he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  Calhoun  County, 
where,  in  1 859,  he  erected  the  only  hotel  in  Hump 
! ton.  a large  frame  building,  which  is  still  the  only 
j hotel  in  the  place  and  is  now  owned  by  his  son,  the 
i subject  of  this  biographical  mention.  In  1870  his 
excellent  wife,  who  had  shared  the  vicissitudes  of 
his  pioneer  life,  died,  and  in  1871  he  married  a 
lady  in  Holly  Springs,  Dallas  County,  whither 
he  removed,  and  resided  there  until  his  death  in 
July.  1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  The 
direct  cause  of  his  death  was  a sunstroke,  which  he 
received  in  1885,  from  the  effects  of  which  he 
never  fully  recovered,  and  which  finally  caused  his 
death.  He  had  enjoyed  good  health  all  his  life. 
He  was  a well  known  character  throughout  this 
section.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on 
a farm  and  attended  a private  school  a few’  months 
in  Johnson,  but  when  the  family  moved  to  Bradley 
County  he  had  no  educational  advantages,  so  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years  he  concluded  to  leave  home 
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and  seek  bis  fortunes.  He  saddled  bis  borse  and 
rode  to  Van  Boren,  where  be  sold  bis  horse  ami 
attended  school  as  long  as  the  money  lasted;  he 
then  engaged  as  clerk  in  a hotel  for  six  months, 
and  then  went  to  school  again  until  the  money 
was  exhausted,  then  traded  to  some  extent,  and 
came  to  Chambersville,  where  be  attended  school 
for  ten  months.  Next  he  went  to  Bradley  County 
and  taught  school  for  one  term,  and  at  the 
same  time  began  the  study  of  medicine.  In 
1850  he  moved  back  to  Chambersville  and  con- 
tinued the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Will- 
iam Brooks,  at  that  time  an  eminent  physician  in 
this  county.  He  then  borrowed  a little  money  and 
went  to  Louisville,  where  he  attended  a course  of 
lectures  at  the  University  of  Louisville,  studying 
privately  during  this  time  under  Prof.  D W.  Yan 
dell.  In  March  of  1857  he  came  back  to  Arkansas, 
settling  in  Dallas  County,  and  began  the  practice 
of  his  chosen  profession.  During  this  summer  he 
married  Mrs.  Stevenson,  who  lived  only  two  years, 
dying  in  July,  1859,  leaving  one  child,  a boy, 
Andrew  L..  who  is  now  married  and  resides  in 
Texas,  where  he  is  engaged  in  speculating.  Mr. 
Black  made  Dallas  County  his  home  until  January. 
1801.  when  he  removed  to  Clarendon.  Monroe 
County,  remaining  there  one  year.  In  April,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  acting  as 
assistant  surgeon  of  the  Fourth  Arkansas  Regi- 
ment, and  was  stationed  at  Corinth,  where  be 
remained  until  the  evacuation  of  that  place,  when 
he  was  ordered  to  Aberdeen,  Miss.,  to  take  charge 
of  the  hospital  there.  He  remained  at  this  place 
until  the  end  of  August,  and  was  then  ordered  to 
the  Confederate  camp  at  Knoxville;  toward  the 
end  of  September  they  were  all  ordered  across  the 
mountain  to  Kentucky  to  join  Kirby  Smith,  our 
subject  going  with  them.  He  was  then  placed 
in  charge  of  the  ambulance  train  of  the  brigade, 
but  after  a short  time  returned  and  established  a 
hospital  at  Tazewell.  East  Tenn.  In  December  of 
that  year  he  was  ordered  to  London.  Tenn.,  and 
was  then  ordered  to  join  his  old  regiment,  which  he 
accompanied  to  Murfreesboro.  December  25.  1862. 
he  started  for  Arkansas.  In  January.  1863.  be 
was  ordered  to  establish  a hospital  at  Camden. 
Ouachita  County,  and  remained  here  until  Novem- 
ber, when  the  ladies  of  Calhoun  County  petitioned 
that  he  might  be  detached  and  return  home  to 
practice  there,  as  there  was  no  physician  left  in  the 
county.  This  was  granted,  and  be  came  to  Hamp- 
ton in  November.  1863,  and  has  since  made  bis 
home  at  this  place.  December  25.  1859.  Mr. 
Black  was  married,  the  second  time,  to  Miss  Mariah 
VV.  Ford,  of  Dallas  County.  She  died  July  22. 


1867,  leaving  no  children.  Air.  Black  was  married, 
a third  time,  in  February.  1868.  to  Airs.  Everetts, 

! nee  Drake,  a native  of  Alabama.  This  lady  is  still 
living.  In  1873  Air.  Black  returned  to  Louisville, 
j where  be  took  another  course  of  lectures,  and 
graduated  from  the  university  of  that  city  in  1874. 
He  has  always  been  active,  politically,  wherever  he 
has  made  bis  home,  and  has  done  much  work  for 
the  Democratic  party  in  this  county.  He  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  demitted  from  the  lodge 
and  Chapter.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellow's 
I organization,  aud  is  a member  of  the  AYheel  and 
! president  of  the  examining  board  of  physicians  of 
Calhoun  County. 

H.  C.  Black,  county  surveyor  of  Calhoun  Coun- 
ty. was  born  in  Union  County,  in  1845,  the  eldest 
| of  two  children  born  to  the  union  of  S.  F.  and 
Nancy  (Dobbs)  Black,  natives  of  South  Carolina 
and  Alississippi,  respectively.  His  father  went  to 
Union  County  in  his  youth  with  his  mother  in 
1839,  and  resided  in  that  county  until  1852,  when 
; he  went  to  California,  and  after  one  year  spent  in 
that  State  returned  to  Calhoun  County,  and  at 
once  commenced  business  in  Hampton,  in  partner- 
ship with  J.  H.  Aleans.  under  the  firm  name  of 
Black  & Aleans.  He  continued  in  business  here 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  war  Between  I860  and 
1865.  he  was  mostly  in  Texas  and  Alabama.  Iu 
1865  he  returned  and  made  his  home  with  bis  son. 
our  subject,  until  bis  death  in  1887.  The  mother 
died  in  1 882.  Our  subject  was  reared  mostly  in 
Ha  mpton.  where  he  attended  the  common  schools 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  when  be  enlisted  at 
Hampton,  in  a company  commanded  by  bis  cousin 
O.  H.  P.  Black.  They  left  Hampton  in  February. 

1862.  and  went  to  Northwestern  Arkansas,  where 
they  joined  the  Fourth  Arkansas.  He  was  in  the 
battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  then  to  Corinth,  Aliss. . Iuka, 
and  the  next  spring  went  into  Tennessee,  and  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Richmond.  In  November. 

1863,  be  was  discharged  on  account  of  youth  and 
returned  to  Calhoun  County.  He  soon  joined  a 
Texas  company  and  was  in  the  Trans- Alississippi ; 
was  in  the  battles  of  Pleasant  Hill  and  Alanstield. 
His  company  was  surrendered  in  Texas  in  AIay.1865. 
and  he  came  back  to  Calhoun  County,  and  for  some 
time  attended  school  at  Hampton.  Then  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  for  about  two  years.  In 
1868  he  purchased  a farm  of  160  acres,  on  which 
he  lived  for  two  years,  when  he  sold  it  and 
bought  another  farm.  He  lived  on  various  places 
until  he  purchased  his  present  property  iu  1386. 
His  farm  consists  of  480  acres  of  land,  280'  acres 
of  which  is  good  timber  land,  and  the  balance 
1 200  acres)  is  under  a good  state  of  cultivation. 
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His  principal  crop  is  cotton,  and  he  averages  one- 
half  bale  to  the  acre.  He  takes  an  active  part  in 
politics  and  votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  In 
1880  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  sur- 
veyor, and  is  still  serving  in  that  capacity.  He 
takes  a deep  interest  in  educational  matters,  anil  is 
one  of  the  active  and  enterprising  farmers  of  this 
section.  He  was  married  in  18(38,  to  Miss  Tabi- 
tha  Raiford,  daughter  of  Robert  J.  Raiford,  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  county.  To  this  union 
were  born  seven  children,  viz.:  Frank,  Carrie.  Henry 
(died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years),  Effie.  Mannie. 
Charlie,  and  Lulu  (who  died  in  infancy).  The 
family  are  all  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

William  Francis  Brandon,  M.  D.,  of  Moro 
Township,  Chambersville  post-office,  was  born  in 
Bedford  County.  Term..  November  23,  1824.  His 
father,  Francis  Scott  Brandon,  a farmer  and  Meth- 
odist preacher,  was  born  in  Halifax  County,  Ya., 
in  1804,  a son  of  Francis  Brandon,  Sr.,  who 
was  born  in  1750.  and  was  a soldier  and  officer  in 
the  Revolutionary  W ar,  under  Gen.  Washington. 
The  Brandons  were  of  English  and  Scotch  descent. 
The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  mar- 
ried, in  1822,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  Virginia, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Stanfield,  a native  of  Halifax 
County.  Ya..  born  in  1804.  This  Union  was 
blessed  with  fouiteen  children — seven  sons  and 
seven  daughters — only  two  of  whom,  our  subject 
and  a brother,  are  now  living.  Mr.  Brandon,  Sr., 
died  in  1852,  in  Haywood  County,  Tenn..  and  his 
wife  died  in  the  same  county  in  1870.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  eldest  of  the  fourteen  children,  and 
was  raised  in  Tennessee,  where  he  resided  until 
1850,  receiving  a good  education.  In  1846  he 
began  teaching  school,  and  followed  that  occupa 
tion  until  1850,  when  he  left  that  State.  He  then 
came  to  Pine  Bluff.  Ark.,  where  he  taught  five 
months.  Dr.  Brandon  began  reading  medicine  in 
Henderson  County,  Tenn.,  in  1847.  under  Dr.  John 
H.  Dickinson,  and  in  1851  he  began  the  practice  of- 
medicine  at  Plum  Bayou,  Ark.  He  practiced  his 
profession  almost  exclusively  until  1874.  since 
which  time  he  has  not  been  engaged  in  active 
practice.  He  practiced,  from  1852  to  1870,  in 
Bradley  County,  when  he  moved  to  Hampton. 
Calhoun  County,  and  in  1871  purchased  a farm  of 
400  acres,  about  seventy  of  which  are  under  cul- 
tivation. Dr.  Brandon  was  married,  in  1851.  to 
Miss  Martha  Drake,  great-grandniece  of  Sir 
Francis  Drake,  by  whom  he  had  one  child.  She 
died  January  5.  1852,  and,  August  12.  1852.  Dr. 
Brandon  was  again  united  in  marriage,  this  time 
to  Miss  Hearnsherger,  of  this  county,  though  a 


native  of  Georgia,  bv  whom  he  had  eight  children, 
two  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.  : Francis  S.  and 
William  H.  Politically,  Dr.  Brandon  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  formerly  a 
Whig,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Zach  Taylor.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Chambersville  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South.  Dr.  Brandon  has  been  suc- 
cessful as  a phvsician.  He  is  a good  honest  citizen, 
highly  respected  by  all.  and  justly  worthy  of  the 
esteem  accorded  him. 

Jacob  Bull.  The  short  sketch  which  here  ap- 
pears is  that  of  a prominent  farmer  of  Dallas 
Township.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Virginia,  born 
in  1810.  the  third  in  a family  of  eleven  children 
born  to  the  union  of  William  Bull  and  Ann  Turner, 
the  former  a native  of  North  Carolina  and  the  latter 
of  Virginia.  His  grandfathers,  on  both  sides. 
Martin  Turner  and  Jacob  Bull,  were  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  In  1818,  when  our  subject 
was  eight  years  of  age,  his  parents  moved  to  Cas- 
well County,  N.  C.,  and  in  1834  came  to  Alabama. 
Here,  in  1835,  the  father  died,  and  four  years  after 
he  was  followed  by  his  wife.  Our  subject  was 
reared  and  schooled'  in  Caswell  County,  N.  C.,  at 
tending  the  common  schools  of  that  State.  In 
1831  he  went  to  Alabama  and  remained  there  until 
1850,  when  he  came  to  Arkansas  and  settled  in 
what  is  now  Calhoun  County,  on  the  place  where 
he  now  resides.  He  purchased  320  acres,  slightly 
improved,  and  to  this  he  lias  added  until  he  now 
owms  405  acres,  300  acres  of  which  he  has  cleared. 
In  1851  he  erected  the  first  store-house  in  Hamp- 
ton for  O.  H.  P.  Black,  and  in  1S53  he  was  appointed 
as  one  of  the  commissioners  to  build  the  court- 
house. January  9.  1840.  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Eliza  H.  Means,  a native  of  Tennessee.  She  died 
July  4,  1852,  leaving  five  children:  Rufus  H.  (died 
in  1862).  William  (died  in  1881),  Edward  (married 
and  resided  in  Texarkana),  Isabella  (married  and 
living  in  Texas),  and  two  died  in  infancy.  In 
1852  Mr.  Bull  was  again  united  in  marriage,  this 
time  to  Miss  Masaniah  Wood  of  Bradley  County 
She  died  in  1862  and  left  three  children:  Evanna 
E..  Carter  and  Jacob  A.  Mr.  Bull  remained  single 
until  1867,  when  he  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie 
Barfield,  by  whom  he  has  four  children,  viz. : Sallie 
(died  in  1873.  at  the  age  of  five  years),  Harriet. 
Jennie  and  Mary.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bull  are  worthy 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  while  most 
of  the  children  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  Mr.  Bull  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity. 

Martin  P.  Calaway,  an  old  resident  farmer  and 
minister  of  the  Baptist  Church,  was  born  in  Georgia. 
May  2,  1835.  His  father.  Martin  1\.  Calaway. 
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was  born  in  Jasper  County,  Ga.,  where  be  was 
raised  and  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Smith,  a native 
of  the  same  county,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children 
seven  boys  and  three  girls — eight  of  whom — six  boys 
and  two  girls — are  living.  Mr.  Calaway  died  in 

t 1 ^ t ^ ^ 

Calhoun  County.  Ark.,  in  May,  1858.  His  widow 
died  in  September,  1SS7.  Iiis  parents  came  to 
this  county  in  1847,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  but  twelve  years  of  age.  Mr.  Calaway,  our 
subject,  now  owns  a good,  well-improved  farm  of 
160  acres,  about  sixty  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  since  1865. 
and  has  taken  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason.  1 
Himself  and  wife  and  all  his  children,  except  three, 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  - He  is  the  i 
father  of  ten  children,  viz.:  Lucinda  E.  (wife  of 
AY.  A.  Quillan),  Eliza  C.  (wife  of  William  Mosley ), 
James  A.,  Pinkney  N.,  Nancy  J.  (wife  of  Mr.  Un 
derwood),  Columbia  A.  (wife  of  AV.  O.  Thompson), 
Alary  C.  (wife  of  G.  W.  Sidle).  Laura  AY  (wife  of 
N.  P.  Johnson),  Thomas  J.  and  George  AI.  Air. 
Calaway  has  preached  the  gospel  for  over  thirty  j 
years.  He  organized  the  Alount  Pleasant  Church 
in  Huey  Township,  near  where  he  resides,  and  was 
the  first  minister  of  this  church,  over  which  he 
presided  until  1885,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  L.  0.  Myers.  He  is  a good,  honest  citizen, 
and  resides  about  ten  miles  north  of  the  county 
seat. 

George  Baker  Chambers,  farmer,  of  Jefferson  j 
Township,  Chambersville  post  office,  was  born  in 
Baldwin  County.  Ga. . November  22,  1841.  His 
father,  Thomas  G.  Chambers,  a son  of  James  Henry 
Chambers,  a native  of  Virginia,  was  born  in  Hali- 
fax County,  Ara.,  July  14,  1802,  and  died  in  Dallas 
County,  Ark.,  in  1875.  Early  in  life  he  moved 
from  A’irginia  to  Georgia,  where  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  and  farming,  and  was  married  at 
Alilledgeville,  in  the  latter  State,  to  Alias  Leoclica 
AI.  Smith,  a native  of  Adrginia,  born  in  Halifax 
County,  in  1814.  She  was  a daughter  of  Joel 
Smith,  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was 
taken  sick  and  died  in  the  hospital  during  the  war. 
They  had  a family  of  six  children,  but  live  of  whom 
are  living,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  fourth.  Airs. 
Chambers  died  December  18.  1887.  When  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  five  years  of  age.  his 
parents  moved  from  Alabama,  where  they  had  lived 
for  two  years  after  leaving  Georgia,  and  settled  in 
what  is  now  Calhoun  County.  Ark.  Chambers- 
ville post  office,  which  was  established  in  1846,  was 
named  in  honor  of  Air.  Chambers.  Here  it  was 
that  our  subject  was  reared  and  schooled,  but  ow 
ing  to  his  limited  educational  advantages,  his  edu- 
cation was  meager.  Part  of  the  time  he  rode  seven 
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miles  to  school.  He  resided  with  his  parents  un- 
til nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army,  in  Talbot  County,  and  served 
throughout  the  war.  He  was  in  the  battles  of 
Pleasant  Hill  (La.)  and  Poison  Springs  (Ark. ).  In 
1866  he  was  married  to  Aliss  Catherine  C.  Coun- 
cill,  a native  of  Arkansas,  born  in  1845.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Harriett  N.  Councill, 
early  settlers  of  Arkansas.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  five  children,  but  four  of  whom  are  living, 
viz.:  Thomas  G.,  Harriett  N. , James  H.  and 
George  B.  Air.  Chambers  has  been  a resident  of 
this  county  since  1848. 

Eli  Cornish  is  another  prominent  and  success- 
ful farmer  of  Calhoun  County,  Summerville  post- 
office,  Jackson  Township,  and  was  born  in  Drew 
County,  Ark.,  on  December  26,  1847.  He  was  the 
fourth  child  born  to  Calvin  and  Elizabeth  Cornish, 
who  moved  to  Arkansas  from  Alabama,  settling  in 
Drew  County,  where  our  subject  was  raised  and 
schooled.  As  he  was  growing  up  in  war  times,  he 
received  a very  limited  education,  and  began  doing 
for  himself  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  His 
principal  occupation  has  been  farming,  but  he  is 
also  engaged  in  the  saw-mill  and  ginning  business, 
both  sawing  and  ginning  for  the  public.  He  owns 
a fine  farm  of  160  acres,  with  about  seventy-five 
acres  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  He 
erected  his  mill  and  gin  in  1888,  and  has  success- 
fully run  both  since.  Air.  Cornish  was  married  in 
1872,  selecting  as  his  companion  for  life,  Aliss 
Sarah  J.*  Benton,  a native  of  Arkansas,  and  has 
six  children  living,  two  being  dead,  viz.:  Edward, 
Joseph.  Calvin,  Ruthie  L.,  Erner,  Eli,  Effie  and 
Robert.  Joseph  and  Erner  are  dead.  Air  Cornish 
served  in  the  late  war,  eidisting  in  the  Confederate 
army  in  an  independent  company,  under  Capt. 
Robert  Kidd,  in  1862,  and  continued  to  serve  as 
private  until  the  close  of  the  war,  engaging  in  sev- 
eral skirmishes,  but  in  no  active  battles.  Air. 
Cornish  is  a member  of  the  Jackson  AYheel  (one  of 
Calhoun  County’s  subordinate  wheels.  He  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  does  not  take  an 
active  interest  in  politics.  He  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  this  section,  and  is  a liberal  sub- 
scriber to  all  worthy  public  enterprises. 

AA7illiam  Jasper  Craven  is  a resident  of  Calhoun 
County,  Summersville  post-office,  J ackson  Township, 
and  was  born  June  29.  1849.  His  parents,  George 
AV.  and  Agnes  M.  (AVebb)  Craven,  came  from  Bibb 
County,  Ala.,  to  Union  County,  Ark.,  about  1849, 
and  here  it  was  that  our  subject  was  born,  the  eld- 
est of  a family  of  five  children,  viz.:  AVilliam  J., 
Elizabeth,  Amanda,  Alary  Jane  and  Columbus. 
The  latter  died  in  July,  1S63.  The  subject  of  this 


~v 


. 


' 

' 

. 

. 


' 

■ 

' 


CALHOUN  COUNTY 


short  sketch  commenced  doing  for  himself  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  selecting  farming  as  his 
occupation.  He  owns  a farm  of  ‘240  acres,  with 
eighty  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Craven  was  mar 
ried  in  1S73.  to  Miss  Martha  L.  Kicks,  a daughter 
of  •) . D.  and  Martha  M.  Kicks,  who  came  from 
North  Carolina  about  1848,  and  settled  in  Calhoun 
County.  To  this  union  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren, all  living,  viz.:  Martha  A.,  James  David. 
Will  iam  A.,  Annetta  M. , Robert  J.  and  Carrie  L. 
Although  taking  no  active  part  in  the  politics  of 
his  county,  Mr.  Craven  is  a stanch  Democrat.  He 
is  at  present  serving  as  magistrate:  was  first 
elected  in  1874,  and  has  served  ever  since,  with  the 
exception  of  two  years,  when  he  was  elected,  but 
resigned.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
also  of  the  Farmers’  Alliance  and  Industrial  Union. 
Mr.  Craven  takes  a deep  interest  in  all  things  that 
concern  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resides. 

Daniel  West  Dawson,  a farmer  of  Jefferson 
Township,  Chambersville  post  office.  The  above 
named  gentleman  was  born  in  Tennessee,  Novem- 
ber 27,  1832,  son  of  Jonathan  Dawson,  a farmer, 
who  was  born  and  raised  in  Tennessee.  He  died 
in  Mississippi,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
but  a small  boy.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (West)  Daw- 
son. was  born  and  raised  in  Alabama.  When  our 
subject  was  still  quite  small,  his  mother  moved  the 
family  from  Mississippi  to  Arkansas  County.  Ark., 
resided  there  a few  years,  and  then  went  to  Hot 
Springs  County,  where  she  died  in  1802.  She 
was  the  mother  of  six  children — live  boys  and  one 
girl — but  three  of  whom — two  sons  and  the  daugh- 
ter— are  now  living.  Our  subject  was  the  fourth 
child.  He  wms  mostly  raised  in  Arkansas,  in  which 
State  he  was  also  educated,  receiving  only  a small 
amount  of  schooling,  as  he  was  the  oldest  boy 
living  at  that  time,  ami  had  to  work  to  help  his 
mother  support  the  family.  He  resided  with  his 
mother,  until  he  reached  his  majority,  when  he 
began  farming  for  himself.  In  March.  1853.  he 
married  Miss  M.  C.  Callaway,  daughter  of  Martin 
and  Eliza  Callaway,  born  in  Georgia,  August  1. 
1837.  The  result  of  this  union  was  four  children, 
all  girls,  all  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.  : Martha 
A.  (wife  of  T.  J.  McManus),  Serena  (wife  of  Joseph 
Jones), Susan  C.  (wife  of  W illiam  Cook). and  Fanny 
(wife  of  W.  K.  Turner).  In  April,  1862, our  subject 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  in  McNally’s 
Company,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  he  returned  to  his  farm.  Politically,  our 
subject  is  and  always  has  been  a Democrat,  casting 
his  first  vote  for  Buchanan.  Both  he  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


South.  He  resides  about  eleven  miles  north  of 
the  county,  seat,  and  has  been  a resident  of  this 
county,  since  1852.  He  has  360  acres  of  land, 
about  eighty  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  He  is 
a good  honest  citizen,  taking  an  active  interest  in 
schools,  and  all  public  enterprises. 

Robert  F.  Dedmau,  county  judge  of  Calhoun 
County,  and  a prominent  farmer  of  this  section, 
was  born  in  Alabama,  iu  1850,  the  second  in  a 
family  of  seven  children  born  to  Richard  D.  and 
Parmelia  A.  (Marshall)  Dedman,  natives  of  Ala- 
bama. in  which  State  the  father  followed  farming, 
until  1850.  He  then  moved  to  Arkansas,  settling 
in  Dallas  County,  where  he  bought  and  entered 
some  600  acres  of  slightly  improved  land.  He  at 
once  commenced  an  extensive  scale  of  improve- 
ment. and  soon  had  a good  place,  has  cleared  150 
acres,  and  has  as  good  a farm  as  there  is  in  this 
section  to-day.  He  still  resides  on  this  place. 
The  mother  died  in  1877.  Our  subject  was  reared 
on  the  farm,  attending  the  common  schools  until 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  when  he  commenced 
farming  for  himself.  In  1870  he  married  Miss 
Mary  F.  McDonald,  who  came  to  Arkansas  in 
1854.  In  December,  1871,  he  came  to  Calhoun 
County,  and  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  and  do- 
nated eighty  acres  more,  this  was  in  the  woods, 
and  our  subject  at  once  went  to  work  to  clear  and 
improve.  He  lived  on  this  place  sixteen  years, 
and  during  that  time  erected  good  buildings,  and 
made  a comfortable  home.  He  served  as  justice 
of  Locust  Bayou  Township,  from  187S  to  1886. 
In  November  of  1888.  he  moved  to  Hampton, 
where  he  purchased  a residence,  and  six  acres  ad- 
joining the  town.  He  has  always  been  active 
politically,  and  in  the  fall  of  1888,  was  nominated 
for  county  judge,  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He 
polled  every  vote  in  Locust  Bayou  Township,  and 
was  elected  by  a large  majority.  He  is  now  serv- 
ing in  this  office  with  great  integrity,  and  is  very 
active  in  improving  roads  and  building  bridges. 
To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dedman,  were  born 
seven  children,  viz.:  Mary  Parmelia  (wife  of  W.  J. 
Bird,  who  resides  in  Ouachita  County),  Robert 
Henry,  Alice  Elizabeth,  William  Berney,  Della. 
James  Richard  and  Hugh  Asa.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

George  Ware  Dickinson,  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  of  Jackson  Township,  was  born  in  Missis- 
sippi. December  26.  1843.  son  of  James  and  Nancy 
I Ware)  Dickinson,  natives  of  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama, respectively.  His  father  followed  farming 
in  Mississippi,  until  1845.  when  he  moved  his  fam 
ily  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  in  Dallas  County,  near 
Holly  Springs.  In  1856  he  moved  to  Calhoun 
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County,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  our 
subject,  and  died  in  1874.  The  subject  of  this  bi- 
ography was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  county, 
mostly.  He  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  in 
the  fall  of  1 SOI,  and  served  in  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  until  the  surrender,  in  1805. 
He  then  returned  home,  and  for  the  next  six 
months  attended  school  at  Memphis.  He  was 
married,  in  1 SOU,  to  Miss  Cordelia  Barker,  a na- 
tive of  Tennessee,  whose  parents  were  pioneers  of 
this  county.  To  this  union  six  children  were  born, 
one  of  whom  is  dead.  viz. : James  Barker.  Harvey 
Thompson  (died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years), 
Thomas  Tiller,  Catherine  Evlyn,  Ruth  Anna  and 
George  May.  Mr.  Dickinson  is  taking  great  pains 
with  his  children's  education,  all  of  whom  are  at- 
tending school  at  Little  Rock.  He  is  probably  the 
most  extensive  farmer  in  the  county,  having  000 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  raises  cotton,  princi- 
pally. He  has  a steam  gin,  and  does  his  own  gin- 
ning. Mr.  Dickinson  represented  his  county  in 
the  General  Assembly  for  one  term.  His  election 
was  a case  of  the  office  seeking  the  man,  as  he  is 
not  active  politically.  He  is  a consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  is 
a most  highly  respected  citizen. 

William  J.  Dunn  has  been  identified  with  the 
interests  of  Calhoun  County  since  1843,  and  of  the 
State  since  1840,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Union 
County,  where  he  resided  for  three  years,  and  then 
came  to  Calhoun  Countv.  being  among  the  first 
settlers.  He  came  up  Ouachita  River  in  a skiff, 
in  which  he  brought  his  personal  effects.  As  there 
were  no  roads  at  all  in  the  country  at  that  time,  he 
was  obliged  to  clear  the  roads  cut  to  different  places, 
when  he  had  business  to  attend  to.  He  was  made 
road  overseer,  and  cleared  out  many  roads,  the 
following  being  among  the  most  important  opened 
by  Mr.  Dunn:  First,  the  road  from  Moro  to  Cam- 

den. a distance  of  forty  miles,  for  the  construction 
of  which  he  employed  twenty-five  men,  and  made 
a passable  wagon  road  in  six  days;  the  next  was 
the  Little  Bay  and  Chambersville  road,  a distance 
of  thirty  miles.  By  this  time  hands  were  plenti 
ful.  and  the  work  was  much  easier.  The  third  was 
the  Little  Bay  and  Princeton  road,  a distance  of 
about  thirty-five  miles.  Mr.  Dunn  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  the  War  of  1830  (in  the  spring  of  that 
year),  under  Capt.  Mi  liter,  and  served  for  three 
months.  He  was  engaged  in  several  lively  slcir 
mishes,  but  no  important  battles.  March  ‘20,  1848 
Mr.  Dunn  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  M Barker, 
a native  of  Milledgeville.  Ga.,  the  youngest  of  six 
children  born  to  John  and  Susan  C.  (Osborn)Barker, 
natives  of  Georgia.  Her  parents  came  to  Arkan- 


sas in  1842,  and  settled  permanently  in  the  present 
Calhoun  County,  where  they  died.  This  union 
was  blessed  with  thirteen  children,  viz. : Thomas 

J.  (who  died  during  the  war).  Laura  E.,  William 
S..  Eulodia,  A 11  ice  V. , Mattie  S..  Elnora  M..  Ida 
M. , James  A.,  John  E.,  W alter  C. , Robert  J. 
(died  in  1872),  and  a son  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
surviving  children  are  all  residents  of  this  State. 
William  J.  Dunn  is  a native  of  Georgia,  born  in 
Columbia  County,  April  19,  1813,  the  second  child 
born  to  John  and  Martha  (Samms)  Dunn.  Llis  par 
cuts  moved  from  Georgia  to  Alabama,  and  thence 
to  what  is  now  Calhoun  County  (then  Ouachita), 
where  they  settled  permanently.  His  father  was 
the  second  man  to  erect  a house  in  the  present 
Calhoun  County,  and  he  and  his  family  resided  in 
this  county  until  his  death,  which  occurred  about 
1862,  at  the  age  of  seveuty-nine  years.  His  wife 
died  in  1852,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine.  Our  sub- 
ject was  principally  raised  in  Dallas  County, 
Ark.,  receiving  but  a limited  education.  He  com- 
menced doing  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty  two 
years.  He  first  engaged  in  merchandising,  and 
followed  that  occupation  for  two  years,  when  he 
turned  liis  attention  to  farming,  and  has  continued 
in  this  calling  ever  since.  He  owns  about  320 
acres  of  laud,  with  about  eighty  acres  under  culti- 
vation. He  belongs  to  the  Democratic  party,  and 
takes  a deep  interest  in  politics.  At  one  time,  in 
a very  important  election,  in  1849,  he  voted  for  a 
Whig,  Air.  Thomas  AYoodward,  who  agreed  to  di- 
vide Ouachita  and  make  a county  called  Calhoun, 
as  Ouachita  was  so  large  it  was  very  inconvenient 
for  people  living  in  the  eastern  part  to  attend 
court.  After  the  division  of  the  county  was  se- 
cured, the  struggle  for  the  county  seat  began.  The 
center  of  the  county,  Hampton,  was  finally  agreed 
upon  as  the  place  for  the  court-house  to  be  erected. 
Air.  Dunn  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  public  wel- 
fare. and  has  always  supported,  as  far  as  he  was 
able,  all  laudable  enterprises. 

James  S.  Dunn  is  another  successful  farmer  of 
this  section,  and  also  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Calhoun  County,  settling  here  when  his  nearest 
neighbor  was  eight  miles  distant,  and  deer  and  bear 
were  very  numerous.  He  was  born  in  Georgia. 
January  6,  ISIS,  the  fourth  child  of  John  and 
AJartba  Dunn,  the  former  a native  of  Aurginia  and 
the  latter  of  North  Carolina,  and  moved  to  Arkansas, 
in  1843.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  raised 
near  Selma.  Ala. , and  received  his  limited  education 
at  the  common  schools  of  that  section.  He  moved  to 
Union  County,  Ark.,  in  1842,  and  resided  in  Cal- 
houn County,  Ark.,  since  its  organization.  Air. 
Dunn  began  doing  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty 
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one  years,  selecting  fanning  as  his  pursuit 
in  life.  He  was  married,  in  1849,  to  Miss  Mourn- 
ing Ricks,  daughter  of  James  and  Charity  Ricks, 
natives  of  North  Carolina,  who  moved  to  Ouachita 
County,  Ark.,  in  1840.  To  subject  and  wife  were 
born  thirteen  children,  viz.  : William  C.,  Mollie  E., 
James  R..  John.  Wiley  J.,  Robert  J. . Mattie  C., 
Hiram  G.,  Harriet  M.,  Sula  and  Loula  (twins), 
Benjamin  C.  and  Allen  D.  Allen  D..  John,  Mat 
tie,  Loula  and  Robert  are  dead.  Mr.  Dunn  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  also  of  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Although  he  is  a strict  Democrat,  he  takes  no  active 
interest  in  politics.  Several  of  the  family  belong 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Mr. 
Dunn  is  a liberal  supporter  of  all  enterprises  that 
will  promote  the  welfare  of  his  community.  He 
owns  a farm  of  about  500  acres  of  land,  with  100 
acres  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  He 
is  a highly  respected  citizen. 

Joseph  Brittain  Dunn,  Sr. .is  a resident  of  Cal- 
houn County,  Eye  post-otlice,  Polk  Township,  and 
was  born  in  Dallas  County.  Ala.,  August  10,  1824. 
the  sixth  child  born  to  John  and  Martha  Dunn,  na- 
tives of  Virginia  and  Georgia,  respectively.  His 
parents  resided  in  Alabama  and  moved  from  there 
to  Arkansas,  in  .1843,  settling  in  Ouachita  County, 
where  they  resided  until  the  organization  of  Cal- 
houn County;  they  then  resided  in  Calhoun  County 
until  their  death,  in  1803  and  1850.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  our  subject  began  doing  for  him- 
self; he  commenced  farming  in  1840.  and  has  since 
continued  in  that  occupation.  In  January,  1863, 
Mr.  Dunn  enlisted  as  private  in  the  late  war,  and 
served  for  two  years,  under  Capt.  Everhart,  in  the 
Fourth  Arkansas  Regiment.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  Chickamauga.  Dalton  and  Atlanta, 
through  which  he  passed  without  being  wounded. 
Early  in  1865  he  received  a furlough,  and  re- 
turned home,  obtained  a physician's  certificate,  and 
did  not  return  to  the  army  any  more.  Mr.  Dunn 
was  married  August  10,  1S4S,  wedding  Miss  Mary 
A.  R.  Graves,  a native  of  Alabama.  Her  father, 
Davenport  Graves,  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1843, 
settling  in  Union  County,  and  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  Calhoun  County,  moved  to  this  county, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  hR  death  in 
1862.  The  mother,  Nancy  Graves,  died  in  Ala- 
bama, in  1840.  The  fruits  ■ of  this  union  were 
fourteen  children,  viz  : Sarah  A.  E..  Martha  R . 
Ezekiel  P. , Joseph  B.,  John,  Davenport,  Hiram. 
Waters,  Robert  E.  L , Mary  E. , Minnie,  Hattie, 
George  G. , and  another  unnamed.  Ezekiel,  Daven- 
port, John.  Hiram,  and  the  youngest  child,  an 
infant,  are  dead.  The  surviving  children,  with  the 
exception  of  George  G. , are  married,  and  reside  in 


the  county.  Mr.  Dunn  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  1852.  Both  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
since  1861;  most  of  his  children  are  also  members 
of  this  church.  Mr.  Dunn  is  a Democrat  of  the  old 
stamp,  believing  in  free  trade,  sailors’  rights,  and 
the  unlimited  coinage  of  silver,  but  does  not  take 
an  active  part  in  the  politics  of  his  county.  He  is 
a liberal  supporter  of  all  worthy  public  enter- 
prises. 

J . I.  Earnest,  another  prominent  farmer  of  Dal- 
las Township,  was  born  in  Alabama,  Walker  Coun- 
ty, in  1829,  the  second  in  a family  of  ten  children 
born  to  Richard  and  Epon  (Pate)  Earnest,  natives 
of  Alabama.  His  father  was  engaged  in  farming 
in  Alabama  for  forty  years,  and  died  in  that  State 
in  1874.  The  mother  died  long  before.  Our  sub- 
ject was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  attended  the 
country  schools  for  a short  time.  He  commenced 
working  for  himself  when  he  attained  his  majority, 
and  in  1855  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  in 
Calhoun  County.  In  1862  he  bought  his  present 
farm  of  380  acres,  and  the  same  year  enlisted  iu  Me- 
Knight’s  Company  K.  Fourth  Arkansas  Infantry, 
serving  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and 
was  in  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill.  His  regiment 
surrendered  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  in  i860,  and  he  at 
once  came  back  to  Arkansas,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. His  wife  and  children  had  made  their  liv- 
ing in  his  absence  bv  farming.  He  at  once  com- 
menced  clearing  his  land,  and  erected  buildings, 
and  now  has  about  100  acres  under  cultivation, 
raising  cotton  principally,  which  averages  one- 
half  bale  to  the  acre,  and  last  year  made  three 
bales  on  live  acres.  He  was  married,  iu  1852. 
to  Miss  Millie  Simpson,  a native  of  Alabama,  by 
whom  he  had  nine  children,  viz.:  Robert,  J.  H.. 
Alie,  Ann,  Neoma,  Mary  E.,  William  Thomas 
(died  in  1863  at  the  age  of  one  year),  John  R. 
(died  in  infancy),  and  another  also  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Earnest  died  in  1884.  and  in  1SS6  he  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Melissa  Pealer,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child,  David  Cleveland.  Mr.  Earnest  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , Southern  Star 
Lodge,  also  of  the  Dallas  Lodge  1227.  He  takes 
a deep  interest  in  educational  matters,  as  well  as 
in  the  advancement  of  all  public  interests. 

W.  A.  Ford.  Prominent  among  the  leading 
voun°r  farmers  of  this  section  stands  the  name  of 
W.  A.  Ford,  of  Jackson  Township.  He  was  born 
in  Drew  County  in  1859,  the  third  in  a family  of 
seven  children  born  to  Alex  and  Nancy  Ford.  HR 
parents  were  natives  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee, 
and  came  to  Arkansas  at  an  early  day,  settling  in 
Drew  County,  where  the  father  cleared  up  several 
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farms,  which  he  sold  from  time  to  time.  The  i and  six  miles  from  Fordyce.  Mr.  Gray  served  in 

the  Confederate  army  about  nine  mouths  in- Corn- 


mother  died  April  1,  1881.  and  the  father  still 
lives  in  Drew  County.  Our  subject  received  his 
education  at  the  common  schools  of  his  county, 
which  he  attended  until  the  age  of  nineteen,  when 
he  started  in  life  for  himself.  Being  brought  up 
on  a farm  it  was  but  natural  for  him  in  selecting  an 
occupation  for  life  to  choose  that  of  farming,  and 
accordingly,  in  1884.  he  bought  a farm  of  120  acres. 
He  cleared  about  thirty  acres,  and  then  sold  out  and 
came  to  Calhoun  County,  and  bought  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  lives,  120  acres,  sixty-five  being  un 
der  cultivation.  Here  he  does  a general  farming, 
devoting  much  attention,  however,  to  the  raising 
of  cotton  and  corn,  the  former  of  which  he  aver 
ages  one-half  bale  to  the  acre,  and  of  the  latter 
twenty- five  bushels.  He  was  married,  in  IS  <8.  to 
Miss  Cornelia  Hines,  a native  of  Arkansas,  daugh- 
ter of  W.  M.  Hines,  an  old  settler  of  Calhoun 
County.  To  this  union  were  born  three  children: 
Norah  May,  Arthur  Lee  and  Ethel.  Mr.  Ford  is 
a member  of  the  Wheel,  and  takes  an  active  inter  - 
est  in  the  public  welfare.  The  family  belong  to 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

James  W.  Gray,  a substantial  farmer  of  Moio 
Township,  Chambersville  post-office,  was  born  in 
Dallas  County.  Ark.,  March  9,  1845.  His  father. 
Henry  Gray,  came  from  Alabama  to  Dallas  County. 
Ark.,  at  an  early  day.  and  engaged  in  farming.  Here 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  E.  Taylo,  a native  of 
Dallas  County,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children — tom- 
boys and  five  girls—  live  of  whom—  three  boys  ami 
two  girls — are  living.  Mrs.  Gray  died  about  1$53 
in  Dallas  County,  and  Mr.  Gray  was  again  mar- 
ried. having  four  children  by  this  later  marriage. 
Mr.  Gray  died  in  this  county  in  1884.  The  sub- 
ject- of  this  sketch  is  the  third  child  by  the  first 
marriage,  and  was  raised  in  Calhoun  County,  in 
which  county  he  received  his  limited  education. 
He  lived  with  his  father  until  he  reached  his  major- 
ity, and  in  1S65  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha 
Mitchell,  a native  of  Ouachita  County.  Ark.,  born 
in  1848,  a daughter  of  J.  M.  and  Mary  (Neel) 
Mitchell.  Her  father  died  in  1 S64  from  the  effects 
of  a wound  received  in  the  battle  of  Jenkins' 
Ferry.  The  result  of  this  marriage  was  the 
following  children,  viz.  : Mary  F.  (wife  of  Henry 

Brandon),  Henry  E.,  James  M.,  Joseph  N.  (de- 
ceased), Samuel  F..  Benjamin  W..  George  C. . 
Julius  S.,  Eura  C.  and  Esther.  Mr.  Gray  has 
been  a resident  of  the  county  since  1875.  and  has 
resided  on  the  farm  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  con 
sisting  of  260  acres  of  land,  about  fifty  acres  of 
which  are  under  cultivation  since  1884.  His  farm 
is  located  sixteen  miles  north  of  the  countv  seat. 


pany  K.  Thompson's  regiment  Infantry.  Politic- 
ally he  belongs  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  Seymour.  Both  he 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
are  highly  respected  by  all  in  the  community  in 
which  they  live. 

John  A.  Grubbs,  a substantial  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Moro  Township,  Fordyce  post-office, 
was  born  in  Virginia,  February  22,  1838.  His 
father,  Thomas  A.  Grubbs,  was  born  in  Virginia,  in 
1806,  emigrating  from  Virginia  to  Tennessee,  where 
he  resided  about  ten  years,  and  in  1840  moved  to  Sa- 
lineCounty,  Ark. , where  he  remained  one  year, 
and  in  1850  came  to  Calhoun  County,  among  the 
first  settlers,  where  he  now  resides.  He  was  first 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Anderson,  a native  of 
Virginia,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  still  living,  our  subject  being  third. 
She  died  in  this  county  in  1850.  Mr.  Grubbs 
has  since  lost  two  wives.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  raised  partly  in  Tennessee  and  in  Ar- 
kansas, in  which  latter  State  he  received  most  of 
his  schooling.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  reached  his  majority.  In  the  fall  of  1861 
he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  in  Company 
E.  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  served  all  through 
the  war,  part  of  the  time  as  orderly  sergeant. 
While  at  home  on  a furlough  he  was  wounded  in 
the  left  arm  and  shoulder.  He  was  not  engaged  in 
any  of  the  principal  battles,  being  skirmishing 
most  of  "the  time.  In  December,  1864,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Fannie  Oliver,  daughter  of  John 
and  Evaline  Oliver,  born  in  Virginia,  March  17, 
1842.  This  union  resulted  in  nine  children — six 
sons  and  three  daughters — viz. : Lizzie  11.,  Sidney 
C..  Willie  O. , Tandie  A..  Walter  J.,  Thomas  V .. 
Eva  V. , Claude  II.  and  Ella  G.  Mr.  Grubbs  has 
resided  on  his  well-improved  farm  of  280  acres, 
abottt  sixty  of  which  is  under  cultivation,  four  and 
one-half  miles  south  of  Fordyce  and  eighteen 
miles  north  of  county  seat  since  1870.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Grubbs  and  two  children  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Politically.  Mr.  Grubbs  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  Breckinridge.  He  is  a good  citi 
zen.  and  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him 

Anthony  Halloway,  a substantial  farmer  of  Moro 
Township.  Fordyce  post-office,  was  born  in  Troup 
County,  Ga. . July  ''5.  1846.  His  father.  Allen 
Halloway,  a native  of  Putnam  County.  Ga. , born 
in  1811.  was  married  in  Georgia  to  Miss  Susan 
Ann  Shaw,  born  in  Greene  County  in  IS  17,  and 
by  her-  had  seven  children,  six  of  whom  lived  to  be 
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grown,  and  four  of  whom  -two  sons  and  t wo  daugh- 
ters are  still  living.  His  father  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  and  was  a son  of  Anthony  Halloway. 
Sr.,  who  was  horn  in  Virginia,  and  died  in  Troup 
County  in  his  eighty-first  year.  Allen  Halloway 
died  in  Troup  County,  Cia.,  iu  1848,  and  his  wife 
died  in  Claiborne  Parish,  La.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  the  sixth  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen 
Halloway,  and  lived  in  Georgia  until  he  was  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age.  In  his  twenty-second  year  he  j 
| . moved,  with  his  mother  and  sisters  to  Louisiana. 

1 where  he  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss  Frances  . 
Chambers,  a native  of  Greene  County,  Ala.,  born 
in  1850.  She  died  in  Louisiana  in  1882,  and  ! 
in  February,  1883,  Mr.  Halloway  was  again  mar- 
ried, this  time  to  Miss  Mary  Catherine  Stroud,  a 
native  of  Chambers  County,  Ala.,  born  in  1842. 
and  in  December,  1883,  they  moved  to  the  farm 
where  they  now  live.  This  farm  consisting  of  290, 
acres  of  fine  land,  is  located  eighteen  miles  north 
, of  county  seat,  and  three  miles  south  of  Fordyce,  j 
on  the  Cotton  Belt  Railroad.  Mr.  Halloway  has 
about  140  acres  of  this  land  under  cultivation,  on 
which  he  has  erected  good  substantial  buildings. 
In  June,  1861.  Mr.  Halloway  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  in  Company  F,  Fourth  Georgia 
State  Reserves,  and  served  eleven  months,  most  of 
the  time  at  Andersonville  prison,  guarding  the 
prisoners.  In  political  matters  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Seymour.  In  religious 
matters  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church.  His  first  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
Halloway  is  one  of  the  stockholders  in  the  District 
Fair  held  at  Fordyce,  of  which  he  is  also  a director. 
He  is  a prominent  and  well-to-do  citizen,  and  takes 
a deep  interest  in  all  public  enterprises. 

E.  A.  Hanna,  who  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Dallas  Town- 
ship, Calhoun  County,  was  born  in  Heard  County, 
Ga. , in  1841.  His  parents,  John  and  Julia  Ann 
I McClendon)  Hanna,  natives  of  Tennessee  and 
Georgia,  respectively,  reared  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  was  the  second.  His 
father  went  to  Georgia  in  early  life,  ami  engaged 
in  farming.  In  1841  lie  moved  to  Arkansas:  he 
came  by  land,  bringing  a herd  of  cattle,  and  set- 
tled in  Jackson  County,  where  he  lived  for  three 
; years.  He  then  moved  to  Bradley  County,  and 
lived  there  for  one  year,  and  then  came  to  Oua- 
chita County  I now  Jackson  Township.  Calhoun 
County),  and  entered  about  200  acres  of  land,  on 
which  he  made  quite  extensive  improvements,  and 
soon  cleared  100  acres.  He  was  a very  enter- 
prising farmer  for  those  times  He  was  thrown 
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from  a horse  and  killed  on  the  last  day  of  1805; 
his  widow  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead.  Our  sub- 
ject was  reared  on  the  farm,  attending  the  common 
schools  of  that  county,  and  remained  at  home  un- 
til the  outbreak  of  the  war,  when,  in  October. 
1861.  he  enlisted  in  Company  I\,  which  was  soon 
attached  to  the  Fourth  Arkansas  Regiment.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  and  then, 
soon  after,  the  regiment  was  sent  east  of  the  Mis 
sissippi  River.  He  was  in  eighteen  general  engage- 
ments, from  Pea  Ridge  to  the  end  of  the  Georgia 
campaign;  he  surrendered  near  Charlotte,  N.  C., 
in  January,  1865,  and  immediately  after  returned 
home  and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1867  he  bought 
a farm  of  125  acres,  partly  improved,  and  January 
1,  1868,  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  More,  daugh- 
ter of  John  U.  More,  an  early  settler  of  Bradley 
County,  who  came  here  from  Georgia  in  1848. 
Mr.  Hanna  lived  on  this  farm  until  1873,  when  he 
sold  out  and  bought  his  present  place,  a farm  of 
200  acres,  in  Dallas  Township,  seventy-five  acres 
now  under  cultivation,  and  does  general  farming, 
raising  a variety  of  crops.  He  has  a good  farm, 
and  raises  about  one-half  bale  of  cotton  to  the 
acre.  He  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  school  matters, 
and  has  served  several  terms  as  director.  He  be- 
longs to  Dallas  Wheel  1227.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Mount  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  South.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hanna  were  born  nine  children,  all  living,  viz  : 
William  Arnold,  Julia  Price,  John  F.,  Sarah  E.. 
Mary  L.,  Laura,  Martha,  Frances  and  Beatrice. 

Hon.’  R.  G.  Harper,  a prominent  lawyer  of 
Hampton,  was  born  in  Terrell  County,  Ga. . in 
1857,  the  eldest  in  a family  of  seven  children  born 
to  Frank  M.  and  Fannie  A.  (Watts)  Harper,  both 
natives  of  Georgia.  His  father  was  a lawyer  in 
profession,  and  was  prominent,  politically  and  in 
his  profession.  He  represented  Terrell  County  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  Georgia,  and  in  18  <4,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  would  have  been  nominated 
for. Congress  from  that  district,  had  he  lived.  His 
mother  still  resides  at  the  old  home.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  the  town,  attended 
private  school,  and  the  Macon  University  at  Macon. 
Ga. , for  one  year,  then  took  a literary  course.  In 
1879  he  began  to  read  law  while  engaged  iu  farm- 
ing the  home  place  for  the  family:  he  continued 
to  farm  for  four  years,  but  in  eight  months 
after  beginning  the  study  of  law  under  a private 
tutor  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Terrell  Sn 
perior  Court,  in  November,  1879.  In  1880  the 
management  of  the  farm  again  fell  into  his  hands. 
In  the  spring  of  1881  he  commenced  to  practice  at 
i home.  - In  the  fall  of  1881  he  came  to  Arkansas 
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and  settled  at  Hampton,  where  he  at  once  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  his  practice  grew 
steadily,  and  he  soon  secured  a favorable  reputa- 
tion. In  1883  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Bessie.  Strong,  daughter  of  Isaac  B.  and  Laura 
Strong,  early  settlers  here.  At  that  time  he  pur- 
chased his  present  home  in  Hampton.  Mr.  Harper 
has  always  been  one  of  the  political  workers  for 
Calhoun  County,  and  in  October,  1882,  qualified 
in  the  office  of  county  school  examiner,  and  served 
in  this  capacity  for  four  years.  In  1SS4  he  was 
elected  as  representative  of  Calhoun  County, 
served  on  the  legal  committee,  being  instrumental 
in  the  passage  of  the  Game  and  Fish  Bill,  also 
a law  for  the  landlord  in  furnishing  tenants  with 
provision,  also  a bill  reducing  the  penalty  for  re- 
moving and  disposing  of  mortgaged  property. 
In  1880  Mr.  Harper  lost  his  excellent  wife,  who 
died  in  July,  leaving  one  child,  a boy.  Frank.  In 
November,  1SS7,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lulu 
Terrell,  a native  of  Union  County,  daughter  of  W. 
G.  Terrell,  a well-known  citizen  of  Union  County. 
To  this  union  one  child,  Fannie,  was  born  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harper  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church;  Mr.  Harper  has  always  been  a worker  in 
the  Sabbath  school.  He  has  an  excellent  practice, 
extending  through  the  counties  of  this  judicial 
district  and  other  counties  in  Southern  Arkansas. 
In  connection  with  this  practice,  he  does  most  of 
the  foreign  collecting  of  this  section.  aLo  does 
some  real  estate  business.  Mr.  Harper  is  a gentle- 
man of  education  and  refinement,  energy  and  am 
bition,  he  is  well  thought  of,  and  enjoys  a good 
practice.  He  is  engaged  (slightly)  in  farming, 
and  as  a proof  of  what  may  be  expected  by  care- 
ful cultivation,  it  may  be  stated  that  last  year 
(1889),  Mr.  Harper  raised  twelve  bales  of  cotton 
on  fourteen  acres  of  land. 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Hearnsberger.  There  are  in 
every  community  some  persons  who.  on  account  of 
their  industry,  and  practical  management  of  the 
affairs  which  fall  to  their  lot.  deserve  special  credit, 
and  such  is  Mrs.  Hearnsberger.  She  is  the  relict 
of  Stephen  Emmett  Hearnsberger,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  Hutchins  aud  Jane  M.  (Thurman) 
Phillips,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Georgia,  the 
former  in  1792.  The  mother's  death  occurred  on 
September  29,  i860,  and  the  father’s  in  1850,  and 
both  departed  life  in  this  county,  whither  they  had 
moved  from  Alabama  at  an  early  day.  Of  the 
seveu  children  born  to  their  marriage,  four  lived 
to  maturity,  and  two  are  still  living,  Mrs.  Hearns- 
berger being  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  Her  life 
up  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years  was  passed  in  Ten 
uessee,  but  her  parents  then  moved  to  Alabama. 


and  for  the  next  thirteen  years  this  State  continued 
to  be  her  home.  Later  they  came  to  Arkansas, 
and  in  18 of)  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Hearnsberger, 
who  had  come  to  this  State  with  his  parents  in 
IS  16,  among  the  early  settlers,  and  chose  a home 
in  Calhoun  County.  He  was  born  in  Georgia  in 
1826.  and  was  a son  of  Stephen  Zealous  and  lie 
becca  (Chaffen)  Hearnsberger,  both  of  whom  were 
of  German  descent.  Their  marriage  was  blessed 
in  the  birth  of  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
still  living:  Aletha  J.  (now  the  widow  of  James 
Talbot),  John  H.  (married  and  living  on  a farm 
near  his  mother;  he  holds  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South).  Jesse  P.  (a 
resident  of  Fordyc-e),  Elizabeth  (wife  of  H.  Bur- 
row), William  E.  (also  married  and  residing  on  a 
farm  near  his  mother),  Sarah  \\  . and  Cornelius 
H.  Mr.  Hearnsberger  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  was  an  excellent  farmer,  and,  above 
all,  thoroughly  honest.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  November  12,  1889.  he  was  the 
owner  of  a farm  of  320  acres  of  valuable  land,  and 
left  his  widow  and  children  well  provided  for.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist,  as  is  also 
his  widow  and  four  of  their  children. 

Squire  William  M.  Hines,  of  Jackson  Township, 
en  joys  the  reputation  of  being  a substantial  and 
progressive  farmer  and  an  intelligent  and  thor- 
oughly posted  man  in  all  public  affairs.  He  was 
born  in  Monroe  County.  Ga. , November  20.  1826. 
the  third  of  six  children  born  to  Bister  T.  and 
Jane  (Charles)  Hines,  natives  of  Georgia.  His 
father  was'  a farmer  in  that  State  until  1849.  when 
he  came  to  Arkansas  and  settled  in  Bradley  County, 
where  he  died  in  1851;  his  wife  followed  in  1862. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm 
labor;  he  had  but  limited  educational  advantages, 
and  practically  educated  himself.  He  was  married 
in  Georgia.  November  3,  1847,  and  the  year  fol 
lowing  he  came  to  Arkansas  and  settled  in  Bradley 
County,  where  he  entered  260  acres  of  wild  land, 
which  he  at  once  commenced  to  improve.  In  1862 
he  went  to  Pine  Bluff  and  enlisted  in  Capt,  Ed 
ward's  company  infantry,  and  served  in  the  Trans 
Mississippi  Department,  doing  detailed  work 
mostly  in  the  commissary  department.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  came  home  and  commenced 
farming  again.  His  wife  had.  in  the  meantime, 
moved  to  Calhoun  County,  aud  so  our  subject  made 
that  county  his  home.  He  owns  a good  farm  of 
240  acres  150  acres  under  cultivation,  and  does 
general  farming,  making  a specialty  of  cotton, 
which  yields  an  average  of  one  half  bale  to  the  acre. 
Mr.  Hines  has  cleared  about  100  acres  from  the 
timber.  ‘He  has  always  been  active,  politically,  and 
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in  1806  lie  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  eight 
vears  in  succession,  was  re-elected  in  1884,  and  is 
still  serving  in  that  capacity.  He  has  always  been 
a prominent  citizen.  At  one  time  he  had  the  entire 
business  of  the  county.  In  I860  he  secured  the 
post  office  of  Summersvi lie,  being  the  lirst  post- 
master, and  held  this  office  for  ten  years.  By 
his  first  wife  he  had  six  children;  she  died  in  No 
vember,  1801,  and  in  December.  1802,  Mr.  Hines 
was  again  married,  this  time  to  Miss  Julia  A. 
Johns,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  by  this  later  mar- 
riage had  eleven  children.  Four  of  his  children  are 
still  at  home. 

L.  J.  Hollis.  One  of  the  most  enterprising  farm- 
ers of  this  section,  and  one  who  possesses  more 
than  ordinary  business  ability,  is  Mr.  L.  J.  Hollis, 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  resides  in  River 
Township,  Calhoun  County,  on  his  tine  farm,  com- 
prising 400  acres  of  land,  about  125  acres  of  which 
he  has  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  He 
has  erected  on  this  farm  a steam  saw  and  grist 
mill  and  cotton-gin,  on  all  of  which  he  does  work 
for  the  public.  His  steam  gin  is  the  largest  and 
most  complete  in  River  Township.  Mr.  Hollis  was 
born  in  Tippah  County,  Miss..  April  3,  1843,  a son 
of  Jeremiah  and  Sarah  Hollis,  who  moved  from 
Mississippi  to  Arkansas,  in  December,  1843,  and 
settled  in  Ouachita  County,  whence  they  moved 
to  Calhoun  Count),  in  1850.  Here  they  settled 
permanently  and  resided  until  their  death.  Our 
subject  was  reared  in  Calhoun  County,  where  he  ob- 
tained a limited  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years  he  began  doing  for  himself,  engaging  in  farm- 
ing, which  occupation  he  has  since  followed.  In 
ISOS  Mr.  Hollis  was  married  to  Miss  Allice  Haslan, 
a daughter  of  J.  II.  and  L.  C.  Haslan.  She  was 
born  and  reared  in  Arkansas.  To  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hollis  have  been  born  seven  chil 
dreri.  viz.  ; Sarah  B.  ( who  died  in  1870),  MittieL.. 
John  II.,  Lou  H. , Mattie,  Jerry  T. . Emmet  A. 
In  June,  1861,  Mr.  Hollis  enlisted  in  the  late  war 
as  private  in  Company  C.  Thirty-third  Arkansas 
Infantry,  from  which  company  he  was  transferred 
in  1804,  to  the  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  where  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Mansfield.  Jenkins’  Ferry,  and  was  in  the 
famous  Missouri  raid.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Farmers’  Union,  which  he  joined  in  1887.  He  is 
an  Independent  in  his  political  views,  but  does  riot- 
take  an  active  part  in  politics.  He  is  a good  farmer 
and  neighbor,  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  the 
public  welfare. 

J.  W.  Hollis,  a prominent  planter  of  River 
Township,  was  born  in  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  in 
1815,  the  fifth  of  a familvof  thirteen  children  born 


to  Jeremiah  and  Sallie  A.  (Puckett)  Hollis,  natives 
of  Tennessee,  where  the  former  followed  farming 
until  1842.  He  then  went  to  Mississippi,  and  from 
there  came  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Ouachita 
County,  where  he  entered  land  and  lived  for  seven 
years.  He  then  bought  a farm  in  what  is  known 
as  River  Township,  consisting  of  100  acres,  and 
made  extensive  improvements  on  the  place.  He 
was  the  lirst  sheriff  of  this  county  and  served  three 
terms;  he  was  also  the  first  postmaster  of  Locust 
Bayou  post-office,  serving  for  three  years;  he  was 
also  a justice  of  the  peace  in  that  township  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  died  in  1883  and  by  his 
death  the  county  lost  one  of  her  best  known  and 
most  highly  respected  citizens.  The  mother  died 
in  18S6.  Oitr  subject  was  raised  and  lived  on  the 
farm,  attending  the  common  schools  until  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  War,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A.  Twelfth  Texas  Troops  and  served  in  the  j 
Trans-Mississippi  Department.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Mansfield,  Little  Rock,  Pleasant  Grove, 
Yellowr  Bayou  (La.),  and  with  Gen.  Price  on  his 
famous  Missouri  campaign,  and  participated  in  all 
the  battles  of  that  trip.  His  regiment  surrendered 
at  Marshall,  Tex.  Our  subject  then  returned  to 
Arkansas  and  engaged  in  farming  for  two  years, 
and  then  w'ent  to  Tennessee,  where  he  remained, 
for  three  years  following  various  occupations;  then 
he  went  to  Texas  and  farmed  for  seven  years,  and 
in  1881  came  back  to  Calhoun  County,  Ark.,  and 
bought  a farm  of  forty  acres  of  land  in  River 
Township,  most  of  it-  under  cultivation.  In  1809 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Mollie  Hassell,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  by  whom  he  has  four  children:  Minnie, 
Joseph,  Jessie  and  Mary,  all  healthy,  interesting 
children.  The  fami.iv  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  South.  Mr.  Hollis  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  religious  and  educational  matters, 
and  has  been  school  director  for  nine  years,  and 
lakes  an  active  part  in  promoting  the  public  inter- 
ests. He  is  now  secretary  of  Calhoun  County 
Wheel,  Farmers’  Alliance  and  Industrial  Union. 

William  James.  In  compiling  a correct  history 
of  Calhoun  County,  mention  should  certainly  be 
made  of  one  of  its  oldest  and  best-  known  residents. 
Mr.  James  has  been  a resident  of  this  county  ever 
since  its  organization  in  1850,  and  is  still  residing 
on  the  place  on  which  he  settled  on  first  coming  to 
this  county  He  was  married  in  1841.  wedding 
Miss  Mariah  Brazil,  by  whom  lie  lias  had  a family 
of  tw7elve  children,  viz. : Robert,  Lydia  J. . Cynthia. 
John,  Elizabeth,  Martha,  Marv  M. , Alabama  and 
Tennessee  (twins),  George,  Nancy  A.,  anil  one  child 
unnamed,  Tennessee,  George  and  the  one  un- 
named are  dead.  The  rest  of  the  children,  with 
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the  exception  of  Nancy  A.,  who  married  Mr.  Thomas  ! 
J.  Owens,  and  resides  in  Perry  County.  xVrk.,  are 
all  residents  of  Calhoun  County.  Mrs.  James  was 
a daughter  of  Y.  E.  and  Virginia  Brazil,  who  moved 
from  Illinois  to  Missouri,  thence  to  Arkansas,  set- 
tling in  Saline  County  in  1828,  where  they  lived  for 
some  time.  They  finally  moved  to  Ouachita  County, 
where  they  resided  until  their  death.  Mr.  James  ; 
enlisted  in  the  late  war  in  February,  1803,  in 
Company  K,  Thirty  third  Arkansas  Infantry,  and 
served  as  private  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  La. 
In  politics  Mr.  James  is  Democratically  inclined;  : 
in  1802  he  was  elected  as  bailiff.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  which  he  joined  sixteen  j 
years  ago,  also  the  Farmers’  Union.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  which 
he  joined  in  1850,  and  his  family  are  all  church 
members,  with  the  exception  of  his  son.  Robert. 
Mr.  James  was  born  in  Ripley  County,  Mo..  March 
3,  1822,  the  youngest  of  seventeen  children  born 
to  Carey  James,  a resident  of  Ripley  County,  and 
j came  to  Saline  County,  Ark.,  in  1S33,  where  he 
was  raised  by  his  brother,  George,  his  parents  hav- 
ing died  previously.  As  schools  were  very  scarce 
in  this  county  at  that  time  his  education  was  ex- 
tremely limited.  In  1814  he  moved  from  Saline 
County  to  Ouachita,  and  resided  in  this  latter  | 
county  until  the  organization  of  Calhoun  County, 
when  he  moved  on  the  farm  which  he  occupies  at 
present.  His  farm  consists  of  320  acres  of  land, 
j with  about  sixty-live  acres  under  cultivation,  which 
he  devotes  principally  to  the  raising  of  cotton  and 
corn,  raising  one  bale  of  the  former  to  three  acres 
of  land,  and  fifteen  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre, 
without  fertilizing.  By  using  fertilizers  he  could 
raise  one-half  bale  of  cotton  and  thirty  bushels  of 
corn  to  the  acre.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  this  section,  is  a worthy  citizen,  and  is 
respected  by  all. 

Dr.  \V.  B.  Jones,  one  of  the  active  and  enter- 
prising citizens  of  this  community,  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  Arkansas  since  1870.  at 
which  time  he  came  to  this  State  and  settled  in 
Hampton,  where  he  lived  for  two  years,  and  then 
bought  a farm  of  240  acres,  one  mile  south  of 
Summersville.  He  now  owns  1,000  acres.  400 
under  cultivation,  on  which  he  raises  a variety  of 
crops,  but  devotes  considerable  attention  to  cotton; 
the  balance  of  the  laud  is  mostly  good  timber 
land.  The  Doctor  is  interested  in  raising  cattle 
also,  and  is  constantly  clearing  up  new  land.  In 
1888  he  formed  a partnership  with  E.  Cornish, 
and  they  erected  a steam  cotton-gin  and  saw- 
mill. It  is  well  equipped,  and  has  a capacity 


of  eight  bales  and  can  saw  11,000  feet  of  lum- 
ber. The  firm  name  is  Jones  «fc  Cornish.  The 
Doctor  is  also  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  and  has  a very  extensive  practice,  as 
large,  indeed,  as  any  one  in  this  section  of  the 
State.  In  1803  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mollie 
Hancock,  a native  of  Memphis,  by  whom  he  has 
ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  W.  B., 
Jr.,  Enoch  'I.,  Mary  J.,  Mitt  L , Effie,  Erner, 
Gale,  Mollie  and  Floyd  and  Wilkin  (twins).  Mrs. 
Jones  is  a worthy  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Mr.  Jones 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is 
quite  active,  politically,  and  votes  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  edu- 
cational matters,  and  served  as  school  director  for 
fourteen  years,  and  is  still  serving  in  that  capacity. 
He  is  adopting  improved  methods  of  farming,  and 
is  an  active  and  progressive  citizen.  Dr.  Jones 
was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1842,  son  of  William 
Jones,  of  Tennessee,  a victim  of  the  yellow  fever, 
who  died  in  Memphis  of  that  disease,  contracted 
while  attending  patients  in  1878.  Our  subject 
was  reared  in  Hardeman  County.  Tenn. , where  he 
attended  the  common  schools  while  young.  He 
began  the  study  of  medicine  in  1857  under  the  in 
struction  of  his  father  in  Memphis.  He  studied 
for  three  years  and  then  entered  the  New  School  of 
Medicine  at  New  Orleans.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  he  began  practicing  at  Saulsbury,  Tenn. , where 
he  remained  about  five  years,  and  then  went  to 
Memphis  and  practiced  until  1870,  when,  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health  he  came  to  Arkansas.  He  has 
since  frilly  recovered  his  health,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  heartiest  men  in  the  county. 

H.  M.  Lucus,  a prominent  farmer  in  Jackson 
Township,  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1832.  the 
eldest  of  a family  of  ten  children  born  to  Ansil 
and  Frances  (Johnson)  Lucus,  natives  of  Tennes- 
see and  North  Carolina,  respectively.  His  father 
lived  in  Tennessee,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1845:  his 
widow  died  in  1875.  Our  subject  was  reared  on 
a farm,  attending  the  common  schools,  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  then  be- 
gan farming  for  himself.  He  purchased  a farm 
and  then  sold  it.  and  in  1851,  came  to  Arkansas, 
settling  in  Jackson  Township.  Calhoun  County, 
where  lie  rented  for  a few  years,  and  then  entered 
the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  consisting  of 
153  acres,  forty  acres  of  which  he  has  cleared. 
He  has  a good  orchard,  fair  buildings,  and  does 
general  farming,  raising  cotton  and  corn,  the 
former  of  which  yields  one  half  luile  to  the  acre, 
and  the  latter  11  f teen  bushels.  Iu  1857  Mr.  Lucus 
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was  united  to  Miss  Josephine  Russell.  a native  of 
Alabama.  She  died  in  1871,  leaving  live  children, 
viz.  : Mary  Frances,  Martha  Ann.  Elizabeth  (who 
died  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years),  Malinda 
(wife  of  George  Williams,  residing  in  Jackson 
Township),  and  William  Monroe.  In  1873  Mr. 
Lncus  was  again  united  in  marriage,  this  time  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Harcrow,  daughter  of  Harris  Har- 
crow,  an  old  settler  in  this  county.  To  this  union 
were  lawn  three  children,  viz.:  Janetta,  Sallie,  and 
Mvra  (who  died  in  18S5).  Mrs.  Lncus  died  in 
1885,  and  in  1890  Mr.  Lncus  married  Mrs.  Jose- 
phine Webb.  Mr.  Lncus  is  an  advocate  of  schools 
and  churches,  being  a consistent  member  of  the 
Canaan  Baptist  Church,  and  is  active  in  all  meri- 
torious enterprises.  In  1802  he  enlisted  in  Com 
pany  B.  Twenty-fourth  Arkansas  Regiment,  and 
was  in  the  battles  at  Arkansas  Post,  He  was  with 
Price  on  his  celebrated  Missouri  raid,  and  partici- 
pated in  all  the  battles  of  that  campaign.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Arkansas,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming. 

J.  B.  McCoy.  The  short  sketch  which  here 
appears  is  that  of  a prominent  farmer  of  Franklin 
Township.  Mr.  McCoy,  a native  of  Alabama,  born 
in  184.2,  the  second  in  a family  of  nine  children 
born  to  Rev.  Daniel  H.  and  Lucy  ( Robinson)  McCoy, 
natives  of  Alabama,  where  his  father  was  engaged 
in  farming,  and  also  preached  in  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  He  was  the  best  known  preacher 
in  that  section,  and  was  moderator  of  the  Western 
Association  for  fourteen  years.  He  died  in  1868. 
His  widow  survives,  and  is  living  in  Alabama  with 
a daughter.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  a farm, 
and  attended  school  at  the  East  Alabama  Male 
College,  at  Auburn,  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  raised  by 
his  father,  the  Rev.  D.  H.  McCoy,  who  was  captain 
of  the  company — the  Fourteenth  Alabama — and 
was  in  the  battles  of  Richmond  and  the  seven  days' 
tight,  and  at  Fredericksburg,  Seven  Pines,  Sharps- 
burg  (Md.),  where  they  lost  half  of  the  company; 
around  Pittsburg,  when  they  surrendered  with  106 
men  in  the  entire  regiment.  The  father  was  slight- 
ly wounded.  In  the  fall  of  1365  our  subject  re 
moved  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Columbia  County, 
where  he  purchased  a farm  of  340  acres,  1 00  of 
which  was  cleared  land.  Here  he  lived  for  three 
years,  and  then  went  to  Bradley  County,  where  he 
lived  for  seven  years,  and  then,  in  1875,  came  to 
Calhoun  County,  and  bought  his  present  farm  of 
340  acres  of  land,  which  was  somewhat  improved. 
He  now  has  100  acres  under  cultivation,  has 
erected  good  substantial  buildings,  and  raises  a 
variety  of  crops,  making  a specialty  of  cotton, 


averaging  one-half  bale  to  the  acre.  He  has  some 
good  timber  land,  but  nearly  all  his  farm  is  good 
tillable  land.  He  is  also  engaged  somewhat  in 
stock-raising,  and  has  seventy-live  head  of  tine 
cattle.  Mr.  (McCoy  has  been  married  twice — first, 
in  1861,  to  Miss  Josephine  Miller,  a native  of  Ala- 
bama. by  whom  he  had  three  children:  Daniel, 
Hamer  and  Exah.  She  died  in  1873,  and  in  1874 
Mr.  McCoy  was  again  married  to  Miss  Hellen  Tor- 
rent ine,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  Terrentine,  of 
Columbia  County,  a well-known  pioneer  preacher 
of  Southern  Arkansas.  To  this  union  were  born 
six  children:  Josie,  Ida,  (Marvin,  Lee,  Lucy  and 

Jessie.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  w'hile  Mrs.  McCoy  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  Hampton. 
(Mr.  McCoy  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  schools,  and 
has  served  as  director  for  four  years.  He  is  quite 
active  in  politics,  and  is  an  earnest  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party.  While  living  in  Bradley 
County  he  was  postmaster  at  Grand  Ridge.  Mr. 
McCoy’s  farm  is  as  good  as  Franklin  Township 
car.  boast  of;  he  has  a fine  orchard  and  good  com- 
fortable dwellings.  He  is  active  in  the  support  of 
all  things  that  promise  to  advance  the  interests  of 
this  section,  and  is  respected  and  esteemed  by  all. 

James  McKay,  a resident  of  Calhoun  County, 
Locust  Bayou  post-office,  born  in  Randolph  County, 
Ga. , November  15,  1844,  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Celia 
(Steward)  McKay,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  who 
moved  to  Randolph  County,  Ga.,  in  1839.  Here 
they  resided  until  1849,  when  they  moved  to  Ouach- 
ita County,  Ark. . and  resided  there  until  the  organi- 
zation of  Calhoun  County,  in  which  latter  county 
they  resided  until  their  death.  They  had  a family  of 
live  children,  three  of  whom  are  living  in  Calhoun 
County.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  this  county, 
on  the  same  place  where  he  now  resides,  siuce  he 
was  six  years  of  age.  He  received  his  limited  ed- 
ucation at  the  common  count rv  schools,  and  becau 
doing  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  now  owns  120  acres  of 
land,  fifty  of  which  he  has  under  an  excellent  state 
of  cultivation.  In  1862  Mr.  McKay  enlisted  in  the 
late  war,  in  Company  B,  Thirty-third  Arkansas, 
from  which  he  was  transferred,  in  a short  time,  to 
Company  C.  of  that  regiment,  and  served  as  pri- 
vate, until  1863.  when  he  was  elected  corporal,  and 
continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  Our  subject  took  part  in  the  following 
important  battles:  Mansfield,  second  day’s  fight; 

Jenkins’  Ferry,  on  Saline  River,  in  which  battle 
he  had  three  holes  shot  through  his  clothing,  also 
the  hammer-o  f his  gun  shot  off;  he  was  also  engaged 
in  some  other  little  skirmishes,  and  passed  through 


. 


' 


. 

' 

■ 


■ 

■ 


' 


... 


S02 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


the  war  without  being  wounded.  In  1807  he  was  i 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Parlu  Furr,  daughter 
of  James  13  and  Mary  Furr,  an  old  and  highly  re- 
spected family  of  Calhoun  County,  the  result  of 
this  union  was  three  children:  \\  illiam  H.,  AN  alter 
P.  and  Alary  E.,  all  of  whom  are  living  at  home, 
on  the  farm.  Airs.  Alclvay  died  in  1880.  Air. 
Alclvay  is  school  director  of  his  township,  to  which 
office  he  was  first  elected  in  1881,  and  served  three 
years.  He  was  again  elected  in  188  i,  and  is  now 
serving.  lie  is  also  a leading  member  of  the 
Farmers’  Union,  which  he  joined  in  1880.  He  is 
a consistent  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
which  he  joined  in  1883.  In  politics  he  is  a sup- 
porter of  the  Labor  ticket,  but  does  not  take  tin 
active  part.  He  takes  a deep  interest  in  all  public 
enterprises,  and  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed 
by  all  in  the  community  in  which  lie  resides. 

John  H.  Alarks,  one  of  the  first  settlers  and 
most  influential  citizens  of  Calhoun  County,  resid- 
ing in  Aloro  Township,  Chambersville  post-office,  is 
a native  of  Alabama,  born  on  October  10,  1823. 
His  father,  Hastings  Alarks,  a native  of  Georgia, 
son  of  John  H.  Alarks,  Sr.,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Creek  War  under  Gen.  Floyd,  commander  of  the 
Georgia  troops.  The  Alarkses  were  of  English  de- 
scent. Hastings  Alarks  emigrated  to  what  is  now 
Cleveland  County,  Ark.,  in  1836,  and  engaged  in 
farming.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that 
county,  and  was  greatly  honored  and  esteemed  by 
all.  He  was  the  first  treasurer  of  Bradley  County, 
and  held  that  office  for  several  years.  He  was 
married  in  Georgia  to  Aliss  Civility  Powels,  a na 
tive  of  Georgia,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children, 
four  of  whom  are  still  living,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  being  the  second.  Air.  Alarks  died  in  1845 
and  his  widow  in  1877.  The  family  moved  to  Ar- 
kansas when  our  subject  was  thirteen  years  of  age, 
where  he  was  partly  raised  and  educated.  He  had 
previously  attended  school  in  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama. He  resided  with  his  parents  until  he  had  i 
reached  manhood,  and  in  1847  was  married  to 
Aliss  Alatilda  J.  Thornton,  a native  of  Alabama,  born  ; 
on  December  FJ,  1829,  and  by  her  had  seven  sons 
and  three  daughters,  of  whom  four  sons  and  three 
daughters  survive,  viz.  : Alary  (wife  of  W.  T.  Pick- 
ett), William  H.,  Catherine  (wife  of  J.  H.  Alarks,  i 
her  cousin),  Albert  D.,  Quitman  I).,  Henry  J. , 
Robert  L.  (deceased),  and  Virginia  (at  home).  Air. 
Alarks  settled  on  a farm  of  220  acres  of  unculti-  . 
vated  land  in  1814,  and  now  has  about  100  acres 
under  cultivation.  Air.  Alarks  was  the  first  magis- 
trate of  this  township  and  of  tken  county,  and  has 
been  county  surveyor  for  twenty  years.  Politically  : 
lie  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  cast  his 


first  presidential  vote  for  James  K.  Polk.  He  is  a 
Free  Alason. 

William  F.  Aliears,  a prominent  merchant  at 
Summersville,  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1843,  the 
second  in  a family  of  six  children  born  to  It.  J. 
and  Harriet  E.  (Greenwood)  Aliears,  natives  of 
Alabama,  where  the  father  followed  farming  until 
1847,  when  he  moved  to  Union  County,  Ark.  He 
settled  in  Franklin  Township,  where  he  bought 
and  entered  160  acres  of  land,  and  at  once  began 
to  improve  and  clear  on  a very  large  scale.  He 
very  soon  had  erected  a fine  house  and  cleared  100 
acres  of  land.  In  1859  left  this  farm  and  came 
to  Calhoun  County,  where  he  bought  eighty  acres; 
he  lived  here  but  six  months,  when  he  died.  The 
mother  died  in  1858.  Our  subject  was  reared  on 
the  farm,  attending  school  but  at  short  intervals 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  when  he  enlisted, 
February  9,  1862,  in  Company  F,  Nineteenth 
Arkansas  Infantry  Regiment.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  battles  of  Corinth,  Port  Gibson.  Black  River, 
Jackson,  Iuka  and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  was 
captured  in  this  latter  battle,  was  paroled  and  came 
home.  He  afterward  served  in  the  Trans- Alissis- 
sippi  Department  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when 
he  returned  to  Union  County  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  purchased  a farm  of  220  acres  and  lived 
on  this  farm  about  four  years,  when  he  sold  it  and 
went  to  El  Dorado  and  engaged  in  business, 
remained  there  for  three  years,  and  then  bought  a 
farm  of  160  acres.  He  made  all  improvements  on 
this  farm,  erected  new  houses  and  cleared  sixty 
acres  of  land;  he  sold  this  property  in  1886.  Dur- 
ing his  life  in  Union  County  he  took  an  active 
interest  in  politics,  and  has  held  office  in  that 
county  since  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  The 
first  office  he  held  was  that  of  constable,  serving  in 
this  capacity  for  eight  years;  he  was  also  coroner 
of  the  county  for  six  years.  He  was  then  marshal 
of  El  Dorado  County  for  three  years;  then  served 
as  deputy  sheriff  for  four  years  until  188(5.  He 
then  went  to  Camden  as  clerk  for  three  years. 
September  1,  18S8,  he  opened  his  present  business 
in  Summerville,  and  now  carries  on  a general  mer- 
chandise, plantation  supplies,  drygoods,  boots  and 
shoes,  and  all  furnishing  goods.  Air.  Aliears  has 
been  twice  married:  First,  in  1865.  to  Aliss  Louisa 
Grumbles,  daughter  of  James  Grumbles,  an  old 
citizen  of  Union.  She  died  in  18S6,  leaving  three 
children,  three  having  died  previously,  viz.:  J.  E. 
(living  in  El  Dorado),  Effie  1 '1.  (wife  of  George  \\ . 
Clements,  residing  at  Pine  Bluff)  and  Acldie  AI. 
(wife  of  Dr.  Flanagan,  of  Camden).  Emma  died 
at  .the  age  of  three  years;  William  F.,  Jr.,  died  at 
the  age  of  seven  years,  and  Kittie  died  when  but 
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three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Miears  was  married  again 
in  the  fall  of  1 887  to  Miss  Emily  P.  Cole,  of  Lou- 
isiana. To  this  union  has  been  born  one  child. 
Harriet  Elizabeth.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miears  are 
worthy  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  Miears  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  since  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

L.  L.  Moses  is  a highly  respected  citizen  of 
Calhoun  County,  Hampton  post-office,  Champag- 
nolle  Township,  and  was  born  in  Coweta  County, 
Ga.,  Novembers,  1830,  the  fifth  child  born  to  Neal 
and  Nancy  Moses,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  who 
moved  to  Georgia  about  1815,  where  they  resided 
until  their  death.  His  father  was  engaged  in  the 
War  of  1 8 1 "2  and  1815.  Young  Moses  had  but  a very 
limited  education  in  Georgia,  his  native  State,  in 
which  State  he  continued  to  reside  until  1859.  when 
he  moved  to  Coffee  County.  Ala.,  where  he  lived 
for  eleven  years,  and  then  moved  to  Calhoun  Coun- 
ty, Ark. , where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  engag- 
ing in  farming.  He  owns  440  acres  of  land  with 
200  acres  under  cultivation;  he  also  has  on  his 
farm  a gin,  and  does  ginning  for  the  public.  In 
May,  1862,  Mr.  Moses  organized  a company  for 
the  Confederate  army.  They  proceeded  to  Mont- 
gomery, Ala. , where  they  soon  disbanded.  His 
company  then  joined  Rudolph’s  battalion  as  pri- 
vate, and  served  under  him  until  the  consolidation 
of  Rudolph  and  Slaughter's  battalions,  which 
made  the  Tenth  Confederate  Regiment.  Mr.  Moses 
was  then  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  this 
regiment,  under  Capt.  Maynard  in  the  latter  part 
of  1863,  and  later  to  lieutenant  colonel,  which 
office  he  held  until  his  capture  in  the  battle  of  Old 
Crab  Orchard,  August  23.  1863.  He  was  held 
prisoner  at  Johnson's  Island  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Mr.  Moses  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of 
Richmond,  Ivy.,  Big  Hill,  Ivy.,  Perry ville,  Ivy.,  and 
also  many  other  skirmishes.  At  the  battle  of  Old 
Crab  Orchard  he  was  wounded,  being  shot  throun-h 
the  bowels.  Mr.  Moses  was  twice  married:  First, 
to  Miss  E.  J.  Jennings,  daughter  of  John  A.  Jen- 
nings, an  old  resident  of  Fayette  County.  Ga. 
The  result  of  this  union  was  five  children:  Norton 
(died  in  1887).,  Angelous,  Egbert  (died  in  lSsS). 
Addela  and  Lulu.  The  three  surviving  children 
are  residents  of  this  State.  His  second  marriage 
occurred  about  March  6.  lSS4f,  to  Miss  L.  E.  Dunn, 
daughter  of  William  Dunn,  one  of  the  oldest  pi- 
oneers of  Calhoun  County.  To  this  union  were 
born  two  children:  Leroy  and  Montrose  (both  liv 
ing).  Mr.  Moses  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraterni- 
ty, joining  in  1851.  R.  A..K.  of  H. .and  the  Farm- 
ers’ Union,  which  he  joined  in  18X8.  "Although 
not  active  in  politics,  he  affiliates  with  the  Dem- 


ocratic party.  He  is  a highly  respected  citizen,  and 
j is  a liberal  supporter  of  all  public  enterprises. 

As  indicating  the  great  contrast  between  the  pres 
: ent  age  and  the  days  of  Mr.  Moses’  boyhood,  it  is 
of  interest  to  notice  some  of  the  hardships  and  pe- 
culiar experiences  through  which  lie  passed.  He 
! was  seventeen  years  old  before  possessing  a “ Sun- 
day pair"  of  shoes.  His  good  mother  would  start 
our  subject  and  his  brother  to  church  service  each 
Sabbath,  but  the  novelty  of  making  tracks  in  the 
road  while  on  the  way  made  the  boys  tardy  and 
thus  preaching  did  not  reach  them.  Food  was  so 
scarce  at  that  time  that  often  he  has  cried  for  even 
the  most  common  article.  At  such  periods  the 
mother  gave  the  best  substitute  she  had,  a tin  plate 
tilled  with  castor  oil,  hardly  a dish  to  be  relished 
at  the  present  ’ time.  Mr.  Moses  says  his  first 
Sunday  clothes  were  copperas  pants,  the  material 
j all  home-spun;  large  white  and  blue  check  shirt, 
etc.  When  a surplus  of  this  latter  material  was 
on  hand,  a trip  was  necessary  to  Hawkinsville,  Ga., 
where  a sale  was  made  to  the  Indians,  at  SI  per 
yard.  Cotton  was  carried  sixty  miles  to  a gin. 
Many  other  items  of  iuterest  might  be  added,  did 
space  but  permit,  of  the  privations  and  limited  con- 
veniences enjoyed  by  these  pioneers  of  so  long  ago. 
That  they  have  come  out  from  them  by  such  deter 
ruination  and  will,  speaks  a great  deal  for  the  firm- 
ness of  their  character  and  soundness  of  principle. 

Abram  A.  Nettles,  a resident  of  Calhoun  Coun- 
ty. Hampton  post  office,  Champagnolle  Township, 
was  born  in  Lowndes  County,  Ala.,  January  19, 
1830,  a son  'of  John  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Crimm) 
Nettles,  natives  of  Fair  held  District,  S.  C.  They 
moved  from  South  Carolina  to  Alabama,  in  which 
latter  State  they  died.  Our  subject  was  reared 
and  schooled  in  Alabama,  received  a fair  education 
at  the  common  country  schools,  and  commenced 
doing  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  when 
he  came  to  Arkansas  and  settled  in  Union  County, 
where  he  resided  until  1856.  He  then  came  to 
Calhoun  County,  where  he  settled  permanently,  and 
has  since  resided  on  his  farm,  consisting  of  100 
acres  of  land,  fifty  acres  of  which  he  has  under 
cultivation.  In  1851  he  was  married  to  Miss  L. 
C.  McElroy,  daughter  of  James  A.  and  Sarah 
(Ponsomby)  McElrow,  natives  of  Alabama.  To 
this  union  were  born  four  children,  viz.  : Sarah  E. 
(who  died  in  1854),  Martha  L.  (died  in  1855), 
Walter  S.  (died  in  1857)  and  Iva  N.  (at  home). 
Mr.  Nettles  enlisted  as  a private  in  1861,  in  the 
Confederate  army,  in  Company  K,  of  an  Arkansas 
regiment,  and  served  Until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  was  engaged  on  forced  marches  to  battles  of 
Elkhorn,  Poison  Springs  (Ark.),  Mansfield  ( La. ). 
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Jenkins’  Ferry  (Ark.),  and  was  also  engaged  in 
numerous  skirmishes.  Mr.  Nettles  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  does  not  take  an  active 
interest  in  politics.  He  was  elected  and  served 
one  term  as  magistrate.  Air.  Nettles  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  1850, 
also  of  the  Farmers’  Union,  which  he  joined  in 
1887.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nettles  and  child  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
He  has  been  very  successful  in  his  farming,  is  a good 
neighbor,  and  is  also  a liberal  supporter  of  all 
laudable  public  enterprises. 

John  S.  Newton,  a prominent  farmer  of  Frank- 
lin Township,  two  miles  east  of  Hampton,  was 
born  on  the  place  where  he  now  resides,  in  1847. 
the  elder  of  two  children  born  to  Thomas  and 
Nancy  Ann  (Simpson)  Newton,  natives  of  Alabama, 
i where  the  former  was  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1846  he  came  to  Arkansas  and  settled  on  the  place 
where  his  sou  now  resides.  He  entered  eighty 
| acres,  and  at  once  began  an  extensive  scale  of  im- 
provements which,  however,  was  cut  short  by  his 
death,  which  occurred  August  29.  1849.  In  1856 
his  widow  was  married  to  R.  W.  Fortenbery,  a 
Presbyterian  minister,  and  died  shortly  after  her 
marriage.  Our  subject  made  his  home  with  Ira 
Oliver,  and  after  his  mother’s  death  his  sister, 
Martha  Ann  B..  now  Mrs.  James  A.  Whitington, 
residing  in  Bradley  County,  also  found  a home 
with  Mr.  Oliver.  Our  subject  remained  with  Mr. 
Oliver  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  the  common  schools.  In  1865  he  joined 
the  Old  Men  aud  Boy's  company  of  Confederate 
soldiers,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war  went  back 
to  Mr.  Oliver,  with  whom  he  lived  until  his  mar- 
riage. in  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  Louisa  Oliver,  daughter 
of  Jeptha  Oliver  [see  sketch  of].  His  father’s  place 
i had  belonged  to  him  and  sister,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  marriage  he  moved  there  and  has  made  it  his 
home  ever  since,  and  has  added  to  the  original 
tract  until  he  now  owns  600  acres.  100  of  which  are 
j under  cultivation.  Here  he  is  engaged  in  general 
farming,  raising  corn,  but  making  a specialty  of 
cotton;  last  year  he  got  three  bales  of  cotton  from 
three  acres  of  land,  but  his  average  crop  is  one- 
half  a bale.  Air.  Newton  has  his  place  well  im- 
proved. In  I8i0  he  erected  a good  house.  In 
1881  he  bought  a tract  on  which  there  was  a horse 
gin,  in  which  he  introduced  steam.  It  was  burned 
in  1881,  and  he  immediately  erected  his  large 
steam-gin,  having  a capacity  of  six  bales;  this  is 
as  good  a gin  as  the  locality  affords,  and  in  1889 
j ginned  193  bales.  Mr  and  Mrs.  Newton  have 
had  eight  children  -four  boys  and  four  girls — one 
I of  whom,  a boy,  is  dead.  Mr.  Newton  is  a 


hustler,  and  takes  great  pride  in  keeping  his  place 
neat  and  clean,  and  as  a reward  for  his  industry 
has  a pleasant  and  handsome  home.  Politically, 
he  votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  all  church  and  school  work,  and 
has  been  a director  for  years. 

Thomas  Polk  Oliver,  a resident  of  Calhoun 
County,  Franklin  Township,  Hampton  post  office, 
was  born  in  Calhoun  County.  Ark..  Jauuaiy  25. 
1848,  the  third  child  born  to  Jeptha  and  Elizabeth 
Oliver,  natives  of  Talladega  County.  Ala.  His 
parents  are  still  living  three  miles  from  Hampton, 
in  Calhoun  County.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  reared  in  this  county,  receiving  a limited  edu- 
cation in  the  common  country  schools.  He  began 
doing  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  en 
gaging  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  now  owns 
265  acres  of  land,  with  100  acres  under  cultivation, 
and  from  which  he  always  gathers  a good  crop. 
Mr.  Oliver  was  married,  July  5.  1870,  to  .Miss  Mar- 
garet, I.  King,  daughter  of  J.  S.  and  Martha  King. 
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natives  of  Alabama,  St.  Clair  County.  She  died, 
leaving  four  children:  William  L..  Jeptha  L.. 
John  S.  and  James  II.  September  4.  1889.  Air. 
Oliver  was  again  married,  this  time  to  Aliss  Lula 
C.  Ashford,  daughter  of  Hiram  Ashford,  a native 
of  Tennessee.  Politically  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  takes  no  active  part  in  poli- 
tics. Air.  Oliver  is  at  present  serving  as  consta- 
ble of  Franklin  Township.  He  was  elected  in 
1888  without  any  electioneering  or  canvassing  on 
his  part.  He  is  a member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  educational  and  religious  work,  as  well  as  any- 
thing that  will  promote  the  public  welfare.  He 
is  a good  citizen  and  a successful  farmer. 

G.  W.  Oliver,  farmer  of  Polk  Township,  is  a 
native  of  Arkansas,  being  born  in  Dallas  Town- 
ship, this  county,  in  1851.  His  parents.  Jeptha 
and  Elizabeth  (AIcCants)  Oliver,  had  a family 
of  thirteen  children,  our  subject  being  tin*  sixth. 
They  were  natives  of  Alabama,  and  came  to  Ar- 
kansas in  1846,  settling  in  Dallas  County  (now 
Calhoun)  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides. 

| See  father's  sketch.  ) Our  subject  was  reared  on 
a farm,  and  attended  the  common  schools,  but 
owing  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  obtained  only 
J the  rudiments  of  an  education.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  in  February,  1872.  he  was  married 
to  Aliss  Katie  Aliears,  daughter  of  J.  H.  Aliears.  an 
early  settler  and  pioneer  in'  this  county.  In 
1873  his  father  gave  him  a farm  of  eighty  acres, 
to  which  he  has  since  added  160  acres.  1<  0 of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  most  of  which  he 
has  cleared  and  improved  himself.  He  does  a gen- 
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oral  farming,  but  devotes  considerable  attention  to 
raising  cotton  and  corn,  averaging  about  one  half 
bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre.  lie  is  also  somewhat 
engaged  in  stock  raising.  His  farm  is  one  of  the 
best  in  Polk  Township.  In  1872  he  erected  his 
neat  and  substantial  residence,  and  has  fair  im- 
provements. To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oli 
ver  were  born  nine  children,  viz. : -J.  Harvey, 

M ary  Elizabeth,  Robert  Lee.  Martha  Bell,  Charles 
Gaston,  Hattie  Bradford,  William  Henry,  Bettie 
Miears  and  John  'Franklin.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

Samuel  L.  Owens.  Among  those  who  deservedly 
rank  with  the  progressive  and  leading  citizens  of  Cal- 
houn County,  stands  the  name  of  the  above-men- 
tioned gentleman.  He  was  born  in  Dallas  County, 
Ark.,  January  1 1,  1854.  the  third  child  born  to  Will- 
iam A.  and  Elizabeth  S.  Owens,  natives  of  Tennes- 
see, who  moved  to  Dallas  County,  Ark.,  about  1847. 
Our  subject  was  principally  raised  in  Ouachita  and 
Calhoun  Counties,  and  received  a fair  education  at 
home,  and  at  the  ordinary  country  schools.  His 
principal  occupation  has  been  farming.  He  owns 
a tine  farm  of  160  acres,  with  fifty  acres  under 
j cultivation.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Martha 
James,  in  October.  1874.  She  was  the  sixth  child 
of  William  and  Mariah  James,  natives  of  Missouri. 
They  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Saline 
County,  from  which  county  they  moved  to  Calhoun 
County.  Mrs.  James  died  in  Calhoun  County, 
Ark.,  in  1880,  and  Mr.  James  still  lives  in  Calhoun 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owens  have  nine  children, 
viz.:  Annie  L..  Berthel  R . Marcus  L. , Edgar  and 
I Oscar  (twins).  Sarah  E. . Alice  M. , Rupert  P.  and 
Lydia  R.  Marcus  L.  died  in  1880:  the  rest  of 
the  children  live  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Owens 
is  an  ardent  Democrat  and  takes  a deep  interest  in 
the  politics  of  his  county.  He  was  elected  con- 
stable of  his  town-hip,  in  1876.  and  served  one 
term  in  that  capacity.  In  1882  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  served  for  four  years. 
He  was  then  (in  1886)  elected  to  represent  Calhoun 
County  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  served  two 
years  in  that  capacity.  He  i-  al-o  a member  of  the 
Farmers’  and  Laborers'  LTnion.  which  he  joined  in 
1886,  and  is  a zealous  worker  for  all  that  pertains 
to  the  public  welfare. 

James  Houston  Peacher. -editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Calhoun  Courier,  was  born  in  Brandon, 
Miss.,  September  21.  1865,  the  fourth  in  a family 
of  eight  children,  born  to  William  Andrew  and 
Mara  Ella  (Hicks)  Peacher.  the  former  a native  of 
Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Mississippi.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Maj.  Hicks,  of  Jackson,  was  a 
well  known  Mason,  and  one  of  the  leading  men  of 


his  time.  His  father  has  been  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Brandon  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  where  the  family  still  reside.  He  came  to  Ar- 
kansas in  1885,  began  work  on  the  Columbia  Idec- 
; ord.  published  at  Magnolia.  Columbia  County,  re- 
j mained  on  this  paper  about  two  and  one-half  years, 
j Then,  after  a short  trip  to  his  home,  he  returned  to  | 
j Arkansas,  settling  in  Hampton  in  August,  1888. 

I and  engaged  with  the  Calhoun  County  Courier  as 
printer.  October  11,  of  the  same  year,  he  as- 
sumed editorial  charge  of  the  paper  under  Pickett 
& Tomlinson,  and  held  this  position  until  Decem- 
ber, 1889,  when  he  purchased  the  office  and  paper, 
changed  the  name  to  the  Calhoun  Courier,  and  is 
I now  conducting  the  paper  with  force  and  skill, 
doing  good  work  for  Calhoun  County  and  the  - j 
j Democratic  party.  On  the  evening  of  May  S,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Lou  Titia  Silliman,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Silliman,  who  reside  in 
j Polk  Township,  this  county.  The  couple  have 
; begun  housekeeping,  and  save  the  continued  i 11  - 
! ne-s  of  the  husband,  there  are  no  visible  marks  to 
check  their  progress  and  happiness.  Although 
still  a young  man,  Mr.  Peacher  is  inspired  with  ! 
j energy  and  a progressive  spirit  that  is  rapidly 
placing  him  in  the  front  ranks  of  Calhoun  Coun- 
ty’s enterprising  citizens.  The  county’s  welfare 
is  the  subject  of  his  study  and  research,  and  to 
the  accomplishment  of  that  end  in  the  briefest 
time,  he  is  using  his  best  judgment.  As  a conse- 
: cjuenco  his  subscription  list  is  growing  steadily, 
and  the  people  of  this  section  seem  to  appreciate 
! his  endeavofs  in  promoting  all  worthy  enterprises. 

\Y.  R.  Pearson  is  the  owner  and  proprietor  of 
the  most  extensive  saw  and  planing  mill  at  this 
place.  His  mill,  which  was  erected  in  1886,  at  a 
cost  of  about  825.000.  has  a capacity  of  30,000 
j feet  daily,  and  has  live  miles  of  narrow  gauge  rail- 
way. of  thirty-five-pound  steel  rail,  named  the  Cal- 
houn County  Narrow  Gauge  Railway,  connected 
with  it.  and  employs  a gang  of  over  sixty-live  men. 

Mr.  Pearson  is  a native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  is 
a crenuine  Yankee.  He  first  saw  the  light  of  this 
world  May  25,  1845.  He  has  been  in  a saw  mill 
ever  since  he  was  a small  boy.  and  has  become 
thoroughly  familiar  with  all  phases  of  business. 

In  1859  he  came  to  Washington  County,  Mo. , from 
New  Hampshire,  and  engaged  in  the  saw-mill  busi 
ness  in  that  county  until  1885,  when 'he  came  to 
Dallas  County.  He  remained  there  one  year,  and 
then  came  to  Thornton,  where  he  has  sinceresided. 

Mr.  Pearson  has  a family  of  four  children,  viz.  : 
Orin  F.  (is  his  father's  book-keeper  at  the  present 
time),  Maude.  Blanche  and  Corrine.  The  three 
latter  reside  in  St.  Louis,  and  Mr.  Pearson  and  his 
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son  reside  at  this  place.  Mr.  Pearson  owns  4.000 
acres  of  timber  land,  and  values  the  land,  mill 
and  mill  equipments  at  $70,000.  He  is  an  ener- 
getic business  man,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all 

O O *J  J 

who  know  him. 

Hugh  A.  Pickett  is  another  of  Hampton’s 
young  and  enterprising  business  men,  and  was 
born  in  this  county  in  1855.  His  parents,  W.  J. 
and  Mary  \Y.  (Harris)  Pickett,  natives  of  North 
Carolina,  had  a family  of  seven  children,  our  sub- 
ject being  the  youngest.  His  father  moved  to 
Alabama  and  was  engaged  in  farming  until  1840, 
when  he  came  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Union  Coun- 
ty, where  he  bought  a farm  and  made  his  home  for 
three  years.  He  then  came  to  this  county  and 
bought  a farm  of  320  acres  of  wild  land,  and  at 
once  commenced  an  extensive  scale  of  improve- 
ments. clearing  200  acres.  He  soon  had  a com- 
fortable home.  He  enlisted  in  the  Old  Man’s  com 
pany.  Confederate  army  in  1805.  In  1807,  he 
moved  to  the  town  of  Hampton  and  engaged  in 
merchandising,  opening  a general  store.  He  had 
one  of  the  largest  stores  in  the  county,  and  did  a 
very  extensive  trade  for  several  years.  He  con- 
tinued here  about  six  years,  and  then,  in  1872,  was 
elected  county  and  probate  judge,  in  which  capac- 
ity he  served  for  four  years,  and  in  1876  returned  to 
his  farm,  where  he  died  in  1878.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  in  the  town  , of  Hampton,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  here, 
and  also  at  Clark's  Academy,  Berry ville.  Carroll 
County,  which  he  attended  for  one  year.  He  then 
engaged  as  book-keeper  until  1884,  when  he  was 
elected  to  his  present  office  (circuit  clerk  of  Cal- 
houn County),  was  re-elected  in  1886  and  in  1SSS 
without  opposition.  In  1889  he  started  a drug 
and  grocery  store,  and  in  1889  Mr.  Tomlinson 
| joined  under  the  firm  name  of  Pickett  A Tomlin- 
son. Mr.  Pickett  and  sister  owned  a good  farm 
of  300  acres,  which  adjoins  the  town;  about  seventy- 
five  acres  are  under  cultivation.  He  was  married 
in  18/5  to  Miss  Virgie  Tobin,  a native,  of  Clark 
County,  Ark  , and  this  union  has  been  blessed  in 
the  birth  of  five  children,  viz.;  David,  William, 
Francis.  Lennie,  and  Hugh  and  Virgie  (twins, 
born  in  February.  1889).  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  of 
which  Mr.  Pickett  is  steward  and  recording  secre- 
! tary. 

John  Calvin  Pierce,  a prominent  farmer  of  Cal- 
houn County,  Ark. , was  born  in  La  Fayette  County. 
Miss.,  August  19.  1848,  the  first  child  born  to  the 
union  of  C.  J.  and  Lucretia  Pierce,  the  former  a 
native  of  Georgia,  and  the  latter  of  Alabama,  and 
both  residents  of  Mississippi  for  some  time.  The 


immediate  subject  of  this  short  sketch  was  reared 
and  schooled  in  Mississippi,  receiving  a limited 
education  in  the  common  county  schools  of  his 
native  State.  At  the  ago  of  nineteen  years  he  be- 
gan doing  for  himself,  choosing  farming  as  his 
occupation,  at  which  he  has  been  unusually 
successful,  and  now  owns  240  acres  of  tine  land, 
with  about  100  acres  under  cultivation.  He  was 
married  in  1870,  to  Miss  Eveline  L.  Orr.  youngest 
child  of  William  and  Margaret  Orr,  old  and  re- 
spected settlers  of  Arkansas.  To  this  union  were 
born  live  children,  viz.;  Franklin  H.,  Dora  A.. 
William  R.,  Walter  L.  and  Asbury  J.  All  except 
Dora  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years,  are 
living  at  home.  Mr.  Pierce  enlisted  in  the  late 
war,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  as  private,  under 
Capt.  Fothbv.  in  the  Twenty  second  Mississippi 
Regiment,  and  served  under  different  captains  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in  a great 
many  skirmishes,  but  no  important  battles.  He 
takes  considerable  interest  in  politics,  and  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  served  as  bailiff 
of  Polk  Township  for  four  years,  and  served  in  the 
same  capacity  in  Huey  Township  two  years.  In 
iSSOhe  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Laborers'  Union,  which  he  joined 
in  1885.  and  is  a liberal  contributor  to  all  worthy 
public  enterprises. 

John  M.  Plunkett,  a resident  of  Calhoun 
County.  Cliampagnolla  Township,  Locust  Bayou 
post-office,  was  born  in  Perry  (since  Decatur) 
County,  Term.,  on  April  3,  1832,  first  child  of  H. 
W.  and  Dicey  Plunkett,  natives  of  North  Carolina. 
They  moved  to  Tennessee  while  quite  young,  and 
here  the  father  died  in  1849.  The  mother  then 
moved  to  Union  County,  Ark.,  in  January.  1851. 
and  lived  there  until  1850.  She  then  moved  to 
Calhoun  County'. where  she  resided  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  1803.  Our  subject  was  princi- 
pally raised  in  Tennessee,  where  he  obtained  a 
limited  education  in  an  old  log  school-house  among 
the  hills  of  Tennessee.  At  the  death  of  his  father 
he  began  doing  for  himself  and  mother.  Julv  8. 
1858,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  51  ary  H. 
Hollis,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Sarah  Hollis,  an 
old  and  respected  family  of  Calhoun  County.  To 
this  union  were  born  eleven  children : Dicey  E.  E. . 
Lou  51.,  Jerry,  John  H. , an  infant  (who  died  be- 
fore naming),  William  G..  Charles  51.,  Lewis. 
5Iary  A.,  and  James  N.  and  Harriet  H.  (twins). 
Jerry  is  unmarried;  William  G.  and  Harriet  H. 
are  dead;  Emma  married  5Ir.  John  5Iidlay.  and 
Lou  married  James  H.  Neeley,  and  are  living 
near  their  father.  5Ir.  Plunkett  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army  in  1802,  in  Radford  County,  and 
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served  about  three  weeks,  when  he  was  discharged. 
Ho  then  returned  home,  where  he  remained  about 
twelve  months,  when  he  re-enlisted  in  Company 
H,  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  continued  to 
serve  as  a private  until  t lie  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  in  several  skirmishes;  also  in  the  famous  Mis- 
souri raid  under  Gen.  Fagan.  Mr.  Plunkett  takes 
an  active  interest  in  politics,  and  is  an  Independ- 
ent. He  is  a member  of  tire  Farmers'  Union, 
which  he  joined  in  1 SSG.  He  is  a farmer  by  occu 
pation,  and  owns  280  acres  of  land,  ninety  acres  of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  and  has  erected  a cot- 
ton-gin on  his  farm,  and  does  his  own  ginning. 

J.  B.  Ponder,  M.  D..tlie  well-known  physician 
and  surgeon  of  Locust  Bayou  post-office.  River 
Township,  Calhoun  County,  is  a native  of  Georgia, 
born  in  Oglethorpe  County.  April  4,  1820,  the  fifth 
child  born  to  James  H.  and  Elizabeth  Ponder,  na- 
tives of  Georgia,  who  moved  to  Arkansas  in  4840, 
settling  in  Ouachita  County,  where  they  resided  un- 
til their  death  in  1855  and  1854,  respectively. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  principally  reared 
in  Montgomery  County,  Ala.,  and  came  to  Arkan- 
sas with  his  parents.  He  received  his  education 
in  Alabama,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  entered  the 
New  Orleans  Medical  College,  and  graduated  from 
there  at  the  end  of  two  years.  He  then  returned 
to  Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  and  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  and  here  he  continued  to  prac- 
tice until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  In  1861 
he  went  from  Ouachita  County  to  Fredericksburg, 
Ya.,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  1861  was  detailed  as 
surgeon  at  the  batteries  on  the  Potomac,  where  he 
remained  until  the  spring  of  1862.  He  then  re- 
joined his  regiment  at  Acqua  Creek  in  Virginia, 
and  from  there  came  to  Corinth,  Miss.,  in  1862, 
where  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh  for 
two  days  (April  6 and  7).  After  this  battle  he  re- 
ceived a discharge  and  returned  to  his  home  in 
Ouachita  County.  In  July.  1862.  he  received  an 
appointment  as  an  enrolling  officer,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  served  until  the  first  part  of  1863.  when 
he  resigned  the  position.  He  then  resumed  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Camden,  Ark.,  until  the 
winter  of  1865.  at  which  time  he  moved  to  Smith- 
land,  in  Columbia  County,  Ark. , where  he  practiced 
medicine  until  the  fall  of  1867.  From  Smithland  he 
moved  to  Calhoun  County,  and  located  permanently 
at  this  latter  place.  He  owns  a fine  farm  of  160 
acres,  with  about  sixty  acres  under  cultivation.  The 
Doctor  was  married  July  15,  1864,  wedding  Miss 
Susan  Webb,  daughter  of  John  and  Elena  Webb, 
natives  of  Georgia,  who  moved  to  Arkansas  in 
1856,  settling  in  Camden,  Ouachita  County,  where 
thev  resided  for  some  time.  Dr.  Ponder  is  a 


member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  (which  he  joined 
in  1841).  also  of  the  Farmers’  Union  since  1SSS. 
He  does  not  take  an  active  interest  in  politics, 
but  is  a stanch  Democrat  and  takes  a deep  in- 
terest in  the  public  welfare.  He  is  a good  phy 
sician  and  enjoys  a large  and  lucrative  practice,  as 
his  father,  who  was  one  of  the  first  physicians  in 
Camden.  Ark.,  and  practiced  there  for  many  years, 
did  before  him. 

J.  A.  Prim  in  is  another  of  the  successful  and 
enterprising  farmers  of  Calhoun  County,  Hampton 
post-office,  Champagnolle  Township,  and  was  born 
in  Shelby  County,  Ala.,  on  July  16,  1847,  the  fifth 
child  born  to  the  union  of  John  4’.  Primm  and 
Nancy  Abbott,  the  former  a native  of  South 
Carolina  and  the  latter  of  Mississippi.  The  mar- 
riage took  place  in  Shelby  County,  Ala.,  about 
1830,  from  where  they  moved  to  Union  County, 
Ark.,  iu  1847.  where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
the  death  of  the  father  in  1862.  The  mother  then 
resided  with  her  son  (our  subject)  until  her  death 
in  1878.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  our  subject 
began  doing  for  himself,  engaging  in  farming, 
which  has  since  been  his  occupation.  He  now 
owns  160  acres  of  land  with  fifty-five  acres  under 
cultivation.  In  October,  1869,  Air.  Primm  was 
married  to  Aliss  E.  E.  MeClanaban,  who  died  two 
weeks  after  her  marriage.  November  23,  1871,  he 
was  again  married,  this  time  to  Aliss  T.  H.  Dunn. 
Her  parents.  Allen  and  Harriet  Dunn,  were  mar- 
ried in  Alabama  and  moved  to  Arkansas,  settling 
in  Calhoun  County  about  1845.  To  this  second 
union  were  born  seven  children,  viz.:  Lucy  AI. , 
John  T.,  Cornelius  B.  . Charlie  N.,  James  D..  Al- 
len I).  and  Elias  O.  With  the  exception  of  Lucy 
AI.,  who  died  October  4,  1872,  the  children  are  all 
living  at  home.  Air.  Primm  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate service  of  the  late  war  in  the  latter  part  of 
1863  in  Company  A.  Bird’s  battalion,  First  Trans- 
Alississippi  Cavalry,  and  served  as  private  under 
Capt.  Ed  Crawford  until  the  close  of  the  war.  most 
of  the  time  on  detached  duty.  Air.  Primm  is  a 
member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  which  he 
joined  in  1872:  he  is  also  a member  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Wheel,  which  he  joined  in  1886.  He  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  but  does  not  take  a very'  active 
part  in  politics.  Both  he  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  since 
1881.  of  which  All1.  Primm  is  also  steward;  he  is 
also  steward  of  the  Beardin  Circuit.  He  is  a good 
citizen,  and  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

James  AY.  Raiford.  a prominent  farmer  of  Cham- 
pagnolle Township,  was  born  iu  North  Carolina, 
iu  1842.  the  eldesl  of  a family  of  five  children 
born  to  Robert  J.  and  Charlotte  C.  (Covintdon  I 
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Raiford,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  llis  paternal 
grandfather  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  His  father  was  a farmer  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  in  1 Su'd  came  to  Arkansas,  settling  near 
Little  Bay,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  bought  and 
entered  a tract  of  land,  employing  some  twenty  to 
thirty  hands  to  improve  some  of  this  land:  he 
died  February  (j,  1855.  His  widow,  after  a 
time,  married  a Mr.  McDonald,  and  died.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a farm,  at 
tending  the  common  schools  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  war,  in  May,  1861.  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
company  of  Dr.  Ecldes,  which  company  was  dis- 
banded, and  our  subject  returned  to  his  home  in 
Calhoun  County.  He  then  joined  the  company 
raised  by  O.  H.  P.  Black,  left  home  December  9, 
and  December  22,  1861,  joined  the  Confederate 
service.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge, 
from  there  went  to  Corinth,  was  in  the  battles  of 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky;  was  with  Kirby  Smith 
m Kentucky:  was  at  Covington,  Ky. , then  went  to 
Harrodsburg.  and  then  to  Cumberland  Gap.  and 
then  at  Murfreesboro,  then  to  Slielbyville.  for  the 
winter.  He  then  went  to  Mississippi,  was  at  Big 
Black,  July  4,  1863  then  stood  a siege  of  ten  days 
at  Jackson,  was  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
then  to  Mobile  and  into  Florida,  where  they  re- 
mained until  May  4:  then  to  Resaca,  Ga. , from 
that  point  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Georgia  cam- 
I paign;  then  in  many  skirmishes  before  Atlanta: 
next  through  Georgia,  after  Sherman;  then  after 
much  marching,  to  North  Carolina,  at  Bentonsville. 
March  19,  1865,  and  surrendered  at  Jamestown. 
He  had  a brother,  J.  K.  Raiford.  killed  at  Atlanta. 
He  reached  home  September  23,  1865,  and  at  once 
began  farming,  and  soon  purchased  the  place  on 
which  he  now  resides.  He  has  as  good  a farm  as 
there  is  in  the  township;  his  farm  consists  of  280 
acres  of  good  laud,  with  185  acres  under  cultiva- 
j tion,  which  he  devotes  principally  to  the  raising  of 
cotton,  of  which  commodity  he  averages  one-half 
bale  to  the  acre.  He  also  does  general  farming, 
and  has  a tine  orchard.  Mr.  Raiford  was  married 
January  22,  1868,  to  Miss  C.  E.  Furr,  the  daugh- 
ter of  an  old  pioneer  of  this  county.  To  this  union 
' were  born  nine  children,  viz.:  Robert  E.  (died  in 
infancy),  Maud  Covington,  James  G.  (died  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years).  Willie  (died  in  infancy). 
Einmitt  O'Neal  (died  in  infancy),  Jewell  (died  in 
infancy),  Lillian,  Minnie  Lee  and  Ellis  Elmo.  The 
family  are  all  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

Dr.  Freeman  A.  Remley.  practicing  physician 
and  surgeon  and  druggist  of  Thornton,  was  born 
in  Alabama.  February  13,  1852,  a son  of  Michael 


Remley.  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1812, 
and  died  in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  in  1884.  They 
were  of  Dutch  descent.  He  was  a broker  and 
speculator,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Bailey, 
a native  of  Alabama,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children — 
seven  boys  and  three  girls — six  of  whom  are  still 
living,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  fourth. 
Mrs.  Remley  died  in  1873.  When  our  subject 
was  live  years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to  Drew 
County,  Ark.,  where  he  was  raised  and  received 
his  literary  education  at  Monticello.  He  graduated 
at  the  medical  college  of  Louisville,  K_v.,  in  1873, 
and  the  same  year  began  to  practice  medicine  at 
Hampton,  Calhoun  County,  Ark.  He  remained 
here  two  and  one  half  years  aud  then  moved  to 
Lincoln  County,  on  the  Arkansas  River,  and  was 
there  about’  eight  years.  He  then  went  to  New 
Edinburg,  Cleveland  County,  where  he  practiced 
for  two  years,  aud  then  came  to  Thornton,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  In  1889  he,  in  partnership 
with  his  younger  brother.  Joseph,  opened  a drug 
store  in  this  place,  and  they  now  carry  a general 
line  of  drugs  valued  at  §1,100.  They  have  a neat 
and  convenient  store  building  which  was  planned 
by  Mr.  Remley.  On  January  26,  1876,  Mr.  Rem- 
ley married  Miss  Elizabeth  McDonald,  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  born  about  1858.  This  union  was 

blessed  with  three  children— two  boys  and  one  oirl 

^ © 

— viz. : Michael,  Douglas  and  Vera.  Mr  Remley 
belongs  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Tilden.  He  is  a good  physician  and 
citizen,  and  has  a tine  practice. 

Jolm'B.  Ritchie,  an  enterprising  and  prosper 
ous  farmer  of  Polk  Township,  was  born  in  Missis- 
sippi in  1853,  the  eldest  of  a family  of  six  children 
born  to  Samuel  H.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Donald- 
son) Ritchie.  His  father  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  followed  that  calling  in  Mississippi  until 
1858.  when  he  came  to  Arkansas  and  settled  in 
Polk  Township,  this  county.  Here  he  bought  350 
acres,  somewhat  improved,  but  he  instituted  more 
extensive  improving  during  the  few  years  that  he 
lived  after  coming  here,  dying  in  May  of  1861. 
The  mother  is  still  living.  Our  subject  received 
his  education  at  the  common  schools  of  his  county, 
but  during  the  war  the  schools  in  this  section  were 
closed,  consequently  his  educational  advantages 
were  limited.  John  B.  Ritchie  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  and  it  was  but  natural  in  chocsing  his  occu- 
pation in  life  he  should  select  that  of  farming. 
In  1872  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  120  acres, 
on  which  he  made  many  improvements,  erected  a 
dwelling,  cleared  about  forty  acres,  and  now  has 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township.  He  has 
now  100  acres  under  cultivation  and  raises  a 
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variety  of  crops,  making  a specialty,  however,  of 
cotton.  In  187-  Mr.  Ritchie  ■was  married,  choos- 
ing as  his  companion  in  life  Miss  Margaret  J. 
Benson,  daughter  of  W.  C.  Benson,  a pioneer  in 
this  section.  This  union  was  blessed  with  nine 
children,  all  living  except  • one.  -Emma  Maud,  who 
died  in  the  year  1SS9  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
The  surviving  children  are:  William  Henry.  Zoller- 
coft'er,  Charles  Edward,  Clara,  Hattie  Elizabeth. 
Norah,  Ada  and  Lee.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Ritchie 
is  an  active  and  enterprising  citizen,  and  takes  an 
earnest  interest  in  all  worthy  enterprises.  He  has 
served  as  school  director  for  the  last  seven  years. 

J.  C.  N.  Robertson,  M.  D..  of  Thornton,  Cas- 
well Township,  was  born  in  Hardeman  County. 
Tenn.,  August  1,  1840.  His  father.  Charles  S. 
Robertson,  a native  of  Alabama,  died  when  our 
subject  was  very  small.  He  was  married  in  Ala 
bama  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Thomas,  a native  of  the 
same  State,  and  had  nine  children,  of  whom  rive 
- — four  boys  and  one  daughter — are  still  living,  and 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest,  Mrs.  Robert- 
son died  in  Arkansas,  in  1S75.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  raised  in  Tennessee,  where  he  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Hardeman 
County,  that  State,  and  completed  his  literary 
education  in  Jackson  High  School.  Madison  County. 
Tenn.  He  attended  two  courses  of  lectures  at 
Medical  University  of  Nashville,  in  185S.  The 
same  year  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
Hardeman  County,  and  practiced  there  for  one 
year.  He  then  came  to  Ouachita  County,  Ark., 
and  practiced  there  for  two  years,  when  he 
moved  to  Chambersville,  Calhoun  County.  Here 
he  remained  for  a short  time,  when  he  came 
to  Thornton,  which  he  intends  to  make  his  per- 
manent home.  He  is  well  known  in  this  countv, 
where  he  has  practiced  since  1861,  and  has  built 
up  a large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  has  also 
farmed  in  connection  with  his  practice,  but  will 
hereafter  devote  his  whole  time  and  attention  to 
his  profession.  Dr.  Robertson  was  married  in 
Ouachita  County,  Ark  . to  Miss  Sarah  Roberts,  a 
native  of  Alabama,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children, 
six  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.:  Lydia  i deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  John  Crawford).  Naomi  (wife  of  J. 
H.  Steelman),  Ella  (wife  of  D.  H.  Gallagher). 
Cora,  Joseph  A.,  Charles  A.  and  Willie.  Mrs. 
Robertson  died  in  IS  <6.  and  in  January.  ISSI. 
Dr.  Robertson  was  again  united  in  marriage,  this 
time  to  Mrs.  Hancock.  She  died  in  1885.  Dr. 
Robertson  is  now  and  always  has  been  a Democrat, 
casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Seymour.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  is  a member 


of  M Lodge  No.  361,  at  Fordyce,  in  which  lodge  he 
is  Master  Mason.  He  was  made  a Mason  in  1860. 
Dr.  Robertson  is  a prominent  citizen  and  a good 
physician,  and  certainly  deserves  to  succeed  in 
his  new  undertaking. 

J.  H.  Rowland.  Another  of  the  enterprising 
young  men  of  this  section  is  Mr.  Rowland,  a school 
teacher  of  Dallas  Township.  He  was  born  in  this 
county  in  1856.  the.  seventh  in  a family  of  fourteen, 
eight  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  born  to  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  (Williams)  Rowland,  the  former  a 
native  of  Illinois  and  the  latter  of  Alabama.  His 
maternal  grandfather,  James  Williams,  was  one 
of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Bradley  County,  settling 
there  in  1836.  when  the  country  was  very  thinly 
settled,  his  nearest  neighbor  being  twenty  miles 
distant.  His  paternal  grandfather  came  to  Brad- 
ley County  from  Missouri  about  1841  and  settled 
near  Mr.  Williams.  Our.  subject's  parents  grew  to 
maturity  in  Bradley  County,  and  were  married 
there  in  1844.  They  soon  moved  to  Dallas  County, 
now  Calhoun,  and  settled  at  Chambersville,  where 
they  remained,  however,  but  one  year.  They  then 
moved  to  Dallas  Township,  where  Mr.  Rowland 
entered  a tract  of  160  acres,  on  which  he  had  at 
once  proceeded  to  make  improvements,  building  a 
house,  etc.  He  lived  on  this  place  until  1873,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  cleared  some  100  acres— and 
greatly  improved  the  place  In  18/3  he  exchanged 
his  farm  for  the  place,  where  he  now  resides — a good 
farm  of  125  acres  of  land,  about  sixty  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  the  balance  well  timbered.  Polit- 
ically. he ‘votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  al- 
though he  is  no  otriee-seeker  and  not  active  in  pol- 
itics, he  has  held  the  position  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  nearly  twenty  years.  Both  he  and  wife 
are  now7,  and  have  been  for  years,  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  has  always  been 
an  earnest  advocate  of  public  schools  He  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  army  in  1863,  in  a Home  Guard 
company,  and  served  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  had  one 
son  in  the  army  also.  J.  P. , who  served  from  his  ma 
jority. early  in  1865, to  close  of  war:  was  in  the  battle 
of  Mount  Elba.  Our  subject  wras  reared  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  attended  the  common  schools  of 
this  county  during  early  youth,  and  worked  on  the 
farm  at  his  majority.  Then  lie  attended  school  at 
Summerville  for  seven  months:  then  for  a term  of  rive 
months,  at  Warren,  and  then  again  at  Summerville. 
In  February.  1883.  he  entered  the  State  University, 
at  Fayetteville,  and  remained  there  until  June. 
1884,  and  in  September  of  the  same  year  was  taken 
sick  and  returned  home.  During  all  this  time  he 
had  taught  school  at  intervals  to  pay  his  way  to 
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complete  his  education.  In  October,  1887,  he  en- 
tered the  Ouachita  Baptist  Coliege,  remained  there 
two  years,  and  graduated  in  June,  18S9,  and  has 
since  been  engaged  in  teaching  at  Summerville. 
He  is  a member  of  the  .Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  is  very  active  in  church  work.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Dallas  Agricultural  AY  heel  No.  1227. 

Robert  J.  Russell.  Prominent  among  the  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  Calhoun  County  stands  the  name 
which  heads  this  sketch.  Air.  Russell  was  born  in 
Talladega  County.  Ala..  May  28,  1849.  the  first 
child  born  to  Nineva  and  Margaret  Russell,  who 
moved  to  Calhoun  County  in  1858.  They  had  thir- 
teen children,  viz.:  Robert  J..  Francis  A.,  Joyce 
A.,  Dizie  A.,  James  C. , AYilliam  H..  Donie  A . Dora 
E.,  Thomas  H.,  Maggie.  David  \Y.,  John  AY.  and 
George  AY.  These  children,  with  the  exception  of 
two,  Maggie  and  Dizie  A . who  are  dead,  and  William 
H.,  who  resides  at  Fordyce,  are  residents  of  Cal- 
houn County.  His  parents  moved  to  Calhoun 
County  when  he  was  nine  years,  and  here  he  was 
reared  and  schooled,  receiving  a limited  education 
in  the  common  country  schools.  He  commenced 
doing  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years, 
choosing  farming  as  his  occupation,  with  which 
calling  he  has  ever  since  been  identified.  He  now 
owns  a good  farm  of  195  acres  of  land,  with  eighty 
acres  under  cultivation.  January  4.  1871,  Air. 
Russell  was  married  to  Aliss  A’irginia  A.  Dunn. 
Her  parents,  E.  P.  and  AI.  L Dunn,  were  among 
the  early  pioneers  of  this  section.  By  this  mar- 
riage Mr.  Russell  has  eight  children,  all  living, 
viz.:  Robert  P. , John  D.,  Wiley  J..  Alary  A., 

Laura  E.,  Ella  AI  , AVarner  H.  and  Alattie  L.  Air. 
Russell  takes  no  active  part  in  politics,  but  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a member  of 
one  of  Calhoun  County’s  subordinate  AV heels. 
Both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

G.  T.  Sikes  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  farm- 
ers of  Jackson  Township.  He  was  born  in  Ala- 
bama in  1858,  the  elder  of  two  children  born  to 
Aides  and  Emily  (Talbot)  Sikes,  natives  of  Georgia. 
His  father  was  engaged  as  an  overseer  in  Alabama, 
to  which  State  he  had  come  at  an  early  day.  and 
where,  later  on,  he  was  married.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  he  entered  the  Confederate  service,  and 
died  from  sickness  iu  the  fall  of  1894.  His  wife 
had  died  one  month  prior.  This  left  our  subject 
and  his  young  brother.  John,  with  their  grand- 
father, Green  Talbot.  Air  Talbot  was  in  the  War 
of  4812.  in  which  he  served  with  distinction,  and 
was  always  known  as  General.  He.  had  been 
sheriff  in  Georgia  for  some  time,  and  was  well- 
known  in  Chambers  County.  Ala.  He  died  in  1875, 


and  left  liis  excellent  widow  in  charge  of  our  sub- 
ject. She  died  in  1880,  and  Air.  Sikes  takes  pride 
iu  the  fact,  that  as  they  attended  him  in  his  youth 
he  supported  and  comforted  their  old  age.  Our 
subject's  youth  was  spent  on  the  farm  in  Alabama 
until  he  was  twelve  years  of  age.  when  his  grand- 
parents came  to  Arkan-as.  and  settled  in  Calhoun 
County,  and  bought  a farm  in  Jackson  Township. 
The  educational  advantages  of  our  subject  and  his 
brother.  John,  were  very  limited.  They  assisted 
each  other,  and,  after  a time,  began  to  teach 
school:  one  would  teach  while  the  other  worked 
the  farm.  In  1884  John  begau  the  study  of  med- 
icine, and  in  1884  he  went  to  Cleveland  County, 
where  he  placed  himself  under  the  instruction  of 
Dr.  Tims,  a cousin.  He  had  been  there  only  about 
three  months  when  he  was  taken  sick  with  typhoid 
fever,  and  died  December  18,  1884.  He  was  a 
young  man  of  great  promise,  ambitious  to  secure 
an  education,  and  secure  a position  in  the  world. 
His  adoption  of  the  profession  of  medicine  was  his 
own  choice,  with  the  counsel  of  his  brother,  our 
subject,  and  his  brilliant  youth  insured  a successful 
future,  which  was  frustrated  by  his  early  death. 
At  the  time  of  his  grandfather’s  death  the  old 
place  was  encumbered,  and  they  soon  made  ar- 
rangements to  purchase  the  place,  on  which  our 
subject  now  resides — a farm  of  120  acres,  forty  of 
which  are  under  cultivation.  Our  subject  has  put 
in  all  improvements,  erected  a good  double  house 
and  outbuildings,  did  the  clearing,  and  now  has 
as  good  a farm  as  that  section  affords,  and  is 
still  engaged  in  making  further  clearing.  He 
is  engaged  in  general  farming,  striving  to  raise 
everything  that  he  needs  for  home  consumption. 
He  averages  one-half  hale  of  cotton  to  the  acre, 
and,  say,  fifteen  bushels  of  corn.  In  connection 
with  his  farming  he  still  teaches  school.  Air.  Sikes 
is  unmarried,  and  his  housekeeping  is  attended  to 
by  an  aunt,  Aliss  Harriet  Talbot,  who  came  to  Ar- 
kansas with  her  parents,  and  has  always  made  the 
house  of  our  subject  her  home.  This  sketch  of 
Air.  Sikes  will  serve  as  a good  example  to  all 
voung  men,  lie  beino-  whollv  self  made  and  edu- 
cated.  Air.  Sikes  is  a member  of  the  County  Wheel. 
He  is  somewhat  active  in  politics,  and  votes  with 
the  Democratic  party.  Although  not  a church 
member.  Mr.  Sikes  is  an  earnest  worker  in  all 
church  as  well  as  school  work. 

Stanley  B.  Stroud,  well  known  in  agricultural 
circles,  is  a native  of  Chambers  County,  Ala.,  and 
was  born  on  June  22,  1847.  He  was  the  youngest 
of  ten  children  horn  to  his  parents,  James  and  Jane 
(Post)  Stroud,  natives  of  Georgia,  born  in  4 S > ’ 2 
and  1807,  respectively.  The  father  emigrated  to 
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Calboua  County,  Ark.,  from  Alabama,  in  1848.  and 
entered  land,  and  there  he  passed  his  life,  dying  in 
1881  his  wife  having  previously  died  on  February 
13.  1875.  He  was  the  son  of  Philip  Stroud,  born 
in  Virginia,  of  English  descent,  who  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Stanley  B.  Stroud 
was  brought  to  this  county  by  his  parents  while  in 
his  infancy,  and  here  he  attained  his  growth,  and 
obtained  a good  common-school  education.  He 
remained  at  home  until  he  had  attained  his  major- 
ity, and  then  he  commenced  life  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility by  engaging  in  farming.  He  was  mar- 
lied  in  1882  to  Miss  Camella  Tims,  a native  of 
Alabama,  born  on  January  5.  1860,  the  daughter 
of  Rerna  and  Caroline  (Talbot)  Tims.  Her  pa 
ternal  grandfather  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  her  maternal  grandfather  also  served  in 
the  patriot  army,  with  the  rank  of  general.  Her 
mother,  Caroline  Tims,  was  a daughter  of  Green 
B.  Talbot,  who  was  born  in  Oglethorpe  County, 
Ga.,  in  1791,  and  died  in  Arkansas  in  1875,  whither 
he  had  emigrated  about  1870.  He  married  Mbs 
Mary  Anthony,  a native  of  Jasper  County,  Ga..  j 
born  in  1795  the  daughter  of  James  and  Ann  (Tate) 
Anthony,  and  she  departed  this  life  in  this  county 
in  1885.  Mrs.  Stroud  was  one  of  live  children  I 
born  to  her  parents,  only  three  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Her  marriage  with  Mr.  Stroud  was  blessed 
in  the  birth  of  four  children:  James  B. . Rema  B. , 
Pearl  and  an  infant.  Mr.  Stroud  has  been  reason- 
ably successful  in  life,  and  now  owns  200  acres  of 
valuable  land,  with  about  sixty  acres  under  culti 
vation,  lying  about  ten  miles  north  of  the  county 
seat,  and  about  three  miles  south  of  Fordyce,  in 
Moro  Township,  in  Calhoun  County.  His  wife  is 
a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and 
in  politics  be  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

George  Henry  Thompson  is  prominent  among 
the  successful  agriculturists  of  the  county,  and 
among  those  deserving  special  recognition  for  their 
loim  residence  in  this  couutv,  being  a member  of 
one  of  the  earlier  families.  His  parents.  Daniel 
A.  and  Matilda  E.  Thompson,  natives  of  Tennes- 
see and  Alabama,  respectively,  came  to  Arkansas 
in  1850.  settling  in  Calhoun  County,  where  they 
continued  to  live  until  the  death  of  the  mother, 
about  1879.  The  father  is  at  present  living  in 
Grayson  County.  Tex.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
War  of  1836;  he  also  enlisted  in  the  late  war  in 
1861  and  served  about  one  year.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  December  15.  1844,  in  Jack- 
son  County,  Ala,  and  was  principally  reared  in 
Ouachita  County,  Ark.,  to  which  place  his  parents 
moved  in  1853,  when  our  subject  was  but  nine 
years  of  age.  He  received  a limited  education  at 


the  common  country  schools,  and  began  doing  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  choosing  as  his 
occupation  in  life,  farming.  He  now  owns  140 
acres  of  good  land,  forty  of  which  are  under  an 
excellent  state  of  cultivation,  and  always  raises 
good  crops.  He  was  married.  October  3.  1866,  to 
Miss  Isabella  H.  Means,  a daughter  of  Andrew  N. 
and  Elizabeth  H.  Means,  who  moved  from  St. 
Clair  County.  Ala. , and  settled  in  Calhoun  County. 
Ark.,  in  1853.  Mr.  Thompson  enlisted  as  private 
in  the  late  war.  in  1862.  in  Company  G,  Third 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  Winburn.  and 
served  under  him  for  eighteen  months,  when  Capt. 
W inburn  was  killed.  His  place  w.as  taken  by 
Capt.  Dumar,  under  whom  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Thompson  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Chickamauga  and  Atlanta,  Ga.  In 
the  latter  battle  he  was  slightly  wounded  in  the 
body  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  for  a short  time, 
but  after  recovering  went  back  to  his  old  command 
and  was  in  the  battle  at  Thompson  Station;  also 
the  battle  at  Savannah,  Ga.  Air.  Thompson  is  a 
member  of  the  Farmers’  Union,  also  of  the  State 
Grange.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat,  but  does  not 
take  an  active  part  in  politics.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thompson  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  the  former  joining  in  1867,  and  the  latter 
at  the  age  of  twelve.  Mr.  Thompson  takes  a deep 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  county,  is  a good 
farmer,  and  is  a general  favorite  with  his  neigh 
hors. 

Col.  T.  A.  Thornton  is  a prominent  planter  of 
Calhoun  County,  and  was  born  in  Alabama,  in 
1836,  the  third  in  a family  of  seven  children  born 
to  W.  S.  and  Nancy  (Moor)  Thornton.  October 
5,  1844,  his  father  came  to  Arkansas  and  settled  at 
Chambersville,  and  was  about  the  third  settler  in 
the  county.  They  went  west  to  the  end  of  the 
road,  where  they  made  their  settlement  in  this 
county.  Here  he  began  farming  by  settling  on  a 
tract  of  about  300  acres.  He  erected  a home  and 
made  improvements,  and  in  about  1847  or  1848. 
he  started  a store  ou  his  own  place.  This  was  the 
first  store  in  Calhoun  County.  He  lived  there  un- 
til 1852,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Camden, 
where  he  engaged  in  merchandising,  until  1360. 
when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Hampton,  Calhoun 
County.  Here  he  started  an  extensive  store,  and 
continued  in  this  business  until  the  outbreak  of  tin- 
war.  He  then  retired  from  business  until  after 
the  war,  when  he  engaged  with  a firm  in  New  Or- 
leans to  sell  goods  through  the  counts  : w as  soon 
after  taken  sick  and  died,  November  7.  1867.  His 
death  closed  an  active  business  career.  As  an 
early  settler  and  pioneer  he  is  well  remembered 
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throughout  this  section.  The  mother  died  during 
the  war.  in  1863.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  receiving  his  education  at  the  common  schools 
and  at  home.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  lie  assisted 
in  raising  a company  in  this  county,  and  was 
elected  first  lieutenant  of  the  “ Esco  Pets."  Capt. 
Joe  McCullough  was  ordered  to  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  State,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Pea  Ridge.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the  East 
tern  Division,  and  was  in  most  of  the  battles  there, 
from  Shiloh  to  Sherman’s  campaign.  At  Rich- 
mond, Ivy.,  they  captured  five  times  as  many  pris- 
oners as  the  number  of  their  men.  He  was  capt- 
ured at  Nashville,  but  soon  made  his  escape.  At 
the  close  of  the  war,  he  came  back  home,  and  in 
October,  1865,  married  Miss  Mattie  Pickett,  daugh- 
ter of  W.  .J.  Pickett.  He  now  bought  a farm  and 
began  farming  From  time  to  time,  he  has  owned 
large  tracts  of  land  in  this  county.  He  now  owns 
a farm  of  300  acres,  two  miles  west  of  town,  150 
acres  under  cultivation.  He  makes  a specialty  of 
cotton,  averaging  one-lialf  bale  to  the  acre.  He 
has  a good  orchard,  and  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
this  section.  To  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  been  born  eleven  children,  four  of  whom 
are  dead,  viz.:  William  Frederic, Walter  H.,  Ever, 
Jimmie,  Yalma,  Vera  and  Vivian;  and  Mary.  Vir- 
gie,  Charley  and  Harris,  who  are  dead.  Mr. 
Thornton  is  a member  of  the  Wheel,  and  an  active 
and  enterprising  citizen. 

J.  T.  O.  Tibbits.  Among  the  many  enterpris- 
ing and  successful  farmers  of  Dallas  Township  is 
Mr.  Tibbits.  He  was  born  in  Georgia,  in  1837.  the 
second  in  a family  of  eight  children  born  to  Job 
W.  and  Sarah  (Somerville)  Tibbits.  His  father 
followed  farming  in  Georgia  until  1858,  when  he 
came  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  in  Calhoun  County, 
Dallas  Township.  Here  he  entered  440  acres,  all 
wild,  uncultivated  land,  and  at  once  commenced 
clearing  aud  improving  it.  He  died  in  1862.  after 
making  good  improvements.  The  mother  went  to 
Louisiana,  where  she  became  ill:  her  son.  our  sub- 
ject) brought  her  to  his  home,  where  she  died  in 
1873.  Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  labor,  and 
attended  school  but  very  little.  He  came  to  Ar- 
kansas with  his  father.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
he  enlisted  in  Company  K.  Fourth  Arkansas  In- 
fantry. and  was  in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge.  Ark. 
He  was  sick  for  some  six  months,  mostly  in  the 
hospital  at  Memphis;  he  joined  the  regiment  at 
West  Point,  Miss.,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Rich 
mond,  (Ivy.),  Murfreesboro,  and  down  through  the 
Georgia  campaign.  He  surrendered  with  Gen. 
Johnson,  at  Greensboro,  N.  C.  He  was  wounded 
at.  the  battle  of  Chiekamauga.  at  Peach  Tree,  Ga., 


and  again  while  on  his  way  to  meet  a cavalry  raid  at 
Lovejoy  Station.  July  3,  1865,  he  returned  home, 
after  making  a short  visit  to  friends  in  Georgia, 
and  began  farming  on  his  father’s  farm;  he  was 
almost  destitute  on  his  arrival  in  Arkansas.  In 
1867  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  L.  Cross.  In  1886 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres,  to 
which  he  has  since  added  960  acres,  and  has  200 
acres  under  cultivation.  Here  he  does  general 
farming,  and  raises  all  his  own  provisions,  and  is 
engaged  quite  extensively  in  stock-raising.  He  has 
not  been  active,  politically,  and  votes  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  He  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  public 
schools,  and  has  served  as  school  director  for  some 
years.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tibbits  have 
been  born  nine  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy, viz. : Henry  Greston,  Ellen  Frances.  John 

Morgan  (deceased),  Joe  Johnston,  Moilie  Bell, 
Laura  Jennie,  Hattie  Pearl  and  Price  Etta.  Mr. 
Tibbits  is  a member  of  Wheel  No.  1 227,  and  is 
one  of  the  active  and  enterprising  citizens  of  the 
county. 

D.  H.  Tobin  is  another  of  the  prominent  farm- 
ers of  Franklin  Township.  Born  in  this  county, 
in  1850.  the  fifth  in  a family  of  eleven  children 
born  to  Daniel  H.  and  Rebecca  (Harrison)  Tobin, 
natives  of  Alabama,  where  the  former  followed 
farming  until  1845  when  he  came  to  Arkansas  and 
settled  in  Union  County  where  he  remained  two 
years.  Here  he  bought  a farm  which  he  soon  sold 
and  removed  to  Calhoun  County,  where  he  entered 
a tract  of  300  acres.  He  lived  here  about  ten 
years  and  cleared  about  300  acres  and  made  exten-  ' 1 
sive  improvements.  He  removed  from  this  State 
to  Texas  in  December.  1859,  and  bought  a large 
tract,  of  land  in  that  State;  he  remained  there 
until  December,  1865,  when  he  came  back  to 
Arkansas  and  settled  on  a farm  six  miles  south  of 
Hampton.  Here  he  engaged  in  fanning  on  an 
extensive  scale  with  free  labor,  but  it  did  not 
prove  successful.  He  died  in  1876.  From  the 
advent  of  Mr.  Tobin  in  this  section  he  took  a great 
interest  in  its  affairs.  When  the  county  seat  of 
this  county  was  decided  upon, Mr.  Tobin  surveyed 
the  land  and  gave  the  town  its  name,  after  his  old 
friend,  Col.  Hampton,  of  Hamburg,  Ark.  He  was 
interested  in  the  steamboats  on  the  Ouachita  in 
connection  with  his  brother  John  W.  Tobin  who 
was  captain.  Their  first  boat  was  the  “ E.  W. 
McCrea."  a fine  side-wheel  steamer.  This  interest 
was  destroyed  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  He  was 
in  the  Confederate  service  for  three  years,  engaged 
mostly  in  the  Southwest.  He  also  had  two  sons, 
elder  brothers  of  our  subject,  in  the  war.  Henry 
enlisted*  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  served 
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for  three  years.  He  died  March  “21,  18/9;  his 
birth  occurred  March  “21.  1849.  John  \Y.  enlisted 
in  1S6“2  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war;  he 
died  in  1870,  two  weeks  before  his  father's  death. 
Our  subject  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  receiv- 
ing his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  State,  and  remained  at  home  until  his  mar- 
riage in  1873,  to  Miss  Jennie  Barker,  a native  of 
Calhoun  County,  daughter  of  Sheriff  Barker.  He 
then  entered  a homestead  and  soon  added  by  pur 
chase  360  acres,  making  480,  130  acres  of  which 
he  has  under  cultivation.  He  raises  mostly  cotton 
and  potatoes,  raising  one-half  bale  to  the  acre,  and 
other  crops  in  proportion.  He  has  a good  young 
orchard,  fair  dwelling  and  good  outbuildings. 
This  is  the  result  of  Mr.  Tobin's  industry  and 
labor  as  he  started  in  life  poor,  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tobin  were 
born  six  children,  one  of  whom  is  dead.  viz. : 
Henry  Augustus,  John,  (died  in  1882,  at  the  age 
of  five  years),  Oil,  Eitie,  and  Grover  Cleveland 
(born  November  4.  1884:),  the  date  of  the  election 
in  which  Cleveland  was  elected  President.,  and 
Mary.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  school 
matters  and  has  served  as  school  director.  Although 
not  active  politically,  he  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  is  one  of  the  whole-souled  planters  of 
this  community. 

A.  J.  Tomlinson.  This  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful young  farmer  is  well  and  favorably  known 
; to  all  the  residents  of  Polk  Township.  He  was 
born  in  Moro  Township,  this  county,  in  1856.  the 
fifth  of  a family  of  nine  children  born  to  Perry 
and  Emeline  (Gather)  Tomlinson,  who  claim 
North  Carolina  as  their  native  State.  Our  sub- 
ject was  reared  in  the  village  of  Chambersville, 
and  worked  in  his  father’s  tan -yard  until  the  age 
of  sixteen  years,  attending  the  common  schools  a 
few  months  each  year.  When  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age  his  father  moved  to  Camden,  where 
he  lived  for  a short  time  and  then  came  to  Calhoun 
County  and  bought  the  farm,  of  which  otir  sub 
ject  still  owns  a part.  He  was  married  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years  to  Miss  Mollie  1.  Means,  a 
daughter  of  T.  N.  Means.  His  father  then  gave 
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him  eighty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  erected  a 
good  substantial  dwelling,  and  has  cleared  forty- 
five  acres,  which  he  now  has  under  an  excellent 
I state  of  cultivation.  In  1886  he  donated  forty 
acres  of  land  near  former  farm,  and  soon  moved  to 
the  new  place,  which  lie  has  since  made  his  home; 
on  this  place  he  has  cleared  about  twelve  acres, 
built  a good  house,  outbuildings,  etc.  He  raises 
a variety  of  crops,  but  devotes  his  attention  princi- 
pally to  raising  cotton  and  corn.  Mrs.  Tomlinson 


is  a worthy  member  of  the  Cumberland  thesby 
terian  Church.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tomlinson  seven  children  have  been  born,  all  of 
whom  are  living,  viz.  : Willie,  Hattie,  Emma,  Lon- 
nie, Harvey.  Yergie  and  Ethel.  Mr.  Tomlinson 
takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  and  votes  with 
the  Democratic  party.  He  is  an  earnest  advocate 
of  schools  and  of  all  worthy  enterprises. 

Huphrev  A.  Tomlinson,  a resident  of  Calhoun 
County,  Hampton  post  office,  Polk  Township,  was 
born  in  Iredell  County,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1824, 
the  third  child  born  to  Archibald  and  Margaret 
; (Claywell)  Tomlinson,  natives  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  respectively.  They  settled  in  North  Caro- 
lina. and  from  there,  in  1S40.  they  moved  to  Ful 
ton  County,,  Ga. , where  they  continued  to  reside 
| until  1864.  They  then  emigrated  to  Albany,  Ga. , 
where  they  both  died  in  1866.  Our  subject  was 
partially  raised  in  North  Carolina,  and  partly  in 
Georgia,  and  in  both  of  those  States  he  attended 
the  common  schools,  and  received  such  an  educa- 
tion as  these  schools  afforded.  At  the  age  of  tvven- 
tv-one.  he  began  doing  for  himself.  He  first 
engaged  in  railroading,  which  he  followed  for  thir- 
teen years,  then  farmed  for  two  years,  and  then 
returned  to  railroading,  which  pursuit  he  foliov'ed 
for  twenty-one  years.  In  March,  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  service,  and  served  as  orderly 
sergeant  under  Capt.  Williams,  in  the  Nineteenth 
Arkansas  Regiment,  where  lie  continued  to  serve 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  principal  engage 
ment  he  was  in,  was  the  battles  of  Baker  Creek  and 
Big  Black  in  1863,  when  he  wras  captured  and 
taken  to  Fort  Delaware,  where  he  lay  in  prison  for 
four  months.  From  there  he  was  carried  to  Point 
Lookout,  Md.,  where  he  was  confined  in  prison  four 
months  more.  He  was  then  carried  to  Richmond 
and  exchanged  on  parole.  He  then  lav  in  Rich- 
mond about  one  month,  and  from  there  returned 
to  his  home  in  Union  County,  Ark.,  when  he  was 
ordered  to  report,  which  he  did,  and  served  under 
Capt.  John  Meek,  until  the  close  of  the  wrar.  Mr. 
Tomlinson  was  married  in  1854,  to  Miss  M.  A.  4 . 
Harrison,  a native  of  Georgia,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Nancy  Harrison.  To  this  union  there 
were  born  thirteen  children,  eight  of  whom  are 
living.  They  are  as  follows;  William  A.,  Geor- 
gia M.,  Margaret  C..  Humphrey  A.,  Nettie,  Robert 
IF,  Rodin  A and  Irma.  Since  1865  our  subject 
has  been  engaged  in  farming,  at  which  he  has  been 
unusually  successful.  He  and  his  son,  William  A., 
own  360  acres  of  land,  with  100  under  cultiva 
tion.  Mrs.  Tomlinson  died  November  4,  1880. 
Mr.  Tomlinson  and  seven  of  the  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
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South.  In  his  political  views  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
politics.  Mr.  Tomlinson  is  a member  of  the  Ma 
sonic  fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  Griffin,  Ga. . 
in  1845.  He  is  also  a leading  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial  Union  of  Cal 
houn  County.  He  takes  a deep  interest  in  all 
public  enterprises,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by 
his  neighbors  and  all  who  know  him. 

\Y.  A.  Tomlinson,  the  efficient  sheriff  of  Cal- 
houn County,  was  born  in  Atlanta,  Ga. . in  1856, 
the  eldest  of  a family  of  thirteen  children  born  to 
H.  A.  and  Martha  V.  (Harrison)  Tomlinson, 
natives  of  Georgia  and  North  Carolina,  respect- 
ively. The  father  was  for  a long  time  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  railroad,  beginning  as  a band  and 
working  up  to  engineer.  In  1859  he  moved  to 
Arkansas,  settling  in  Union  County,  where  he 
bought  land  and  followed  farming  until  the  out 
break  of  the  war.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army  and  served  three  years.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  and  confined  at  Fort  Delaware 
for  several  months.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
returned  to  his  home  and  farmed  for  one  year  in 
Ashley  County,  then  in  Union  County  until  1880. 
when  lie  moved  to  Calhoun  County,  where  lie  still 
resides.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  a farm,  at 
tended  the  common  schools  and  one  course  at 
Soule’s  Commercial  College  at  New  Orleans.  His 
first  occupation  after  leaving  school  was  to  cut  a 
raft  of  timber  on  the  Ouachita  River  and  float  it 
down  to  New  Orleans.  He  then  spent  a few 
months  in  Texas,  but  in  1880  returned  to  Calhoun 
County  and  made  a crop  on  his  father’s  farm. 
He  now  owns  a farm,  in  partnership  with  his 
father,  of  320  acres,  100  of  which  are  under  culti- 
vation. In  1881  he  was  employed  as  deputy 
sheriff  for  three  years.  In  1884  he  was  elected 
county  treasurer  and  served  one  term.  In  188*) 
he  was  elected  sheriff,  and  was  re-elected  in  1888. 
He  h as  always  been  active  in  politics,  and  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party.  In  January.  1SS5,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ida  Shofner.  a 
native  of  Calhoun  County,  and  daughter  of  H. 
P.  Shofner.  a pioneer  of  this  section.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tomlinson  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  In  1888  Mr.  Tornliu 
son  joined  Mr.  Pickett  in  a drug  and  grocery  store, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Pickett  & Tomlinson,  and 
and  in  1889  added  to  this  a line  of  general  furnish- 
ing goods.  Mr.  Tomlinson  is  one  of  the  active 
spirits  of  this  county,  a good  citizen  and  a pro 
gressive  business  man. 

•1.  B.  Wood.  Among  the  numerous  young 
men  of  Calhoun  Countv  who  have  successfully 


fought  the  battle  of  life  and  are  now  ranked  among 
the  leading  citizens,  may  be  mentioned  Mr.  J.  B. 
Wood,  treasurer  of  this  county,  who  was  born  in 
Arkansas  in  1851,  the  fifth  in  a family  of  twelve 
children  born  to  William  and  Mary  (Ware)  Wood, 
natives  of  Mississippi,  in.  which  State  the  father 
followed  farming  until  1840,  when  he  came  to  Ar- 
kansas, and  settled  near  where  Summerville  is 
now  built;  here  he  entered  a tract  of  land,  and  also 
bought  some  from  a Mr.  Nelson.  He  cleared  about 
400  acres  and  made  a pleasant  home,  and  lived 
here  until  his  death  in  1877.  The  mother  died  in 
1878.  The  father  and  mother  were  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  zealous  workers  in 
the  same.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  farm,  re- 
ceiving a fair  education  at  the  common  country 
schools,  and  remained  at  home  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  and  then  engaged  in  the  saw  mill 
business  in  Franklin  Township.  In  1875  he 
bought  a farm  of  120  acres  in  this  township,  to 
which  he  has  since  added,  until  now  he  owns  216 
acres,  seventy-five  of  which  he  has  under  an  ex- 
cellent state  of  cultivation,  and  has  made  many 
other  improvements  on  the  place.  In  1885,  in 
partnership  with  his  brother,  S.  Y.  Wood,  he 
started  a general  store  at  Summerville,  under  the 
firm  name  of  S.  V.  Wood  A Co. ; here  they  do  a 
large  and  constantly  increasing  business.  In  1886 
he  built  a new  saw  and  grist  mill  at  Hampton,  well 
equipped  with  the  latest,  improved  machinery  and 
furnishings.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  and  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 
In  1886  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  this  county, 
and  in  1888  was  re-elected  without  the  slightest 
effort  on  his  part.  Mr.  M ood  was  married  in  1875 
to  Miss  Susie  B.  Frost,  a native  of  Calhoun 
County,  and  daughter  of  J.  W.  Frost,  a pioneer  in 
this  county.  The  result  of  this  union  was  six 
children,  viz.:  Lucy  E..  William  M'.,  Raida.  Le- 

roy and  Norma,  and  Vera  (who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years).  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  M ood  are  zealous  workers  in  both  church 
and  Sunday-school,  Mr.  M’ood  being  superintend- 
ent of  the  latter.  Mr.  M ood  is  one  of  the  active 
citizens  of  this  section,  always  striving  to  assist  in 
all  worthy  enterprises. 

B.  H.  Wood  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  S.  Y. 
M ood  A Co.,  general  merchants  at  Summerville, 
and  was  born  in  Jackson  Township.  Calhoun 
County,  in  1862.  the  youngest  of  a family  of  twelve 
children,  born -to  M illiam  and  Mary  Wood.  Our 
subject  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  attended,  the 
common  schools  of  this  county.  He  also  attended 
the  academy  at  Harrison.  Boone  Countv.  Aik  . for 
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one  year,  and  at  Mount  Lebanon,  La.,  for  two 
years,  and  tbe  Commercial  College  of  the  Kentucky 
University  at  Lexington,  Ky.  After  completing 
his  education  he  engaged  in  farming  for  one  year. 
February  23,  1883,  he  started,  in  partnership  with 
his  two  brothers,  S.  V.  and  J.  B.  Wood,  the  pres 
ent  business  at  Summerville.  They  started  with 
the  small  capital  of  $1,800  and  have  extended  and 
increased  their  business  every  year  since.  They  do  a 
general  furnishing  business,  and  carry  a stock  of 
from  $4,000  to  $5,000  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries, 
dry  goods,  clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  hats,  caps, 
hardware,  Queonsware,  and  general  plantation  sup- 
plies. The  business  has,  since  it  started,  been  un- 
der the  charge  and  control  of  our  subject,  who  has 
built  it  into  much  the  largest  business  in  town.  In 
September,  1884,  Mr.  Wood  purchased  a farm  of 
1 24  acres  adjoining  the  village  of  Summerville.  It 
is  now7  well  improved  with  dwellings  and  all  out- 
buildings; besides  this  he  owns  a four-acre  lot  irr 
town,  on  which  is  a pleasant  home.  He  has  eighty 
acres  under  cultivation,  all  of  which  is  good  land, 
w7ell  watered,  etc.  He  devotes  his  attention  princi- 
pally to  raising  cotton,  wrhich,  with  good  cultiva- 
tion. yields  one  half  bale  to  the  acre.  Mr.  Wood 
was  married  in  1884  to  Miss  Bula  Harrell,  daugh 
| ter  of  Bennett  Harrell,  an  old  pioneer  of  this  county. 
To  this  union  were  born  three  children,  viz. : Mary 
Deu,  George  Lusher,  and  an  infant  daughter  un- 
named. Air.  Wood  takes  a deep  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters,  and  is  a liberal  supporter  of  all 
laudable  enterprises.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  politics  of  the 
county.  February  16,  1886,  he  was  appointed 
1 postmaster  at  Summerville,  and  still  holds  this 
office. 

John  M.  Wright,  one  of  the  substantial  farmers 
of  Moro  Township,  Fordyce  post-office,  was  born  in 
Georgia,  August  1,  1830,  a son  of  William  Wright, 
also  a native  of  Georgia.  His  father  emigrated 
from  Georgia  to  Alabama  in  1835  and  remained 
there  until  1860,  when  he  moved  to  Mississippi 
where  he  died  in  1878.  His  paternal  grandfather 
came  from  England  and  was  a soldier  in  the  Kevo- 
lutionary  War.  His  mother.  Lucinda  (Robinson) 
Wright,  was  born  in  Georgia  and  died  in  Missis- 
sippi in  1882.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 

! and  eight  of  whom — five  daughters  and  three  sons 
— are  still  living.  Our  subject  was  the  third  of 
these  ten  children.  He  was  raised  in  Alabama, 
and  received  but  a very  meager  education,  attend- 
ing school  but  six  weeks.  He  was  married  in 
Alabama,  in  February,  1857,  to  Miss  Mary  I. 

| Satterwhite,  a native  of  Georgia,  born  December 

50 


10,  1831.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Dawson  and 
Martha  (Simmons)  Satterwhite,  natives  of  Georgia, 
and  of  German  descent.  They  had  six  children,  Airs. 
Wright  being  the  third,  live  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing. AIj'.  Satterwhite  was  a soldier,  during  the 
Florida  and  Indian  AYar,  under  Gen.  Jackson,  at 
the  close  of  which  he  engaged  in  his  occupation, 
farming.  Both  he  and  wife  died  in  Jasper  Coun- 
ty. Ga.  Air.  and  Airs.  Wright  have  had  four 
children,  two  of  whom — one  son  and  one  daughter 
— are  still  living,  viz.:  Daniel  J.  (married  and  re 

sides  on  a farm  near  his  father)  and  Elizabeth  -J. 
(wife  of  George  W.  Bryant).  Our  subject  emi- 
grated from  Alabama  to  Mississippi  in  1 856,  where 
he  resided  until  1861,  when  he  moved  to  where  he 
now  lives.  He  has  240  acres  in  his  home  farm, 
about  100  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  This 
place  was  all  in  the  woods  when  he  first  settled  it. 
He  has  also  201  and  205  acres  in  separate  tracts  in 
this  county;  one  is  an  improved  farm  and  the 
other  woods.  Air.  AV right,  has  a cotton-gin  and 
gins  his  own  cotton.  In  Alarch,  1862.  Mr.  AVright 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  in  Company  H. 
Second  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  returned  and  settled  this 
farm  on  which  he  has  since  resided.  AYhile  with 
his  regiment  he  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  at  Hatchie  Bridge,  and  in  many  skirmishes. 
Politically  Air.  AVright  is  a Democrat,  and  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  Seymour.  Both  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Alissionary  Baptist 
Church.  He  is  a good,  honest  citizen,  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all. 

John  P.  Yeager,  another  prominent  resident 
of  Calhoun  County,  was  born  in  Alississippi,  No 
vember  22,  1842.  His  parents,  Alichael  and  Julia 
AV.  Yeager,  moved  to  Arkansas  from  Alississippi 
in  1844,  settling  in  Ouachita  County,  from  which 
they  moved  to  Calhoun  County  in  1853,  where  they 
continued  to  reside  until  their  death.  Our  subject 
was  reared  in  Arkansas,  principally  in  Calhoun 
County,  obtaining  a limited  education  at  the  com- 
mon country  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  two 
years  began  doing  for  himself.  His  principal  oc- 
cupation since  has  been  farming;  he  owns  a fine 
farm  of  160  acres  of  land,  with  thirty-five  acres 
under  cultivation.  In  connection  with  his  farming 
operations  he  also  operates  a saw  and  grist  mill, 
and  does  ginning  for  the  public,  and  is  engaged 
in  a small  mercantile  business,  furnishing  some  of 
his  neighbors  with  supplies.  Air.  Yeager  has  been 
twice  married, first  to  Miss  Dona  Fiynr,  daughter  of 
Pittman  Fiynr,  a native  of  Alississippi,  who  bore 
him  four  children,  viz.:  Henry  D.,  Robert  P.  and 
Annie  and  Nannie,  all  dead  except  Robert  P. 
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His  iirst  wife  died  December,  1808.  Mr.  Yeager 
was  again  married  in  1871  to  Mrs.  H.  J.  Riggs, 
by  whom  he  has  four  children:  May  E.,  Martha  F., 
Laura  S.  and  Louisa  C. . all  of  whom  are  living 
with  their  parents  except  the  eldest  daughter,  May 
E.,  who  married  Mr.  Z.  N.  Brooks,  and  resides  in 
Calhoun  County.  Mr.  Yeager  enlisted  in  the  late 
war  in  1802,  under  Capt.  Thomas  D.  Thompson, 
in  Tappan’s  brigade.  He  served  under  Capt. 
Thompson  for  some  time,  and  then  later  under 
Capt.  Radford,  engaging  in  several  skirmishes,  but 
came  out  all  right.  Politically  Mr.  Y’eager  affil- 
iates with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  1875. 
also  of  the  Farmers’  Union.  He  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  since  1859. 
and  is  deeply  interested  in  forwarding  the  religious, 
educational  and  all  worthy  enterprises  in  his  com- 
munity. 

John  E.  York.  In  writing  a history  of  Calhoun 
County,  mention  should  be  made  of  the  man  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  this 
county  July  30,  1855,  being  the  eldest  child  of 
Thomas  51.  and  Nancy  J.  York,  the  former  a native 
of  Nort  h Carolina,  and  the  latter  of  Tennessee.  They 


were  married  in  this  county  about  1854,  and  here 
they  continued  until  the  death  of  the  father.  The 
mother  is  still  living  in  this  county.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  schooled  in  this 
county,  receiving  a fair  education  in  the  common 
county  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
began  doing  for  himself,  selecting  farming  as  his 
occupation.  He  now  owns  eighty  acres  of  land, 
thirty-live  of  which  are  under  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation.  He  was  married  in  Calhoun  County, 
Ark.,  in  18  d3,  to  Miss  Viola  Ritchie,  fifth  child  of 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Ritchie,  who  moved  from 
Pontotoc  County,  Miss., settling  in  Calhoun  County. 
Ark.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  York  have  had  born  to  them 
four  children,  viz.:  Anna  I.,  Thomas  8.,  Harvey 
A.  and  William  B.,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mr. 
York  does  not  take  an  active  part  in  politics,  and 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Farmers'  Union,  which  he  joined  about 
1SSG.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  York  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  former  joined  in  1S88 
and  the  latter  in  1875.  Mr.  Y’ork  takes  a deep 
interest  in  all  public  matters,  and  is  highly  es- 
teemed and  respected  by  his  neighbors. 
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Union  County  — Natural  Wealth  — Timber  and  Coal  — Agricultural  Lands — Productions— 
Health— Water  Courses— Military  Operations— County  Formation — First  County  Court 
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Organizations— Bench  and  Bar— Noted  Case's — School  Matters 
— Commercial  Points — El  Dorado  — Ciiampagnolle  — 

Hillsboro— Other  Towns — Mention  of  Prom- 
inent Families. 


“His  corn  and  cattle  were  his  only  care. 
And  his  supreme  delight  a country  fair.” 
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E\V  localities  are  there  hav- 
ing an  area  equal  to  Union 
County  that  can  com- 
pare with  it  in  the  wealth 
of  its  timber  resources. 
Millions  and  millions  of  feet 
of  the  finest  short  leaf  pine, 
oak.  ash.  sycamore,  hick- 
ory. and  many  other  pari- 
ties, are  thickly  scattered 
over  three-fifths  of  the  entire  county, 
untouched  for  any  commercial  pur- 
pose. A few  staves  and  some  logs 
have  been  rafted  out  of  the  county, 
from  localities  near  the  Ouachita,  or 
from  its  tributary  streams.  This 
magnificent  timber  only  awaits 
means  of  transportation  to  place  it 
upon  the  markets  of  the  world,  and  bring  great 
wealth  to  the  people  of  Union  County. 

In  addition  to  its  timber,  Union  County,  in  its 
eastern  portions,  is  almost  wholly  underlaid  by  a 
coal  deposit  of  unknown  thickness  and  value.  It 
crops  out  all  along  the  banks  of  the  Ouachita 
River,  and  in  the  valleys’ of  many  streams,  hut  its 
extent  has  never  been  thoroughly  explored.  A 
railroad  through  the  county  would  open  up  this 
resource,  and  it  may  prove  to  lie  a source  of  much 
future  w ealth. 


This  county  is  remarkable  for  the  uniform  char- 
acter of  its  farming  lands;  while  none  of  it  is  rich, 
it  is  all  productive,  and  its  value  is  determined 
mainly  by  its  location,  convenience  to  market, 
churches,  schools,  etc.  It  is  peculiar,  too,  in  the 
fact  that  the  creek  or  swamp  lands  are  valueless 
for  cultivation,  except  for  the  grasses.  The  virgin 
soil  is  a sandy  loam,  resting  generally  upon  a red 
clay  foundation,  from  two  to  three  feet  below  the 
surface.  An  average  crop  on  fresh  land,  that  is, 
from  two  to  ten  years  after  being  cleared,  is  800 
pounds  of  seed  cotton,  or  twenty  bushels  of  corn 
per  acre.  Much  larger  results  are  obtained  by 
good  farmers;  an  average  crop  for  a negro,  left  to 
himself,  is  200  pounds  of  seed  cotton  and  five 
bushels  of  corn,  and  the  farm  washed  away  or 
grown  up  in  briers  in  ten  years.  If  crops  are  prop- 
erly rotated  and  the  land  rested  every  fourth  year, 
it  maintains  its  average  productiveness  indefinitely. 
This  is  no  theory,  but  a demonstrated  fact.  The 
soil,  when  worn  and  apparently  exhausted,  responds 
most  liberally  to  the  application  of  fertilizers  and 
thorough  cultivation.  In  proof  of  this  you  will 
see  on  almost  every  farm  a few  acres,  which  have 
been  manured,  from  which  the  farmer  gathers  not 
less  than  one  bale  of  cotton  per  acre,  or  fifty  bush- 
els of  corn. 

Before  the  war  every  planter  raised  all  the 
wheat  to  bread  his  family,  but  very  little  has  been 
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planted  since;  it  is  cheaper  to  buy  the  flour,  and 
there  are  no  mills  now  to  prepare  it.  Oats  do  well 
on  fresh  land.  Rye  is  a never-failing  crop,  sown 
in  September  or  October,  it  gives  good  grazing  : 
from  January  till  April,  then  when  the  stock  is 
taken  off,  it  matures  a good  crop  of  grain,  of  which  j 
if  enough  is  only  cut  for  seed,  the  rest  will  afford 
most  excellent  pasture  for  hogs  all  through  the 
summer  months.  Crab  grass  is  a spontaneous 
growth  on  all  cultivated  lands,  and  for  summer 
grazing  has  no  equal.  Where  lands  are  prepared 
for  it,  if  yields  a large  crop  of  the  best  hay.  Japan 
clover  was  introduced  into  this  county  by  accident, 
about  tweuty  years  ago,  and  now  covers  all  the  old 
flelds,  even  under  the  densest  shade  of  pine,  and 
affords  the  tinest  summer  grazing.  The  soil  and 
climate  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  peach;  it  is 
liable  to  no  disaster,  except  from  an  occasional  late 
frost  after  the  trees  have  bloomed.  The  earlier  va- 
rieties ripen  about  June  10,  sometimes  earlier,  and 
until  November  1.  there  is  no  intermission  of  the 
peach  in  perfection.  Apples  do  well.  The  tree  is 
hardy  and  long-lived,  but  late  varieties  are  liable  to 
rot;  however,  there  are  some  varieties  which  never  i 
rot,  and  can  be  kept  through  the  whole  winter. 
As  good  pears  are  raised  here  as  are  grown  in  the  j 
world,  but  the  trees  are  subject  to  a blight.  Within 
the  last  ten  years,  a number  of  Le  Comte  and 
Keifer  pear  trees  have  been  planted,  and  so  far  j 
have  been  entirely  free  from  blight.  The  plum  j 
grows  wild  in  the  woods  and  old  flelds,  and  is  a 
certain  crop.  It  is  the  home  of  the  grape;  the 
Scoppernong  is  indigenous  to  the  South,  and  grows 
and  yields  here  to  the  greatest  perfection;  it  never 
fails.  The  yield  is  enormous,  and  the  wine  supe- 
rior to  any  made  in  this  country.  Many  varieties 
of  the  bunch  grapes,  such  as  the  Delaware,  Con- 
cord, Ives  Seedling,  and  others,  not  only  grow 
luxuriently,  but  mature  large  crops  of  fruit;  some 
varieties  however  are  liable  to  mildew  or  rot. 
Indeed  all  fruits  and  vegetables  adapted  to  a sub-  j 
tropical  climate,  grow  here  to  perfection.  The  soil 
being  light,  drv  and  warm,  guarantees  the  earliest 
crops  for  this  latitude.  Before  the  war  every  farmer 
raised  his  own  meat,  corn  and  wheat,  and  wool  to 
clothe  his  family  and  slaves. 

This  county  is  now  being  tilled  up  with  a thrifty,  1 
industrious  class  of  white  men.  who  are  the  pride 
of  character,  honesty  and  integrity  of  the  Anglo 
Saxon  race,  and  in  uo  locality  will  they  be  apt  to 
find  a more  cordial  welcome  from  the  people,  or  a 
more  profitable  return  for  honest  labor  devoted  to 
agricultural  pursuits. 

Crime  is  at  the  minimum,  as  shown  by  the  rec- 
ords of  the  criminal  courts. 


A larger  proportion  of  farmers  are  raising  their 
own  provisions  of  all  kinds,  and  are  rapidly  paying 
off  debts,  which  were  contracted  in  the  effort  to  work 
negro  labor.  The  lands  are  enhancing  in  value, 
and  everything  indicates  the  dawn  of  permanent 
prosperity. 

The  census  report  of  1880  shows  Union  County 
to  be  the  second  healthiest  county  of  any  found  in 
all  the  States,  a county  of  Texas  carrying  off 
the  flrst  prize.  These  facts  will  astonish  many 
people,  who  have  always  looked  upon  Southern 
Arkansas  as  a dangerously  sickly  locality.  In- 
vestigation proves  that  the  contrary  is  true.  Sta- 
tistics from  the  physicians  of  Union'County  reveal 
the  fact  that  there  are  few  cases  of  mortality 
among  children,  and  that  the  death  rate  is  no  more 
than  twelve  or  fourteen  in  the  thousand.  This  is 
a truthful  and  remarkable  showing,  and  should 
convince  all  prospective  settlers  that  among  its 
other  advantages,  Union  County  can  promise 
health,  good  water,  and  a climate  of  almost  un- 
rivaled equability. 

The  country  is  well  watered  by  the.  numerous 
creeks  and  bayous,  which  flow  to  the  north,  to  the 
south  and  to  the  east,  from  a dividing  ridge  ex- 
tending east  and  west  through  the  central  part  of 
the  county.  These  streams  are  well  stocked  with 
various  kinds  of  excellent  table  tish.  and  their 
smaller  branches,  which  penetrate  to  almost  every 
acre  of  the  county,  mostly  have  their  sources  at 
never-failing  springs,  which  gush  forth  in  abun- 
dance from  underneath  the  hills.  Among  the 
larger  of  the  watercourses  of  the  county  are  the 
Ouachita  River,  serving  as  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  county;  Bayou  Smackover.  on  the  north- 
ern boundary,  not  navigable  at  any  time  on  account 
of  - timber,  although  about  half  as  large  as  the 
Ouachita,  which  it  enters  at  Miller’s  Bluff,  Ouach- 
ita County:  Bayou  1'  Outre,  rising  in  the  central 

part  of  the  county,  a half  mile  west  of  El  Dorado, 
flowing  southeast,  and  emptying  into  the  Ouachita 
at  Loch  Lomond,  just  below  Ouachita  City;  Big 
Cornie  Creek,  on  the  western  boundary,  flowing 
south  and  emptying  into  Bayou  Arbonne,  Union 
Parish,  La.  None  of  these  streams  are  navigable. 

The  part  that  Union  County  took  in  the  mili- 
tary operations  of  the  late  Civil  War  consisted  in 
the  raising  of  1,500  troops  for  the  Confederate 
service.  These  troops  served  in  the  First,  Third. 
Sixth.  Fifteenth  and  Nineteenth  Regiments  of  Ar- 
kansas Infantry,  and  were  distinguished  on  many 
battle-fields,  and  campaigns,  w here  trial  and  weary 
march  showed  devoted  courage  for  their  country’s 
cause. 

The  companies  raised  in  this  county  were  Com 
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puny  A,  A.  S.  Morgan,  captain,  attached  to  the 
First  Arkansas  Regiment;  Company  G,  J.  W. 
Reidy,  captain,  Third  Regiment;  Company  E, 
Thomas  Noland  captain.  Third  Regiment;  Com- 
pany — , R.  M.  Wallace,  captain,  Ninth  Regiment; 
Company  — , Dr.  Samuel  Turner,  captain,  Sixth 
Regiment;  Company  — , J.  C.  Wright,  captain. 
Fifteenth  Regiment;  Company  — , H.  P.  G.  Will- 
iams, captain,  Nineteenth  Regiment;  Company  F, 
William  C Langford,  captain.  Nineteenth  Regi- 
ment; Company  I,  B.  R.  Matthews,  captain,  Nine- 
teenth Regiment. 

Quite  a number  of  men  went  as  recruits  to  the 
the  above  organized  companies  after  they  had  been 
some  time  in  service.  As  well,  also,  did  a great 
many  others  go  into  the  service,  some  joining  the 
cavalry,  and  some,  other  artillery  companies.  Af- 
ter the  surrender  there  w'as  a company  of  Federal 
troops  stationed  in  the  county.  All  was  quiet, 
and  no  acts  of  violence  were  committed  on  either 
side.  Of  the  men  that  actually  went  to  the 
field— -some  1,200  or  1,300 — not  more  than  400 
ever  returned  to  Union  County,  and  a majority  of 
these  old  veterans  are  living  here  now.  Capt. 
Morgan  w'as  accidentally  wounded,  which  unfitted 
him  for  infantry  service.  He  was  promoted  to 
major  of  Field  Transportation  Department.  He 
now  resides  at  Mount  Holly. 

Capt.  J.  W.  Reidv  w'as.  for  gallantry,  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  major,  and  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga.  Capt.  R.  M.  Wallace 
served  through  the  entire  term  of  service,  and  sawr 
much  hard  work.  He  returned  at  the  end  of  the 
wrar,  and  died  in  this  county  many  years  ago. 
Capt.  Samuel  Turner  was  either  killed  in  battle  or 
died  in  the  field.  Capt.  J.  C.  W right,  for  many 
acts  of  brave  and  gallant  duty,  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  colonel,  and  served  through  the  entire 
time  of  the  war.  He  led  his  regiment  in  almost 
constant  battle  while  with  Price  on  his  celebrated 
Missouri  campaign;  returned  to  Union  County  and 
engaged  in  farming.  He  has  served  Union  County 
as  its  circuit  and  county  clerk  for  four  terms,  and 
was  also  elected  by  the  people  to  represent  the 
county  in  the  General  Assembly.  Col.  Wright  is 
one  of  Union  County’s  representative  citizens,  and 
acknowledgment  is  due  him  for  much  valued  assist- 
ance in  the  preparation  of  this  history. 

Capt.  H.  P.  G.  Williams  rose  in  the  field  to 
the  rank  of  colonel.  Of  him  it  may  be  said  as  of 
Col.  Wright,  that  his  advancement  was  the  result 
of  brave  and  faithful  duty.  Siuce  the  war  he 
served  as  a member  of  the  State  Constitutional 
Convention  in  1874.  and  has  represented  Union 
County  in  the  State  Legislature. 


Capt.  Ik  R.  Matthews  served  through  the  war 
with  the  rank  of  captain.  He  engaged  in  farming 
after  the  war;  was  appointed  by  the  governor  pro- 
bate and  county  judge,  and  was  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State.  He 
| served,  before  the  war,  for  many  years  as  county 
, and  deputy  county  clerk,  and  is  now  serving  as 
i mayor  of  El  Dorado,  being  one  of  the  old  time 
| gentlemen  of  the  county.* 

Capt.  James  C.  Langford  raised  his  company 
i in  March.  1862;  marched  to  Little  Rock,  and  from 
; there  went  to  Memphis,  Fort  Pillow',  Shiloh  and 
Corinth.  At  the  enforcement  of  the  conscription 
i act,  Capt.  Langford  resigned  and  returned  home. 

He  was  soon  appointed  commissary  of  Slemmon’s 
brigade,  in  w'hich  capacity  he  served  through  the 
war,  and  surrendered  in  Texas.  Soon  after  his 
j return  to  Union  County  he  began  the  practice  of 
law,  and  has  been  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of 
this  entire  section  since.  He  was  elected  to  the  . 
State  Legislature  in  1882,  and  again  in  1884. 

I Captain,  or  Judge  Langford,  as  he  is  familiarly 
! called,  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  sterling  citi- 
zens of  Union  County,  whole  souled,  generous  and 
courteous,  ever  ready  to  lend  assistance  to  worthy 
enterprises. 

The  county  of  Union  was  organized  by  an  act 
of  the  Territorial  Legislature  November  2. 1 829.  Its 
original  limits  were  very  large,  embracing  more 
than  five  times  its  area,  as  now  constituted.  It 
took  all  the  present  territory  of  Bradley,  Calhoun 
j and  Ouachita,  and  part  of  Ashley,  Drew.  Dallas, 

| Cleveland,  Nevada  and  Columbia  Counties.  The 
I original  seat,  of  justice  of  this  large  tract  was 
, Ecore  Fabre  (town  of  the  bluffs)  at  present 
; Camden.  Here  the  first  county  court  met  at  the 
house  of  John  Nunn.  April  19,  1830.  The  records 
| of  that  day’s  proceedings  reveal  but  two  minutes, 

| one  acknowledging  the  claim  of  85  against  the 
j county,  by  Francis  C.  Bourg,  the  other  accepting 
| the  commission  of  John  Nunn  for  an  appointment 
i of  justice  of  the  peace  of  Union  County,  issued  by 
the  governor  of  Arkansas  Territory  November  20, 
1829. 

No  public  buildings  were  ever  erected  at  this 
place,  but  it  continued  to  be  the  county  seat  for 
ten  years.  The  great  extent  of  the  territory  ren- 
dered a trip  to  the  county  seat  from  any  of  the 
remoter  corners  a journey  of  hardship  and  trial. 
Sheriff  Cornish,  on  his  official  trips  about  the 
county,  always  carried  provision  and  a camping 
equipment,  for  he  was  often  obliged  to  sleep  in  the 
timber,  the  distance  being  »o  great  even  between 

* The  writer  acknowledges  many  favors  and  much  assistance 
J from  Cant.  Matthews  in  the  collation  of  these  farts. 
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the  settlements.  The  woods  were  full  of  game: 
bears  and  wild  cats  were  frequently  met,  and  deer 
were  thicker  than  domestic  cattle  are  in  the  bot- 
toms now.  Taxes  were  collected  in  gold  and  silver, 
and  the  sheriff  would  often  have  enough  specie  to 
load  several  horses,  as  he  made  his  annual  trips  for 
settlement. 

The  territory  of  Union  began  to  be  cut  off  to 
form  other  counties,  and  the  location  of  Ecore 
Fabre  (Camden)  came  to  be  situated  in  a corner  of 
the  county,  and  it  was  necessary  to  make  a change, 
so  in  1839  commissioners  were  elected  to  select  a 
new  site.  In  June  of  that  year  this  entry  appeared 
on  the  records: 

“June  15th.  This  day  came  William  Young 
into  open  court  and  presented  the  following  report, 
to  wit:  State  of  Arkansas,  county  of  Union,  30th 
July,  1838.  We,  the  undersigned  commissioners, 
being  duly  elected  and  qualified  under  the  provis- 
ion of  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  do,  by  virtue  of 
powers  vested  in  us,  locate  the  county  seat  of 
Union  Countv  at  Scarborough’s  Landing."  Signed 
William  Young,  E.  S.  Franklin  and  J.  H.  Pearce. 

At  the  same  session  of  this  court  it  was  ordered 
that  the  books  and  records  of  the  county  be 
removed  to  that  place.  This  location  soon  secured 
the  name  of  Champagnolle,  and  became  a site  of 
some  importance,  commercially.  Much  business 
was  transacted  here,  and  it  was  the  shipping  point 
for  an  extensive  territory.  A Government  laud 
office  was  established,  and  for  a long  time  it  was 
known  as  the  Champagnolle  Land  District.  The 
county  erected  a two-story  frame  court-house  and 
a strong  log  jail  here,  but  further  division  of  the 
territory  of  this  county  gave  the  place  a position 
on  the  extreme  northeastern  frontier,  and  the  peo- 
ple were  soon  clamoring  for  a change  to  a more 
central  location.  By  reference  to  the  county  court 
records  of  July  10,  1843,  the  following  petit iou 
is  found  presented  to  the  county  court: 

“On  this  day  came  numerous  citizens  into 
court  by  petition  praying  for  the  removal  of  the 
seat  of  justice  of  this  county.  It  is,  therefore, 
ordered  and  decreed  by  the  court  that  an  election 
be  held  at  each  precinct  in  this  county  on  the  sec- 
ond Monday  of  August  next  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  three  commissioners  to  locate  the  seat  of 
justice  of  said  county.”  And  on  the  records  of 
October  10,  same  year,  appears  the  following 
report: 

“ At  the  last  term  of  this  court,  as  appears  to  us, 
an  election  was  ordered  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
commissioners  to  locate  the  seat  of  justice  of  this 
county,  and  from  the  returns  of  said  elections  it 
appears  that  John  R.  Hampton.  John  Reynold  and 


Robert  Black  were  duly  elected;  and  now,  at  this 
term  of  the  court,  two  of  said  commissioners,  to 
wit,  John  R.  Hampton  and  Robert  Black,  came 
into  open  court  and  make  report  that  they,  after 
having  carefully  and  thoroughly  examined  that 
portion  of  the  county  lying  in  the  vicinity  of  its 
center,  have  selected  and  located  said  seat  of  jus- 
tice on  the  southwest  quarter  section  of  Section  28- 
of  Township  17  south,  of  Range  15  west,  as  the 
point  best  calculated  to  promote  the  convenience 
and  interests  of  the  majority  of  inhabitants  of 
said  count}’.”  At  this  time  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners, John  Reynolds  sent  in  his  resignation,  and 
Green  Newton  was  appointed  in  his  place,  and  the 
county  court  gave  the  commissioners  authority  ” to 
lay  off  into  town  lots  the  county  site  selected,  and 
to  erect  the  necessary  public  buildings.” 

This  site  was  admirably  chosen,  as  it  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  situations  in  the  State;  it 
has  a considerable  elevation,  the  highest,  in  the 
county,  on  wdiich  a plateau  of  ample  extent  slopes 
gradually  in  all  directions.  When  it  rains  the 
water  on  the  public  square  flows  toward  every 
point  of  the  compass.  A town  site  was  soon  sur- 
veyed and  platted,  and  named  El  Dorado,  and  the 
work  of  erecting  a temporary  court-house  begun. 
This  building  occupied  a site  on  the  north  side  of 
the  public  square,  and  in  the  fall  of  1844,  was  first- 
used  by  the  circuit  court.  This  temporary  edifice 
was  used  but  a short  time,  when  the  growing  needs 
of  the  county  demanded  more  commodious  quarters, 
and  October  15,  1846.  the  following  entry  was 
placed  on  the  county  court  records. 

!t  Be  it  ordained  by  the  court  that  there  be  erect 
ed  on  the  public  square,  in  the  town  of  El  Dorado, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  a court-house  of  such  size 
and  style,  as  may  hereafter  be  approved  and 
adopted.  ” On  this  same  day  John  M.  Brown  was 
j appointed  commissioner  of  the  public  buildings. 

! On  the  following  day,  October  16.  the  commis 
! sioner  presented  a report  to  the  county  court,  con 
taming  the  following  design  for  the  new  court 
house.  “ * * * Said  court-house  is  to  be  built, 

of  good  and  well-burnt  brick,  and  of  the  following 
dimensions:  Fifty  feet,  square  from  outside  to  out- 
side. two  stories  high,  the  lowm-  story  shall  be 
sixteen  feet  high,  and  the  walls  two  feet  thick,  to 
the  top  of  the  first  story,  the  second  story  to  be 
fifteen  feet,  high,  and  the  walls  to  be  sixteen  inches 
thick,  the  whole  to  be  covered  with  good  heart- 
pine  shingles,  and  the  roof  to  have  four  declivi 
ties,  the  whole  to  be  finished  off  as  more  fully  ap- 
pears in  the  drafts  and  plans.  And  the  court 
orders  the  commissioners  to  advertise  for  sealed 
proposals  for  the  building’s  erection,  and  limits  the 
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appropriation  to  >>12,000.’'  The  contract  was 
awarded  to  William  Davis,  for  §10,000.  It  was 
completed  in  ISIS,  turned  over  to  the  county,  and 
accepted  by  the  county  court.  The  erection  of 
this  large  building  was  quite  an  undertaking  in 
those  early  days,  but  the  condition  of  the  building 
now  shows  that  the  work  was  well  done.  The 
brick  was  burned  in  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
town,  near  the  site  of  the  building,  and  the  lumber 
and  timber  all  prepared  in  the  county.  The  court- 
house is  tasty  in  its  architectural  design,  and 
occupies  a position  upon  the  highest  land  in  the 
county.  The  business  portion  of  El  Dorado  faces 
it  on  every  side,  and  its  position  in  the  center  of 
the  public  square,  surrounded  by  shade  trees,  is 
both  attractive  and  beautifying. 

The  other  public  buildings  are  the  county 
clerk’s  office,  a neat  brick  one-story  structure, 
erected  on  the  public  square,  near  the  court-house, 
and  the  county  jail.  The  jail  is  a two-story  brick, 
and  was  originally  intended  for  the  residence  of  the 
jailer  or  warden.  It  is,  however,  not  now  used  for 
that  purpose. 

The  present  total  assessment  of  property  in 
Union  County  is  SI. 300, 000,  and  the  total  rate  of 
taxation  is  15  mills,  which  included  the  full  levy 
for  school  purposes.  The  county  debt  at  the  end 
of  1880  was  §14,000.  This  is  a financial  showing 
in  which  the  people  of  Union  County  may  justly 
feel  proud,  and  credit  is  due  to  the  county  officers 
in  their  wise  administration  of  its  affairs  since 
1874.  for  a wonderful  contrast  with  the  past  is 
noticeable.  Au  examination  of  the  countv  records 
reveals  the  fact  that  in  1808  the  county  had  a 
small  indebtedness  of  §1.000;  that  during  the  “re- 
construction " period,  from  1808  to  1874.  there  was 
expended  by  the  county  officials,  mostly  in  the  way 
of  salaries,  as  no  public  improvements  were  insti- 
tuted, the  enormous  sum  of  §128,892  for  county 
purposes;  nearly  as  much  more  was  raised  for  the 
State.  When  one  realizes  that  this  sum  was  raised 
in  six  years,  and  on  property  assessed  at  a value 
of  about  §1,200,000,  it  is  seen  that  the  rate  per 
cent  of  taxation  must  have  been  high.  In  1872 
the  levy  was  for  county  purposes  30  mills,  and 
about  20  for  State  and  schools,  making  a total  of 
50  mills  or  live  per  cent.  In  1874  the  public  debt 
had  swollen  to  §35,000.  At  this  time  nearly  every 
acre  of  the  county  was  under  mortgage  at  a high 
rate  of  interest.  Now  there  are  very  few — less 
than  100  farms— so  oppressed.  The  rate  of  taxa- 
tion is  reduced  to  a minimum,  and  the  couuty 
debt  is  almost  obliterated.  The  present  prosper- 
ous condition  of  Union  County  can  be  directly 
traced  to  the  agricultural  wealth;  no  other  re- 


sources such  as  timber,  etc,.,  as  yet  having  been 
made  available. 

The  first  newspaper  published  in  Union  County 
was  started  by  W.  H.  Hines,  at  El  Dorado,  in 
1840,  and  was  called  the  El  Dorado  Union.  It 
was  successively  published  by  H.  G.  Quarles,  It. 
Lyons  and  J.  B.  Burton,  the  latter  gentleman  hav- 
ing it  in  charge  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war;  he 
enlisted  in  the  first  company  raised  in  this  county, 
and  suspended  the  publication  of  the  paper,  which 
he  had  changed  in  name  to  the  True  Southern. 
During  the  war,  and  for  a short  time  thereafter, 
a printer  named  J.  T.  Osborn  used  the  office  to 
issue  a small  sheet  called  the  Post  Boy.  In  1867 
Donnie  Bussey  revived  the  paper.  It  passed  from 
his  hands  to.  -John  Ward,  and  from  him  to  D.  O. 
Kyle.  When  Mr.  Kyle  assumed  possession,  he 
changed  its  political  complexion  from  a stanch 
Democratic  journal  to  a Republican  organ.  It  was 
conducted  by  Kyle  under  the  name  of  the  El  Do- 
rado Sentinel  till  1874.  when  it  was  removed. 

Mr.  Wallace  issued  the  first  number  of  the 
j Union  County  Times,  January  14,  1879.  On  Au- 
gust 1 Rev.  Willis  Jones  assumed  charge  of  this  ; 
paper,  but  conducted  it  only  one  month,  when  it 
was  sold  by  Wallace. 

In  1876  Baird  A Moore  started  the  El  Dorado 
Eagle.  Mr.  Moore  soon  withdrew,  but  Baird  con- 
tinued its  publication  till  1888,  when  he  removed 
to  Ashley  County. 

Mr.  F.  C.  Lee  came  to  El  Dorado  in  1885,  and 
on  February  27  issued  the  first  number  of  the 
Union  Herald.  It  was  later  removed  to  Blanchard 
Springs,  but  brought  back  after  a short  time,  and 
Mr.  L ee  dying  April  1,  18S6,  it  was  run  by  his 
brother,  W.  T.  Lee.  till  October  6,  1886,  when  it 
was  bought  by  John  C.  Langford.  On  March  29. 

| 1888.  its  name  was  changed  to  the  Public  Senti- 
ment. and  this  is  now  the  only  paper  in  Union 
County.  Mr.  Langford  is  a thorough  newspaper- 
man. and  living  at  the  present  day,  and  appreci- 
ating the  wants  of  Union  County,  he  strives 
through  the  medium  of  his  journal  to  elevate  and 
improve  the  tone  of  society,  schools  and  churches. 
The  Sentiment  is  conscientious  and  firm  in  its 
adherence  to  the  Democratic  party. 

Union  County  is  situated  in  the  southern  part 
of  Arkansas,  and  is  one  of  the  southern  tiers  of 
counties  midway  between  the  eastern  and  western 
boundary  of  the  State.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Ouachita  and  Calhoun,  on  the  east  by  Bradley 
and  Ashley  Counties,  on  the  south  by  Louisiana, 
and  on  the  west  by  Columbia  County.  It  has  an 
ar  ea  of  1,000  square  miles,  and  is  one  of  the  largest 
counties  in  the  State.  The  topography  of  the 
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county  is  much  varied,  while  in  the  eastern  part  it  j 
is  broken  by  ridges,  and  might  be  termed  hilly,  the  | 
western  part  is  more  even,  and  though  not  level, 
has  a very  regular  surface.  A central  ridge  through 
it  begins  in  the  eastern  port  ion,  has  a general  trend 
of  east  and  west,  and  forms  the  watershed  of  the  J 
Ouachita  River  and  De  Lutro  Creek.  This  ridge  j 
has  its  apex  near  the  center  of  the  county,  and  its  I 
summit  serves  as  the  site  for  the  town  of  El  Dorado,  j 
This  pleasantly  situated  village,  therefore,  occupies  j 
the  highest  ground  in  Union  Countv,  having  an 
elevation  of  285  feet  above  the  Ouachita  River,  j 
The  surface  is  much  broken  by  almost  innumera- 
ble streams,  many  of  which  might  be  made  available 
for  mill  sites  and  water  powers  with  but  little  j 
expense. 

The  area  of  flat  land  in  this  county,  considering 
its  size,  is  small,  most  of  the  entire  surface  being  • 
arable,  and  of  a sufficient  fertility  to  insure  protita-  ; 
ble  cultivation. 

The  date  of  the  first  settlement  of  the  present  . 
Territory  of  Union  goes  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  ; 
nineteenth  century,  though  in  exactly  what  locality 
or  by  whom,  is  now  unknown.  In  the  early  days 
its  forests  were  the  hunter’s  paradise,  and  many  ; 
trappers  made  it  their  temporary  camping  ground 
long  before  the  first  permanent  settler  arrived,  and 
in  quite  recent  times,  traffic  in  furs  and  peltries  j 
has  been  a source  of  no  inconsiderable  income  to 
the  inhabitants.  There  are  no  evidences  of  any 
considerable  aboriginal  inhabitants,  although  In- 
dians  were  living  here  and  constantly  passing  back 
and  forth  within  the  memory  of  living  men.  An  ! 
old  man  by  the  name  of  Miller  died  on  the  Ouach- 
ita, near  the  mouth  of  Smackover  Bayou,  in  j 
1829.  It  is  supposed  that  he  had  made  this  section 
his  home  for  a long  time  previous,  and  he  is  gen- 
erally accredited  with  being  the  first  white  settler. 
The  immigration  to  this  section,  at  about  the  time  j 
of  the  organization  of  the  county,  was  becoming 
quite  extensive,  mostly  from  Georgia,  Alabama,  j 
Mississippi  and  the  Carolines.  Many  of  these 
pioneers  were  men  of  high,  social  standing,  educa- 
tion. wealth  and  refinement.  They  often  brought 
a large  number  of  slaves,  soon  had  magnificent 
tracts  of  virgin  soil  under  cultivation,  and  profit 
seemed  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  all.  during  the 
interval,  till  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  Among 
the  earliest  to  make  settlement  here  were  Joseph 
Neely,  Isaac  Sabers.  William  Graham,  Andrew 
Bolden,  James  Langley,  James  Howard.  Rev.  Og- 
den, John  McDonald,  the  Blacks.  Joel  Kelley,  the 
Smiths,  Craigs.  Hogs.  John  Cornish.  A.  Norris. 
Robert  Goodwin,  1.  Slater,  D.  B.  Stowe,  James 
Carter,  E.  P.  Tatum,  Joe  Holloway.  Lavilian. 


E.  Lane,  Frazier  family,  Jarvis  Langford.  Driskil. 
These  all  came  prior  to  1840.  Very  few  are  living 
now.  Immediately  after  1840  the  tide  of  new  ar- 
rivals was  the  strongest,  and  it  was  about  this  time 
that  some  of  the  most  influential  and  substantial 
citizens  of  which  the  county  can  boast  arrived, 
among  whom  can  be  named  but  few:  Maj.  E.  V. 

Wright.  C.  L McRae,  A.  S.  Morgan.  B.  R.  Mat- 
thews, Loderick  Matthews,  Col.  John  R.  Hampton. 
William  Davis,  John  Quillin,  the  Betts  family, 
H.  P.  G.  Williams,  McHenry  family.  Jameson  fam- 
ily. Dr.  Rowland.  Hon.  B.  W.  M.  Warren.  A few 
of  these,  and  many  of  the  descendants  of  nearly  all. 
are  still  to  be  found  in  Union  County,  often  on  the 
old  site  of  their  ancestral  settlement.  A large  pro- 
portion of  the  citizens  hold  church  membership, 
and  the  rectitude  of  their  daily  lives  speak  trumpet 
tongued  of  the  moral  paths  through  which  their 
childhood  passed. 

The  following -named  officials  have  discharged 
the  duties  to  which  they  have  been  called  by  their 
fellow-citizens: 

County  Judges — John  Black  Sr.,  1830-32;  G. 
B.  Hughes,  1832-33;  Hiram  Smith,  1833-35; 
Charles  H Seay,  1835-36;  Thomas  Owens,  1836- 
38;  W.  H.  Wise,  1838-40:  Joel  Tatum.  1840-42: 
Z.  Wakefield,  1842-44:  Jarvis  Langford,  1844-46: 
E.  R.  Brown.  1846—52;  James  Grumbles.  1852—60; 
W.  C.  Langford.  1860-62:  T.  W.  Chipman.  1862-63: 
Henry  Brown,  1863—66;  J.  H.  Morris,  1866-68: 
W.  Brown,  1868-74;  W.  D.  Jameson,  1874-76; 
H.  Brown.  ,1876-78;  J.  B.  Moore,  1878-80;  F.  L. 
Neal,  1880-82;  C.  W.  Smith,  1882-86;  F.  L 

Neal,  1886-88;  W.  M Van  Hook  1888-90. 

County  and  circuit  clerks — J.  T.  Cabeen, 
1829-30;  Benjamin  Goock,  1830—33:  J.  R.  Moore, 
1833-35;  W.  L.  Bradley,  1835-38;  A.  G.  Hill. 
1838-42;  J.  R.  Moore,  1842-44;  R.  M.  Hardy. 

1 844-46 ; B.  R.  Matthews,  1846-48;  T.  T.  Shep- 
ard. 1848-52;  W.  J.  Locke,  1S52-54;  W.  E. 
Morgan,  1854-56;  C.  W.  Locke,  1856-60;  W. 
E.  Morgan,  1860-64;  P.  Beeman,  1864-68;  W . 
V.  Cort.  IS68-72;  J.  A.  Barnes  and  J.  S. 

Smith,  1872-74;  J.  C.  Wright,  1874-76;  B.  W. 

Cook.  1870-78;  J.  M.  Smith,  1878-80;  J.  C. 

W right,  1880-86;  O.  A.  Miln.  1S86-88;  C.  W. 
Hearin,  1888-90. 

Sheriffs— John  Black,  Jr..  1829-32;  John  H. 
Cornish,  1832-50,  nine  terms;  S.  D.  Drenon.  1850- 
54;  W.  R.  Cowser.  1854-58;  Robert  Sewel.  1858- 
60;  J.  D.  Holoway,  1860-64;  Robert  Sewel,  1864 
68:  Lee  Clow,  1868-  74 ; J.  M.  Smith,  18(4  7/: 
J.  E.  Thompson,  1877-80;  H.  C.  Norris,  1SS0-N6;- 
Alex  Perdue,  1886-88;  T.  F.  Goodwin,  1888-90. 
County  treasurers— C.  H.  Seay,  1836-38;  A. 
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Scarborough.  1 S38 — 40:  A.  Madera.  1840—14;  W.  G. 
Gresham,  1 844-54 ; James  Simmons,  1854-58;  <J. 
AI.  Gobi),  1858-00:  James  Simmons.  1800-66:  W 

K.  Greenwood,  1860-68;  John  Hearin.  1868—74; 
J.  H.  Pinson.  1874-80;  E.  Mahoney,  1880—88;  J. 
II.  Pinson,  1888  90. 

Coroners — Alex  Beard.  John  Hog",  John  \V. 
Henry,  William  Cornish.  J.  H.  Capers,  William 
Jones,  A.  Madera,  R.  K.  Cornish  D.  A.  Shaw, 
John  Langford.  A.  McKinnon,  T.  J Parish,  John 
Nelson,  W.  S.  Hill,  A.  IV.  Franklin,  IV.  F.  Miears, 
W.  J.  Taylor.  W.  R.  Goodwin  and  J.  C.  Massey. 

Surveyors-  Thomas  O’Neill.  John  Sfokeley, 

A.  J.  May,  J.  T.  Cabeen.  Albert  Rust,  Shelton 
Watson,  R.  J.  Black,  J.  S.  Kelley,  B.  F.  Avery. 
E.  IV.  Quinn.  J.  R.  Langford.  James  Kelley,  C. 
C.  Woodford,  J.  G.  Fanning,  W.  B.  Sorrells  and 
J.  W.  Freeman. 

Assessors — R.  G.  Terrell,  J.  G.  McCain.  L. 
Trimble.  W.  B.  Colt.  William  Ogden,  C.  C.  W ood 
ford,  W.  S.  Norman.  J.  M.  M.  Flenniken.  J.  F. 
Gray  A.  C.  Johnson. 

Union  County  was  represented  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  by  the  following  members: 
A.  J.  May,  1830-38;  Hogan  Moss,  1838-40;  Hi 
ram  Smith,  1840-42;  Albert  Rust,  1842-48:  AI 
Keese,  J.  Reynolds  and  Shelton  Watson,  1848-50; 

L.  Mnrph,  C.  L.  McRae  and  Shelton  Watson. 
1850-52;  T.  Bustiau,  A.  T.  Raney,  D.  Ross  and 

A.  Rust,  1852-54;  B.  R.  Matthews,  G.  Newton. 
W.  E.  Powell  and  John  Prince.  ISoJ-SO:  Shelton 
Watson,  Green  Newton  and  D.  L.  Kilgore,  1856- 
58;  I).  L.  Kilgore.  Nathan  Bussey  and  D.  P.  Sax 
on,  1858-00;  D.  It.  Coulter  and  T.  F.  Nolen, 
1800-62;  R.  Goodwin  and  T.  It,  Williams,  1862- 
04;  R.  Goodwin  and  Louis  Murph  in  1804:  J.  C. 
Ardis  and  R.  M.  Wallace.  1860-08:  It.  F.  Catter 
son,  1808-70;  Thomas  Gray  1870-72;  W.  Robert- 
son and  A\  . B.  Colt.  1862-/4;  B.  W.  Johnson, 
1874;  J.  AI.  McRae  and  J.  B.  Moore.  1874-75: 

B.  W.  AI.  Warren  and  A.  S.  Alorgan,  1877:  AI. 
L.  Jamison  and  J.  C.  Wright  1S79;  R.  W.  Wal 
lace  and  A.  C.  Jones,  1881;  W.  C.  Langford  and 

C.  T.  Gordon,  1883:  W.  C.  Langford  and  A.  AY. 
Bird,  1885:  F.  AI.  Betts  and  P.  F.  Alatthews. 
18S /:  William  D.  Jameson.  1.8sS-90. 

Union  County  was  represented  in  the  Territo- 
rial Council  by  I.  Pennington,  in  1831:  and  Hiram 
Smith,  in  1833;  in  the  Senate  by  J.  It.  Hampton, 
J.  H Askew,  J C.  Wallace.  M.  H.  Roberts.  H. 
A.  Milieu,  J.  H.  Askew.  W.  A.  Colt,  B.  W.  AI. 
Warren.  J.  R.  Hampton. 

In  1800  Air.  It.  Goodwin  was  sent  as  a dele 
gate  to  the  Secession  Convention  at  Little  Rock. 
In  1874  the  same  gentleman  and  H.  G.  P.  AVill 
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iams  were  delegates  to  the  Constitutional  Conven 
tion.  and  in  1870  Air.  Goodwin  was  sent  as  a dele- 
gate to  the  Democratic  State  National  Convention  to 
St.  Louis. 

The  pioneers  to  Union  County,  early  in  its  his- 
tory were  church  builders,  forming  societies  among 
themselves  and  holding  services  under  an  arbor, 
or  at  a cabin  home  in  the  forest.  Many  of  the 
members  were  compelled  to  travel  long  distances, 
and  sometimes  to  start  the  preceding  day,  to  reach 
the  place  of  gathering  in  time.  Now.  permanent 
church  edifices,  representing  nearly  every  denomi- 
nation, are  found  t hickly  scattered  over  the  county, 
and  a large  proportion  of  the  citizens  hold  church 
membership. 

The  Baptist  Church  at  El  Dorado  was  organ- 
ized in  the  winter  of  1845,  by  Revs.  8.  D.  AVorth 
ington.  John  ATeek  and  R.  A.  Hargis.  This  or- 
ganization was  effected  in  the  court-house  with  the 
following  members:  Loderiek  Alatthews  and  wife. 
B.  R.  Alatthews.  H.  AI.  Simpson  and  wife,  and 
Franklin  Courtney  and  wife.  They  worshiped  in 
the  court-house  for  several  years,  and  in  1848 
erected  their  present  large  church  edifice.  This 
has  always  been  a strong  church  in  membership, 
and  has  from  time  to  time  been  presided  over  by- 
ministers  of  education  and  power.  The  present 
membership  is  seventy.  R.  T.  G Lane  is  pastor. 

Hillsboro  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in 
1859,  with  Rev.  Samuel  Cobb,  first  pastor.  The 
members  composing  the  congregation  at  that  time 
were  H.  G > P.  Williams,  Nathan  Bussey,  Richard 
Coleman  and  wife.  Airs.  A.  T.  Pratt,  and  two  other 
members,  names  not  remembered.  The  church 
house  is  a good  frame  building  37x57.  The  pas- 
tors who  have  officiated  are  Revs.  J.  P.  Everett,  G. 
Norsworthv,  Air.  Booth,  W.  G.  Simmons.  Air. 
Hart.  J.  R.  Hughes.  J.  U.  H.  Wharton  and  J.  AI. 
Hurt,  the  present  pastor.  The  membership  at 
this  time  is  100. 

Hillsboro  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
struggled  for  existence  till  1S83.  when  it  organized 
with  a small  membership,  principally  ladies.  At 
present  it  has  a membership  of  about  thirty-live, 
and  a goodly  number  of  these  are  active  young 
men.  There  is  no  church  edifice,  but  worship  is 
held  in  the  Baptist  Church  house.  The  pastor  iu 
charge  at  present  is  Rev.  J.  B.  Thomas. 

Alount  Holly  Presbyterian  Church,  the  first 
church  of  this  denomination  in  Union  County  was 
organized  at  Alount  Holly  in  1846,  by  Alaj.  E.  \\  . 
Wright  and  wife.  C.  L.  AIcRae  and  wife.  Dr 
Charles  Chester  and  wife  and  William  Strain  and 
wife.  The  first  pastor  was  W.  8.  Lacy.  This 
church  soon  became  the  most  prominent  Presby 
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terian  Clmrcli  in  Southern  Arkansas.  The  tirst 
church  edifice  was  a log  building,  three  quarters  of 
a mile  northeast  of  the  present  site.  This  was 
used  for  over  a year,  after  which  services  were 
held  in  the  building  erected  for  the  Mount  Holly 
Academy  for  some  time.  Rev.  R.  -J.  M.  Hog  was 
pastor  till  185S.  Mr.  Hog  was  also  teacher  in  the 
academy,  and  seems  to  have  been  both  a good 
preacher  and  an  excellent  teacher.  In  1877  this 
society  erected  a neat  and  tasty  church  edifice, 
the  most  ornamental,  and  perhaps  the  best  church 
building  in  the  county.  Its  membership  in  former 
days  was  large,  and  its  good  influences  extended 
widely.  The  present  membership  is  about  100. 
presided  over  by  Rev.  E.  M.  Monroe  of  Camden. 

Union  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is 
situated  in  the  southeast  corner  of  Johnson  Town- 
ship, and  was  organized  in  1880,  with  Rev.  W . 
Tines  tirst  pastor  and  the  following  charter  mem- 
bers: Thomas  Patterson  and  wife,  A.  F.  Patter 

son  and  wife,  William  Hill  and  wife,  R.  J.  Lewis 
and  wife,  R.  N.  Vines  and  wife,  B.  J.  Perry  and 
wife,  Peter  Moore  and  wife,  S.  W.  Patterson  and 
wife,  John  letter . They  have  a good  box  house, 
21x30,  and  have  services  once  a month.  The 
clergymen  who  have  presided  here  were  Revs.  A. 
T.  Patterson,  James  Smith,  David  Emison,  B.  J. 
Perry,  R.  A.  Burgess,  and  the  present  minister, 
W.  T.  Campbell.  The  membership  is  forty-five. 

New  London  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in 
1844.  with  a membership  of  about  eighteen,  Jacob 
Pratt  being  tirst  pastor.  They  have  a present 
membership  of  abouty  sixty,  and  the  pastor  is  G. 
L.  Norsworthy. 

El  Dorado  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized 
in  1850  by  the  Rev.  William  S.  Lacy.  Some  of 
its  tirst  members  were  William  S.  Lawson,  Robert 
Hardy  and  wife,  William  A.  Lacy  and  wife.  Mrs. 
Julia  Lacy  (wife  of  pastor),  William  Lock  and 
Mrs.  Quillin.  Their  first  services  were  held  in  the 
old  log  court-house.  At  the  time  of  the  dedication 
of  their  present  commodious  chinch,  the  dedication 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  venerable  Air.  Lacy. 

Pleasant  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  was  organized  about  1875.  with  the  first 
pastor,  Rev.  Hulcie.  The  ti r.-t  members  were  L. 
Gritiin  and  wife,  B.  Gozey  and  wife,  and  others, 
making  about  fourteen  original  members.  This 
church  is  situated  in  the  southeast  corner  of  Comic 
Township,  ami  has  a present  membership  of  forty - 
seven. 

Hopewell  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  situated 
near  the  center  of  Cornie  Township,  was  organized 
in  1841  by  Revs.  It.  A Hargis  and  S.  D.  Worth- 
ington. Some  of  the  tirst  members  were  W.  H. 


Hill  and  wife,  John  M.  Britt  and  wife,  Thomas 
D.  Sheppard  and  wife,  John  A.  McKe'dar  and 
wife,  Alexander  Moore  and  wife.  P.  V.  Wesson 
and  wife,  and  others — about  fifteen  in  all.  S.  D. 
Worthington  first  pastor,  and  others  in  the  past 
were  J.  B.  Pratt,  S.  T.  Cobb,  W.  S.  Meek,  W.  C. 
Johnson,  J.  M.  Hart,  J.  R.  Hughes,  J.  W.  H. 
Wharton,  J.  V.  B.  Waldrop,  the  last  being  the 
present  pastor.  They  have  a strong  church  organ- 
ization of  eighty- four  members. 

Scotland  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  at 
an  early  date  by  a number  of  Scotch  settlers  with 
Rev.  S.  Lacy  as  pastor.  Some  of  the  original 
members  were  Neal  McCorvy  and  wife,  John  Me 
Googan  and  wife,  Mr.  Mulholland  and  wife.  The 
membership  -was  added  to  soon,  and  it  grew  to  be. 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  a strong  and 
wealthy  church.  Some  of  the  pastors  were  Revs. 
Hog,  Barr,  Beaty,  Smith.  Banks,  Boyd,  Eagleton. 
Davidson,  Ginn.  Wycoff  and  Paxton.  I.  M.  Ginn 
is  the  present  pastor.  The  present  membership  is 
150,  and  they  have  a good  house,  which  was 
erected  in  1884. 

Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church,  at  Caledonia,  was 
organized  in  1848  or  1850,  with  Elder  J.  B.  Pratt, 
tirst  pastor,  and  with  the  following  members:  George 
Gobi),  Sr.  and  wife,  Elijah  Cate  and  wife,  Elder  S. 
T.  Cobb  and  wife,  Ezariah  Cobb.  Sr.  and  wife, 
Ezariah  Cobb,  Jr.  and  wife,  H.  B.  Cobb  and  wife, 
A.  R.  Cobb.'  J.  II.  Alford  and  wife,  Harrison  Cobb 
and  wife.  Their  tirst  church  was  a log  building. 
In  1859  they  erected  a frame  church  building. 
This  present  tasty  church  was  erected  1879.  The 
present  membership  is  eighty-seven,  with  J.  B.  V 
"Waldrop  pastor,  and  Air.  C.  C.  May  field,  clerk. 

Blanchard  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  or- 
ganized September  11,  1885.  when  J.  I . H.  Horton 
was  chosen  pastor.  The  original  members  were 
Airs.  C.  E Griffin,  Miss  Ida  H.  Griffin.  Mrs.  Alat- 
tie  C.  Wade,  AI.  A.  Groves.  Mrs.  Alary  P.  Groves. 
Aliss  Alary  I.  Groves,  Airs.  V.  O.  Lowderback.  \V. 
11.  Harris,  deacon,  Airs.  E.  A.  Harris,  Air.  W.  C. 
Davis,  cler  k.  Airs  AI  Davis,  Aliss  Sarah  E.  Davis. 
Air.  T.  H.  Land,  Airs.  S.  F.  Land  and  Air.  Stephen 
Culpeper.  The  present  membership  of  seventy - 
eight  is  presided  over  by  J.  AI.  Hurt,  pastor,  and 
T.  AI.  Davis,  clerk.  Their  church  was  erected  in 
1887,  and  is  a very  good  building.  They  hold 
Sabbath-school  during  the  summer  months. 

Fredonia  Church,  Alethodist  Episcopal,  South, 
located  in  northeast  central  Garner  Township,  was 
organized  by  Rev.  William  Dunn,  assisted  by  Rev. 
Joseph  Terrentinc,  in  1874.  The  tirst  members 
were  J.  G.  Wilson  and  wife,  AI.  D Justiss  and 
wife,  and  Airs.  Lavigna  Gray.  It  is  a splendid 
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frame  building,  with  brick  foundation,  and  is  well 
finished  inside,  with  good  benches,  and  lighted  by 
chandeliers.  The  dimensions  are  30x45  feet.  The 
pastors  officiating  have  been  Revs.  VanYalkenburg, 
A.  C.  Biggs,  Joseph  Terrentine,  Jacob  Whiteside, 
Thomas  Scott.  S.  Terrentine  and  the  present  pastor. 
Mr.  Logan.  The  present  membership  is  forty. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  at 
El  Dorado  was  organized  in  1840,  with  Dr.  Easter 
brooks,  first  pastor.  The  first  members  were  John 
H.  Cornish  and  wife.  William  C.  Lucas,  E.  K. 
Brown  and  wife,  John  H.  Askew  and  family,  War- 
ner Brown  and  wife,  and  others.  Mr.  Warner 
Brown  gave  a lot  for  a cemetery  and  presented  a 
bell  to  the  church.  This  was  the  first  church  in 
town:  J.  H.  Bradford  is  pastor.  The  present 
church  was  erected  in  1870-77,  by  Mr.  J.  M. 
Stevens,  who  took  the  contract  for  $1,200. 

Of  the  secret  societies  in  Union  County.  El 
Dorado  Lodge  No.  13,  A.  E.  & A.  M. , deserves 
mention.  When  the  town  of  El  Dorado  was  laid 
out,  a piece  of  land  was  given  by  the  town  site 
commissioners  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  for  lodge 
purposes,  and  El  Dorado  Lodge  wTas  soon  organ- 
ized. A few  of  the  charter  members  were  Mathew 
E.  Rainey,  E.  Neal.  Peter  D.  Goodwin  and  B.  It. 
Matthews.  A fine  Masonic  hall  w'as  erected  on 
their  lot  in  1848.  In  I860  this  ledge  w7as  nourish- 
ing and  prosperous,  but  during  the  war  most  of 
its  members  were  away,  and  many  lost  their  lives 
in  battle,  or  from  exposure  incident  to  camp  life, 
so  that  at  the  close  of  hostilities,  its  membership 
had  so  reduced  that  the  lodge  surrendered  its 
charter. 

After  a few  years  it  was  reorganized,  and  given 
its  old  number — No.  13.  It  is  now  strong,  and 
has  a good  working  membership.  It  numbers 
many  old  members  on  its  roll,  as  Capt.  B.  R. 
Matthews,  who  is  the  oldest  Mason  (not  man)  in 
the  county:  Judge  W.  C.  Langford.  Col.  Wright 
and- others,  all  active  and  able  Masons.  This 
lodge  has  always  been  noted  for  the  brilliancy  in 
Masonic  knowledge  of  its  members.  A misfortune 
befell  the  lodge  in  the  destruction  of  its  hall,  which 
was  burned  in  June  of  1887.  and  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  all  its  equipments.  The  present  officers 
are  IV . E.  Lacy.  \Y.  M.  ; J.  E.  Marrable,  Sec.  ; J. 
J.  Johnson.  Treas.  Loderick  W.  Matthews  is 
deputy  grand  master  for  this  district. 

Eriendship  Chapter  No.  3.  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
w as  organized  at  El  Dorado  about  1846.  In  1864  it 
was  removed  to  Lisbon,  where,  after  a few  years, 
its  charter  wras  surrendered,  its  membership  being 
too  greatly  reduced  to  sustain  it.  In  1867  a 
chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  again  organized 


in  El  Dorado,  under  dispensation  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
with  the  following  appointed  officers:  Burton 

Williams,  II.  P.  ; J.  J.  Johnsten.  K. ; John  H.  Mor 
ris.  S.  ; R.  Sewell,  C.  of  H. ; S.  S.  Cobb,  P.  S.  : 
J.  T.  Paris.  R.  A.  C.  ; J.  L.  Pumphry,  G.  M.  3d 
Y. ; W.  C.  Langford,  G.  51.  2d  Y ; P.  D.  Goodwin, 
G.  51.  1st!.;  J.  11.  Cornish,  Sec.;  and  G.  D.  Mc- 
Gowan, S.  A charter  was  granted  to  this  chapter 
December  6,  1886,  and  named  El  Dorado  Chapter 
No.  35,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  all  the  above 
officers  were  elected. 

The  official  roster  of  this  chapter  is  now  J.  J. 
Johnsten,  II.  P.  ; \Y.  C.  Langford,  K.  ; J.  Alphin, 
S. : D.  Armstrong,  Treas.;  J.  F.  Schuler,  Sec.;  J. 
C.  W right.  C.-H. ; II.  C.  Norris,  P.  S. : B.  R. 
Matthew's,  II.  A.  C.  ; J.  A.  Morgan.  G.  M.  3d  Y.  ; 
G.  M.  Morgan,  G.  51.  2d  V. ; T.  C.  Chew,  G.  M. 
1st  Y. ; Charles  Lewis,  Chap. 

Polk  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  located  at  Hills- 
boro, was  organized  November  7,  1849,  wTith  the 
following  roster  of  officers  and  charter  members: 
John  L.  Winston,  W.  M.  ; William  Gorman,  S.  W.  : 
Hamilton  G.  Quarles,  J.  W.  ; James  T.  Crawford. 
S.  D. ; J.  W.  Jones,  J.  D. ; G.W.  Rutherford,  Sec.; 
Gideon  Reese,  Treas.:  D.  Campbell.  Tyler;  H.  L. 
Bearing,  S.  M.  Griffin,  J.  Y.  Arrington,  B.  Tatum, 
C.  Campbell,  H.  C.  Pratt,  G.  S.  Green,  James 
Moon,  M.  Reese,  O.  S.  Wiley,  J.  B.  Jones,  \Y. 
Horton.  W.  Calvert,  J.  Creed.  G.  VY.  Murphy. 
The  present  officers  are  R.  J.  Lewis.  W.  51.:  G. 
W.  Hill.  S.  W-:  J.  R.  Loventhal,  J.  VY. : VY.  P. 
Bryant,  Sec.  : T.  C.  Terrell,  Tyler:  Jordan  V ines, 
S.  D.  ; E.  K.  Murphy,  J.  D.  This  lodge  has  had 
a permanent  existence  since  the  date  of  its  organ 
ization,  and  now  has  a strong  working  membership) 
of  thirty-eight. 

Mount  Moriah  Lodge  No.  18,  A.  F.  & A.  51.. 
situated  at  Lisbon,  was  organized  in  1852  or  1853. 
The  present  officers  are  R.  J.  Fairchild,  VY.  51.; 
Levi  Tunner.  J.  VY. ; J.  E.  Robinson,  Sec,  The 
membership  is  fourteen. 

Champagnolle  Lodge  No.  68,  A.  E.  A A.  M. . 
located  at  Union  Church,  in  Franklin  Township, 
has  a membership  of  sixteen.  It.  was  organized  at 
an  early  day  (about  1850).  by  William  C.  Langford, 
A.  L.  Worthington,  and  others.  D.  D.  Pumphry 
is  at  present  W.  M. 

Lapile  Lodge,  A.  F.  A A.  51..  was  organized  in 
1889,  with  Dr.  J.  A.  Rowland.  VY.  51.  ; I.  51. 
Wheelis.  S.  VY.  ; Peter  Poole,  J.  VY.  ; Dr.  E.  E. 
Rowland.  Sec. 

By  inquiry  it  is  discovered  that  many  of  .the 
lawyers  who  practiced  at  the  bar  of  Union  County 
in  its  early  days  were  men  of  high  legal  attain 
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merits,  and  some  of  whom  were  gifted  with  rare 
intellectual  and  oratorical  powers.  Robert  Hardy 
was  one  of  the  first:-  \\  illiani  Lacy  is  still  remem- 
bered as  a brilliant  orator;  Hon.  John  H.  Askew, 
an  old  settler,  who  represented  this  senatorial  dis- 
trict in  the  State  Senate,  four  successive  terms; 
John  H.  Carlton:  Shelton  Watson,  circuit  judge 
for  many  years:  Hugh  1>.  Alarr.  now  living  in 

Texas;  Stephen  D.  Lee. 

The  personnel  of  the  bar  of  this  county  now 
is  Judge  William  C.  Langford,  Hon.  William  D. 
Jameson.  Charles  Smith  (at  present  circuit  judge 
of  this  judicial  district).  Hon.  Jesse  B.  Aloore. 
William  Van  Hook.  Walter  Goodwin,  and  James 
Marsh. 

Among  the  noted  legal  cases  of  this  county  is 
the  killing  of  William  R.  Milton.  In  1847  Air. 
Aliltou,  a lawyer  of  El  Dorado,  was  prosecuting  a 
case  against  James  Hudson  for  an  assault.  At 
the  door  of  the  court-house  Hudson  made  an  ac- 
cusation that  Milton  had  previously  killed  a man 
for  his  money,  etc.  Alilton  was  too  highly  tem- 
pered to  submit  to  this,  so  the  next  morning  he 
attempted  to  shoot  Hudson,  who  was  watching 
him  from  behind  a door  in  the  hotel,  the  shot  did 
not  take  effect,  Hudson  went  out.  they  met.  and 
in  the  struggle.  Hudson  stabbed  Alilton  to  the  heart, 
with  a bowie-knife.  Hudson  forfeited  a small  bail, 
and  left  the  country,  going  to  Texas,  where  he  was 
afterward  killed. 

In  1850  Ephraim  Kelley,  from  wantonness  and 
the  result  of  a slight  quarrel,  shot  Nick  Alarr  to 
death,  in  a saloon  in  El  Dorado.  Air.  Alarr  was  a 
man  of  high  social  standing,  and  excellent  family 
connection;  his  murderer.  Kelley,  was  a desperado 
and  a worthless  character.  Kelley  attempted  to 
escape,  but  was  soon  captured  and  placed  in  jail, 
at  Alagnolia,  Columbia  County,  for  safe  keeping. 
He  made  his  escape  before  the  case  came  to  trial, 
and  has  never  been  heard  of  since. 

On  the  morniog  of  November  7.  1805,  a negro 
named  Jerry  Atkins,  waylaid  and  murdered  two 
children  on  their  way  to  school.  Sarah  Tv.,  aged 
thirteen  years,  and  Jesse  G..  aged  eio-ht.  years, 
the  youngest  son  and  daughter  of  H.  M.  Simpson. 
This  bloody  deed  was  committed  three  miles  north 
of  El  Dorado.  Jerry  Atkins  was  captured  in 
Ashley  County  in  the  course  of  a few  days,  by 
another  negro,  named  Ed  Tatum,  who  brought 
him  to  El  Dorado.  Atkins  confessed,  and  stated 
that  he  did  this  deed  from  anger  with  Airs.  Simp- 
son. The  citizens  thought  it  would  be  but  useless 
expense  to  place  such  a case  as  this  in  the  courts, 
and  decided  to  chain  him  to  a tree'and  burn  him. 
This  was  done  November  21.  all  the  people  in  the 


vicinitv,  both  white  and  colored,  assisting  in  his 
execution,  which  was  also  witnessed  by  a small 
squad  of  United  States  troops. 

In  1877  two  brothers.  William  and  John 
Skein,  came  to  Union  County  from  Texas,  and 
settled  on  a farm  near  Lisbon.  Their  conduct  at 
once  attracted  attention  and  suspicion.  After  a 
few  months,  while  in  El  Dorado  one  Saturday  af- 
ternoon, they  were  joined  by  W.  AY.  Lesueur, 
from  Louisiana,  and  Jake  Kelley,  a young  man. 
who  was  a resident  of  Union  County,  of  good 
parentage.  After  a short  consultation,  Kelley,  the 
rest  being  already  mounted,  went  to  the  horse 
rack,  and  proceeded  to  appropriate  a horse  belong- 
ing to  a negro  named  Willis  Ferdinand.  Ferdi 
nand  at"  one  protested,  when  Kelley  tired  at  him 
several  times,  but  without  effect.  At  the  same 
time  the  others  were  in  front  of  Kyle’s  store,  when 
John  Skein  shot  and  killed  Osborn  Branch,  an  in 
offensive  and  harmless  negro.  They  then  rode  out 
on  the  Lisbon  road,  where,  around  the  corner,  they 
met  another  negro,  Jim  AVilliams,  and  without  the 
least  provocation  shot  him  as  they  rode  by.  AVill 
iams  fell  dead.  They  went  on  to  Lisbon,  and 
near  that  place  rode  to  the  door  of  a cabin  in 
which  a negro  lived,  they  called  on  him  to  come 
out.  and  as  he  came  to  the  door,  Lesueur  tired, 
giving  the  negro  a mortal  wound,  from  which  he 
i died  in  about  a week.  So,  in  the  course  of  a half 
day,  they  had  wantonly  murdered  three  inoffensive 
colored  men.  These  men  at  once  left  the  county. 
Gov.  Miller  offered  a reward  of  81,000  for  each, 
and  three  of  them  were  soon  captured  in  Texas, 
and  brought  back  to  El  Dorado.  Circuit  court 
being  in  session  they  were  at  once  placed  on  trial. 
The  jury  failed  to  agree,  and  they  were  remanded 
to  jail  till  the  next  term  of  court.  While  in  jail 
pistols  were  passed  down  a newly  constructed 
chimney.  Capt.  Alatthews.  who  was  acting  as 
deputy  sheriff,  had  been  absent  from  El  Dorado, 
over  a week,  but  was  summoned  by  the  sheriff  to 
return  and  take  charge  of  the  jail  aud  prisoners. 
He  arrived  just  in  time  to  take  in  their  dinner, 
when,  as  he  opened  the  door,  he  was  grasped 
and  drawn  within,  and  two  pistols  presented  at 
his  head;  thus  overpowered,  he  was  compelled  to 
submit,  and  the  prisoners  escaped.  John  Skein. 
Kelley  and  Lesueur,  have  never  been  captured  nor 
returned,  but  William  Skein,  returned  and  was 
captured  after  a resistance  in  which  he  was  badly 
wounded.  He  was  placed  upon  trial  the  next  term 
of  the  circuit  court,  convicted  of  murder  in  the 
first  degree,  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  Sen- 
tence was  commuted  by  Gov.  Aliller  to  life  im- 
prisonment. He  very  shrewdlv  escaped  from  the 
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guard  while  working  on  the  prison  farm  at  Little 
Rock,  and  has  disappeared  from  this  section. 

A colored  bov,  named  Kidd,  made  an  attempt  to 
rape  a white  girl  in  1885;  he  was  soon  captured, 
identified  and  placed  in  jail.  The  next  day,  while 
being  examined  by  the  justice,  he  was  taken  from 
the  sheriff’s  deputy  and  hanged  by  the  citizens—- 
white  and  black  assisting  in  his  execution. 

The  legal  executions  in  Union  County  have  all 
been  negroes.  Bob,  a slave  belonging  to  Thomas 
Avery,  was  hanged  in  1847,  for  an  attempt  at 
rape.  Sam  and  Henry,  slaves  belonging  to  Mr. 
Abbot,  who  resided  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  county,  were  hanged  at  El  Dorado  in  1848. 
for  the  murder  and  outrage  of  their  mistress,  Mrs. 
Abbot.  Two  negro  slaves  were  executed  by  Sher- 
iff Drenner,  one  for  murdering  an  overseer,  the 
other  for  murdering  his  wife.  McAdams  was 
hanged  in  1868  for  the  murder  of  Gen.  Moore: 
both  colored.  Ned  Nighton  was  executed  about 
1873  for  the  murder  of  a colored  woman  Patsey 
Matthews,  whom  he  knocked  on  the  head  with  a 
rail.  Bush  Burnett,  a negro,  was  hanged  for  the 
murder  of  Andrew  Janeson,  a lawyer,  by  shooting 
him  through  the  window,  as  he  was  reading  by  the 
tire,  about  1880. 

In  Union  County  there  are  sixty-nine  school 
districts — an  increase  of  three  since  the  report  of 
1888.  The  efficiency  of  the  schools  of  the  county 
is  of  a high  character,  and  is  rapidly  being  raised, 
as  the  growing  interest  among  the  people  de- 
mands schools  of  a high  standard.  The  public 
schools  of  El  Dorado  are  doing  a work  which  will 
rank  with  that  of  any  school  of  a similar  grade  in 
any  Northern  or  Eastern  city.  The  report  of  the 
county  examiner  of  1887  shows  an  enumeration  of 
5,756  children  of  school  age,  the  majority  of  whom 
were  also  enrolled  as  pupils  during  that  year. 
During  1888  the  enumeration  had  increased  to 
5,841,  and  the  proportion  of  enrollment  was  also 
larger.  That  year  106  teachers  were  employed,  to 
whom  §11,312  was  paid,  and  the  reserve  fund  for 
school  purposes  was  88.562.  In  1889  there  was 
a slight  falling  off  in  the  enumeration,  caused,  with 
out  doubt,  by  incomplete  returns. 

Union  County  is  favored  with  a number  of 
beautiful  towns  and  villages.  El  Dorado,  " place 
of  gold,"  is  the  name  of  the  county  seat  and  the 
chief  town.  It  has  a central  situation  in  the 
county,  is  surrounded  by  a rich  and  well  developed 
agricultural  country,  and  is  one  of  the  pleasantest 
towns  in  South  Arkansas.  In  seeking  out  its  past 
history  it  is  noticed  that  in  1813  commissioners 
were  elected  to  select  a new  site  for  the  seat  of 
justice  for  Union  County.  Before  the  question 
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was  settled,  Mathew  F.  Rainey  came  from  New 
Orleans  and  settled  on  the  southwest  quarter  of 
Section  28,  Township  17,  Range  15.  This  quarter 
section  was  later  decided  upon  as  the  site  for  the 
county  seat,  and  the  commissioners  gave  Air. 
Rainey  four  acres  for  his  pre-emption  right.  Air. 
Rainey  had  brought  a small  stock  of  family  supplies 
from  New  Orleans,  and  these  he  placed  iu  a rough 
shed  and  offered  for  sale,  thus  being  the  first  to 
erect  a shelter  of  any  kind  and  to  start  business  in 
El  Dorado.  The  first  dwelling  was  erected  here 
by  Peter  D.  Goodwin  in  1843. 

In  the  summer  of  1844  the  commissioners  pro- 
vided for  the  clearing  of  the  square,  and  in  the  fall 
of  that  year  a temporary  court-house  was  erected 
on  the  north-  side  of  the  square.  It  was  con- 
structed of  logs,  and  was  first  used  by  the  circuit 
court  in  the  fall  of  1844. 

During  the  year  of  1844  John  C.  AIcLemore 
erected  a log  hotel:  this  building  is  still  standing. 
During  this  year  Alarr  A Chapman  built  a law 
office.  R.  AI.  Hardy,  the  county  clerk,  who  was 
also  a lawyer,  built  a law  office  in  which  he  kept 
the  county  records.  O.  A.  Hill  started  a store 
near  the  site  of  the  present  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  he  merchandised  for  a couple  of  years. 
Martin  A Utley,  in  the  latter  part  of  this  year,  also 
began  the  erection  of  a log  store  house.  This  build- 
ing  is  still  standing  on  the  west  side  of  the  square, 
and  has  been  in  constant  use  as  a business  house 
since  that  time.  In  the  latter  part  of  same  year 
( 1844)  John  H.  Cornish,  the  sheriff,  began  the 
erection  of  a large  frame  hotel:  this  was  completed 
during  18 15.  still  stands,  and  has  been  in  constant, 
use  as  a hotel  since  that  time.  The  present  court 
house  was  completed  in  1848.  at  an  expense  of 
810.000. 

Business  now  began  to  be  attracted,  and  many 
firms  doing  a large  annual  trade  located  here 
about  this  time,  among  whom  were  Alartin  A 
Utley,  Alartin  A Purington.  C.  F.  Sargent.  New- 
ton A Tatum.  Alattliews  Alorgan  A Co..  A.  Rust  A 
Co..  John  Cornish.  Buckingham  A Temple,  AY.  S. 
Lacy  A Co..  James  B.  Small  and  James  Hudson. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  these  firms  gradu- 
ally retired,  till  toward  the  end  no  business  of  con 
sequence  was  transacted  here.  After  the  close  of 
the  war  the  first  man  to  engage  in  trade  was 
Thomas  Alarrable,  who  brought  a small  stock  of 
prints,  the  greater  part  of  which  he  sold  at  75  cents 
per  yard.  Ingram  A Bussey  also  had  a store,  and 
sold  such  family  supplies  as  they  could  secure  from 
the  farmers,  and  occasionally  a small  stock  of  gro- 
ceries, brought  overland  from  the  Alississippi 
River.  Business  soon  began  to  revive,  and  among 
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the  more  prominent  of  the  later  merchants  were 
Milkier  A Hughey.  -John  B.  Spears,  John  Tatum 
with  Kearu  A Shearer,  and  J.  G.  Smith.  In  1845 
the  town  was  incorporated  by  the  county  court, 
which  appointed  Theadore  Rainey  alderman,  and 
M.  F.  Rainey,  C.  Ramey,  Octavus  Hill.  John  Me 
Lemon  and  R.  Hardy,  members  of  the  council. 

The  public  buildings  are  the  court  house,  a 
well  preserved  two-story  brick  building,  erected 
many  years  ago,  occupies  the  center  of  the  public 
square,  giving  prominence  and  tone  to  the  sur 
roundings;  the  clerk's  office,  and  the  county  jail. 

El  Dorado  has  three  church  edifices — Methodist 
Episcopal,  South,  the  Baptist  and  the  Presbyterian 
for  the  white,  and  two,  a Baptist  and  a Methodist 
Episcopal,  for  the  colored  people.  There  are 
school  buildings  for  both  the  white  and  colored 
children.  The  white  school,  a one-story  three- 
roomed  building,  costing  81.500.  while  the  colored 
school  cost  8S00,  both  are  fairly  good  edifices,  and 
El  Dorado  has  long  been  known  for  the  excellence 
of  her  public  schools. 

The  business  interests  here  at  present  are: 
General  stores — B.  IV.  Reeves,  Mrs.  M.  R.  Ma 
honey.  O.  A.  Miles,  J.  J Johnsten,  Dearing  A 
McCain,  Armstrong  A Bio. . Alphin  A Pinson,  I. 
A.  Wilson  A Co.,  Tatum  A Cummings:  groceries 
— James  Mellor,  William  Newton,  J.  D.  Dunbar: 
hardware- -A.  A.  Norris:  livery  stables — 13.  R. 
Matthews,  Dearing  A Goodwin;  hotels — Mrs.  H. 

E.  Thompson,  Mrs.  Quinn,  and  Mrs.  Craig,  pri- 
vate boarding;  blacksmiths  and  wagon-makers — I. 

F.  Schuler,  W.  J.  Taylor:  mills  and  cotton-gins-- 
J.  C.  Wright.  Chew  A Goodwin;  drug  stores — T.  C. 
Chew,  W.  FI.  Goodwin;  barber — M.  L.  Ramsey; 
lawyers — William  C.  Langford,  Walter  Goodwin, 
Moore  A Marsh,  William  Van  Hook:  physicians — 
J.  H.  Pinson,  Thomas  Pinson.  W.  B.  Johnson.  \\  . 
H.  Goodwin;  dentists— Ira  A.  Wilson,  W.  W. 
M 41son:  newspapers — John  C Langford,  publisher 
Public  Sentiment. 

The  city  officials  are:  B.  R.  Matthews,  mayor: 
Harrison  L.  Dearing.  J.  \Y.  Armstrong,  I.  A. 
Wilson,  Frank  Newton  and  Sam  Alphin.  council 
men;  H.  C.  Norris,  marshal:  La  Fayette  Neal, 
postmaster.  The  population  is  500. 

El  Dorado  has  an  elevated  and  healthful  situa- 
tion. It  is  surrounded  by  a very  productive  farming 
country,  some  of  the  finest  plantations  of  the  county 
lying  contiguous  to  the  town.  The  completion  of  a 
projected  railroad  through  the  county  will  make 
available  vast  timber  resources,  and  create  a trade 
and  market  at  El  Dorado  that,  will  place  her  among 
the  first  of  the  prosperous  young  cities  of  South 
ern  Arkansas. 


Champagnolle  is  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
county,  on  the  Ouachita  River.  It  was  settled  at 
a very  early  day,  and  its  original  name  was  Scar- 
borough’s Landing.  The  county  seat  was  located 
here  from  1839  to  1843. 

Among  the  early  merchants  many  did  a large 
trade,  among  whom  may  lie  mentioned  the  Lang- 
fords. father  and  sons,  in  business  here  from  1841 
, down  to  a recent  date. 

It  was  for  a long  time  the  land  office  of  this, 
then  known  as  the  Champagnolle  District.  It  has 
always  been  the  most  important  river  point  in  ibis 
county,  and  in  the  past  has  shipped  vast  quantities 
of  cotton.  It  is  in  the  center  of’ the  coal  deposit 
of  the  Ouachita  River.  The  bottoms  in  the  vicin- 
ity are  covered  with  choice  and  valuable  timber, 
while  on  the  west  is  a good  section  of  rich  and  fer- 
tile farms.  Its  business  has  somewhat  retrograded 
since  the  construction  of  the  Cotton  Belt  Railway, 
yet  it  still  does  quite  an  extensive  trade. 

Its  present  business  interests  are:  General 

stores — J.  D.  Staples,  J.  Monroe  Smith.  A.  S. 
Sorrells,  W.  L.  Stade;  forwarding  and  receiving 
merchants — Smith  A Staples;  steam-mill  and  cot- 
ton-gin- W.  L.  Stade;  physician — W.  O.  Reagan: 
Traveler’s  Rest  Hotel  W . L.  Stade,  proprietor: 
postmaster — A.  S.  Sorrells.  It  has  a Missionary 
Baptist  Church  and  a public  school. 

Hillsboro  is  a thriving  village,  situated  about 
the  center  of  Johnson  Township,  twelve  miles 
southeast  of  El  Dorado.  This  place  was  settled 
early  in  1845,  and  Coleman,  Pratt,  Slason  and 
Billis  w'ere  merchants  here  at  an  early  day.  A 
post  office  wras  established  here  in  1846  or  1847. 
but  the  name  of  the  first  postmaster  is  unknown. 
The  business  interests  here  now  are  general 
stores,  Williams  A Smith.  C.  P.  McHenry  A Co., 
John  Loventhal  and  Hudson  A Bro.  Mr.  Hudson 
is  also  proprietor  of  the  Hillsboro  House,  the  only 
hotel  here;  physicians,  M.  A.  McHenry  and 
Morgan  Smith.  The  State  Senator,  B.  W.  51. 
Warren,  resides  here.  The  town  has  a population 
of  125;  Thomas  W.  Williams,  postmaster.  A 
striking  feature  in  the  soil  of  this  locality  is  its 
wouderful  adaptability  to  the  cultivation  and  rais- 
ing of  grapes.  The  Scuppernong  grape  has  been 
cultivated  here  for  many  years,  and  attains  a perfec- 
tion and  yield  rarely  equaled  elsewhere.  The  orig- 
inal Plolbrook  vineyard,  in  which  was  made  the  first 
Scuppernong  wine  to  be  made  in  South  Arkansas, 
are  located  here,  and  now  owned  by  Mr.  C.  P.  Me 
Henry.  They  are  the  largest  in  the  county,  and 
practically  demonstrate  the  wonderful  success  of 
grape  cultivation  and  wine-making  in  Union 
Cou  nty. 
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New  London  is  a village  of  forty  inhabitants, 
situated  in  t lie  center  of  Harrison  Township,  five 
miles  south  of  the  Ouachita  lliver.  The  first  store 
was  started  here  in  1850  by  Armon  Latis.  The 
present  business  interests  are  three  general  stores, 
conducted  by  \Y.  S..  Norman.  It.  J.  Garret  and 
John  Wallace.  The  country  around  the  town  is 
less  hilly  than  is  the  eastern  part  of  the  county 
generally.  It  is  surrounded  by  extensive  aud  vain 
able  forests  of  hardwood  and  pine,  and  abounds  in 
coal  and  clay. 

In  1843  Maj.  E.  W.  YN  rigLt  and  family  came 
from  Georgia  and  settled  in  the  northwest  part  of 
Union  County.  The  next  year,  1844.  Col.  C.  M. 
McRae  also  made  a settlement  near  here.  These 
families  formed  the  nucleus  of  what  was  soon  to  be 
a prosperous,  thriving  and  highly  moral  commun- 
ity, known  as  Mount  Holly.  At  the  time  of  Maj. 
Wriodit’s  settlement,  this  locality  was  literally  the 

Q ' » ^ 

frontier,  his  nearest  neighbor  on  the  west  being 
forty  miles  away.  Camden  was  their  nearest  post- 
office,  while  the  surrounding  country  was  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness.  A Mr.  Hawly.  who  is  de 
scribed  as  a typical  Yankee,  penetrated  this  locality 
about  1845,  from  Connecticut,  and  traveled  over 
the  country  peddling.  The  next  year  he  was  joined 
by  a Mr.  Chapman,  and  together  they  started  the 
first  store.  About  this  time  a post-office  was  estab- 
lished here.and  Mr.  Chapman  was  the  first  postmas- 
ter, with  a mail  once  a week.  The  early  settlers  of 
this  section  were  mostly  men  of  religious  views  and 
education,  so  early  recognized  the  advantages  of 
schools  and  churches.  A Presbyterian  Church 
had  been  organized  in  1 840,  and  in  1347  Maj. 
Wright  with  Col  McRae,  secured  a charter  for  a 
school  to  be  known  as  the  Mount  Holly  Academy. 
The  provisions  of  this  charter  precluded  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  within  three  miles  of  the  school. 
The  citizens  erected  a good  hewed  log  building,  and 
secured  the  services  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Hog,  as  prin- 
cipal. Mr.  Hog  seems  to  have  had  a wonder- 
ful genius  for  imparting  knowledge,  and  the  Mount 
Holly  Academy. under  his  control,  drew  pupils  from 
all  South  Arkansas  and  North  Louisiana.  His  aim 
seems  to  have  been  to  improve  and  elevate  the 
morals  of  his  pupils,  as  well  as  to  expand  and  de- 
velop their  intellect.  It  is  said  that  many  of  the 
people  of  this  county  show  the  result  of  this  good 
man’s  teaching  in  a highly  creditable  manner  even 
to  the  present  day.  This  school  continued  to  pros- 
per till  Mr.  Hog  left  in  1858.  South  Arkansas 
has  never,  even  to  the  present,  day.  had  a school  in 
which  the  impress  of  able  instruction  has  been 
more  deeply  imprinted  upon  the  minds  of  its  pu 
pilsthan  the  old  Mount  Hollv  Academy. 


Up  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  but  little  busi- 
ness was  transacted  here,  and  during  the  years  of 
strife,  all  trade  was  suspended.  Business  was  re- 
vived in  1885.  bv  John  M.  Mediae,  C.  L.  McRae 
and  John  Watts.  In  1 800  Morgan  A McRae 
started  the  largest  business  that  has  ever  been  done 
in  Mount  Holly : the  firm  is  still  doing  business, 
under  the  firm  name  of  W.  E.  McRae  A Co.  They 
also  own  a large  cotton-gin,  which  has  turned  out 
as  many  as  800  bales  during  the  season.  Other 
business  interests  are  Edward  Young,  merchant: 
physician,  Dr  Charles  Chester:  postmaster,  Mr. 
Freeman. 

The  high  moral  tone  of  the  people  of  Mount 
Holly  is  justly  instanced  as  the  example,  strictly 
followed,  which  such  pioneers  as  Maj  Wright  and 
Col.  McRae  stamped  upon  the  settlement  at  its 
birth.  They  legislated  liquor  from  their  midst,  by 
a provision  in  the  charter  of  their  school.  That 
these  precepts  are  alive  to-day  and  bearing  fruit, 
is  a living  monument  to  the  memory  of  those  who 
sowed  the  seed. 

Wesson  post  office,  established  in  1889,  is  situ- 
ated near  the  central  part  of  Curnie  Township. 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Griffin  was  first,  and  is  the  present 
postmistress. 

Three  Creeks  is  in  Cornie  Township.  The  first 
store  was  started  there  in  1845.  by  Miller  A Bro. : 
one  of  these  men  was  also  first  postmaster.  The 
second  store  was  started  in  1855,  by  Moon  A 
Carter;  the  third  about  the  same  time.  by  Nor- 
wood A Ammons.  The  present  business  consists 
of  two  general  stores,  conducted  by  W . H.  Hill, 
and  G.  W?.  Moore.’who  is  also  postmaster. 

Lisbon  is  a small  village  situated  about  the 
center  of  Van  Bureu  Township.  The  business 
interests  are  mainly  conducted  by  Graham  Bros., 
who  have  a large  general  store,  and  a good 
steam  cotton-gin.  James  Graham  is  postmaster. 
There  is  also  a church  and  public  school  here.  The 
surrounding  country  is  a little  above  the  average, 
and  in  the  neighborhood  are  large  tracts  of  vain 
able  timbered  land. 

Caledonia  is  a pleasant  village,  situated  in  the 
southern  part  of  Jackson  Township.  There  had 
been  a church  and  school  at.  this  point  for  some 
years,  but  in  January.  1867.  Joel  Smith  A Co., 
started  the  first  store;  in  three  months  they  were 
bought  out  by  Woolley  A Morgan.  Mr.  Morgan 
removed  from  a business  which  he  had  established 
in  1858,  one  mile  northwest  of  this  point,  known 
as  Georgetown.  In  1869  this  firm  dissolved.  Mr. 
Morgan  erected  a new  building,  and  both  men 
continued  in  trade  till  1876.  A post-office  was  es 
I tablishe'd  in  1878,  with  Reason  Woolley  first  post 
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master.  The  present  business  is  Dr.  G.  T.  Hale 
and  It.  A.  Woolley,  general  stores;  Mayfield 
ltros.’  steam  saw  and  gristmill,  and  cotton-gin; 
4.  J.  Jackson,  blacksmith;  Halo  A Toole,  tan-yard; 
Wiley  P.  Davis,  shoe  and  harness  maker;  R.  A. 
Woolley,  postmaster  and  notary  public;  G.  T.  Hale, 
physician.  The  neighborhood  of  this  village  is 
perhaps  the  best  farming  country  in  Union  County, 
and  it  is  surrounded  bv  many  good  farms. 

Blanchard  Springs  is  situated  in  the  southern 
part  of  Jackson  Township,  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  Louisiana  State  line.  In  the  spring 
of  1 NS  1 a movement  was  made  to  start  a town  at 
this  place,  from  the  fact  that  a number  of  cases  of 
various  diseases,  mostly  of  chronic  sore  eyes  and  skin 
diseases,  had  been  cured  from  the  use  of  the  waters 
of  the  springs.  This  movement  was  started  by 
T.  51  Davis  beginning'  the  erection  of  a hotel 
here,  which  was  opened  January  1.  1882.  During 
the  summer  of  1881  Gardner  A Brazzil  removed 
to  this  point  from  Caledonia,  and  were  soon  joined 
by  R.  W.  Goyne  and  Homer  Jordan,  all  of  whom 
started  general  stores.  In  a short  time  live  hotels 
and  nine  business  houses  were  in  operation.  The 
post-office  was  established  here  by  Mr.  Davis  on 
his  arrival  January  1.  1882.  The  town  was  in- 
corporated April,  1882,  with  Dr.  F.  E.  Morgan, 
mayor;  T.  M.  Davis,  J.  A.  Cameron  and  three 
others  aldermen.  Among  the  sixteen  springs 
several  are  noted  for  their  virtue  in  the  cure  of 
dyspepsia,  skin  diseases,  dropsy,  etc.  The  water 
of  Blanchard  Spring  No.  2 shows  the  following 
analysis  on  a basis  of  one  gallon:  Chlorine.  57.05 
grains;  lime  89.25  grains;  carbonic  acid,  70 
grains;  magnesia,  9.07  grains;  sulphuric  acid, 
trace;  iron,  trace.  Mr.  K G.  Florry  gave  the 
springs,  with  a reservation  of  about  one  acre,  to 
the  town.  The  virtues  of  these  springs  were 
known  to  hunters  forty  live  years  ago.  J.  M. 
Meek,  an  old  settler  here,  told  Mr.  Davis  of  their 
powers,  which  had  been  known  to  him  for  years. 
There  is  a Baptist  Church,  a public  school,  and 
the  following  business  interests  here  now  (1890): 
II.  W ade,  \\  H.  Harris  and  G.  W.  Eskew.  gen- 
eral stores;  ■).  O.  Jackson,  livery  and  live  stock; 
Mrs.  Ella  Owens,  notions:  C.  L.  Lowderback, 
cabinet-maker  and  justice  of  the  peace:  W.  L. 
Risinger,  steam,  gin,  grist  and  saw  mill,  shingle 
and  planing  machine;  T.  51.  Davis,  postmaster. 
The  population  is  100. 


Francis  M Betts,  planter  and  miller.  Cham- 
pagnolle.  Ark.  Mr.  Betts,  a native-born  resident 


of  the  county  and  one  of  the  foremost  planters  and 
millers  of  tin1  same,  was  born  on  November  1, 
1849.  His  parents.  W illiam  and  Elizabeth  W. 
(Vincent)  Betts,  were  natives,  respectively,  of 
Tennessee  and  Alabama,  the  former  born  in  1822 
and  the  latter  in  1819.  Their  marriage  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  four  children,  who  are  named  as 
follows:  .Samuel  D.,  Columbus  (deceased),  and 
Theatious  (deceased).  The  father  emigrated  from 
Tennessee  to  Arkansas  in  1847,  located  in  Union 
County,  and  there  he  resides  at  the  present  time 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  which  occupation  he 
has  carried  on  all  his  life.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Wheel,  and  a man  who  takes  a decided  interest  in 
the  building  up  of  churches,  schools,  etc.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  has  been 
deacon  in  the  same  for  the  last  twenty -five  or 
thirty  years.  During  the  late  war  his  sympathies 
were  with  the  South,  and  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  participating  in  the  battle  of 
Mark’s  Mill  and  several  other  battles  of  impor- 
tance. Mrs.  Betts  is  also  a member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church.  Francis  M.  Betts  se- 
cured a fair  education  in  the  private  schools  of 
Union  County,  and  later  began  farming,  which  he 
continued  for  one  year.  He  then  married  5Iiss 
Amanda  51.  Freeman  on  January  25,  1872,  and 
the  result  of  this  union  was  the  birth  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  Clara,  William  A..  Lizzie  G. , Leila, 
Frank 51. , Asa  F.,  DollieY'.,  Herbert  V.  and  Hazel. 
5Irs.  Betts  was  also  a native  of  Union  County, 
Ark.  Trained  to  the  duties  of  the  farm  from  an 
early  day,  this  has  ever  been  5Ir.  Betts’  chosen  occu- 
pation, and  in  connection  he  also  carries  on  milling. 
He  is  the  owner  of  about  452  acres  of  land,  has 
100  acres  under  cultivation,  and  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  county.  He  is  a member  of 
the  5Iasonic  fraternity,  Champagnolle  Lodge  No. 
08.  and  has  represented  his  lodge  in  the  grand 
lodge  twice.  He  has  held  the  office  of  treasurer, 
senior  warden  and  master  in  the  lodge,  holding 
the  latter  position  for  four  terms.  He  is  at 
present  secretary.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Wheel,  and  has  held  the  office  of  president  in  the 
same.  He  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  for  six 
years,  and  represented  his  county  in  the  Legis- 
lature one  term.  He  and  wife  are  deeply  inter 
ested  in  school  matters,  and  allow  no  worthy 
movement  of  any  kind  to  fall  through  for  want  of 
support  if  they  can  possibly  prevent  it.  The 
Betts  family  is  of  Scoth-German  descent. 

Rev.  Obediali  F.  Bolding,  a well-known  resi- 
dent of  this  section  of  the  country,  was  b.oru  in 
5Ic5Iiun  County,  Ten  a..  February  9,  1827.  beiug 
the  third  of  seven  children  born  to  John  and  N.uicv 
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(Shaffer)  Bolding,  who  were  residents  of  Union 
County,  Ark.,  from  1852  until  their  deaths.  The 
father  was  a noted  divine  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South,  and  for  forty  years  followed 
the  calling  of  a minister.  At  the  age  of  twenty - 
two  years  Obediah  F.  Bolding  began  the  battle  of 
life  for  himself,  and  shortly  afterward  was  married 
to  Miss  Emeline  L.  Palmer,  a sister  of  Maj. 
Palmer,  who'  is  at  present  State  superintendent  of 
1 public  instruction  of  Alabama,  in  which  capacity 
he  has  served  for  six  years.  Mrs.  Bolding  is  a 
daughter  of  Solomon  aud  Elizabeth  Palmer,  who 
were  residents  of  Alabama  the  greater  portion  of 
their  lives.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bolding,  a family  of 
nine  children  have  been  born,  four  of  whom  are 
living:  John  P.  (a  farmer),  Thomas  E.  (at  present 
in  college  preparing  for  the  ministry),  Perry  M. 

(a  farmer),  and  Amelia  C.  (is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Adams,  who  is  a resident  of  Union  County,  Ark.), 
coming  from  Georgia  in  1888,  and  is  much  pleased 
with  his  move.  The  principal  occupation  to  which 
Mr.  Bolding  has  devoted  his  attention,  has  been 
farming,  and  his  present  estate  comprises  280 
acres  of  line  and  valuable  land,  eightv  being  under 
cultivation.  In  addition  to  this  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school,  a calling  for  which  he 
seemed  to  have  a natural  aptitude,  and  in  which  he 
was  very  successful.  Pie  has  been  a member  of 
the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  since  1854,  and  has  long  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
having  been  ordained  a minister  of  the  same  in 
1807.  lie  has  always  been  strictly  honorable, 
kindly  in  disposition  and  charitable  to  all,  and  bv 
both  precept  and  example,  has  taught  the  divine 
truths  of  Christianity. 

Rev.  Henry  T.  Britt  is  the  owner  of  a fertile 
farm  of  120  acres,  of  which  forty  acres  are  under 
cultivation,  and  on  this  admirably  conducted  farm 
he  has  erected  a steam  cotton  gin  and  grist-mill  at 
a cost  of  about  SI, 500,  and  is  now  doing  a paying 
work  for  the  public.  Georgia  has  given  to  Union 
County,  Aik.,  many  estimable  citizens,  but  she  has 
contributed  none  more  highly  respected  or  for  con- 
scientious discharge  of  every  duty  in  every  rela- 
tion in  life,  more  worthy  of  respect  and  esteem 
than  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
in  Hancock  County,  Ga. , October  31,  1822.  being 
the  second  in  a family  of  three  children  born  to 
Henry  and  Ailsie  Britt,  who  were  for  a long  time 
residents  of  Georgia.  The  father  was  a Demo- 
crat, although  not  active,  aud  was  a prominent  j 
man  throughout  the  section  of  country  in  which 
he  resided.  The  early  life  of  Henry  T.  Britt  was 
spent  in  his  native  State,  and  when  quite  young  he 
began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  and  although 


his  early  struggles  were  many  and  severe  he  grew 
up  to  honorable  manhood.  He  acquired  an  ordinary 
English  education,  and  spent  the  most  of  his  time  at 
carpentering,  a trade  he  had  learned  in  Georgia.  He 
is  at  present  engaged  in  several  pursuits,  and  be- 
sides following  farming  gives  considerable  attention 
to  the  duties  of  a minister.  He  was  ordained,  a min- 
ister of  the  Hopewell  Baptist  Church  in  January, 
1805,  and  although  not  an  active  worker  in 
church  matters,  he  has  the  interests  of  Christianity 
strongly  at  heart.  His  marriage,  which  occurred 
in  June,  1853,  was  to  Miss  Emma  Adams,  of  New 
Orleans,  by  whom  he  has  had  eleven  children,  the 
following  five  only  being  alive:  Albert  R.  (who 
was  married,  in  1877.  to  Miss  Ponder,  of  Louisi- 
ana). William  E.  (who  was  married,  about  187'-J, 
to  Miss  Y.  A.  Jean,  of  this  county),  Robert  L. 
(who  was  married,  in  1884.  to  Miss  Lou  Roberson, 
a native  of  this  county),  John  A.,  and  Jesse  M. 

Mr.  Britt  endeavored  to  give  his  children  good 
practical  educations,  and  in  this  succeeded,  and 
has  lived  to  see  his  sons  grow  to  be  honored  and 
upright  citizens,  and  worthy  members  of  the  Bap 
tist  Church.  Mr.  Britt  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  became  a Master  Mason  in 
Hamilton,  Ga.,  in  1844.  afterward  becoming  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  in  El  Dorado  in  1850,  and  at 
tained  to  the  council  degree  at  Ouachita  Seminary 
in  1855.  and  at  present  holds  membership  in  Farrn- 
erville.  La.  He  belongs  to  the  Agricult  ural  "Wheel, 
which  lie  joined  in  1888.  and  in  his  political  views 
is  a Democrat,  aud  always  has  been,  and  says  that 
in  his  childhood  he  was  rocked  in  a Democratic 
cradle. 

Charles  G.  Britt.  In  Union  County,  Ark., 
near  the  present  town  of  Three  Creeks,  there  was 
born  on  January  11,  1845.  to  John  51.  and  Amanda 
(Lofton)  Britt,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  sec- 
ond of  their  fourteen  children.  In  his  case  the 
much  oft-abused  phrase,  ‘‘self-made  man,”  seems 
to  have  a true  illustration,  for  his  rise  in  life  has 
been  accomplished  through  his  individual  efforts, 
and  by  a constant  and  early  industry.  He  re- 
ceived the  advantages  of  the  country  schools  in 
his  youth,  but  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
dropped  his  books  and  farming  implements  and  en- 
listed as  a private  in  the  Confederate  army,  be- 
coming a member  of  Company  I.  Fifteenth  Arkan- 
sas Infantry,  under  Capt.  Land  Matthews  and 
Col.  Ben  Johnston,  of  Ouachita  County,  and  was 
present  at  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson,  receiving  i 
his  parole  there.  He  then  went  to  the  parole  camps 
near  Washington,  Ark.,  and  was  afterward  oue  of 
the  sixth  company,  in  McNair’s  brigade,  soon  after 
I which  he  was  appointed  sergeant.  He  was  in  an 
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engagement,  at  Mount  Elba,  Ark.,  on  Aj ail  In, 
1S64,  in  which  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm, 
which,  although  painful,  was  not  serious.  At  the 
time  of  the  surrender  he  was  at  Marshall,  Tex., 
and  he  afterward  returned  to  his  home  in  Arkan 
sas,and  resumed  his  former  occupation  of  farming. 
He  now  has  fifty  of  his  220  acre  farm  under  culti- 
vation, which  yields  about  one-third  bale  of  cotton 
and  fifteen  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre,  tie  was 
married  in  1870  to  IMiss  Nancy  Cole,  a daughter 
of  Charley  and  Sarah  (New)  Cole,  who  were  resi- 
dents of  this  State,  in  which  Mrs.  Britt  was  born. 
Of  a family  of  seven  children  born  to  them,  six 
are  now  living:  Ida  O (who  was  married  in  Janu- 
ary, 1890,  to  Bernard  Allison,  of  this  county),  Ar 
lecy  E.,  Sarah,  Amanda,  Lulu  J.  and  Julia  A. 
Mr.  Britt  is  a Democrat,  and  besides  serving  in  the 
capacity  of  school  director,  is  the  present  justice 
of  the  peace  of  his  township.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Agricultural  A heel,  a member  of  the  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church,  which  lie  joined  in  1872,  and. 
is  a supporter  of  worthy  enterprises,  such  as 
schools,  churches,  etc.  His  parents  were  married 
in  Union  County.  Ark.,  and  here  are  residing  at 
the  present  time.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to 
them  five  are  dead,  and  the  remaining  six  are  scat- 
tered throughout  Union,  Nevada  and  Howard 
Counties,  Ark.,  and  Claiborne  Parish.  La. 

John  G.  Bull  is  accounted  a prosperous  farmer 
of  Union  County,  Ark.,  and  like  the  majority 
of  native  Alabamaians  he  is  progressive  in  his 
views  and  possesses  an  energetic  temperament.  The 
estate  which  he  is  now  engaged  in  tilling  com- 
prises 300  acres  of  land,  and  of  this  140  acres  are 
under  cultivation,  yielding  an  average  amount  of 
grain  and  cotton.  In  addition  to  this  calling, 
which  has  received  his  attention  the  greater  part 
of  his  life,  he  has  on  his  farm  an  excellent  cotton- 
gin,  to  which  he  devoted  a considerable  portion  of 
his  time  during  the  season.  He  is  a native  of 
Talladega  County,  Ala. .born  March  8,  1843,  and 
is  the  third  of  five  children  born  to  Martin  T.  and 
Martha  (Gray)  Bull,  who  were  for  a number  of 
years  residents  of  Alabama.  The  father  died  in 
Cherokee  County,  Tex.,  in  1882.  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four,  and  the  mother  in  IMS,  at  an  early 
age,  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Alabama,  and  was  killed  by  an  Indian. 
John  G.  Bull’s  early  education  was  quite  limited, 
and  at.  the  age  of  eighteen  vears  he  began  doing 
for  himself,  soon  after  joining  the  Confederate 
army  as  a private  in  Company  Iv,  Tenth  Alabama 
Infantry,  and  served  thus  for  two  years,  when  he 
was  promoted  to  sergeant,  in  which  capacity  he 


! served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the 
| battle  of  Seven  Pines,  both  battles  of  Fredericks- 
j burg,  the  Wilderness  and  a number  of  other  im- 
| port  ant  engagements  in  Virginia.  He  received 
three  slight  wounds,  but  was  not  taken  prisoner  at 
any  time,  and  after  the  war  returned  to  his  home 
in  Alabama,  where  he  remained  a short  time,  then 
came  to  Union  County,  Ark. , and  here  has  since 
made  his  home.  His  marriage,  which  occurred 
March  24,  1807,  to  Miss  Fannie  J.  Gray,  has  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  the  following 
of  whom  are  living:  William  W.,  James  M.. 

Mattie  S. , Mary  F.  and  Susan  C.  Mrs.  Bull’s 
parents,  E.  M.  and  Sophronia  (Rodgers)  Gray, 
were  born  in  Alabama.  Mr.  Bull  is  a Democrat, 
and  in  IS  <4  was  elected  to  the  office  of  magistrate, 
and  has  tilled  the  position  up  to  the  present  time, 
with  the  exception  of  1880-81.  He  and  his  wife 
are  worthy  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
i Church. 

James  W.  Burnside,  although  a resident  of  Hills- 
boro, Ark. , was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ala. . January 
11,  1839,  being  the  third  of  eleven  children  born 
to  Lemuel  and  Tabitha  (Lawrence)  Burnside,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Georgia,  and  the  lat- 
ter in  Alabama.  They  emigrated  as  far  west  as 
Arkansas  in  1849,  and  settled  in  Union  County, 
where  the  mother  is  still  living,  the  father  having 
died  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  seventy  three  years. 
The  most  of  the  family  born  to  them  are  also  re- 
siding in  this  county,  and  are  engaged  in  farming. 
James’  W . Burnside  was  brought  up  to  a farm  life, 
in  this  county,  receiving  the  advantages  of  the 
! common  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twentv-eight 
| years  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  to 
| Miss  E.  J.  Grace,  whose  parents,  Thaddeus  W.  and 
i Sarah  (Burnside)  Grace,  were  Georgians  and  emi- 
grated to  Arkansas  in  i860,  and  settling  in  Union 
1 County,  where  they  are  still  living.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burnside  the  following  family  has  been  born: 
Sarah  L..  Thaddeus  L..  Birdie,  Willie,  Hattie  and 
j an  infant  not  named.  After  his  marriage,  Mr. 

| Burnside  started  energetically  to  work  to  till  the 
! soil,  and  after  devoting  his  attention  to  this  for  six 
| years,  he  opened  a mercantile  establishment  at 
Hillsboro,  which  he  successfully  conducted  until 
j 1885.  He  then  resumed  his  agricultural  opera 
; tions,  and  is  at  the  present  time  the  owner  of  800 
| acres  of  fine  land,  with  150  acres  in  an  excellent 
| state  of  cultivation.  By  fertilizing  his  laud  he 
: raises  one-half  bale  of  cotton  and  twenty  bushels 
of  corn  to  the  acre.  He  is  a supporter  of  Demo- 
i cratic  principles,  taking  an  active  interest  in  poli- 
; tics,  and  as  a citizen  his  record  is  nutambhed.  and 
: in  all  the  affairs  of  life  he  has  borne  himself  in  an 
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upright  manner,  and  to-day  is  recognized  as  a man 
of  true  worth.  He  entered  the  Confederate  army  \ 
in  1862,  as  a private,  becoming  a member  of  Com-  j 
pany  Ct,  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  was 
principally  engaged  in  Mississippi  and  Tennessee. 
He  was  a participant  in  the  battles  of  Iuka,  Cor 
inth,  Baker’s  Creek,  Big  Black  and  Vicksburg,  ; 
where  he  was  captured  and  paroled.  He  imme-  } 
diatelv  returned  to  his  home  in  Arkansas,  where  he  | 
remained  until  September,  1863,  when  he  was  or- 
dered to  Washington,  Ark.,  where  his  old  regi- 
ment was  reorganized,  and  from  that  time  until 
the  close  of  the  war  he  was  on  active  duty,  and  ; 
faithfully  served  the  cause  he  espoused. 

Dr.  Charles  Chester,  physician.  Mount  Holly. 
Ark.  This  old,  but  very  successful  physician  was 
born  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  on  August  21,  1S10, 
and  his  parents.  David  and  Prudence  (Fox)  Ches- 
ter,  were  natives  of  the  same  State  the  father  born 
on  April  23,  170S,  and  the  mother  on  December  : 
15,  1779.  The  parents  were  married  on  Novem 
ber  8.  1797,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children:  j 
Eliza  O.,  John  F.,  Sophia  M. , Edwin  and  Emaline  ; 
(twins),  and  Lydia  A.  The  father  was  a planter 
by  occupation,  and  emigrated  to  Mississippi,  set- 
tling in  Columbus,  where  he  remained  until  he  re  j 
ceived  his  final  summons  on  September  30,  1861. 
The  mother  died  in  1S69.  Both  were  united  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Dr.  Charles  Chester 
was  educated  at  a public  academy  in  Connecticut, 
and  remained  in  his  native  State  until  1824,  when 
he  emigrated  with  his  brother  to  the  Palmetto 
State,  locating  in  Sumter  District.  In  1832  he 
emigrated  to  Alabama,  but  a little  later  in  the  same 
year,  he  returned  to  South  Carolina,  and  on  Janu- 
ary 13  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  lemans.  He 
then  attended  the  Medical  University  of  Louisiana, 
at  New  Orleans,  and  in  1846  emigrated  to  Arkan- 
sas. He  settled  in  Union  County,  and  was  very 
active  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  becoming 
well  and  favorably  known,  not  only  in  this,  but  in 
surrounding  counties.  To  his  marriage  were  born 
nine  children,  seven  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown:  j 
W illiam  Y. , Ellen  P,  (deceased),  Susan  B.,  Joseph  j 
C.  (killed  during  the  war),  Caroline,  Charles  M,  j 
Julia,  Edward  and  Samuel  H.  Dr.  Chester  has  j 
been  practicing  for  about  forty-live  years,  and  is  a | 
man  of  decided  intellectual  ability.  Time  has  ; 
dealt  quietly  with  him,  and  he  is  to-day  in  com 
paratively  good  health.  He  is  public  spirited,  and  j 
takes  a decided  interest  in  all  laudable  enterprises,  i 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Samuel  VY.  Cobb,  farmer,  Caledonia,  Ark. 
One  of  the  neatest  farms  in  Jackson  Township  is  j 


that  owned  by  Mr.  Cobb,  containing  240  acres, 
with  150  acres  cleared,  100  acres  of  which  he 
cleared  himself.  It  is  admirably  adapted  to  the 
raising  of  cotton,  or  in  fact  almost  anything  and 
is  a tine  tract  of  land.  Mr.  Cobb  was  born  in  Sa- 
line County,  Ark.,  in  1847,  and  was  the  fourth  in 
a family  of  twelve  children  born  to  Rev.  Samuel 
T.  and  Malinda  (Clement)  Cobb,  both  natives  of 
Alabama.  4'he  paternal  grandfather  removed  from 
Tennessee  to  Alabama  at  an  early  day,  then  in 
1842,  removed  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Saline 
County,  and  in  1852  removed  to  Union  County. 
Later  he  moved  to  Mississippi,  and  died  in  that 
State  about  1870.  Rev.  Samuel  T.  Cobb  was  a 
Baptist  minister,  beginning  his  ministerial  duties 
in  Saline  County,  and  after  his  arrival  at  Union 
County,  he  constantly  preached  in  this  and  the  ad- 
joining Union  Parish  in  Louisiana,  until  his  death 
on  January  12,  1S88.  He  assisted  in  the  organi- 
zation of  many  churches  in  this  county,  and  here 
made  his  home  for  some  time.  In  connection  with 
his  ministerial  duties  he  carried  on  farming  to 
some  extent.  In  1867  he  removed  to  Union  Parish, 
La.,  where  his  death  occurred.  He  was  always 
known  as  one  of  the  firmest  and  truest  of  friends, 
and  the  most  upright  of  men.  The  mother  is  still 
living  in  Louisiana.  Samuel  VY.  Cobb,  brought 
up  to  a knowledge  of  farm  life,  very  naturally 
chose  that  occupation  as  his  calling  in  life,  when  it 
became  necessary  for  him  to  select  some  permanent 
industry.  He  received  a fair  education  in  the 
common  schools,  went  with  his  parents  to  Louisi- 
ana in  1867,  and  was  there  married  the  following 
year  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Morgan,  daughter  of  G. 
M.  Morgan.  [See  sketch.]  He  remained  in  Louis 
iana  until  1872,  and  then  returned  to  Caledonia, 
Union  County,  where  he  settled  on  his  present  fine 
farm.  He  makes  a success  of  tilling  the  soil,  and 
is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  county.  Dur- 
ing the  year  1889  he  made  twenty  bales  of  cotton 
on  thirty  six  acres.  His  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  nine  children:  William  Branch,  Samuel 
Taylor,  Sarah  Lucinda,  Luquinca  Olivia,  Lena 
Malinda,  George  Morgan,  Carrie  Ethel,  Lee  Whar 
ton  and  James  Wilson.  Mr.  Cobb  is  deeply  in- 
terested in  educational  matters,  and  contributes 
generously  to  the  support  of  schools,  etc.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

John  II.  Cornish  (deceased).  Mr.  Cornish  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  prominent  citizens 
(if  Union  County,  and  also  one  of  the  pioneers, 
coming  here  from  Lauderdale  County,  Ala.,  in 
1833.  The  paternal  grandfather  settled  in  V ir- 
ginia at  a very  early  date  and  died  in  Fairfax 
County.  His  son,  William,  Sr.,  married  and 
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partly  reared  a family  of  four  children— three 
sons  and  one  daughter— -and  both  the  grandfather 
and  father  were  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  where 
the  latter,  who  was  but  a boy,  was  in  the  courier 
service.  The  father  of  our  subject,  William,  Sr., 
removed  to  Georgia  prior  to  1800,  and  there,  at 
the  birth  of  John  II.,  his  wife  died,  after  which 
the  family  became  somewhat  scattered,  and  John 
j H. , with  his  sister,  was  taken  to  Kentucky  by  a 
| friend  of  the  family,  by  whom  they  were  princi 
pally  reared.  The  remainder  of  the  family  was 
in  Georgia  and  Florida.  In  early  youth  John  H. 
went  to  Tennessee,  Giles  County,  and  there  clerked 
a year  or  so.  When  about  twenty  one  years  of 
age  he  went  to  Lauderdale  County,  Ala.,  where  he 
served  a term  as  deputy  sheriff,  and  was  also  mar- 
ried, about  this  time,  to  Miss  Jane  D.  Howe,  a 
native  of  South  Carolina;  two  sons  were  born  to 
this  marriage,  in  said  county.  Mr.  Cornish  re- 
sided in  that  county  until  1833,  when  he  emigrated 
to  Arkansas  by  way  of  Memphis  and  Little  Rock 
(both  of  which  places  were  but  small  villages  at 
this  time).  He  was  strongly  persuaded  by  the 
citizens  of  the  latter  place  to  remain,  but  preferred 
to  push  on,  and  from  the  fact  of  an  accident  to  his 
wagon  he  located  live  miles  south  of  the  present 
site  of  El  Dorado.  He  resided  on  this  but  two 
years,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought  auother  farm 
in  the  vicinity,  then  sold  this  to  Mr.  Norris  and 
removed  to  a place  in  the  woods,  about  seven  miles 
northeast  of  El  Dorado.  Soon  after  settling  in  the 
county  he  was  elected  sheriff,  and  so  well  did  he 
till  this  posit.iou  and  so  popular  did  he  become, 
that  he  held  the  same  for  nine  consecutive  terms, 

| making  a period  of  eighteen  years  in  constant 
office.  At  the  time  of  his  first  election  the  area  of 
this  county  was  very  large,  and  his  trips  over  the 
country  on  official  business  were  often  attended 
with  danger  and  adventure.  During  the  term  of 
his  office  he  executed  three  criminals.  In  1 S 4 G he 
moved  to  El  Dorado,  erected  a hotel  at  that  place, 
and  was  landlord  for  many  years.  He  was  also 
engaged  in  merchandising  for  some  time,  and  later 
changed  the  hotel  property  for  a plantation  three 
miles  south  of  town.  He  then  carried  on  farming 
for  some  time,  but  after  some  time  sold  out.  and 
as  he  had  always  owned  town  property,  retired  to 
this.  His  death  occurred  on  December  31.  1808, 
while  on  a visit  to  a son  and  daughter  in  Texas. 
He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  his  house  was  always  the 
home  of  the  circuit  rider.  His  marriage  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters:  Will- 

iam II.  (went  to  California  in  1849  and  died  on  his 
way  home,  while  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  where  he 


was  buried),  John  L.  (graduated  in  medicine  at 
Philadelphia,  removed  to  Texas,  where  he  practiced 
Ij is  profession,  and  after  the  war  began  business  at 
Waco,  where  he  died  in  1887),  Rufus  K.  (died 
soon  after  removal  to  Texas  in  1809),  Amanda  C. 
(wife  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Hightower,  was  married  at  El 
Dorado  about  1849,  removed  to  Texas  during  the 
war,  and  at  her  home  Mr.  Cornish  received  his 
ffnal  summons).  The  mother  made  her  home  with 
this  daughter  until  her  death,  at  the  residence  of 
Dr.  J.  C,  Hi  glitower  in  Bremond,  Tex.,  June  8, 
in  her  eighty-fifth  year.  Mrs.  Cornish  was  the 
wife  and  relict,  of  John  H.  Cornish,  the  first  sheriff 
of  Union  County,  Ark. , who  held  the  office  for 
nearly  twenty  years  in  succession.  She  was  born 
in  Chester  District,  S.  C.  ; from  there,  at  an  early 
1 age,  moved  with  her  parents  to  Lauderdale  County, 
Ala.,  where  she  was  met  and  wooed  by  her  above 
mentioned  husband.  Two  sons  were  born  to  them 
in  that  county,  thence  they  moved  overland  in  car- 
riage to  Arkansas,  about  the  year  1833  or  1833, 
via  Memphis  and  Little  Rock,  which  places  at  that 
time  were  small  villages;  settling  in  Union  Counts 
(the  said  county  then  embracing  what  is  nosv 
known  as  Union,  Bradley,  Columbia,  Calhoun  and 
parts  of  Ashley  and  Hempstead  Counties).  She 
was  the  mother  of  seven  children  — five  sons  and 
two  girls — five  of  these  were  born  in  Union  County, 
Ark. ; lived  to  see  them  all  grown,  and  to  meet 
several  of  her  great-grandchildren.  She  and  her 
husband  were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  South,  and  their  home  was  ever  that  of 
the  Methodist  ministry.  The  sainted 'Winfield  and 
the  Rev.  Andrew  Hunter  were  their  very  dear 
friends,  knowing  them  from  their  earliest  ministry 
in  this  State.  Her  life  was  a devotion  to  her  hus- 
band and  children,  especially  the  latter;  since  her 
husband's  death,  which  occurred  in  December, 
1808,  at  Smith's  Mill,  Milam  County,  Tex.,  whilst 
on  a visit  to  his  daughter,  and  where  he  now  sleeps, 
awaiting  the  call  of  the  Master.  Her  last  days 
were  accompanied  with  much  pain  and  suffering, 
but  she  bore  all  with  gentle  patience,  lived  out  her 
days,  and  God  took  her;  her  life  passing  out  as 
sweet  and  soft  as  the  last  strain  of  the  JEolian 
harp.  Isabella  J.  Cornish,  wife  of  Henry  High 
tower,  moved  to  Texas,  settled  in  Milam  County, 
and  there  her  husband  died.  She  now  resides 
with  her  sister  and  brother  in-law,  at  Bremond. 
Tex.  Wesley  W7.,  who  gave  the  facts  for  the 
above-mentioned  sketch,  was  born  in  Union  Conn 
ty,  was  reared  principally  in  El  Dorado,  and  at 
tended  the  schools  of  that  town  until  eighteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  engaged  as  clerk  in  the 
store  of  his  father,  and  has  tilled  that  position  in 
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most  of  the  stores  of  the  town.  During  the  late 
war  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  First  Arkansas 
Regiment  Infantry,  A.  S.  Morgan,  captain,  and 
was  in  the  battle  of  Manassas,  Shiloh,  was  with 
Gen.  Bragg  in  Kentucky,  and  all  through  the  en- 
gagements of  the  campaign.  He  was  at  Murfrees- 
boro, Missionary  Ridge,  then  was  taken  prisoner 
and  retained  at  Rock  Island  for  fifteen  months. 
When  the  general  exchange  was  effected  it  was 
near  the  close  of  the  war.  After  this  he  engaged 
in  farming,  and  this  has  been  his  principal  occu- 
pation since.  In  1879  he  removed  to  Franklin 
County,  and  served  as  assistant  agent  at  Ozark 
Station  for  three  years.  In  1SS7  he  came  back  to 
FI  Dorado  and  has  been  engaged  as  clerk  and  book- 
keeper  since.  He  is  a member  of  the  Iv.  of  H. 
He  was  married,  November  19,  1868,  to  Miss 
Mattie  Chew,  a daughter  of  William  P.  Chew,  and 
one  child  is  the  result  of  this  union,  W inton  C., 
whose  birth  occurred  in  1870.  This  young  man 
has  been  engaged  as  traveling  salesman  for  two 
years,  and  is  now  with  Carter  Bros.  & Co.,  of 
Louisville,  Ivy.,  and  is  the  youngest  drummer  in 
the  State.  Wesley  W.  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  The  youngest  member  of  the  above- 
mentioned  family,  Andrew  J.  Cornish,  is  now  re- 
siding in  this  county  and  is  engaged  in  farming. 
He  was  too  young  to  enlist  in  the  army  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  but  went  of  his  own  volition 
to  the  Virginia  army  and  was  present  in  the  en- 
gagements at  Williamsburg,  Seven  Pines,  Sharps- 
burg,  after  which  he  was  sent  home,  being  under 
age,  Serving  thereafter  in  the  cavalry  service  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Lemuel  T.  Darden,  planter,  Lisbon,  Ark.  Mr. 
Darden  is  another  of  the  many  representive  citi- 
zens of  the  county,  who  owe  their  nativity  to  Ala- 
bama, his  birth  occurring  February  13,  1836,  and 
is  a man  of  superior  intelligence  and  ability.  He 
emigrated  with  liis  parents  from  Alabama  to  Ar- 
kansas, in  1841,  and  his  educational  facilities  were 
more  than  usually  favorable.  After  the  death  of 
his  father  he  commenced  farming  on  the  old  place 
and  assumed  the  charge  of  his  brothers  and  sisters. 
October  15,  1866,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Cynthia 
Smith,  a native  also  of  Alabama,  who  bore  him 
eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Thomas  T.,  Andrew,  Lee,  Ellen,  Cynthia,  Mida, 
Xeak.  and  Eliza  (deceased).  Mrs.  Darden  died  No- 
vember 11,  1885,  and  in  1888  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Margaret  Hill,  and  they  have  two  children: 
Zula  and  one  unnamed  Mr.  Darden  has  an  ex- 
cellent farm  of  860  acres,  and  has  250  acres  under 
cultivation.  Careful  and  painstaking  in  the  culti- 
vation of  his  land,  and  thorough  in  everythin'-*1  con- 


nected with  its  management,  it  is,  perhaps,  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  he  is  meeting  with  such  good 
success.  During  the  late  war  his  sympathies  were 
with  the  South,  and  in  1862  lie  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army,  Company  F,  Third  Arkansas, 
and  served  as  a private  under  Gen.  Churchill.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Corinth  and  Vicksburg.  After 
cessation  of  hostilities  he  returned  to  his  family 
and  farm.  Mrs.  Darden  is  a worthy  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Darden’s  parents,  George 
W.  and  Margaret  A.  (Dtuett)  Darden,  were  both 
natives  of  Alabama,  and  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  our  subject  being  second  in  order  of  birth. 
They  were  named  as  follows:  Rebecca  (deceased), 
Reuben,  William,  Sarah  A.,  Elmira,  Virginia, 
Margaret  A.  and  Bert.  Two  other  children  died 
in  infancy.  The  father  was  a farmer,  and  tilled  the 
soil  in  Alabama  until  1841,  when  he  came  to  Arkan- 
sas. He  was  a Mason  and  a member  of  Mount 
Marion  Lodge  No.  IS.  He  and  wife  belonged  to 
the  Baptist  Church. 

Dr.  Peter  Davis,  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
and  a prominent  planter  of  Union  County,  owes 
his  nativity  to  Georgia,  where  his  birth  occurred 
January  14,  1815.  His  parents,  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Murphey)  Davis,  were  natives  of  Georgia, 
aud  were  married  when  quite  young.  Eight 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  those  living  at 
present  are  named  as  follows:  Lydia  (mar- 

ried James  Daniel),  James  (married  Mary  Perry), 
Charles  (married  Evaline  McKinsey),  Drucilla 
(married  J.'C.  Dumas),  and  Martha  (married  Elias 
Watters).  The  father  owned  a very  large  farm  in 
Alabama,  and  tilled  the  soil  until  1840,  when  he 
emigrated  to  Arkansas,  and  located  in  Union  County, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death.  In  1856  he 
started  on  a trip  to  New  Orleans,  and  died  on  ship- 
board. Dr.  Peter  Davis  was  educated  in  Georgia, 
and  all  he  has  accumulated  is  the  work  of  his  own 
hands.  He  has  been  practicing  successfully  for 
thirty  years,  and  in  connection  has  also  carried  on 
farming.  He  was  married  October  3,  1839,  to 
Miss  Eliza  E.  Harris,  a native  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  daughter  of  Randle  and  Nancy  Harris.  To 
this  union  were  born  seven  children:  Randle  (de- 
ceased), John  (residing  at  the  present  time  in  this 
county),  Elizabeth.  Drucilla,  Dora,  Isabella  (de- 
ceased), and  Morgan  (deceased).  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  1873,  and  July  3,  1888,  Mr. 
Davis  married  Mrs.  Daniel.  He  is  the  owner  of  400 
acres  of  good  land,  thirty  of  which  are  under  culti- 
vation, and  is  a man  who  takes  an  active  part  in 
matters  of  importance.  He  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church. 
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T.  M.  Davis,  postmaster  and  farmer.  Blanchard 
Springs,  Ark.  Mr.  Davis  was  born  in  Union 
County,  Ark  , in  1845,  and  was  the  second  of 
twelve  children  born  to  B.  M.  P.  and  Amy 
(Graves)  Davis,  both  natives  of  Alabama.  The 
father  was  a successful  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  in 
1839,  when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
came  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Union  County,  near 
Champagnolle,  where  he  engaged  in  cultivating 
the  soil,  and  was  there  married.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  substantial  farmers,  opened  up  a large 
farm,  and  though  not  an  educated  man.  was  a 
great  reader,  and  became  well  posted  on  most  all 
subjects,  particularly  politics,  in  which  he  was  a 
Whig.  He  died  in  March,  1869,  and  the  mother 
in  1883.  T.  M.  Davis  passed  his  youth  on  the 
farm  and  received  an  ordinary  education  in  the 
common  schools.  In  the  spring  of  1863  he  enlisted 
in  Maj.  Bird’s  battalion  of  couriers,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  duties  of  that  position  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  then  began  farming  for 
himself.  In  May,  1860,  he  married  Miss  Laura 
J.  Medlock,  a native  of  this  county,  and  afterward 
moved  to  Calhoun  County,  where  lie  resided  three 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Union  County,  settled 
near  Champagnolle,  and  there  resided  until  1876, 
when  lie  moved  to  Caledonia  and  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising for  four  years.  During  his  residence 
at  Caledonia  he  saw  the  valuable  properties  of  the 
mineral  springs  in  that  vicinity,  and  began  agitat- 
ing the  advantage  of  building  a town  here.  In 
July,  1881,  he  bought  a load  of  lumber,  began  the 
erection  of  the  first  house  and  gave  his  settlement 
the  name  of  Blanchard  Springs.  The  town  began 
to  build  up  immediately,  and  before  Mr.  Davis’ 
house  was  completed  about  forty  other  houses  were 
erected.  Mr.  Davis  opened  his  house  as  the 
Blanchard  Hotel,  aud  carried  this  on  very  success- 
fully until  1889.  He  was  postmaster  at  Caledonia, 
and  on  his  removal  to  this  town  the  office  was 
changed  to  this  point.  He  was  the  first  postmaster, 
and  has  tilled  that  position  ever  since.  In  1883  he 
was  elected  mayor,  served  for  one  year,  and  has 
served  two  terms  since.  In  18S5  he  bought  his 
present  farm  of  100  acres,  fifty  acres  under  culti- 
vation. and  has  a tine  tract  of  land.  To  Mr  and 
Mrs.  Davis  were  born  seven  children,  three  now 
living:  B.  M.  P.  (resides  in  Texas  and  is  a clerk). 
Josie  Ruth  and  Amos  Duval.  Aurenitis  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years:  Minnie  died  when  four  years 
of  age:  Joseph  L.  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years, 
and  one  died  unnamed.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  in  March,  1880,  and  Mr.  Davis  was 
married,  the  second  time,  to  Mrs.  Rachel  A.  Seale, 
a native  of  Alabama.  Mr.  Davis  is  a great  school 


worker,  and  has  served  as  director  for  eleven  years. 
He  is  also  active  in  politics,  was  justice  of  this 
; township  for  four  years,  and  is  at  present  presi 
: dent  of  the  Blanchard  Agricultural  Wheel  No. 
1436.  He  is  a pleasant  gentleman,  a representa- 
tive citizen,  and  one  of  the  best  farmers  of  the 
; comity. 

Harrison  L.  Bearing,  Within  the  limits  of 
Union  County,  Ark.,  there  is  no  man  possessing 
more  energetic  habits  or  greater  personal  popu- 
! laritv  than  Mr.  Dearing,  and  he  is  recognized  by 
all  as  one  of  the  progressive  spirits  of  this  section. 
He  was  born  in  Lynchburg,  Ya. , on  June  S,  1827, 
j being  the  third  child  of  Joel  and  Charity  (Bennett) 
i Dearing,  who  were  also  born  in  that  State  and  there 
i resided  until  their  deaths,  the  former's  occurring 
! in  1863  at' the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  the 
mother’s  the  same  year  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years.  Harrison  L.  had  five  sisters  and  four 
5 brothers,  only  one  of  whom  is  living.  Catherine, 

| wife  of  George  Morgan,  a resident  of  Georgetown, 
j Mo.  Mr.  Dearing  was  reared  on  Virginia  soil,  and 
prior  to  his  sixteenth  year  was  an  attendant  of  the 
| common  schools,  after  which  he  entered  the  college 
1 at.  Athens,  Ga.,  which  he  attended  for  twelve 
months.  In  1847  he  came  to  Union  County,  Ark., 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  and  although 
| the  occupation  of  farming  has  received  the  greater 
part  of  his  attention,  he  spent  some  time  in  work- 
ing at  the  carpenter's  trade  after  reaching  this 
State.  In  connection  with  his  farming  operations 
he  followed  mercantile  pursuits,  but  at  the  expira- 
tion of  five  years  he  discontinued  the  latter  calling, 
and  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to 
farming  alone.  His  estate  comprises  540  acres,  of 
which  140  acres  are  under  cultivation  and  yields 
an  average  crop.  He  has  been  married  twice,  first 
in  1851  to  Mrs.  Sarah  W.  (Jones)  Gorman,  and  by 
her  he  became  the  father  of  five  children:  Sarah 

C.,  William  P.,  Annie,  Harrison  L . and  one  that 
died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  these  children 
was  called  to  her  long  home  in  1879,  and  in  1881 
Mr.  Dealing  wedded  his  present  wife.  Miss  Annie 
Gorman,  a daughter  of  Michael  Gorman  of  Ala- 
bama. To  them  four  daughters  have  been  born: 
Laura  (who  died  in  1884).  Daisy  D.,  Minnie  and 
Bessie.  Mr.  Dearing  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army  at  the  opening  of  the  Rebellion,  joining  Com- 
pany I,  Third  Arkansas  Regiment,  but  from  this 
was  honorably  discharged  in  the  early  part  of 
1862.  The  same  year  he  re-enlisted  in  the  army, 
this  time  as  adjutant  in  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas, 
and  a few  months  later  -was  put  on  the  secret 
service,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  in  no  important  battle  except 
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Sbilob,  but  was  in  numerous  skirmishes,  and  after 
the  close  of  the  war  be  returned  borne,  turning  bis 
sword  into  a plowshare,  and  has  Once  devoted  his 
attention  to  this  work.  In  187)4  be  was  elected  to 
the  position  of  magistrate,  but  after  serving  four- 
years  be  resigned  the  position,  declining  re-elec- 
tion. He  has  always  been  an  active  Democrat  in 
politics,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in  Union 
County,  having  joined  in  1847  the  Mount  Carmel 
Lodge,  located  at  Wilmington,  Ark.  At  present  be 
is  a member  of  Folk  Lodge  No.  2(3,  at  Hillsboro. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Farmers’  Union,  which  be 
joined  in  1887,  and  is  well-known  throughout  the 
county  as  a liberal  supporter  of  worthy  public  en- 
terprises. He  and  his  wife  own  3,200  acres  of 
land  in  different  parts  of  Texas,  only  a small 
amount  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 

Edwin  L.  Dews,  planter,  Mount  Holly,  Ark. 
It  fell  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Dews  to  grow  up  with  a 
farm  experience,  and  from  the  very  first  be  has 
closely  and  energetically  applied  himself  to  the 
obtaining  of  a thorough  knowledge  of  agriculture, 
which,  it  is  almost  needless  to  say,  he  has  success- 
fully acquired,  as  the  surroundings  of  his  place 
plainly  indicate.  He  wras  born  in  Arkansas,  July 
28,  1843,  and  his  parents,  Hesekiah  and  Ann  A. 
(Smith)  Dews,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Arkansas, 
and  born  in  1806  and  1826,  respectively.  To  the 
marriage  of  the  parents,  which  occurred  in  1838, 

; were  born  eight  children.  The  father  had  always 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  this  he  carried 
on  successfully  in  Alabama  until  183(3,  -when  he 
emigrated  to  Arkansas,  settling  on  a farm  in 
Ouachita  County.  He  was  public  spirited  and 
served  for  several  years  as  sheriff  of  Ouachita 
County.  His  death  occurred  in  July,  1874.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  and  resides  on  the  old  home 
place  with  the  two  youngest  children.  She  is  a 
member  of  Presbyterian  Church,  as  was  also  her 
husband.  Edwin  L.  Dews  received  a good  prac- 
tical education  at  Mount  Holly,  Union  County, 
and  carried  on  farming  until  the  late  unpleasant- 
ness between  the  North  and  South,  when  he  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  army,  Company  A,  First 
Arkansas,  aud  was  in  the  following  engagements: 
Corinth,  Iuka  Springs,  Vicksburg,  and  was  capt- 
ured at  the  last-named  battle.  He  was  taken  to 
Washington  and  later  to  Marshall,  Tex.,  where  he 
surrendered.  In  1365  he  returned  home,  began 
farming,  and  on  April  21,  1868,  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  McRae,  a native  of  Arkansas,  and  the 
daughter  of  C.  L.  and  Lydia  A.  McRae.  Three 
children  are  the  result  of  this  union.  The  family 
is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 

R.  J.  Fairchild,  planter,  Lisbon.  Ark.  Mr. 


Fairchild  has  passed  the  allotted  age  of  three- 
score years  and  ten,  but  were  one  to  judge  by 
personal  appearance  and  alertness  of  manner,  w-e 
should  consider  him  far  younger  than  the  majority 
of  men  of  middle  age,  for  he  is  well  preserved  and 
of  bright  intellect.  His  birth  occurred  in  Georgia 
on  November  9,  1818,  and  he  was  the  son  of  John 
A.  and  Margaret  M.  (Brown)  Fairchild,  the  father 
a native  of  Georgia,  and  the  mother  of  North 
Carolina.  They  were  born  in  1790  and  1796,  re-  j 
spectively,  and  were  married  in  1817,  and  to  them 
were  born  seven  children:  Mary  Ann  (wife  of 

James  W.  Kirkpatrick),  William  L.  (deceased), 
Joseph  B.  (who  married  Mary  Williams),  Harriet 
C.  (wife  of  Samuel  Herd),  John  A.  (deceased), 
and  Elizabeth  M.  (who  married  Dr.  Dupree). 
The  father  had  always  followed  the  occupation 
of  a farmer,  and  held  the  position  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  one  term  (two  years).  He  served  in 
the  Indian  wars,  and  died  in  1866,  and  his  wife  in 
1865.  Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

R.  J.  Fairchild  was  educated  in  the  Raymond 
Academy,  Miss.,  aud  in  1 S4 1 he  emigrated  to  Ar- 
kansas, settling  in  Union  County,  where  he  opened 
up  a small  farm.  In  1855  he  moved  from  there  to 
the  Golden  State,  and  remained  there  for  four 
years,  engaged  in  mining.  He  opened  a mine  in 
Nevada  County,  and  in  1859  emigrated  back  to 
Arkansas.  Here  he  has  remained  ever  since,  and 
is  classed  among  the  pioneers  of  Union  County. 

Dr.  William  H.  Goodwin,  physician  and  drug- 
gist, El  Dorado,  Ark.  It  is  to  the  skill  and  science 
of  the  druggist  that  suffering  humanity  looks  for 
alleviation  of  pain.  The  physician  may  success- 
fully diagnose,  but  it  is  the  chemist  who  prepares  j 
the  remedy.  When,  therefore,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  the  two  professions,  namely,  that  of 
the  physician,  as  well  as  that  of  the  druggist, 
are  combined,  how  doubly  important  becomes  the 
establishment  conducted  by  Dr.  William  II.  Good- 
win. This  gentleman  was  born  in  Talbot  County. 
Ga.,  in  1344,  and  was  the  youngest  of  twelve 
children  born  to  James  C.  and  Nancy  (Florn) 
Goodwin,  the  father  a native  of  Georgia,  and  the 
mother  of  Florida.  The  father  followed  agricult- 
ural pursuits  all  his  life,  and,  in  1845,  emigrated 
to  Arkansas  and  settled  in  Union  County,  seven 
miles  west  of  El  Dorado.  He  bought  a farm  of 
considerable  size,  cleared  it,  and  made  a good 
home.  He  was  a rigid  Methodist,  and  was  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  church.  He  died  in  184), 
and  the  mother  in  1864.  Dr.  William  H.  Good- 
win received  his  primary'  education  in  the  common 
schools,,  aud  in  1861  supplemented  the  same  by  eu- 
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tering  the  McKenzie  College,  in  Clarksville,  Tex., 
where  he  remained  nearly  two  years.  He  then  left 
the  school,  and  entered  the  Confederate  army,  in 
| Company  A,  Gould’s  regiment  of  cavalry,  and 
served  in  Texas  one  year,  part  of  the  time  as  as- 
sistant commissary.  In  1864  he  secured  the  ap- 
pointment of  assistant  provost-marshal  at  El  Do- 
rado, Ark.,  and  at  once  came  to  this  place,  where 
he  assumed  the  duties  of  that  office.  His  office 
was  in  the  same  building  in  which  he  is  conducting 
business  at  the  present  time.  In  1866  he  com- 
menced to  read  medicine  with  Samuel  Turner,  one 
of  the  prominent  physicians  of  that  time,  and  in 
i 1866-67  he  took  a course  of  lectures  at  the  New  ! 
Orleans  School  of  Medicine.  He  then  returned 
home,  practiced  until  the  fall  of  1869,  and  then 
entered  the  New  Orleans  University,  where  he 
graduated  in  1870.  He  immediately  returned,  lo- 
cated near  El  Dorado,  and  resumed  his  practice,  ; 
residing  there  until  1878,  when  he  came  to  El  Do- 
rado. In  1S79  he  formed  a partnership  with  T.  C. 
Chew  in  a drug  store,  and  was  the  only  druggist 
in  the  place  for  some  time,  and  as  a consequence 
had  an  unusually  large  trade.  In  1S87  they 
started  a dry  goods  store,  which  they  conducted 
until  1890,  when  the  hrm  was  divided,  and  Mr. 
Goodwin  remained  in  the  old  ‘‘Marble  Hall,”  a 
large  store  room,  25x100  feet.  He  has  a tine 
stock  of  goods,  and  is  doing  well.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1882  to  Miss  Lena  C.  Chandler,  a native 
of  this  town  and  State,  and  the  daughter  of  'Will- 
iam Chandler,  who  came  to  Arkansas  at  an  early  \ 
day,  and  settled  in  Union  County,  where  he  be 
came  a prominent  and  highly  respected  citizen. 
To  the  marriage  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Goodwin  have 
been  born  three  children:  Eva  Verna.  Roy  and 

William  Lynn.  The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  El  Dorado  Lodge  No.  13.  and 
is  also  a Iv.  of  H.  He  is  a member  of  the  Meth  j 
odist  Protestant  Church.  He  owns  two  good  farms 
six  miles  north  and  three  miles  east  of  the  town, 
800  acres  in  all,  and  all  but  the  seventy-five  acres 
under  cultivation  is  covered  with  timber.  He  still 
has  a good  practice,  and  is  a progressive  man. 

Young  Francis  Goodwin,  sheriff.  El  Dorado, 
Ark.  Mr.  Goodwin,  the  popular  sheriff  of  this 
county,  was  born  here  in  18-18,  and  the  confidence 
which  the  people  have  in  him  is  therefore  i n tel  1 i 
gently  placed,  for  they  have  known  him  ail  his  life 
and  have  had  every  opportunity  to  judge  of  his 
character  and  qualifications.  His  father,  Robert 
Goodwin,  comes  of  an  old  and  honored  farnilv,  and 
his  sketch  is  given  elsewhere. 

Hugh  W.  Goodwin,  farmer,  El  Dorado,  Ark. 

A native  born  resident  of  the  countv,  his  birth  oc 


curring  in  1851.  Mr.  Goodwin  is  now  classed 
among  the  prominent  sons  of  toil  in  the  county. 
He  was  the  eldest  of  four  sons  born  to  Peter  D. 
and  Malinda  L.  (Brown)  Goodwin,  the  father  a 
native  of  the  Old  Dominion  and  the  mother  of 
South  Carolina.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Rob- 
ert Goodwin,  was  a farmer  in  Virginia,  but  left 
that  State  and  moved  to  Alabama  at  an  early  day. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneers,  and  was  killed  by  a 
negro  slave.  The  maternal  grandfather,  'Warren 
Brown,  was  also  a native  of  Virginia,  and  removed 
to  South  Carolina  where  he  was  among  the  early 
settlers.  He  was  an  extensive  planter,  was  mar- 
ried there,  and  became  the  father  of  twenty-four 
children.  Later  he  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  land- 
ing at  Champagnolle  on  January  5,  1841.  At  the 
time  of  locating  here  all  was  wild  and  unsettled, 
and  he  blazed  a road  and  penetrated  about  twelve 
miles  into  the  interior.  He  located  near  where  El 
Dorado  was  later  founded  and  here  died.  Peter 
D.  Goodwin,  father  of  our  subject,  remained  in 
Alabama  until  1841,  and  then  came  to  Arkansas, 
where  he  remained  one  year  in  Union  County.  He 
then  went  back  to  Alabama,  but  in  the  latter  part 
of  1843  returned  to  Arkansas  and  made  a perma- 
nent settlement  at  El  Dorado.  He  was  a me- 
chanic and  erected  the  first  house  in  El  Dorado. 
He  bought  town  lots,  on  which  he  erected  houses, 
and  later  sold  them,  and  also  erected  many  houses 
for  other  people.  Pie  opened  up  quite  an  exten- 
sive farm  near  El  Dorado,  but  sold  this  in  1849. 
and  removed  to  Jackson  Township,  where  he 
bought  about  600  acres.  On  this  he  made  many 
improvements,  and  although  he  started  in  life  with 
limited  means,  he  became  quite  wealthy,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1881,  he  was 
one  of  the  representative  and  substantial  men  of  the 
county.  The  mother  died  in  18/6.  Plugh  V. 
Goodwin  was  reared  on  the  farm,  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  when  twenty - 
one  years  of  age  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  for 
himself.  In  1875  he  bought  his  present  property, 
consisting  of  240  acres,  forty  acres  of  which  he 
has  cleared,  and  the  timber  on  the  same  is  good. 
He  has  made  many  and  vast  improvements,  and 
the  buildings  of  all  kinds  on  his  farm  are  comfort- 
able and  commodious.  When  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  before  starting-  out  for  himself  as  a farm- 
er,  he  clerked  for  about  four  years  in  the  stores  of 
El  Dorado.  He  was  deputy  sheriff  for  two  years 
under  Sheriff  Norris,  and  filled  that  position  ably 
and  well.  He  has  always  advocated 'the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  a public-spirited 
citizen.  His  marriage  occurred  in  1X74  to  Miss 
Ida  Langford,  a daughter  of  Judge  William  C. 
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Langford  [see  sketch  |.  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
were  six  children:  Walter,  Rose  Garland.  Marika, 
James  Alvin,  Julia  and  Jarvis.  These  children 
are  all  living  and  enjoy  good  health.  Mr.  Good- 
win is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  and  the 
K.  of  P.  The  family  belong  to  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Xotlet  T.  Goodwin,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  El 
Dorado,  Ark.  The  name  that  heads  this  sketch  is 
borne  by  a man  who,  though  comparatively  young 
in  years,  is  yet  prominently  identified  with  the 
farming  and  stock-raising  interests  of  the  county. 
He  is  a native-born  resident  of  the  county,  his  birth 
occurring  in  1851,  and  was  the  third  of  nine  chil- 
dren born  to  Robert  and  Nancy  (Foster)  Goodwin 
[see  sketch  of  father).  In  his  youthful  days  our 
subject  became  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  farm 
on  one  of  the  finest  tracts  of  land  in  the  county, 
and  when  not  occupied  in  tilling  the  soil  was  at- 
tending the  private  schools  of  the  county,  where  he 
received  a thorough  education.  When  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  for 
himself,  on  a farm  given  him  by  his  father,  and 
after  two  years  he  bought  his  present  farm,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ouachita  River.  He  has  2. 200  acres 
of  land,  and  has  150  acres  under  cultivation,  but 
his  practical  occupation  has  been  stock-raising. 
He  keeps  a good  breed  of  stock,  and  in  the  man- 
agement of  everything  connected  with  his  farm  he 
displays  good  practical  judgment  and  thorough- 
ness. He  has  about  100  head  of  cattle,  and  about 
150  head  of  hogs.  The  whole  tract  is  covered  with 
the  best  timber,  and  will  be  very  valuable  when  it 
can  be  placed  on  the  market.  Mr.  Goodwin  has 
good  improvements  on  his  place,  has  erected  a tine 
residence,  and  his  outbuildings  are  among  the  best. 
He  has  been  married  twice— first,  in  1S73,  to  Miss 
Davis,  a native  of  this  county,  and  a daughter  of 
Dr.  Peter  Davis,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers. 
Airs.  Goodwin  died  in  1884,  and  left  one  child, 
Bobbin.  Mr.  Goodwin's  second  marriage  occurred 
in  October.  1885,  to  Miss  Edie  Smith,  a daughter 
of  Joel  Smith,  who  was  also  a pioneer  of  this 
county.  This  second  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  three  children:  Joel  Francis  Conrad  (died  at 

the  age  of  three  and  a half  years.  November  23, 
1SSD>;  Mary  L.  ■na  and  Nancy  Ellana  (twins,  born 
February  20,  188b).  Mr.  Goodwin  is  one  of  Union 
County’s  most  enterprising  amp  substantial  citi- 
zens. 

Walter  P.  Goodwin,  a prominent  young  at- 
torney of  the  firm  of  Langford  A Goodwin,  was 
born  in  this  county  in  1801,  and  was  the  seventh 
of  nine  children,  all  sons,  born  to  Robert  and 
Nancy  T.  ( Foster)  Goodwin,  natives,  respectively. 


of  Georgia  and  Alabama.  Robert  Goodwin  was 
born  on  November  27,  1812,  but  when  a small  boy 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Bibb  County.  Ala., 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  January,  1840. 
when  he  removed  to  Union  County.  Ark.  His 
father  was  a farmer  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Alabama,  in  which  State  Robert  became  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  duties  of  the  farm.  Among 
the  bold  and  venturesome  pioneers  who  came  as 
the  forerunners  of  the  light  and  refinement  that 
were  soon  to  follow  from  the  East,  Robert  Good 
win  was  ever  a leading  spirit.  Full  of  nerve  ami 
pluck,  dashing  in  enterprise,  and  active  in  business 
pursuits,  he  was  very  successful,  and  amassed  a 
large  fortune.  His  residence,  erected  on  the  Cam- 
den road  live  miles  north  of  El  Dorado,  is  one  of 
the  largest  and  finest  country  homes  in  Union 
County.  Robert  Goodwin  was  a man  of  strong 
intellect  and  large  heart,  and  was  constantly  doing 
acts  of  kindness  and  charity.  He  stood  high  in 
the  esteem  of  the  neighborhood,  and  was  exceed 
inglv  popular  with  the  people  of  the  county,  the 
same  being  evidenced  by  his  being  elected  to  rep- 
resent the  people  of  Union  County  in  the  follow- 
ing instances:  In  18(50  he  was  a member  of  the 
Secession  Convention  held  at  Little  Rock,  and  in 
1874,  he  was  elected  a delegate  to  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention.  Two  years  later  he  was  a 
delegate  from  Arkansas  to  the  National  Democratic 
Convention  which  met  at  St.  Louis,  and  nominated 
Tildenand  Hendricks.  When  he  settled  in  Arkan- 
sas he  homesteaded  a claim,  and  purchased  seven 
other  tracts  on  the  Camden  and  El  Dorado  road, 
live  miles  north  of  the  latter  place.  This  he  at 
once  began  to  improve,  and  in  a few  years  he 
erected  a commodious  and  tasty  residence,  which 
house  is  still  occupied  by  his  widow,  and  shows 
evidence  of  the  taste  and  care  that  surrounded  it 
in  former  days.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 
Mr.  Goodwin  was  rich,  but  that  strife  exhausted 
most  of  his  means  and  left  him  at  its  close,  in  re- 
duced circumstances.  His  commercial  interests 
and  farming  operations  were  very  successful,  and 
at  his  death  he  left  about  18.000  acres  of  land  and 
other  property  to  his  heirs,  and  died  a rich  man. 
all  accumulated  by  his  own  exertions.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Walter  P. 
Goodwin  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  five  miles 
north  of  El  Dorado,  and  this  tine  old  farm  is  still  a 
conspicuous  sight  along  the  road.  \\  alter  attended 
the  common  schools  of  Union  County,  and  in  187b 
entered  the  sub  freshman  class  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity at  Fayetteville.  Ark.,  and  took  a full  course, 
graduating  in  188  1 He  soon  after  engaged  in 
the  publication  of  the  Public  Sentiment  at  El 
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! Dorado  with  John  Langford,  continued  at  this  for 
some  time,  and  during  this  time  was  admitted  to 
the  law  at  New  London,  Union  County,  in  the  fall 
I term  of  1887.  After  spending  some  time  in  travel, 
he  formed  a partnership  with  Judge  Langford  at 
LI  Dorado.  He  is  active  in  politics,  votes  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Cen- 
tral Club  of  the  Young  Men’s  Democratic  Club. 

James  L.  Graham,  planter,  merchant  and  gin- 
ner,  Lisbon,  Ark.  November  15.  1854,  in  Union 
County,  near  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  Graham, 
there  was  born  to  the  union  of  John  S.  and  Martha 
(Hughes)  Graham,  a son.  whom  we  will  now  take 
as  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  James  L.  Graham 
was  reared  in  his  native  county,  educated  in  the 
private  schools  of  the  same,  and  for  several  years 
worked  on  his  father's  farm.  He  then  thought  it 
not  best  for  man  to  Ire  alone,  and  December  23, 
1 STD,  was  married  to  Miss  Lizzie  B.  Morgan,  also 
a native  of  Union  County,  who  was  born  November 
1,  1862.  She  bore  him  three  children:  John  \V., 

Alvin  S.  and  James  M.  Mr.  Graham  is  the  pos- 
sessor of  400  acres  of  land,  and  in  connection  with 
agricultural  pursuits  is  also  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising and  ginning,  his  gin  having  all  thelatest  im- 
provements. He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South.  The  parents 
of  Mr.  Graham  were  natives  of  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  respectively,  the  father  born  in  1810,  and 
the  mother  in  1825.  They  were  married  in  this 
State  in  1S40,  and  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: George  \Y.  (deceased),  Benjamin  F.,  Sarah 
A.  and  Albert  \Y.  Four  of  these  children  are  still 
living,  and  three  are  residents  of  this  county. 
Sarah  A.  resides  in  Florida.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  and  millwright  by  occupation,  and  he  and 
wife  were  members  of  t lie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

John  F.  Gray,  ex  merchant,  and  now  a farmer 
of  Union  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Wetumpka. 
Ala.,  October  15,  1841.  being  the  second  child  born 
to  E.  M.  and  Anna  (Skelton)  Gray,  who  were  na 
lives  of  Alabama,  moving  to  Union  County,  Ark., 
in  1843.  here  spending  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
the  father  dying  in  18/6,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight 
years,  and  the  mother  in  1846,  aged  thirty  vears. 
The  former  was  an  active  Democrat,  and  was  so 
cially  a Mason.  John  F.  Gray  was  reared  in 
Arkansas,  but  received  limited  early  educational 
advantages,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
entered  the  Confederate  army,  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany G,  Third  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  served 
until  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  participating  in 
the  battles  of  Antietam,  Gettysburg,  Wilderness, 
the  seven  days'  fight  around  Richmond,  and  in 


numerous  other  engagements  of  minor  importance. 
He  received  a wound  iu  the  neck  at  Gettysburg, 
was  shot  in  the  left  shoulder  at  the  Wilderness, 
and  received  a slight  wound  in  the  engagements 
around  Richmond.  He  was  captured  in  the  first 
mentioned  engagement,  and  taken  to  Long  Island 
Sound,  where  he  was  kept  for  three  months,  at  the 
end  of  that  time  being  paroled.  He  was  married 
in  .18(51,  to  Miss  Annie  Bull,  a daughter  of  Martin 
and  Martha  (Gray  ) Bull,  native  Alabamaians,  and 
after  his  marriage  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Three  Creeks,  a calling  he  successfully 
followed  for  seven  years.  He  then  took  up  farm- 
ing. and  now  owns  600  acres  of  fine  land,  with 
about  eighty  under  cultivation,  one-half  bale  of 
cotton  and  twenty  bushels  of  corn  being  raised  to 
the  acre.  Of  three  children  born  to  himself  and 
wife,  Yist-a  and  Cleopatra  are  living,  both  of  whom 
are  living  with  and  keeping  house  for  their  father, 
since  the  mother's  death,  December  15,  1887.  at 
the  age  of  forty-four  years.  Mr.  Gray  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  on  that  ticket  was  elected  tax  assessor  of 
Union  County  in  i882,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
for  three  terms  of  two  years  each.  He  has  been  a 
Mason  since  1864,  has  served  as  worthy  master  of 
the  same  for  some  time,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  which  he  joined  in 
1884. 

Logan  Griffin  is  a man  who  has  met  with  more 
than  average  success  in  pursuing  the  calling  of  a 
farmer,  and  in  a great  measure  this  is  owing  to  his 
desire  to  keep  out  of  the  beaten  path,  and  to  his  en- 
ergy and  readiness  to  adopt  new  and  improved  meth- 
ods in  connection  with  his  calling.  He- has  been  a 
resident  of  Union  County,  Ark.,  since  1S44.  and 
his  present  estate,  comprises  about  600  acres  of 
land,  about  160  of  which  are  under  cultivation, 
which  yields  about  one-third  bale  of  cotton  and 
twenty  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  He  has  given 
considerable  attention  to  saw  and  grist  milling, 
and  to  the  operation  of  a cotton-gin  and  from  these 
realized  a paying  protit.  He  was  born  in  Benton 
County,  Ala.,  March  8.  1820,  being  the  second  of 
five  children  born  to  John  and  Elizabeth  (Hilton ) 
Griffin,  the  former  born  in  Tennessee  and  the  lat 
ter  on  Blue- Grass  soil.  They  were  married  in 
the  former  State  in  1815,  but  from  that  time  until 
about  1848  they  were  residents  of  Alabama,  the 
rest  of  their  days  being  spent  in  Union  County, 
Ark.  The  father  w'as  an  active  politician,  a Dem- 
ocrat in  his  political  views,  and  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  aud  bailiff  for  a number  of  years  in  this 
county.  Logan  Griffin  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Alabama,  his  education  being  limited  to  the  com- 
mon schools,  aud  there  at  the  age  of  twenty -one  years 
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lie  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  and  was  : 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Messork  of  Benton  County, 
Ala.,  a daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Wesson,  who 
were  natives  of  Alabama,  and  reared  a large  family 
of  children  in  that  State.  To  Mr.  Griffin’s  union 
a family  of  nine  children  was  born:  Laura  B. , 
Minnie,  Mary  F. , Margaret  E.,  Amanda,  Virginia 
E.,  Logan  M. , and  two  children  who  died  while 
young.  All  the  living  children  are  married,  with 
the  exception  of  Amanda.  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  called  to  her  long  home  in  1874,  and 
in  1877  Mr.  Griffin  took  for  his  second  wife  Mrs. 
Amanda  (Hill)  Ainsworth.  He  was  a soldier  in  ! 
the  War  of  1830,  being  a private,  and  at  the  opem 
ing  of  the  late  Civil  M ar  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  serving  as  a private  from  1S63  until  I 
the  close  of  the  war,  in  Company  I,  Col.  John 
Wright’s  regiment,  participating  in  a number  of  S 
skirmishes.  He  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  ! 
1855,  becoming  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  1840,  and  in  his  political  views  is 
a stanch  Democrat. 

T.  S.  Hanson,  though  still  a comparatively 
young  man.  has  spent  an  active  career  as  an  agri- 
culturist, and  is  recognized  as  a careful,  energetic  : 
farmer  of  Union  County,  who.  In'  his  advanced 
ideas  and  progressive  habits  has  done  much  for 
the  farming  interests  in  this  section.  His  estate  j 
comprises  about  700  acres  of  tine  laud,  and  the  : 
300  acres,  which  he  has  under  cultivation,  is  de- 
voted to  the  raising  of  the  cereals  and  cotton. 
On  this  property  is  a steam  cotton  gin  and  grist- 
mill, which  he  built  at  the  cost  of  §2,000,  and  the  1 
work  which  he  does  for  the  public  brings  him  a 
paying  annual  profit.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Chambers  County,  Ala..  February  20,  1844,  the  i 
ninth  of  ten  children  born  to  George  7Y.  and 
Parthenia  (Turner)  Hanson,  who  were  natives  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  were  married  in  Morgan 
County  and  moved  to  Alabama  about  1832.  where  I 
they  settled  and  resided  for  about  twenty  six 
years,  moving  then  to  Conecuh  County,  Ala., 
in  1857,  and  from  there  to  Sabine  County,  Tex.,  j 
in  1850,  taking  up  their  abode  in  Union  County,  j 
Ark.,  in  December,  1859,  on  the  farm  where  the  ! 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  now  living.  Prior  to  the  j 
late  Civil  War  the  father  was  a Whig  in  his  ; 
political  views,  and  for  eighteen  years  was  magis-  j 
trate  in  Chambers  County,  Ala.  He  died  in  1887,  | 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years,  his 
wife  dying  in  1871.  aged  sixtv-six  years.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  uiuh  r Morgan  T.  S.  Hanson,  upon 
attaining  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  enlisted,  in 
1801,  in  Company  A,  Fifteenth  Arkansas  Regiment. 


T” 


Confederate  army,  and  fought  in  the  battles  of 
Fort  Henry  and  Fort  Donelson,  being  captured 
with  his  compauy  in  the  last-named  engagement. 
He  was  kept  a prisoner  at.  Camp  Butler  for  nine 
months,  after  which  he  was  exchanged  and  his 
company  reorganized.  His  regiment  was  then 
taken  to  Port  Hudson,  and  during  the  siege  of 
that  place  his  company  was  again  captured,  but 
after  being  once  more  paroled  and  exchanged,  it 
was  reorganized  and  transferred  to  the  Third 
Consolidated  Regiment  of  McNair’s  brigade.  A 
part,  of  the  time  Mr.  Hanson  was  in  the  mounted 
infantry,  and  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  was  at 
Marshall,  Tex.  Since  then  he  has.  farmed  with 
the  above  results.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Laura 
Shepherd,  pf  Columbia  County,  Ark.,  took  place 
in  1878,  she  being  a daughter  of  John  P.  and 
Rebecca  Shepherd,  the'  latter  of  whom  died  in 
1880.  at  the  home  of  Mr  Hanson.  To  the  latter 
and  his  wife  five  children  have  been  born:  Anna 

May,  Isadora,  and  John  Meadors  being  the  only 
ones  now  living.  Mr.  Hanson  is  a Democrat,  has 
served  as  magistrate  two  years,  and  is  at  present 
school  director,  having  been  elected  first  in  1876. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

W.  H.  Harris,  merchant,  Blanchard  Springs. 
Ark.  The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch 
is  ranked  among  the  most  popular  and  successful 
business  men  of  the  town,  and  is  a man  who  thor- 
oughly understands  all  the  details  and  operations  of 
his  business.  He  was  born  in  Mississippi  in  1831. 
was  the  third  of  fourteen  children  born  to  Thomas  8. 
and  Matilda  (Henry)  Harris,  and  was  taught  the 
rudiments  and  later  experience  of  farm  labor,  a 
calling  which  his  father  followed  all  his  life.  He 
received  a good  practical  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Mississippi,  and  in  January,  1855,  was 
married  to  Miss  Ellender  Brewer,  a native  of  Ala- 
bama. In  July,  1801,  he  threw  aside  the  imple- 
ments of  peace  and  took  the  weapons  of  warfare, 
enlisting  in  the  Confederate  army.  He  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh.  Murfrees 
boro.  Chickamauga.  and  was  wounded  in  the  latter 
battle,  being  shot  in  the  neck.  M’hile  his  wound 
was  healing  he  went  home,  but  joined  the  army 
again,  the  next  May  and  was  in  the  commissary 
department.  After  the  war  he  re-engaged  in 
farming,  and  in  1808  moved  to  Louisiana,  where  lie 
remained  until  the  year  following,  when  he  took  up 
his  permanent  residence  in  Arkansas,  settling  in 
Lapile  Township,  where  he  bought  a farm  of 
about  400  acres.  That  he  sold  and  moved  to  Blanch- 
ard Springs,  in  1883.  and  here  he  owns  a small 
farm  of  thirty  acres,  on  which  tire  good  buildings 
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etc.,  and  also  owns  three  lots  besides.  'He  owns 
240  acres  in  Lapile  Township,  with  seventy  acres 
under  cultivation,  and  the  balance  covered  with 
good  timber.  In  1884  Mr.  Harris  engaged  in 
merchandising  at  Blanchard  Springs,  and  carries  a 
full  line  of  general  merchandise.  He  owns  his 
store  house,  carries  a stock  of  goods  valued  at 
about  81.000.  and  is  a wide-awake,  thorough- 
going man  of  business.  He  takes  an  interest  in 
all  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  county, 
and  has  held  a number  of  town  offices  To  his 
marriage  were  born  ten  children:  Mary  (wife  of 

John  Dean,  resides  in  Louisiana),  Martha  (wife  of 
J.  Gathright.  and  resides  in  this  county),  Albert 
(married  and  resides  in  this  county),  Henry  (married 
and  resides  in  town),  Josephine  (wife  of  William 
Williams,  resides  in  Louisiana),  Sydney  (resides  in 
Mount  Lebanon,  La. ),  Alsie  (resides  near  Blanch- 
ard Springs,  and  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Cullin  I,  Hen 
rietta,  Porter,  and  one  died  unnamed.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  Mr.  Harris  is  a deacon  in  the  same.  He  is  one 
of  the  active  citizens  of  the  place.  The  parents  of 
Mr.  Harris  were  natives  respectively  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee.  The  father  emigrated  with  his 
parents  first  to  Tennessee,  then  to  Alabama,  and 
later  in  life  bo  went  to  Mississippi.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Alabama,  engaged  in  farming,  and  died  in 
1873.  The  mother  died  in  1889. 

Rev.  Jesse  M.  Hart,  a Missionary  Baptist 
preacher  and  farmer  of  El  Dorado,  owes  his  na- 
tivity to  Chambers  County,  Ala.,  where  his  birth 
occurred  on  June  22,  1838,  and  was  the  fifth 
in  a family  of  eight  children  born  to  John  and 
Eliza  (Johns)  Hart,  both  natives  of  South  Carolina. 
The  father  died  in  1845,  and  the  mother  in  1873. 
Rev.  Jesse  M.  Hart  had  early  instilled  in  his 
youthful  mind  all  the  details  of  farm  life,  and  at- 
tended the  common  schools  during  boyhood.  In 
1858  he  came  to  Louisiana,  settled  on  the  Arkan- 
sas line,  and  in  1S60  was  licensed  to  preach.  Dur- 
ing the  year  lSf>l  he  spent  his  time  in  Mount 
Lebanon  University.  Louisiana,  and  on  January  25 
of  the  following  year  he  was  ordained.  From  that 
time  up  to  ISi  1 he  devoted  his  time  in  ministering 
to  the  spiritual  wants  of  his  fellow- man,  and  was 
preaching  in  both  Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  part  of 
the  charge  being  in  both  States.  In  1871  he  re- 
moved permanently  to  El  Dorado,  where  lie  was 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  until  December.  1 885, 
preaching  for  the  church  one-half  of  his  time  and 
spending  the  alternate  Sunday  with  churches  in 
the  surrounding  country.  When  he  came  to  El 
Dorado  he  purchased  a good  farm  of  100  acres  one 
mile  west  of  town,  and  sixty  acres  of  this  are  un- 


der cultivation.  He  made  many  improvements, 
planted  an  orchard,  repaired  and  remodeled  his 
house  and  has  a most  comfortable  and  tasty  home. 
In  1885  he  removed  to  Morrilton,  Conway  County. 
Ark.,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  Baptist  Church 
for  three  years.  After  this  he  preached  at  Rus- 
sellville, Ark.,  one-half  of  the  time  for  one  year 
and  spent  the  alternate  weeks  traveling  and 
preaching  both  for  pleasure  and  partly  in  the  in- 
terest of  Ouachita  College  at  Arkadelphia.  In 
November,  1885,  be  was  appointed  by  the  State 
convention  one  of  Id fteen  trustees  to  locate  a site 
and  arrange  for  the  founding  of  a college  for  the 
Baptist  denomination,  and  at  the  meeting  of  the 
board  of  trustees  he  was  elected  president,  to 
which  position  he  has  been  elected  annually  ever 
since.  In  November,  18S9,  he  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  El  Dorado,  and  now  has  his  charge  at 
Hillsboro  and  Blanchard  Springs,  and  once  a 
month  goes  to  Summetiield.  La.  Mr.  Hart  was 
married  on  March  9,  1803,  to  Miss  Margaret  M. 
Clements,  a native  ot'  Mississippi  and  the  daughter 
of  Francis  Clements,  who  was  an  early  settler  of 
Louisiana  from  Mississippi,  and  who  died  in  the 
former  State  in  1863.  Mrs.  Clements  died  in  1842. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart  were  born  three  children, 
all  living:  John  Marion  (at  Weatherford,  Tex  ), 

Ida  W.  (wife  of  W.A.  Freear,  a merchant  of  Jack- 
son,  Tenn.),  and  Thomas  C.  (at  home  on  the 
farm).  In  1878  and  1879  Mr.  Hart  was  president 
of  the  Arkansas  Baptist  State  Convention, at  Monti- 
cello  and  Hope,  and  in  the  fall  of  1889,  at  the  or- 
ganization' of  the  Baptist  State  Simday-school 
Convention  at  Little  Rock,  he  was  elected  presi 
dent.  In  1 888  he  was  invited  to  deliver  the  sermon 
on  education  at  the  commencement  of  the  Mount 
Lebanon  University  in  Louisiana,  and  at  that  time, 
by  the  recommendation  of  the  faculty,  the  board 
conferred  the  degree  of  D.D.  upon  him. 

William  X.  Hayes,  farmer,  El  Dorado,  Ark. 
Mr.  Hayes  owes  his  nativity  to  Georgia,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  1835,  and  is  now  following  a 
calling  that  has  for  ages  received  the  best  efforts 
of  many  worthy  men.  and  one  that  always  fur- 
nishes sustenance  to  the  ready  worker.  The  par- 
ents of  Mr.  Hayes,  Charles  L and  Mary  ( Keating) 
Hayes,  were  natives,  respectively,  of  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina.  Charles  L.  Haves  was  reared  by 
a widowed  mother  and  his  father,  who  was  an 
Englishman,  died  when  Charles  was  but  a child. 
The  latter  was  one  of  five  children,  and  dining  his 
younger  years  worked  on  a farm.  About  1830  he 
began  preaching  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  was  an  elder  and  became  very 
popular.  He  was  a self-made  man.  His  death 
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occurred  in  Alabama,  in  187!,  and  the  mother  died 
in  18S9.  William  N.  Haves  passed  his  boyhood 
in  cultivating  the  soil,  and  received  a very  limited 
education  in  the  common  schools.  However,  he 
applied  himself  closely  to  his  books,  and  by  self- 
study  received  a fair  education.  At  the  age  of 
j twenty  years  he  began  farming  for  himself  in  Ala- 
bama, and  seven  years  later  came  to  Arkansas, 
settling  in  Union  Countv.  In  1S63  he  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  was  in 
the  service  two  years  and  a half  He  wps  captured, 
retained  a prisoner  for  eleven  months  at  Little 
Rock  and  Johnson  Island.  Ohio.  Returning  to 
Arkansas  after  the  war  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
in  1886  bought  his  present  tine  farm  of  220  acres, 
seventy  acres  under  cultivation,  and  situated  eight 
miles  north  of  El  Dorado.  He  does  general  farm- 
ing hut  is  principally  engaged  in  raising  cotton: 
has  a good  orchard,  and  he  pronounces  Arkansas  a 
good  fruit  country.  Mr.  Hayes  was  married  in 
1859  to  Miss  Fraucina  Sewell,  a native  of  Alabama, 
and  the  daughter  of  George  W.  Sewell,  a well- 
known  mechanic.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haves  were 
born  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Olan 
C.  (resides  in  this  county),  George  L.  (married 
and  resides  at  Camden,  is  a mechanic),  Mary  W. 
wife  of  G.  T.  Murphy ),  John  H. , Samuel  S., 
Charlie  Lava  and  Marvin.  Mr.  Hayes  has  always 
been  of  a mechanical  turn,  and  has-been  engaged  in 
the  erection  of  gin  houses  and  cotton  presses, 
probably  erecting  more  than  any  other  man  in  the 
county.  He  pronounces  Union  County  the  best 
farming  country  he  has  ever  seen,  and  the  success 
that  has  followed  his  labors,  is  a speaking  illustra- 
tion of  its  truth.  He  has  been  an  earnest  advocate 
of  public  schools,  is  a liberal  contributor  to  all 
worthy  enterprises,  and  is  an  honest,  upright  citi- 
zen. The • family  are  members  of  the  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church. 

C.  W.  Hearin.  circuit  and  ex  officio  county 
clerk  of  Union  County,  was  born  in  this  county,  in 
1SJ7,  and  attended  the  common  schools  of  the 
county,  until  1863.  after  which  he  entered  the 
Confederate  service,  and  was  in  active  duty  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  In  1866  he  engaged  as 
clerk  and  book-keeper  for  various  firms  of  Hillsboro, 
and  continued  this  employment,  and  farming  on  a 
i small  scale,  until  his  election  to  his  present  office 
in  1888.  Mr.  Hearin  is  a cautious  and  accurate 
I official,  and  a worthy,  courteous  and  pleasant  gen 
i tleman. 

Col  H.  G.  Hickman,  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful and  substantial  planters  in  El  Dorado  Town 
ship,  and  a man  highly  esteemed  for  his  many 
good  qualities,  is  a native  of  Alabama,  born  March 


28.  1830.  He  was  educated  in  the  private  schools 
of  Camden,  Ark.,  and  later  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  following  this  profession  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  years,  and  meeting  with  the  best  of  success. 
In  1861  lie  entered  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
army,  in  Company  H.  First  Texas  Infantry  Regi- 
ment, under  Gen.  Johnston  and  was  in  a number  of 
the  principal  engagements:  Seven  Pines.  Sharps 
burg,  Malvern  Hill.  Wilderness.  Fredericksburg, 
and  second  battle  of  Manassas.  At  Sharpsburg  he 
was  wounded  by  a ball  passing  through  both  thighs, 
and  another  through  the  right  shoulder.  He  was 
taken  to  Fort  McHenry,  where  he  remained  three 
weeks,  and  was  then  exchanged.  He  returned  to 
his  command  and  at  the  surrender  was  with  Gen. 
Lee.  lie -then  came  home,  returned  to  school 
teaching,  and  June  16,  1867.  was  wedded  to  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Simms,  who  was  horn  in  Alabama 
daughter  of  William  Livingston.  She  died  May  3. 
187C.  and  three  years  later  Mr.  Hickman  married 
Miss  M E.  Leveritt,  a native  also  of  Alabama.  Mr 
Hickman  has  held  the  office  of  bailiff,  justice  of 
the  peace  and  deputy  sheriff,  one  term  each.  He 
is  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  land,  seventy-live 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  is  a man  who  is  deeply 
interested  in  the  county’s  welfare.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  and  his  wife  is  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  His  father,  William  Hick- 
man, was  born  in  Tennessee,  in  1798,  and  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  He  emigrated  from  Missis- 
sippi to  Arkansas,  in  1840,  located  in  Union 
County.  <md  remained  here  until  1852,  when  he 
moved  to  Texas.  He  located  in  Anderson  County, 
near  Palestine,  and  there  his  death  occurred  in 
1859.  He  was  married  in  1826,  to  Miss  Thirza 
McCowen  (subject'  s mother),  who  bore  him  sixteen 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living.  She  whs 
a native  also  of  Tennessee,  born  in  1809.  and  is  still 
living,  and  resides  in  Texas.  The  father  was  a 
very  prominent  man,  and  held  many  positions  of 
trust  and  honor.  He  tilled  the  position  of  county 
judge  of  Ouachita  County.  Ark.,  for  six  years,  and 
was  a Master  Mason,  holding  several  of  the  princi- 
pal offices  of  the  lodge.  He  was  of  German  Irish 
descent. 

William  H.  Hill  ranks  among  the  energetic, 
honorable  and  successful  business  men  of  Union 
County,  Ark.,  and  for  nearly  fifteen  years  past  has 
been  a prosperous  merchant  of  Three  Creeks.  He 
is  a native  of  the  county,  born  August  10.  1846. 
and  is  the  fifth  of  a family  of  nine  children  born  t" 
W.  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Ainsworth)  Hill,  who  moved 
from  Simpson  County.  Miss.,  to  Union  County.  Ark., 
about.  1*36,  and  located  permanently  in  this  county. 
The  father  was  a man  of  energv.  was  a Democrat. 
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politically,  and  be  and  his  wife  died  in  1881  at  the 
age  of  seventy  six  and  sixty-seven  years,  respect- 
ively. William  H.,  their  sou,  was  brought  up  on 
a farm,  his  education  being  acquired  in  lire  com- 
mon schools  near  his  home,  but  in  1870  he  deter- 
mined to  start  out  in  life  for  himself  and  estab- 
lished a mercantile  house  near  Three  Creeks,  which 
he  conducted  for  eighteen  months,  after  which  he 
moved  his  stock  of  goods  to  El  Dorado  Landing, 
where  lie  was  in  business  for  four  years.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  in  Three  Creeks,  and  he  has 
attended  strictly  to  each  minor  detail  of  his  chosen 
calling,  and  can  not  fail  to  succeed.  His  stock  is 
complete  and  always  fresh,  its  average  worth  being 
about  $4,000.  He  sells  about  $5,000  worth  on 
credit,  collecting  about  00  per  cent  of  the  amount 
sold,  and  also  receives  in  cash  for  his  goods  some 
$5,000.  He  has  land  to  the  amount  of  500  acres, 
300  being  under  cultivation,  which  he  rents  for 
about  $3  per  acre.  Mr.  Hill  enlisted  as  a private 
in  the  Confederate  army  in  the  early  part  of  1804, 
and  served  as  a courier  in  Company  A.  in  a Trans- 
Mississippi  Battalion,  with  which  he  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  married,  on 
April  1,  1880,  to  Miss  Alice  Jones,  a native  of  this 
county,  and  a daughter  of  S.  A.  and  A.  C.  (Wro- 
ten)  Jones,  who  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  have  four  chil- 
dren: Organ.  Ernest,  Grover  and  Dewitt.  Mr.  Hill 
is  a Democrat,  although  not  active,  and  is  a law- 
abiding  citizen  and  wide-awake  business  man.  His 
grandfather  figured  conspicuously  iu  the  Revolu- 
tionary" War. 

J.  O.  Jackson,  liveryman  and  merchant.  Blanch- 
ard Springs,  Ark.  It  is  essential  that  in  a city  of 
Blanchard  Springs'  proportions  and  importance 
livery  establishments  should  be  represented.  Hap- 
pily a prominent  one  is  conducted  by  Mr.  Jackson, 
who  is  an  active  citizen  in  all  respects.  This  gen- 
tleman was  born  in  Louisiana  in  1853.  and  was  the 
third  of  ten  children  born  to  Nathan  and  Jane 
(William)  Jackson,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  Louisi 
ana,  respectively.  The  father  was  reared  in  the 
Blue-Grass  State,  moved  to  Louisiana  in  his  youth, 
and  was  there  married  and  followed  farming.  In 
1801  he  removed  to  Calhoun  County,  and  there 
his  death  occurred  iu  February,  1800.  The  fol 
lowing  year,  in  May,  1807,  his  widow  also  died,  and 
the  large  family  of  children  were  left  orphans.  J. 
O.  Jackson  and  an  older  brother,  Joe.  went  to  Ken 
tacky  and  found  a home  with  their  grandfather, 
who  had  been  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  J.  O. 
Jackson  remained  with  his  grandfather  for  eight 
years,  and  during  that  time  became  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  farm.  In  1872  he 


was  married  to  Miss  Loreua  Smith,  a native  of 
Kentucky,  remained  in  Kentucky  three  years  after- 
ward, and  then  came  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Cal- 
houn County.  Later  he  bought  a farm  iu  Cham- 
pagnolle  Township,  remained  there  until  1881, 
and  then  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife,  who 
died  leaving  three  children:  Jane,  Ida  and  James 
Gus  (all  living).  Mr.  Jackson  sold  his  farm  at 
this  time  and  removed  to  Union  County,  settling 
at  Blanchard  Springs,  where  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness for  a time.  He  followed  teaming  for  a time, 
running  wagons  to  the  river  and  Camden,  and  also 
handled  considerable  stock.  He  was  married,  the 
second  time,  October  4,  1SS7,  to  Miss'  Ada  Cater, 
a native  of  Drew  County,  this  State,  and  their 
marriage  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one 
child,  Owen,  who  was  born  on  January  1,  1889. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Hon.  William  D.  Jameson.  Among  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  Union  County,  Ark.,  there  is 
probably  no  man  more  deserving  of  mention  than 
Mr.  Jameson,  who  has  been  a resident  of  this 
county  from  his  earliest  youth,  although  he  was 
born  in  Monroe  County.  Ga.,  January  31.  1839, 
being  the  eldest  of  three  sons  born  to  William  and 
Lucy  (Ratliff)  Jameson,  who  came  originally  from 
South  Carolina,  and  settled  in  Union  County,  Ark., 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  resides.  He 
inherits  Scotch  and  French  blood  from  his  parents, 
and  his  paternal  grandfather  was  a soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  died  in  Georgia  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years.  William  D.  Jameson  was  so 
fortunate  as  to  receive  his  preparatory  education 
under  the  famous  Carlisle  P.  Beaman,  LL.  D. . of 
Mount  Zion,  Hancock  County.  Ga. , and  upon  leav- 
ing his  institution,  in  1857,  he  entered  the  fresh- 
man class  in  the  Athens  (Ga. ) University,  in  which 
he  remained  three  and  a half  years,  afterward 
entering  the  University  of  Virginia,  attending  the 
law  department  of  the  same  until  the  opening  of 
the  Civil  War.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Virginia  iu  1801,  but  did  not  practice  in  that 
State,  as  he  gave  up  all  his  previous  hopes  and 
ambitions  to  enter  the  Confederate  army.  He 
enlisted  in  Company  A.  First  Arkansas  Regiment, 
as  a private,  serving  until  August  of  that  year, 
when  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  sickness, 
and  returned  to  his  home  in  Arkansas.  At  the  ex 
piration  of  five  months  he  had  recovered  sufficient- 
ly to  again  enlist  in  behalf  of  the  Confederacy,  this 
time  becoming  a member  of  the  Army  of  the  Tonnes 
see,  under  A.  S.  Johnston,  serving  as  a private  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh.  He  was  then  detailed  as  division 
clerk  of  the  pay  department,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  until  May,  1804,  when  he  was  transferred 
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to  Capt.  James'  company.  Harrison's  cavalry, 
afterward  taking  part  in  the  engagement  at  Had 
not's  Crib  and  numerous  severe  skirmishes.  He 
still  has  the  gun  which  was  carried  by  him  through 
the  war.  He  was  married,  in  1804.  to  Miss  Mary 
J.  Finley,  a daughter  of  James  and  Mary  A. 
(Aiken)  Finley,  who  were  born  in  Alabama,  and 
moved  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Union  County  about 
1850.  To  Mr.  Jameson  and  his  wife  the  following 
children  were  born : William  F.  (who  died  in  1S6S). 
Alary  A..  Lucy.  Ida  T..  AI.  A.  H..  Marcus  D . John 
8.,  and  Robert  (who  died  in  June,  1883).  Alary  A. 
was  married  in  December,  1887.  to  J.  C.  AIcKinnie. 
who  resides  in  Lapile.  Ark.  After  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution  of  1874.  and  the  whites  had 
rained  control  of  the  State  government.  Air.  Jame- 
son  permitted  his  name  to  be  used  at  the  first  elec, 
tion  for  the  office  of  county  and  probate  judge,  to 
which  office  he  was  elected,  and  served  two  years. 
He  then  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  and  has 
continued  the  same  successfully  up  to  the  present 
time.  He  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  for  the  term  of  1888,  and  has  served 
as  special  circuit  judge  a number  of  times.  He 
was  employed  by  the  Government  to  prosecute, 
together  with  Jesse  B.  Aloore  and  William  F.  Wal- 
lace, in  the  noted  Bill  Skim  murder  case,  and  de- 
fended in  the  Brazwell  murder  case,  in  each  case 
of  which  he  was  successful.  He  was  engaged  by 
the  defendant  in  the  mysterious  John  Kelly  case, 
in  the  Eastern  District  of  Union  County,  and  de- 
fendant was  cleared.  In  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession and  the  management  of  his  cases,  he  dis 
plays  considerable  ability  and  sagacity.  He  is  the 
owner  of  980  acres  of  land,  is  a member  of  the 
Alasonic  fraternity,  becoming  first  a member  of 
Alount  Carmel  Lodge,  which  was  then  located  at 
Pigeon  Hill,  Ark.,  and  at  New  London,  Ark.,  he 
was  made  a Alaster  Alason.  He  joined  the  K . of  H. 
at  El  Dorado,  in  1889.  He  and  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Seaborn  A.  Jones  has  devoted  his  attention  to 
farming  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  since  1839,  and 
in  the  pursuit  of  this  calling  he  has  been  fairly 
successful,  for  he  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres  of 
excellent  land,  of  which  about  100  acres  are  under 
cultivation,  yielding  the  average  amount  of  cotton 
and  corn.  Air.  Jones'  birth  occurred  in  Clark 
County.  Ala.,  June  23,  1823,  the  second  of  seven 
children  of  Jonas  and  Sarah  (Deas)  Jonas,  they 
being  natives  of  North  Carolina,  moving  to  Ala- 
bama about  1810.  and  in  1839  to  Arkansas,  their 
deaths  occurring  in  Union  County,  in  1850,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-six  years,  and  in  1800.  at  the  age  of 
seventy  three,  respectively.  The  former  was  a 


soldier  in  the  War  of  1830,  in  his  political  views  a 
Democrat,  and  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  At  the  time  of 
the  settlement  of  Seaborn  A.  Jones  in  Union 
; County.  Ark.,  he  found  the  country  in  a wild  state, 

| Champagnolle  being  the  county  seat,  and  his 
1 neighbors,  with  the  exception  of  the  red  men.  were 
few  and  far  between.  During  the  first  year  spent 
here  he  heard  only  one  sermon  preached.  At  the 
age  of  twenty,  he  was  married  to  Aliss  Catherine 
Wroten,  who  was  a daughter  of  Wiley  and  Alar- 
garet  (Jones)  Wroten.  who  came  to  Arkansas  from 
Alississippi,  in  1842,  settling  in  Union  County, 
j After  his  marriage  he  immediately  began  farming 
on  his  present  admirably  conducted  place,  and  cut 
out  the  road  to  the  same.  Of  twelve  children 
born  to  himself  anti  wife,  six  are  living:  Sarah 
AT,  Thomas  T , Alollie  AL,  Alice  C. . James  B 
and  Jessie  C.  and  Josephine  C..  Vitnrv  A.. 
Byrd  W.,  Jonas  K..  Delia  A.  and  Lillie  O.  (de- 
ceased). Sarah  M.  is  married  to  R.  AL  Burnett, 
a merchant  of  Bowie,  Tex.  Thomas  T.  was  mar- 
ried December  IS,  1877,  to  Aliss  Alollie  Perdue, 
and  resides  in  Union  County,  Ark.  Alollie  AI. 
married  W.  H.  Foshee,  of  Clanton,  Ala.,  in  No 
vember,  1875.  he  being  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
of  Chilton  County,  having  served  as  the  same  for 
fourteen  years.  Alice  is  the  wife  of  AY.  H.  Hill,  a 
merchant  of  Three  Creeks,  and  James  B.  was  mar- 
ried to  Aliss  Georgia  A.  Morgan,  of  this  county. 
Air.  Jones  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  in 
1862,  and*  went  to  Fredericksburg,  A7a.,  where  he 
was  rejected  on  account  of  physical  disability.  He 
afterward  joined  a cavalry  company,  but  was  in 
no  important  engagement.  He  has  always  been  a 
Democrat,  is  a member  of  the  Alissionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Alasonic  fraternity, 
having  joined  Oakville  Lodge  No.  43.  in  1848. 
being  at  present  a Royal  Arch  Alason.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Farmers’  Alliance.  Although  six- 
ty-seven years  of  age.  he  has  never  aspired  to  pub- 
lic office,  and  has  never  served  as  a juryman,  nor 
been  sued.  He  is  public  spirited,  a patron  of  edu- 
cation. and  has  given  his  children  good  educational 
advantages,  and  has  seen  them  grow  to  honorable 
manhood  and  womanhood. 

Capt.  Alexander  C.  Jones  was  born  in  Caroline 
County.  A7a. . Alarch  8,  1831,  and  was  there  reared 
and  educated,  being  an  attendant,  during  bis  early 
youth,  of  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  he  apprenticed  himself  to  the  earpen 
ter’s  trade,  of  which  he  soon  became  the  master, 
and  from  that  time  until  1859  he  followed  his  trade 
in  AYrginia.  At  this  time  his  father  died,  and  he 
moved  with  his  mother  and  the  rest  of  her  family 
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to  Union  County,  Ark.,  and  in  this  State  he  has 
devoted  himself  to  his  trade  and  farming,  and  by 
energy,  good  management  and  upright  dealing  he 
lias  become  the  owner  of  a line  farm  comprising 
300  acres,  of  which  sixty  are  under  cultivation.  At 
the  opening  of  the  Rebellion  he  joined  the  Confed- 
erate army  as  first  lieutenant  of  Company  G.  Third 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  in  1 8 Ad  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  captain,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
until  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Sharpsburg,  Gettysburg,  Fredericksburg. 
Wilderness,  and  numerous  other  engagements  of 
minor  importance.  At  the  battle  of  Wilderness  he 
was  wounded  in  the  right  arm,  being  partly  dis- 
abled, and  at  the  surrender  of  Appomattox  Court 
House  he  was  in  Longstreet’s  corps.  After  the 
wan  was  practically  over  he  returned  to  his  home 
in  Arkansas,  and  in  the  fall  of  1805  he  was  united 
in  marriage,  his  wife's  maiden  name  being  AL 
Ophelia  Newman,  but  at  the  time  of  their  marriage 
she  was  a Airs.  Haynes,  a widow,  and  a daughter 
of  Dr.  Newman,  in  Alinden,  La.  Air.  Jones  and 
his  wife  have  four  children:  Alary  C.,  Sallie.  R. 
Courtney  and  Lamar,  all  of  whom  reside  with  their 
parents.  Air.  Jones  served  on  the  Board  of  Reg- 
istration under  Baxter's  administration,  and  was 
magistrate  for  one  term  of  Cornie  Township.  In 
1878  he  was  elected  by  his  numerous  Democratic 
friends  to  a seat  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State,  and  his  main  object  during  that  session  was 
the  establishment  of  a lunatic  asylum  in  Arkansas, 
which  was  successfully  accomplished.  He  aLo 
introduced  a bill  prescribing  terms  for  the  admis- 
sion of  patients  in  the  same.  He  proved  himself  a 
very  capable  official,  and  his  intelligent  views  on 
all  matters  of  interest  showed  that  he  possessed  an 
intellect  of  no  ordinary  merit.  He  has  long  been 
a stanch  member  of  the  Alissionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  is  a member  of  the  following  social  organiza 
tions:  A.  F.  A A.  Al.  and  the  Agricultural  Wheel. 
He  was  the  sixth  of  nine  children  bora  to  Hill  and 
Alary  (Courtney)  Jones,  native  Virginians.  The 
father  was  sheriff  of  King  ami  Queen  Counties.  Ya.. 
during  1851).  was  a Whig,  and  very  active,  polit- 
ically. The  grandfather  Courtney  was  a soldier 
during  the  War  of  1812. 

Capt.  Joseph  W.  Jones  has  long  been  a resi 
dent  of  Union  County,  Ark.,  but  he  was  born  in 
Bibb  County,  Ala.,  April  22,  1835,  being  the  tifth 
child  born  to  Hugh  and  Jeanette  (Woolley)  Jones, 
a short  history  of  whom  is  given  in  the  sketch  of 
E.  H.  Jones,  his  brother.  The  paternal  grand 
father  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  served 
under  Gen.  Jackson,  at  New  Orleans.  Cant. 
Joseph  AY.  Jones  was  reared  in  Alabama,  but  did 


not  receive  the  best  educational  advantages,  con- 
tinued attendance  at  even  the  common  schools  being 
denied  him.  When  twenty-one  years  old,  he  be- 
came an  overseer,  a calling  he  continued  to  follow 
for  five  years,  after  which  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  becoming  a private  in  Company  B. 
Third  Arkansas  Regiment,  but  was  soon  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  for  meritorious 
conduct.  In  1802  he  was  further  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  captain  of  his  company,  and  was  serving 
in  this  capacity  when  the  war  closed.  He  was  at 
Gettysburg.  Fredericksburg,  Chickamanga,  Wilder- 
ness,  Seven  Pines,  besides  numerous  others  of  less 
note,  and  during  his  experience  as  a soldier  he  had 
many  hand-to-hand  encounters,  but  was  never 
known  to  show  the  “ white  feather,”  being  partic- 
ularly well  known  for  his  courage  and  determina- 
tion. His  company,  when  it  joined  the  regular 
army,  consisted  of  114  members,  but  at  the  sur- 
render only  seven  of  the  original  members  re- 
mained. He  has  a good  farm  of  280  acres,  sixty 
being  under  cultivation,  and  on  this  he  raises  very 
good  crops,  all  small  grain,  with  the  exception  of 
wheat,  doing  well  in  this  locality.  His  marriage, 
which  occurred  in  1865,  was  to  Miss  Lucy  A.  E. 
Woolley,  a native  of  Alabama,  and  a daughter  of 
Alinor  and  Alartha  (Yeager)  AVoolley,  who  were  also 
born  in  that  State,  where  they  continue  to  reside. 
To  the  union  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Jones  five  children 
have  been  born:  Jesse  AI. , Alaggie  O.  and  Osco 
L..  living,  and  two  deceased.  Air.  Jones  is  a true 
and  tried  Democrat,  and  is  a supporter  of  all 
worthy  public  enterprises. 

Ezekiel  H.  Jones  is  an  honest  tiller  of  the  soil 
of  Union  County,  Ark.,  and  was  born  in  Bibb 
County,  Ala.,  in  1840,  being  the  eighth  of  sixteen 
children  born  to  Hugh  and  Jeanette  (AVoolley) 
Jones,  who  were  also  born  in  that  State,  the  for- 
mer being  a Democrat,  a member  of  tire  Alasonic 
fraternity,  and  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1864,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
His  widow  survives  him  and  still  resides  in  Bibb 
County,  Ala.,  where  the  most  of  her  children  are 
also  residing,  two  being 'in  Texas  and  three  in  Ar- 
kansas. The  subject  of  this  sketch  obtained  a 
good  education  in  the  country  schools  of  Alabama, 
but  in  1861  he  dropped  his  books  and  work  to  join 
the  Confederate  army,  and  from  that  time  until 
Lee's  surrender  lie  served  with  Company  A.  Eighth 
Confederate  Cavalry.  He  was  at  ATurfreesboro. 
Shiloh,  Chickamanga.  and  in  many  other  engage 
raents  in  which  the  Tennessee  army  participated, 
.and  was.with  Wheeler’s  command  when  it  snrren 
dered  to  Sherman  at  Kingston,  N.  C. . in  1865. 
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He  settled  in  Union  County,  Ark. , near  where  he 
now  lives,  at  the  close  of  the  war.  and  has  since  j 
devoted  his  attention  to  tilling  the  soil,  his  farm 
comprising  a tract  of  100  acres,  about  150  of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  yielding  on  an  aver- 
age one-half  bale  of  cotton  and  twenty  bushels  of 
corn  to  the  acre.  His  wife  was  formerly  Miss 
Fannie  Toole,  whom  he  married  October  18,  1800. 
a daughter  of  M.  L.  and  Amelia  (Lollie)  Toole.  ' 
who  were  born  in  Alabama,  and  in  1850  moved  to  < 
Louisiana,  settling  at  Homer.  Nine  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones,  eight  of  whom 
are  living:  Lucy  L.,  Alpha  J.,  Dora,  Charlie  L.. 
Claudius  E.,  Eugene  C.,  George  F.  and  Bertie  H. 
Lucy  L.  was  married  in  1SST  to  John  B.  Fuller, 
who  resides  in  Claiborne  Parish.  La.,  and  follows 
the  occupation  of  farming.  He  is  a Democrat, 
politically,  a member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  s 
and  has  long  been  connected  with  the  Missionary  | 
Baptist  Church. 

Marcus  D.  Justiss.  The  agricultural  affairs  of 
Union  County,  Ark.,  are  ably  represented  by  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  comes  of  a prominent  , 
family  of  Alabama.  He  was  born  in  Morgan  j 
County,  Ga.,  September  24,  1834,  being  the  sec-  i 
ond  of  six  children  born  to  William  L.  and  La- 
vigna  (Burton)  Justiss,  the  former  of  whom  was  a ! 
native  Virginian  and  the  latter  a Georgian.  They  ! 
were  married  in  the  mother’s  native  State,  but 
afterward  moved  to  Alabama,  which  State  cori- 
tinned  to  be  their  home  until  the  death  of  the 
father,  which  occurred  in  May,  1843.  He  was  a 
i Democrat,  an  active  politician,  and  at  four  different 
times  lie  was  elected  circuit  clerk  of  Tallapoosa 
County,  dying  while  serving  his  fourth  term.  He 
had  been  an  exceptionally  intelligent  man,  was  ! 
i thoroughly  posted  in  legal  lore,  and  had  been  ad-  j 
mitted  to  the  bar.  In  184S  his  son,  Marcus  D.,  j 
went  back  to  Georgia,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  with  his  uncle,  | 
Nathaniel  R.  Justiss,  who  assisted  him  in  acquir- 
ing an  education.  After  leaving  the  shelter  of  his 
uncle’s  roof  he  began  farming,  and  to  this  he  has  ■ 
since  given  liis  entire  time  and  attention.  Soon  ] 
after  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  December,  j 
1856.  he  settled  in  Claiborne  Parish,  La.,  and  { 
purchased  land  on  which  he  deeded  land  for  ! 
chuicli  and  school  purposes,  and  on  this  pioperty 
has  since  been  built  the  thriving  little  village  of  j 
Snmmerffeld.  which  is  noted  for  its  churches  and  ; 
schools.  At  the  opening  of  the  war  he  moved  his 
family  back  to  Georgia,  and  during  the  Rebellion 
he  was  in  the  Navy  Ordnance  Department  until 
the  fall  of  Atlanta,  but  was  captured  while  on  his 
way  from  that  city  to  Augusta  by  Gen.  Kilpatrick's 


men  on  August  4,  1804,  and  was  taken  to  Tunnel 
Hill,  Ga. , from  which  place  he  was  taken  to 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.  At  the  end  of  ten  days  he 
was  removed  via  Nashville  to  Indianapolis,  Ind. , 
where  he  was  released  upon  parole  September  3, 
1804.  After  the  war  was  over  he  went  to  his 
family  in  Georgia,  and  then  returned  with  his  wife 
and  children  to  his  former  home  in  Louisiana, 
where  he  set  energetically  to  work  to  improve  his 
land,  which  had  been  sadly  neglected  during  bis 
absence.  He  continued  to  make  his  home  in  that 
State  until  January,  1870,  when  he  moved  to  At- 
lanta, Columbia  County,  Ark.,  and  three  years 
later  settled  where  he  now  resides,  his  farm  here 
comprising  about  700  acres  of  land,  with  250  acres 
under  cultivation,  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of 
corn,  cotton,  oats,  potatoes  (Irish  and  sweet),  sugar 
cane,  etc.,  yielding  a fair  amount  of  all  to  the  acre. 
To  himself  and  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Frances  Powledge,  a family  of  nine  childten  has 
been  born,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  exceptionally 
healthy:  William  M. , Edward  C.,  Gideon  H. , 

Ida  J.,  Mary  F.  D.,  Marcus  D. , Jr.,  Benjamin 
F.,  Carrie  L.  and  Clarence  D.  Gideon  H.  was 
married  in  1887  to  Miss  Willie  G.  McClesky  of 
Yell  County,  Ark.,  and  now  resides  in  this  county ; 
Mary  F.  D.  was  married  in  February,  18S9,  to 
R.  S.  Morgan,  a farmer  residing  on  a farm  near 
Mr.  Justiss.  From  1870  to  1882  Mr.  Justiss 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  been  school 
director  for  the  past  fifteen  years.  He  is  au  active 
politician,  and  is  a member  of  the  Union  Labor 
party.  He  belongs  to  the  Farmers’  and  Laborers' 
Industrial  Union,  and  he  is  county  organizer  and 
president  of  District  Union  No.  2,  and  also  of  the 
Subordinate  Union  at  Marysville,  No.  L’437.  He 
is  the  delegate  elect  to  the  State  Union  from  this 
county,  and  is  county  solicitor  for  the  State  Ex- 
change. He  and  his  wife  and  seven  eldest  children 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  has  become  a prominent  citizen  of  this  county, 
and  is  esteemed  for  his  sterling  integrity,  his  in- 
telligence, liberality,  and  progressive  ideas  of  all 
matters  of  public  interest. 

Capt.  \\  . E.  Lacy,  a prominent  fanner,  resid- 
ing three  miles  southwest  of  El  Dorado,  is  the  fourth 
iii  a family  of  seven  children  born  to  the  marriage 
of  Rev.  William  S.  and  Jaulia  A.  (Eldridge)  Lacy, 
the  father  a native  of  Virginia,  and  the  mother  of 
New  Hampshire.  The  ancestors  of  the  Lacy 
family  came  to  America  in  1703,  and  Thomas 
Lacy  was  the  great,  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. The  grandfather,  Drury  Lacy,  D.  D.,  was  a 
prominent  Presbyterian  minister  of  Virginia,  in 
Revolutionary  days,  and  was  a professor  in  the 
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College  of  Hamden  Lyden  of  Virginia.  In  this 
college  William  S.,  father  of  our  subject,  received 
his  education  and  studied  law  under  John  Ran- 
dolph, of  Roanoke.  Before  he  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  he  experienced  religion,  and  be- 
gan making  preparation  for  the  ministry,  begin- 
ning to  preach  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years.  In 
1817  he  removed  to  Missouri,  and  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  that  State. 
He  followed  a ministerial  life  here,  preaching  in 
many  important  places  until  1836,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Tennessee,  and  settled  in  Giles  County, 
where  he  was  active  in  his  ministerial  duties.  In 
March,  1845,  he  came  to  Arkansas,  settled  near 
New  London  for  a few  months,  and  in  December 
of  that  year,  came  to  El  Dorado.  Here,  with  Mrs. 
Lacy,  he  started  the  first  school  of  that  place. 
He  drew  students  to  his  school  from  distant  parts 
of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  kept  this  school  for 
two  years,  and  then  moved  to  a farm  one  mile  west 
of  El  Dorado.  He  organized  the  churches  of  Cam- 
den, Mount  Holly,  El  Dorado,  Scotland  and  Eben- 
ezer,  and  while  teaching  served  all  these  churches. 
He  continued  in  active  church  work  until  the  out- 
break of  the  war,  and  then  lived  a retired  life  un- 
til his  death  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 
Capt.  \Y.  E.  Lacy  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Tenn.,  on  December  80,  1830,  and  divided  his 
time  in  youth  between  assisting  on  the  farm,  and 
in  attending  the  common  country  schools,  where  he 
remained  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then 
. superintended  his  father’s  farm  until  hostilities 
between  the  North  and  South  began,  when  he  en- 
listed in  the  first  company  raised  in  Union  County, 

\ Company  A.  under  Capt.  Morgan,  and  was  attached 
to  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry  Regiment.  He  was 
in  the  first  battle  of  Manassas,  Ya. , Shiloh,  and  at 
this  last-named  desperate  struggle  all  the  officers 
of  this  company  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  Mr. 
Lacy  was  appointed  by  t lie  colonel  as  lieutenant, 
securing  commission  from  Jefferson  Davis  for  gal- 
lantry. He  was  then  at  the  battles  of  Perryville  and 
Murfreesboro,  receiving  a wound  at  the  last-named 
place  which  still  troubles  him.  After  this  he  was 
not  in  active  service  on  account  of  this  wound,  but 
became  captain  of  the  company.  He  was  in  the 
Trans- Mississippi  Department,  and  did  mostly 
post  duty  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Subsequent- 
ly he  began  farming  in  1865.  was  married  to  Miss 
Sallie  Holcombe,  a native  of  Mississippi.  In  1868 
i he  bought  a farm  of  120  acres  in  the  woods  on 
credit,  and  began  clearing  and  improving.  In 
1 880  he  added  120  acres  more,  and  now  has  ninety 
acres  under  cultivation,  a good  orchard,  two  tene- 
ment houses,  and  the  timber  of  the  uncleared  is 


i the  best.  Mr.  Lacy  died  in  1889.  and  left  seven 
children:  Julia  Estella  (died  at  the  age  of  two 
years),  George  Holcombe  (is  now  attending  a theo- 
logical college  at  Batesville,  Ark.),  Mary,  William 
Sterling,  Eugenia,  Annie,  Sallie  and  Watson  Mos- 
j ley.  Capt.  Lacy  was  married,  the  second  time,  in 
1890  to  Mrs.  Lizzie  W oos,  nee  Arnold,  daughter 
of  John  Arnold,  who  was  a native  of  Prussia,  and 
a millwright  and  machinist  by  trade.  He  was 
a pioneer  of  this  county,  and  died  in  1886.  Capt. 
Lacy  and  bis  first  wife  were  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  but  the  present  Mrs.  Lacy  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  Captain  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity',  El  Dorado 
Lodge  No.  13,  and  is  a pleasant,  sociable  gentle- 
man. 

Matthew  Lambert,  merchant  and  planter,  Cham- 
pagnolle,  Ark.  Mr.  Lambert,  one  of  the  old  and 
eminently  respected  citizens  of  Union  County,  Ark., 
was  born  in  Georgia,  in  1814,  and  when  about  a 
year  old  was  taken  by  his  parents,  Isaac  and 
Abigail  (Davis)  Lambert,  both  natives  also  of  the 
“Empire  State  of  the  South  ” to  Alabama,  and  re- 
sided in  that  State  for  many  years.  There  his 
parents  received  their  final  summons.  Their  family 
consisted  of  eight  children:  Alexander,  Harvey. 
James,  John,  Emaline,  Mary  and  Sarah.  The 
father  was  a planter,  and  both  he  and  wife  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Matthew  Lam- 
bert received  a good  practical  education  in  Ala- 
bama, and  in  1S40  his  nuptials  with  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Miles  were*celebrated.  In  1842  he  emigrated  from 
Alabama  to  Arkansas,  settled  in  Union  County,  and 
there  he  has  remained  ever  since.  When  he  first 
entered  Arkansas  he  took  up  200  acres  of  land, 
and  as  his  means  were  limited  he  suffered  many 
privations  and  hardships.  His  marriage  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  these  children:  John  (deceased) 
Martha  (who  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Mootler). 
Anna  (who  married  Newton  Cutter),  James  D.. 
William,  Charles  (deceased).  Mr.  Lambert  is 
now  the  owner  of  about  1,000  acres  and  has  about 
400  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  a first-class 
business  man,  carrying  a stock  of  goods  valued  at 
82,500,  and  in  all  he  owns  about  810,000.  He 
served  as  private  in  the  Indian  wars  and  was  a 
brave  and  fearless  soldier.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  a man  esteemed  and  hon- 
ored for  his  many  good  qualities.  He  is  now  over 
the  allotted  age  of  man — three  score  years  and  ten — 
but  is  hale  and  hearty,  and  bids  fair  to  live  many 
years  longer. 

Judge  William  C.  Langford,  attorney,  El 
Dorado,  Ark.  Judge  Langford  is  one  of  those 
men,  too  few  in  number,  who  fnllv  recognize  the 
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truth  so  often  urged  by  the  sages  of  the  law,  that, 
of  all  the  men,  the  reading  and  thoughts  of  a law 
yer  should  be  the  most  extended.  Systematic 
reading  gives  a more  comprehensive  grasp  to  the 
mind,  variety  and  richness  to  thought,  and  a clearer 
perception  of  the  motive  of  men  and  the  principles 
of  things,  indeed,  of  the  very  spirit  of  laws.  This  he 
has  found  very  essential  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
professional  practice.  -Judge  Langford  was  born 
in  Alabama,  September  3,  1826.  and  is  the  son  of 
Jarvis  and  Mary  (Christie)  Langford.  The  father 
was  born  January  25,  17(8.  and  in  1801  went  to 
Georgia  with  his  parents,  where  he  followed  farm* 
ing  and  millwrighting  for  many  years.  He  was 
married  three  times,  and  his  third  wife  was  the 
Judge’s  mother.  He  became  the  father  of  three 
children  by  his  previous  marriages,  all  daughters, 
and  by  his  third  marriage  ten  children  were  born  — 
eight  sons  and  two  daughters.  In  3841  the  father 
moved  to  Arkansas,  landed  at  Scarsboro  Land- 
ing, Union  County,  settled  on  a farm,  and  later 
engaged  in  merchandising,  being  the  third  mer- 
chard  in  that  place.  He  built  up  a large  business, 
but  withdrew  in  1850,  and  the  business  was  con- 
tinued by  his  two  sons,  James  R.  and  Joseph  Jack- 
son.  This  tirm  continued  as  Langford  Bros,  until 
1861.  when  Jackson  died,  and  the  other  brother 
continued  until  1885,  when  he  also  died,  leaving 
four  children  well  off.  The  father  of  our  subject 
died  March  20.  1859,  at  the  age  of  eighty -two 
years.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  IS  12,  was 
with  Gen.  Floyd  in  Georgia,  and  his  wife  drew  a 
pension  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  1882, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Frank  Langford,  was  a native  of 
Maryland,  and  was  an  Irishman.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  and  served,  probably, 
through  the  entire  time.  He  died  in  Georgia  at 
the  age  of  ninety- four  years.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Jeremiah  Christie,  was  also  in  the  Revolu- 
tion and  served  principally  with  Gens.  Green  aud 
Morgan.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  Court 
House  and  Entaw.  and  was  mustered  out  of  service 
in  South  Carolina,  where  he  remained  and  married. 
After  his  wife’s  death  he  commenced  preaching  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  became  one 
of  the  prominent  characters  in  that  locality.  He 
lived  to  a ripe  old  age  and  died  highly  respected. 
Judge  William  C.  Langford  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth  on  the  farm,  and  practically  had  no 
advantages  for  an  education.  He  came  with  his 
parents  to  Arkansas  in  1841.  ami  so  limited  had 
been  his  education  that  he  could  scarcely  read  at 
that  time.  While  his  father  conducted  the  store, 
the  responsibility  of  looking  after  everything  fell 
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upon  our  subject’s  shoulders,  aud  after  his  day's 
work  was  done  he  would  study  at  night  by  the 
light  of  pine  knots  in  the  fire-place.  After  learn- 
ing to  read,  he  began  the  study  of  history  and 
geography,  later  mathematics,  and  still  later,  Latin. 
From  this  beginning  he  has  been  a student  ever 
, since.  In  1854  he  was  elected  justice,  and  though 
a Whig  in  politics  and  this  a strong  Democratic 
county,  he  held  this  office  for  six  years.  During 
the  campaign  of  I860  he  made  a canvass  of  the 
county  for  the  ticket  of  Bell  aud  Everett.  In  the 
same  year  he  was  elected  comity  judge  on  the 
Whig  ticket,  being  one  of  that  party  to  secure 
office.  For  a number  of  veais  previous  to  this  he 
had  been  studying  Blackstone  and  other  works  on 
law,  and  in  1860  he  was  licensed  to  practice  in 
that  profession,  securing  this  principally  for  the 
transaction  of  his  own  business.  Judge  Langford 
| was  married,  in  1851.  to  Miss  Martha  Withering- 
ton,  a native  of  Alabama.  She  died  in  July,  1862, 
and  left  four  children:  Ida  (wife  of  H.  W.  Good- 
win, of  El  Dorado),  William  H.  (resides  at  Pine 
Bluff).  John  (editor  of  the  Sentiment  at  El 
Dorado),  arid  James  A.  (in  Pine  Bluff).  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  the  Judge  enlisted,  and 
on  the  organization  of  the  company  was  elected 
captain.  This,  Company  F,  Nineteenth  Arkausas 
Regiment  Infantry,  left  El  Dorado  in  March,  1862, 
went  to  Corinth,  and  at  the  reorganization  of  the 
| regiment  was  discharged  and  returned  home.  In 
1863  lie  re-enlisted  and  was  appointed  commissary 
! of  what  was  called  Col.  Slemmon’s  brigade,  and 
held  this  position  until  the  war  closed.  He  served 
in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  was  with 
Gen.  Price  in  his  Missouri  raid,  and  was  in  Texas 
’ at  the  surrender.  He  immediately  returned  to 
i El  Dorado  and  began  the  practice  of  law,  and  in 
connection  with  this  he  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  1866  he  married  his  present  wife, 
j who  was  formerly  Miss  Martha  A.  Chandler,  a 
daughter  of  W illiam  Chandler,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Arkansas  from  Alabama.  Mr.  Chandler  was  a 
native  of  Georgia,  and  became  a prominent  and 
well  known  citizen  of  Union  County.  His  death 
! occurred  in  1863.  In  1873  Judge  Langford  was 
appointed  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  Thirteenth 
District,  served  one  term,  and  in  1882  was  elected 
to  the  General  Assembly,  and  re-elected  in  1884. 
W hile  in  the  Legislature  he  introduced  the  lull 
creating  this  judicial  district,  and  many  others  of 
a local  nature,  many  amendments  which  were  of 
importance  and  benefit,  and  never  missed  a roll 
call.  He  lias  served  as  mayor  of  El  Dorado,  and 
many  years  as  school  director,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  educational  matters.  The  Judge  has 
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resided  in  Arkansas  since  1S41,  has  been  in  nearly 
every  county  in  the  State,  in  most  of  which  he  has 
j attended  court,  and  lias  never  carried  a pistol.  Ho 
owns  two  good  farms  of  581  acres,  and  the  por- 
| tions  that  are  not  cleared  are  covered  with  good 
timber.  His  home  place,  consisting  of  twenty-four 
acres  in  the  corporation  limits  of  El  Dorado,  was  pur- 
i chased  by  the  Judge  in  1S72,  with  the  present  tine 
residence.  He  has  been  a Free  Mason  for  thirty  - 
| nine  years,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  county. 
He  was  master  of  Champagnolle  Lodge  No.  GS  for 
eight  years  in  succession,  and  of  El  Dorado  Lodge 
No.  13  for  seven  years.  He  was  also  high  priest 
of  the  Chapter  No.  35  for  six  years,  and  district 
deputy  grand  master  of  the  State  for  four  years  in 
the  Fifth  District.  He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  having  tilled  that  position  for  some  time. 
The  Judge  is  one  of  the  leading  and  progressive 
citizens  of  Union  County,  standing  first  in  public 
estimation,  in  influence,  in  knowledge  of  men  and 
affairs,  in  experience,  in  judgment  and  discrimina- 
tion. He  is  a leader  in  all  things. 

John  C.  Langford,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Public  Sentiment,  published  at  El  Dorado,  Ark., 
was  born  near  Champagnolle,  Union  County,  Ark., 
in  1858,  and  was  the  third  in  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren born  to  Judge  W.  C.  and  Louisa  (Wither 
ington)  Langford,  the  father  a prominent  attorney 
of  El  Dorado  for  many  years  [see  sketch].  John 
C.  Langford  was  reared  to  the  onerous  duties  of 

j ° 

the  farm,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  El 
Dorado  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then  began 
learning  the  printer’s  trade  in  the  Union  County 
Times,  and  later  on  the  El  Dorado  Eagle.  In 
1S80  he  went  to  Blanclnud  Springs,  and  worked 
on  the  Blanchard  Herald,  from  there  he  went  to 
Farmersville,  La.,  and  there  engaged  in  the  publi- 
cation of  the  North  Louisiana  Appeal  for  two 
years.  In  October,  1SSG,  he  came  back  to  El  Do 
rado  and  bought  the  Union  Herald,  which  name 
was  changed  to  the  Public  Sentiment,  on  March 
27,  1888.  Mr.  Langford  has  always  conducted 
his  paper  as  an  orthodox  Democratic  publication, 
advocating  home  interests  and  improvements.  At 
. the  time  of  buying  the  Herald,  its  circulation  was 
about  300  copies,  and  the  Sentiment  has  a circula- 
tion at  the  present  time  of  over  1 . 000.  Although 
still  a young  man.  Mr.  Langford  commands  the 
good  opinion  of  all  around  him,  and  since  personal 
respect  is  the  key  to  success  in  every  department 
in  life,  journalistic  no  less  than  the  legal  or  official, 

} he  has  that  assurance  of  success  beyond  perad 
venture.  He  was  married  in  1 883  to  Miss  Fannie 
M.  McMurrain,  a daughter  of  M.  B.  MeMurrain 


| [see  sketch],  and  three  interesting  children  were 
j the  fruits  of  this  union:  Ellis  Everette,  Alice  Idela 
| and  Myrtle.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

James  G.  McCain,  farmer,  Champagnolle,  Ark. 
j This  gentleman  was  born  in  the  State  of  South 
! Carolina,  April  4,  1830,  and  with  his  father,  John 
C.  McCain,  moved  to  this  State  in  the  year  1839, 
j settling  in  Union  County,  where  he  has  resided 
i ever  since.  He  received  his  education  in  the  split- 
log  cabins  common  in  the  country  at  that  early  day. 
j At  the  age  of  fourteen  his  father  was  murdered, 
which  event  blighted  his  prospects  for  a first-class 
I English  education,  and  left  him  with  a perfect 
hatred  for  murder.  He  became  impressed  with 
the  truths  of  the  Christian  religion  at  the  age  of 
nineteen,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  united  with 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  since  which  time 
j he  has  been  an  active  member  of  that  denomination, 
j He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  the  year  1SGS, 
and  has  been  the  pastor  of  from  one  to  three 
churches  ever  since  his  ordination.  He  believes 
, that  ministers  of  the  gospel  should  labor  with  their 
| own  hands  to  help  support  themselves  and  their 
i families,  consequently  he  follows  farming  and  jjj ill 
I ing.  In  earlv  life  he  taught  school  awhile,  but  not 
liking  such  a monotonous  life,  discontinued  that 
i business,  and  returned  to  the  farm.  He  was  elected 
| justice  of  the  peace  three  terms,  and  was  associate 
I justice  for  Union  County  at  the  commencement  of 
| the  war,  which  office  he  resigned  to  enter  the  army. 

as  a second  lieutenant  in  the  First  Trans-Missis- 
| sippi  Regiment,  but  owing  to  ill  health,  he  was  dis- 
i charged  and  returned  home,  and  now  rejoices  that 
the  Lord  did  not  permit  him  to  lire  a gun  in  the 
defense  of  human  slavery.  Since  the  war  he  has 
held  the  office  of  assessor  for  his  county,  for  live 
years.  Mr.  McCain  is  quite  public-spirited,  loves 
the  cause  of  religion,  education,  temperance,  and 
everything  else  that  adds  to  the  happiness  of  the 
people  generally.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet J.  Morgan,  a daughter  of  William  S.  and 
Cynthia  (Mardis)  Morgan,  of  Shelby  County,  Ala.. 
August  9,  1855.  Miss  Morgan  was  born  June  29. 

| IS 38,  in  Shelby  County,  Ala.  She  is  a niece  of 
| the  Mardises  of  that  county.  Her  uncle  John  was 
; a good  physician  and  her  uncle  Samuel  was  a- mem- 
ber of  Congress  at  the  time  of  his  death.  She  is 
a lady  in  every  sense  of  the  term,  a good  wife,  a 
j Christian,  a loving  mother  and  a true  friend.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children:  Mary 
E. , William  C..  Aura  C.  J..  Carrie  H. , Mattie  J., 

; John  M.  and  Cora  M. , live  of  whom  are  still  living. 

They  own  a very  well  improved  country  home, 

1 where  they  hope  to  spend  the  evening  of  their  days. 
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Dr.  John  M.  McHenrv  is  one  of  tbe  foremost 
professional  men  of  the  county,  and  his  merit  and 
skill  is  acknowledged  by  all.  He  has  been  a prac- 
titioner in  Union  County,  Ark.,  since  1871,  and 
his  skill  and  talent  have  already  become  well 
known.  He  was  born  in  Macon  County,  Ala. , 
September  4,  1841,  being  the  eighth  of  eleven 
children  born  to  II.  W.  and  M.  L.  (Brown)  Mc- 
Henry, who  were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Alabama, 
respectively,  their  marriage  taking  place  in  the 
latter  State.  In  1844  they  emigrated  to  and  set- 
tled in  Union  County,  Ark.,  where  the  father,  who 
was  a physician,  practiced  his  profession  until  his 
death.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, and  was  agent  for  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in 
Alabama,  for  three  years.  Dr.  John  M.  McHenry 
was  reared  in  Union  County,  and  after  studying 
medicine  with  his  father,  entered  college  at  New 
Orleans,  in  1SG0,  and  took  one  course,  afterward 
taking  one  course  at  Richmond,  Va. , this  being 
during  the  war,  and  in  1 SOS  graduated  from  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Vanderbilt  University, 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.  In  1805  he  commenced  his 
practice  in  the  State  of  Florida,  then  returned  to 
his  old  home  in  Union  County.  Ark.,  and  here  has 
since  been.  He  was  married.  September  20,  1865, 
to  Miss  Georgia  V.  McNair,  of  Sumter  County, 
Fla.,  and  to  them  a family  of  eleven  children  have 
been  born:  Thomas  B.  (who  was  married,  in  1SS8, 
to  Miss  Lulu  "Warrick),  Martha  L.  (who  was  mar- 
ried, in  1887,  to  II.  M.  Deason,  a farmer  of  this 
county),  Panic  V. , Lillian  M..  John  M. , Blanche, 
Lionel  L.  (who  died  in  1SS9),  Nic.  B. . Robert  S. , 
William  B.  and  Clinton  E.  Dr.  McHenry  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , which  he  joined  in 
1865,  at  Normansville,  Fla.,  and  at  present  time 
holds  membership  in  Polk  Lodge,  in  Union  County. 
Ark.  He  is  a Democrat,  although  not  active,  and 
in  every  respect  is  a public-spirited  man.  He  has 
been  fairly  successful  in  the  accumulation  of 
worldly  goods,  and  is  at  present  the  owner  of  230 
acres  of  land,  forty  of  which  are  under  cultivation. 
During  the  war  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Com- 
pany A,  First  Arkansas  Regiment,  with  .which  he 
served  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  being  in  the 
first  battle  of  Manassas.  Shiloh.  Bragg's  raid  in 
Kentucky,  Murfreesboro,  Ckickamauga,  Johnston’s 
campaign  from  Dalton  to  Atlanta,  Jonesboro.  Per- 
ry ville,  Franklin  (in  which  battle  he  was  captured 
and  carried  to  Camp  Douglas.  III.,  being  released 
and  paroled  at  the  end  of  four  months).  He  re- 
ceived a liesh  wound  in  the  side,  at  Atlanta,  Ga., 
but  was  not  seriously  injured. 

Dr.  M.  A.  McHenry  is  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful practitioners  of  the  ‘‘  healing  art,”  in  Hillsboro, 


Ark.,  and  his  practice,  which  extends  over  a wide 
territory,  testifies  abundantly  to  his  ability.  He 
has  been  a resident  of  the  county  from  his  birth, 
which  occurred  on  February  1,  1855,  and  as  the 
people  of  this  locality  have  had  every  opportunity 
of  judging  of  his  character  and  capabilities,  he  is 
respected  and  esteemed  wherever  known.  He  is 
the  fourth  of  eleven  children  born  to  R.  P.  and  M. 
C.  (Williams)  McHenry,  the  location  of  the  AIc- 
Henrys  in  this  country  dating  from  the  settlement 
of  Fort  McHenry,  Md.  R.  P.  McHenry  was  born 
in  Alabama,  and  there  lived  until  he  reached  his 
majority,  but  at  that  time  took  up  his  residence  in 
Union  County,  Ark.,  where  he  was  one  of  the  very 
earliest  settlers.  Dr.  McHenry  remained  on  his 
father’s  farm  until  about  twenty  years  of  age,  then 
began  doing  for  himself  as  the  war  had  left  his 
parents  comparatively  poor.  He  then  spent  some 
time  in  teaching  school  and  following  the  plow, 
and  while  following  these  callings,  at  odd  moments 
he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a thorough  and  practical 
knowledge  of  the  ‘‘world  of  books.”  and  soon  ob- 
tained enough  means  to  enable  him  to  finish  his 
studies  at  the  State  University  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. 
In  1 882  he  completed  a course  in  the  Medical  Depart 
ment  of  the  University  of  Lousiana,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Hillsboro.  Ark.,  and  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  that  place  in  partnership  with 
Dr.  M.  L.  Jameson,  which  connection  was  dis- 
solved at  the  end  of  three  years  by  mutual  consent. 
Since  then  he  has  followed  his  calling  alone  and 
met  with,  excellent  success.  In  1885,  with  a 
cousin,  C.  P.  AfcIIenry,  bought  out.  the  mercantile 
interests  of  Dr.  M.  L.  Jameson,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  had  an  interest  in  the  firm  known  as 
C.  P.  McHenry  & Co.,  which  does  an  annual  busi- 
ness of  about  820,000,  the  stock  of  goods  averaging 
about  §7,000.  These  gentlemen  are  careful  and 
methodical  men  of  business,  making  close  collec- 
tions, which  in  1889  amounted  to  ninety  seven  per 
cent  of  the  amount  sold  on  credit.  Dr.  McHenry 
has  been  exceptionally  successful  in  the  accumula- 
tion of  worldly  goods,  and  is  now  owner  of  about 
1,240  acres  of  land,  of  which  175  are  in  a tillable 
state.  The  Doctor,  feeling  that  ‘‘it  was  not  good 
for  man  to  live  alone,”  was  married  in  1SS4  to 
Miss  Carrie  IV.  Holbrook,  a daughter  of  AT  A.  and 
L.  AI.  Holbrook,  and  a lady  of  fine  literary  and 
musical  attainments,  of  sterling  worth  and  heiress  of 
her  uncle.  Dr.  Goldsmith’s  estate.  To  them  have 
been  born  four  children:  (The  first  child  died 

shortly  after  its  birth),  Armand  G. , Carl  H. 
and  an  infant  not  yet  named.  The  Doctor  is  a 
Democrat,  and  although  president  of  the  Township 
and  Countv  Democratic  club,  he  does  not  take  an 
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active  part  in,  politics.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  since  1880,  and  from 
earliest  boyhood  has  been  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  South.  He  has  always  been 
a public-spirited  citizen,  is  liberal  in  his  contribu- 
tions to  worthy  enterprises,  is  kind  hearted  and 
has  ever  been  found  ready  to  extend  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  to  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact. 

Mirrabeau  13.  MeMurrain,  farmer.  El  Dorado, 
Ark.  Mr.  MeMurrain,  a prominent  farmer  of  El 
Dorado  Township,  was  born  in  Bibb  County,  Ga. . 
in  1832,  and  his  early  impressions  were  at  once 
directed  toward  the  channels  of  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  was  the  sixth  of  nine  children  born  to 
John  and  Liddie  (.Pool)  MeMurrain,  and  the 
grandson  of  David  MeMurrain.  who  died  in 
1848  at  the  great  age  of  one  hundred  and  six 
years.  The  latter  served  during  the  entire 
time  of  the  Revolutionary  War  and  was  a farmer, 
tilling  the  soil  until  his  death.  He  was  of 
Scotch  descent.  On  the  mother's  side  the  peo- 
ple were  long  lived  also.  The  father  followed 
farming  all  his  life,  and  was  very  successful  in  this 
occupation.  He  died  in  1851.  He  was  a strong 
Whig  in  politics.  Mirrabeau  B.  AtcMurrain  as- 
sisted on  the  farm  in  his  youth  and  received  but  a 
limited  education.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Xoneie  Fulton,  a native  of 
Georgia,  and  he  afterward  bought  a farm  which  he 
carried  on  for  some  time.  In  1853  Mrs.  MeMur- 
rain died,  and  her  child  died  about  the  same  time. 
Mr.  MeMurrain’ s second  marriage  took  place  in 
Georgia,  in  1854.  to  Miss  Amanda  Bos  worth,  and 
in  185S  he  sold  his  farm  and  emigrated  to  Arkan- 
sas, settling  in  Union  County,  where  he  bought  a 
farm  of  GOO  acres  near  Hillsboro.  This  was  a wild 
tract  of  land,  and  Mr.  MeMurrain  at  once  began 
clearing  and  cultivating,  soon  having  100  acres 
cleared  and  a good  house  erected.  At  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  D, 
Pleasant's  regiment,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  serving  for  four 
years  and  twenty  days.  In  1870  he  sold  his  farm 
and  moved  to  Sevier  County,  where  he  bought  300 
acres  of  improved  land.  There  he  resided  until 
1S81,  and  during  this  time  his  second  wife  died. 
They  were  the  parents  of  tive  children:  Henrietta 
Lula  (wife  of  Samuel  Sparks,  and  resides  in  Sevier 
County),  Emia  Ophelia  (died  in  1858),  Fannie 
(wife  of  John  Langford,  of  El  Dorado).  Mirrabeau 
L.  (resides  in  Union  County),  Alice  (who  died  in 
1879,  at  the  age  of  eleven  years),  and  Minio  Lee 
(born  November  29.  18/1,  now  with  her  parents). 
In  1881  Mr.  MeMurrain  returned  to  Union  Count  v. 


where  he  married  Miss  Mattie  Ingram,  a native  of 
Alabama,  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Ingram, 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Union  County.  The  farm 
of  310  acres  on  which  Mr.  MeMurrain  now  resides 
is  situated  three  miles  from  El  Dorado,  and  he  has 
100  acres  under  cultivation.  The  improvements 
on  his  place  are  of  a good  order,  and  are  kept  in 
good  condition.  He  has  an  excellent  orchard,  a 
tine  vineyard,  and  raises  a great  deal  of  cotton. 
By  his  union  with  his  third  wife,  Mr.  MeMurrain 
became  the  father  of  one  child.  Ruby  Hastletme. 
Mr.  MeMurrain  became  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  in  1859,  and  is  now  a member  of  the 
i El  Dorado  Lodge  No.  13.  in  which  he  has  never 
held  any  office.  He  is  quite  active  in  church  and 
school  matters. 

J.  C.  Massey,  planter.  New  London,  Ark.  Mr. 
j Massey  has  been  identified  with  the  agricultural 
i affairs  of  the  county  for  many  years,  and  his  farm- 
ing operations  are  conducted  in  a manner  iudiea- 
j tive  of  a progressive,  thorough  tiller  or  the  soil. 

! He  is  the  fifth  of  eight  children  born  to  the  mar- 
j riage  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Moore)  Massey,  both 
natives  of  the  Palmetto  State.  The  father  was 
born  in  1801  and  emigrated  with  his  parents  to 
I Tennessee,  but  later  went  to  Mississippi,  where  he 
selected  Miss  Moore  as  his  companion  in  life. 
Their  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  the  follow- 
1 ing  children:  Quitman  (deceased).  Marion  (de- 
ceased), George  (deceased),  Alex,  Marshall  (de- 
ceased ), Thomas  ( deceased ),  and  (Matilda  ( deceased ). 
In  1872  the  father  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  resided 
with  his  soil.  J.  C.,  for  two  years,  and  then  went 
to  Hope,  Ark.,  where  he  made  his  home  with  his 
daughter  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  IS  <8. 
He  was  an  active,  enterprising  man,  and  one  re- 
; speeded  for  his  straight  forward  course.  He  was  a 
I member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  Mrs.  Massey 
i was  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

! J.  C.  Massey  was  educated  in  Louisiana,  and  in 
| 1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  Com- 
pany G.  Third  Arkansas  Regiment,  under  Capt.  J. 

; W.  Ready.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  Wilderness,  Fredericksburg.  Sharpsburg 
and  Darbytown.  He  was  wounded  October  /. 

1864.  by  a ball  passing  through  his  right  thigh 
and  fracturing  the  bone,  was  taken  to  the  hospital 
at  Richmond,  Ya. , where  he  remained  until  Au- 
gust 9.  1865.  He  then  returned  home  September  4. 

1865,  and  attended  school  for  some  time,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  farming.  On  December  13. 
1869,  he  married  Miss  Melvina  Perry,  a native  of 
Arkansas,  and  to  them  have  been  born  the  follow- 
ing interesting  children:  Edgar  L. . George  C.. 
(Mary  A.*  (deceased),  and  John  H.  The  three  now 
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living  reside  at  borne.  Mr.  Massey  has  always 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  aud  is  the  owner  of 
100  acres  of  land  with  forty  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  h as  his  farm  well  stocked,  and  is  progressive 
and  thorough  in  all  his  enterprises.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  young  men's  political  club.  Mrs.  Mas- 
sey is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Hon.  Benjamin  R.  Matthews,  an  old  citizen,  a 
prominent  farmer,  and  at  present  proprietor  of 
Matthew’s  livery  stable  at  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  was 
born  in  Georgia,  in  1821,  and  was  the  second  child 
in  a family  of  ten  children  born  to  Loderick  and 
Mary  (Harrell)  Matthews,  the  parents  natives  of  j 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  respectively.  A 
number  of  the  relatives  of  the  father's  side  were 
soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  grand- 
father and  two  brothers  came  to  America  in  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  are  the 
origin  of  all  the  Matthews  who  spell  their  name  in 
a similar  manner  in  this  country.  The  mother's 
parents  were  wealthy  and  influential  citizens  of 
Twiggs  County,  Ga.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
left  Georgia  in  1883,  emigrated  to  Alabama,  and 
settled  in  Russell  County,  where  the  father  culti- 
vated the  soil  for  eleven  years.  They  then  moved 
to  Arkansas,  settled  in  Union  County  and  became 
the  owners  of  1,200  acres  of  land  situated  three 
miles  north  of  El  Dorado.  Mr.  Matthews  cleared 
i 1,000  acres  of  this  land  and  was  one  of  the  most 
; extensive  planters  of  that  time.  He  was  deeply 
interested  in  religious  matters  and  was  a erenerous 
contributor  to  all  public  work.  In  politics  he  was 
an  able  adviser  and  counselor  in  his  party  and  held 
j the  patronage  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  1 So  1 
he  went  to  the  Lone  Star  State  and  there  died  in 
1858.  Benjamin  R.  Matthews’  early  youth  was 
passed  in  Georgia,  but  he  finished  his  growth  in 
Alabama.  On  account  of  an  injury  to  his  right  eye 
and  that  his  father  was  a frontiersman,  he  received 
but  a limited  education  in  youth,  but  when  about 
twenty  one  years  of  age  he  determined  to  improve 
his  mind,  aud  by  dint  of  hard  work  and  applica- 
tion, he  succeeded  in  securing  an  amply  able  edu 
cation  for  ail  practicable  purposes.  In  1843,  at 
the  request  of  his  father,  he  came  to  Arkansas 
and  brought  hands  to  open  a large  farm.  In  this 
he  was  successful,  and  the  next  year  he  was  joined 
by  his  father.  In  IS 40  lie  was  elected  clerk  of 
Union  County,  and  held  this  office  for  seven  rears, 
as  principal  and  deputy,  and  for  many  years  was 
called  upon  by  various  clerks  to  assist  them  during 
term  time.  After  this  he  returned  to  his  farm,  and 
for  two  years  managed  his  father’s  estate  after 
which  he  sent  his  hands  to  Texas  and  carried  on 
i agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  farm.  In  1854 


| he  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  from  Union 
' Countv,  and  was  an  influential  member  there.  In 
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; 1801  lie  was  appointed  county  judge  to  fill  a va- 
i cancy.  Previous  to  this,  in  1855,  he,  in  partner- 
ship with  E.  \V.  Wright  and  A.  I.  Morgan,  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  at  El  Dorado,  under  the 
firm  title  of  Matthews,  Morgan  & Co.,  and  they 
j first  purchased  a stock  of  goods  in  New  York, 
which  amounted  to  §20,000,  all  cash.  Until  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  they  did  the  most  extensive 
business  in  El  Dorado.  Mr.  Morgan  and  our  sub- 
ject raised  the  first  company  of  soldiers  for  the 
Confederate  army  from  Union  County,  and  Mr. 
-Morgan  went  out  as  captain  of  the  same.  Mr. 
Matthews  remained,  at  the  desire  of  all,  to  close 
the  business  and  control  their  slaves.  In  1862  he 
enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  I,  Nineteenth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  was  elected  captain  on  or- 
ganization. He  was  at  Fort  Pillow7,  then  at  Farm- 
ington, where  he  was  so  sick  that  he  wras  carried 
off  the  field  arid  taken  to  a hospital  in  Mississippi. 
At  the  reorganization  of  the  command  he  wras  re- 
ported dead  and  his  office  was  filled.  On  his  return 
he  was  assigned  to  the  quartermaster  department, 
and  at  the  organization  of  the  Trans-Mississippi, 
Department,  served  in  that  for  some  time.  In 
1864  he  went  to  Texas  in  charge  of  cattle,  and  re- 
mained in  that  State  until  the  surrender  On 
his  return  he  found  his  wife  about  to  harvest 
twenty  acres  of  wheat,  and  this  he  ground  in  his 
i own  mill,  selling  all  the  surplus  for  10  cents  a 
pound.  At  this  time  he  took  a great  interest  in 
free  school’s,  was  one  of  the  first,  directors  of  El 
Dorado,  and  did  much  to  advance  the  cause.  In 
1883  he  started  his  present  livery  and  feed  stable 
which  is  now  well  stocked  and  supplied.  Mr. 
Matthews  was  married  in  March.  1852,  to  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Wright,  daughter  of  Maj.  Ed  W . 
Wright  [see  sketch).  Mrs.  Matthews  was  a noble 
woman,  a true  Christian,  and  worked  faithfully 
and  energetically  in  all  church  matters.  She  died 
on  December  10,  1884,  at  Camden,  where  she  was 
buried.  To  this  union  were  born  eight  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  time: 
Martha  IV.  (wife  of  E.  L.  Greening,  a cotton 
buyer  at  Camden),  Loderick  (a  commercial  mer- 
chant), Edward  \V.  (married  and  resides  in  Texas, 
is  a drummer),  Henry  C.  (deceased),  Benjamin 
Rush  (deceased),  George  Wright  (died  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years),  Catherine  Crowell  (wife  of 
Lord  Harleston,  and  resides  on  the  old  farm.  Mr. 
Harleston  is  a postal  clerk  on  the  Cotton  Belt,  and 
Hugh  D.  resides  at  home.  Mr.  Matthews  joined 
the  Baptist  Church  in  1833,  and  has  held  member- 
ship ever  since.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
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I Masonic  fraternity  since  1842.  and  is  now  a member 
of  El  Dorado  Lodge  No.  13,  in  which  he  has  held 
the  office  of  secretary.  He  is  also  a member  of 
I Chapter  No.  35.  He  was  elected  mayor  of  El 
Dorado  in  April,  1890,  enforces  the  laws  and  makes 
a good  officer.  He  is  a worthy  citizen  and  a much 
esteemed  one. 

C.  C.  Mayfield,  farmer  and  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Mayfield  Bros.,  was  originally  from  Saline 
County,  Ark.,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  1-848, 
and  is  the  third  of  eight  children  born  to  Andrew 
J.  and  Rachel  Brazziel  (Cobb)  Mayfield  [see  sketch 
preceding  this].  C.  C.  Mayfield  was  taught  the 
duties  of  the  farm  in  his  boyhood,  and  received 
his  education  in  tiie  common  schools.  When 
twenty  one  years  of  age  he  began  clerking  for 
Morgan  & Ross,  with  whom  he  remained  three  years, 
and  then  returned  to  tilling  the  soil,  which  he  has 
since  carried  on.  He  was  married  in  December, 

| 1872.  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Morgan,  the  daughter  of 

G.  M.  Morgan  [see  sketch],  and  to  this  union  was 
: born  one  child,  Josie  E.  Mr.  Mayfield’s  present 

! farm,  consisting  of  240  acres  near  Caledonia,  is  a fine 
tract  of  land,  and  he  has  125  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, most  of  which  he  has  cleared  himself.  He 
raises  about  one-half  bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre, 
has  a small  orchard,  and  raises  some  fine  stock. 
He  is  quite  active  in  church  and  school  matters, 
and,  in  fact,  is  interested  in  all  affairs  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  the  community.  He  is  a first- 
class  farmer,  a good  business  man  and  an  excellent 
citizen.  Social!)'  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

Hugh  A.  Mayfield,  miller  and  ginner,  Caledo- 
nia, Ark.  Mr.  Mayfield,  a prominent  miller  and 
ginner  of  the  firm  of  Mayfield  Bios.,  at  Caledonia, 
i is  a native  of  this  county,  his  birth  occurring  near 
the  town  of  Caledonia  in  1858.  Brought  up  to  the 
arduous  duties  of  the  farm  and  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schpols,  Mr.  Mayfield  started  out  for  himself 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  by  following  the  occu- 
pation to  which  he  had  been  reared.  He  farmed  for 
eight  years,  and  during  this  time  was  married  to 
Miss  Julia  Meek,  a native  of  this  county  and 
daughter  of  James  M.  Meek,  who  was  another  old 
settler  here.  In  1880,  in  company  with  H.  Cobb. 
Mr.  Mayfield  embarked  in  the  mercantile  trade  at 
Caledonia  and  continued  the  same  for  four  years, 
after  which  he  sold  out  to  Dr.  Hale.  In  1880,  in 
company  with  his  brothers,  Mr.  Mayfield  erected 
their  present  plant  of  saw  and  grist  mill  and  gin.  the 
latter  having  a capacity  of  a bale  an  hour.  In  the 
season  of  1889  they  ginned  285  bales.  The  saw- 
mill has  a capacity  of  6,000  feet  daily,  and  the 
firm  have  more  work  than  they  can  do.  Their  gin 


house  is  a large  frame  building,  with  a Plnenix 
Gin  arid  a Southern  Standard  Press.  . Mr.  Mayfield 
owns  a farm  of  eighty  acres,  has  twenty-five  acres 
under  cultivation,  and  owns  a dwelling  in  town, 
besides  considerable  other  town  property.  The 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mayfield  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  three  interesting  children:  Andrew 
Meek,  Percy  Whortou  and  James  Mi  non.  Mr. 

Mayfield  is  a public-spirited  citizen,  is  interested 
in  school  matters,  and  the  family  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  His  parents,  Andrew  Jackson 
and  Rachel  B.  (Cobb)  Mayfield,  were  natives  of 
Alabama.  The  parents  were  married  in  that  State, 
and  Andrew  J.  Mayfield  came  with  his  wife's  peo- 
ple to  Arkansas  and  settled  in  Caledonia.  He  fob 
lowed  farming  and  bought  a tract  of  220  acres,  on 
which,  however,  he  lived  but  a short  time,  his 
death  occurring  in  1859.  Of  the  eight  children 
born  to  his  marriage  the  following  are  now  living: 
Sarah  Ann  (widow  of  Martin  Harper,  resides  in 
Cass  County,  Tex.),  S.  J.  (resides  in  Caledonia) 
and  Rachel  E.  (wife  of  Andrew  Cole,  resides  in  Lou- 
isiana). The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
came  to  Arkansas  from  Alabama  at  an  early  day. 
settled  near  Caledonia,  and  there  he  has  many 
descendants  living  at  the  present  time. 

Richard  A.  J.  Moore  although  now  a well-known 
resident  of  Union  County.  Ark.,  was  born  in  Perry 
County,  Ala.,  on  June  12,  1831.  and  in  1845  was 
brought  to  Arkansas  by  his  parents.  Alexander  and 
Lydia  (Tubb)  Moore,  whose  native  State  was  South 
Carolina.  In  1856.  when  sixty- nine  years  of  age. 
the  father  passed  from  life,  the  mother’s  death  oc 
curring  in  1864.  at  the  age  of  sixty  nine  years. 
The  former  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  was 
a Democrat  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Rich- 
ard A.  J.  Moore  was  the  ninth  of  their  ten  children, 
and  was  principally  reared  in  Union  County,  where 
he  obtained  a good-  practical  English  education  in 
the  country  schools.  His  occupation  has  been 
farming  since  bis  twentv  second  year,  and  he  now 
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owns  about  1.700  acres  of  land,  some  200  acres 
being  under  cultivation,  yielding  the  average 
amount  of  grain.  A considerable  portion  of  his 
land  is  heavily  covered  with  fine  timber,  such  as 
walnut,  oak,  pine,  hickory,  etc.  Miss  Sarah  M. . 
the  daughter  of  William  G.  and  Amanda  (Neal) 
Gresham,  became  his  wife  in  1S54,  and  to  them 
this  family  was  born:  Susan  I..  William  A.,  Ella  J 
(who  died  in  1887),  Richard  P. . Lydia  A.,  Sophro 
nia  E-,  Robert  E.  L.  and  John  A.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  1875,  mourned  not  only  by 
her  immediate  family,  but  by  all  who  knew  her. 
In  1862  NIi'.  Moore  joined  the  Confederate  arrnv 
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as  a private,  but  was  soon  promoted  to  sergeant,  in 
Company  I,  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and 
served  with  the  same  until  after  the  fall  of  Vicks- 
burg when  he  was  transferred  to  Harrison’s  cavalry, 
and  served  in  the  same  capacity  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  was  in  numerous  battles,  in  which  may 
be  mentioned  Corinth,  Baker’s  Creek,  Big  Black. 
Grand  Gulf  and  numerous  others.  He  was  wound- 
ed at  Corinth,  receiving  a shot  in  his  right  leg, 
which  was  quite  serious  and  still  causes  him  much 
trouble  at  times.  He  returned  to  his  home  in  Ar- 
kansas after  the  war  was  over,  resumed  the  occu- 
pation of  farming,  and  has  since  taken  an  active 
part  in  politics,  being  a stanch  Democrat,  He 
joined  the  Masons  in  1856,  is  a member  of  the 
Wheel,  and  since  1850  has  been  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

George  AY.  Moore  is  a merchant  of  Three 
Creeks,  Ark.,  and  for  the  past  twenty- four  years 
has  ably  represented  this  calling  in  Union  County. 
He  was  born  in  Perry  County.  Ala.,  January  22. 
1842,  being  the  second  of  twelve  children  born  to 
4Y.  G.  and  Susan  F.  (Brown)  Moore,  who  were 
born  in  Alabama,  and  moved  to  Union  County,  in 
1848,  where  they  settled  permanently.  The 
father,  although  not  an  active  politician,  usually 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  socially  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  became 
quite  wealthy,  and  died  about  1864,  at  the  age  of 
fifty  years,  an  earnest  member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  His  son.  George  AY. , was  reared 
to  manhood  in  Union  County,  receiving  the  advan- 
tages of  the  common  schools,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years  he  commenced  doing  for  him-- 
self,  opening  a mercantile  establishment,  which 
calling  has  since  received  his  attention.  His  stock 
is  valued  at  about  8(3,000.  and  his  annual  sales 
amount  to  about  $10,000,  and  by  the  successful 
management  of  his  business  he  has  become  the 
owner  of  about  3,000  acres  of  land.  2,000  being  in 
Arkansas  and  1,000  in  Texas.  500  being  under 
cultivation,  which  he  rents  at  about  $3  per  acre, 
and  a beautiful  residence  in  Dallas,  Tex.,  worth 
$10,000.  He  is  a married  man,  his  wife  being 
Miss  I.  K.  Godley.  whom  he  married  in  1862.-  a 
daughter  of  J.  L.  Godley,  of  Louisiana,  and  to 
them  five  children  have  been  born,  four  now  living: 
Mattie,  Georgia  B. , Julius  S.  and  Lucile.  Air. 
Moore  served  as  a private  in  Company  G.  Third 
Arkansas  Regiment,  enlisting  in  1861,  and  was  on 
active  duty  until  the  close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in 
the  battles  of  Chickamauga,  Wilderness,  Gettysburg 
and  tire  engao-ements  around  Richmond.  Air.  Aloore 
is  a Democrat,  and  since  1864  has  been' a member 
of  the  A.  F.  & A.  AT.  and  since  1860  an  earnest 


and  consistent  member  of  the  Alissiouary  Baptist 
Church. 

Hon.  -Jesse  B.  Aloore,  lawyer,  El  Dorado. 
Ark.  Mr.  Aloore  is  a man  who  is  steadily  and 
♦surely  making  his  way  to  the  front  in  the  profes- 
sion of  law.  and  as  a prominent  and  useful  citizen. 
Of  thorough  education,  a close  student  of  and  well 
versed  in  law.  he  has  at  the  same  time,  to  a more 
than  ordinary  degree,  the  natural  attributes  essen- 
tial to  a successful  career  at  the  bar  and  in  public. 
He  was  born  in  Union  County.  Ark.,  in  December, 
1848,  and  was  the  son  of  AVilliam  G.  and  Susan 
(Brown)  Aloore.  natives  of  North  Carolina  and 
Alabama,  respectively.  The  father  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Alabama  until  1848.  after 
which  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  in  Union 
County,  where  he  at  once  purchased  400  acres  of 
land.  To  this  he  added  rapidly  much  more  until 
his  farm  embraced  1.000  acres  of  cleared  land, 
and  he  owned  altogether  about  3,000  acres.  He 
was  one  of  Union  County’s  largest  planters  for 
many  years,  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  was  a generous  and  liberal  contributor  to  all 
worthy  enterprises.  The  mother  died  in  18(3/. 
They  had  two  sons  in  the  Confederate  army, 
George  AY.  and  James  A.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  of  Irish  descent  and  the 
maternal  grandfather  of  Scotch.  Jesse  B.  Aloore 
became  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the 
farm  in  youth,  attended  the  school  at  home  and 
after  the  war.  by  his  own  exertions,  he  earned  the 
money  to  pay  his  way  through  the  Southern  Uni- 
versity, at  Greensboro,  Ala.  He  left  school  in 
1873.  returned  to  Union  County  and  taught  school 
until  the  summer  of  1874,  when  he  was  elected  as 
one  of  the  representatives  from  Union  County, 
when  only  twenty- four  years  of  age.  During  the 
recess  of  this  session  he  entered  the  law  school  at 
Lebanon.  Tenn. . and  in  the  spring  of  1876  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  El  Dorado,  where  he  has 
been  in  practice  ever  since.  During  1876  and  18/7 
he  served  as  county  examiner  of  this  county  and 
probate  judge.  He  has  since  applied  himself 
studiously  to  his  profession,  and  is  a leading  prac- 
titioner of  this  county.  His  prominent  charac- 
teristics are  an  acute  sense  of  honor,  unquestioned 
integrity,  and  singular  fairness  and  liberality,  a 
mind  just  and  liberal,  and  generous  of  heart  and 
character.  At  the  administrator's  sale  of  liis 
father’s  estate.  Air.  Aloore  purchased  3,300  acres 
of  the  estate,  and  this  he  has  siuce  rented  and 
from  time  to  time  sold  off  portious  until  at  present 
he  owns  about  1.10  ) acres.  300  of  which  are  under 
cultivation,  the  balance  being  in  good  timber.  In 
1878  Alt.  Aloore  was  married  to  Aliss  Lizzie 
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Miles,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  Miles,  who  was 
a very  wealthy  man  and  who  died  in  Texas  dur- 
ing the  war.  One  of  his  sons.  Albert  B.  Aides, 
was  surgeon  in  charge  of  Charity  Hospital,  New 
Orleans.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Aloore  were  born  four 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Albert  B. . 

Lillie  B. , Jesse  W.,and  W illiam  Franklin.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In 
1SSS  Air.  Aloore  bought  one  half  block  of  property 
in  Little  Bock,  and  in  1887  he  made  quite  exten- 
sive investments  in  both  Fort  Smith  and  Haggard 
City. 

G.  AI.  Alorgau,  an  old  and  influential  citizen  of 
Caledonia,  whose  name  is  not  unfamiliar  to  the 
people  of  Union  County,  was  born  in  Aloore  County, 
N.  C. , in  1823,  and  is  the  second  of  six  children, 
born  to  W.  AY.  and  Elizabeth  (Aloore)  Alorgan,  na- 
tives of  Virginia.  A number  of  the  Alorgan  family 
who  were  living  at  the  time  were  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutionary  AYar.  YY.  AY.  Alorgan  moved  to 
i North  Carolina  in  1819,  followed  merchandising 
for  some  time  and  later  was  a successful  teacher 
in  Alabama,  whither  he  had  moved  ‘in  1S39.  He 
made  that  State  bis  home  until  his  death  in  1842. 
The  mother  died  in  1845.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents were  early  settlers  of  North  Carolina,  and 
from  this  family,  Aloore  County  of  that  State  was 
named.  G.  AI.  Alorgan  spent  his  youth  until 
fifteen  years  of  age  in  North  Carolina,  where  he 
| attended  school  until  his  removal  with  his  parents 
to  Alabama.  Alter  reaching  that  State  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  until  1853,  and  made  a 
success  of  the  same,  his  farming  operations  being 
all  conducted  on  first-class  principles.  Previous 
to  the  last  mentioned  date  Air.  Alorgan  had  mar- 
ried (in  1847)  Miss  Luquincy  Alelton,  and  im- 
mediately after  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  locating  in 
Union  County,  near  Hillsboro,  where  he  bought 
160  acres  of  land.  He  remained  on  this  but  two 
years  and  then  removed  to  Louisiana,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  until  1858.  After  this  he  moved  to 
Caledonia.  Union  County,  Ark.,  where  he  irnmedi 
ately  began  merchandising,  and  followed  this  until 
IS  <5,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  during  the 
war.  In  1S77  his  wife  died  and  left  four  children, 
all  grown:  F.  E.  (a  physician  and  resident  of 
Stephens,  Ouachita  County).  Alartha  J.  (resides 
in  this  county,  and  is  the  wife  of  S.  AY.  Cobb), 
Sarah  E.  (resides  in  Caledonia,  and  is  the  wife  of 
C.  C.  Mayfield),  and  Joan,  who  was  the  wife  of 
AY.  S.  Aleek.  and  who  died  in  1888,  leaving  five 
children).  Air.  Alorgan  was  married,  the  second 
time,  to  Aliss  Elizabeth  AI.  Lauderdale,  a native  of 
Alabama.  In  1866  Air.  Alorgan  bought  his  pres 
ent  farm  at  Caledonia,  consisting  of  200  acres, 


with  125  acres  uuder  cultivation,  and  of  this  he 
has  cleared  about  eighty  acres.  In  addition  to  this 
he  is  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  good  timber.  He 
and  first  wife  and  children  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  but  his  present  wife  is  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  AI)'.  Alorgau  is  active 
in  politics,  and  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  Central  Committee  of  the  county.  He 
has  always  been  a leader  in  school  matters,  favors 
every  good  movement,  and  the  respect  and  esteem 
shown  him  is  as  wide  as  his  acquaintance.  He 
has  aided  all  of  his  children  financially,  and  they 
are  all  doing  well. 

Ferdinand  La  Fayette  Neal,  postmaster,  El 
Dorado,  Ark.  Among  the  many  prominent  men 
and  pioneers  of  El  Dorado,  Union  County,  stands 
the  name  of  Ferdinand  La  Fayette  Neal,  who  was 
born  in  Autauga.  County,  Ala.,  in  1827,  and  who 
is  now  one  of  the  much  respected  and  esteemed 
residents  of  El  Dorado.  He  was  the  fourth  son  of 
fourteen  children,  born  to  Ferdinand  and  Alillie 
(Neal,  nee  AA’hite)  Neal,  natives  of  Georgia,  where 
the  father  carried  on  farming  for  many  years,  or 
until  1836,  when  his  death  occurred.  The  mother 
married  the  second  time,  in  1838,  to  John  H 
Pearce,  and  almost  immediately  started  for  Arkan- 
sas, making  the  trip  by  steamboat,  and  reaching 
Ecore  Fabre  (now  Camden)  in  the  winter  of 
1838.  During  the  winter  of  his  arrival  at  Ecore 
Fabre,  our  subject  attended  a country  school 
about  ten  miles  distant,  and  in  1840  moved  with 
his  mother,  to  Union  County,  Ark.,  settling  five 
miles  west  of  El  Dorado,  where  she  bought  out 
the  claim  of  live  settlers,  about  800  acres  in  all. 
She  died  in  January.  1844,  and  the  children  came 
into  possession  of  this  property.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Joel  Neal,  was  a farmer  of  AVarren 
County,  Ga.,  and  lived  and  died  in  the  same 
county.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Jesse  White, 
was  a A irginian  by  birth,  but  a very  early  settler 
of  Georgia.  At  an  early  day  he  emigrated  to  Ala- 
bama and  made  a settlement  on  the  site  of  the 
present  city  of  Alontgomery,  where  he  remained 
but  a short  time,  and  then  went  down  the  river  to 
an  adjoining  county — Autauga.  There  he  opened 
up  a large  farm  and  made  a large  fortune  in  farm- 
ing, running  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred about  1836,  100  plows.  Ferdinand  L. 
Neal  was  sent  east  to  school,  attended  the  Cen- 
tral Seminary  at  Autauga  County,  Ala.,  in  1841 
and  1842.  and  then  in  1843  returned  and  finished 
his  education  under  the  instruction  of  his  brother. 
After  his  mother's  death,  in  1844.  he  entered  the 
employ  of  A.  C.  L.  Hill,  a merchant  at  Cliam- 
pagnolle  and  the  land  receiver  of  this  place,  Albert 
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Rust  was  a partner  in  .the  business,  and  had  his 
office  in  the  store.  Much  of  the  duty  of  that  office 
devolved  on  Mr.  Neal,  and  during  the  summer  of 
1841-45  he  carried  the  chain  to  correct  the  sur- 
veys of  this  part  of  the  county.  This  country 
store  was  a post  office  with  a mail  once  a week, 
and  Mr.  Neal  also  attended  to  the  duties  of  this 
office.  Although  cotton  was  then  as  now.  the 
staple  article  of  production  and  commerce,  many 
people  spent  much  time  in  hunting  and  trapping, 
so  that  furs  and  peltries  were  handled  in  large 
quantities  by  the  iirm  for  which  Mr.  Neal  was  em- 
ployed at  that  time.  In  1847  he  came  to  El  Do 
rado  and  sold  goods  in  the  first  framed  house 
erected  in  that  place.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  engaged  with  a 
wholesale  grocer  there,  and  the  next  year  bought 
a steamboat,  after  which  he  engaged  in  boating  on 
the  Ouachita  River  from  New  Orleans  to  Camden. 
In  collision  with  another  boat,  his  was  sunk,  and 
they  chartered  another  and  remained  in  the  busi- 
ness for  about  a year,  three  years  altogether.  In 
1851  he  went  to  California,  engaged  with  James 
Blair  in  a steamboat  office,  and  later  joined  the 
Walker  expedition  to  Central  America,  gave  him 
self  up  to  Maj.  Hancock  (later  general),  was  tried  i 
and  acquitted.  He  then  went  up  the  Sacramento 
Kiver,  engaged  in  merchandising,  and  later  was 
in  the  transportation  business  with  mules  overland 
to  the  mines.  He  also  ran  a store  at  Marysville, 
suffered  a loss  by  tire  in  1853.  and  then,  in  1854, 
returned  to  Arkansas,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
merchandising  at  Miller's  Bluff,  and  was  also  in 
the  timber  and  stave  business  until  1858.  At  that 
date  he  was  married  to  Miss  Maggie  L.  Brown.,  a 
daughter  of  Warner  Brown,  a pioneer  of  this 
county,  from  Alabama.  In  1801  Mr.  Neal  en- 
listed in  Company  F.  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Regi- 
ment was  soon  appointed  quartermaster-sergeant, 
and  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Pillow  became  quarter- 
master. He  was  at  Vicksburg  at  the  time  of  the 
surrender  of  that  place,  and  then  came  home. 
After  a time  he  was  again  on  duty  as  quartermas- 
ter of  an  engineer  corps,  and  remained  in  that 
capacity  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  surren- 
dered on  the  Red  Kiver,  after  which  he  returned 
home,  and  in  1805  began  business  at  Three  Creeks, 
this  county.  In  18014  he  began  tilling  the  soil  on 
a farm  he  owns  in  Jackson  Township,  consisting 
of  320  acres,  with  75  acres  under  cultivation. 
This  is  an  excellent  stock  farm.  In  1880  Mr. 
Neal  was  elected  county  judge  and  so  great  was 
his  popularity  that  he  was  again  elected  in  1880. 
In  December,  1880,  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  El  Dorado.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neal  were  born 


fifteen  children,  ten  of  whom  are  living:  The 
eldest  died  unnamed,  Millie  (wife  of  J.  T.  Me 
Cowery,  resides  in  this  county),  Joel,  Kate,  an  in- 
j fant  son  died  unnamed,  Lucy,  Mary,  Paul  (died  at 
the  ageof  eight  years),  Sula,  Matilda,  Carrie,  Pattie 
and  Ferdinand  L.,  Jr.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Neal  has  always 
J been  active  and  prominent  in  county  affairs,  is  a 
I man  of  education  and  one  of  good  business  ability, 
and  is  social  and  agreeable  with  all  he  meets. 

J.  IV.  Newsom,  farmer,  El  Dorado.  Ark.  In 
his  farming  operations  in  this  county  Mr.  Newsom 
( lias  pursued  progressive  and  enterprising  princi- 
| pies,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  substantial  and 
thoroughgoing  men  of  the  county.  Of  the  ten 
children  born  to  his  parents,  William  and  Sarah 
(Gullage)  Newsom,  he  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 
The  parents  were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  where 
the  father  followed  farming  until  his  death  in 
1808.  J.  IV.  Newsom,  like  the  average  country 
boy,  assisted  his  father  in  the  duties  on  the  farm 
and  attended  the  common  schools,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  In  1864 
he  enlisted  in  a company  of  the  Confederate  army, 
to  serve  in  a boys’  company,  and  was  in  the  battle 
of  Bellefield,  Ya. . where  they  were  victorious. 
They  served  in  North  Carolina,  mostly  around 
Weldon,  and  our  subject  was  taken  sick  and  sent 
to  the  hospital,  where  he  remained  until  after  the 
surrender.  After  the  war  he  remained  in  North 
! Carolina  until  1809.  Previous  to  this,  in  1865.  he 
| was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  F.  Caison,  a native  of 
| North  Carolina,  who  died  October  17.  1887,  leav- 
| ing  ten  children,  all  but  one  living:  William  J. 
(married  and  resides  in  this  county).  Christina  I. 
(wife  of  T.  Rowland,  resides  in  this  county  ),  Ber- 
tha I.  (married,  and  died  May  9,  1889),  Robert, 
Anna,  Rella  Rosalia,  Sarah  Frances,  Callie  Cor- 
nelia. Ada  Rachel  and  George  Washington.  In 
1 869  Mr.  Newsom  came  to  Arkansas,  and  settled 
twelve  miles  northeast  of  El  Dorado,  where  he  re- 
mained for  one  year,  and  then  moved  five  miles 
southeast  of  El  Dorado,  where  ho  remained  for 
one  year.  In  1872  he  bought  a farm  of  120  acres 
t of  slightly  improved  land,  remained  there  three 
years,  and  then  sold  out  and  bought  a tract  of 
eighty  acres  in  the  woods  eight  miles  south  of  El 
Dorado.  On  this  he  at  once  began  to  make  im- 
provements, erected  good  buildings,  etc.,  and  ad 
ded  to  the  laud  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  has 
400  acres  in  the  home  tract  280  acres  near  Hills- 
boro. and  150  acres  under  cultivation.  The  bal- 
ance is  covered  with  good  timber.  He  does  gen- 
eral farming,  mostly  corn  and  cotton,  and  makes 
ab  lit  a half  bale  of  cotton  and  fifteen  bushels  of 
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corn  to  the  acre.  He  is  also  engaged  to  some  ex 
tent  in  stock-raising.  On  March  14.  1SS8,  Mr. 
Newsom  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Frances  Scrog- 
gins, a native  of  this  county,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Lillie  May.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Newsom  was  director 
of  the  schools  of  his  district  for  many  years,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  educational  matters. 
Mrs.  Newsom  is  an  old  school  teacher  of  this 
county,  and  is  still  engaged  in  teaching  a private 
school  at  home. 

Gilmer  S.  Norman,  planter  and  merchant.  New 
Loudon,  Ark.  In  the  capacity  of  farmer  and 
merchant  Mr.  Norman  has  been  unusually  success- 
ful, and  he  is  now  in  possession  of  a tine  prop 
erty,  the  result  of  honest  industry  and  perseve- 
rance. Born  in  Bibb  County,  Ga. , on  January  31. 
1834,  he  is  the  son  of  William  S.  and  Martha  A. 
(Watts)  Norman,  both  natives,  also,  of  Georgia, 
the  father  born  in  1802.  and  the  mother  in  1807. 
The  parents  celebrated  their  nuptials  on  March 
6,  1827,  in  Bibb  County,  Ga.  They  resided  there 
until  1854.  and  then  emigrated  to  Arkansas, 
locating  in  Union  County,  where  the  father’s  death 
occurred  on  February  2,  1890.  He  was  a man 
universally  respected,  and  in  his  death  the  county 
lost  one  of  its  best  citizens.  He  served  as  judge 
of  the  inferior  courts  for  a number  of  years,  and 
served  one  term  in  the  Legislature  of  Georgia. 
After  coming  to  Arkansas  he  held  the  office  of 
county  assessor  for  four  years.  His  wife  is  still 
living,  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  She  is 
| now  eighty- three  years  of  age,  and  enjoys  com- 
paratively good  health.  Both  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  t He  Missionary  Baptist  Church  for  more 
than  forty  years.  Gilmer  S.  Norman  was  edu- 
cated in  the  State  University  at  Athens.  Ga. , and 
later  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Arkansas,  where 
he  began  farming,  continuing  at  .this  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war.  In  April.  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  Army,  Companv  G, 

; Nineteenth  Arkansas  Regiment,  under  Gen.  Price, 
i but  did  not  engage  in  any  of  the  battles.  He  sur- 
rendered at  Camden,  and  afterward  he  and  a 
brother  began  farming  and  merchandising,  both 
of  which  he  has  followed  ever  since.  He  selected 
as  his  companion  in  life  Miss  Theodore  C.  John- 
ston. a native  of  Tennessee,  born  on  September  27. 
1844,  and  they  were  married  on  March  9,  1869. 
Four  children  were  born  to  this  marriage:  Susan 

(deceased),  James  J.,  Alice  and  Shepherd  (de- 
ceased). The  children  living  are  at  home.  Mr. 
Norman  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Blue  Lodge,  Pigeon  Hill  Lodge  No.  08.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 


Norman's  brothers  and  sisters,  nine  in  number,  are 
named  as  follows:  George  W . . Augusta  A., 

Thomas  H. , Oliver  P. , Mary  B.,  John  C. , Augustus 
H.  and  Alice  N.,  of  whom  six  are  now  living,  and 
all  reside  in  Arkansas,  with  the  exception  of  Mary 
B.,  whose  home  is  in  the  Lone  Star  State. 

W.  F.  Owen,  a prominent  citizen  of  Blanchard 
Springs,  and  a man  well  known  and  respected 
throughout  the  county,  is  a native-born  resident 
of  the  same,  his  birth  occurring  near  Champagnolle, 
in  .1854.  He  was  the  eldest  in  order  of  birth  of 
nine  children  born  to  W.  C.  and  Rebecca  (John- 
ston) Owens,  both  natives  of  Alabama.  W.  C. 
Owens  came  with  his  parents  to  Arkansas,  when  a 
child,  and  settled  in  Union  County,  where  his  fa- 
ther, Jesse  Owens,  was  one  of  the  pioneers.  The 
latter  went  to  California  in  1848,  but  returned  a 
few  years  later,  and  then  went  to  Texas,  where  he 
died  in  1878.  The  father  of  our  subject  spent  his 
youth  in  this  county,  is  a mechanic  and  has  worked 
at  his  trade  all  his  life.  He  is  now  residing  in  Cham- 
pagnolle, as  is  also  the  mother.  W.  F.  Owen  was 
reared  in  Champagnolle,  received  a limited  educa 
tion,  and  when  about  twenty- two  years  of  age  began 
clerking  for  E.  T.  Cook,  with  whom  he  remained 
two  years.  Then,  after  a short  course  at  college 
in  the  summer  of  1878,  he  returned,  and  was  with 
Mr.  Cook  until  1880.  After  this  he  went  to  Cale- 
donia, took  charge  of  the  business  of  Hale  A Cobb, 
and  was  with  this  tirm  for1  live  years,  or  until  the 
partnership  was  dissolved,  when  he,  in  partnership 
with  J.  W,  Cobb,  started  business  under  the  tirm 
name  of  J.  W.  Cobb  A Co.  This  continued  for 
two  years,  when  Mr.  Owen  sold  out  his  interest, 
and  hired  as  clerk.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he  came  to 
Blanchard  Springs,  and  embarked  with  H.  Wade, 
whom  he  still  employs  as  book-keeper.  Mr.  Owen 
was  married  in  December,  .1880,  to  Miss  Ella  Wool- 
ley.  a native  of  this  county,  and  the  daughter  of 
Richard  Woolley,  who  was  a pioneer  settler  of  said 
county.  The  three  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Owen  were  named  as  follows:  Munnie.  Tebo  and 
Ida  Maude.  Mr.  Owens  is  the  owner  of  a dwelling 
and  store-house,  with  lots  at  Caledonia,  and  at 
Blanchard  he  has  a store  and  lot.  He  is  also  the 
owner  of  four  farms  in  this  vicinity,  540  acres,  with 
200  acres  under  cultivation,  and  the  remainder  cov- 
ered with  the  best  timber.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  are 
esteemed  very  highly  in  the  neighborhood  in  which 
they  reside.  Mr.  Owen  is  a self-made  man,  and 
commenced  life  when  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
when  he  could  hardly  write  legibly,  and  had-  noth 
iug.  He  has  educated  himself,  is  a thorough  bus- 
iness man,  and  lias  accumulated  ’quite  a neat  little 
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fortune.  He  Las  never  used  tobacco,  never  swal- 
lowed a drop  of  liquor,  and  is  moral  in  every  sense 
of  the  word.' 

•James  Granderson  Peace  is  the  possessor  of 
an  estate  comprising  880  acres,  of  which  150  acres 
are  under  cultivation,,  yielding,  average  crops. 
This  farm  is  exceptionally  well  kept,  and  show's 
that  it  has  been  under  the  control  of  an  en- 
terprising, energetic  and  intelligent  man.  Mr. 
Peace  has  a good  steam  cotton-gin  and  grist-mill, 
the  work  of  the  former  being  about  four  bales 
of  cotton  per  day.  and  this,  in  connection  with 
his  farming  operations,  brings  him  in  a hand- 
some sum  annually.  He  was  born  in  Lime- 
! stone  County,  Ala.,  February  2,  1845,  the  fourth 
of  ten  children  born  to  H.  M.  and  Catherine 
(Smith)  Peace,  who  were  natives  of  Alabama,  and 
moved  to  Union  County,  Ark. , in  1855,  with  the 
idea  that  the  West  offered  better  inducements  for 
themselves  and  children,  so  far  as  the  accumula- 
tion of  worldly  goods  was  concerned,  and  time  has 
proven  this,  for,  prior  to  their  deaths,  which  took 
place  in  1883,  they  were  comfortably  fixed.  Mr. 
Peace  was  a Democrat,  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  always 
took  an  active  part  in  religious  affairs.  James 
Granderson  Peace  received  a limited  early  educa- 
tion, owing  to  the  fact  that  the  war  broke  out  just 
at  the  time  when  he  should  have  been  devoting 
himself  to  his  studies.  In  1863  he  left  the  pa- 
rental roof  to  take  up  arms  in  defense  of  the  Con- 
federate cause,  and  became  a member  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Arkansas  Regiment,  under  Capt.  Matthews, 
of  El  Dorado,  and  served  under  him  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Port  Hud- 
son, where  he  was  captured,  being  paroled  shortly 
after.  After  Lee’s  surrender,  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Union  County,  and  bv  industry  and  good 
management  has  become  one  of  the  wealthy  farm- 
ers of  this  section..  He  wras  married,  in  1884.  to 
Mrs.  Mary  (Simmons)  Johnston,  she  being  born  in 
Columbia  County  to  one  of  the  old  and  esteemed 
citizens  of  this  section.  Mr.  Peace  has  been  con- 
stable of  Garner  Township  for  four  years,  and  has 
tilled  the  position  of  school  director  for  eight  or 
ten  years.  He  is  a Democrat,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  and  belongs 
to  a temperauce  organization,  being  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  prohibition. 

Benjamin  Joseph  Perry,  who  is  closely  asso- 
ciated with  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  county, 
and  who  as  a citizen  and  neighbor  is  held  in  the 
highest  estimation  was  originally  from  Texas,  his 
birth  occurring  in  that  State,  on  February  5.  1844. 
His  father,  Ezekial  Perry,  was  a native  of  South 


Carolina,  born  in  1804,  and  was  in  the  Indian 
wars  of  Georgia.  He  was  married  in  Tolbert 
County,  Ga. , to  Miss  Rebecca  May,  a native  of 
Georgia,  born  in  the  year  1808.  and  seven  chil- 
dren were  the  fruits  of  this  union,  Benjamin  J. 
Perry  being  the  youngest  in  the  order  of  birth. 
The  parents  soon  after  marriage  settled  in  Stewart 
County,  Ga..  and  there  made  their  home  until 
1837,  when  they  immigrated  to  Texas,  settling  in 
"Washington  County.  In  1842  they  left  Texas  in- 
tending to  settle  in  Mississippi,  but  finding  the 
way  obstructed  by  high  w'ater  in  the  Ouachita 
River,  they  settled  in  Union  County,  Ark.,  near 
Champagnolle,  at  which  place  they  remained  for 
about  twelve  years.  They  then  moved  to  a point 
seven  miles  north  of  El  Dorado,  and  here  he  con- 
tinued his  occupation  as  a farmer  until  1857,  when 
his  wife  died,  and  he  afterward  made  liis  home 
with  his  children,  they  being  all  married  except 
Benjamin  J.  and  living  in  Union  County'.  About 
ten  years  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  married 
the  W idow  Bennett,  of  Calhoun  County,  and  re- 
sided in  that  county  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1876  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 


He  was  a zealous  member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Church.  Benjamin  J.  Perry  spent  his  youthful 
days  on  the  farm,  attended  some  of  the  country 
schools,  which,  as  is  well  known,  was  very  inferior 
in  those  early  days  of  Arkansas.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  began  to  work  for  himself,  with  bis 
mind  fixed  upon  a good  education,  wdiich  he  de- 
termined to. secure  by  honest  toil  and  hard  study, 
but  upon  the  very  eve  of  his  effort  to  secure  the 
priceless  jewel,  all  his  hopes  and  expectations  of 
being  a scholar  were  blighted  by  the  beginning  of 
the  late  war.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
quit  school  and  enlisted  in  the  second  company 
raised  in  Union  County,  Ark.,  known  as  Capt. 
Nollin’s  company,  which  was  attached  to  the  Third 
Arkansas  Regiment  at  Lynchburg,  Ara.,  and  lettered 
E.  The  regiment  was  attached  to  Roberson’s  bri 
gade.  Hood's  division,  Longstreet’s  corps.  Army 
of  Virginia.  His  experience  as  a soldier,  and  tlw 
horrors  of  war  commenced  on  July  It,  1861,  by- 
marching  from  Lynchburg  to  the  Alleghany  Mount 
ains,  and  then  into  regular  camp  at  Greenbrier 
River;  he  was  in  the  little  battle  that  was  fought 
at  that  place  on  October  3,  1861.  He  was  with 
the  command  in  its  march  from  Greenbrier  River 
to  Winchester.  Bath  and  Romney;  was  in  two 
skirmishes  on  this  trip,  his  command  in  the  early 
spring  of  1862  left  Gen.  Jackson  and  the  Valley 
of  Virginia,  and  took  its  place  in  t ho  brigade  di- 
vision and  corps  above  mentioned,  to  which  it  had 
at  this  date  been  assigned.  In  the  summer  of 
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1882  he  was  taken  sick,  and  after  staying  in  the 
hospital  a few  weeks  was  furloughed,  and  stayed 
with  relatives  in  Lowndes  County.  Ala.,  until  Jan- 
uary, 1868,  when  he  returned  to  his  command;  was 
in  the  battle  at  Gettysburg.  Penn.,  on  -July  2 and  8. 
1808.  On  the  return  of  the  army  to  Virginia,  the 
corps  to  which  he  belonged  was  detached  and  sent 
to  Georgia  to  reinforce  Gen.  Bragg,  then  at  Chick- 
amanga;  he  was  in  the  battle  at  that  place  on  Sep- 
tember R)  and  20,  1803,  and  was  slightly  wounded 
by  a piece  of  bombshell  at  Lookout  Mountain;  near 
Chattanooga  he  was  made  corporal.  He  was  with 
the  command  at  the  siege  of  Knoxville;  on  May 
5,  1804.  returned  to  Virginia  and  rejoined  Gen.  Lee 
at  the  Wilderness;  was  in  the  battle  at  that  place 
on  the  Otli.  In  this  battle  he  was  severely  wounded, 
a ball  passing  through  his  right  lung.  The  latter 
part  of  June  he  was  furloughed,  and  again  visited 
Lowndes  County,  Ala.  Where,  on  August  20,  1884, 
he  married  Miss  Lucinda  Carolina  Perdue,  a daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  John  Perdue,  a well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  citizen  of  that  county,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight  years.  In  December,  1864. 
Mr.  Perry  returned  to  his  command,  being  yet  un- 
able to  perform  active  field  service.  He  was  assigned 
to  duty  as  detective  on  the  cars  from  Richmond  to 
Danville,  Va. , and  was  there  engaged  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  At  Danville  he  heard  of  the  sur- 
render of  Gen.  Lee,  and  at  once  sot  out  for  home. 
On  his  way  home  he  was  captured  at  the  Autauba 
River,  near  Lincolntown,  N.  C.,  and  was  the  same 
day  paroled.  He  reached  his  home  at  Sandy 
Ridge,  Lowndes  County.  Ala.,  on  May  5.  1865. 
After  a residence  of  two  years  in  Alabama.  Mr. 
Perry  returned  to  Union  County,  Ark.,  and  began 
farming.  In  1873  he  bought  a tract  of  land  con- 
taiuing  120  acres,  five  miles  southeast  of  El  Dorado, 
on  which  he  now  resides,  and  although  originally 
a wild  place  in  the  woods  he  has  eighty  acres 
cleared,  all  under  fence  and  good  and  convenient 
buildings  on  the  same.  He  raises  upon  an  average 
about  one-third  of  a bale  of  cotton. 'and  ten  bushels 
of  corn  per  acre.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry’s  marriage 
i resulted  in  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  of  which 
; six  are  yet  living;  Mary  Rebecca  (the  eldest,  died 
in  infancy),  W illiam  Harrison  (is  married  and  re- 
sides in  Ouachita  County,  Ark.  i.  Arrie  Duller  (is 
married  and  resides  in  Union  County.  Ark.  i Eu 
dora,  Lucinda,  Margett.  Elmira  and  Susan  Cather- 
ine are  single  and  reside  with  their  parents.  Mar- 
tha, Elizebeth,  Eujenier,  Carolina.  Eiuiuer.  Estell 
and  one  unnamed  all  died  in  infancy.  Benjamin 
Charley,  the  youngest,  was  born  on  June  13,  1886. 
and  resides  with  his  parents.  Mr  and  Mrs.  Perry 
joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  in 
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1864,  and  as  their  children  grew  up,  they  also  be- 
came members  of  that  church.  In  1874  Mr. 
Perry  was  licensed  to  preach,  and  for  eleven  years 
he  served  in  that  denomination  as  a local  preacher, 
lu  1883,  from  choice,  he  and  his  family  moved 
their  membership  into  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  and  he  was  continued  by  that  church  as  a 
preacher,  and  was  ordained  elder  by  it  in  1 884, 
and  is  yet  serving  in  that  denomination  as  a min- 
ister of  the  gospel.  Mr.  Perry  held  the  office  of 
school  director  nine  years.  He  also  served  one 
term  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

Dr.  John  H.  Pinson,  county  treasurer  and  the 
second  oldest  practitioner  in  Union  County,  Ark., 
was  originally  from  South  Carolina,  where  his  birth 
occurred  in  1831,  and  is  the  seventh  of  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  Abijah  and  Sarah  M.  (Arnold)  Pin- 
son. The  paternal  grandfather  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the  father  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812.  Dr.  John  H.  Pinson  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  and  had  but  little  educational 
advantages.  In  1851  he  began  the  study  of  med- 
icine with  a physician,  and  in  1853-54—55  he  at- 
tended medical  lectures  at  Charleston,  S.  C., 
graduating  from  the  medical  college  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  in  the  last  named 
year.  He  then  returned  to  Louisiana,  where 
iiis  mother  was  residing,  his  father  having  died 
in  1833,  and  he  at  once  began  practicing  his 
profession.  In  1858  he  came  to  A rkansas,  settled 
in  the  western  part  of  Lnion  County,  and  here  he 
bought  and* entered  a large  tract  of  land.  Then  in 
connection  with  his  medical  practice  he  carried  on 
farming,  but  soon  gave  up  the  latter  and  moved  to 
Lisbon,  where  he  devoted  all  his  energies  to  his 
profession.  In  1866  he  bought  a farm  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  county,  tilled  the  soil  there  for  two 
years,  and  in  1873  moved  to  the  town  of  El  Dorado, 
where  he  Las  since  practiced  his  profession.  He 
has  been  very  successful,  and  has  acquired  a large 
aud  steadily  increasing  practice,  while  he  has 
gained  the  confidence  of  all  as  a clever  and  scien- 
tific practitioner.  He  was  elected  county  treasurer 
in  1874,  and  has  held  this  office  ever  since,  with 
but  a short  interval  of  a few  months.  The  Doctor 
was  married  in  1S57  to  Miss  Fannie  A.  E.  Ducker, 
a native  of  Mississippi,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren — three  sons  aud  a daughter  --Thomas  M. 
(who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  his  practice), 
Willie  G.  (married,  and  is  merchandising  in  El  Do- 
rado). Harriet  E.  (died  in  1886  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty seven  years),  and  Annie  L.  (wife  of  J.  S.  Alplnn, 
a merchant  of  El  Dorado).  The  family  are  mem 
Iters  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  esteemed  and 
respected  by  all  acquainted  with  them.  The  Doctor 
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is  also  vorv  popular  outside  of  his  profession,  is 
pleasant  and  courteous  with  all  and  is  a gentleman 
of  the  old  school.  He  is  a leader  in  the  promotion 
of  the  county’s  good,  old  in  practice,  hoary  in 
years  and  a land-mark  of  the  times.  He  has  been 
quite  active  in  the  politics  of  the  county  since  the 
war.  His  son.  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Pinson,  of  the  firm 
of  Pinson  & Son,  was  born  in  Union  County  in 
1858,  is  fast  extending  his  reputation  as  a physician, 
is  very  popular  with  the  public.  He  was  reared 
on  the  farm,  and  divided  his  time  between  assist- 
ing on  the  same,  and  in  attending  the  public 
schools  of  El  Dorado,  in  which  he  remained  for 
about  eicht  vears.  He  then  began  the  studv  of 
medicine,  first  in  his  father’s  office,  and  then  at- 
tended lectures  in  Louisville.  In  1880  he  gradu- 
ated at  Little  Ilock,  and  at  once  commenced  prac- 
ticing with  his  father  in  El  Dorado.  In  1SS5  he 
went  to  Texas,  located  at  Cookville,  and  here  prac- 
ticed his  profession  until  December,  1889,  when  he 
returned  and  re-engaged  in  the  practice  with  his 
father.  He  was  married  in  1881  to  Hiss  Kate 
Newton,  a daughter  of  Judge  Isaac  Newton,  of  > 
Camden  [see  sketch],  and  to  them  have  been  born  . 
three  children:  Anna  Lee,  John  Hooper  and  Fan- 
nie Courtney.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Alonzo  W.  Quinn  (deceased).  Mr.  Quinn  was 
well  known  and  respected  by  the  many  residents 
of  Union  County,  and  his  reputation  as  one  of  the 
i firmest,  and  truest  of  friends,  and  the  most  up- 
right of  men,  was  universal.  He  was  born  in 
Talladega  County.  Ala.,  in  1839,  and  was  the  sou 
of  E.  W.  and  Lucinda  (Greenswood)  Quinn,  the 
father  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  mother 
of  Georgia.  The  parents  removed  to  Alabama, 
and  in  1849.  came  to  Arkansas  and  settled  near 
Hillsboro.  Mr.  E.  IV.  Quinn,  becoming  one  of 
the  well-known  teachers  in  the  county.  His  edu- 
cation for  that  early  day  was  far  above  the 
average,  and  he  held  many  positions  of  trust  and 
honor,  while  a resident  of  Union  County.  He 
died  in  i860.  His  wife  had  died  in  February, 
1808.  Alonzo  W.  Quinn  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  received  a fair  education  in  the  schools  of 
the  county.  He  was  very  studious  in  lii<  habits, 
and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  started  a 
nourishing  school,  in  Chicot  County,  This  was 
in  1801,  and  at  the  first  outbreak  of  the  war  he 
closed  his  school,  returned  to  El  Dorado,  arid 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  as  a volunteer. 

: He  left  that  town  September  23,  I8bl.  as  second 

lieutenant  of  his  company,  was  in  several  battles 
of  the  Virginia  campaign  in  the  fall  and  winter- of 
1801  and  1*02.  He.  with  all  commissioned  offi- 


cers of  his  company  and  battalion,  was  discharged 
on  the  consolidation  of  his  regiment,  with  the 
Third  Arkansas,  and  he  at  once  went  home,  where 
he  had  a severe  spell  of  sickness.  On  his  re 
coven  he  returned  to  the  army,  but,  not  being  able 
to  cross  the  Mississippi  River,  he  proceeded  to 
Little  Rock,  and  entered  the  clothing  department, 
till  strong  enough  to  enter  active  service.  Believ- 
ing  that  he  could  better  prosper  the  cause  of 
the  Confederancy  by  carrying  a musket,  he  left 
Little  Rock,  and  joined  Witherspoon's  battalion  of 
Cabel’s  brigade,  cavalry.  He  was  sergeant-major 
of  this  battalion,  and  served  as  one  of  its  officers 
until  disbanded  in  Navarro  County,  Tex.,  in  May, 
1865.  The  Confederancy  had  no  braver  soldier, 
nor  one  more  devoted  to  its  interests  and  cause, 
than  this  young  patriot  who  dismissed  his  school 
to  enter  her  service  and  to  battle  for  her  cause. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Quinn  returned, 
and  taught  school  for  a year,  and  then  went  to 
Memphis,  whei  e was  engaged  in  commercial  pur 
suits.  He  was  married  in  1809,  to  Miss  Valeria 
Sevier,  a native  of  Lawrence  County,  Ala.,  and 
the  daughter  of  Dr.  B.  B.  Sevier.  Her  paternal 
grandfather,  Samuel  Sevier,  was  a son  of  Gov. 
John  Sevier  of  Tennessee.  One  branch  of  the 
Sevier  family  came  to  Arkansas,  and  Ambrose  H. 
was  an  early  United  States  Senator  of  the  State. 
He  was  the  son  of  Valentine  Sevier,  whose  father 
came  to  America  from  London,  in  1740.  This  il- 
lustrious family  had  its  origin  in  a French  village, 
in  the  Pyrenees  Mountains.  Havre,  and  after  the 
Edict  of  Nantes  they  expatriated  themselves,  and 
formed  an  asylum  in  London,  where  the  name 
Zavier  was  Englished  to  Sevier.  In  1 1 40  they  came 
to  America  and  settled  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
One  of  them,  after  a short  tarry  in  Baltimore, 
married  a belle  who  bore  him  three  celebrated 
sons,  one,  Valentine,  of  whom  we  have  just  spoken, 
and  another.  John,  who  was  the  first  governor  of 
Tennessee,  and  the  great-grandfather  of  the  wife 
of  our  subject.  Immediately  after  his  marriage 
our  subject,  returned  to  Arkansas,  took  up  his 
residence  on  a farm  that  he  had  previously  pur- 
chased, and  was  almost  constantlv  engaged  in 
teaching,  as  well  as  farming  for  several  years. 
In  1*70  they  removed  to  El  Dorado,  and  he  en- 
gaged as  book-keeper  for  Smith  A Armstrong, 
with  whom  lie  continued  until  1880,  after  which 
he  made  arrangements  to  engage  in  business  for 
himself.  He  went  to  New  Orleans,  purchased  a 
stock  of  goods,  and  immediately  after  his  return 
was  taken  with  an  attack  of  pneumonia,  from 
which  he  died  in  a few  days.  April  10.  1*80. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternitv  and 
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a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  the  af- 
fairs of  his  private  business  he  was  unusually 
industrious  in  all  things  that  promised  to  pro 
mote  in  any  way  the  general  good,  and  was  often 
solicited  to  accept  office,  but  though  earnest  in 
the  work  of  the  party,  he  as  often  declined.  In 
his  death,  El  Dorado  lost  a most  valued  and 
worthy  citizen.  He  left  a widow'  and  four  chib 
dren:  Parrie  Pearl.  Frank  Sevier,  Samuel  Arm 
strong  and  Ned  Alonzo.  Mrs.  Quinn  still  resides 
at  El  Dorado,  and  is  giving  her  children  the 
advantages  of  the  best  education  in  her  power. 
She  still  owns  the  farm  of  500  acres,  seventy  acres 
of  which  are  under  cultivation,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  place  is  covered  with  the  best  of  timber,  an 
excellent  farm  for  stock.  Mrs.  Quinn  is  a lady  of 
education  and  refinement,  and  her  children  are 
growing  up  embodying  the  virtues  of  both  parents— 
bravery  and  honor,  virtue,  refinement  and  grace. 

B.  W.  Reeves,  merchant,  El  Dorado,  Ark. 
One  of  the  leading  characteristics  of  our  commer- 
cial fabric  is  the  size  and  extent  of  the  dry  goods 
trade  in  the  various  cities  of  Arkansas.  A vast  ; 
capital  is  invested  in  this  important  industry,  and 
thousands  of  persons  are  furnished  remunerative 
employment.  Among  the  leading  establishments 
of  El  Dorado  none  are  deserving  of  more  favorable 
mention  and  consideration  than  that  of  Mr.  Reeves. 
This  gentleman  was  born  in  Union  County.  Ark., 
in  1848,  and  was  the  third  of  four  children  born 
to  John  A.  and  Martha  E.  (Matthews)  Reeves, 
natives  of  Upson  County,  Ga. . where  the  father 
followed  farming  until  about  1845.  He  then  came 
to  Arkansas,  settled  in  Union  County,  and  bought 
a farm  in  the  suburbs  of  El  Dorado.  He  cleared 
and  improved  it  until  1S51,  when  his  excellent 
wife  died  and  he  moved  to  the  Western  part  of 
the  county,  where  he  bought  a farm  of  about  500 
acres.  This  he  traded  for  another  farm  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  county,  on  which  he  resided 
until  his  death  in  1860.  He  was  an  honest,  indus- 
trious citizen  and  w'us  universally  esteemed  and 
respected.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Reeves"  first 
wife  he  married  her  sister  in  1855,  and  to  them 
was  born  one  child,  who  is  living  with  her  brother. 
John  A.  Reeves.  B.  W.  Reeves  was  fairly  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  the  county  and 
assisted  his  father  in  cultivating  the  soil  until  the 
outbreaking  of  the  war.  The  family  kept  up  the 
farm  after  the  father's  death,  and  in  1803  the 
step  mother  married  Dr.  Levis  and  the  family 
removed  to  Louisiana.  There  our  subject  resided 
for  two  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1805  the  step- 
mother died,  after  which  the  children  returned  to 
Union  County.  B.  W . then  engaged  in  farming 


on  a tract  of  land  purchased  by  himself  and  his 
brother,  John,  about  two  miles  from  El. Dorado, 
and  there  resided  for  three  years.  At  the  age  of 
twenty -one  he  attended  school  for  on*1  year,  and 
then  began  to  clerk  for  the  merchants  at  El 
Dorado,  following  this  for  two  years.  He  then 
returned  to  farming,  continued  at  this  for  two 
years  more  and  then,  in  1877,  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  in  Hillsboro  for  a few  months. 
After  this  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  El  Dorado, 
where,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1878.  he  embarked 
in  merchandising  at  El  Dorado  Landing,  continu- 
ing here  until  the  following  spring,  vrhen  he  came 
to  El  Dorado.  In  1879,  in  partnership  with 
W.  D.  Gresham,  they  bought  the  large  two- 
story  brick  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  public 
square  and  embarked  in  general  merchandising. 
This  partnership  continued  until  the  winter  of 
1883.  when  Mr.  Reeves  sold  out  to  his  partner  and 
withdrew  from  the  firm.  In  the  following  July, 
Mr.  Gresham  died  and  Mr.  Reeves  took  charge  of 
the  business,  buying  a half  interest  in  the  same 
the  following  winter  and  becoming  an  equal  part- 
ner under  the  firm  name  of  B.  W.  Reeves  A Co. 
In  tw'o  years  the  firm  vTas  dissolved,  and  IV.  J. 
Miles  became  an  equal  partner  with  B.  IV.  Reeves, 
the  same  continuing  for  two  years  as  Reeves  A 
Miles.  In  the  beginning  of  1888  Mr.  Reeves 
bought  Mr.  Miles'  interest, and  has  since  continued 
the  business  alone,  carrying  a stock  of  goods  at  the 
present  time  valued  at  $6,000.  He  does  a general 
furnishing  business,  and  buys  considerable  cotton. 
He  is  also  the  owner  of  300  acres  under  cultivation, 
which  he  rents  the  principal  part  of  the  time,  and 
is  the  owner  of  a fine  residence  in  the  town.  The 
store-room  is  30x70.  and  the  second  story  is  used 
for  furniture,  etc.  An  addition  of  24x36  was 
made  and  used  as  a cotton  warehouse.  Mr.  Reeves 
is  a good  business  man,  is  courteous  and  obliging, 
and  endeavors  to  anticipate  the  wants  of  the  public. 
He  was  married,  in  November,  1879,  to  Miss  Julia 
S.  Moore,  a native  of  Arkansas,  Union  County, 
where  her  father,  Aaron  J.  Moore,  still  resides, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  five  children:  Minnie, 
John  Arthur.  Mattie,  B.  W.,  Jr. . and  M atter.  The 
family  attend  the  Baptist  Church,  the  parents  be- 
ing members  of  the  same. 

Mb  L.  Risinger,  miller  and  ginner,  Blanchard 
Springs,  Ark.  The  entire  life  of  Mr.  Risinger  has 
been  one  unmarked  by  any  unusual  occurrence  out 
side  the  chosen  channels  to  which  he  has  so  dili- 
gently given  his  time  and  attention.  He  was  born 
in  Alabama  in  1846,  and  was  the  second  of  nine 
children  born  to  Larkin  and  Martha  (Brown)  Ris- 
inger, both  natives  of  Georgia.  The  father  was 
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reared  in  Alabama,  but  moved  to  Louisiana,  and 
is  now  living  in  the  last-named  State.  The  pater 
nal  grandfather  was  a pioneer  of  Georgia  from 
South  Carolina,  and  later  came  to  Louisiana,  where 
his  body  reposes.  The  maternal  grandfather  was 
a Revolutionary  soldier.and  also  died  in  Louisiana. 
\Y.  L.  Risinger  was  taken  to  Louisiana  by  his 
parents  when  a child,  spent  his  youth  on  a farm, 
and  attended  the  common  schools  until  the  open-  : 
ing  of  the  war.  In  1865  he  enlisted  in  the  Con 
federate  army,  served  until  the  close,  and  then  re 
turned  to  Louisiana,  where  he  purchased  a farm 
and  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  there  until 
1877,  where  he  began  the  timber,  steam  gin  and 
milling  business  in  Jackson  Township,  Union 
County,  Ark.  In  1881  he  went  to  the  prospective 
town  of  Blanchard  Springs,  his  being  among  the 
first  families  to  move  here,  and  camped  in  a thicket  i 
where  his  house  now  stands  until  he  could  erect  a 
shelter  of  some  kind.  He  at  once  put  up  his  steam  • 
machinery  here  and  started  it  on  August  3,  1881, 
and  sawed  most  of  the  lumber  with  which  the  town 
was  built.  His  gin  has  a capacity  of  about  nine 
bales  daily,  and  he  also  saws  a great  deal  of  tim- 
ber. He  also  has  a planing-mill  and  shingle  mill 
which  ranks  among  the  best  in  the  county.  To 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Risinger  were  born 
nine  children,  all  living  but  one.  They  are  named 
as  follows:  Joseph  L..  Luvisa  E..  George  L. 

(died  at  the  age  of  one  year).  William  J. , John. 
Marlin,  Carroll,  Gracie  and  Jessie.  These  children 
have  always  enjoyed  the  best  of  health,  except 
John,  and  are  bright  and  interesting.  The  family 
belong  to  the  Christian  Church. 

Joel  P.  Robinson,  planter.  Lisbon,  Ark.  From 
an  early  age  Mr.  Robinson  has  become  so 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  farm 
that  when  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  chose 
some  occupation  as  his  calling  in  life  he  very  nat- 
urally selected  that  of  farming.  He  was  born  in 
Gordon,  La.,  December  27.  1857,  and  was  the  son 
of  James  G.  and  Rebecca  8.  (Goodwin)  Robin-on. 
the  father  born  in  Georgia.  March  0.  1829,  and  the 
mother  in  Alabama,  March  8,  1835.  The  parents 
were  married  March  29,  1853.  and  to  them  were 
born  live  children  | see  sketch  of  Thomas  IV.  Rob- 
inson], Joel  P.  Robinson  was  educated  in  Union 
County,  and  after  finishing  his  education  engaged 
in  farming,  and  continued  at  this  until  the  present 
time.  He  is  the  owner  of  30<1  acres  of  land,  has 
75  acres  under  cultivation,  and  has  his  farm  well 
stocked.  In  the  conduct  of  his  estate  Mr.  Robin- 
son gives  each  detailed  portion  of  work  his  careful 
and  personal  observance,  and  the  care  and  method 
ever  exercised  have  contributed  to  place  him 
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among  the  foremost  farmers  of  this  vicinity,  as  he 
is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  citizens.  He  selected 
as  his  wife  Miss  Lila  J.  Moore,  a native  of  Union 
County,  Ark. , born  December  18,  1859,  and  their 
nuptials  were  celebrated  December  18,  1879. 

They  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  G.  M. , 
William  W.,  Ida  R.  and  Ella  J.  February  6. 
1887,  Mrs.  Robinson  died,  and  Mr.  Robinson  mar- 
ried Miss  Ida  S.  Moore,  a sister  of  his  first  wife. 
She  was  born  in  Arkansas  January  31,  1855.  One 
child  was  born  to  this  union,  Mary.  Mr.  Robin 
son  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Mount 
Moriah  Lodge  No.  18,  blue  lodge,  and  holds  the 
position  of  junior  warden.  He  also  held  the  office 
of  justice  of -the  peace  for  two  terms.  He  and 
also  Mrs.  Robinson,  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Thomas  W.  Robinson,  planter,  Lisbon,  Ark. 
Among  the  native-born  residents  of  Union  County 
who  have  become  prominent  in  their  different  call- 
ings. none  have  been  more  successful  or  displayed 
better  judgment  in  conducting  their  affairs  than 
has  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Robinson  was 
born  September  6,  1860,  and  his  parents,  James 
G.  and  Rebecca  S.  (Goodwin)  Robinson,  were 
natives,  respectively,  of  Georgia  and  Alabama. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  Alice  (de- 
ceased), Benjamin  P.  (deceased).  Joel  P.  (who 
married  Miss  Ella  J.  Moore,  but  afterward  married 
Miss  Ida  Moore,  a sister  of  his  first  wife),  and 
Thomas  W . . The  father  of  these  children  was  a 
planter  and  merchant  by  occupation.  He  re- 
mained in  Georgia  until  1840.  and  then  emigrated 
to  Arkansas,  settled  in  Lisbon,  Union  County,  and 
there  his  death  occurred  in  1806.  The  mother 
died  in  1871.  and  was  a member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  The  father  took  an  active  part  in 
all  enterprises  of  importance  in  his  county,  and  was 
a Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  served  in  the  Confeder 
ate  army  during  the  late  unpleasantness,  enlisting 
as  a private  in  1862,  and  was  a faithful  and  will- 
ing soldier.  Thomas  W.  Robinson  was  educated 
at  Fayetteville,  Washington  County,  Ark.,  at  the 
Arkansas  Industrial  University',  after  which  he  re- 
turned home  and  engaged  in  farming.  This  occn 
pation  he  carried  on  for  one  year  before  his  mar- 
riage. which  occurred  May  7,  1883,  to  Miss  Hattie 
E.  Harrison,  a native  of  Union  County,  Ark. 
Three  children  are  the  fruits  of  this  union:  Willie 
B.,  Charley  W. , died  August  31,  1889,  and  Jessie 
I.  Mr.  Robinson  as  a man  of  industry  and  en- 
terprise has  no  superior.  He  is  the  owner  of 
1.120  acres  of  good  land,  and  has  about  250  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  is  a member  of  the  Wheel, 
and  holds  the  position  of  treasurer  in  the  same. 
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He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Bap- 
tist. Church,  and  are  active  workers  in  the  same. 

Dr.  James  A.  Rowland  is  an  old  and  respected 
physician  of  Union  Couuty,  Ark.,  who  has  devoted 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  to  healing  the  sick,  and 
for  his  many  kindly  deeds  has  received  a portion 
of  his  reward  in  this  world,  for  he  has  the  confi- 
dence, respect  and  love  of  his  fellow-men  and  the 
consciousness  that  he  has  driven  sorrow'  and  de- 
spair from  many  homes  by  his  skill  and  talent  as  a 
physician.  He  was  born  in  Richland  County,  S. 
C.,  October  22,  1815,  being  the  eldest  of  a family 
of  seven  children,  born  to  the  marriage  of  \\  ill i am 
Rowland  and  Jane  Boyd,  both  of  whom  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  South  Carolina,  removing 
to  Alabama  in  1883,  where  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  principally  reared.  They  came  to 
Arkansas  about  1845  and  resided  for  a short  time 
in  Union  County.  Dr.  Rowland’s  only  advantages 
for  an  education  were  received  in  the  common 
schools  of  Alabama,  but  having  formed  the  deter- 
mination to  make  the  profession  of  medicine  his 
calling:  through  life,  he  entered  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  which  he 
attended  one  term,  and  in  the  summer  of  1839 
attended  the  Chapman  Institute,  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  South  Carolina  Medical  College  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  in  1840.  after  which  he  began 
practicing  in  Greene  County,  Ala.  Here  he  re- 
mained until  the  spring  of  1840.  when  he  came  to 
Union  County,  Ark.,  and  his  skill  and  talent  has 
been  expended  on  the  sick  in  this  county  since  that 
time,  his  genial  presence  and  encouraging  talk 
aiding  much  in  bringing  about  happy  results.  He 
was  married  in  1842  to  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Rey- 
nolds, who  is  a daughter  of  Caswell,  her  parents 
being  Caswell  and  S.  X.  Reynolds,  w ho  reside  in 
Alabama,  where  Dr.  Rowland  met  and  married  his 
wife.  To  them  tive  children  have  been  born.  Dr. 
Eugene  F.  being  the  only  one  now  living,  his 
sketch  appearing  below.  In  connection  with  his 
practice  the  Doctor  has  devoted  much  of  his  time 
to  farming,  and  is  the  owner  of  1,600  acres  of  as 
tine  land  as  there  is  in  the  county,  besides  being 
the  proprietor  of  a mercantile  establishment  at 
Lapile.  He  has  been  a Mason  since  1846.  and  is 
at  present  a member  of  Lapile  Lodge  No.  294, 
and  politically  is  a Democrat. 

Dr.  E.  F.  Rowland  has  become  a familiar 
friend  in  the  homes  of  many  in  Union  County. 
Ark.,  where  he  has  been  gladly  welcomed  in  his 
professional  as  well  as  social  capacity.  He  was 
born  in  Perry  County.  Ala.,  May  18,  1843,  is  a son 
of  Dr.  James  A.  Rowland,  and  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1877  from  Charity  Hospital  Medical  Col 


lege.  New  Orleans,  La.,  having  taught  public 
schools  to  acquire  means  with  which  to  complete 
his  medical  education.  Since  then  he  has  been 
practicing  his  profession  with  his  father.  He 
served  in  the  late  war,  joining  the  Confederate 
army  in  1861,  and  was  a private  in  Company  G, 
Ninth  Arkansas  Regiment  until  the  close  of  the  w'ar, 
participating  in  the  following-named  conflicts:  Bel- 
mont, Shiloh,  the  Mississippi  campaign,  the 
: Georgia  campaign,  Franklin,  and  surrendered 
while  under  the  command  of  Gen.  J.  E.  Johnston, 
at  Greensboro,  N.  C.  He  was  married  on  No- 
vember 10,  1869,  .to  Miss  Sallie,  a daughter  of  Dr. 

; Thomas  Brandon,  of  Hempstead  County,  Ark.  To 
their  union  eight  children  were  born,  tive  of  whom 
survive:  Lucy  E.,  James  A.,  Claud,  Aleda  and  El- 
more. The  Doctor  lias -become  exceptionally  well 
known  throughout  this  region  in  his  professional 
capacity,  and  his  success  in  the  management  of 
cases  which  others  have  regarded  as  almost  hope- 
less has  been  phenomenal.  He  has  always  sup- 
ported Democratic  principles,  and  socially  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

John  A.  Sewell  has  been  a resident  of  Union 
County,  Ark.,  since  1879,  and  holds  an  enviable 
| place  among  the  agriculturists  of  this  region.  He 
! was  born  in  Meriwether  County,  Ga.,  August 
26,  1S42,  being  the  third  of  nine  children  born  to 
John  P.  and  Elizabeth  L.  (Wideman)  Sewell,  the 
i former  a Georgian,  and  the  latter  a native  of 
South  Carolina.  They  were  married  in  the  former 
State  in  January,  1837,  and  there  settled  perma- 
nently, the  father  being  a Whig  in  politics  before 
the  war  and  a Democrat  afterward,  but  was  never 
an  active  politician.  He  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
i bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  South, 

1 for  many  years,  and  he  was  in  full  communion 
with  the  same  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1S76,  at 
: the  age  of  sixty -six  years.  Flis  widow  still  sur- 
vives him  and  resides  in  Georgia.  In  this  State 
John  A.  Sewell  was  reared,  his  early  education 
being  obtained  in  the  common  schools.  He  began 
; doing  for  himself  in  1861,  and  the  same  year  en- 
listed in  Company  B,  Second  Georgia  Regiment, 
as  a private,  and  was  discharged  on  account  of 
i sickness.  Upon  recovering  his  health,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  First  Georgia  Cavalry  and  served 
r with  the  same  until  the  close  of  the  war.  partici 
j pating  in  the  following  battles:  Richmond.  Dan- 
ville, Murfreesboro,  Chickainauga,  Missionary 
Ridge,  and  was  wounded  at  a skirmish  at  Mossy 
| Creek  in  East  Tennessee,  in  the  left  shoulder,  neck 
! and  jaw,  very  seriously,  but  at  present  it  does  not 
| trouble  him  to  any  great  extent.  He  was  with 
j Johnston's  command  in  North  Carolina  at  the  time 
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of  the  surrender,  but  he  afterward  returned  to  his 
home  in  Georgia,  and  again  began  the  peaceful 
pursuit  of  farming.  He  was  married  in  1800  to 
M iss  Bailie  E.  Culpepper,  a native  of  Meriwether 
County,  Ga.,  her  parents  being  George  \Y . and 
l’erlina  (Perdeu)  Culpepper.  who  were  old  settlers 
of  Georgia.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  for  many 
years,  and  she  was  in  full  communion  with  the 
same  at  the  time  of  her  death  in  1882.  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  He  still  survives  her,  and  re- 
sides in  Georgia.  After  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Sewell,  he  and  his  wife  resided  in  Georgia  until 
1S79,  then  moved  to  Union  County,  Ark.,  and  in 
1885  purchased  the  farm  of  500  acres  on  which  he 
now  resides.  He  has  ninety  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, the  average  yield  being  a half  bale  of  cotton 
and  fifteen  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  Nine 
children  have  Iwen  born  to  himself  and  wife,  eight 
being  now  alive:  George  P. , Emett  K. , Walter  D., 
James  A.,  John  H. , Noah  F. , Perlina  E.  and  Al- 
vin C.  George  P.  was  married  in  1.889  to  Miss 
Lena  G.  Bird,  a resident  of  this  county.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  is  president  of  the  Democratic  Club, 
located  at  Shuler,  and  in  1884  was  elected  to  the 
position  of  magistrate,  a position  he  tilled  for  two 
terms  in  Garner  Township.  He  is  also  a school  j 
director,  a position  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1887,  ; 
and  he  and  his  wife  and  live  eldest  children  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ; 
South. 

W.  L.  Slade,  merchant,  planter  and  millman,  1 
Champaguolle,  Ark.  Mr.  Slade  is  one  of  those 
progressive  men  who  is  not  satisfied  to  run  in  the 
same  old  ruts  traversed  by  so  many,  but  branches  : 
forth  and  tries  new  enterprises  and  new  ideas.  He 
was  born  in  Georgia,  in  May,  1840,  and  is  the  son 
of  Joseph  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Dumas)  Slade,  both 
natives  of  Georgia,  the  father  born  in  1 824.  Eleven 
children  were  born  to  this  union:  Lucy  A..  John 

T.,  George,  Ellen  C.,  Samuel  J.,  Jerry  D..  Wherry, 
James,  Elizabeth  and  Ernest  E.  The  father  has 
followed  farming,  and  has  also  been  engaged  in 
merchandising,  carrying  on  both  occupations  the 
principal  part  of  his  life.  In  1858  he  emigrated 
from  Georgia  to  Arkansas,  settled  in  Union  County, 
and  here  lie  has  since  resided.  He  is  a prominent 
citizen,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  He  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason.  W . L. 
Slade  attended  school,  and  remained  in  Union 
County  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war. 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  under 
Gen.  Harrison.  Company  I,  Thirty  first  Louisiana, 
and  his  hist  hard  battle  was  at.  Chickasaw  Bayou. 
At  Vicksburg  he  was  captured,  and  paroled,  after 


which  he  returned  home,  and  in  a few  days  re 
turned  to  his  company.  He  was  in  several  other 
engagements,  and  remained  with  his  company 
until  the  surrender.  After  this  he  returned  to  his 
home,  resumed  farming,  and  was  there  married,  in 
December,  18(17,  to  Miss  Florence  Burk,  a native  j 
of  this  county.  Nine  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Edgar  E. , John  M,  Lizzie,  Anna,  Ada, 

Linnie,  Effie,  George  C.  and  Ethel.  Mr.  Slade  is 
now  engaged  in  merchandising  and  farming,  and 
is  a prominent  business  man,  carrying  a stock  of  [ 
goods  valued  at  §2,000.  He  has  also  a hue'  gin, 
and  this  has  all  the  latest  improvements.  His  farm 
consists  of  640  acres,  with  218  acres  under  culti- 
vation. He  and  Mrs.  Slade  are  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Aurelius  S.  Sorrells  until  quite  recently  was  a 
merchant  and  the  postmaster  at  Champaguolle. 
Well-directed  energy  and  honorable  dealings  always 
tell  iu  business,  as,  indeed,  in  everything  else. 

Mr.  Sorrells  conducted  a prosperous  business  in 
Champagnolle  during  his  residence  here,  and  by 
his  pleasant,  sociable  manner,  became  very  popular. 

He  was  born  in  Union  County,  July  7,  1851,  and 
is  a son  of  Madison  B.  Sorrells,  who  was  born  in 
Tennessee  in  1813.  The  father  married  Miss  Delia 
F.  Rhodes,  a native  of  Mississippi,  born  in  1821, 
and  eleven  children  were  born  to  this  union,  six  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  viz.  : Eliza  J.,  Henry  W., 

M ary  E.,  Lara  C. , Walter  W.  and  our  subject. 
The  father  has, followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  is 
now  residing  in  this  county,  and,  although  seventy 
six  years  of  age,  is  still  hale  and  hearty.  He  emi- 
grated from  Mississippi  to  Arkansas  in  1844, 
settled  in  Union  County,  and  was  among  the  very 
first  settlers.  He  keeps  thoroughly  posted  with 
the  times,  and  is  active  in  church  and  school  mat- 
ters. He  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
for  several  years,  and  is  a man  who  merits  the 
esteem  of  all.  He  and  Mrs.  Sorrells  are  members 
of  the  church,  and  he  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  pol 
itics.  The  Sorrells  family  is  of  Scotch- Irish  de- 
scent. Aurelius  S.  Sorrells  was  taught  the  duties 
of  the  farm  in  youth,  received  his  education  in 
Union  County,  and,  when  grown,  was  married,  on 
November  18,  1889,  to  Miss  Florence  McGough. 
a native  of  Arkansas.  He  started  with  limited 
means,  receiving  no  outside  help,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  4t>0  acres  of  land,  with  129  acres  under 
cultivation.  His  stock  of  goods  here  was  valued 
at  about  82,909.  He  held  the  offices  of  justice  of 
the  peace  and  postmaster  one  year.  At  present 
Mr.  Sorrells  is  in  Texas.  He  and  his  wife  are 
worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

J.  Monroe  Smith,  farmer  and  merchant, 
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Champagnolle,  Ark.  Among  the  popular  business 
men  and  successful  farmers  of  the  county  Mr. 
Smith  stands  in  the  foremost  ranks.  He  is  a na- 
tive born  resident  of  this  county,  his  birth  occurring 
February  12,  1845,  and  is  the  sou  of  Lawson  and 
Martha  A.  (Driskill)  Smith,  the  father  born  in 
Alabama  in  1S13.  The  parents  were  married  in 
July,  1837,  and  to  them  were  born  six  children: 
Thomas  J.,  Willis  N.  (deceased),  Jasper  N.  (de- 
ceased), Mary  C. , and  'William  W.  (deceased).  The 
father  was  a farmer,  and  emigrated  to  Arkansas  in 
1830.  He  lost  his  wife  in  1830.  and  later  married 
Mrs.  Sallie  A.  Black,  who  bore  him  two  children: 
David  C.  and  Corinna.  He  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason 
socially,  and  in  politics  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  -T.  Monroe  Smith  was  educated 
in  the  private  schools  of  Union  County,  and  when 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  ran  away  from  school,  and 
enlisted  in  Company  E,  Third  Arkansas,  and  was 
in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  under  Gen. 
French.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Yorktown,  and 
was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  car- 
ried to  Fort  Delaware.  From  there  he  went  to 
Point  Lookout,  where  he  remained  three  months, 
and  there  was  paroled,  after  which  he  returned 
home.  He  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
on  November  28.  i860,  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary 
J.  Morgan,  a native  also  of  Union  County.  To 
this  union  were  born  live  children:  J.  Lawson, 

Morgan,  W i His  M. , Claudia  C.,  and  Wallace  (de- 
ceased). Mr.  Smith  has  followed  farming  all  his 
life,  and  is  the  owner  of  about  GOO  acres  of  good 
land,  with  125  aeies  under  cultivation.  He  lias 
held  many  official  positions,  and  tilled  them  in  a 
ca|iable  and  efficient  manner.  He  held  the  office 
of  sheriff  for  two  terms,  was  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  for  some  time,  and  was  sergeant- at  arms  of 
the  Senate  in  1883,  after  which  he  began  farm 
ing  again.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

John  D.  Staples,  one  of  the  leading  merchants 
and  shippers  of  Champagnolle,  Union  County, 
Ark.,  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Ala.,  on  April  5, 
1841,  and  is  the  son  of  J.  J.  Staples,  a native  of 
Virginia.  The  latter  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
betn  Daniels,  a native  of  Alabama,  and  the  fruits 
of  their  union  were  eight  children:  James  M.  (de- 
ceased), William  J.  (deceased),  Stephen  S.  (de 
ceased),  Frances  L.  (deceased).  Jacob  J.  (deceased), 
Peter  (deceased),  and  Sallie  (deceased).  The  father 
was  a successful  agriculturist,  and  emigrated  from 
Alabama  to  Arkansas  in  1841.  He  settled  in 
Union  County  and  there  his  death  occurred  on  May 
5,  1873.  He  served  as  a private  in  the  Indian 


! wars.  He  was  a public-spirited  citizen,  and  took 
a great  deal  of  interest  in  the  building  up  of 
! churches,  schools  and  in  fact  all  movements  for  the 
I welfare  of  the  county.  He  and  wife,  who  died  in 
I 1864,  were  both  members  of  the  Primitive  Bap- 
tist Church.  John  D.  Staples  was  educated  in 
Union  County,  Ark.,  and  in  1861  he  entered  the 
Confederate  army  under  Col.  Russ  in  Com- 
j panv  E,  Third  Arkansas,  and  his  first  hard  battle 
; was  at  Cheat  Mountain,  Va.  He  was  wounded  by 
! a ball  passing  through  his  shoulder  and  face  at 
| Cold  Harbor,  and  was  all  through  the  war,  being 
with  Gen.  Lee  at  the  surrender.  He  then  returned 
home,  began  merchandising,  and  on  February  22, 
187  1,  he  married  Miss  Amanda  C.  Ward,  a native 
| of  Arkansas.  The  fruits  of  this  union  were  three 
I children:  John  L (living),  Zettie  A.  (deceased), 
and  Rachel  Elizabeth  (deceased).  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  on  October  12,1874.  In  1881 
Air.  Staples  married  Miss  Alary  A.  Huffman,  a native 
of  Alabama.  When  Air.  Staples  first  began  mer- 
| chandising  his  capital  was  85u0,  and  he  now  has  a 
business  that  yields  him  88,000,  annually.  He  and 
I wife  are  members  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church. 

John  Burney  Tatum  is  an  old  and  respected 
farmer,  residing  in  Johnson  Township,  near  Hills- 
; boro,  in  Union  County,  Ark.  He  was  the  fifth  of 
j a family  of  nine  children,  and  was  born  in  Autauga 
! County.  Ala..  September  IS.  1824,  his  parents  be- 
: ing  Organ  andAilcy  (Gardeman)  Tatum,  who  were 
born  in  Greene  County,  Ga.,  and  moved  to  Alabama 
about  18  i 8,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
1855,  when  they  followed  their  children,  who  had 
all  grown  to  honorable  manhood  and  womanhood, 
and  came  West,  settling  in  Union  County,  where 
the  father  died  in  the  spring  of  1856,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years.  He  served  in  the  War  of  18.12. 
The  mother  died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years.  The  youth  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
; spent  in  Alabama,  and  in  that  State  and  in  Georgia 
! he  received  the  most  of  his  education.  After  a 
! thorough  preparation  in  medicine  he  entered  the 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  Aledical  College,  of  New 
; Yrork,  in  1844,  attending  during  that  and  the  fol 
i lowing  year.  Although  he  acquired  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  profession,  he  never  practiced. 

, At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  left  his  parents  and 
moved  with  his  brother.  Henry  W.,  to  Arkansas, 
and  settled  in  Union  County,  near  where  he  now 
resides,  engaged  in  farming,  an  occupation  which 
! has  received  his  attention  up  to  the  present  time. 

1 His  operations  have  been  attended  with  exception- 
ally good  results,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  4.2(H) 
acres  of  line  farming  land,  making  his  purchases 
i from' time  to  time,  as  he  felt  able,  and  he  now  has 
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. 500  acres  in  aline  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  now 

enjoying  the  fruits  of  a well-spent  life,  being  re- 
lieved from  all  care  as  to  the  future.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1847,  to  Miss  Emily  Newton,  a daughter 
of  Green  and  Jane  (Frazer)  Newton,  who  were  an 
| old  and  respected  couple  of  this  community,  the  fa- 
ther being  very  prominent  in  the  early  settlement 
of  the  country,  and  one  of  the  largest  planters  in 
| this  section.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tatum  one  child 
was  born,  which  died  in  infancy,  the  mother  dying 
in  1848,  in  giving  it  birth.  Mr.  Tatum’s  second 
marriage  took  place  in  1850,  his  wife  being  Miss 
I Fannie  L.  Akin,  whose  parents.  James  and  Leonora 
(Baker)  Akin,  were  Alabamaians,  who  moved  from 
Alabama  in  1840,  settling  in  Union  County.  Mr. 
Tatum’s  last  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four 
children:  Leonora  A.  and  Caroline  E.  (who  died 
when  infants),  John  B.  (at  the  age  of  twelve  years), 
and  Franklin  M.  (the  only  one  now  living,  is  mar- 
ried and  makes  his  home  near  his  father,  being  the 
father  of  six  children).  Mr.  Tatum  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  which  he  joined  in  1849, 
and  in  his  political  views  he  is  a Democrat.  He  is 
a good  citizen  and  neighbor,  and  is  held  in  high  re- 
spect by  all  who  know  him. 

. Jesse  P.  Tatum,  merchant  of  the  linn  of  Tatum 
& Cummings,  at  El  Dorado,  was  born  in  that  city 
| in  1819,  and  is  the  fifth  of  nine  children,  the  re- 
j suit  of  the  union  of  Edmond  P.  and  Eliza  J. 

| (Tatum)  Tatum,  the  parents  natives  of  Alabama 
and  second  cousins.  The  father  followed  farming 
in  his  native  State  until  1 S 3 7 , and  then,  with  a 
number  of  his  brothers,  emigrated  to  Arkansas, 

; where  their  descendants  make  a lame  family  in 
Union  County.  On  his  arrival  here  the  father 
entered  land  at  a point  four  miles  west  of  El  Do- 
rado. and  was  quite  extensively  ermao-pd  in  tillino- 
the  soil.  Later  he  moved  to  town,  built  a tine 
residence,  in  which  Judge  Langford  now  resides, 
and  there  educated  his  children.  In  1857  he  sold 
his  farm  and  went  to  Caldwell  Parish,  La.,  where  I 
he  bought  a large  plantation,  but  only  resided  on 
it  about  one  year  before  his  death.  The  mother 
then  sold  out  and  brought  the  family  back  to  Union 
County,  near  Hillsboro.  In  1803  the  family  went 
' to  Texas,  and  after  the  war  returned  to  the 
old  plantation  near  Hillsboro,  which  consisted  of 
1,700  acres,  and  there  the  mother  died  in  1880. 
The  estate  was  then  divided  among  the  heirs. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Cagan  Tatum,  was 
j born  in  Alabama,  came  to  Arkansas  in  1859,  and 
died  there  a few  years  later.  Jesse  P.  Tatum  at- 
tended the  schools  of  Union  County  and  worked 
! on  the  farm  until  1800,  when  he  engaged  as  clerk 
for  John  Tatum,  a merchant  in  El  Dorado,  con- 


tinuing to  clerk  for  various  firms  here  until  1882. 
when  he  engaged  in  conducting  the  Armstrong 
Hotel  in  El  Dorado,  carrying  on  the  same  for 
three  years.  In  1887  he  began  merchandising 
with  A.  P.  Cummings,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Tatum  & Cummings.  The  title  was  subsequently 
changed  by  the  admission  of  another  party.  4 'his 
firm  did  a good  business,  about  830,000  annu- 
ally. On  February  1,  1890,  the  firm  dissolved 
partnership,  and  our  subject,  with  his  former 
partner,  resumed  again  as  Tatum  & Cummings. 
The  firm  has  a general  store,  and  does  a flourishing 
business  in  the  way  of  plantation  supplies,  buying 
cotton,  etc.  They  carry  a stock  of  goods  valued 
at  84,000.  and  are  live,  wide  awake  business  men. 
Mr.  Tatum  is  the  owner  of  about  500  acres  of  land, 
and  the  principal  part  of  this  is  covered  with  good 
timber.  He  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.  and  the 
Seven  Wise  Men.  He  comes  of  an  old  and  hon- 
ored family,  is  social  and  genial  in  his  relations 
with  the  public,  and  has  gained  for  himself  a repu 
tation  as  a solid  and  reliable  tradesman. 

Dr.  William  J,  Thurman,  physician  and  sur- 
geon, Lisbon,  Ark.  Dr.  Thurman  is  one  of  the 
leading  practitioners  of  Union  County,  and  is  a 
physician  of  decided  intelligence  and  ability.  He 
was  born  in  Georgia,  June  21,  1834,  to  the  union 
of  James  C.  and  Ann  M.  (Adair)  Thurman,  natives 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  respectively,  the 
| father  born  in  1810  and  the  mother  in  1810.  The 
parents  were  married  in  1828,  and  the  father  was 
a mechanic  by  trade,  but  also  carried  on  farming. 

| In  1869  he  emigrated  from  Georgia  to  Arkansas. 

! settled  at  Lisbon,  Union  County,  and  there  resided 
until  his  death.  He  was  a minister  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  -Church  for  about  thirty 
Years*  and  was  a good  man  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  the  word.  ■ His  wife  was  a member  of  the 
same  church.  He  was  drafted  in  the  Florida 
War.  but  hired  a substitute.  His  death  occurred 
October  0,  1877.  and  the  mother  died  April  5, 
1SS0.  Their  family  consisted  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren. twelve  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and 
eleven  are  still  living:  Mary  J.,  Hester  A.  E. , 

Mahala  E.,  Isabella  C..  Catherine  A.,  Maria  L., 
Mildred  V.,  James  T..  Mildred  F..  and  Henry  C. 
Dr.  William  J.  Thurman  was  educated  in  the  pri 
vate  schools  of  Decatur,  Ga.,  and  received  liis  med- 
ical education  at  Legrand.  Ala.  Subsequently  he 
returned  to  Georgia,  assisted  in  running  machinery, 
and  after  coming  to  Arkansas,  in  1800,  ho  began 
practicing  medicine,  which  he  has  continued  suc- 
cessfully ever  since.  On  July  7,  1801,  he  was 
married. to  Miss  Margaret  Taylor,  a native  of  North 
i Carolina,  and  in  1802  he  enlisted  in  the  Coufoder- 
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ate  army,  Company  C,  Twenty-fourth  Arkansas 
Regiment,  under  Gen.  Churchill,  and  his  first,  bat- 
tle was  Arkansas  Post.  There  he  was  captured 
and  carried  to  Chicago,  where  he  remained  three 
months,  being  exchanged  April  8,  1868.  After 
this  he  was  engaged  in  hospital  work,  until  186-1. 
when  he  received  a furlough  and  returned  to 
Georgia.  There  he  was  captured  again  and  car 
ried  to  Bloomington.  Ind. , where  he  remained  un- 
til the  surrender.  Returning  to  Arkansas,  he  be- 
i gan  practicing,  and  has  been  thus  engaged  ever 
since.  He  is  a Mason,  and  a member  of  the  Mount 
Moriah  Lodge  No.  18,  in  which  he  has  held  all 
the  offices.  He  was  school  trustee  for  two  years, 
also  held  the  office  of  deputy  sheriff  for  a short 
time,  and  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  esteemed 
citizens  of  the  county.  He  and  Mrs.  Thurman 
| are  members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 

Rev.  Washington  Vines  is  a native  of  Edge- 
field  District,  S.  C. , his  birth  occurring  September 
22,  1841.  the  third  in  a family  of  live  children  born 
to  Neely  and  Sarah  (Porterfield)  Vines,  who  were 
also  born  in  the  Palmetto  State,  but  they  took  up 
their  abode  in  Union  Parish.  La.,  in  1847,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  until  the  death 
of  the  mother,  which  occurred  in  October,  1865, 
the  father’s  death  occurring  in  Winn  Parish.  La., 
in  October.  1885.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
principally  reared  in  Union  Parish.  La.,  and  re- 
! ceived  a good  English  education  in  the  common 
j country  schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Army,  in  Company  C, 
Nineteenth  Louisiana  Regiment.  Cleburne’s  Volun- 
teers, in  1861,  and  was  a faithful  soldier  in  the 
j private  ranks  for  three  years,  taking  part  in  the 
battles  of  Jackson,  Miss. . Chicliamauga  and  nu- 
merous skirmishes.  He  was  slightly  wounded  in 
the  first-named  battle.  After  the  war  and  his  re 
turn  home  he  began  farming,  a calling  he  contin- 
ued to  follow  in  Louisiana  for  some  time,  after 
which  he  moved  to  Texas  and  followed  farming  for 
three  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  settled  in 
Union  County.  Ark.,  and  purchased  a farm  of  about 
400  acres  with  150  under  cultivation,  and  on  this 
j land  he  raises  one-half  bale  of  cotton  and  fifteen 
bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  He  has  on  his  farm  a 
fine  cotton-gin,  grist  and  saw  mill,  which  he  erected 
-in  ISSn  at  a cost  of  $2,200,  and  the  average  amount 
of  lumber  sawed  by  him  per  day  is  3.000  feet,  his 
gin  turning  out  eight  bales  of  cotton,  the  press  he 
uses  being  known  as  the  Double  Quick.  He  was 
married  in  October,  1865,  to  Miss  Tirza  A.  Smith, 
who  moved  to  this  county  from  Alabama  with  her 
parents,  Thomas  and  Lucinda  Smith,  when  she 
was  quite  voting.  Eleven  children  have  been'  burn 


to  them,  three  of  whom  are  dead:  Jordan,  Sarah 
(who  died  in  1876),  Ida,  Jo  Eler  (who  died  in 
1874),  Joannah,  Franklin.  Tirza  !.,  Crawford, 
Minor  W.  (who  died  in  infancy)  and  Annie  Lee. 
Mr.  Vines  is  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  which  he  joined  in  1880,  having  in  1869 
become  a member,  and  in  1878  a minister  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  and  eldest  three 
children  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
also.  He  lias  been  a Mason  since  1878,  his  eldest 
son.  Jordan,  joining  in  1887.  He  is  senior  deacon 
in  the  lodge  located  in  Hillsboro,  and  although  a 
Democrat  takes  but  little  interest  in  politics. 

John  C.  Wallace,  one  of  the  popular  and  lead- 
ing business  men  of  New  London.  Union  County, 
is  another  native-born  resident  of  the  county,  his 
birth  occurring  on  April  23,  1846.  and  is  the  son 
of  Robert  M.  and  Harriet  (Gill)  AYallace,  both  na- 
tives of  Chester  County,  >S.  C.,  the  former  born  in 
1809  and  the  latter  in  1810.  The  parents  were 
married  in  1830  and  the  same  year  emigrated  to 
Alabama,  but  in  1844  moved  to  Arkansas,  settling 
in  Union  County,  where  the  father’s  death  oc 
curred  on  October  12.  1873.  He  had  followed 
farming  all  his  life,  was  active  in  politics,  and  was 
a member  of  the  Masonic  lodge.  Pigeon  Hill  No.  98. 
being  a Master  Mason.  He  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
Their  family  consisted  of  the  following  children: 
William  J.  (deceased).  Robert  G.  (deceased),  Perry 
D.  (deceased),  Julius  A.  (deceased),  and  Ellen  E. 
(who  married  AY.  A.  Harrison).  John  C.  Wallace, 
the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  of  the  above-mentioned 
family,  was  educated  in  New  Orleans,  after  which 
he  began  dealing  in  cotton  in  that  city  and  carried 
this  on  for  six  years.  In  1878  he  began  clerking, 
followed  this  for  a few  years,  and  in  1883  he  was 
appointed  deputy  sheriff.  In  1885  he  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  clerk  of  Union  County  of  the  New 
London  District,  which  position  he  held  for  three 
years.  On  October  20,  188/.  he  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Mary  Z.  (Jameson)  Bates.  Mr.  Wallace  is  a 
real  estate  dealer,  is  a most  energetic  and  thorough 
man  of  business,  and  is  reliable  in  all  his  transac- 
tions. He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Blue  Lodge,  El  Dorado  No.  1.3,  and  Airs.  AVallace 
is  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South. 

Daniel  W.  AVard,  one  of  the  leading  and  sub 
stautial  farmers  of  the  county,  owes  his  nativity 
to  Alabama,  that  State  being  the  birthplace  of 
many  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Union 
County.  He  was  born  on  August  23,  1837.  and 
his  parents,  Solomon  and  Rachel  (Jones)  Ward, 
v ore  natives  of  South  Carolina  and  Alabama  v 
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spectively,  the  father’s  birth  occurring  on  August 
27,  1802.  To  their  marriage  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren— five  sons  and  five  daughters:  Mary  A., 

William  A.,  Harriot  !>.,  Caroline  L , John  J.. 
Francis  M.,  Solomon  L.,  Martha  J.  and  Amanda 
C.  The  father  followed  farming  in  Alabama  until 
1839,  when  he  emigrated  to  Arkansas  and  located 
in  Union  County.  There  his  wife  died  and  in  1857 
he  married  Miss  Margaret  G.  Ryals,  who  was  born 
in  Alabama  and  who  bore  her  husband  two  chil 
dren  : Eugene  P.  and  Willie  S.  Mr.  Ward  was 

one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  county,  and  always 
contributed  liberally  to  all  worthy  movements.  He 
was  also  quite  active  in  pol itics.  He  died  in  1807. 
Daniel  W.  Ward  attended  the  schools  of  Union 
County,  Ark.,  and  after  growing  up  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Groves  on  December 
23,  1857.  She  was  a native  of  Alabama,  and  by 
her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  four  children: 
Calvenia  I.,  Harriet  A.,  William  L.  aud  Daniel  O: 
Mr.  Ward  is  a farmer  by  occupation  and  is  the 
owner  of  160  acres  of  land,  fifty  acres  of  which  are 
under  cultivation.  He  served  in  the  Confederate 
army  during  the  late  war,  enlisting  in  Company 
C.  Twenty-eighth  Louisiana,  in  1862,  and  was  un- 
der Gen.  Dick  Taylor.  He  was  in  all  of  the  prin- 
cipal engagements  west  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  was  discharged  in  1865.  Returning  home  he 
first  began  teaching  and  farming,  but  later  gave 
up  the  first  and  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the 
duties  of  his  farm.  He  held  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  for  two  years,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Ward 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he 
is  deacon. 

B.  W.  M.  Warren,  a well-known  resident  of 
Hillsboro,  Union  County,  Ark. , was  born  in  Greene 
County,  Ala,  on  November  7,  1822,  being  the  fifth 
of  seven  children  born  toR.  H.  and  Lydia  (Minter) 
Warren,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia  and  the 
latter  of  South  Carolina,  their  marriage  being  cel- 
ebrated  in. North  Carolina.  About  1818  they  moved 
to  Alabama,  and  about  1S21  to  Tennessee,  and 
from  there  to  Tippah  County,  Miss.,  taking 
up  their  permanent  abode  in  Columbia  County. 
Ark.,  in  1848.  the  former's  death  occurring  there 
in  1852,  his  widow  dving  in  Lee  County,  Tex.,  iu 
1876.  B.  W.  M.  W arren  spent  the  mo-t  of  his 
boyhood  in  Tippah  County;  Miss.,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  Sharon  in  the  same  State,  where  he  studies 
law  under  his  second  cousin,  H.  S.  Bennett,  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  resided  at  Columbus. 
Miss.  In  1844  Mr.  W arren  began  practicing  law 
in  Tippah  County,  continuing  two  or  three  years, 
then  formed  a connection  with  his  brother.  Col.  E. 
A.  Warren,  and  located  and  practiced  law  for  some 


time  in  the  town  of  Lewisville,  Ark.  They  after 
ward  dissolved  partnership,  and  B.  W.  M.  Warren 
went  to  the  Lone  Star  State,  his  brother  moving 
to  Camden,  Ark.,  where  he  acquired  quite  a repu- 
tation as  a criminal  lawyer,  became  a prominent 
politician,  and  twice  represented  his  district  in  the 
halls  of  Congress, his  political  opponent  for  the  nom- 
ination both  times  being  Albert  Rust,  a Democrat. 
After  his  removal  to  Texas,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
followed  farming  two  years,  after  which  he  moved 
back  to  Columbia  County.  Ark. , and  resumed 
farming,  this  occupation  receiving  his  attention 
until  1851,  when  he  began  merchandising  in  Cam 
den,  a calling  he  continued  to  follow  until  the 
breaking  out -of  the  war.  In  1863  he  came  to  Union 
County,  and  the  following  year  enlisted  as  a private, 
in  the  Confederate  army,  Ninth  Arkansas  Regiment, 
serving  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  He  has  been 
married  three  times,  first  to  Miss  Annie  Parish,  of 
La  Grange,  Tenn.,  but  she  died  in  1849,  leaving 
two  children:  Edward  B.  (at  present  living  at 
Weatherford.  Tex. ),  and  Lavinia  (who  died  in  1 88 1 ). 
In  1850  Mr.  Warren  wedded  Miss  Mary  E. 
Stuart,  of  Camden,  Ark.,  and  to  them  four  chil- 
dren were  born,  which  are  as  follows:  Johnnie  C. 
(who  died  in  1888),  Robert  H.  (who  is  living  in 
Union  County),  Mary  E.  and  Lenora.  The  mother 
of  these  children  passed  from  life  in  1 861,  and  two 
years  late)-  Mr.  Warren  married  his  third  and  pres- 
ent wife.  Mrs.  Henri e R.  Sliulenberger,  who  was 
born  in  Alabama  in  1834,  and  moved  to  the  State 
of  Arkansas  in  1840  with  her  parents.  Her  father 
was  I.  P.  Tatum.  In  1874  Mr.  Warren  began  to 
take  an  active  interest  in  politics,  and  that  year 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  has  been 
elected  every  term  since,  when  Union  County  was 
entitled  to  the  Senator.  He  has  been  a successful 
lawyer,  and  is  held  in  respect  by  the  court  and  bar, 
while  his  hold  upon  the  hearts  of  the  people  is 
still  deeper.  His  popularity  with  the  masses  has 
come  to  him  unsought,  and  is  the  natural  result  of 
his  deep  sympathy  with  humanity.  He  is  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  has  presided  over  the  Blue  Lodge 
at  least  half  of  his  life.  He  and  his  wife  are 
worthy  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Col.  H.  G.  P.  Williams  is  a highly  respected 
and  enterprising  citizen  of  Hillsboro,  Union  County, 
Ark.,  his  birth  occurring  in  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1827,  being  the  fifth  of  fourteen  children 
born  to  Benjamin  C.  and  Martha  (Pounds)  Will 
iams,  who  are  native  Georgians.  They  were  of 
Scotch  and  Irish  origin,  respectively,  and  the  grand 
parents  on  both  sides  came  from  the  old  country. 
The  father  was  in  the  Indian  War  of  1818  or 
1820.  but  in  1843  moved  with  his  family  to  Union 
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County,  Ark.,  and  here  he  and  his  wife  spent  the 
rest  of  their  days.  Col.  H.  G.  P.  Williams  began 
doing  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  was  reared  principally  in  Union  County,  Ark., 
having  obtained  a good  education.  After  farming 
for  some  time  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits, 
and  at  present  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Williams 
& Smith,  which  does  a business  of  from  825,000 
to  835,000  per  year.  On  a lot  owned  by  Mr.  Will 
i iams,  in  the  town  of  Hillsboro,  he  erected  a steam 
cotton-gin.  grist-mill,  cotton  seed-crusher  and 
huller,  stock  feed  mill,  and  also  attached  to  his 
machinery  a saw,  planer  and  matcher,  and  with  all 
this  machinery  does  work  for  the  public.  This  is 
an  exceptionally  useful  combination  mill,  which 
can  not  be  equaled  in  the  State,  and  Mr.  Williams 
is  ready  and  willing  to  add  any  other  machinery 
that  will  add  to  the  interest  of  the  county.  This 
mill  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  a fine  timbered 
country,  anti  in  addition  to  this  property  he  is  the 
owner  of  900  acres  of  land.  100  of  which  are  under 
cultivation.  He  is  greatly  interested  in  the  raising 
of  blooded  stock,  especially  cattle,  having  a nice 
herd  of  Devons,  and  also  has  a registered  Jersey 
male  animal.  Col.  Williams  has  been  married 
twice,  first,  in  1853.  to  Miss  Lovicy  Tatum,  who 
was  a daughter  of  Joshua  P.  and  Sarah  Tatum, 
who  came  from  Alabama  to  Union  County,  Ark., 
about  18 JO.  To  Mr.  Williams  and  his  wife  a 
family  of  five  children  were  born,  all  of  whom  are 
dead  except  Thomas  W . . who  resides  in  Hillsboro. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  August.  1807. 
and  in  December,  ISbS,  Mr.  Williams  married 
Miss  Mary  C.  Smith,  who  is  a native  of  this 
county  and  a daughter  of  Lawson  Smith,  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  county,  who  is  still  living,  his 
home  being  six  miles  north  of  Hillsboro.  To  this 
second  marriage  three  children  have  been  born: 
James  A.,  Horatio  G.  and  Augustus  Garland,  all 
of  whom  are  living,  the  eldest  being  an  attendant 
of  Ouachita  College,  at  Arkadelphia.  Mr.  Will 
iams  joined  the  Confederate  army  in  March.  1862. 
j as  a private  in  a company  of  twelve  months'  troops 
i raised  in  and  around  Hillsboro,  and  by  acclamation 
was  elected  captain  of  this  company,  which  was 
made  a part  of  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas  Infantry 
at  Du  Vail's  Dluff  in  the  spring  of  1802.  At  the 
end  of  three  months  it  was  reorganized  for  the 
war,  and  Mr.  A illiains  was  chosen  major  of  the 
regiment,  and  in  1803  was  promoted  to  colonel. 
After  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson 
the  Nineteenth  Arkansas,  the  Fifteenth  (Port  Hud- 
son) and  the  Twentieth  Arkansas  were  consolidated 


and  this  position  he  held  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  was  in  the  bombardment  of  Port  Pillow, 
from  there  was  ordered  to  the  Shiloh  battle-ground, 
but,  failed  to  make  that  place  until  after  the  battle 
was  fought.  He  afterward  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Farmington,  Corinth  and  Hatchie  Bridge,  in 
which  Gens.  Van  Dorn  and  Price  participated,  and 
after  this  engagement  his  regiment  took  parf  in 
the  battles  at  Baker’s  Creek.  Big  Black  and  siege 
. of  Vicksburg.  Col.  Williams,  being  separated 
from  bis  command  on  other  duty  with  a small 
detachment  of  troops,  joined  Gen.  Joseph  E. 
i Johnston’s  command,  who  was  menacing  the  rear  of 
: Gen.  Grant’s  army,  but  after  tlie  surrender  of 
j Vicksburg  he  retreated  to  Jackson.  Miss.,  being 
followed  by  Sherman's  army,  and  took  part  in  the 
fight  at  that  place.  The  troops  being  paroled  at 
Vicksburg.  Col.  Williams  received  orders  with 
other  officers  from  Gen.  Pemberton  to  return  to 
Arkansas  and  gather  up  the  paroled  troops,  which 
they  did,  establishing  a camp  near  'Washington  in 
Hempstead  County.  After  tlie  exchange  of  pris- 
oners Col.  Williams  was  put  in  command  of  the 
infantry  portion  of  the  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hud- 
son. Ark.,  troops,  constituting  a brigade,  and  led 
them  in  the  battle  of  Jenkins’  Ferry.  He  was 
: slightly  wounded  three  times  in  the  battle  of  Cor- 
: inth,  but  otherwise  was  so  fortunate  as  to  escape 
while  in  the  service.  At  the  early  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  magis- 
trate, serving  about  four  years,  after  which  he  was 
elected  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  18/4.  in 
which  he  served  until  its  adjournment.  Col.  Will- 
iams is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. , having 
joined  that  order  in  1862,  and  be  is  also  a member 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  having  attached 
himself  to  that  denomination  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years.  He  has  always  given  liberally  of  his 
means  to  worthy  enterprises,  and  although  he  is 
now  sixty-three  years  of  age  he  is  a hale  and 
hearty  gentleman,  and  gives  ever}'  promise  of 
spending  many  more  years  of  usefulness  at  Hills- 
boro. He  is  a Democrat,  politically,  works  assidu- 
ously for  the  success  of  his  party,  but  never  asks 
political  preferment  for  himself. 

I.  A.  Wilson,  merchant,  El  Dorado,  Ark. 
Prominent  among  the  most  enterprising  and  sue 
cessful  of  El  Dorado  merchants, -stands  the  name 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  who  bought  out  the  well  known 
mercantile  business  of  J.  G.  Smith  & Son  on  Jan- 
uary 14.  1889.  He  carries  a full  line  of  general 
merchandise,  buys  cotton,  and  carries  a stock  of 
goods  valued  at  about  86,000.  He  is  a popular 
business  man,  and  his  large  trade  has  been  secured 
by  a system  of  operations  conducted  upon  the 


and  became  known  as  the  Third  Consolidated  Reg- 
iment, to  the  command  of  which  he  was  assigned. 
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strictest  principles  of  mercantile  integrity.  Mr. 
Wilson  was  born  in  Sumter  County,  Ga.,  on  Sep- 
tember 28,  1854.  and  divided  his  tifne  in  youth  in 
assisting  on  the  home  farm  and  in  attending  the 
common  schools  of  this  county.  In  1888  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  dentistry  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
at  the  University  of  Tennessee,  and  graduated 
from  the*  same  in  188-4.  He  then  returned  to  El 
Dorado  and  began  the  practice  of  that  profession, 
following  it  until  January  14.  1889.  when  he  bought 
out  the  above-mentioned  mercantile  firm.  On  May 
14,  1885.  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annie 
Gresham,  the  daughter  of  W.  D.  Gresham,  and  a 
native  of  Union  County,  Ark.  Her  father  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  the  county.  To  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  were  born  two  children: 
Willie  C.  and  Hendrick  Alonzo,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  months.  Mr.  Wilson  enjoys  a most 
enviable  reputation  for  integrity  and  high  business 
ability,  while  he  is  esteemed  and  respected  bv  all. 
Mrs.  Wilson  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  parents  of  our  subject,  J.  G.  and  Rebecca  G. 
(Robinson)  Wilson,  were  natives  of  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  respectively.  After  marriage  they 
emigrated  to  Louisiana  (1855),  where  the  father 
carried  on  farming,  and  in  1869  they  settled  in 
Columbia  County.  Ark.,  where  they  remained  until 
1874.  They  then  came  to  Union  County,  bought 
400  acres  of  good  land,  and  here  the  father  made 
many  improvements  and  soon  had  200  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  tilled  the  soil  until  his  death  on 
October  24,  1889.  He  was  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  for  years  and  an  active 
worker  in  the  same.  The  mother  still  lives  at  El 
Dorado.  Their  family  consisted  of  eight  children, 
I.  A.  Wilson  being  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 

Col.  John  C.  Wright,  planter,  Eldorado,  Ark. 
This  gentleman  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens 
and  most  extensive  planters  in  the  county.  He 
was  originally  from  Talbot.  Ga. , w lie  re  his  birth 
occurred  in  March,  1835,  and  was  the  second  of 
seven  children,  the  result  of  the  union  of  Major 
and  Martha  (Crowell)  Wright,  the  father  a native 
of  Maryland  and  the  mother  of  South  Carolina. 
The  father  came  to  Georgia  in  about  1825.  and  at 
once  engaged  in  merchandising.  He  settled  and 
laid  out  the  town  of  Macon,  where  he  soon  erected 
a store  house  and  was  one  of  the  first  merchants. 
He  remained  there  until  about  1883.  and  then 
removed  to  Talbotton.  where  he  resided  until  1838. 
after  which  he  removed  to  Russell  Countv,  Ala. 
The  Indians  were  still  in  this  country  and  bothered 
Mr.  Wright  a great  deal.  At  one  time,  had  the 
family  not  received  warning  from  some  friendly 
Indians,  they  would  all  have  been  massacred.  In 


1843  Mr.  Wright  moved  to  Ark. . settled  near  Lis 
bon.  Union  County,  and  secured  a large  tract  of 
land.  To  the  original  tract  he  continued  adding 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  when  he  owned 
several  thousand  acres.  He  came  to  this  county 
involved,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  tbe  war  he  had 
amassed  a property  of  over  $100,000,  all  made 
from  farming  operations  in  this  county.  During 
the  strife  he  did  ail  he  could  to  advance  the  Con- 
federate cause,  and  at  tbe  close  was  bankrupt.  He 
died  in  June.  1867,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
years.  Mr.  W right  was  an  ardent  and  enthusi- 
astic Whig  in  his  political  views,  and  was  a pub- 
lic-spirited citizen.  He  was  one  of-  the  founders 
of  the  Mount  Holly  Presbyterian  Church  and 
Academy,  was  one  of  the  first  elders  of  the  church, 
and  assisted  in  building  the  same  up  to  promi- 
nence. The  mother  died  in  September.  1887,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  When  the  Wrights 
came  to  Arkansas.  Col.  John  C.  was  but  seven 
years  of  age.  and  he  attended  such  schools  as  the 
country  afforded  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  after 
which  he  began  to  assume  charge  of  his  father’s 
estate.  This  he  continued  until  twenty-four  years 
of  age  when  he  married  Miss  Alabama  Newton, 
native  of  Alabama,  and  the  daughter  of  -lohn  and 
Penelope  Newton.  Mr.  Newton  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  county  and  a representative  citi- 
zen. He  bought  property  in  the  limits  of  El  Do- 
rado in  1846  and  soon  erected  the  tine  residence 
in  which  our  subject  now  resides.  He  was  one  of 
the  principal  patrons  of  a female  academy  at  El 
Dorado,  and  was  identified  with  every  public  en- 
terprise during  his  short  lifetime.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1 S48.  Col.  Wright,  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  began  farming  for  himself  (his  father 
giving  him  a good  farm  to  start  with),  and  in  Jan- 
uarv,  1860.  he  bought  a farm  of  1,500  acres  eight 
miles  north  of  El  Dorado,  twenty- five  negro  slaves, 
and  made  a large  crop  in  that  year.  His  crop  of 
cotton  was  burned  accidentally.  In  September, 
1861.  he  raised  a company,  took  it  to  Camden, 
where  it  was  organized  into  a regiment,  and  our 
subject  was  elected  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Arkansas  Regiment.  He  was  sent  to  Fort 
Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  and  when  the 
fort  fell  the  Colonel's  regiment  retreated  to  Fort 
Doiielson,  leaving  all  baggage,  and  many  of  the 
men  in  their  Hurt  sleeves.  At  Fort  Donelson, 
during  a period  of  very  cold  weather,  the  men 
suffered  very  much.  After  the  surrender  when 
the  command  was  sent  north  to  prison,  Col. 
Wright  was  ill  and  left  in  the  hospital,  where  he 
remained  about  ten  days,  after  which,  with  the  aid 
nf  several  Federal  officers,  he  made  his  escape  and 
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came  homo.  In  about  a month  ho  reported  to 
Gen.  Bra" or  at  Corinth,  who  sent  him  with  Gen 

r?  n 

Hindman  to  organize  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment. and  after  organization  all  the  soldiers 
j in  Southern  Arkansas  were  assigned  to  duty  in 
Morgan’s  regiment.  Col.  Bright  was  in  the 
battles  of  Prairie  Grove,  Fort  Smith  aud  Back 
j bone.  In  the  fall  of  1863  he  was  elected  to  the 

j command  of  a cavalry  regiment,  known  as 

Wright's  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  this  regiment 
took  a prominent  part  in  all  battles  of  Arkansas 
and  Missouri  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
with  Gen.  Price  in  his  Missouri  campaign,  and 
during  this  raid  was  in  eighteen  battles  and  skir- 
mishes innumerable  and  had  six  horses  shot  from 
under  him.  His  regiment  was  afterward  sent  to 
Shreveport,  La.,  and  here  Col.  W right  was  sent  by 
Gen.  Kirby  Smith  to  East  Arkansas  to  reorganize 
the  forces  there.  He  was  then  paroled,  June, 
1865,  when  he  returned  to  his  home,  wliel'e 
he  found  everything  gone.  He  had  sold  all  he 
owned  before  the  war,  and  since  has  acquired, 
through  his  wife,  large  tracts,  which  he  is  farm- 
ing in  a thorough  manner.  Farming  has  been  his 
principal  occupation,  aud  the  energetic  and  wide- 
awake manner  in  which  he  has  taken  advantage  of 
all  methods  and  ideas  tending  to  the  enhanced 
value  of  his  property,  has  had  a great  deal  to  do 
with  his  success.  He  and  family  are  residing  on 

* O 

the  old  Newton  homestead  in  El  Dorado,  to  which 
there  are  560  acres  attached,  and  in  the  country, 
four  miles  away,  they  have  '2,500,  500  acres  of 
which  are  open  land.  On  this  place  the  Colonel 


house  and  one  of  the  finest  barns  in  Union 
County.  In  fruits  he  has  all  kinds,  and  has  suc- 
cession of  peaches  from  June  until  frost.  Il  is  a 
tine  peach  and  grape  country.  Col.  Wright  has 
recently  erected  a large  gin  with  a capacity  of 
fourteen  bales  per  day,  and  a grist-mill  that  is 
equal  to  any  in  the  country.  He  has  always  been 
the  leader  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  been 
active  in  all  measures  to  reform  and  improve  its 
affairs.  In  ISi^  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature 
of  the  State,  and  previous  to  this,  in  1874-75-76. 

! he  was  county  clerk  of  Union  County.  He  was 
re  elected  to  this  position  from  1880  to  1886.  and 
served  three  terms,  being  admirably  suited  to  the 
duties  of  the  same,  as.  indeed,  he  would  be  to 
any  office  calling  for  absolute  correctness.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  El  Dorado 
Lodge  No.  13.  and  also  of  Chapter  No.  35.  and  of 
the  Council;  is  an  I.  O.  O.  I’.,  K.  of  P.  and  belongs 
to  the  L.  of  H.  To  Col.  Wright  and  wife  were  born 
six  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Nel- 


lie (wife  of  George  A.  Spyker,  aud  resides  in 
Baton.  Rouge),  Robert,  Whitaker  and  Pattie. 
j The  two  children  deceased  were  James  Newton, 
who  died  in  1862,  and  Mary,  who  died  in  1867, 
both  infants. 

J.  W.  Young,  planter.  Mount  Holly,  Ark.  This 
; young,  but  very  successful  tiller  of  the  soil  is  a 
native  of  this  county,  his  birth  occurring  on  the 
i farm  where  he  now  resides,  on  January  22,  1862. 

| and  is  the  son  of  William  W.  Young,  who  was 
i born  in  Alabama,  November  2,  1809.  The  maiden 
; name  of  the  mother  was  Cynthia  Taylor,  and  she 
! was  also  a native  of  Alabama,  born  November  23. 

: 1828.  The  parents  were  married  January  7,  1849. 

1 and  to  them' were  born  eleven  children:  William, 
Edward  C. , Robert  T. , Mattie,  Mollie,  Carrie. 
Jesse,  Nannie,  Grover  and  Helen.  Carrie,  Nannie. 

! Grover  and  Helen  are  deceased.  The  father  had 
! been  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life,  and  in  1848 
he  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Union 
j County  where  he  continued  his  former  occupation 
: until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  20,  1876. 
The  mother  died  September  7,  1889.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

! South,  and  Mr.  Young  held  the  position  of  steward 
in  the  same  for  many  years.  The  Young  family 
is  of  Irish-English  origin.  After  the  death  of  the 
father,  his  son  Robert  carried  on  the  farm  for 
three  years,  and  then  in  1879  our  subject  took 
charge.  He  has  been  making  many  improvements 
and  is  doing  remarkably  well.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Jesse  Taylor,  was  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  born  in  1807,  and  he  emigrated  from  his 
native  State  to  Alabama.  There  he  remained  for 
a number  of  years  and  then  emigrated  to  Missis- 
sippi, where  he  passed  the  closing  scenes  of  his 
life.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South. 

Corrected  too  late  for  alphabetical  insertion. 

Frank  Newton,  farmer.  El  Dorado,  Ark. 
Another  agriculturist  of  the  county  who,  though 
young  in  years,  is  rapidly  pushing  his  way  to  the 
front  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  farm,  is  Frank 
Newton,  who  was  born  near  Hillsboro,  Union 
County,  iu  1860.  He  was  the  youngest  of  ten  chil- 
dren born  to  Green  and  Theresa  (Jones)  Newton, 
natives  of  Georgia  aud  Virginia,  respectively.  The 
father  followed  farming  in  Georgia  for  some  time, 
and  then  came  to  Arkansas  at  an  early  day.  He  was 
among  the  pioneers  of  Union  County,  and  there 
his  nuptials  were  celebrated.  He  was  a large  land 
owner  in  this  county,  also  owning  land  across  the 
line  in  Louisiana,  and  had  1,000  acres  under  culti- 
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vation.  He  was  a public  spirited  citizen  and  a 
prominent,  man  of  the  county,  representing  tlie 
same  in  the  General  Assembly  two  terms  His 
residence  near  Hillsboro  was  known  as  one  of  the 
iinest  places  in  the  county,  and  he  also  owned  a 
section  of  land  in  Texas.  He  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  was  liberal  and  public 
spirited  in  all  things  and  was  well  known  through- 
out the  county.  He  died  in  1865,  leaving  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years,  and 
three  of  whom,  Louis  D.,  Isaac  and  Dee,  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  Army,  Third  Arkansas  Regi- 


ment. Frank  Newton  was  reared  to  farm  labor, 
attended  the  common  schools,  and  when  but  a 
child  was  left  fatherless.  After  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  began  clerking  for  Armstrong  & Bros.,  and 
continued  with  them  for  live  years,  after  which  he 
became  actively  engaged  in  tilling  the  -soil.  He 
purchased  1,200  acres  near  El  Dorado,  on  which 
he  now  resides,  and  has  300  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, the  balance  being  covered  with  good  timber. 
He  also  owns  <50  acres  in  Louisiana,  200  acres  of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  and  this  he  rents  out. 
The  mother  died  in  December,  1888. 
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Ashley  County— Organization  and  Limits— Early  Court  Affairs — Circuit  Court— Roll  of  A t- 
torneys—Legal  E x ec  ut  ions  — Public  Struct  cues— List  of  Public  Servants— Appearance 
of  Settlers— Homes  Taken—  Pioneer  Experiences— Early  Marriages— Extent-  of 
County — Variety  of  Soil— Water  Supply — Kesou roes—  Financial  Condition 
— Townships— Post-offices — Communication — War  Matters  — Business 
Centers  — Hamburg  — Poplar  Bluff  — Public  and  Private 
Schools— Ecclesiastical— Individual  Mention. 


About  me  round  I saw 
Hill,  dale  and  shady  woods,  and  sunny  plains 
And  liquid  lapse  ot'  mur'm’ring  streams. — Milton. 


SHLEY  COUNTY  was 
formed  November  30,  1848, 
with  Hamburg  as  the  se- 
lected seat  of  justice.  The 
line  between  Ashley  and 
Chicot  Counties,  by  an  act 
of  the  Legislature,  was 
changed  January  19,  1861, 
and  a part  of  Ashley  was 
restored  to  Bradley  January  1,  1859. 
The  county  was  taken  from  Drew 
County.  In  order  of  formation  it  is 
the  fifty-third,  and  had,  in  1850,  a 
population  of  2,058  souls. 

At  a meeting  of  the  first  county 
court  held  after  the  county  was  or- 
ganized the  boundary  lines  were  fixed 
of  the  tive  original  townships —White, 
Egypt.  Carter,  Debast rop  and  Union; 
ten  road  districts  were  also  defined.  Tin's  court 
convened  on  the  third  Monday  in  April.  1849,  Hon. 
William  E.  Willlis  presiding  as  judge,  with  La 
niarcus  Deal  and  Joseph  Adams  assisting  justices. 
The  first  business  transacted  consisted  of  the  bonds 
of  the  several  county  officers  being  presented  and 
passed  upon  by  the  court.  The  magnitude  of  the 
countv  revenue  can  readily  be  imagined,  as  the 
sheriff’s  bond  was  85.0(10:  that  of  the  treasurer, 
82.000;  the  clerk’s  bond  as  circuit  clerk.  83.000, 


and  as  county  clerk,  82,000.  Robert  Willis  is  the 
first  man  mentioned  to  whom  a warrant  on  the 
county  treasurer  was  issued,  the  sum  being  81  for 
services  as  bailiff  to  the  jury  at  the  preceding  term 
of  the  circuit  court. 

County  and  circuit  court  was  held  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Isaac  Denson  for  several  terms,  and  for 
the  use  of  his  house  he  was  allowed  the  sum  of  85 
for  each  session.  The  county  court  issued  its  first 
citation,  commanding  William  Daniels  to  appear 
at  the  next  term  of  court,  to  he  holden  Monday. 
April  30.  1849.  “then  and  there  to  show  cause,  if 
any,  why  he  should  not  be  dealt  with  according  as 
the  law  directs,  for  allowing  his  negroes  to  live 
without  some  free  white  person  with  them,  to  the 
annoyance  of  the  neighborhood.’’  The  following- 
named  men  were  drawn  as  grand  jurors;  Moses 
Thompson,  Ambrose  Bull/Jacob  Silers,  Argil e Hes- 
lep.  Thomas  Thompson,  Henry  C.  Roberts,  John 
Stewart,  Steaks  Allen,  John  L.  Hawkins,  Ruben 
Denson,  David  Hinkson.  James  L.  Holloway,  Da- 
vid Suddeth,  Thomas  Wadkins,  George  B.  Gregory 
and  Malachi  Willis.  For  the  petit  jury;  Isaac 
Denson,  Thomas  C.  Denson,  Green  Smith,  Michael 
Hill,  Laughlin  Stewart.  Demsey  Watson,  Calvin 
Griffith,  William  Lee.  John  P.  Fisher.  Washington 
Lee,  Hiram  B.  Kenedy.  Rufus  Denson,  Johnson 
Bull,  Madison  Denson.  James  Jourden.  G.  W.  Den- 
ton, John  W.  P.  Doyle  and  Robert  Thompson. 
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For  White  Township,  the  managers  of  the  gen- 
eral election  of  1830  were  Isaac  Denson.  "Ambrose 
Bull  and  William  Daniels:  for  Egypt  Township. 
James  Sims,  Joel  Hawley  and  Mr.  \\  illiams:  for 
Carter  Township,  John  Carter,  Josiah  Stevens 
and  William  Hopkins:  for  Debastrop,  John  L. 
Hawkins,  Anguish  Cameron  and  Joseph  Dean; 
for  Union  Township,  John  P.  Fisher,  John  D. 
Herd  and  Cypeau  Lambert.  The  place  of  holding- 
elections  in  White  Township  -was  the  house  of 
Isaac  Denson;  Debastrop,  the  house  of  Joseph 
Dean;  Union,  the  house  of  Henry  Tramels;  Egypt, 
the  house  of  Squire  Norris;  Carter,  the  house  of 
John  Carter. 

The  same  court,  on  April  JO.  1S40.  ordered 
that  ‘ ‘ one-sixth  of  one  per  cent  be  levied  as  ad  va 
lornm  tax  on  all  taxable  property  in  the  county  of 
Ashley;  also  75  cents  for  each  white  free  ‘mail' 
inhabitant  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  and  under 
the  age  of  sixty  years  of  age.” 

The  first  proceedings  in  chancery  in  Ashley 
County  were  instituted  in  a suit  in  partition  for  a 
division  of  the  Boy  croft  estate.  The  order  was 
granted.  In  the  first  circuit  court  there  were  but 
two  cases  before  the  court  in  the  case  of  Hugh  M. 
Gary,  plaintiff,  and  Henry  C.  Dade  and  Isaac  I. 
Newton,  defendants.  Gary  secured  judgment  to 
the  amount  of  §250  and  costs;  the  case  of  E. 
L.  Strange,  plaintiff-,  and  Robert  Trammell,  de- 
fendant. was  dismissed  at  the  cost  of  the  plaintiff. 
The  grand  jury  came  iido  court  and  by  their  fore- 
man reported  that  they  found  no  indictments,  and 
that  there  w7as  no  business  before  them,  thereupon 
the  prosecuting  attorney  stating  he  had  nothing  to 
lay  before  them,  they  were  discharged.  It  was 
then  ordered  that  court  adjourn  until  court  in 
course.  This  court  was  held  on  the  first  Monday 
after  the  fourth  Monday  in  March,  in  the  year  1S49, 
at.  the  house  of  Isaac  Denson,  at  Fountain  Hill. 

Ashley  County  is  in  the  Third  Congressional 
District,  and  the  Tenth  Judicial  Circuit.  The  pres- 
ent circuit  judge  is  C.  D.  Wood,  of  Monticello, 
who  was  elected  September  0,  1SS6,  his  term  to 
expire  October  80,  1890.  The  prosecuting  attorney. 
C.  R.  Fuller,  resides  at  Princeton.  He  was  elected 
September  8,  1888.  and  his  term  expires  October 
30,  1890.  Court  is  held  twice  a year  commencing 
on  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  A.ugust.  and 
lasting  two  weeks.  This  county  was  formerly  in 
the  Second  Circuit.  The  judges  who  occupied  this 
bench  included  such  well-known  individuals  as 
Josiah  Gould,  John  C.  Murray,  T.  F.  Sorrels, 
John  C.  Murray.  J.  F.  Lowery  and  W.  H.  Harrison. 
Among  the  prosecuting  attorneys  were  T.  F. 
Sorrels,  W.  P.  Grace,  S.  F.  Arnett.  D.  W.  Carroll. 
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C.  C.  Goddeu,  and  \\  . F.  Slemmons.  Since  in 
eluded  in  the  Tenth  Circuit,  Judges  H.  P.  Morse. 

D.  W . Carroll,  T.  F.  Sorrels.  J.  M.  Bradley  and 
C.  D.  Wood  have  presided,  the  prosecuting  attor- 
neys being  J.  McL.  Barton,  H.  King  White,  M. 
McGehee.  J.  C.  Barrow,  M L.  Hawkins  and  R. 
C.  Fuller. 

The  resident  attorneys  are  M.  L.  Hawkins, 
Norman  A Wooldridge,  and  \Y.  S.  Lawson,  Van 
H.  Manning,  afterward  in  Congress,  from  Missis- 
sippi, was  at  one  time  a member  of  the  Ashley 
County  bar,  as  were  also  Judge  James  B.  Wood, 
now  on  the  bench  in  the  Seventh  Circuit:  George 
W.  Murphy,  of  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  and  also  the 
present  presiding  judge. 

Legal  penalties  for  crime  have  been  adminis- 
tered in  this  county,  as  the  following  facts  show: 

. » O 

In  1853  a negro  man  and  woman  were  hanged  for 
the  murder  of  their  master,  a man  named  Davis. 
October  20.  1872.  Frank  Cobb  was  hanged  for  the 
murder  of  Dr.  W.  L.  Mclvoin.  a most  atrocious 
crime.  Cobb  having  waylaid  McKoin,  and  shot 
him  off  his  horse.  H.  P.  Morse  was  the  judge  to 
pass  sentence  and  J.  P.  Harbison,  sheriff. 

October  22,  1881,  Boge  Jackson  and  Henry 
Hill  were  hanged  for  the  murder  of  Rube  Jordan. 
This  affair  grew-  out  of  a difficulty  at  a negro 
dance,  all  the  parties  concerned  being  negroes. 
Jackson  was  the  principal  and  Hill  received  his 
sentence,  as  being  accessory  before  the  fact.  T. 
F.  Sorrels  was  then  judge,  and  Thomas  St il well, 
sheriff. 

On  the  night  of  July  7,  1877.  George  Jackson, 
being  incarcerated  in  the  county  jail,  charged  with 
rape  and  murdering  his  victim,  was  taken  by  a 
mob  and  hanged.  Sam,  a brother  to  George  es- 
caped, and  w-as  gone  seven  years,  but  was  finally 
caught  and  brought  back,  and  on  the  second  night, 
August  1,  lo84.  lie  too  w-as  hanged.  The  county 
has  had  its  share  of  tragedies  in  the  past,  but  no- 
where in  the  State  can  there  now  be  found  a bet- 
ter class  of  society  nor  more  orderly  law-abiding 
citizens 

At  the  April  term  of  the  county  court,  1850. 
S.  F.  Maines  was  appointed  commissioner  to  let 
the  building  of  a county  jail,  “to  cost  $1 ,200.  the 
lower  story  to  be  built  of  double  logs,  ten  inches 
thick,  lined  with  inch  plank,  nailed  with  six-inch 
spikes,  drove  every  four  inches,  the  fioor  to  lie  of 
one-foot  square  timber.”  The  upper  storv  was 
not  quite  so  substantial  in  its  construction.  At 
the  October  term  of  court,  1850,  S.  F.  Maines,  A. 
J.  Hays  and  E.  H.  Moore  were  appointed  com 
missioners  to  let  the  building  of  a clerk's  and 
sheriff’s  offices,  at  a cost  of  8200.  the  bnildino-  to 
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he  erected  on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  square, 
in  the  town  of  Hamburg.  During  the  April  term, 
1 S53,  the  commissioners  were  instructed  to  let  the 
contract  for  the  building  of  a county  court-house, 
on  Monday.  May'  30.  1 850.  said  building  not  to  cost 
exceeding  $5,000. 

Iu  January,  1854,  the  first  payment  is  recorded 
as  made  to  the  contractors,  and  the  building  was 
completed  in  September  of  the  same  year,  as  at 
the  October  term  of  court  following  Samuel  F. 
Maines  was  released  from  all  responsibility  at- 
tached to  his  office  as  commissioner.  In  I860  the 
court-house  was  burned,  and  the  construction  of 
the  present  one  almost  immediately  begun.  It  is 
a substantial  brick  structure,  having  the  clerk's  and 
sheriff’s  offices  and  jury  rooms"  down  stairs,  and 
the  court  room  in  the  second  story.  About  the 
same  time,  a new  jail  was  built.  It  also  is  of 
brick,  and  two  stories  high. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  refer  to  those  individu- 
als who  have  been  called  upon  to  serve  the  people 
of  Ashley  County  in  the  various  capacities  men- 
tioned. Some  of  them,  indeed  many,  held  office 
two  or  more  terms. 

Judges — W.  E.  Willis,  A.  J.  Hays.  H.  Bryant, 
M.  M.  Fleming.  T.  T.  Harris,  W.  S.  Lawson, 
J.  P.  Wammack ,*  AY . T.  Duckworth,  James  L. 
Pugh,  AY.  G.  Rolfe,  AA  . S.  Lawson,  T.  J.  Wells, 
J.  C.  Downey. 

Clerks  — G.  AV.  AYorthington.  J.  B.  Savage, 
R.  F.  Holmes,  A.  AA7.  Files,  J.  J.  Curry, f AY.  J. 
AA7hite,  F.  L.  Thompson.  Z.  P.  Stoll.  J 

Sheriffs — AA'.  M.  Ducker.  James  Norris,  B. 
Tiner,  B.  C.  Gibbs.  £ J.  P.  Harbinson,  M.  H. 
Dean,  T.  D.  Norris,  Thomas  S Stilwell,  J.  P. 
Clark. 

Treasurers  - J.  N.  Thompson,  Amos  AVaddle, 
AV.  F.  Conner.  L.  Denson.  W.  H.  Scott.  John 
Goodwin.  J.  AA".  Everett,  P.  T.  Harbinson,  AA7. 
B.  Stell,  AM  T.  Evans,  J.  J.  Jenkins.  J.  H. 
White.®  R.  B.  Sawyer.  J.  B.  Bunn.** 

Coroners — John  Hinkson,  Abner  Files, ft  T.  P. 
Ailes,  A.  J.  Shockley,  Benjamin  Tiner,  C.  P. 
Cobbert,  H.  C.  AA  bite,  J.  S.  Barries,  J.  F.  Ram 
sour,  AA\  P.  Fisher.  H.  AY.  Wade,  T.  A.  Haubey, 
A.  Oster.  John  Hill.  Jesse  Hill,  AA’illiaui  Smith, 
AY.  B.  Rolfe,  J.  S.  Hall. 

* Deceased  anil  snci-mUal  by  W.  .1.  Duckworth.  August.  1SUS. 

+ V.  W.  Files  removed,  bv  special  military  order,  dated  October. 

1807. 

f Died  during  his  second  term,  and  It.  It.  Itadford  elected  to  till 
his  place. 

$ Ih  l iner,  removed  by  special  military  order,  dated  October.  !S07. 

Succeeded.  December  s.  i le,  Worthington.  Succeeded. 

■ iaimary.  l-'.w,  by,).  S.  Vrnistronu.  Succeeded,  .la unary.  Is.', 7.  In 
Williams. 

• Died,  and  William  Woolbridire  elected.  December.  IS, s|, 

Uesjcued  and  (I.C.  Wilson  elected  to  li II  his  place. 

1 ' D.  D.  Ileslep,  from  March.  |s.‘l : < hi  Files  not  ”1  \ iim  bond. 


Surveyors — D.  D.  Sims,  C.  Allen.  AVilliam 
14  AA’illis,  AA'illiam  Hughes.  F.  Tatum,  AA'.  T. 
Duckworth,  Robert  Daniels,  R.  D.  Harang.  AA'ill 
iam  Hughes,  J.  H.  Callaway,  AA  illiam  Htrglies.  J. 
13.  Jackson. 

Assessors — J.  H.  W hite,  AA'.  AA'.  Cochran,  AV. 
H.  Allen,  J.  AA’.  Taylor,  D.  F.  Dunn,  R.  I'. 
Tucker,  M.  Muchian,  B.  M.  AA'atson.  AA7.  I’. 
Chiles. 

The  representatives  from  this  county  were: 
Thomas  B.  Savage,  in  the  Ninth  Legislature; 
in  the  Tenth,  John  R.  Allen:  Eleventh.  John 
Hill;  Twelfth,  not  given;  Thirteenth.  Robert 
Tucker;  Fourteenth,  Robert  Tucker;  Fifteenth, 
not  given;  Confederate  Legislature,  held  at  AA’ash- 
ington,  Ark.,  from  September  22  to  October  2. 
1804,  Robert  Tucker:  Sixteenth,  J.  H.  Johnston; 
Seventeenth,  Ashley  was  in  Twenty-second  L>is- 
trict,  containing  Ashley,  Chicot,  Drew  and  Desha 
Counties,  represented  byr  N.  M.  Newell,  C.  F. 
Simms,  R.  S.  Curry.  D.  S.  AA'ells,  and  Z.  If. 
Manus;  Eighteenth,  same  counties,  represented  by 
A.  J.  Robinson,  C.  AM  Freddy,  H.  Marr,  E.  A. 
Fulton,  J.  AA7.  Harris  and  John  AA' ebb;  Nineteenth, 
District  represented  by  S.  4V.  McLeod.  John  C. 
Rollins,  X.  J.  Pindalh  O.  F.  Parish.  J.  T.  AY. 
Tillar  and  J.  E.  Joslyn;  extra  session  convened 
by  Gov.  Elisha  Baxter.  May  1 1,  1874,  and  held 
until  May  28,  1874.  the  district  represented  by  J. 
T.  AA’.  Tillar,  L.  L.  Johnston,  A.  AA".  Files  and 
X.  J.  Pindall;  Twentieth,  Ashley  County  repre- 
sented by  J.  D.  Bragg;  Twenty-first,  Hogan  Al- 
len ; Twenty-second,  E.  L.  Lowe;  Twenty  third. 
A.  AA'.  Files;  Twenty -fourth,  AA".  G.  Rolfe;  Twen- 
ty-fifth, Hogan  Allen;  Twenty-sixth,  Hogan  Allen, 
who  is  the  present  incumbent. 

The  first  settlement  in  Ashley  County,  of  which 
there  is  now  any  trace,  was  made  by  the  French,  at 
Long  View,  on  the  Saline  River,  this  being  near 
the  highway  connecting  Arkansas  Post  and  Monroe, 
in  Louisiana.  Of  this  settlement  there  were  two 
families — Fogle  and  Buleet  - who  claimed  to  have 
located  there  in  1709  or  1770.  Some  years  later 
came  Acan,  and  these,  with  their  grown-up  chil- 
dren, constituted  for  perhaps  three-quarters  of  a 
century  the  white  people  of  the  present  Ashley 
County. 

In  1842  Isaac  and  Thomas  Denson  located  at 
Fountain  Hill,  coming  from  Mississippi.  They 
were  men  well  suited  for  the  niche  they  till  in  the 
pioneer  history  of  the  county  of  their  adoption. 
They  were  in  turn  followed  by  others,  who  were 
lured,  either  by  the  exaggerated  tales  always  told 
of  a new  territory,  or  led  by  the  roving  propensi- 
ties that  pushed  so  many  daring  spirits  into  the 
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wilderness,  and  forerunners  of  the  civilization  to 
follow,  till  in  1846.  in  and  about  Fountain  Hill, 
were  William  Daniels,  an  Alabamaian,  Elijah  Kirk- 
patrick. from  North  Carolina,  a Air.  Sparks  and 
Dean,  from  Georgia;  also  Nathaniel  Denson,  a 
preacher,  Capt.  Derton.  a Virginian,  living  at  Long 
View,  and  William  S.  Willis,  who,  upon  the  or- 
ganization of  the  county,  was  its  first  county  and 
probate  judge,  a man  whose  good,  hard  sense, 
great  native  ability,  and  remarkable  originality 
made  him  a leader  until  the  time  of  his  death.  In 
deciding  points  of  law.  his  high  regard  of  right  and 
wrong  weighed  heavier  than  the  points  of  legal 
arguments  that  might  be  advanced  by  the  counsel 
in  the  case.  An  anecdote  will  serve  to  illustrate 
this.  An  attorney.  W.  M Harrison,  who  after- 
ward became  one  of  the  associate  chief  justices  of 
the  State,  was  making  quite  an  elaborate  argument 
before  him.  Court  was  being  held  in  the  dwelling 
of  Isaac  Denson,  whose  house  had  a broad  porch 
extending  its  entire  length  in  front,  around  which 
was  a railing.  A mulberry  tree  in  the  yard,  then 
bearing  ripe  fruit,  was  visited  by  a red-headed 
woodpecker,  which,  after  securing  a berry,  would 
fly  to  the  railing  and  then  to  an  old  pine  snag 
standing  near.  After  repeating  the  performance 
several  times,  Judge  Willis  became  so  interested 
in  the  motions  of  the  bird  that  he  entirely  forgot 
court,  advocate  and  all  surrroundings.  Harrison 
having  finished  his  speech,  the  Judge  came  back  to 
i a realization  of  his  position,  and  requested  the  at 
torney  to  make  his  speech  over,  as  that  d — — d 
woodpeeker  had  taken  his  attention.  Harrison 
* desired  to  call  the  Judge's  attention  to  some  par- 
ticular point  in  law.  W illis  said:  ‘ 1 Mr.  Harrison, 

that  is  the  law,  is  it?”  Harrison  answered.  Ye- 
sir.”  “Then  hold  up  your  hand  and  swear  to  it.” 
came  the  command  from  the  Judge.  It  was  use- 
less to  expostulate  and  urge  that  such  a proceeding 
w'as  without  a precedent,  so  as  Harrison  would  not 
take  the  required  oath,  his  plea  was  not  admitted. 
The  Judge  then  turning  to  the  sheriff,  said. 

“Mr.  Sheriff,  take  a gun  and  kill  that  d d 

woodpecker,  it  interrupts  this  court.-’ 

\\  illis  was  a convivial,  rolicking,  big  hearted 
man,  fond  of  hunting,  and  given  to  occasional  in- 
! diligences  in  the  social  glass.  He  lived  some  effiht. 
or  ten  miles  from  the  nearest  settlement,  and  near 
his  house  found  a deer  lick.  Fixing  a place  on 
the  bank  of  a small  creek,  which  the  game  might 
approach,  he  frequently  to"k  his  station  there  and 
awaited  tire  arrival  of  the  deer.  On  oue  occasion 
being  duly  installed  in  his  quarters,  intently  watch- 
ing along  the  path,  he  was  suddenly  startled  to  hear 
a noise  behind  him.  Turning  quickly,  the  .sight 


j that  greeted  him  was  a huge  bear  standing  upright, 
with  its  paws  extended,  looking  upon  him.  To 
tumble  over  into  the  ravine  was  but  the  work  of  a 
moment,  and  upon  casting  his  eyes  upward,  there 
was  old  bruin  in  the  same  attitude,  gazing  solemn- 
ly down.  In  this,  the  supreme  moment  of  his  life, 
the  Judge  offered  up  his  tirst  and  probably  his  last 
petition  to  the  Throne  of  Grace.  The  sound  of  his 
voice  frightened  the  bear  away  it  is  said,  as  well 
as  his  display  of  piety.  His  personal  appearance 
was  rather  striking.  In  height  five  'feet,  ten  inches, 
he  weighed  about  240  pounds,  and  had  strongly 
marked  features.  He  came  to  Arkansas  from  Mis- 
sissippi. in  the  fall  of  1845,  and  was. a surveyor  by 
profession.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival  he  was  about 
fifty-five  or  sixty  years  old.  He  died  in  1855  or 
1850. 

Another  very  popular  man  was  J.  B.  Savage, 
an  Alabamaian.  He  was  here  but  a few'  years, 
though  during  this  time  he  twice  served  as  county 
clerk.  At  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  of 
office  he  left  and  went  back  to  his  native  State.  He 
war  a man  of  medium  height,  weighing  about  100 
pounds,  of  commanding  appearance,  and  possessed 
a tine  education.  During  his  stay  in  the  count} 
he  was  justly  popular. 

Mark  M.  Fleming,  a Georgian,  who  came  to 
Arkansas  in  1847,  vras  a man  of  limited  education, 
but  possessing  great  native  ability,  soon  won  his 
way  to  the  front  rank  among  the  representative 
men  in  the  county.  From  1854  to  1856  he  was 
county  and  probate  judge.  He  was  a good  judge 
of  men,  a ready  stump -speaker,  and  had  a large 
personal  following. 

There  were  many  others  equally  prominent,  each 
filling  his  place,  and  men  whose  lives,  while  shorn 
of  all  conventionalities,  were  of  real  value.  Un- 
fortunately the  lap-e  of  time  has  left  reliable  infor- 
mation of  them  too  meager  to  venture  much  mention 
of  their  careers.  A resume,  however,  of  the  charac- 
ters of  the  early  days  of  this  county  would  be  incom- 
plete without  some  reference  to  Rev.  Jimmie  (or 
“ J awbone  ' ' ) Shelton : A Hardshell  Baptist  preach- 
er, who  flourished  from  early  in  the  forties  till  186b. 
He  was  a man  of  medium  height,  weighing  perhaps 
ISO  pounds,  and  having  a deep  gray  eye:  from  the 
first  his  hair  was  almost  white.  Naturally  gifted  with 
extraordinary  intelligence,  his  education  was  limited 
to  a slight  knowledge  of  the  three  R's.  He  was 
one  of  the  old  “ canehrake  ” preachers — earnest, 
devout,  enthusiastic  -never  questioning  the  words 
of  the  Bible,  interpreting  them  as  they  read.  A! 
ways  ready  to  expound  the  faith  or  take  up  the 
cudgel  in  its  defense.  He  was  original  and 
! unique  in  his  thoughts,  remarks  and  similes.  No 
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man  at  that  time  could  draw  or  hold  a congrega- 
tion better  than  lie.  Never,  under  any  circum- 
stances, could  he  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  money 
in  pay  for  his  preaching,  his  reply  being,  when 
money  was  tendered  him:  “ My  Master,  so  far  as 
I know,  never  received  pay.  and  I His  follower, 
am  no  better  than  He.  " 

The  old  gentleman  had  several  set  sermons, 
the  climax  of  each  of  which  were  familiar  to  many 
of  his  hearers.  Among  these  sermons  were  “The 
Jawbone"  (from  which  he  derived  his  nickname), 
dealing  with  Sampson  and  the  Philistines;  “The 
Raven,”  wherein  would  be  propounded  the  in- 
quiry, 4 ’How  did  the  ravens  propagate  after  the 
old  raven  was  sent  from  the  ark  and  never  re 
turned?”  After  pausing  for  an  answer,  the  reply 
came  that  “ at  that  time  the  old  hen  was  setting;" 
his  “Jonah”  sermon,  wherein  he  related  his 
trial  ere  he  answered  the  call  to  the  ministry.  In 
this  he  stated  that  he  had  a fall  from  a stick -and - 
mud  chimney  he  was  building,  and  while  lying 
stunned  on  the  ground,  he  heard  a voice  saying: 

“ Now,  you  old you  will  preach  my  gospel. 

won't  you?”  In  his  “Red  Sea"  sermon  he 
would  reach  the  full  pinnacle  of  his  oratorical  pow- 
ers in  these  words:  44  I am  uot  much  of  a grammar - 
rnarian  nor  a geographarian,  but  I do  know  that 
the  Red  Sea  did  not  friz  over  for  the  children  of 
Israel  to  cross  on."  Many  other  anecdotes  are 
told  of  him.  His  exit  from  the  world  was  sad.  he 
being  hanged  in  Pope  County,  this  State,  by  the 
Confederates,  for  his  outspoken  Pnion  sentiments 
in  18(30. 

During  these  pioneer  days  the  county  settled 
slowly.  Neighborhoods  in  various  portions  re- 

ceived new  acquisitions  from  time  to  time,  and 
gradually  the  ring  of  the  woodman's  ax  became 
more  frequent  than  the  sharp  report  of  the  ride. 
The  chase  was  sometimes  abandoned  for  the  more 
laborious  task  of  guiding  the  plow.  The  smoke 
from  stick-and-mud  chimneys  soon  curled  upward. 
On  the  bayou,  attention  was  turned  to  the  culti- 
vation of  cotton  and  corn.  Plantations  were 
cleared,  and  at  the  time  Ashley  County  was 
formed,  November  30.  lS-tS,  there  were  nearly 
2,000  people  within  its  borders. 

In  connection  with  early  events  in  this  locality 
it  will  be  of  interest  to  glance  at  the  records  of 
some  pioneer  marriages,  the  spelling,  etc.,  being 
preserved: 

Tin;  State  of  Arkansas,  t 
County  of  Ashley.  \ 

1.  Nathaniel  Denson  a ordained  Minister  of  the 
Gospel  in  the  missionary  babtist  church  do  certify  that  1 
did  Solomnize  the  rights  of  Matrimony  according  to  the 
Ihdesofour  church  betwen  Benjamin  Irvin  and  F.liza- 


heth  Hawkins  on  the  28th  day  of  Febuary  18-19  in  the 
county  of  Ashley  and  State,  aforesaid  Given  under  my 
hand  "this  14th  day  of  April  18-19. 

Nathaniel  Denson,  D.  D. 

Certified  to  by  G.  \V.  Worthington,  recorder. 

The  State  of  Arkansas.  / 

County  of  Ashley.  \ 

1,  Tlios.  L.  thompson  an  acting  and  duly  commis- 
sioned .Justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  afore- 
said do  hereby  certify  and  make  Known  that  on  the  Third 
day  of  Febuary  in  the  A.  D.  18fil)  at  the  County  aforesaid 
came  before  me  Levi  B.  Stroup  to  me  well  known  who  is 
and  then  was  n Resident  of  said  county  and  then  of  the 
age  of  8*2  years  and  Sarah  Jane  Stevens  also  to  me  well 
Known  who  then  was  a resident  of  Ashley  county  and 
then  of  the  age  of  30  years  and  then  the  said  Levi.  B. 
Stroop  A Sarah  Jane  Stevens  were  then  and  there  by  me 
at  their  mutual  request  and  desire  Joined  in  the  bonds  of 
Matrimony.  *And  Levi.  B.  Stroop  then  A there  promising 
and  agreeing  to  take  Said  Sarah  Jane  to  wife  and  her  as 
liis  husband  to  love  cherish  A protect  until  death  should 
them  part.  And  she  the  Said  Sarah  Jane  then  A there 
promising  to  take  the  Said  Levi.  B.  Stroop  as  her  husband 
to  honor  love  and  obey  until  death  should  them  part, 
they  t lie  Said  Levi  B Stroop  Sc  Sarah  Jane  then  became 
and  were  by  me  then  A there  declared  to  be  man  A wife. 

In  witness  where  I do  set  my  hand  as  Such  Justice 
this  the  7th  day  of  Febuary  A.  D.  IS.JO. 

Signed  Tnos.  L.  Thompson.  J.  P. 

Among  other  records  were  the  following: 

O r' i 

State  of  Arkansas,  t 
Union  County.  1 

To  all  persons  to  whom  it  May  Concern.  These  are  to 
certify  that,  the  bearer  hereof  Charles  Welb  Kinard  was  at, 
the  call  of  Spting  TIill  A Liberty  Churches  of  the  Regular 
Baptist  order  Solomly  set  apart  this  day  by  the  imposition 
of  honors  and  ordinance  by  act  to  the  Gospell  ministry  and 
lie  is  fully  authorized  to  minister  as  an  evangelist  in  the 
Vineyard  of  the  Lord  wherever  Devine  Providence  may 
direct  his  coarse  and  to  administer  the  special  as  well  as 
the  more  common  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  on  even- 
proper  occasion  and  we  do  hereby  recomend  him  to  the  af- 
fectionate Regard  Confidence  and  Respect  of  all  Christian 
people.  But  more  especially  of  those  who  pertain  to  the 
Baptist  Denomination. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  the  first  dav  of  April  A. 
I).  1849. 

John  Meek. 

Signed  Jf.sse  Hartwell. 

Gerge  Perry. 

The  clerk  of  Union  County  certified  that  the 
foregoing  credentials  were  filed  for  record  in  his 
office  on  October  18.  1849. 

Then,  July  2,  1855.  the  credentials  and  a cer- 
tified certificate  from  the  clerk  of  Union  County 
were  tiled  and  recorded  itt  Ashley  County.  This 
being  the  first  record  of  the  kind. 

On  page  S3,  Book  A.  Marriage  Record,  appears 
this  original  document : ' 

State  of  Arkansas.  ) 

County  of  Ashley.  ( 

I,  Mark  M.  Flemming  Judge,  do  hereby  certify  that  t 
did  join  together  in  the  bonds  ol'  Matrimony,  at  my  resi- 
dence in  saiii  county.  Frances  M.  Shepard,  a Resident  of 
Ouehita  Parish.  L.  A.  ‘23  years  of  age  to  Mis'-  Eliza  M. 
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Carter,  of  Morehouse  Parish,  L.  A.  15  years  of  age  and 
that  they  were  both  on  their  feet  at  the  time  the  cere- 
mony was  performed  and  appeared  to  look  inline  health'. 
Friday  the  Ihlh.of  June,  IS')?. 

Signed  M M.  Flemming,  Judge. 

Ashley  is  the  second  county  from  the  Missis- 
si])})!  lliver,  on  the  southern  border  of  the  State: 
the  Ouachita  lliver  to  the  mouth  of  the  Saline  and 
thence  up  the  Saline  to  the  Drew  County  line, 
making  the  western  boundary.  Drew  County  is 
on  the  north  and  Chicot  on  the  east.  The  county 
is  thirty- nine  miles  at  the  longest  place,  east, 
and  west,  and  twenty-seven  miles  north  and  south, 
and  has  an  area  of  950  square  miles  or  008,000 
acres.  The  whole  of  this,  barring  about  35.000 
acres  of  bottom  land  on  Saline  and  Ouachita  Rivers, 
is  susceptible  of  cultivation.  As  these  lands  are 
subject  to  annual  overflows,  they  are  in  conse- 
quence used  as  range  for  hogs  and  cattle,  the  cane- 
brakes  affording  line  pasturage  during  the  winter 
for  cattle,  to  say  nothing  of  the  mast  and  grass, 
which  are  seemingly  inexhaustible.  The  width 
of  the  bottom  lands  on  this  side  are  from  two  to 
three  miles,  all  of  which  is  covered  with  a mag- 
nificent growth  of  hardwood  timber.  Down 
through  the  center  of  the  county,  from  north  to 
south,  extends  the  dividing  ridge  between  the 
Ouachita  and  Saline  Rivers  on  the  west,  and 
Bayou  Bartholomew  on  the  east.  This  divide  has 
on  its  summit  all  the  isolated  expanses  of  prairie 
situated  in  this  county,  but  the  larger  part  of  it  is 
covered  with  heavy  timber.  The  surface  is  best 
described  as  one  long  swell  succeeding  swell,  be- 
coming gradually  higher  as  they  near  the  center, 
and  receding  each  way.  Nowhere  have  they  an 
altitude  of  more  than  twenty  five  feet  above  the 
bottom  lands  of  the  Saline  and  Ouachita  Rivers, 
or  tifry  feet  above  the  bayou  bottoms.  All  the 
interior  streams  have  their  source  in  or  near  these 
prairies. 

The  bottom  lajtds  of  Bayou  Bartholomew  are 
entirely  free  from  overflow,  and  while  of  an  allu- 
vial nature,  are  distinct  and  separate  from  the 
Mississippi  bottoms,  and  of  a different  character 
from  the  soil  of  the  remainder  of  the  county.  All 
in  all,  this  is  a remarkable  scope  of  country.  It  is 
variously  conjectured  that  the  bayou  itself  is  an 
old  channel  of  the  Arkansas  River,  or  the  trace  of  I 
the  once  mighty  curreut  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
stream  is  certainly  very  crooked  in  its  meander- 
ings,  and  has,  skirting  along  either  side,  in  the  I 
larger  bends,  extensive  lakes  that  show  evidence  of  ' 
having  at  one  time  been  the  channel  of  the 
stream.  These  lakes  act  as  reservoirs  during 
high  water  in  the  bayou,  the  water  running  back 


into  them.  This  in  a great  measure  accounts  for 
the  fact  that  the  adjacent  bottoms  do  not  over- 
flow. 

Keener  Springs,  about  twelve  miles  east  of 
Hamburg,  are  notable  as  the  Methodist  eamn- 
! ground.  At  this  place  has  been  erected  a large 
pavilion,  and  here  are  held  annual  camp  meeting 
services.  * * * The  county  is  well  watered  by 

the  Ouachita  and  Saline  Rivers  on  the  west.  Bayou 
Bartholomew  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county, 
and  Shamanahant,  which  rises  in  the  north-cen- 
tral part  of  the  county  and  flows  southwest  in  its 
general  direction.  Overflow  Creek  and  numerous 
other  small  streams  traverse  the  county.  Ail  the 
inland  streams  take  their  rise  in  or  near  the  prai- 
ries. * * * The  county’s  general  surface  out 

side  of  the  bottom  lands,  is  dotted  with  mounds. 

' small  and  irregular  in  size.  In  Bartholomew  bottom 
there  are  several  of  large  formation. 

The, “like  with  unlike  conditions”  of  the  coun- 
ty is  brought  out  notably  in  its  climate;  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  peach,  plum,  apricot,  nectarine,  grape, 
i cotton,  sugar-cane  and  sweet  potato  being  second, 
j along  with  that  of  the  pear,  strawberry,  raspberry, 
j corn,  oats,  sorghum,  rye  and  Irish  potato. 

It  is  discovered  in  its  temperature,  which  in 
winter  has  never  been  known  to  fall  to  zero,  and 
which  in  summer  is  modified  during  the  day  and 
night  time  by  gulf  breezes. 

It  is  observed  in  its  flora,  the  magnolia,  holly, 
beech,  arbor  vitae,  pine,  cypress,  gum,  sycamore, 
basxvvood,  oak.  pecan,  walnut,  hickory,  ash  and 
elm.  all  flourishing  here  in  perfection,  and  l he 
spring  and  summer  blossoms  of  the  south  cover- 
ing the  earth  with  ‘beds  of  oriental  flowers.” 

It  is  seen  in  its  successful  adaptation  to  the 
raising  of  live  stock;  in  its  maximum  production 
of  cotton  and  corn,  and  in  its  remarkable  comple- 
ment of  merchantable  soft  and  hardwood  timber-, 
the  like  of  which  can  not  be  found  elsewhere  in  the 
State. 

It  is  established  in  an  investigation  of  its  do- 
mestic water  supply;  in  an  exemption  from  the  ills 
of  malaria,  if  a residence  in  the  bottom  is  avoided, 
and  in  the  health  of  the  women  and  children  seen 
here,  who  wear  the  colors  of  the  rose  and  lily  in 
their  cheeks  equally  as  they  would  throughout  the 
mountains  of  the  State. 

And  no  less,  while  questioning  nothing  of 
the  original  aims  of  the  companies  to  make  their 
systems  connecting  links  between  remote  centers, 
once  here  it  is  also  to  be  seen  that  the  great  excel- 
lence  growing  out  of  its  “like  with  unlike  condi- 
tions ” is  a potent  reason  why  three  grand  trunk 
roads  should  have  been  projected  through  the 
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country,  with  one  now  almost  completed  through 
the  entire  length  of  the  bayou  valley,  and  which 
will  be  in  active  operation  in  ;t  few  weeks. 

While  pine  is  also  found  interspersed  with  the 
hardwoods  of  the  interior  area,  the  [tine  forests, 
strictly  speaking,  occupy  a strip  of  territory  live 
miles  in  width  which,  bounding  the  predominant 
area  of  the  county,  is  in  effect  as  a cordon  set  about 
the  uplands,  the  outlying  district  being  the  alluvial 
and  river  bottom  lands  before  mentioned;  and  the 
interior,  the  prairie  and  ridgeland  territory,  mid- 
way of  which  Hamburg,  the  county  seat,  is  located. 

Of  the  whole  area  of  the  county  the  total  ex- 
tent of  pine,  cypress  and  hardwood  forest  is  742 
square  miles,  estimated  to  afford  3,500,000,000 
feet  of  merchantable  timber.  At  a first  glance 
(when  the  number  of  feet  of  timber  is  carried  in- 
to the  number  of  square  miles)  there  is  an  exag- 
geration, but  it  is  only  an  appearance  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  cypress  is  estimated  at  12.800,' 000 
feet  to  the  square  mile,  while  the  pine  (which  runs 
much  over  8,000  feet  to  the  square  acre)  is  set  down 
at  5,120,(  00  feet,  and  the  hardwoods  at  3,S4O,000 
feet  to  the  square  mile. 

The  total  extent  of  the  pine  cordon,  or  pine 
belt  so  called,  is  330  square  miles,  which  at  5,120, 
000  feet  to  the  square  mile,  foots  up  a merchant- 
able pine  distribution  of  1,080,000,000  feet,  board 
measure.  It  is,  in  view  of  its  relation  to  the  whole 
territory  of  the  county,  advantageously  situated  to 
the  three  systems  of  roads  projected  through  the 
county,  and  to  the  hardwood  forests.  This  is 
borne  out  in  the  fact  of  the  purchasers  of  the  pine 
lands  being  frank  enough  to  admit  that  they  are 
governed  in  the  liberal  price  paid  for  it.  equally  by 
the  prospect  of  outlet  and  the  opportunity  offered 
of  ultimately  falling  back  upon  the  hardwood  for- 
ests of  the  outlying  district. 

The  cypress,  or  a great  body  of  it  which  remains 
intact  in  the  extreme  eastern  part  of  the  county, 
is  estimated  to  afford  180,000,000  feet,  board 
measure.  While  as  to  the  hardwoods  the  sum 
total  consists  of  1,340,400,000  feet,  board  meas- 
ure: and  includes  the  following  varieties:  Red  gum. 
oak,  ash,  hickory,  bitter  pecan,  walnut,  beach  and 
hackberry. 

The  sum  total  of  alluvial  territory  is  ISO, 000 
acres:  prairie,  18,800  acres;  sandy  loam  upland, 
including  creek  lands,  110,750  acres;  and  clayey 
loam  uplands,  232,000  acres. 

Of  the  systems,  as  characterized  physically,  the 
alluvial  territory  is  the  most  remarkable,  being,  in 
addition  to  its  great  extent,  at  all  times  superior  to 
overflow.  It  is  the  area  alluded  to  in  another 
place  as  the  valley  plane  of  Bayou  Bartholomew, 


and  according  to  minor  local  modifications  in  the 
surface,  is  known  differently  as  the  Bayou,  Gum 
Ridge,  and  Overflow  Creek  country,  the  origin  of 
the  three  having,  evidently,  been  the  same.  Its 
relation  to  the  agriculture  of  the  county,  present 
and  prospective,  is  seen  in  its  character,  being  a 
section  the  yield  of  which  on  an  average  is  only  a 
fraction  less  than  a bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre, and  the 
corn  yield  forty  bushels  to  the  acre  notwithstand- 
ing its  indifferent  cultivation.  It  is  also  a region 
of  very  remarkably  sized  hardwood,  and  cypress 
timber,  which  alone  would  pay  for  twice  the  pres- 
ent value  of  the  land.  The  price  of  the  uncleared 
land  is  from  83  to  85  per  acre.  While  as  relates 
to  the  land-  in  cultivation,  it  is  in  fact  regarded 
here  as  extravagant  if  more  than  810  is  required 
per  acre. 

The  local  estimation  in  which  it  is  held  is 
brought  out  in  the  fact  that  the  title  to  many 
thousand  acres  is  lieid  by  local  capitalists  here  at, 
Hamburg,  whose  annual  returns  from  that,  source 
alone  aggregate  853,000  per  annum. 

The  prairie  and  timbered  uplands  are  held  at 
§1.25  to  S3  per  acre  in  a wild  state,  and  at  88  to 
§10  per  acre  when  in  cultivation,  the  difference  in 
the  price  of  the  lands  in  cultivation  having  refer- 
ence to  time  it  has  been  in  use,  character  of  land 
and  improvement.  It  is  notably  the  area  of  the 
county  destined  to  receive  the  densest  population, 
the  alluvial  district  being  malarial,  and  until  the 
country  is  cleared,  requiring  that  the  white  settlers 
should  keep  their  families  on  the  highlands. 

The  proportion  of  sandy  loam  territory  is  the 
section  of  the  country  through  which  there  is  con- 
tinued into  North  Louisiana  the  great  yellow  pine 
belt,  the  Fort  Scott.  Natchez  & New  Orleans 
railroad  will  penetrate,  and  the  total  of  which  in 
board  feet  measure  has  been  estimated  at  ten  bill- 
ions. At  the  same  time  it  is  classed  as  pine 
lands,  it  does  not  in  its  soil  characteristics  com- 
prise 41  pine  barrens,”  so  called,  but  instead  is 
fruitful  and  rests  on  a clay  foundation. 

The  clayey  loam  upland  is  in  greater  part  ter 
ritorv  which  is  seen  to  have  been  derived  from  a 
system  of  prairie,  of  which  the  present  -limited 
areas  continuing  in  the  county  are  seen  to  be  sur- 
vivals. As  with  all  soils  of  the  county  it  responds 
quickly  to  cultivation  and  attention,  a quality 
which  at  the  same  time  it  is  inherent  is  also  seen 
to  be  derived  from  the  climate. 

The  immediate  area  commanded  by  the  shire- 
town  is  of  this  character,  including  a proportion  of 
the  prairie  proper,  and  in  view  of  its  adaptation  to 
fruit,  grasses,  staple  and  market  crops,  vines  and 
tubers  in  particular  thriving  luxuriantly,  in  time 
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may  give  Arkansas  as  early  a date  in  tbe  markets 
of  tbe  Northwest,  as  South  Alabama  and  Louisiana, 
the  season  being  at  least  twenty  days  in  advance 
of  the  Arkansas  and  White  River  Valleys. 

The  present  outlet  is  via  the  Little  Hock,  Mis- 
sissippi River  & Texas  Railroad,  distant  from  this 
place  thirty -live  'miles' via  the  Ouachita  River  and 
Bayou  Bartholomew,  both  of  which  are  navigable 
streams,  and  also  via  the  lower  Ouachita,  and  the 
Vicksburg  A Shreveport  Railroad,  some  of  the 
farmers  carrying  their  wares  as  far  as  Bastrop, 
Monroe  and  Girard,  La.  In  fact,  it  is  only 
through  the  absence  of  outlet  that  there  is  reached 
a reason,  at  all  for  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  farm 
territory  being  in  cultivation,  the  opportunities 
offered  those  who  follow  agricultural  pursuits  be- 
ing unexampled  in  South  Arkansas.  Indeed,  it  is 
the  only  ground  upon  which  it  is  possible  to  ac- 
count for  its  resident  merchants  controling  but 
one-third  of  the  cotton  output,  when  by  reason  of 
convenient  location  the  shire-town  alone,  with  rail- 
road outlet,  would  control  eight-tenths  of  the 
whole  annual  crop  aggregating  15.000  to  18,000 
bales. 

The  corn  production  per  annum  is  estimated  to  : 
average  750,000  bushels,  and  this,  too.  notwith- 
standing the  yield  per  acre,  is  not  developed:  but  j 
instead  each  planter  securing  more  than  is  suffi- 
cient for  farm  use  by  only  the  most  indifferent 
preparation  and  handling  of  the  crop. 

Pine  Prairie,  situate  north  and  east  of  Ham- 
burg, has  an  area  of  8,480  acres.  Brushy  Prairie  ! 
six  miles  east  and  four  miles  south  of  Hamburg 
covers  an  area  of  600  acres.  Fountain  Prairie, 
four  miles  north  from  Hamburg,  has  an  area  of 
2.480  acres.  Southwest  of  Hamburg  is  Little 
Prairie,  including  360  acres.  Twin  Prairie,  on 
the  eastern  border  of  which  is  Hamburg,  has  an 
area  of  2,840  acres,  and  Smith  Prairie,  lying  south 
of  Twin  Prairie,  is  an  area  of  4,040  acres. 

No  small  factor  in  the  industries  of  this  county 
is  the  live-stock  interest.  As  for  the  year  1889 
there  were  listed  of  horses.  3.046,  valued  at  8127. 
055:  cattle.  17.50b.  valued  at  895,177;  mules. 
1,304,  valued  at  879,704;  sheep,  1,819.  valued  at 
82,118;  and  hogs,  17.192.  valued  at  819. S99.  a total 
of  4U,87n  animals  valued  at  8323.953.  The  value 
of  all  other  personal  property  is  8273,474,  making  a 
grand  total  of  859  i . 427.  This  as  compared  with  the 
assessment  of  1885  shows  a wonderful  growth,  as 
the  total  amount  of  personal  property  taxed  that  year 
was  valued  at  8144,652,  an  increase  in  four  years 
of  $452,(75,  or  about  400  per  cent.  There  has 
been  a corresponding  increase  in  the  value  of  real 
estate,  hut  of  course,  the  percentage  is  not  so  large. 


In  1885  the  real  property  was  listed  at.  8717,646. 
in  1889  at  81, 1 18,413.  an  increase  of  8400,767,  or 
about  sixty  per  cent.  And  the  total  valuation  of 
18S9  compared  with  the  total  valuation  of  1885, 
shows  a material  growth  of  8853.512.  or  almost 
double.  This  is  a showing  that  any  county  might 
well  be  proud  of.  Nor  can  the  full  possibilities  be 
estimated  for  the  future.  The  cotton  crop  alone 
in  1888  (full  returns  for  1889  not  being  in)  actually 
raised,  sold  for  more  than  all  the  cultivated  lands 
in  the  county  were  valued  at.  The  cash  value  of 
the  cotton  crop  per  acre  on  the  bottom  lands  is 
840;  on  the  upland  $20.  Of  corn  on  bottom  lands 
815;  on  upland  88.  Oats  are  sown  in  February 
and  gardens  are  made  in  the  same  month.  Corn 
is  planted  from  the  1st  to  the  10th  of  March,  and 
cotton  from  the  1st  to  the  10th  of  April.  Millet 
and  held  peas  are  sown  early  iu  May,  and  corn 
ripens  in  August.  Cotton  begins  to  open  in  Au- 
gust. but  the  picking  is  started  about  September  1. 
Oats  are  cut  in  June  and  so  also  is  the  prairie  hay. 
Strawberries  ripen  in  May.  blackberries  iu  late 
June  and  early  July.  Peaches  in  August  and  Irish 
potatoes  (large  enough  for  use)  in  May.  Sweet 
potatoes  are  set  in  the  same  month.  The  water- 
melon ripens  in  July,  Muscatine  grape  in  Septem- 
ber, and  a summer  grape  comes  earlier.  W ild 
plums  and  whortleberries  are  plentiful  in  their 
season. 

Formerly  no  section  of  country  in  all  the  State 
afforded  a finer  held  for  sport  nor  offered  a greater 
variety  to  the  the  huntsman  and  fisherman.  Bear, 
panther,  deer,  wildcat,  beaver,  otter,  coon,  opos- 
sum. wolf,  fox,  squirrel,  rabbit,  mink  and  skunk 
abounded,  while  turkey  and  quail  were  not  un 
known  objects  in  their  season:  wild  geese,  brant, 
ducks,  woodcock,  snipe  and  plover  were  numer- 
ous. and  even  now  only  the  larger  game  is  scarce. 
Some  few  bears  are  killed  each  year,  and  deer  hunt- 
ing is  a common  sport.  Wild  turkeys  are  plenti 
ful,  and  this  is  the  only  place  where  the  hunter 
grows  .weary  of  shooting  quail,  rather  than  hunt 
ing  for  them.  In  the  larger  streams  are  found  the 
alligator  gar,  weighing  from  100  to  150  pounds, 
blue  cat  weighing  100  pounds,  and  the  mud  cat, 
frequently  attaining  a like  size.  The  mud  fish  or 
grindel  is  a one  to  eight  pound  fish.  Black  and 
striped  bass  range  from  one  to  five  pounds  in 
weight.  White  perch  seldom  exceed  from  one-  - 
half  pound  to  one  pound  in  weight.  Goggle  eye, 
red  perch,  pickerel  and  the  buffalo  are  also  plen- 
tiful here. 

This  county  is  in  good  condition,  financially, 
county  scrip  being  worth  75  cents  on  the  dollar, 
while  the  county  debt  will  not  exceed  810,000. 
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The  tax  for  1SSS  was:  State  and  county  general 

tax,  §9,805.04;  State  and  county  public  school  j 
tax.  $8,724.31;  poll  tax.  $2,0445;  State  sinking 
fund  tax,  $1,400.72;  assessors’  penalty  tax,  i 
$153.90;  total  tax,  $21,929.97.  For  1889  the  . 
total  tax  will  approximate  $30,000.  The  number 
of  polls  is  2,712.  County  scrip  at  one  time  was 
as  low  as  20  cents  on  the  dollar — during  the  period 
immediately  following  reconstruction. 

Ashley  is  divided  into  fourteen  municipal  town-  ! 
shit  is,  to  wit:  Union,  in  the  extreme  northeast  ' 

corner;  south  of  Union  is  Portland:  south  of  Port- 
land, Debastrop;  west  of  Debastrop,  Grant;  west 
of  Grant,  Extra;  west  of  Extra,  Egypt;  west- 
of  Egypt,  Marie  Saline;  north  of  Marie  Saline,  , 
Mill  Creek;  north  of  Mill  Creek,  Long  View;  east  j 
of  Long  View,  White;  east  of  White,  Bearhouse;  ! 
and  between  Bearhouse  and  Union  is  Bayou;  south 
of  Bearhouse  and  west  of  Portland  is  Beech  Creek, 
while  west  of  Beach  Creek,  in  the  central  part  of 
the  county,  is  Carter  Township. 

The  mail  is  distributed  over  the  county  at  these 

post-offices,  viz. : Hamburg,  in  Carter  Township, 

daily  mail  from  Monticello,  Portland,  Sunshine  and 

Snyder,  in  Portland  Township;  Poplar  Bluff, 

Bartholomew  and  Line,  in  Debastrop  Township; 

Elon,  in  Egypt  Township;  Petersburg,  in  Marie  i 

Saline  Township;  Milo,  in  Mill  Creek  Township; 

Long  View,  in  Long  View  Township;  Fountain 

Hill,  in  White  Township;  Berea,  in  Bearhouse 

Township;  Trafalga,  in  Bayou  Township,  and 

Slemmons,  in  Union  Township.  The  navigable 

streams  bordering  on  the  county  are  (as  mentioned) 

the  Saline  and  Ouachita  Rivers  on  the  western 

boundary,  and  Bavou  Bartholomew  flowing  through 

the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  navigable  for  small 

boats  during  the  winter  and  spring.  A railroad, 

running  from  Dermott,  Ark.,  to  Monroe.  La.,  taps 

the  Bayou  valley  on  the  east;  the  public  highways 

in  the  various  road  districts  are  kept  in  good  shape, 

the  streams  being  bridged. 

© © 

The  population  will  now  closely  approximate 
14,000.  In  1880  the  number  of  inhabitants  was 
10,150 — 5,020  white,  and  5,130  colored;  in  1870, 
4,278  whites,  and  3,704  colored,  a total  of  8,042; 
in  1800,  8.590-  4.829  white,  and  3,701  colored; 
in  1850,  2,058,  whites  and  blacks. 

The  apparent  falling  off  in  the  population  from 
1800  to  1870  is  due  entirely  to  the  decimating  in- 
fluences of  the  Civil  War.  The  men  of  this  county 
were  among  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call  for 
troops  upon  the  secession  of  Arkansas  from  the 
Union,  furnishing,  all  told,  ten  companies  of  men, 
numbering  about  100  men  to  each  company.  Van 
H.  Manning  raised  and  was  captain  of  the  first 


company,  others  being  commanded  by  William  TL 
Tibbs,  J.  P.  Clark,  James  H.  Capers,  J.  F.  Carr. 
Sam  S.  Bell,  J.  I).  Christian,  J.  D.  Bragg,  Mica- 
jali  "Wilson  and  M.  L.  Hawkins.  These  men  each 
recruited  commands  and  saw  hard  service  that 
speaks  for  itself,  as  but  few  of  those  who  enlisted 
returned  to  tell  of  the  bloody  conflicts  in  which 
they  were  engaged.  No  battles  were  fought  on 
this  soil,  and  the  Federals  came  in  but  once  or 
twice.  The  gallant  soldiers  who  laid  down  their 
arms  have  long  since  taken  up  the  implements  of 
peace,  and  are  honorable,  loyal  citizens. 

No  bitterness  nor  animosity  animates  them  now, 
but  they  are  alive  to  a new  and  more  active  era. 
Aware  of  the  natural  advantages  their  county  holds 
in  its  soil,  climate  and  timber,  they  seek  for  men 
and  money  to  develop  these  interests,  and  to  all 
who  may  come,  seeking  homes,  offer  the  hospitality 
for  which  the  Southerner  is  ever  noted.  In  his 
rights  will  they  aid  the  protection  of  the  law. 

Hamburg,  the  seat  of  justice,  and  the  largest 
town  in  Ashley  County,  both  in  population  and  the 
amount  of  business  transacted,  was  located  in  1849. 
The  commissioners  appointed  by  the  county  court 
to  enter  the  land  and  locate  the  town  were  J.  M.  P. 
Doyle,  Thomas  C.  Denson  and  G.  A.  Denton.  The 
name  was  suggested  by  the  following  incident.  A 
deer  was  killed  by  one  of  the  party  locating  the 
town  site,  which,  being  dressed,  had  an  unusually 
tine  pair  of  hams;  from  this,  no  other  name  being 
offered,  to  preserve  the  occurence,  the  name  Ham- 
burg was  chosen.  January  24,  .1850.  the  place  of 
holding  court  was  moved  from  Fountain  Hill  to 
Hamburg,  in  the  house  of  S.  F.  Maines,  and  the 
April  term  of  county  court  was  the  first-  held  there. 
The  first  court-house  was  built  of  logs,  dimensions 
18x24  feet,  and  was  utilized  for  court-house, 
church  and  school  house.  A Mr.  Hazard  taught 
the  first  school.  Iu  1850  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Bond  or- 
ganized the  first  Sunday-school.  The  first  church 
organized  in  the  town  was  of  the  Methodist  denom- 
ination. in  1850,  with  the  Rev.  Peter  Hasken.  pas 
tor.  A church  building  was  erected  shortly  after- 
ward. The  town  had  a steady  growth  from  the 
first,  thoroughly  keeping  pace  with  the  development 
of  the  county,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
numbered  in  population  about  500  inhabitants.  It 
was  incorporated  December  14,  1854.  The  present 
municipal  officers  are  the  mayor,  W.  A.  Lawson: 
five  aldermen,  and  the  town  marshal,  J.  H.  Hoy. 

Though  without  rail  outlet,  Hamburg  is  fully 
up  to  the  development  of  the  country,  and  in  its 
business,  public  spirit,  and  enterprise,  is  rather  of 
the  order  of  a western  town  on  a boom  than  that  of 
the  cotton  region  of  the  South  in  general.  It  i>  sit- 
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uated  centrally,  in  the  interior  highlands,  the  site 
being,  in  fact,  in  the  wooded,  clayey  loam  region. 
The  removal  equally  from  the  bayou  country  on 
the  east,  and  from  the  Little  Liver  and  Ouachita 
bottoms  on  the  west,  is  seen  to  be  an  argument  of 
importance,  if  the  health  conditions  are  considered, 
and  also  the  command  of  the  whole  agricultural 
territory  of  the  county.  This  is  at  least  borne  out 
by  reason  of  location  upon  the  backbone  of  the 
country,  which  is  appreciated  by  the  roads  project- 
ed through  the  county,  as  well  as  by  the  men  who 
while  continuing  here  and  prospering  by  their  per- 
severance, are  placing  every  spare  dollar  in  local 
investments,  and,  indeed,  corresponding,  to  which 
discernment,  they  have  bonded  donations  to  the 
Fort  Scott,  Natchez  & New'  Orleans  Railroad  in 
value  equaling  SI  - 0,000.  It  is  also  proven  by 
equally  liberal  donations  to  the  Kansas  City,  Ar- 
kansas & New  Orleans,  and  by  the  fact  that  after 
a number  of  impracticable  flank  movements  the 
Houston,  Louisiana  & Central  Arkansas  Railroad 
will  build  to  the  town,  as  in  fact  along  the  back- 
bone region  of  the  country  would  unavoidably 
bring  them  to  Hamburg.  The  real  estate  of  the 
town  is  valued  at  $90,330. 

The  total  business  transactions  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1889,  was  $04-1.895.  of  which 
§345,820  was  merchandise  sales;  §240,575  cotton 
sales,  and  $52,500  farm  rental  receipts.  The 
number  of  bales  of  cotton  handled  from  Septem- 
ber 1,  1888,  to  date,  reach  5,035,  not  a dollar  of 
whose  value  was  lodged  in  other  than  the  local 
merchant,  they  being  almost  exclusively  cash  buy- 
ers, and  in  return  selling  principally  for  cash. 
Out  of  six  general  merchants  doing  business  in  the 
town,  the  average  merchandise  sales  of  live  of 
them,  in  1888,  was  §57,054,  and  the  average  total 
transactions  for  the  same  period,  §101.023,  exclu 
sive  of  farm  rental  receipts. 

The  number  of  acres,  farm  and  timbered  land, 
owned  by  its  citizens  was  found  to  be  108.400,  of 
which  40  per  cent  is  alluvial  farm  land,  and  of 
the  total  amount  30  per  cent  in  cultivation. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  is  1,000.  Number  of 
churches  for  whites,  3;  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  Missionary  Baptist  and  Presby- 
terian. The  church  membership  is  235:  annual 
collections,  $2,450;  Sabbath-school  enrollment, 
195;  average  Sabbath-school  attendance,  142;  an- 
nual Sabbath- school  collections,  >141;  value  of 
! church  property,  §7,500. 

The  distance  from  Monticello  on  the  Little 
Rock.  Mississippi  River  & Texas  Railroad  is 
thirty- live  miles,  and  the  connection  is  made  by 
daily  United  States  mail  hack  line.  The  distance 
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from  Bastrop.  Morehouse  Parish,  La.,  is  thirty - 
seven  miles. 

As  with  the  business  enterprise  and  public 
spirit  of  its  citizens,  it  were  perhaps  only  neces- 
sary to  add  of  their  school  status  that  it  has  a 
most  creditable  bias.  With  a view  to  securing 
the  best  educational  talent,  there  are,  as  it  shall  be 
called  for  convenience,  two  terms  during  the  year, 
one  of  five  months,  which  is  conducted  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  and  an  additional  one  of  flve  months, 
during  which  the  tuition  is  paid  by  subscription. 
The  end  gained  is.  that  through  both  terms  the 
best  talent  is  secured,  which,  in  common,  is  un- 
feasible in  the  public-school  system  by  reason  of 
constitutional  limit  set  upon  taxes  for  educational 
purposes. 

The  institution  through  both  terms  retains  the 
incorporated  title  of  the  Hamburg  High  School, 
the  building  being  owned  and  controled  by  an  as- 
sociation  of  the  citizens  of  the  town,  whose  educa- 
tional board  unite  with  the  public  school  directors 
to  the  end  that  the  best  results  may  follow.  The 
principals  are,  jointly,  Profs.  W.  H.  and  J.  S. 
Gladney,  the  first  a graduate  of  the  University  of 
Alabama,  class  1850,  and  the  last  a graduate  of 
the  Aberdeen  (Miss.)  High  School.  Their  joint 
control  of  the  Hamburg  High  School  dates  back 
to  1882,  during  which  time  they  have  given  such 
complete  satisfaction  as  would  no  doubt  make 
their  withdrawal  come  upon  the  sense  of  the  com- 
munity as  a public  calamity.  They  are  natives  of 
Mississippi.  The  assistants  are,  Miss  Mollie  G. 
Lawson  and  Miss  Annie  Easter,  and  Prof.  Henry 
Murschheimer.  The  number  of  scholars  enrolled  is 
154;  and  the  average  attendance,  150,  which  fact  is 
certainly  a highly  commendable  one,  of  the  interest 
stimulated  in  the  scholars,  as  it  is  a most  excellent 
augury  of  the  health  of  the  town.  The  total  an- 
nual expenditure  for  schools  (forty  colored  stu- 
dents being  also  cared  for)  amounts  to  §3,120, 
which,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  scholars,  is 
the  highest  paid  in  the  State  for  maintenance  of 
public  schools. 

The  Masons,  K.  of  P.  and  K.  of  H.  all  have 
strong  lodges  here. 

The  business  interests  now  comprise  the  fob 
lowing:  Ashley  County  Eagle.  S.  B.  Baird, editor 
and  proprietor;  abstracts  of  titles,  Norman  <& 
W'oolridge;  Miss  M.  Allen,  millinery  and  furnish- 
ings; George  Aid.  hardware  and  tinware;  Jack 
Cain,  general  freighter;  Dean  & Cone,  general 
merchants;  \V.  E.  Easter,  practicing  physician; 
B.  Eatman.  general  merchant:  Mrs.  N.  J.  Files, 
proprietress  Files  House;  Charles  Fish,  carpenter 
and  contractor:  W.  H.  A J.  S.  Gladney,  Hamburg 
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High  School;  J.  S.  Goodwin,  druggist;  M.  L. 
Hawkins,  attorney  at  law;  Mrs.  Jennie  Bennett, 
proprietress  Hall  House;  J.  H.  Floy,  city  marshal; 
Kitterell  A.  Wilson,  general  merchants;  Lindsey  & 
Norman,  physicians  and  surgeons;  \\  . S.  Lawson, 
attorney  at  law;  Charles  Linhart.  bricklayer  and 
contractor;  W.  F.  McCombs,  general  merchant: 
John  Moore,  house  and  sign  painter;  R.  A.  Moore, 
grocery;  John  McKoin,  general  freighter;  W . F. 
Morgan,  boot  and  shoe  maker;  Norman  & Wool- 
dridge, attorneys  at  law;  J.  J.  Newton,  practicing 
physician;  D.  B.  Pugh  A Bro.,  general  mer- 
chants; J.  H.  Pryor,  drugs  and  druggists’  sun- 
dries; Mrs.  S.  Perkins,  millinery  and  furnishings; 
Mrs.  M.  Prather,  millinery  and  furnishings;  J.  S. 
Rolfe,  carpenter  and  contractor;  Norman  & Wool- 
dridge, real  estate  agents;  M.  E.  Sawyer,  drugs 
and  druggist  sundries;  E.  A.  Scott,  livery-  and 
transfer;  E.  T.  Spencer,  blacksmith  and  wheel- 
wright: T.  B.  Savage,  city-  recorder;  Smith  A 
Watson,  steam  grist-mill;  R.  Y.  H.  Terry,  steam 
planing-mill:  W.  S.  Terry,  dentist;  E.  F.  Thomp- 
son. contractor  and  builder;  E.  M.  Thornton 
(colored),  barber;  Abe  Tanks  (colored),  black- 
smith; A’an  Gilder  & Co.,  dry  goods  merchants; 
E.  D.  Watson,  general  merchant;  J.  W.  Watson, 
meat-market;  J.  W.  Wiseman,  watchmaker  and 
jeweler. 

The  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South,  is  H.  R.  Withers,  D.  D. : Missionary-  Bap 
tist.  Rev.  Gunter,  and  Presbyterian,  R.  L.  Dale. 

Colored  Churches — African  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  Rev.  Simms:  Missionary  Baptist,  Bev. 
W.  P.  K ing.  Prof.  F.  K.  Sawyer  is  principal  of 
the  colored  school. 

Poplar  Bluff,  the  second  town  of  the  county  in 
size  and  commercial  importance,  located  on  the 
east  bank  of  Bayou  Bartholomew,  was  incorporated 
in  January.  1889.  The  present  mayor  is  R.  M. 
Roberts,  Frank  Barnes  being  marshal.  The  hrst 
store  was  built  by  J.  T.  Hughes  iu  1857.  The 
real  property  of  the  town  is  valued  at  $0,040. 
There  are  now  three  general  stores  here.  J.  W. 
Morris  carving  a S10, 000  stock,  and  doing  an 
annual  business  of  $60,000.  Radford  A Blanks’ 
stock  of  S3, 000  to  $5,000.  justifies  a patronage  of 
SIS, 000,  and  Harris  A George  with  a $2,000  stock, 
do  a business  of  $1 '2.000  yearly.  H C.  Dade 
deals  in  groceries.  Located  at. this  point  also  is  a 
gin  and  grist-mill.  Methodist  and  Baptist  Churches 
and  school  house  are  here.  From  3,000  to  4,000 
bales  of  cotton  art'  handled  each  year. 

A Masonic  lodge  having  twenty-eight  members, 
a lodge  of  K.  of  P.,  thirty-eight  strong,  and  the  O. 
E.  S. , with  twenty-six  members  meet  at  this  place. 


The  population  is  about  ‘200.  Other  small  places 
within  the  county  have  a store  or  two,  but  can  not 
be  designated  as  towns. 

That  the  schools,  both  public  and  private,  of 
Ashley  County  are  well  supported,  the  following 
i summary  of  the  county  examiner’s  report  (ISSN) 
wrill  readily  show  : Enumeration,  w-hite.  2,223  : 

colored.  2.017;  total.  4,240.  Enrollment,  white. 
901  ; colored,  789;  total,  1,750.  Number  of  dis- 
: tricts,  34;  number  of  districts  reporting  enroll- 
ment, 22  : number  of  districts  voting  tax.  30  ; 
number  of  teachers  employed,  46  ; number  of' 
school -houses,  28  : value  of  school-houses,  $2,002: 
i number  of  institutes  held,  1 ; number  of  teachers 
attending,  20. 

The  statement  of  public  school  funds,  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1888,  show-s  the  following 
amount  received:  Balance  on  hand  June  30,  188*. 
$4,304.03:  from  common  school  fund  (State), 
$3,389.20;  from  district  tax.  $5,922.8 1 : from 
poll  tax.  $2,020.05;  total,  $15.036. Jo.  Amount 
expended:  For  teachers’ salaries,  $8,172.65;  build- 
ing and  repairing,  8580.82;  treasurer’s  commis- 
sions, $226.65;  total,  $8,980. 12.  Balance  in  county 
treasury  unexpended  : Of  common  school  and  dis- 
trict- fund,  $6,656.63  : total.  $6,656.63. 

The  only  private  school  in  the  county-  is  the 
Hamburg  High  School,  of  which  mention  is  made 
iu  other  pages. 

The  Missionary  Baptist  Church  has,  perhaps,  a 
larger  membership  and  more  building  than  any 
. other  denoiuination  in  the  county.  The  tir>t  was 
instituted  and  known  as  44at  Creek  Church  in 
| 1845,  IV.  R.  Royal  being  the  minister  officiating. 

: with  James  Bussey-  and  William  Daniels  as  assist 
ing  deacons.  The  membership  at  that  time  was 
but  eight.  In  1849  Egypt  Church  was  organized, 
and  the  same  year  Beech  Creek.  Fellowship  was 
formed  in  1851-52;  Extra,  in  1852:  Mount.  Zion, 
in  1855;  Hickory  Grove,  in  1.856;  Poplar  Bluff,  in 
1857:  Mount  Zion  No.  2,  in  1857:  Portland,  the 
same  year,  and  also  Harmony;  Pisgah,  in  1858: 

: Hamburg,  in  1859;  New-  Prospect,  in  1860:  Unity  , 
in  1875:  Mount  Olive,  in  1857  or  1858:  Judson  in 
1872.  Each  church  owns  its  own  building,  and  in 
many'  of  them  Sunday  -school  is  conducted  weekly. 

Among  those  w’ho  have  been  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  this  church  are  the  names  of  Benjamin 
Carroll,  W.  R.  Royal,  Uriah  Parker.  John  S. 
Wood,  who  is  about  the  last  survivor  of  the  pio- 
neer preachers,  Charley  lvenard,  Henry  Sims,  J. 
B.  B.  Waldrop  and  Hogan  Allen. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  was 
organized  into  a circuit  about  the  year  1847,  the 
Rev.  John  Stanford,  M.  D.,  being  the  preacher  in 
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charge.  He  was  succeeded  in  1848  by  Kev.  Mr. 
Finn.  Rev.  Peter  Hasken  followed  in  1849; 
James  H.  Andrews  in  1850;  Rev.  Bononi  Harris 
in  .1851;  J.  S.  McCarrer  in  1852,  and  H.  R. 
Withers  in  1853.  The  circuit  embraced  the  whole 
county  until  1807  or  1868,  when  it  was  divided, 
the  west  half  being  called  Hamburg  Circuit,  and 
the  east  half  the  Bartholomew  Circuit.  These 
have  also  since  been  divided,  till  now  there  is  the  | 
Hamburg  Station,  a single  church  which  supports 
a pastor  and  enjoys  his  exclusive  pastorate,  this 
station  being  tilled  by  Rev.  H.  R.  Withers.  The 
Hamburg  Circuit,  situate  in  the  southwestern  part, 
of  the  county,  is  served  by  Rev.  Cameron.  The 
Fountain  Circuit,  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county,  is  filled  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Scott,  and  the  Bar- 
tholomew Circuit,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Bushing.  For  these  circuits  and  sta- 
tions the  following  statistics  will  show  how  healthy 
is  the  condition  of  this  denomination:  Number  of 
preachers,  12;  number  of  members,  857;  value  of 
church  houses,  810.000;  salaries  paid  pastors  in 
1889,  $2,75  (.23.  All  the  pastors  who  officiated  in 
this  county  before  the  war  are  now  dead  excepting 
Rev.  B.  Harris  and  H.  R.  Withers.  To  Rev.  W. 
G.  Guise  and  Rev.  John  Withers,  local  ministers 
of  this  church,  more  than  to  any  others,  is  due  the 
success  of  its  early  establishment.  These  veterans 
managed  their  farms,  supporting  large  families, 
yet  found  time  to  preach  in  neighborhood  adjacent 
to  their  homes,  organizing  churches  as  fast  as  the 
country  settled  up  around  them.  They  have  left 
numerous  descendants  who  do  honor  to  their  hardy 
and  pioneer  parents. 

The  Presbyterians  have  two  organized  churches 
in  this  county,  one  of  which,  Olean  Church,  was 
organized  in  1859.  In  1860  the  church  was  moved 
to  Hamburg,  and  the  name  changed  to  Hamburg 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  original  membership 
was  sixteen,  and  the  present  one  about  fifty.  Pine 
Prairie  Church  organized  in  1889.  Rev.  R.  L. 
Dale  is  the  pastor  in  charge.  Among  the  names 
connected  with  the  early  history  of  this  church  are 
those  of  W.  S.  Lawson,  J.  H.  Johnston.  -J.  Will- 
iam Harbison. 

The  Christians  and  Free-Will  Baptists  have  a 
church  at  Milo,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county. 


Andrew  J.  Allen  is  a Georgian  by  birth,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  progressive,  enterprising  and  in- 
telligent farmers  of  Ashley  County.  Ark.,  of  which 
place  he  has  been  a resident  since  December,  i860. 
He  first  purchased  249  acres  of  land,  but  after- 


ward increased  this  amount  to  1,000  acres,  of 
which  he  had  fifty  under  cultivation,  and  now  has  his 
original  amount  of  land,  24.0  acres,  with  100  acres 
under  the  plow.  His  birth  occurred  June  28,  1845, 
and  although  his  advantages  in  youth  for  obtain- 
j ing  an  education  were  not  of  the  best,  he  was 
I naturally  intelligent,  and  by  early  contact  with  the 
world,  he  became  an  excellent  reader  of  human 
nature,  and  was  well  posted  on  all  general  topics, 
so  that  when  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  as  a 
farmer  in  1868,  he  was  better  equipped  than  the 
majority  of  boys.  In  the  fall  of  1.862  he  entered 
the  army,  becoming  a member  of  Burck’s  com- 
pany. of  Mounted  Infantry,  Price's  battalion, 
Fagan’s  brigade,  and  the  first  action  in  which  he 
| took  part  was  at  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  while  with 
| Price  on  his  raid.  During  this  campaign  he  was 
| in  forty-two  engagements,  but  wras  never  wounded 
1 or  taken  prisoner.  His  company  was  disbanded 
; in  Missouri,  and  he  returned  home,  and  again  took 
lip  his  farming  operations,  and  as  above  seen  has 
i been  successful.  He  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
j belongs  to  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of  which 
his  wife,  who  died  April  7,  1889,  was  also  a mem- 
ber. They  were  married  in  1867,  she  being  Miss 
Louisa  J.  Daniel,  a daughter  of  William  Daniel,  a 
pioneer  of  Arkansas,  having  come  here  from  the 
State  of  Alabama,  dying  in  1868.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Allen  a family  of  ten  children  were  born: 
Willie  Wade,  Dudley  D.,  Zaybock  Lewis  and 
Joseph  E.  (deceased),  and  Emma  E.  (born  in 
1872),  Annie  E.  (born  in  1874),  Andrew  J.  (born  in 
1876),  Christopher  C.  (born  in  1878).  Mattie  Lee 
(born  in  1883),  and  Paul  E.  (born  in  1884). 

Hon.  Hogan  Allen,  planter,  Berea,  Ark.  One 
of  the  brushbreakers  or  pioneer  preachers  of  Ash- 
ley County.  Ark.,  whose  name  appears  above,  has 
borne  an  influential  part  in  promoting  the  various 
interests  of  the  county.  He  was  originally  from 
Anson  County.  X.  C.,  his  birth  occurring  January 
20.  1829.  His  early  educational  advantages  were 
very  limited,  but  by  earnest  endeavors  at  home  he 
so  qualified  himself  as  to  make,  in  his  sermons  and 
other  public  addresses,  but  few  grammatical  mis- 
takes. On  March  8,  1849,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss 
Frances  E.  Rushing,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
were  thirteen  children:  Louisiana  H.,  Arabella  M.. 
Emaline  J.,  William  S..  Dudley  D..  Ann  (deceased). 
Penelope,  Martha  F.,  Elizabeth,  Julia  P. . Young 
H.,  Collen  and  Ruth.  All  these  children  but  two 
are  living,  and  nine  reside  in  the  State.  Mr.  Allen 
has  been  a planter  all  his  life  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  300. acres  of  land  and  has  fifty  acres  under  cul- 
tivation. He  is  a Council  Mason,  and  is  a man  of 
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sound  practical  judgment.  His  intelligence  and  ; 
superior  natural  ability  became  recognized  by  the 
numerous  friends  whom  he  had  gathered  around 
him,  arid  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  county  in  ! 
the  Legislature  four  terms,  and  he  is  now  State 
Senator  elect  from  the  Seventeenth  Senatorial  Dis 
trict  of  Arkansas,  composed  of  Drew  and  Ashley 
Counties.  He  and  wife  are  prominent  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  has  been  an  ordained 
minister  in  the  same  for  nearly  thirty  years.  He  I 
emigrated  from  North  Carolina  to  Arkansas  in  ! 
1851,  settled  in  Drew  County,  near  Lacey,  and  i 
remained  there  until  1S60.  when  he  emigrated  to  ! 
Ashley  County,  locating  in  Bearhouse  Township,  j 
where  he  now  resides.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  j 
William  and  Margaret  H.  (Benton)  Allen,  were  \ 
natives  of  North  Carolina,  the  father  born  in  1796  j 
and  the  mother  in  1807.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren: Fulton.  Hampton.  Sarah,  Penelope,  Ann,  j 
Margaret  H. , and  all  these  are  deceased  except  ; 
Hogan  and  Margaret.  The  latter  resides  in  North  j 
Carolina  and  is  the  widow  of  D.  B.  Readfearn.  j 
The  mother  died  in  1832  and  the  father  afterward  } 
married  Miss  Nancy  Tanner,  who  bore  him  two 
children:  Josiali  and  one  who  died  in  infancy,  j 
The  mother  of  these  children  received  her  final  ; 
summons  in  1830.  and  Mr.  Allen  took  for  his  third 
wife  Miss  Nancy  Russell,  whom  he  married  in  j 
1837.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven  children:  i 
Vernon,  William,  Robert,  Catherine.  Collen,  Rosa  j 
and  James,  the  last  two  of  these  died  in  infancy,  j 
The  father’s  death  occurred  in  1878.  He  held  the  i 
office  of  associate  county  judge  of  Anson  County, 
N.  C.,  for  several  years,  and  was  thoroughly  ; 
acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  county.  He  j 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  j 
South. 

Wade  H.  Allen  is  a prosperous  citizen  of  this  j 
section  of  the  country,  and  was  born  in  Franklin,  j 
Ga.,  on  March  17.  1817,  being  a son  of  Benjamin 
W.  Allen,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  a son 
of  William  Allen,  also  a resident  of  the  Old 
North  State.  Benjamin  W.  Allen  tilled  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  in  North  Carolina  for  1 
about  twenty  years,  but  afterward  moved  to  Geor-  I 
gia,  where  he  passed  to  his  long  home  in  ISOO.  I 
The  same  year  of  his  death  his  son.  Wade  H.  Al-  ; 
leu,  moved  to  the  : State  of  Arkansas,  and  bought 
200  acres  of  land,  and  by  dint  of  good  manage- 
ment and  industry  he  became  the  owner  of  1,000 
acres,  and  after  giving  liberally  of  the  same  to  bis  ! 
children  still  owns  200  acres  of  valuable  land, 
sixty  acres  of  which  are  in  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation,  and  produces  one-half  bale  °of  cotton  to  i 
the  acre.  He  began  farming  for  himself  in  Geor-  : 


gia  about  1836,  and  three  years  later  wa>  married, 
his  wife  being  Miss  Sarah  Crane,  by  whom  he  be- 
came the  father  of  live  children:  Nancy  Adaline 
(born  July  20.  1840).  Martha  J.  (born  February  8. 
1843).  (Andrew  J.  (born  June  28,  18-15),  Christo- 
pher C.  (born  December  6,  1847),  and  a child  that 
died  in  infancy.  For  five  years  after  his  marriage 
(Mr.  Allen  tilled  the  soil,  and  then  engaged  in  the 
hat  business,  a calling  he  successfully  followed  for 
eighteen  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  re- 
turned to  his  farm,  where  he  still  lives.  He  lias 
filled. the  position  of  tax  assessor  for  six  successive 
years,  and  has  also  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  four  years.  He  is  a stanch  Republican 
in  politics,  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M..  and 
has  been  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  for  many  years.  His  wife,  who  passed 
from  life  August  3,  1883.  had  long  been  a member 
of  this  church. 

Christopher  C.  Allen  was  born  in  Heard  Coun- 
ty, Ga.,  on  December  6,  1847,  his  father.  W.  H 
Allen,  being  also  a Georgian  and  the  father  of  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living  and  reside  in 
Ashley  County,  Ark.,  a daughter  having  died  in 
1880.  The  father  was  a farmer  in  his  native  State, 
and  being  lured  by  the  sale  of  cheap  and  fertile 
lands  he  came  to  Arkansas  in  I860,  and  with  his 
family  settled  on  a small  farm  in  Ashley  County. 
From  1S68  to  1874  he  was  assessor  of  the  county, 
but  since  the  last-named  date  has  devoted  his  at- 
tention exclusively  to  the  successful  management 
of  his  real  estate,  and  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do 
men  of  this  section.  His  wife  passed  from  life  on 
August  3,  1882.  After  leaving  Georgia  Christo- 
pher  C.  Allen  had  no  opportunities  for  attending 
school,  and  during  the  Civil  War  he  spent  the  most 
of  the  time  on  the  home  farm.  During  the  years 
of  1871-72  he  sold  goods  at  Pine  Hill,  and  in 
18S9  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Hamburg,  to 
which  place  he  moved  his  family  that  his  children 
might  enjoy  the  advantages  which  the  town  schools 
afforded.  While  a tiller  of  the  soil  he  was  one  of 
the  few  farmers  that  believed  in  diversified  farm- 
ing, and  puts  the  theory  into  practice,  raising  not 
only  cotton,  but  corn,  oats,  etc.,  and  also  breeds 
and  raises  horses,  mules,  cattle  and  hugs.  He  has 
been,  and  is  a successful  farmer,  and  of  the  1,200 
acres  of  laud  that  he  owns  he  has  300  acres  under 
cultivation,  well  improved,  with  good  buildings, 
orchard,  etc.  Throughout  liis  life  he  has  been  an 
energetic,  progressive  man.  thoroughly  alive  to 
every  duty  as  a citizen,  and  lias  filled  his  place  in 
the  world  well.  He. belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  is  a Mason,  and  a member  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  been  associate  county  judge  on  the 
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board  of  registration,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  had 
the  honor  of  being  director  of  the  lirst  public  school 
ever  taught  in  the  county. 

C.  H.  Andrews,  planter,  Petersburg,  Ark. 
This  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturist  was 
originally  from  Georgia,  his  birth  occurring  in 
1827,  and  is  a son  of  William  Andrews,  also  a na- 
tive of  Georgia.  The  father  was  in  many  of  the 
Indian  wars,  also  in  the  War  of  1812  under  Jack- 
son,  being  a participant  iD  the  battle  of  New  Or- 
leans. He  died  in  1850  and  the  mother  in  1805. 
C.  H.  Andrews  began  life  for  himself  in  Alabama 
in  18-14,  and  later  was  married  to  Miss  Martha 
Hewev,  of  Alabama,  daughter  of  8.  J.  Hewey. 
She  died  in  Arkansas  in  1872.  In  1851  Mr.  An- 
drews moved  to  Arkansas,  settled  in  Ashley  County, 
and  entered  the  first  land  in  Marie  Saline  Town- 
ship, about  three  miles  from  the  present  site  of 
Petersburg  iu  1859.  He  first  entered  200  acres, 
but  now  owns  320  acres  of  hill  land,  and  has  forty- ' 
five  acres  under  cultivation.  He  averages  from 
800  to  1,000  pounds  of  cotton  and  twenty  bushels 
of  corn  to  the  acre.  He  has  an  excellent  farm,  the 
soil  being  unusually  fertile.  To  his  marriage  was 
born  one  daughter,  Emily,  now  the  wife  of  J.  P. 
Neal,  of  Ashley  County,  who  resides  about  live 
miles  from  Petersburg.  Mr.  Andrews  was  married, 
the  second  time,  to  Miss  Mary  O.  Hoke,  dauohter 
of  \\  . H.  Hoke,  who  died  in  1879,  and  who  was 
constable  of  Marie  Saline  Township,  for  some 
time.  Mr.  Hoke  participated  in  the  late  war,  and 
was  under  Col.  Wright  and  later  Fagan.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Andrews  were  born  six  living  children: 
Arthur  La  Fayette,  C.  H.,  Jr..  Lillon.  Pauline, 
Annie  Bell  and  Josie  Lee.  Mr.  Andrews  was  in 
the  late  war  in  the  Ninth  Arkansas,  in  Loring's 
division,  Buford’s  brigade  and  Col.  Dunlap's  in- 
fantry, and  at  the  battle  of  Baker’s  Creek  he  was 
taken  prisoner.  He  was  confined  seven  months, 
and  then  wTas  paroled,  and  returned  home.  He 
then  resumed  his  farming  operations,  and  this  he 
has  carried  on  ever  since.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  wife  are  honored 
members  of  the.  Baptist  Church. 

I)r.  H.  L.  Anthony,  physician.  Sunshine.  Ark.. 
Dr.  Anthony  is  a native  Virginian,  his  birth  oc- 
curring about  1830.  and  is  of  English  descent.  He 
traces  his  ancestry  back  to  1040.  at  which  time  the 
Anthonys  made  t heir  advent  into  this  county,  and 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Hanover 
County,  Ya.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject moved  to  Buckingham  County,  when  that 
county  covered  the  western  half  of  the  State,  and 
there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  John  A 
Anthony  was  a captain  in  the  lievolutionary  War. 


He  had  five  sous:  John,  James,  Mark,  Banks  and 
Charley.  John  and  Banks  were  in  the  War  of 
1812,  William  A.,  the  son  of  John,  volunteered  in 
the  place  of  his  father,  and  tilled  his  place  during 
the  war.  Banks  was  a major  in  Jackson’s  division, 
and  fell  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  William  A. 
married  Sarah  Echols.  September  12,  1824,  and 
reared  a family  of  eight  children,  but  three  of 
whom  are  now  living:  William  L.,  at  Covington. 
Ky.,  and  Virginia  E..  wife  of  I.  L.  Harris,  at 
Hackett  City,  Ark.  The  father  resided  for  sixty 
years  in  Virginia,  and  then  went  to  Mississippi, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  October,  1800.  1 1 i - 

wife  died  in  Virginia  in  1852.  Dr.  H.  L.  Anthony 
passed  his  youthful  days  in  Virginia,  attended  Val- 
ley Union  College,  and  while  there  was  an  under- 
graduate. After  leaving  college  he  began  tue 
study  of  medicine  under  his  father,  and  graduated 
from  the  Virginia  Medical  College  in  1851.  He 
first  began  practicing  near  Pittsylvania  Court 
House,  remained  there  until  January,  1853,  and 
then  went  to  Mississippi,  where  he  practiced 
twenty  one  consecutive  years,  including  his  army 
life.  He  was  surgeon  iu  Armstrong’s  brigade, 
and  then  had  charge  of  the  field  hospital.  Later 
he  was  transferred  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  afterward  to 
Atlanta,  Ga. , and  then  returned  home,  where  he 
remained  until  January,  1874,  when  he  came  to 
Ashley  County.  Ark.  Since  then  be  has  divided 
his  time  between  the  practice  of  his  profession  and 
planting.  The  latter  occupation  he  followed  quite 
extensively  until  about  1885.  and  is  the  owner  of 
620  acres  of  land  with  170  acres  under  cultivation. 
During  his  life  he  lias  traveled  quite  extensively, 
and  is  a cultured  and  refined  gentleman  of  the  old 
school.  He  is  now  living  with  his  sixth  wife,  who 
was  formerly  a Miss  Augusta  Shelton,  of  Louisiana. 
They  have  no  children.  The  Doctor  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  was  born  and 
reared  a Whig,  and  still  holds  to  that  faith.  The 
county  is  singularly  free  from  epidemics.  Pulmo- 
nary diseases  develop  slowly,  and  cases  are  rare. 
Malarial  diseases  are  about  all  that  are  to  be  com- 
bated here,  seldom  proving  fatal  except  through 
August  and  September. 

Thomas  L.  Atkin,  planter.  Poplar  Bluff,  Ark. 
Among  the  many  estimable  citizen  of  Ashley  County, 
who  are  successful  iu  their  different  callings,  may 
be  mentioned  the  name  of  Thomas  L.  Atkin,  who 
is  one  of  the  foremost  men  among  the  agriculturists. 
He  was  born  in  Perry  County.  Ala.,  on  February 
27,  1857,  and  remained  in  his  native  county  until 
ten  years  of  age.  He  came  to  Ashley  County. 
Ark.,  with  his  mother  and  step  father  in  186)7.  and 
here  he  has  made  his  home  over  since  with  the  ex- 
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ception  of  the  years  1872  ancl  1873,  when  he  was 
attending  Barton  Academy  in  Mobile,  Ala.  When 
twenty  three  years  of  age  lie  started  out  to  farm 
for  himself,  purchased  120  acres  and  has  carried 
on  agricultural  pursuits  ever  since  with  good  suc- 
cess. He  has  a steam  gin  on  his  place  with'  a. 
capacity  of  ten  bales  per  day,  an  l it  is  fully 
equipped  with  all  modern  improvements.  Mr. 
Atkin  is  also  merchandising  on  a small  scale  and 
carries  a stock  of  goods  valued  at  about  $1,01)0. 
He  was  married  on  March  24.  1887.  to  Miss  Mattie 
Powell,  daughter  of  Ed  Powell,  and  they  have  one 
son.  Edward  P.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atkin  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  both 
a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M.  and  the  K.  of  P. 
In  politics  he  is  Democratic.  His  parents,  Dr. 
David  and  Mary  (Cooper)  Atkin,  were  natives 
of  Ohio  and  Alabama,  respectively.  The  Atkin 
family  came  to  America  prior  to  the  Revolution, 
and  David  Atkin  came  to  Alabama  some  time  in  the 
forties.  He  was  married  in  Mobile,  and  the  fruits 
of  his  union  were  three  children — two  daughters 
and  a son.  Helen  died  when  quite  young  and  Zoe 
died  in  1870.  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 

James  O.  Bain,  planter  and  merchant,  Port- 
land. Ark.  Mr.  Bain,  a gentleman  possessed  of 
progressive  ideas  and  tendencies  regarding  the 
management,  and  conduct  of  a farm  and  one  well 
posted  in  the  business  affairs  of  the  community, 
was  born  in  Alabama,  on  February  28,  1852.  His 
parents,  S.  >S.  and  Artemisia  (Wilkins)  Bain,  were 
natives  also  of  that  State,  and  their  two  children, 
both  now  living,  are  residents  of  Ashley  County. 
The  mother  died  in  1854  and  the  father  received 
his  final  summons  in  1872.  James  O.  Bain  be- 
came thoroughly  familiar  with  farm  life  at  an  early 
age.  He  received  a common -school  education  and 
attained  his  growth  in  Mississippi,  Alabama  and 
Arkansas,  anil  emigrated  to  this  State  in  1869.  lie- 
ginning  work  for  himself  on  his  father’s  home 
place.  In  1882  he  began  farming  on  the  bayou, 
in  Union  Township,  and  three  years  later  he  pur- 
chased goods  and  opened  a plantation  store  carry- 
ing a stook  of  goods  valued  at  82.209.  but  which 
has  since  been  increased  to  85,009,  and  his. annual 
sales  amount  to  815,000.  He  is  a very  popular 
business  mau.  and  his  intelligence  and  enterprise, 
have  acquired  for  him  a popularity  not  derived 
from  any  factitious  circumstance,  hut  a permanent 
and  spontaneous  tribute  to  his  merit.  Mr.  Bain 
was  married  on  December  1,  1XS7,  to  Mrs.  Bettie 
B.  Lindsey,  nee  Hollaway,  and  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  one  child,  a son.  Mr.  Bain  is  a member 
of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M..  and  is  a Democrat.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


Thomas  E.  Baker  is  a Crawford  County  Geor- 
gian, his  birth  having  occurred  there  December  3. 
1833,  to  Jeremiah  Baker  and  wife,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  under 
Jackson,  and  died  in  Alabama  in  1848,  at  the  age  | 
of  seventy-one  years.  His  father  was  Samuel 
Baker,  a North  Carolinian.  Thomas  E.  Baker  be- 
came familiar  with  the  duties  of  farm  life  in  his 
youth,  and  has  always  followed  that  occupation. 

In  1858  be  emigrated  westward  as  far  as  Arkan- 
sas, and  here  entered  and  bought  land,  being  now 
the  owner  of  320  acres,  of  which  fifty  are  under 
cultivation,  the  yield  of  cotton  being  one-half  bale 
and  twenty -five  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  Al- 
though he  was  not  given  many  educational  advan- 
tages  at  first,  he  afterward  entered  a high  school, 
where  he  acquired  au  excellent  knowledge  of  books 
and  became  a well- posted  young  man.  In  March, 

1 862.  he  joined  the  Confederate  service,  becoming 
a member  of  Jones’  battalion,  and  the  first  battle  in 
which  he  took  part  was  Fort  Pillow.  In  1862  he 
lost  his  right  arm  at  Corinth,  which  disabled  him 
for  further  service,  and  he  came  home,  arriving  ou 
November  3,  1862.  He  resumed  farming  and  also 
began  teaching  school,  and  as  has  been  seen  has 
been  successful.  He  was  married  in  185  i to  Miss 
Nancy  T.  Adams,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Adams,  of 
Stewart  County.  Gra. , a farmer  and  planter,  who 
died  in  Texas  in  1873.  and  in  time  a family  of  six 
children  was  born  to  their  union:  Julia  F.  (wife  of 
L.  T.  Cobb),  Mary  E.  (wife  of  Fred  Cribbs). 
Thomas  C.  (in  Texas),  Nettie,  Bryant  M.  and 
James  P.  Mr.  Baker  has  always  1 een  a Democrat, 
but  never  held  any  but  a local  office.  He  belongs 
to  the  A.  F.  A A.  M , and  he  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Thomas  H.  Baldy  has  passed  a useful  and  suc- 
cessful, although  a rather  uneventful  life,  and  is 
now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a fair  income.  He  is 
ranked  among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Ashley 
County,  being  the  owner  of  600  acres  of  fine  bayou 
land,  and  although  he  does  not  farm  it  himself  he 
attends  to  its  management.  His  time  is  more  fully 
occupied  with  merchandising,  and  with  a stock  of 
goods  valued  at  82,000  he  does  an  annual  business 
of  about  88,000.  This  establishment  was  founded 
at  Slemmons  in  1888.  aud  is  admirably  conducted. 
Mr.  Baldy  showing  that  he  is  the  thorough  master 
of  this  business.  He  is  a native  Alabamian,  his 
birth  occurring  in  1 S 3 S , and  he  is  a son  of  Paul  H. 
Baldy,  who  was  a participant  in  the  Indian  War  of 
1836  under  Jackson,  and  moved  in  the  fall  of  1x42 
to  Arkansas,  entering  and  purchasing  land  near 
Monticello  first,  afterward  Fountain  Hill.  He  was 
a justice  of  the  peace  here,  a member  of  the  Bap- 
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t ist  Church,  and  died  on  January  29,  1808. 
Thomas  H.  Baldy  obtained  a limited  early  educa- 
tion, bul  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  started  out 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  in  1800  en- 
tered land  in  Drew  County,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  187/,  when  he  came  to  his  present 
abode.  In  April.  1802,  lie  became  a member  of 
Company  C,  Third  Arkansas  Infantry,  afterward 
taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Get 
tysburg,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Front  Royal. 
Va.,  being  detailed  to  supply  scouts.  He  was 
kept  a prisoner  at  Washington  City  for  about  eight 
months,  when  he  was  paroled  and  came  home, 
which  place  he  reached  in  1804.  His  land  is  very 
fertile,  and  will  average  forty  bushels  of  corn  to  the 
acre,  one  year  yielding  sixty  five  bushels  to  the 
acre  on  the  whole  crop.  He  was  married  in  1801 
to  a daughter  of  Robert  Rodgers,  who  has  borne 
him  two  children,  twins:  Mary  Frances  and  Mar- 
tha Elizabeth,  born  April  20,  1870,  the  latter  dy- 
ing November  20,  1888.  Mr.  Baldy  is  a Demo 
crat,  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. . the  K.  of 
H.,  and  he  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  in  both  Drew  and  Ashley  Counties,  being 
elected  to  the  position  in  the  latter  county  in  1884. 
and  holding  the  same  four  years.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  are  worthy 
and  highly  esteemed  people.  He  is  of  French  and 
Irish  descent  on  his  father’s  side,  and  Welsh  and 
Scotch  on  his  mother’s. 

Ben  L.  Bell,  one  of  the  most  extensive  planters 
of  Ashley  County,  was  originally  from  Alabama, 
born  June  23,  1844,  and  is  a son  of  W.  L.  Bell,  of 
North  Carolina,  a pioneer  planter  of  that  State. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  he  was  an  in- 
fant, and  his  father  afterward  married  Mrs.  Nannie 
Kirkpatrick  Gaston,  of  Mississippi.  The  father 
moved  to  Ashley  County.  Ark.,  in  1851,  entered 
about  1,200  acres  in  Mill  Creek  Township,  and 
there  raised  cotton  and  corn.  He  owned  about 
thirty  or  forty  negroes,  and  resided  here  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war.  He  had  600  acres  under 
cultivation,  producing  from  one-half  to  three- 
fourths  of  a bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre,  and  from 
eighteen  to  twenty-live  bushels  of  corn.  Ben  L. 
Bell  was  reared  in  Ashley  County,  Ark.,  having 
lived  here  since  six  years  of  age,  and  received  a 
good  business  education  in  the  private  schools  of 
this  State  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Bell’s  regiment  infantry,  but  was  afterward  trans- 
fen  ed  to  the  cavalry.  His  first  lighting  was  with 
the  Third  Arkansas,  in  Virginia,  and  while  there 
he  participated  in  the  seven  days’  tight  around 
Richmond,  also  Malvern  Hill.  He  then  obtained 
a furlough,  and  was  home  for  some  time.  Later 
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he  joined  Bell’s  regiment,  Fagan’s  brigade,  and 
operated  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 
While  in  that  position  he  took  part  in  the  light  at 
Helena  and  Mark's  Mill,  and  from  that  time  on  he 
acted  as  a scout,  being  on  detached  service  until 
disbanded,  at  51  agnolia.  Ark.  Reaching  home  June 
1.  1865,  lie  immediately  resumed  work  on  the  farm. 
He  found  his  buildings  safe  and  sound,  and  he 
looked  forward  to  a time  of  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness. At  that  time  cotton  was  selling  at  from  JO 
to  00  cents  per  pound,  corn  was  worth  from  81  to 
82  per  bushel,  and  provisions  also  were  high,  pork 
selling  at  840  per  barrel.  From  that  time  on  Mr. 
Bell  has  owned  land  in  Ashley  County.  In  1881 
he  engaged  ifi  the  grocery  business,  continued  this 
two  years,  and  then  abandoned  it  to  resume  farm 
mg.  In  1873  he  drove  120  head  of  cattle  to  Jewell 
County.  Kas. , and  traded  for  horses  and  money. 
After  his  return  he  opened  a livery  stable  at  Ham- 
burg, and  did  own  the  same  stable  now  run  by 
Scott,  of  Hamburg,  about  two  years.  tie  then 
operated  a warehouse  for  cotton,  on  the  Ouachita 
River,  running  this  for  three  seasons,  and  handling 
about  600  bales  the  lirst  year,  1.200  the  second 
and  about  3,000  the  third  year.  After  abandoning 
mercantile  life,  Mr.  Bell  went  to  his  farm,  and  has 
remained  there  ever  since.  He  is  now  the  owner 
of  800  acres  of  land,  and  has  about  150  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  has  three  tenants  living  on  his 
place,  and  works  about  five  or  six  hands  outside  of 
these.  He’  makes  about  fifty  bales  of  cotton  an- 
nually. and  raises  from  500  to  600  bushels  of  corn. 
In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H.  and 
K.  of  P. , at  Hamburg,  also  tbo  A.  F.  & A.  M. 

Dr.  Roderick  A.  Bethuue,  physician,  Snyder. 
Ark.  The  humanizing  influences  of  Christianity 
are  shown  in  thousands  of  directions,  but  in  none 
to  a more  marked  degree  than  that  of  medical  and 
surgical  science.  Snyder  has  a number  of  fine 
physicians,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  L>r. 
Bethune,  who  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  in  Sum- 
ter County,  on  April  16,  1834.  His  parents.  John 
and  Frances  (Shaw)  Bethune, were,  natives  of  Scot- 
land and  South  Carolina,  respectively,  and  they 
were  married  in  the  mother’s  native  State.  There 
they  resided  until  1840,  when  they  emigrated  to 
Alabama,  settled  in  Pike  County,  where  the  father 
farmed  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1844. 
He  was  active  in  his  support  of  schools  and 
churches,  and  was  a ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  mother 
died  in  1842.  and  was  a member  of  the. same 
church.  Tlmir  family  consisted  of  the  following 
children:  Rebecca.  Roderick,  Samuel.  David,  and 
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ouo  who  died  in  infancy.  There  is  but  one  besides 
our  subject  now  living,  David,  who  is  practicing 
law  at  Union  Springs,  Ala.  Samuel  was  the  first 
of  the  family  to  emigrate  to  Arkansas,  and  thirteen 
years  after  locating  in  that  State  his  death  oc- 
curred. Dr.  Roderick  A.  Bethune  received  a good 
practical  education  in  Alabama,  and  later  attended 
medical  lectures  at  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Phila- 
delphia, graduating  in  March.  1.854.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Alabama,  began  practicing,  and  after  re- 
maining there  nearly  one  year,  in  November,  1854. 
moved  to  South  Carolina,  where  he  continued  his 
practice.  He  selected  as  his  companion  in  life 
Miss  Margaret  Mayes,  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
and  the  daughter  of  Hon.  M.  P.  Mayes,  and  their 
nuptials  were  celebrated  November  ‘44,  1857.  To 
them  were  born  seven  children-  four  sons  and 
three  daughters:  John,  James,  Roderick  (de 

ceased),  David,  Lilly,  Henuie  and  Maggie  M.  (de- 
ceased). l ive  of  these  children  are  now  living, 
and  four  reside  in  this  county.  Dr.  Bethune  has 
been  practicing  medicine  for  thirty  six  years,  and 
is  an  able  and  very  successful  practitioner.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Bearhouse 
Lodge  No.  209,  R.  A.  M.  He  has  represented 
his  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  several  times,  and 
has  held  all  the  offices  from  worshipful  master 
down.  He  is  also  ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  which  was  organized  in  September.  1889. 
and  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  organizing  the 
same.  He  was  in  the  Confederate  army  during 
the  late  war,  and  his  principal  battles  were  in  Vir- 
ginia. He  was  discharged  in  1804.  and  then  en- 
tered the  medical  department,  where  he  remained 
until  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  In  January, 
I860,  he  removed  to  Alabama.  Bullock  County, 
practiced  there  until  1872.  and  then  emigrated  to 
Arkansas,  where  he  ha^  practiced  since.  Mrs. 
Bethune  is  also  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  but  the  children  are  all  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Marquis  D.  Boyd  owes  his  nativity  to  the 
Palmetto  State,  where  he  was  born  on  July  7. 
1830,  his  father,  F.  A.  Boyd,  being  also  a native 
of  that  State.  In  the  spring  of  1*1-0.  the  latter 
came  with  his  family  to  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
entering  between  5,000  and  6,000  acres  in  Chicot 
County,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  agricult- 
urists of  that-  region  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  January  0.  1887.  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  1809,  his  widow  dying  September  25 
of  the  following  year.  From  the  time  he  was  seven 
years  of  age  until  he  was  twenty -three.  Marquis 
D.  Boyd  was  a resident  of  Arkansas,  but  at  that 
age  he  went  to  California,  and  was  there  engaged 


in  mining  and  farming  until  June  4,  1859,  when 
he  started  for  home.  At  Panama  he  took  passage 
on  board  a clipper  bound  for  San  Francisco, 
rounded  Cape  Horn,  and  his  residence  in  the 
Golden  State  was  both  profitable  and  pleasant 
Upon  his  return  to  Arkansas,  he  settled  on  his 
present  farm  in  Ashley  County,  and  here  has  been 
farming  ever  since.  In  1861.  on  the  day  that 
Jefferson  Davis  was  made  President  of  the  Con- 
federacy, he  was  married  to  Miss  Altha  C..  a 
daughter  of  Charles  McClain,  a farmer,  batter 
and  gunsmith,  of  Bradley  County.  The  following 
family  of  children  has  been  born  to  Air.  and  Airs. 
Boyd:  Alartha  Frances,  Charles  Marquis,  Alarshal 
Francis.  Elbert  Sterling,  Henry  H. . Emma 
Victoria  (deceased  at  the  age  of  four  years),  Altha 
C.,  Adolphus  S. . Anise  Jane,  Eva  Alay,  Thomas 
Pinkney.  Patience  Caroline  (deceased),  and  Gabriel 
S.  L.  In  1861  Air.  Boyd  espoused  the  Confed- 
erate cause,  and  joined  Company  B,  Second 
Arkansas  Cavalrv,  his  lirst  fight  being  at  Oak 
Hill,  and  afterward,  while  on  detail  gathering 
supplies,  he  was  captured  some  time  in  April. 
1863,  and  was  sent  to  Rock  Island,  111.,  where  he 
was  kept  a prisoner  for  about  twelve  months.  He 
was  then  exchanged,  returned  home  in  1864,  but 
was  not  in  a condition  to  again  enlist  .in  the 
service.  The  most  of  his  attention  has  been  given 
to  farming,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  320  acres 
of  land,  sixty  of  which  are  in  a tillable  condition 
and  devoted  to  the  raising  of  cotton  and  corn,  the 
former  averaging  about  one-half  bale  and  the 
latter  fifteen  bushels' to  the  acre.  Air.  Boyd  has 
long  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  and  in 
the  affairs  of  his  county  and  township  he  exerts  an 
influence,  which  is  felt  by  all,  for  his  views  are 
intelligent-  and  sound.  His  wife  is  a member  of 
the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 

William  H.  Brooks  has  been  successfully 
engaged  in  tilling  bis  present  farm  of  320  acres 
since  1869,  and  by  industry  and  good  management 
has  succeeded  in  putting  135  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  on  this  tract  raises  one-half  bale  of  cotton 
and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  bushels  of  corn  to  the 
acre.  Pie  was  born  in  Alississippi  September  7. 
1847,  to  Willis  Brooks  and  wife,  of  Alabama,  the 
former  being  a son  of  John  Brooks,  of  Alississippi. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  began  life  for  himself  in 
1866,  but  prior  to  this  joined  the  Confederate 
army  in  1864.  being  a member  of  a reserve  corps, 
stationed  at  Camden,  under  command  of  Capt. 
Daughter)'.  At  the  close  of  the  war  they  were 
disbanded  at  this  place  and  returned  home,  the 
former  reaching  the  parental  roof  in  May,  1865. 
On  January  10,  1877.  his  marriage  with  Mis< 
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Martha  Parco.  of  Ashley7  County  took  place,  she 
being  a daughter  of  Henry  Parco.  a farmer  living 
in  Drew  County.  To  Mr.  Brooks  and  his  wife  a 
family  of  seven  children  has  been  born:  Henry 
\Y. , Benjamin  T. , Clara  Ann,  John  \V..  Mattie  L. . 
Hogan  Allan  and  William  H.  Mr.  Brooks  is  a 
member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  is  a 
liberal  contributor  to  the  same,  and  in  every 
respect  is  an  upright  man  and  citizen.  His  father 
and  mother  are  still  living  in  Ashley  County,  and 
the  former  was  a soldier  in  the  Indian  Far  of  1830 
in  Alabama. 

William  L.  Butler,  planter,  Poplar  Bluff.  Ark. 
The  industry,  perseverance  and  close  attention  to 
business  which  a person  displays  in  the  manage- 
ment of  any  particular  branch  of  trade  results 
largely  in  their  personal  popularity.  And  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Butler  this  is  certainly  true,  for  he 
has  adhered  so  closelv  to  farming  that  high  esteem 
has  been  placed  upon  him.  He  was  born  in  Perry 
County,  Ala.,  on  April  5,  1830,  and  was  the  son  of 
Leonard  and  Judith  (Williams)  Butler,  natives  of 
South  Carolina,  and  the  grandson  of  Dr.  Ephraim 
Sutler.  The  Butlers  are  of  Irish  descent,  their 
ancestors  having  come  to  America  under  the 
leadership  of  Cecil  Calvert  (Lord  Baltimore)  1043 
to  1040  to  escape  persecutions,  religions  and  po- 
litical. They7  seem  to  have  drifted  south,  for  we 
find  one  of  them,  Pierce  Butler,  a delegate  to  the 
Constitutional  Convention  from  South  Carolina, 
and  who,  in  the  name  of  his  State,  was  a signer  to 
the  constitution.  Going  still  farther  south  we 
find  William  O.  Butler  at  one  time  on  the  ticket 
with  Lewis  Cass  for  Vice-president.  He  was  a 
major-general  in  the  Mexican  W ar.  Another  one 
of  this  family  was  from  South  Carolina  and  colonel 
of  the  Palmetto  Regiment.  The  father  of  our 
subject  came  from  South  Carolina  when  a bov. 
located  in  Alabama,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
Perry  County7  in  1852.  The  mother  died  in  Texas 
in  1808.  Both  were  honored  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  They  reared  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  now  living,  the  sister,  the 
wife  of  Capt.  Clark  of  Ashley  County,  and  the  two 
brothers,  Abner  R.  and  Leonard  R..  are  in  the 
Lone  Star  State.  William  L.  Butler  passed  his 
boyhood  days  on  his  father's  plantation  in  Ala- 
bama, and  was  educated  at  Howard  College  in  the 
same  State.  In  1850  he  came  to  Ashley  County. 
Ark.,  bought  land,  farmed  on  this  until  i860,  and 
then  returned  to  Alabama,  where  he  married  Mrs. 
M.  J.  Atkin,  a lady  of  Knickerbocker  descent.  To 
this  marriage  were  born  four  children,  one  now 
living.  The  war  breaking  out,  Mr.  Butler  sided 
with  the  Confederacy,  and  in  May.  ISO],  enlisted 


in  Company  K,  Eighth  Alabama,  and  was  made 
first  lieutenant  of  same.  He  was  in  no  special 
battles,  but  was  on  the  peninsula  around  York 
town.  He  remained  with  that  regiment  until  April. 
ISO 2,  when  he  was  elected  captain  of  Company  A. 
Twenty  eighth  Alabama  Regiment.  He  was  then 
in  the  battle  of  Corinth,  then  to  Tupelo,  then 
operated  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  and  was  in 
the  battles  of  Perryville,  Murfreesboro,  Chicks - 
manga,  Missionary  Ridge.  New  Hope,  Marietta, 
and  Atlanta.  On  the  day  that  the  battle  of  Mur 
freesboro  was  fought  he  was  commissioned  major. 
From  that  time  on  he  was  commander  of  the 
Twenty-eighth  Alabama,  and  the  only  field  officer 
with  the  regiment.  After  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga  he  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
after  the  battle  of  Atlanta  he  was  given  the  colo- 
nelcy. He  was  at  the  battle  of  Franklin,  and  early 
in  that  engagement  took  command  of  Maniganlt's 
biigade,  the  general  and  senior  colonels  having 
been  previously  killed  or  badly  wounded.  All  day 
long  he  rode  where  the  tight  raged  fiercest,  and 
when  the  battle  closed  he  reformed  the  shattered 
lines  of  his  gallant  brigade  within  the  Federal 
works.  Col.  Butler  commanded  this  brigade  from 
then  on  until  lie  was  wounded  and  captured,  which 
occurred  soon  after  at  the  battle  of  Nashville.  He 
was  confined  at  the  hospital  for  some  time,  and  in 
April,  1865,  was  taken  to  Fort  Delaware,  where  he 
remained  until  the  latter  part  of  July.  He  wa> 
then  paroled,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  re- 
turned to  Alabama,  where  he  remained  one  year. 
He  then  moved  his  family  to  his  plantation  in  Ar- 
kansas, and  here  has  resided  since.  Until  lately 
he  has  planted  on  a large  scale,  farming  from  46** 
to  500  acres,  but  now  is  not  farming  so  exten- 
sively. Mrs.  Butler  died  on  July  6,  1884.  In 
May,  1889,  Mr.  Butler  married  Mrs.  L.  -J.  Nor- 
wood. Socially  Mr.  Butler  is  a Mason  and  a K 
of  P.,  and  holds  his  membership  in  both  orders  in 
Poplar  Bluff.  Mr.  Butler  lived  through  the  re- 
construction period,  and  then  it  was  that  the  citi- 
zens of  his  vicinity7  suffered  more  from  the  depre- 
dations of  the  State  Militia  than  they7  did  during 
the  war. 

Willis  A.  Cain,  planter,  Portland,  Ark.  The 
agricultural  interests  of  Portland  Township  are 
ably  represented  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a 
man  whose  life  has  been  passed  in  the  calling  which 
now  receives  his  attention.  He  owes  his  nativity 
to  Marion.  Perry  County,  Ala.,  where liis  birth  oc- 
curred on  July7  t,  1845,  and  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  March,  1861.  .Prior  t.q  that 
time  he  had  attended  Howard  College  at  Marion, 
and  later  entered  themilitarv  school  at  Tuscaloosa. 
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Then  he,  with  seventeen  others,  ran  away  to  Vicks- 
burg. ami  joined  Company  F,  Twentieth  Alabama 
Infantry,  and  served  three  years  and  four  months. 
He  was  on  detached  service  at  Jackson,  and  after 
the  parole  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Chickatnauga, 
Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge.  Ringgold, 
Dalton,  and  in  the  spring  of  1 S( >3  was  at  Rocky  Face 
Ridge,  liesaca,  Atlanta.  Rough  and  Ready,  Dalton 
(where  they  captured  200  negroes),  through  Hunts- 
ville, Ala.,  to  Florence,  Columbia,  Tenn.,  Frank- 
lin, Nashville,  and  was  then  lighting  nearly  all  the 
time  back  to  Shoal  Creek,  near  Florence.  They 
were  then  at  Bentonville,  N.  C . were  afterward 
sent  to  guard  some  salt  at  Broad  River  Bridge.  N. 
C. , then  went  to  Blackhawk  Station,  then  to  At 
lanta.  from  there  to  Tallapoosa  River,  and  then 
Mr.  C ain,  with  on#  companion,  came  down  that 
river  to  the  Alabama,  and  from  there  to  Montgom- 
ery, where  he  was  captured.  He  was  held  over 
night,  and  then  went  on  foot  to  Selma,  from  which 
place  he  made  his  way  home  after  an  absence  of 
over  three  years.  Later  he  began  clerking  for  R.  \V. 
Cole  in  a grocery  house,  continued  with  this  for 
six  months,  and  then  went  to  Selma,  where  he  tilled 
the  same  position  for  Hanna  & Morton  for  eight 
months.  From  there  he  went  to  Mobile,  thence  to 
Mansfield,  De  Soto  Parish.  La.,  and  three  months 
later  started  for  Mexico.  He  got  as  far  as  Guad 
aloupo  River,  and  then  returned  to  Louisiana. 
Three  months  after  this  he  went  to  Marion,  Union 
Parish,  La.,  clerked  for  B B.  Thomas  for  three 
years,  and  then,  on  December  20.  1871.  came  to 
the  bayou,  Portland  Township,  and  here  he  has 
resided  since.  For  the  first,  three  years  he  rented 
land,  and  then  bought  eighty  acres,  to  which  he 
has  since  added  forty  acres  more.  He  has  sixty 
acres  cleared.  In  1874  he  married  Miss  Alice 
Hollaway,  daughter  of  James  Hollaway,  an  old 
citizen  of  this  county.  Five  children  have  been 
born  to  this  union — four  sons  and  a daughter: 
Walter  A..  James  E..  Benson,  Samuel  E.  and 
Alma.  Mr.  Cain  has  been  deputy  sheriff  nearly 
ever  since  he  settled  in  this  county,  and  has  also 
held  the  position  of  school  director.  In  politics 
he  adheres  closely  to  the  Democratic  party,  and 
socially  he  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H.  Mrs.  Cain 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  The  pur 
euts  of  Mr.  Cain,  Anderson  and  Sarah  (Beusou) 
Cain,  were  natives,  respectively,  of  North  Carolina 
and  Alabama.  The  Cains  are  of  Irish  extraction, 
and  the  Bensons  of  Scotch.  Wiley  Cain,  the  father 
of  Anderson,  and  his  wife.  Sarah,  came  to  America 
from  Ireland  early  in  the  present  century.  Anderson 
left  home  when  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age. 
and  came  to  Alabama.  He  drove  a team  during 


the  day,  studied  law  during  the  night,  and  was  re- 
warded by  being  elected  clerk  of  the  circuit  court, 
which  position  he  filled  for  twelve  years.  He  be- 
came one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  the  county, 
and  before  the  war.  had  accumulated  considerable 
property,  being  the  owner  of  a large  plant  and  fifty 
work  hands.  He  died  in  the  spring  of  1805,  and 
was  buried  in  that  county.  He  was  both  a Mason 
and  an  Odd  Fellow.  He  left  a family  of  three 
children- — a son  and  two  daughters  his  wife  hav- 
ing died  in  1850.  One  of  the  daughters  is  living 
in  Ashley  County,  and  is  the  wife  of  George 
Franklin.  The  other  sister  died  in  Ashley  County 
in  February,  1885. 

IV.  J.  Cammack,  farmer,  Portland.  Ark.  The 
greater  portion  of  the  life  of  our  subject  has  been 
passed  within  the  borders  of  Arkansas,  whither  he 
moved  with  his  parents  in  1848.  and  under  the 
training  and  influence  of  his  father  he  was  led  to 
follow  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  now  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  progressive  and  substantial 
tillers  of  the  soil  in  Ashley  County.  He  was  born 
in  Bibb  County,  Ala.,  on  October  6,  1827,  and  his 
parents,  Lewis  and  Rhocla  (Coleman)  Cammack, 
were  natives  of  Kentucky  and  Alabama,  respect- 
ively. The  Cammacks  are  of  German  extraction. 
The  father  moved  to  Alabama  in  1818,  was  mar- 
ried in  1825,  and  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur 
suits  in  that  State,  until  1848,  when  he  came  to 
Union  County,  Ark.  Ten  years  later  he  moved  to 
Ashley  County,  and  here  his  death  occurred,  in 
1868.  He  reared  a family  of  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Rosa- 

mond  (wife  of  Dr.  Sherrer)  and  Mary  (widow  of 
Wiley  Ruckles).  The  mother  died  in  1849.  W. 
J.  Cammack  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  Al- 
abama, received  a common-school  education,  and 
came  with  his  father  to  Arkansas,  in  1848.  as  stated 
above.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  un- 
til 1855,  and  then,  October  4 of  that  year,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marv  J.  George,  daugh- 
ter  of  Rev.  Elias  George,  of  Union  Parish,  La. 
Mr.  Cammack  remained  in  Union  County  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war.  and  then  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  Thirty- first  Louisiana  Regiment.  He  was 
one  of  the  few  privates  who  went  all  the  way 
through  the  battles  of  Port  Hudson.  Chickamauga 
Bayou,  siege  and  surrender  of  Vicksburg.  He  was 
with  the  army  on  Red  River,  and  was  in  many 
hard  fought  battles  and  severe  skirmishes.  After 
the  war  Mr.  Cammack  sold  out  in  Union  County, 
moved  to  Ashley  County,  and  here  he  has  sincere- 
sided. He  rented  his  farm  and  moved  his  family 
to  Hamburg,  in  1884,  but  returned  to  his  planta- 
tion in  the  spring  of  1890.  He  is  the  father  of 
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nine  children:  Low  S.  (wife  of  Robert  J.  Kil- 

gore,  of  Union  Parish,  La.),  Anna  C.  (wife  of  E. 
J.  Cammack.  of  South  Carolina),  Sue  At.  (wife  of 
George  Tucker,  of  Hamburg),  Linn  AI.  (wife  of 
A.  B.  Mackliu,  of  Texas),  Atay.  Rosa  Lee,  How- 
ard D..  W.  Daniel  and  Robert  G.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Caunnack  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
are  well  respected  in  the  community.  Socially  he 
is  a Mason  and  politically  sides  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  has  been  planting  quite  exten- 
sively, his  principal  crops  being  cotton  and  corn, 
and  averages  about  a bale  of  cotton  and  twenty- 
live  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre. 

•John  T.  Carnahan,  farmer  and  miller.  Bartholo- 
mew, Ark.  This  wide-awake,  enterprising  citizen, 
is  a native  born  resident  of  Arkansas,  his  birth 
occurring  in  Chicot  County,  June  25,  1849.  and  is 
the  son  of  J.  T.  and  Elizabeth  (Bird)  Carnahan. 
The  parents  reared  a family  of  seven  children—  six 
daughters  and  one  son — four  now  living,  two  of  the 
sisters  in  Ashley  County.  Ellen  (wife  of  C.  Moore). 
Addie  (wife  of  James  Boyd),  and  Elizabeth  (who 
lives  in  Tennessee,  and  is  the  wife  of  Wilson  Ma- 
brey).  The  father  of  these  children  died  in  the 
army,  in  1803,  and  his  wife  died  the  same  } ear. 
Both  were  esteemed  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  John  T.  Carnahan  was  reared  to  years 
of  discretion  in  Chicot  County,  received  a limited 
education,  and  after  the.  death  of  his  father,  made 
his  home  with  his  grandfather  in  Louisiana.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  he  commenced  working 
for  himself  on  a farm,  and  tilled  the  soil,  until 
twenty -one  years  of  age.  when  he  commenced  run- 
ning a saw-mill  and  ginning  cotton.  He  owns  and 
operates  the  gin  mill  at  Ohio  Landing,  also  a saw- 
mill in  the  swamp,  and  is  the  owner  of  a small 
farm.  Mr.  Carnahan  has  been  twice  married,  tirst 
in  1870,  was  divorced  and  married  again  in  the 
same  year  to  Miss  Mattie  Summer,  daughter  of 
George  Summer  of  Alabama.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Car 
nahan  are  the  parents  of  five  children-  two  sons 
and  three  daughters:  Frederick.  Walter,  Jessie, 
Aliena  and  Fanny  M.  Mr.  Carnahan  is  a mem- 
ber of  both  the  K.  of  P. . and  the  K.  of  H.  In 
politics  lie  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

W.  F.  Chiles  is  a native  of  Alabama,  his  birth 
occurring  in  that  State  in  1840,  he  being  a son  of 
W.  L.  Chiles,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  the 
grandfather  being  Walter  Chiles,  an  Englishman. 
The  father  died  June  15,  1879.  having  been  a 
worthy  and  honored  man  throughout  life.  W.  F. 
Chiles  remained  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  until 
after  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age.  then  came  to 
Arkansas  the  instruction  he  received  in  early  life 
being  under  a tutor.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years 


lie  began  making  bis  own  wav  in  the  world,  and 
for  about  four  years  followed  saw  and  grist  mill 
ing,  his  father  and  grandfather  before  him  being 
mill  men.  In  IS  (5  he  emigrated  \Vrest  to  Arkan- 
sas, and  immediately  began  to  till  the  soil  on 
rented  land,  but  in  1880,  lie  bought  340  acres  of 
land,  bis  hill  land  averaging  one-half  bale,  and 
the  bayou  land  one  bale  of  cotton  per  acre.  Hu 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
in  1882,  a position  he  had  held  four  years,  and  in 
1888  was  chosen  tax  assessor,  and  is  now  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  the  same.  His  estimable  wife 
was  formerly  Miss  Octavia  Burnham,  a daughter 
of  Dr.  Burnham  of  Ashley  County.  Their  union 
took  place  in  -1879.  and  has  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  two  children:  Annie  B.  and  Ada  Bell.  Air. 
Chiles  is  a Democrat,  politically,  a member  of  the 
lv.  of  P.  and  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  and  has  long 
been  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  He  is  a liberal  supporter  of  all 
worthy  enterprises  such  as  churches,  schools,  etc., 
and  he  is  a man  who  commands  respect  and  esteem 
wherever  he  is  known. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Christian,  physician,  Portland,  Ark. 
J.  D.  Christian,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  horn  in  Alabama,  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Ashley  County,  Ark.,  and  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  Marie  Saline  Landing,  on  Ouachita 
River.  He  was  married  in  Union  County  of  that 
State  to  Miss  Alary  lv.  Lanson,  who  bore  him  six 
children,  two  now  living:  Dr.  E J. . and  Carrie, 
wife  of  J.  M.  Austin,  now  a resident  of  Ashley 
County.  The  father  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  also  the  Odd  Fellows.  During  the 
late  war  he  raised  a company,  the  first  taken  from 
the  county,  and  was  embodied  in  the  Third 
Arkansas,  that  joined  the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, remaining  in  the  Confederate  service  until 
in  Alay,  1864,  when  he  was  discharged  on  account 
of  ill  health.  He  died  of  pneumonia  in  1865. 
The  mother  died  in  1875,  of  cerebro  spinal  menin- 
gitis. Dr.  Christian  was  born  in  Ashley  County. 
Ark..  Alay  25.  1854.  received  a good  practical 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Ashley  Comity, 
and  in  1875  began  the  study  of  medicine  under 
Dr.  AY.  J.  Locke,  now  of  Petersburg,  Ashley 
County,  Ark.  In  1876  and  1877  he  followed 
farming  and  during  1878  and  1879  he  read  modi 
cine.  During  the  fall  and  winter  of  the  last- 
named  year  he  took  Ids  first  course  at  Mobile.  Ala. 
In  May.  1880,  he  commenced  practicing  in  Union 
Township.  Ashley  County,  and  soon  built  up  an 
excellent  reputation  as  a physician.  In  Alay.  1881. 
he  come  to  Portland,  was  here  during  1882.  and 
in  1883  took  his  second  course  of  lectures  at 
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Mobile,  graduating  in  the  spring  of  1881.  He 
was  one  of  twelve,  out  of  thirty  live  applicants 
that,  graduated.  He  then  returned  to  Portland, 
has  practiced  here  ever  since,  and  is  one  of  the 
popular  and  successful  physicians  of  the  county. 
In  April  and  May  he  took  a six  weeks'  post  grad- 
uate course  at  New  Orleans.  The  Doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  li.  of  P.  In  politics  he  always 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  Under  same 
conditions  the  Doctor  is  decidedly  of  the  opinion 
that  the  general  health  is  as  good  on  the  bayou  as 
in  the  hills.  The  disease  is  mostly  of  a malarial 
nature  and  yields  to  a thorough  course  of  eliminat- 
ing tonic  and  specific  treatment. 

Capt.  J.  P.  Clark  has  devoted  his  attention  to 
planting,  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  is  now 
t he  owner  of  two  tine  plantations,  comprising  1.600 
acres,  of  which  600  acres  are  under  cultivation, 
finely  improved.  He  was  born  in  Meigs  County, 
Tenn.,  September  25,  183-1,  to  Alexander  and 
Elizabeth  (Peoples)  Clark,  the  former  of  whom 
wras  born  in  Bledsoe  County.  Tenn..  about  1812. 
A great  uncle,  Gen.  George  Dodgers  Clark,  was 
under  Washington  during  the  Revolutionarv  War. 
and  the  father  of  Alexander  Clark.  John  Clark, 
commanded  a company  under  Gen.  Jackson,  in 
the  War  of  1812.  and  was  with  that  general  at  New 
Orleans,  also  participating  in  the  battle  of  Horse- 
shoe Bend  against  the  Creek  Indians.  Capt.  J.  P. 
Clark  was  reared  principally  in  Shelby  County, 
Mo.,  his  father  having  moved  there  in  1847.  and 
although  his  early  schooling  was  limited,  he  sue- 
ceeded  in  obtaining  a fair  education.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  he  left  Missouri  and  came  to 
Crittenden  County,  xlrk. . where  he  farmed  and 
taught  vocal  music  for  some  time,  then  went  to  In- 
dependence County,  returning  after  a short  time 
to  Crittenden  County,  and  in  1854  to  Chicot 
County,  where  he  made  his  home  in  the  woods, 
working  at  deadening  timber  for  about  five  years. 
During  this  time  he  made  his  home  by  himself, 
and  gathered  some  curious  pets  about  him,  among 
which  were  a pair  of  panthers  that  stayed  in  Iris 
shanty  and  were  as  tame  and  playful  as  kittens. 
Pet  coons  and  squirrels  were  as  a matter  of  course, 
and  an  alligator  was  added  to  his  collection  in 
later  years.  During  this  time  he  made  about 
•86,000,  with  which  he  bought  six  negro  men  and 
went  to  farming,  opening  up  a plantation,  and  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  had  refused  800.000 
for  his  place  and  what  he  had.  In  September, 
1861,  he  raised  a company'  of  men.  the  second  in. 
the  county,  which  became  a part  of  the  Thirteenth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  took  part  in  the  following 
battles:  Belmont,  Shiloh,  Richmond  ( Ky.  ),  Perry 


ville,  Murfreesboro,  where  he  was  wounded  and 
was  off  duty  for  a month  or  so,  afterward  rejoin- 
ing his  command  and  taking  part  in  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the 
Trans  Mississippi  Department, after  which  lie  raised 
a company  from  Chicot  and  Ashley  Counties,  and 
became  a part  of  (lie  Second  Arkansas  Mounted 
Infantry,  and  was  with  Eagan’s  division  on  Price’s 
raid  into  Missouri,  and  took  an  active  part  in  all 
the  engagements  of  that  campaign.  He  left  the 
main  command  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  came 
home  for  a short  time.  He  rejoined  his  command 
in  Union  County,  but  was  shortly  afterward  dis 
banded  at  Shreveport,  La.  Coming  home  after 
the  war  he  speculated  in  cotton,  made  considera- 
ble money,  and  again  went  to  farming  on  the  .Mis- 
sissippi River,  but  was  drowned  out,  after  which 
he  came  to  Gum  Ridge,  and  here  has  lived  ever 
since.  In  18S6  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Ashley 
County.  Ark.,  was  re-elected  two  years  later  and 
still  holds  the  office.  He  is  a Mason,  a Iv.  of  P. 
and  also  belongs  to  the  K.  A L.  of  H.  He  has 
been  married  twice,  first  in  1865  to  Mrs.  (Moore) 
Butler,  but  she  lived  only  fourteen  months  after 
her  marriage,  dying  in  September,  1866.  His 
second  marriage  took  place  in  July,  1868,  to  Mrs. 
Turner,  widow  of  Dr.  Turner.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  he  is 
treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Finance  of  the  Annual 
Conference 

Willjam  W.  Cochran,  planter,  Snyder,  Ark.  It 
is  doubtless  owing  entirely  to  the  industrious  and 
persevering  manner  with  which  Mr.  Cochran  has 
adhered  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  that  he  has 
risen  to  such  a substantial  position  in  farm  affairs 
in  this  county.  Born  in  Greene  County,  Miss., 
October  8,  1831,  he  is  the  sou  of  Barrel  and 
Courtney  (Cowart)  Cochran,  the  father  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  and  the  mother  of  North  Carolina, 
both  born  in  1788.  They  were  married  m 1810, 
and  twelve  children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union: 
Louisa,  Adaline  (deceased),  James  J.  (deceased), 
Margaret,-  Lafayette,  Amazire,  Francis,  John  J., 
B.  Y. , Henry  C.  and  Ivialer.  The  father  emi- 
grated from  South  Carolina  to  Greene  County, 
Miss.,  in  1811,  and  then  went  into  the  War  of 
1812  as  a private.  At  its  close  he  returned  to 
Mississippi,  and  there  remained  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1853.  He  fo  lowed  fanning  all 
his  life.  The  mother  died  in  1873.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist,  and  his  wife  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  William  W. 
Cochran  was  educated  in  Mississippi,  at  Salem 
High  School,  and  after  receiving  his  education  he 
began  clerking  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  continuing  at  this 
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from  1S49  to  1S59.  He  then  emigrated  to 
Arkansas,  settled  in  Ashley  County,  aud  here 
he  began  clerking  again,  but  only  followed  this 
one  year,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
arrnv  under  Col.  A . H.  Manning'.  Third  Arkansas 
Kegiment.  His  first  hard  battle  was  Autietam, 
and  at  Richmond,  Ya. , he  was  wounded  by  a ball 
passing  through  his  right  shoulder  in  1805.  He  was 
in  the  Richmond  Hospital  three  weeks,  after  which 
he  returned  home,  but  was  taken  sick  with  a fever 
and  remained  there  until  the  surrender.  After 
recovering  he  began  clerking  at  Hamburg,  con- 
tinued this  one  year,  and  then  was  elected  tax 
assessor,  which  position  he  tilled  for  two  years. 
On  October  2.  1808,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lula 
F.  Dean,  a native  of  Alabama,  who  bore  him  nine 
children:  Mary,  Jesse,  Martha.  Anna,  Lucy. 

Minnie,  Tommie  E.,  Lottie  aud  William  AY.  Mr. 
Cochran  is  the  owner  of  a tine  farm  of  280  acres, 
and  has  ninety  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Lodge  No.  209, 
Bearhouse,  Blue  Lodge,  and  he  is  also  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  an  active  member  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  wife  was 
also  a worthy  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  She  died  November  25,  1S88.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  a native  of  Ireland. 

Joshua  B.  Cone,  who  is  numbered  among  the 
leading  planters  and  mill  men  of  Ashley  County, 
Ark.,  was  born  in  Alabama.  January  24,  1852, 
but  was  educated  in  the  common  country  schools 
of  Ashley  County.  His  parents  were  James  B., 
native  of  Georgia,  and  Malinda  (Dean)  Cone, 
native  of  Alabama,  the  father  born  on  October  12, 
ISOS,  and  the  mother  in  January.  1818.  They 
were  married  in  1830,  and  to  them  were  born 
bine  children:  Washi ngton.  Lucinda  (deceased), 

James  (deceased),  Sarah  (married  S.  Medlock, 
and  resides  in  Texas),  Lafayette  (married  AIUs 
Mildred  Allen),  John  R.  (married  Miss  Julia 
Pistole,  who  died,  and  later  he  married  Miss 
Mattie  Foreman),  Nannie  (married  George  New- 
ton, who  died  in  three  weeks,  and  afterward 
Alex  McRae),  and  William  C.  (who  married  Theo- 
docia  Bullock).  The  father  i-  a farmer  by  pursuit, 
and  carries  this  on  at  the  present  time.  He  resides 
with  his  son  John.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  Bearhouse  Lodge  No.  209,  and  is  a 
Master  Mason,  and  a man  respected  and  esteemed 
for  his  many  good  (pialities.  He  emigrated  from 
Alabama  to  Arkansas  in  the  fall  of  1852,  and  settled 
in  Ashley  County,  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  his  wife, 
w ho  died  in  July,  1880,  w:as  also  a member  of  that 
church.  Joshua  B.  Cone  remained  at  home  and 


i assisted  on  the  farm  until  December  18.  1S72, 

! when  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma 
Ragan,  a native  of  Arkansas,  born  November, 

| 1853,  aud  the  daughter  of  Erasmus  and  Elizabeth 
! E.  Ragan.  Five  interesting  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cone:  Alexander  R.,  Andrew  E., 
Joshua  E.  (deceased),  Howard  M. . and  Liz/.ie. 
Mr.  Cone  has  always  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
; and  started  out  for  himself  with  two  cow  s and  a 
! mule.  He  is  at  present  the  owner  of  020  acres  of 
good  land,  has  sixty  five  acres  under  cultivation, 
i and  has  his  farm  well  stocked.  His  gin  has  all  the 
; late  improvements.  The  Cone  family  is  of  English 
and  Scotch  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cone  are  church 
members,  lie  of  the  Methodist  and  she  of  the  Bap- 
tist denomination.  They  are  good  citizens  and  are 
| highly  respected. 

A.  D.  Cone  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Berea. 
Ark.  Though  not  yet  forty  years  of  age  Mr.  Cone 
has  achieved  a place  among  the  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  this  township  by  no  means  an  inferior 
one,  and  one  which  many  older  in  years  aud  ex 
perience  might  well  feel  proud  to  occupy.  He 
came  originally  from  Conecuh  County,  Ala..,  bis 
birth  occurring  in  that  State  on  December  3.  1851. 
j and  is  a son  of  Joshua  aud  Lucinda  (Deam  Cone, 

; both  natives  of  that  State.  In  the  winter  of  1853 
they  came  to  Ashley  County,  Ark. , reared  a family 
of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living,'  and 
all  in  this  county,  and  here  his  wrife  died  in  1855. 

! His  second  marriage  took  place  in  1850  or  1857  to 
Yliss  Elizabeth  Chandler,  and  they  reared  four 
| children,  two  now  residing  in  Ashley  Countv.  one 
j dead  and  one  recently  gone  to  the  Lone  Star  State. 
Upon  coming  to  Arkansas  Air.  Cone  settled  in  the 
lower  part  of  Bearhouse  Township  and  there  en 
! tered  land.  There  his  death  occurred  in  1877. 

I He  had  long  been  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
A.  D.  Cone  was  instructed  in  the  duties  of  the 
farm  when  a lad.  and  secured  a fair  education  in 
the  common  school.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  began  farming  on  the  home  place,  and 
i when  twenty- four  years  of  age  was  married  to  MBs 
Susan  Etheridge,  daughter  of  George  AY.  and  Re- 
becca Etheridge.  Air.  and  Airs.  Cone  have  two 
: children:  Uriah  Joshua  and  Searcy  Allen.  After 
marriage  Mr.  Cone  farmed  for  two  years,  with  his 
brother  in  law,  and  then  bought  him  out.  livin’- 

i . ~ O 

i there  eight  years  altogether.  He  then  sold  out  in 
1 883,  bought  240  acres  where  he  now  lives,  and 
bis  principal  crops  are  cotton  and  corn.  He  also 
raises  a good  grade  of  stock,  principally  cattle  and 
horses.  In  October.  1889.  he  formed  it  partnership 
with  L.  Ck  Adams,  in  merchandising,  and  they  do 
business  at  Berea.  They  carry  a stock  of  goods 
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valued  at  about  $2,500,  and  do  an  annual  business 
of  from  $8,000  to  $10,000.  He  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  lie  ad 
heres  closely  to  the  Democratic  party. 

' G.  NY.  Cone,  planter,  Snyder,  Ark.  Mr.  Cone, 
one  of  the  leading  planters  of  the  county,  is  the 
owner  of  500  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  has  100 
acres  under  cultivation.  He  was  born  in  Conecuh 
County,  Ala.,  October  27,  1820,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of,  that  State.  February 
1(1,  1848,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Matilda  Sermon, 
a native  of  Alabama,  also,  and  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  Sermon.  This  union  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children:  Mary  E. 
(deceased)  Nancy  J.  (deceased),  William  T. , Julia 
(deceased),  John  J.  (who  married  Miss  Ida  J. 
Hamm,  of  Mississippi),  George  Ann  (married  W. 
T.  Baker),  and  Cora  E.  (deceased).  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  September  6.  1864  and  Mr. 
Cone  took  for  his  second  wife  Airs.  Elizabeth  (Ra 
gan),  Bullock,  their  marriage  occurring  January 
9,  18(35.  Airs.  Cone  was  a native  of  Alississippi. 
To  this  marriage  were  born  three  children:  Jesse 
H.  (who  married  Aliss  Annie  Edwards),  Cumi  F. 
(who  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  M.  Hollimon),  and 
the  youngest  died  in  infancy.  Airs.  Cone  lied 
February  16,  1877,  and  Mr.  Cone  was  married 
January  10,  1878,  to  Airs.  Laura  E.  (Foreman) 
Edwards,  who  bore  him  two  daughters:  Alaggie  B. 
and  Lizzie  Alay.  Air.  Cone  is  a member  of  the 
Alasonic  fraternity,  Bearhouse  Lodge  No.  209, 
Blue  Lodge,  has  held  the  offices  of  junior  and  sen- 
ior' warden  and  treasurer.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  K.  of  H.,  and  has  held  membership  in  the 
same  for  eight  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  is  a deacon  in  the  same.  His 
present  wife  is  a member  of  that  church,  and  his 
first  wife  was  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Church. 
Air.  Cone’s  parents,  Jesse  and  Sarah  (Bailey)  Cone, 
were  born  in  North  Carolina,  in  1774,  and  South 
Carolina,  in  1783,  respectively.  The  parents  were 
married  in  Georgia,  and  their  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  nine  children:  William  N.  (deceased), 
James  B.,  Lewis,  Nancy,  Joshua,  Jesse,  Irene  (de- 
ceased), and  Fatima  (deceased).  The  father  of 
these  children  was  reared  in  Georgia,  and  in  ISIS 
emigrated  to  Alabama,  locating  in  Conecuh  County, 
where  he  cultivated  the  soil.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1852,  lie  was  the  owner 
of  320  acres  of  land,  which  was  divided  among  his 
heirs.  He  did  not  enlist  in  the  War  of  1842  but 
hired  a substitute.  The  mother  died  in  1867. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The 
grandfather,  Acey  Cone,  was  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  was  a private  in  the  Revolutionary 


r 


War.  The  maternal  grandfather,  William  Bailey, 

: was  a native  of  England,  was  forced  into  the  army 
during  the  Revolution,  but  deserted  and  joined  the 
American  army.  After  the  war  he  was  afraid  to 
return  to  England,  and  made  his  home  in  Georgia. 

R.  L.  Cone,  planter,  Snyder,  Ark.  Among  the 
agriculturists  of  Bearhouse  Township  who  are  in 
the  front  ranks  as  progressive  and  industrious 
farmers,  we  can  not  fail  to  mention  Air.  Cone,  who 
was  born  in  Conecuh  County,  Ala.,  December  21, 
1846.  In  the  management  of  everything  connected 
with  his  farm  he  displayed  excellent  judgment 
and  thoroughness,  qualities  which  can  not  fail  of 
success.  His  father,  James  B. , was  a native  of 
Georgia,  and  his  mother,  AJalinda  Dean,  a native 
of  Alabama,  the  father  born  in  1808,  and  the 
mother  in  1818.  [For  further  particulars  see 
sketch  of  Joshua  B.  Cone.)  B.  E.  Cone  received 
I a good,  practical  education  in  the  private  schools 
of  Ashley  County,  and  when  he  started  out  to  tight 
life’s  battles  for  himself  he  had  very  little  of  this 
world's  goods.  He  was  married  December  11, 
1872,  to  Aliss  Alilred  Allen,  a native  of  North  Car- 
olina, born  June  18.  1851,  and  the  daughter  of 
Hogan  and  Eleanor  Allen.  To  our  subject's  union 
were  born  eight  children:  Florence,  Benton  A., 

j Peggie  (deceased),  Hogan,  Nannie,  an  infant  de- 
| ceased,  James  and  Belver.  The  children  are  all 
| at  home.  Air.  Cone  is  the  owner  of  610  acres  of 
good  land,  and  lias  150  acres  under  cultivation, 
j He  is  a m,an  who  takes  an  active  part  in  building 
i up  churches  and  schools,  and  is  one  of  the  fore- 
' most  citizens  in  advancing  all  worthy  movements. 
During  the  late  war,  although  a member  of  a regi 
ment,  he  was  in  no  general  engagement.  He  and 
wife  are  church  members,  he  of  the  Alethodist.  and 
she  of  the  Baptist  persuasion.  The  family  is  of 
English  and  Scotch  origin.  Although  he  started 
out  for  himself  with  limited  means.  Air.  Cone 
lias  accumulated  considerable  property,  and  is  to- 
day, one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  township, 
all  the  result  of  hard  work  and  good  management. 

Henry  H.  Crook  came  originally  from  South 
Carolina,  in  which  State  he  was  born,  in  1825,  to 
Wiley  D.  Crook,  who  was  born  in  Chester  District, 
S.  C.,  in  1804.  He  married  an  old  schoolmate, 
Aliss  Ruth  B.  Hyatt,  in  1825,  and  the  same  year 
moved  to  West  Tennessee,  they  being  among  the 
first  to  locate  in  that  region.  A4r.  Crook  became 
a professor  of  religion  in  his  youth,  and  his  life  was 
afterward  noted  for  earnest  devotion  to  Christian 
duties.  Upon  his  death,  which  occurred  July  17, 
1854.  he  left  a widow  and  a large  family  of  children 
to  mourn  their  loss.  Henry  H.  Crook  came  West 
with  his  father  in  1846.  and  the  same  year  entered 
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some  land  in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  and  now  lias  a vain 
able  farm  of  280  acres  in  Ashley  County,  of  which 
forty -five  are  under  cultivation.  His  father  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in  1852,  and  while 
a member  of  that  body,  introduced  the  Exception 
Bill,  which  exempted  100  acres  from  execution  and 
which  has  never  been  repealed.  The  early  educa- 
tional advantages  of  Henry  H.  Crook  were  rather 
better  than  common,  and  although  he  started  out 
in  life  as  a fanner,  he  embarked  in  the  dry  goods 
business  in  185(3,  in  Monticello,  but  closed  out  at 
the  opening  of  the  war.  He  became  a minister  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1856,  and  was 
ordained  a deacon  in  1860.  bv  Bishop  George  F. 
Pierce,  during  conference  at  Pine  Bluff,  and  an 
elder  at  a district  meeting  at  Hamburg,  in  1872,  by 
Bishop  J.  C.  Keener.  He  has  discharged  the  duties 
of  a minister  up  to  the  present  date,  and  during 
this  long  period  has  been  the  means  of  saving  many 
souls.  He  was  married  in  1845.  to  Miss  Malinda 
Morgan,  of  Mississippi,  by  whom  he  has  twelve 
living  children:  Sarah  E.,  Ruth  J.,  Susan  E.  and 
Julia  A.  are  married,  and  living  in  Drew  County, 
Ark.;  Mary  L. , Chloe  I..  Lucy  and  Mattie  are 
married,  and  living  in  Western  Texas;  Benjamin 
W.  is  married,  and  living  at  Fountain  Hill,  Ashley 
County,  Ark. ; William  A.  is  married,  and  living 
at  Montongo.  Drew  County,  Ark.  ; Erastus  is  mar- 
ried, and  living  in  Ashley  County,  Ark.;  Jeremiah 
is  living  in  Bolivar  County,  Miss.,  and  is  married. 
Mr.  Crook  was  married,  a second  time,  in  1875,  his 
wife  being  a Mrs.  Harris,  by  whom  he  has  one 
child,  Ethel  Tilden.  His  first  wife  died  in  Novem- 
ber, 1874.  Mr.  Crook  has  been  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  was  coroner  of  Drew  County  before  the  war. 
He  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  is  an  enterprising 
and  influential  man  in  this  section  of  the  country, 
and  is  a warm  friend  of  schools,  churches,  and,  in 
fact,  all  worthy  enterprises. 

Frank  K.  Daniel  is  a well-known  resident  of 
this  section,  and  was  born  in  Arkansas,  August  28, 
1858,  being  a son  of  William  and  Frances  C. 
(Thompson)  Daniel,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
Kentuckian,  bom  in  1795,  a pioneer  of  Alabama 
and  Arkansas,  and  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South,  hi>  death  occurring 
October  21,  1871,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 

whither  he  came  in  1814,  entering  and  purchasing 
about  1,600  acres  of  land  which  still  constitute 
the  home  place.  Here  his  widow  still  resides,  and 
here  his  family  was  • reared,  the  names  of  his 
deceased  children  being  as  follows;  James  R. 
(who  died  June  26,  1844.  at  the  age  of  six  years). 
William  Waller  (who  was  born  September  25,  1839, 
and  was  missing  in  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg  dur- 


ing the  Rebellion;  he  was  a member  of  Company  A, 
Third  Arkansas  Regiment,  Confederate  States 
Army),  John'N.  (who  was  born  November  2(3, 
1841.  and  died  October  11.  1848),  Martha  C.  (born 
May  24.  1844,  and  died  August  29,  1844),  Jesse 
Thomas  (born  January  81.  1846,  and  was  killed  in 
one  of  (lie  engagements  near  Richmond,  October 
17,  1864;  he  volunteered  in  1861.  and  went  with 
his  brother;  he  is  buried  in  the  city  of  Richmond  in 
a private  lot).  Eliza  E.  (who  was  bora  January  15, 
1849,  and  died  February  21.  1862).  Frank  lv.  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Ashley  County, 
also  in  a private  school,  and  as  he  was  reared  to  a 
farm  life  by  his  father,  he  has  made  this  his  chid' 
calling  through  life,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  an 
exceptionally  fertile  farm  of  240  acres,  5*>  of 
which  are  under  the  plow,  yielding  an  average 
amount  of  cotton  and  corn.  He  is  one  of  the  pub 
lie-spirited  citizens  of  the  county,  and  is  noted  for 
his  free-hearted  ness  and  generosity.  He  was 
elected  to  the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace  in 
September,  1888,  the  duties  of  which  he  dis- 
charged in  a very  able  manner,  and  for  a number 
of  years  be  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  Mr.  Daniel’s  maternal 
grandmother  was  Mary  Elizabeth  (Sewell)  Thomp- 
son, wife  of  John  N.  Thompson,  the  mother  of  the 
former  being  Mary  Carvel,  a native  of  Ireland. 
Her  husband.  Thomas  Sewell,  was  an  Englishman, 
and  emigrated  to  the  colony  of  North  Carolina 
some  time  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War;  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  on  the  side  of 
the  colonists,  and  after  the  war  was  over  he  re- 
mained iu  America,  where  he  made  his  home  for 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  had  three  sons  named 
William  Waller,  after  a cousin  of  his  in  England. 
They  all  died  in  infancy. 

Jesse  D.  Dean  is  a merchant  of  Hamburg, 

J Ark.,  and  belongs  to  the  firm  of  Dean  & Cone. 

} His  birth  occurred  in  Alabama.  December  27, 
1847,  to  Jerry  and  Nancy  (Cone)  Dean,  native 
Georgians,  who  removed  to  Alabama  about  1825, 
where  they  reared  a family  of  nine  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living,  all  residents  of  Ashley  County. 
Ark.  In  1853  Mr.  Dean  came  to  Ashley  County. 
Ark.,  and  settled  ten  miles  northeast  of  Hamburg, 
and  made  bis  home  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place 
until  his  demise,  which  occurred  in  1378,  his  widow 
! still  surviving  him,  both  members  of  the  Baptist 
| Church.  The  subject  of  this  biography  grew  to 
| manhood  on  his  father's  farm,  his  early  advantages 
being  limited,  and  before  he  had  reached  his  sev- 
enteenth year  he  entered  the  army,  enlisting  in 
Tebb’s  company,  Slemmon's  regiment.  Second  Ar- 
kansas Cavalry,  Companv  F,  serving  during  the 
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latter  part  of  1864  and  the  early  part  of  1865. 
He  was  not  in  active  service,  and,  after  the  fall  of 
the  Confederacy  he  returned  home  and  went  to 
farming,  remaining  on  the  old  homestead  until 
1866,  when  he  commenced  business  in  the  store 
building  he  now  occupies,  as  a clerk  for  S.  L. 
Moore  & Co.,  remaining  with  that  firm  for  ten 
years.  During  this  time,  for  two  or  three  years, 
lie  was  interested  in  the  drug  business,  after  which 
he  worked  for  Kirkpatrick  for  one  year,  and  about 
1877  the  firm  of  Dean  & Kittrell  was  organized. 
This  firm  existed  until  1883,  when  the  present 
firm  of  Dean  & Cone  was  formed,  they  opening 
with  a stock  of  goods  valued  at  about  §7,000,  but 
are  now  carrying  a stock  valued  at  820,000  and  do 
an  annual  business,  of  from  §00,000  to  §100.000. 
They  are  upright,  honorable  business  men  and 
fully  deserve  their  present  prosperity.  Mr.  Dean 
was  married,  April  25,  1872,  to  Maggie  IV.  Ivit 
trell,  by  whom  he  has  four  children:  William 

Evans,  Nannie  F. , Maggie  E.  and  Jessie  I.  Mr. 
Dean  is  a Democrat,  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A. 
M.,  the  K.  of  H.  and  the  K.  of  P. , and  he  and 
wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Church. 

Rufus  L.  Denson  has  been  a resident  of  this 
county  all  His  life,  for  he  was  born  here  in  1,846, 
and  here  also  received  his  education,  although  a 
somewhat  limited  one.  His  father,  Albert  Den- 
son, was  born  in  Alabama,  and  his  wife,  Emily 
Ely,  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  the  former  being 
of  Welsh  and  the  latter  of  English  descent.  Al- 
bert Denson  died  in  1847,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
having  come  thither  with  his  father,  Isaac  Denson, 
in  1830,  the  latter’s  father  being  Nathaniel  Den- 
son. The  maternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  Josiah  Ely,  a native  of  North 
Carolina.  Rufus  L.  Denson  was  reared  in  Arkan- 
sas, his  schooling  being  limited,  and  owing  to  the 
early  death  of  his  father,  he  had  no  means  with 
which  to  commence  life,  but  with  the  hopefulness 
of  youth  started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  early 
age  of  fourteen  years.  In  the  spring  of  1S64  he 
joined  Company  H,  Second  Arkansas  Mounted  In 
fantry,  and  the  first  engagement  in  which  he  took 
part  was  at  Jefferson  City.  Mo.,  being  with  Price 
on  his  celebrated  raid.  He  was  next  at  Roonville. 
and  from  there  went  to  Independence,  afterward 
to  Fort  Scott  and  from  there  came  South,  being 
in  almost  daily  encounters  with  the  Federal*. 
After  they  had  reached  Louisiana,  Mr.  Denson  was 
taken  sick,  but  before  he  had  recovered  the  war 
had  closed  and  his  command  had  disbanded  at 
Marshall,  Tex.  He  returned  to  Ashley  County 
in  the  spring  of  1865,  and  has  since  devoted  his 
attention  to  .farming,  being  now  the  owner  of  160 


acres  of  lull  land,  with  forty  under  cultivation. 

| which  is  devoted  to  cotton  and  corn,  the  y ield  of 
j each  being  quite  satisfactory.  In  the  spring  of 
1872  he  was  married  to  Miss  Denson,  by  whom  he 
has  six  children:  Elbert  Claud,  Ely  Elmer,  Ruth 
J.,  Henry'  S.,  Cassandra  L.  and  Grin.  Mr.  Den 
son  is  a worthy  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  his  wife  belonging  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  both  are  highly  esteemed  resi- 
dents of  this  section. 

R.  C.  Dew  is  one  of  (he  sturdy,  honest  and 
independent  farmers  of  Ashley  County,  Ark. . and 
is  now  actively  engaged  in  tilling  his  farm,  which 
comprises  113  acres  of  land,  the  fifty  acres  which 
are  under  cultivation  being  devoted  to  the  raising 
I of  cotton,  corn,  oats,  etc.,  the  yield  of  the  former 
| being  one-lialf  bale  to  the  acre  and  corn  twenty7 
: bushels  He  was  born  in  Lee  County7,  Miss..  Eeb- 
; ruary  5,  1853,  and  when  about  seven  years  of  age 
j was  brought  to  Arkansas  by  his  father,  and  has 
i here  lived  continuously7  ever  since.  He  received  a 
! common-school  education,  and  upon  attaining  his 
j majority  he  began  farming  for  himself,  and  after 
renting  land  for  two  years,  he  bought  1 10  acres  of 
land,  thirty-five  of  which  were  improved.  After 
| making  this  place  his  home  for  four  years  he  sold 
J out  and  bought  his  present  property,  which  lias 
i become  under  his  able  management,  one  of  the 
valuable  farms  of  the  county.  Miss  Maggie  J. 
Nutt,  a daughter  of  William  Nutt,  of  Ashley 
County,  Aik.,  became  his  wife,  November  27.  1873. 
and  in  time  a family  of  six  children  gathered  about 
| their  hearthstone:  Ida,  Bailie,  Lindsey,  Ambrose, 
Jessie  and  Carroll.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dew  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  his  political 
views  he  is  a stanch  Democrat.  He  is  one  of  seven 
I children  born  to  the  marriage  of  John  C.  and  Mary7 
(Varnan)  Dew.  His  parents  were  married  in  Missis- 
; sippi,  about  1842,  in  which  State  they7  made  their 
| home  for  some  seventeen  years  prior  to  their  re- 
moval to  Arkansas.  The  father  died  in  Ashley 
County,  in  1871.  an  earnest  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  but  his  widow  still  survives  him. 

\Y.  J.  Dew  is  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  360 
i acres  of  creek  bottom  land,  and  on  this  he  raises 
j on  an  average  1,000  pounds  of  cotton  and  fifteen 
bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre,  besides  all  varieties  of 
fruit,  with  the  exception  of  pears,  blackberries. 

I strawberries,  etc.,  growing  wild.  His  birth  oc 
enrred  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  1854.  to  John 
Dew.  ‘ a native  of  South  Carolina,  who  died  in 
1871,  the  grandfather,  Reuben  Dew,  being  of 
English  descent.  In  1861  W.  J.  Dew  came  to  Ar- 
kansas, and  here  he  attained  manhood,  but  received 
a rather  limited  early  education.  In  1878  he  he- 
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gan  an  independent  career,  farming  on  the  land  he 
now  owns,  which  was  given  to  his  wife  by  her 
mother,  their  union  having  taken  place  the  year 
before.  Her  maiden  name  was  Miss  Williams,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Williams,  a pioneer  mag- 
istrate of  Ashley  County,  who  died  about  1.801  or 
1802.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dew  a family  of  five  chil 
dren  have  been  born:  Howard  E.,  Ernest,  Harry,  ' 
Jewell  and  Mary,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mr. 
Dew  has  always  been  a Democrat,  and  on  this  J 
ticket  was  elected  to  the  position  of  constable  of 
his  township,  in  3 STS,  and  tilled  the  position  very 
successfully  for  two  years.  He  has  always  been 
much  interested'  in  fanning,  and  is  a member  of  j 
the  Agricultural  Wheel,  he  and  Mrs.  Dew  being 
worthy  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

John  C.  Downey  is  a member  of  one  of  the  first 
families  of  Ashley  County,  Ark.,  his  father,  John 
C.  Downey,  settling  here  in  1850.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Ala. , De- 
cember 16,  1846.  but  when  four  years  of  age  was 
brought  to  this  State,  and  with  his  parents  settled  j 
on  a farm  in  Long  View  Township,  near  the  Saline  j 
River.  On  this  place  the  father’s  death  occurred 
in  1860,  the  result  of  a gunshot  wound  received 
accidentally.  On  this  farm  John  C..  Jr.,  resided 
until  the  spring  of  1863,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany D,  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  was  after- 
ward a participant,  in  the  lights  at  Mark's  Mill, 
Jenkins’  Ferry,  and  was  also  in  the  engagements  5 
in  which  Price  participated  on  his  Missouri  raid. 
He  then  came  home,  where  he  remained  until  the 
fall  of  1865,  when  he  went  to  Pine  Bluff,  where  he  1 
acted  as  salesman  for  F.  G.  Swart  for  one  year, 
then  spent  some  time  with  Fish,  Butler  & Co.,  after  ’ 
which  he  returned  to  Ashley  County  and  began 
farming.  He  continued  here  until  1873,  then  1 
went  to  Franklin  County,  where  he  read  law  and 
practiced  for  some  years.  In  1883  he  once  more 
returned  to  this  county,  and  here  now  owns  4,200 
acres  of  land,  a considerable  portion  of  which  is 
under  cultivation.  He  has  been  prominently  iden- 
titied  with  the  affairs  of  Ashley  County  ever  since 
he  attained  manhood,  and  has  proven  a valuable 
citizen  to  the  locality.  Hi1  was  married  in  1870  to 
Miss  D.  A.  Calloway,  by  whom  he  has  nine  chil- 
dren— three  sons  and  sis  daughters.  In  1888  he 
was  elected  to  the  position  of  county  and  probate 
judge,  and  is  now  ably  discharging  the  duties  of 
this  office.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A 
A.  M.  for  some  time,  and  he  and  Airs.  Downey 
also  are  members  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

AYilliam  T.  Evans  (deceased)  was  a man  who 
commanded  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 


knew  him,  for  not  only  was  he  honorable  and  up- 
right in  every  particular,  but  he  was  liberal,  kindly 
indisposition  and  of  undoubted  intelligence.  He 
was  born  in  Maryland  Alarch  8,  1839,  and  under 
the'  directions  of  his  father,  Eli  Evans,  he  was 
made  familiar  with  farming  from  his  earliest  boy- 
hood. The  latter  (William)  received  no  early  ed- 
ucation, but  after  his  marriage  acquired  a good 
education,  his  wife  being  his  teacher,  and  under 
her  able  instruction  he  soon  acquired  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  the  common  English  branches.  He 
passed  from  life  in  1878  an  honored,  esteemed  and 
regretted  citizen.  The  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch  spent  his  early  life  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
tilling  his  fathers’  land,  during  the  war.  but  in 
1864  took  up  the  trade  of  a blacksmith,  at  which 
he  soon  became  an  expert,  afterward  becoming  an 
engineer.  In  1862  he  joined  the  Confederate  army, 
being  first  with  Gen.  Price  and  afterward  with 
Gen.  Alarm aduke,  and  in  1S65  surrendered  with 
Gen.  Lee  at  Appomattox  Court  House.  In  July. 
1865,  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and  was  married  here 
on  December  26,  1865.  to  Aliss  Alary  Ann  Lowry, 
a dan  filter  of  Samuel  Lowry,  and  a native  of 
South  Carolina,  and  a pioneer  planter  of  Arkan- 
sas. He  served  in  the  Civil  War.  and  is  still  re 
siding  in  Ashley  County.  To  the  marriage  of 
Air.  and  Airs.  Evans  a family  of  five  children 
has  been  born:  AA’illie  (who  married  ATiss  Ella 
Ahrens,  of  Alonticello).  Thomas  Jackson,  Edward 
Lee,  Alay  Evans,  and  Charley  and  Jennie  and  Gus- 
sie  deceased.  Air.  Evans  purchased  200  acres  of 
land  in  AI ill  Creek  Township,  but  in  January 
moved  to  the  farm  on  which  his  wife  and  children 
now  reside,  which  consists  of  280  acres,  with 
seventy-five  under  cultivation.  Air.  Evans’  ability 
was  recognized  in  1874.  and  by  his  many  friends 
he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  county  treasurer, 
a position  he  held  for  about  one  year,  when  lie  was 
accidentally  killed  by  the  falling  of  a lumber  kiln, 
the  immediate  cause  of  his  death  being  the  burst- 
ing of  a blood-vessel.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Alasonic  fraternity,  and  was  a devout  member  of 
the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  His 
widow  and  children  still  reside  on  the  farm  which 
he  purchased,  the  former  successfully  managing 
the  same.  She  remained  a widow  for  three  years, 
and  was  then  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  to 
J.  W.  Hendricks,  of  Ashley  County,  a worthy 
member  of  the  Free-AYill  Baptist  Church.  To  this 
second  union  three  children  have  been  born:  Gallic. 
Florence  and  Emma.  AEr.  Hendricks  js  an  enter 
prising  and  well  to-do  citizen,  is  a liberal  giver  to 
public  enterprises,  and  owing  to  his  many  admira- 
ble qualities  has  many  friends.  Although  he  and 


. 

■ 


. 


000 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


his  wife  agree  excellently,  they  each  live  on  their 
own  farms,  as  both  have  large  families. 

James  R.  Franklin,  planter  and  mechanic. 
Hamburg.  Ark.  Mr.  Franklin  is  a gentleman  who 
attends  closely  to  bis  own  affairs,  and  fc  • this 
reason,  if  no  other,  merits  the  esteem  of  all.  He 
is  at  present  residing  on  his  tine  farm  of  820  acres, 
seventy -five  acres  under  cultivation,  situated  five 
miles  southwest  of  Hamburg,  and  is  considered 
one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  county.  He 
was  born  in  South  Carolina  on  November  22.  1828, 
and  is  the  son  of  G.  M.  Franklin,  a pioneer  farm- 
er of  South  Carolina  (his  native  State),  and  a pri- 
vate in  the  Revolutionary  M ar.  About  1832  the 
father  moved  to  Alabama,  where  our  subject  re- 
ceived the  principal  part  of  his  education.  The  j 
latter  remained  in  Alabama  until  1842,  and  then 
went  to  Illinois,  where  he  was  superintendent  of  a 
workshop  for  some  time.  He  then  went  to  Mem- 
phis. followed  the  trade  of  wagon-maker  for  some 
time,  and  then  went  to  Lake  Point,  where  he  con- 
tinued the  same  business  fora  period  of  live  years. 
In  1850  Mr.  Franklin  settled  in  Arkansas,  entered 
ICO  acres  of  land,  and  afterward  entered  land  to 
the  amount  of  320  acres.  He  was  married  on 
August  9.  1850,  to  Miss  Louisa  Werland,  daughter 
of  John  AVerland.  of  Mississippi.  Mrs.  Franklin 
bore  her  husband  nine  children,  all  living:  Martha  j 
E.  (born  September  21.  1851.  now  the  wife  of ' C.  j 
P.  Mann,  a planter),  Gillis  M.  (born  January  18,  j 

1855,  and  who  married  Miss  Lula  Goodwin  of  j 
Hamburg,  Ark.),  Charles  A.  (born  September  19.  ; 

1 856,  and  married  Miss  Lillie  Honeycott,  of  Ashley 
County.  Ark.),  John  H.  (born  November  15,  1859, 
married  Miss  Grace  Miller),  Sallie  J.  (born  March 
17,  1862.  and  the  wife  of  William  P.  Hooker). 
James  E.  (born  October  1.  1864,  married  Miss 
Ella  Maxwell).  William  C.fborn  June  2.  1867,  aud 
married  Miss  Kit  tie  Carter,  of  Ashley  County), 
Susan  Ann  (born  July  25.  1870,  now  the  wife  of 
J.  C.  Wright),  and  Robert  L.  (born  January  26, 
1876).  Mr.  Franklin  acted  as  marshal  of  Ham- 
burg one  year,  and  was  frequently  elected  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  A.  F. 

& A.  M.,  having  tilled  all  the  offices  in  the  lodge. 
In  i >olities  he  is  Democratic,  but  liberal  and  iru- 

I artial  in  his  views.  He  owns  and  runs  a steam  1 
saw  mill,  grist-mill  and  cotton-gin.  Mr.  Franklin 
is  one  of  the  honest,  upright  citizens  of  the  coun- 
ty, never  gave  a mortgage,  nor  had  a law  suit  in 
his  life. 

John  B.  Franklin  has  been  located  in  Asldev 
County,  Ark.,  since  1859.  and  during  the  long 
term  of  years  in  which  he  has  resided  here  he  has 
won  the  reputation  of  being  not  only  a substantial  ; 


and  progressive  farmer,  but  an  intelligent  and  well- 
posted  man  in  all  public  affairs.  He  was  born  in 
! Mississippi  in  1849,  to  John  A.  Franklin,  a deacon 
‘ in  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  who  died  in 
I 1858.  John  B.  Franklin  was  brought  up  to  a 
j farm  life,  but  after  be  came  to  the  State  of  Arkan- 
j sas  he  received  little  or  no  schooling.  At  the  age 
; of  twenty  three  he  settled  on  Bearhou.se  Creek, 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  there,  with  his 
newly  wedded  wife,  he  began  to  till  the  soil,  but  at 
j the  end  of  live  years,  or  in  1878.  he  moved  to  his 
i present  abode.  Owing  to  his  desire  to  keep  out  of 
j the  beaten  path,  and  to  his  adoption  of  new  and 
{ improved  methods,  together  with  industry  and  good 
judgment,  he  is  now  the  owner  of  4-2(1  acres  of 
valuable  land,  which  yields  an  average  crop,  vege- 
tables, fruits,  etc.,  being  also  raised  in  abundance. 
His  marriage,  which  occurred  on  February  12. 

! 1873.  was  to  Miss  Malinda,  a daughter  of  Joshua 
Cone,  but  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  her  death 
on  August  14,  1883.  After  remaining  a widower 
until  April  6.  1884,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lukie 
Pierce,  whose  father  was  Henry  Pierce,  of  Drew 
County.  His  third  marriage  took  place  on  Sep- 
tember 11,  1886.  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife  being 
Henrietta  Straughn,  whose  father.  J.  AY.  Straughn. 
died  in  Mississippi  on  June  3,  1862.  To  Air. 
Franklin’s  iirst  union  the  following  family  was 
born:  Alvin  L (who  was  born  December  15. 

1873.  and  died  November  8.  1878),  Oliver  D.  (who 
was  born  September  24,  1875,  and  died  August  19. 
1881),  David  E.  (born  February  25,  1877.  and 
died  September  24,  1879),  Ida  M.  (born  July  28. 
1878).  George  A.  (born  March  10.  1880),  and*  Eva 
M.  (born  July  11,  1882).  No  children  were  born 
to  his  second  union,  but  bis  present  wife  lias  borne 
him  two  children:  Mary  E.  (who  was  born  on 

July  5,  1888).  and  Seleta  Parilea  (who  was  born 
February  5.  1890).  Air.  Franklin  is  a Democrat, 
a member  of  the  K.  of  H.,  and  since  eighteen 
years  of  age  has  been  a member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist.  Church,  and  a deacon  in  the  same  since 
twenty-five  years  of  age. 

George  AY.  Franklin  was  born  in  Mississippi 
in  1846,  being  a son  of  J.  A.  Franklin,  mention 
of  whom  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  John  B.  Frank- 
lin. In  185.9  George  \\  . came  to  Arkansas  with 
his  mother  in  search  of  a more  healthful  location, 
and  being  pleased  with  this  section  of  the  country 
they  made  a settlement  on  a farm  south  of  where 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  resides.  Here  his 
opportunities  for  acquiring  an  education  were  few 
and  far  between,  but  he  afterward  received  a good 
business  education,  and  by  contact  with  the  world 
he  has  become  a well  posted  and  intelligent  citizen. 
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After  the  first  year  of  the  war  he  was  left  at  home 
with  his  brother.  John  D..  to  care  for  four  younger 
brothers  and  one  sister,  and  he  set  himself  duti- 
fully to  this  task,  giving  them  advantages  for  ac- 
quiring an  education.  lu  October.  1SG3,  he  left 
home  to  join  a cavalry  company,  and  was  on  de 
tached  duty  most  of  the  time  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  as  a guard  in  the  commi-sary  department. 
His  company  was  disbanded  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  in 
the  spring  of  1805.  and  he  immediately  came  home 
and  once  more  began  tilling  the  soil.  Through 
his  own  exertions  he  has  become  the  owner  of  400 
acres  of  land,  150  acres  of  which  are  under  culti- 
vation, and  although  he  has  resided  here  since  1877, 
he  has  only  been  the  owner  of  the  place  since  1880. 
bnt  has  it  nicely  improved  with  buildings,  etc.  His 
land  yields  average  crops,  and  prolific  crops  of 
berries  and  fruits  are  raised.  He  was  married  on 
December  10,  1876,  to  Miss  S.  F.  Cain,  of  Ash- 
ley County,  a daughter  of  Anderson  Cain,  who 
died  in  1867.  after  having  served  as  county  clerk 
in  Alabama  for  sixteen  years.  He  wTas  the  father 
of  three  children.  Yd.  A.  Cain  (a  son)  now  lives 
in  Portland,  Ashland  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Franklin  have  five  children:  Allie  May,  Eula,  Er 
nest,  Floyd  and  Arthur.  Mr.  Franklin  belongs  to 
the  Iv.  of  FI.,  and  politically  is  a Democrat. 

Joseph  F.  Gee.  farmer  and  stockman,  is  an 
honorable  and  wholesouled  gentleman,  and  has 
been  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  Arkansas 
since  1855.  He  was  born  in  Lowndes  Cor  ty . Ark., 
December  16,  1836,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Rebecca  (Williamson)  Gee,  both  of  whom  were 
born  near  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  were  also  married 
there.  They  removed  to  Alabama  in  1832,  mak- 
ing that  State  their  borne  for  about  five  years, 
then  came  to  Hempstead  County,  Ark.,  moving  one 
year  later  to  Ouachita  County.  Here  they  made 
their  home  for  seventeen  years,  after  which  they 
came  to  Ashley  County  and  settled  in  the  north- 
east corner  of  Extra  Township,  where  he  became 
the  owner  of  a large  and  valuable  plantation.  In 
1875  Mr.  Gee  went  to  Texas,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  in  the  month  of  August. 
1881.  his  wife  having  passed  from  life  in  Arkansas 
in  1866.  To  them  a family  of  three  sons  was 
born:  Abraham,  Charles  P.  and  Joseph  F. . the 
latter  making  his  home  with  his  father  until  he 
was  about  twenty-three  years  of  age.  He  then 
began  farming  on  land  which  he  had  entered,  and 
has  since  never  lived  more  than  two  miles  distant 
from  that  place.  In  May,  1861.  he  enlisted  in 
Company  A of  a Louisiana  regiment,  and  was  in 
the  lights  at  Mount  Elba  and  Millikan's  Bend, 
serving  in  all  nearly  four  years.  He  surrendered 


at  Marshall,  Tex.,  in  1865,  came  home  and  resumed 
farming,  being  now  the  owner  of  nearly  l.OUO 
acres  of  land  with  about  200  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  was  married  June  9,  1858,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Simpson,  of  Ashley  County,  by  whom  he  became 
the  father  of  eleven  children:  William  C.,  Johanna, 
Alice  V.,  Alabama,  Willie.  Ida,  Samuel  and  Lillie, 
living,  and  three  children  who  are  dead.  Mr  and 
Mrs.  Gee  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  he  is  a Democrat,  never  hav- 
ingyoted  any  other  ticket.  He  is  a very  success- 
ful agriculturist,  and  as  his  land  is  fertile  he  raises 
three- fourths  of  a bale  of  cotton  and  twenty  bush- 
els of  corn  to  the  acre,  the  raising  of  horses,  mules, 
cattle  and  hogs  receiving  much  of  his  attention 
also. 

Gaston  P.  George,  merchant  and  farmer.  Pop- 
lar Bluff,  Ark.  Mr.  George  is  not  only  a success- 
ful agriculturist,  but  is  a man  of  good  business 
experience,  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  well  un- 
derstands how  to  suit  the  desires  and  wishes  of 
those  buying  of  him.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  this 
State,  his  birth  occurring  in  Union  County  April 
7,  1847,  and  is  a son  of  Hosea  and  Althena  C. 
(Poole)  George,  the  father  born  in  Virginia  and  the 
mother  in  Alabama.  The  parents  moved  to  Ar- 
kansas in  1854,  bought  land  in  Union  County,  and 
there  the  father  farmed  very  extensively,  having 
3.000  acres  of  land  under  cultivation  at  one  time. 
In  1857  he  moved  to  Ashley  County,  on  Bartholo- 
mew Bayou,’  and  there  carried  on  his  former  occu- 
pation on  just  as  an  extensive  scale.  There  he  re- 
sided until  his  death  in  1859.  The  mother  died 
on  June  1,  1878.  They  reared  a family  of  three 
children,  two  now  living,  a daughter,  now  the  wife 
of  W.  T.  Harris.  Gaston  P.  George  had  but  lit- 
tle chances  for  an  education  as  the  country  was 
thinly  settled,  and  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age, 
or  in  the  latter  part  of  1861,  he  enlisted  in  C-apt. 
Clark’s  company,  the  Thirteenth  Arkansas.  Clai- 
borne's brigade,  and  operated  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Mississippi  River.  He  was  the  youngest  mem- 
ber of  the  company,  and  he  and  his  captain  are  the 
only  members  of  that  company  now  living.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Columbus  (Ky. ).  Shiloh,  and 
was  on  the  Kentucky  raid,  but  was  discharged  for 
being  under  age.  He  came  back  home,  attended 
school  about  six  months,  and  when  Clark  was  sent 
out  to  raise  another  company  from  Ashley  and 
Chicot  Counties,  our  subject  joined  this  company 
and  was  in  the  cavalry.  His  command  was  dis- 
banded and  he  was  at  home  at  the  time 'of  the  sur- 
render. After  the  war  he  went  to  Covington, 
Tenn. attended  school  for  two  years,  a,.J  after  re- 
turning home  engaged  in  farming  on  the  home 
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place.  This  occupation  he  has  continued  ever 
since.  He  owns  and  controls  about  1,000  acres  of 
land  in  two  places,  640  acres  his  own.  and  250 
acres  under  cultivation  on  the  home  place  and  125 
acres  in  another.  Mr.  George  was  married  in 
September,  1808,  to  Miss  Jo.-ie  A.  George,  daugh- 
ter of  Washington  George,  and  they  have  six  chil- 
dren— five  sons  and  one  daughter:  G.  Percy,  B.  F.. 
Joseph,  Norwood,  Sue  and  Clarence  (Mho  died  at 
the  age  of  live  years)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Socially  Mr. 
George  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
K.  of  P.  He  is  Democratic  in  his  political  views. 

Robert  J.  George,  D.  D.  S.,  was  born  in  St. 
Helena  Parish,  La.,  but  was  reared  in  Franklin 
County,  Miss.,  being  taken  there  by  his  father, 
Joseph  George,  a native  Louisianian,  who  was  a 
participant  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  of  Scotch  Irish  descent.  His  mother  was  m 
Welsh  lady,  who  reached  the  advanced  age  of  one- 
hundred  and  ten  years,  dying  in  1835.  Robert  J. 
George  was  reared  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  ob- 
taining a fair  education,  and  although  lie  was 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming,  he  began  the 
study  of  dentistry,  in  1854,  his  preceptor  being 
Dr.  I.  A.  Smith  of  Lake  Providence,  La  . origi- 
nally of  Maryland,  afterward  a professor  of  surg- 
ery, in  the  Baltimore  Medical  College.  Dr. 
George  graduated  in  dentistry,  taking  the  degree  of 
D.  D.  S. , and  in  1850  came  to  Arkansas:  after  the 
j late  war.  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He 
came  to  his  present  farm  of  100  acres,  in  1861.  and 
! now  has  forty  acres  under  cultivation,  a portion  of 
which  he  devotes  to  cotton,  the  annual  yield  being 
one-half  bale  to  the  acre,  the  average  corn  crop 
being  twenty-five  bushels  to  the  acre.  In  the  fail 
of  1863  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service, 
and  was  with  Price  on  his  famous  raid,  the  first 
engagement  in  which  he  participated  being  at 
Pilot  Knob.  Upon  Price’s  return  he  left  the 
command  to  return  home  for  clothing  and  supplies, 
but.  soon  after  heard  of  Lee’s  surrender,  and  on 
this  account  remained  there  He  was  married  in 
November,  i860,  to  Miss  Carrie  Ladd,  a daughter 
of  Jordan  Ladd  of  Ashley  County,  and  to  them 
the  following  children  were  born  : Julius  L.  ( who  re- 
sides in  this  county,  and  is  married  to  Lucv  McGill), 
Emily  (wife  of  W 8.  Jackson).  Linnie,  May. 
Mattie,  William  D.,  James  H. , FI  orence.  Laura, 
Alma  and  Joseph  Ralph.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  are 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and 
he  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. . and  is  a 
Democrat,  politically. 

Joseph  \\  . Gilliam,  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 


Petersburg,  Ark.  In  Tippah  County.  Miss.,  in 
: 1837,  there  was  born  to  the  union  of  Thomas  B. 
and  Elizabeth  (W  ilkinson)  Gilliam,  a son,  whom 
wo  will  now  take  as  the  subject,  of  this  sketch. 
Joseph  \V.  was  reared  in  De  Soto  County,  Mis.-., 
j and  Shelby  County.  Tenn. , received  a good  educa- 
| tion  in  the  common  schools  and  finishing  in  the 
State  University  of  Mississippi.  During  the  sec- 
ond year  of  the  war  he  entered  Ballantine  Regi- 
ment., Col.  Armstrong’s  brigade,  Jackson’s  divis- 
! ion,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh.  Atlanta. 
Dalton,  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  others.  His  regiment, 
was  the  last  to  leave  at  Atlanta.  At  Oxford. 
Miss.,  he  was  captured  with  his  squadron,  and  for 
twelve  months- was  kept  at  Uncle  Sam’s  expense  at 
. Alton.  111.  He  was  exchanged  at  Petersburg.  Ya.. 

! went  from  there  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  from 
: Dalton  back  was  engaged  in  many  battles  and 
skirmishes.  He  surrendered  at  Gainesville.  Ga. . 
returned  home  and  remained  two  years  on  the 
farm,  after  which  he  came  to  Ashley  County.  He 
i purchased  200  acres  of  land  and  is  still  the  owner  of 
i seventy  acres,  which  lie  has  under  cultivation.  He 
1 taught  school  for  some  time  after  coming  here, 
i and  was  magistrate  for  six  years.  In  1859  his 
| marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Baker  was  solemnized. 

! Her  father.  Rev.  German  Baker,  was  a native  of 
s De  Soto  County.  Miss.  Mr.  Gilliam  is  a public  - 
i spirited  citizen,  contributes  liberally  to  all  enter- 
I prises  worthy  of  attention,  and  in  politics  affiliates 
| with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  Meridian  Lodge  No.  214. 
His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

! Mr.  Gilliam's  parents  were  natives  of  Sussex 
| County,  Ya.,  and  they  moved  first  to  Alabama 
and  then  to  Mississippi.  They  reared  four  chil- 
i drert,  two  now  living  — John,  residing  at  Weldon, 

r>  o 

j Ark.  The  father  was  a farmer,  and  this  occupa- 
: tion  carried  on  all  his  life.  He  and  his  wife  were 
| consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  His 
I death  occurred  in  Ashley  County  in  1861.  and  his 
wife  died  in  1856. 

Rev.  R.  S.  Gladney  (deceased),  the  father  of 
; Profs.  William  H.  and  John  S.  Gladney,  was  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  and  was  reared  in  a dis- 
trict where  people  were  compelled  to  do  their  own 
' work,  and  it  may  be  truly  said  of  him  that  he  was 
: the  “ architect  of  his  own  fortune  ” Working  on 
the  farm  and  going  to  school  in  turns,  lie  prepared 
; himself  for  college,  and  at  a later  period  was  grad- 
uated with  high  honors  from  the  literary  and 
: theological  schools  of  Columbia,  S.  C..  after  which 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Amanda  McMillan. 

: the  daughter  of  a wealthy  merchant  of  that  city. 
About  this  time  he  was  elected  principal  of  the 
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Columbia  Female  Seminary,  which  position  lie 
filled  successfully  for  several  years,  after  which  he 
removed  to  Alabama,  and  still  later  to  -Mississippi, 
where  he  continued  the  two- fold  career  of  preach- 
ing the  gospel  and  teaching  school,  besides  de- 
voting a portion  of  his  time  to  his  farming  inter- 
ests. Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  concen- 
tration of  lbs  mental  powers  was  much  thwarted 
by  this  diversity  of  pursuits,  he  took  high  mark  in 
the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he 
was  a member.  He  was  extensively  known,  in  his 
time,  as  an  able  writer  of  articles  in  reviews  and 
other  periodicals,  and  in  1859  lie  published  a book 
written  in  blank  verse,  of  which  it  may  be  said  that 
if  the  poety  was  not  of  the  Elizabethan  standard, 
the  sarcasms  on  the  various  “issues”  of  the  day 
were  cjuite  effective.  In  the  year  1869  he  w7as  cut 
down  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness  and  labors  as 
a minister  of  the  gospel:  bis  soul  passed  peace- 
fully away  from  the  scenes  of  earth,  and  he  was 
buried  with  suitable  honors  at  West  Point.  Aliss. 

; Prof.  William  H.  Gladney,  his  son,  of  the  Ham- 
burg High  School,  is  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
but  during  his  infancy  his  parents  moved  west, 
and  settled  in  Pickens  County,  Ala.,  moving  at  the 
end  of  a few  years  to  Monroe  County,  .Miss.  In 
the  latter  State,  and  principally  in  the  town  of 
Aberdeen,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his 
boyhood,  with  such  educational  advantages  as  the 
newly  settled  country  afforded.  While  still  in  his 
minority  he  was  sent  to  Pickensville,  Ala. , to  at- 
tend the  high  school  conducted  by  Profs.  Con 
nerly,  Nash  and  Quinche.  and  after  remaining  in 
this  institution  for  ten  months,  he  proceeded  to 
Tuscaloosa,  and  became  a student  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Alabama,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1856, 
with  an  average  grade  of  95  percent  on  all  studies 
of  his  three  years’  course.  With  health  much  im 
paired  by  twTo  severe  spells  of  sickness-  pneumonia 
in  the  sophomore  year,  and  measles'  in  the  junior 
— it  became  necessary  to  spend  two  or  three  years 
almost  entirely  in  recruiting  his  health.  Thus, 
but  little  progress,  intellectual  or  financial,  was 
made  during  the  years  immediately  preceding  the 
Civjl  \\  ar.  Enlisting,  at  the  outset  of  that  war, 
in  the  first  company  organized  at  Aberdeen — the 
same  afterward  known  as  Company  1.  Eleventh 
Mississippi — he  served  during  nearly  the  entire 
war  in  the  Army  of  Virginia.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  engaged  in  teaching,  carrying  on.  at  the 
same  time,  a course  of  study  in  the  elementary 
text-books  on  the  law.  and  in  the  year  of  1872.  be- 
ing then  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  old  West 
Tennessee  College  at  Jackson,  Tenii.,  he  was 
licensed  to  practice  law  in  that  State  Domestic 
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matters,  however,  prevented  him  from  devoting 
himself  to  this  chosen  profession,  and  it  became 
necessary,  therefore,  to  turn  his  attention  more 
exclusively  to  the  occupation  of  teaching.  After 
having  had  charge  of  several  schools,  at  different 
times,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  he  removed  to 
Hamburg,  Ashley  County,  Ark.,  where  he  acted  as 
assistant  teacher  in  the  high  school  established  by 
Prof.  D.  C.  B.  Connerlv,  his  former  preceptor  in 
the  State  of  Alabama.  Upon  the  withdrawal  of 
Prof.  Connerlv,  he  became  associated  with  his 
brother.  John  S.  Gladney,  in  the  management  of 
the  Hamburg  High  School,  and  for  the  years  in- 
tervening between  iS82  and  1890  these  two  vet- 
eran teachers  have  successfully  maintained  the 
well-deserved  reputation  of  the  school,  and  are 
considered  among  the  most  successful  educators 
and  best  disciplinarians  of  the  State.  Prof.  William 
H.  Gladney  was  married  in  Ashley  County  to  Miss 
Lizzie  N.  Barnes,  a daughter  of  W.  W.  Barnes,  a 
successful  farmer  of  Bearhouse  Township. 

David  M.  Grant,  planter,  Line.  Ark.  Mr. 
Grant  has  been  identified  with  the  agricultural 
affairs  of  Ashley  County  for  many  years,  and  stands 
foremost  among  the  successful  farmers  of  the 
county.  He  was  born  in  Abbeville  County.  S.  C., 
January  10,  1818,  and  is  a sou  of  John  and  Isa 
bella  (Paxton)  Grant.  Of  Scotch  descent,  the 
Grant  family  came  originally  from  the  Old  Do- 
minion and  settled  in  South  Carolina,  where  they 
were  among  the  pioneer  families.  John  Grant 
was  a very  extensive  planter  and  was  quite  wealthy. 
He  reared  a large  family  and  only  one  besides  our 
subject  is  now  living,  John  Grant.  The  father 
died  in  1820,  and  shortly  afterward  the  mother 
moved  to  Georgia,  where  David  M.  was  reared  to 
manhood.  He  received  a limited  education,  and  as 
soon  as  large  enough  was  initiated  into  the  duties 
of  the  farm.  This  calliug  he  has  carried  on  ever 
since.  He  was  an  overseer  for  some  time,  and  was 
married  iu  1840  to  Miss  Nancy  A.  Waits,  who 
bore  him  six  children,  two  living:  Francis  M. 

(residing  in  Ashley  County),  John  Milton  (who 
died  during  the  war  when  about  nineteen  years  of 
age),  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Samuel  Wilkins,  residing 
in  Bishop  Township),  and  Joseph  Pinckney  (who 
died  since  the  war  at  the  age  of  twenty  three 
years).  Mr.  Grant  resided  in  Georgia  until  1851 
and  then  moved  to  Arkansas,  buying  land  where 
lie  now  lives — nearly  600  acres.  He  now  has  800 
acres  of  land,  has  800  acres  open  land.,  and  his 
house,  stables  and  outbuildings  indicate  a pro- 
gressive farmer.  During  tlie  war  be  remained  at 
home  and  worked  the  farm.  He  raises  corn,  cot- 
ton and  wheat,  and  works  part  of  his  land  on  the 
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shares.  He  is  the  largest  tax  payer  in  this  town 
ship.  Grant  Township  was  named  in  his  honor. 

T.  M.  Hamlet  was  born  on  Bine-Grass  soil 
April  2b,  1830,  but  the  most  of  his  life  has  been 
spent  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  where  he  now  owns  | 
land  to  the  amount  of  1.000  acres,  of  which  200 
acres  are  under  cultivation.  His  father  was  of 
English  descent,  a Kentuckian  by  birth,  and  was 
a participant,  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  being 
under  W asldngton  at  Yorktown,  but  passed  from 
life  in  Ashley  County.  Ark.,  in  the  year  1853. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  1ms  followed  the  calling 
of  a farmer  from  his  earliest  youth,  and  eonse 
quently  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  every  detail 
of  this  work.  but.  on  first  starting  out  in  life  for 
himself  he  was  a raftsman  on  the  Saline  River. 
On' December  30,  1850,  hi  s marriage  to  Miss  Mar- 
guerite Harris  took  place,  she  being  a daughter  of 
William  Harris,  of  Ashley  County,  and  their  union 
lasted  until  September  20.  1 S-S0.  when  she  sickened 
and  died.  Mr.  Hamlet  took  for  his  second  wife 
Mrs.  Julia  Pippin,  but  by  her  has  no  children. 
They  have  been  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  in  his  political 
views  Mr.  Hamlet  is  a Democrat,  but  is  liberal  in 
his  views.  He  has  always  been  noted  for  the  in- 
terest he  has  manifested  in  worthy  enterprises  and 
for  1 1 is  liberal  contributions  to  the  same,  being 
especially  generous  in  his  donations  to  churches 
and  schools. 

John  \\  . Harris  is  a worthy  tiller  of  the  soil  of 
Ashley  County,  and  although  born  at  Elkton. 
Giles  County.  Tenn.,  April  t).  1828.  lie  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  section  since  February,  1845. 
His  parents,  Zeno  T.  and  Harriet  M.  (Hawkins) 
Harris,  were  married  in  Tennessee  about  1811, 
the  latter  being  from  \ irginia.  and  two  sons  and  a 
daughter  blessed  this  union,  of  whom  John  W.  is 
the  only  one  now  living.  His  father  died  in  1,834. 
soon  after  which  event  his  mother  moved  to  La 
Grange,  Ala. .and  as  a means  of  supporting  and 
educating  her  children,  she  kept  Stewart's  Hall, 
the  boarding  house  of  a college.  401111  W.  Harris 
attended  school  until  the  winter  of  1844.  then 
went  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  from  there  came  to 
Ashley  County.  Ark.  (then  Chicot  Comity),  and 
was  engaged  in  managing  his  uncle’s  farms  on 
Bayou  Bartholomew  until  1850.  when  he  was 
taken  with  the  "gold  fever"  and  went  to  Cali- 
fornia. Fie  worked  in  the  mines  for  some  time, 
but  not  being  very  successful  lie  then,  with  two 
or  three  others,  went  to  gardening,  at  which  he 
made  considerable  money.  After  remaining  there 
for  about  two  years  lie  returned  to  Ashlev  County, 
and  shortly  afterward  was  married  to  Mm.  Martha 


Gregory,  after  which  he  settled  down  to  farming, 
and  for  twenty-six  years  continued  to  till  the  soil. 
To  himself  and  wife,  whom  he  lost  in  1873.  live 
children  were  born,  two  of  whom  lived  to  be 
grown:  Sarah  and  Fannie,  now  the  wife  of  R.  A. 

Moore,  of  Hamburg.  Sarah  married  John  Segars. 
and  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  by  whom  she 
had  one  child.  Ada,  she  married  Byron  Wilhite, 
bearing  him  one  child,  and  dying  in  1885.  51  r. 

Harris’  second  union  occurred  in  18 14  to  Mbs 
M ary  B.  Hanna,  a daughter  of  \\  illiam  Hanna, 
who  resides  in  Indiana.  They  have  two  daughters: 
Maud,  aged  thirteen,  and  Mayme  B. , aged  three 
years,  both  bright  little  girls.  Mr.  Flan  is  served 
in  the  Confederate  army  about  one  year,  entering 
about  1862,  but  in  1863  he  took  "French  leave  " 
and  went  North,  where  he  remained  until  the  war 
was  over.  He  then  came  back  to  his  old  home, 
and  here  he  1ms  since  remained.  He  was  the  only 
white  Republican  in  the  county  who  voted  for 
Gen.  Grant  fertile  presidency  in  ISO1.).  In  1871 
he  represented  Ashley  County  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. making  an  excellent  official,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  local  school  board  several  times. 
Fn  his  religious  views  he  is  a Swedenborgian.  and 
socially  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. . the  K. 
of  IF,  and  the  Iv.  & L.  of  H.  He  is  a wealthy 
citizen,  and  is  the  owner  of  about  1.2.00  acres  of 
land  on  the  Bayou  Bartholomew.  350  of  which  are 
under  cultivation,  devoted  to  the  culture  of  cotton 
and  corn. 

William  T.  Harris,  merchant  and  planter.  Pop- 
lar Bluff,  Ark.  Like  the  majority  of  the  citizens 
of  Ashley  county,  Mr.  Harris  was  born  in  Ala- 
bama, his  birth  occurring  March  12,  1843.  and  is  a 
son  of  S.  L.  and  Mary  J.  (Hines)  Harris,  dm 
father  a native  of  South  Carolina  and  the  mother 
from  Alabama.  Of  the  family  of  live  children 
born  to  this  union  two  sons  and  a daughter  are  now 
living:  S.  L.  (residing  in  this  county)  and  Mrs.  M. 
IF.  Bravg  (residing  in  Hamburg  and  the  widow  of 
4.  D.  Bravg).  The  father  died  in  1848,  and  the 
mother  at  Poplar  Bluff  in  1883.  The  family  came 
to  Ashley  Countv.  Ark.,  in  1862.  settled  in  Bastrop 
Township,  and  when  seventeen  years  of  age  \\  ill 
iam  T.  enlisted  in  the  first  company  of  the  Tappan 
regiment,  and  was  in  the  battle  at  Belmont.  On 
account  of  ill  health  he  was  discharged  and  again 
enlisted  in  the  first  Regiment  Arkansas  Volunteer 
Infantry  under  Capt.  4.  D.  Bragg.  He  was  in  the 
battle  of  Prairie  Grove.  Helena.  Jenkins’  Ferry, 
and  was  disbanded  at  Marshall,  Tex.  He  made 
his  way  home,  and  was  on  the  farm  until  the  last 
year  or  so,  when  the  present  firm  was  organized. 
He  is  doing  well  in  merchandising,  and  aside  from 
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fin’s  is  the  owner  of  ‘240  acres  of  land,  and  has 
1 50  acres  under  cultivation.  He  raises  cotton  prin- 
cipally. Mr.  Harris  has  been  twice  married,  first, 
in  1 862,  to  Miss  J.  L.  Johnston,  who  bore  him  a 
son,  Louis.  Mrs.  Harris  died  in  1870.  and  Mr. 
Harris  took  for  his  second  wife,  in  1882,  Miss  H. 
A.  King.  One  child,  Ellen,  has  been  born.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harris  are  members  of  the  Methodist. 
Church,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H.  In 
politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Benjamin  E.  Harville  was  born  in  the  State  of 
Alabama  Jul\  13,  1838.  his  father.  William  Har- 
ville. being  a native  of  Georgia,  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  a participant  in  the  Creek  and  Semi- 
nole Wars.  He  died  in  Dallas  County.  Ark.,  in 
1855,  having  come  to  this  county  with  his  family 
in  184-8.  purchasing  land  to  the  amount  of  300 
acres,  on  which  place  he  died.  Benjamin  F.  Har- 
ville started  out  for  himself  four  years  after  liis 
father’s  death,  and  although  his  early  advantages 
for  acquiring  an  education  were  not  good,  he  had 
a thorough  knowledge  of  farming,  and  was  natu- 
rally intelligent  and  quick  to  grasp  at  new  ideas. 
He  began  speculating  in  land  with  a brother  in 
Prairie  County.  Ark  . and  out  of  this  enterprise 
made  a line  fortune,  taking  up  over  5.000  acres  of 
land,  but  lost  it  all  during  the  war.  He  was  mur- 
i ried.  in  the  spring  of  1858.  to  Miss  Fannie  White, 
of  South  Carolina,  but  her  death  occurred  three 
months  after  their  marriage,  in  July.  1858.  In 
1801  Mr.  Harville  joined  Company  G.  Fifth  Arkan- 
sas Infantry,  and  the  first  important  battle  in 
which  he  took  part  was  the  bloody  combat  of 
Shiloh,  but  at  a later  period  he  was  in  the  engage 
ments  at  Corinth,  Murfreesboro,  Chickamanga. 
Liberty  Gap,  Atlanta.  Jonesboro.  Crab  Orchard, 
Peach  Tree  Creek.  Perryville.  Missionary  Bidge 
and  Lookout  Mountain.  He  was  captured  at 
Jonesboro,  was  sent  to  Louisville,  Kv. , and  was 
there  at  the  time  of  the  surrender,  receiving  Ins 
parol  there.  He  then  went  to  a point  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  just  above  Memphis,  where  he  dealt 
in  wood  for  about  a year,  selling  to  the  steamboats 
that  plied  up  and  down  the  river  for  81  to  81.50 
per  cord.  From  there  he  came  to  Ashley  County, 
Ark.,  and  was  here  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Thacker,  a Virginian  and  a daughter  of  Mil 
ton  Thacker,  who  died  in  December.  1801.  Mr. 
Harville,  upon  coming  to  this  county,  purchased 
040  acres  of  creek  bottom  land,  and  now  has  100 
acres  under  cultivation,  upon  which  he  raises  1,000 
pounds  of  cotton  to  (he  acre.  From  the  time  of 
hi  s settlement  here  he  has  applied  himself  stead- 
fastly to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  with  what  suc- 
cess may  be  inferred  when  the  fact  is  mentioned 


that  he  has  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  the 
county.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  his  wife 
also  becoming  a member  of  this  church  about 
1 SS0. 

James  W.  Hawkins  is  a native-born  resident  of 
Arkansas,  his  birth  occurring  in  Bayou  Bartholo- 
mew7, December  13,  1840,  and  is  a son  of  John  L. 
Hawkins,  of  Virginia.  The  father  was  postmaster 
at  Hawkin’s  Landing  on  the  bayou  and  died  in 
1866.  James  W.  Hawkins  was  reared  in  Marie 
Saline  Township,  received  a common-school  educa- 
tion and  began  business  for  himself  as  a clerk  in 
1866.  In  1869  he  became  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Files  Morris  & Co.,  and  continued  with  this 
company  for  one  year.  They  carried  a stock  of 
goods  valued  at  about  82,000  and  had  a good  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Hawkins  bought  his  present  property 
in  1875,  has  157  acres,  and  has  ten  acres  in  Ham- 
burg. He  cultivates  about  sixty-eight  acres  and 
averages  about  a third  of  a bale  of  cotton  and 
fifteen  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  He  handled 
about  fifty  or  fifty-five  bales  of  cotton  per  annum. 
During  the  late  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  H. 
Wright’s  regiment  Cavalry,  and  was  in  active 
service  until  paroled  at  Marshall.  Tex.  In  1873 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Frost,  of  Ashley 
County,  the  daughter  of  Capt.  J.  Frost,  a 
farmer  and  resident  of  Arkansas.  They  have  six 
livinv  children:  Ora.  John.  Lilia.  Edgar.  Arthur 
E.  and  Oliver  Ernest.  In  politics  Mr.  Hawkins  is 
a Democrat,  Mrs.  Hawkins  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  They  are  ex- 
cellent citizens,  and  are  esteemed  wherever  known. 

Hon.  Marcus  L.  Hawkins,  attorney  at  law  of 
Hamburg,  Ark.,  is  an  Alabamaian  by  birth,  and 
like  the  majority  of  the  residents  of  that  State,  he 
is  honorable  and  upright  in  every  worthy  particular, 
aud  is  above  the  average  in  intelligence.  He  was 
born  March  29.  1834.  to  John  C.  and  Millie  (Hosea) 
Hawkins,  the  former  a native  of  the  ‘‘Old  North 
State’’  and  the  latter  of  Alabama.  The  founders 
of  the  Hawkins  family  were  "Welsh,  and  prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  War  settled  in  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  Benjamin  Hawkins,  an  ancestor, 
being  a member  of  Gen.  Washington’s  staff  and  a 
great  uncle  of  John  C.  Hawkins.  Warren  County, 
North  Carolina  was  originally  settled  almost 
entirely  by  the  Hawkinses,  and  from  this  State 
Thomas  H.  Hawkins,  the  paternal  grandfather, 
enlisted  as  a soldier  in  that  war  and  served  in 
the  Southern  division.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
resided  in  Alabama  on  bis  father's  farm,  receiving 
a common-school  education,  until  he  attained  his 
seventeenth  year,  at  which  time  ho  joined  Lopez 
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and  started  for  Cuba,  the  same  vessel  that  carried 
Lopez,  called  the  ‘ • Pampereau.”  returning  to  the 
United  Stat°s  for  recruits.  Air.  Hawkius  being  one 
that,  embarked  on  the  second  voyage.  They  wen; 
driven  back  to  Cat  Island  in  Lake  Ponchertrain, 
and  the  enterprise  proved  abortive.  In  1852  Air. 
Hawkins  removed  to  Alississippi  and  began  book- 
keeping in  a dry  goods  establishment  at  Camden, 
where  he  remained  for  some  time,  then  went  to 
Canton  and  read  law  under  Hugh  Lawson,  being 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1855.  He  came  almost 
immediately  to  Hamburg.  Ark.  .and  has  since  been 
engaged  in  agriculture  and  practicing  his  profes- 
sion. In  1802  he  joined  Wilson’s  company  of 
infantry,  Jones’  battalion,  being  first  a member  of 
Rusk's  brigade,  and  was  in  the  engagements  at  Fort 
Pillow,  Farmington  and  Corinth.  In  1864  he 
came  west,  of  the  Alississippi  River,  and  raised  a 
mounted  company  in  Ashley  County  and  Northern 
Louisiana,  known  as  company  I.  Second  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  which  became  a part  of  Fagan’s  division 
and  was  with  Price  on  his  raid  into  Alissouri.  At 
the  engagement  at  Pilot  Knob  his  command  took 
part  in  the  assault  on  the  Federal  works,  and  he 
was  afterward  at  Independence,  AYestport  and 
was  near  Fort  Scott  when  he  was  captured.  He 
was  first  sent  to  St,.  Louis,  thence  to  Johnson’s 
Island,  where  he  was  kept  for  about  eight  months, 
then  liberated,  and  made  his  way  home.  In  addi- 
tion to  practicing  his  profession  he  also  farmed 
and  has  been  successful  in  both,  for  besides  having 
y large  clientage,  lie  is  the  owner  of  5,000  acres  of 
land  with  150  or  200  acres  under  cultivation.  Fie 
represented  Ashley  County  in  the  Constitutional 
Conventions  of  18151  and  of  1874.  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Judiciary  Committee  in  the  latter.  He 
was  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  Tenth  Judicial 
District,  from  1SS0  to  1888.  He  is  a Alason.  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  the  K.  of  H.  and  the 
K.  of  P.  His  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1858,  was 
to  Aliss  Harriet  E.  Hadley,  a daughter  of  James  and 
Hannah  Hadley,  of  Ashley  County,  by  whom  he 
lias  three  sons  and  three  daughters:  Alarv  (wife 
of  John  W.  Alorris),  Alarguerite  P.  (wife  of  R.  Af. 
Moore),  Kate  (wife  of  Robert  Ward),  Alartin  C , 
Ararcus  L.,  Jr.,  and  Ben. 

James  Hill,  farmer,  and  one  of  the  old  resi- 
dents of  Beech  Creek  Township.  Ashley  County, 
Ark.,  was  horn  in  Tuscaloosa  County,  Ala.,  on 
April  10,  1818,  and  was  one  of  six  children  —three 
sons  and  three  daughters  —born  to  John  and  Alar- 
garet  (Stover)  Hill.  The  father  was  a native  of 
Sevier  County.  Tenn.,  and  emigrated  to  Alabama 
when  that  State  was  yet  a Territory.  He  sev- 
eral times  represented  Talladega  County  in  the 


Legislature,  and  held  other  county  offices  of  trust 
and  honor.  He  was  under  Jackson  in  the  War  of 
IS  12,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  Of 
the  children  born  to  bis  marriage  three  are  now 
living,  one  in  Bradley  County  Ark. , and  another 
in  Kaufman  County,  Tex.  The  father  emigrated 
to  Ashley  County,  Ark.,  in  1858,  and  died  in 
1862,  at  the  .age  of  seventy-five  years.  He  was 
buried  in  Ashley  County.  The  mother  died  in 
1871.  at  the  age  of  eighty  six  years,  and  is  also  bur- 
ied in  this  county.  James  Hill  attained  bis  growth 
in  Alabama,  and  although  his  early  education  was 
limited,  by  observation  and  study  be  lias  become 
well  informed  on  any  subject.  When  twenty -one 
years  of  age  lie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss 
Alartka  Miller,  and  they  reared  a family  of  eight 
children,  live  now  living,  and  all  in  Arkansas: 
Jesse  AT.  (residing  in  Alabama).  James  T.  (residing 
in  Phillips  County,  Ark.).  George  W. , living  in 
Ashley  County),  John  R.  (also  in  Ashley  County) 
and  Alinnie  C.  (wife  of  H.  C.  Dade,  living  at 
Poplar  Bluff).  Selling  out  in  Alabama  in  1858. 
Air.  Hill  came  to  Ashley  County,  where  he  bought 
480  acres.  During  the  war  he  sold  that  place  and 
moved  to  his  present,  property,  which  consists  of 
5C0  acres  of  land,  with  seventy-live  acres  under 
cultivation.  During  the  war  he  enlisted  in  what 
was  called  an  Old  Alan’s  Company,  and  served  eight 
days.  The  period  following  the  war  was  more 
unsettled  than  during  the  four  years  of  actual 
warfare,  and.it  was  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  years 
before  the  country  actually  recovered.  Air.  Hill 
lost  his  wife  on  June  24,  1862,  and  on  November 
26,  1864,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  AVooldridge, 
who  bore  him  four  children:  Walter  C. , Yiola, 

Charley  A.  and  Hawkins.  While  living  in  Ala- 
bama, Air.  Hill  held  several  local  offices,  and  since 
coming  here  he  has  been  school  commissioner.  He 
is  a member  of  the  . A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  he  and 
Airs.  Hill  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
On  his  farm  his  crop  averages  about  twenty -tive 
bushels  of  corn  and  three-fourths  of  a bale  of  cot- 
ton to  the  acre. 

Jason  C.  Hill,  planter,  Poplar  Bluff.  Ark. 
Among  the  many  prominent  men  of  Arkansas,  who 
owe  their  nativity  to  Alabama,  stands  the  name  of 
Jason  C.  Hill,  who  is  one  of  the  successful  planters 
of  Ashley  County.  He  was  born  on  June  27. 
1S48,  and  is  a son  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  (Car- 
gal)  Hill,  both  natives  also  of  Alabama.  The 
parents  reared  a family  of  eight  children  — tive 
daughters  and  three  sons  — three  now  living — two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  The  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject. Reuben  Hill,  resides  in  Ashley  County,  and 
the  sister,  Lucinda,  is  the  wife  of  John  Lusk,  and 
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now  resides  in  Louisiana.  The  father  oi  these 
children  died  in  1849,  and  the  mother  in  1801), 
in  Ashley  County,  Ark.  Jason  C.  Hill  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Morehouse  Parish.  La.,  when  quite 
young,  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  during 
the  war,  remained  there  until  grown.  When 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  began  farming  for  him- 
self, working  on  shares,  and  the  next  year  rented 
land,  bought  a mule,  and  began  tilling  the  soil  in 
earnest.  He  resided  here  three  years,  and  the 
second  year  ran  another  hand  to  work  for  him. 
In  1874  he  came  to  Ashley  County,  rented  the 
Moore  place,  on  which  he  remained  for  live  years, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1879  moved  on  his  present 
property,  having  purchased  eighty  acres.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  100  acres  in  the  home  place  and 
has  eighty  acres  two  miles  below  him.  He  has 
about  seventy  acres  under  cultivation,  and  aside 
from  this  he  leases  and  works  125  acres.  He  also 
owns  and  operates  a gin  and  grist-mill,  worth 
about  $2,000,  and  with  a capacity  of  twelve  bales 
per  day.  His  gin  has  all  the  modern  improve- 
ments. In  187 0 his  nuptials  with  Miss  Pollie 
Sammon  were  celebrated,  and  to  them  were  born 
eleven  children,  seven  now  living — five  daughters 
and  two  sons:  Susan  J , Mary  A.,  Ella  S. , Louisa, 
Henry.  Ossie,  Attic,  Susie,  Early,  and  twins  born 
dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  are  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all  acquainted  with  them.  Mr.  Hill  is  a mem 
ber  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. . and  the  K.  of  P.  at 
Poplar  Bluff,  and  of  the  K.  of  H.  at  Hamburg. 
In  politics  he  is  strictly  Democratic.  His  princi- 
pal crops  are  corn  and  cotton,  averaging  from 
thirty  to  forty  bushels  of  corn,  and  frequently  over 
a bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre. 

J.  R.  Hill.  In  the  State  of  Alabama,  there 
was  born  to  James  Hill  and  wife  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  whose  birth  took  place  in  the  year  1855. 
He  was  brought  to  this  State  by  his  parents  in 
1858.  and  after  residing  on  Beech  Creek  for  eight 
or  nine  years,  he  was  brought  to  his  present  abode, 
and  in  this  State  was  reared  to  manhood  and  edu- 
cated, his  opportunities  however,  for  becoming  a 
irood  scholar  beinir  rather  limited.  In  the  year 
1878  he  .settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives, 
which  consists  of  140  acres,  and  he  has  thirty  acres 
under  cultivation,  his  average  yield  of  cotton  per 
acre  being  about  one-half  bale,  and  corn,  twenty 
bushels,  fruit  of  nearly  all  kinds  being  raised  in 
abundance.  Mr.  Hill  is  an  intelligent,  well-in- 
formed and  enterprising  gentleman,  and  as  he 
commenced  life  a poor  boy  with  limited  education, 
and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  a comfortable  com- 
petency, he  deserves  and  lias  the  confidence  and 


respect  of  all.  His  worthy  wife,  before  her  mar- 
riage in  1877.  was  Miss  Magic  Adams,  a daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Adams,  of  Louisiana,  who  died  when 
she  was  a child,  and  to  their  union  the  following 
five  children  have  been  born:  Willie,  Lewis.  Wal- 
ter. Harry  and  Oliie.  Mr.  Hill  supports  the  meas- 
ures of  the  Democrat  party,  and  in  1889  was 
elected  constable  of  his  township,  a position  he 
still  holds.  He  is  also  school  director,  a member 
of  the  Farmers’  and  Laborers’  Union  of  America, 
and  he  and  Mrs.  Hill  belong  to  the  Baptist 
Church. 

JohnD.  Hollaway.  merchant  and  planter,  Port- 
land, Ark.  The  essential  elements  to  success  in 
any  calling  are  keen  perception,  sound  judgment 
and  a determined  will,  supported  by  persevering 
and  continuous  effort,  and  what  is  termed  genius 
has  little  to  do  with  the  success  of  men  in  general. 
We  are  led  to  these  reflections  by  a perusal  of  the 
life  of  Mr.  Hollaway,  who  is  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  and  successful  business  men  of  Portland 
Township.  He  was  born  near  Portland,  Ark.,  on 
July  7,  1851,  and  is  a son  of  James  L.  and  Caro- 
line (Beck)  Hollaway,  both  natives  of  Franklin 
County,  (Miss.  There  the  parents  were  married 
and  resided  until  1844.  when  they  came  to  Arkan- 
sas and  settled  on  the  place  which  his  children  now 
own.  When  they  first  settled  here,  the  only  set- 
tlers in  the  limits  of  the  present  township  of  Port- 
land were  the  Bradys,  and  several  other  families. 
The  father  .was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  dying  in 
1857.  and  in  1859  he  took  for  his  second  wife,  Miss 
Imogene  Clyde,  who  died  in  1878.  To  his  first 
union  were  born  three  children,  and  one  child  was 
born  to  his  last,  all  now  living  and  have  families. 
The  father  was  a Royal  Arch  Mason  and  died  in 
1870.  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  John  D. 
Hollaway  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war.  received  the  advan- 
tages of  a good  education  in  the  common  schools. 
After  the  war  he  attended  school  for  a short  time, 
and  when  seventeen  yeais  of  age  he  took  charge  of 
the  home  place  which  he  has  been  working  ever 
since.  He  inherits  his  share  of  the  home  place, 
and  later  added  to  this  SO'.1  acres  more,  200  acres 
of  which  are  cleared.  Mr.  Hollaway  has  been 
twice  married,  first,  on  November  2,  1873,  to  Miss 
Lizzie,  daughter  of  M.  E.  Mutsides  of  Georgia. 
She  died  in  April,  1879.  His  second  marriage  was 
to  Miss  Sallie  Austin,  on  Febiuarv  b.,1889.  and 
they  have  one  child.  James  Lee.  Mrs.  Hollaway 
is  the  daughter  of  \\  . A.  Austin.  Mr.  Hollaway 
is  a member  of  the  Ma~  une  fraternity,  Portland 
Lodge,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. . at 
Hamburg.  In  188b  he  bought  out  Jackson,  a 
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partner  of  Oammack,  and  the  year  following 
bought,  out  Cammack  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Portland.  He  carries  a stock  invoicing  $l,o00. 
and  does  an  annual  business  of  from  88,000  to  8 10,- 
000.  He  carries  a general  line  of  plantation  supplies. 

F.  M.  Hudgens  is  a Virginian,  liL  birth  occur- 
ring November  30,  1830,  and  in  that  State  his  par- 
ents, Robert  \V.  and  Mary  (Pittman)  Hudgens, 
were  also  born,  the  latter  being  of  Knglish  de- 
scent, a daughter  of  Thomas  Pittman,  and  grand- 
daughter of  J.  Pittman.  Thomas  Pittman's  wife 
was  a .Miss  Rose,  a daughter  of  Patrick  Rose  (his 
mother  being  Miss  Fitzehugh)  and  whose  wife  was 
Mary  N icolas,  of  England  (her  mother  being  a 
| Miss  Fry)  and  J.  Pittman's  wife  was  a Miss  Mc- 
Craw.  Robert  AY.  Hudgens  moved  to  Arkansas  in 
1802,  and  is  farming  the  land  which  lie  bought 
and  homesteaded.  His  farm  comprised  200  acres, 
of  which'  fifty  acres  were  bottom  land.  The  aver- 
age yield  of  cotton  to  the  acre  is  about  one-half' 
bale,  and  corn  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  bushels 
per  acre,  the  amount  of  land  he  has  under  cultiva- 
tion being  .10  ) acres.  The  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch  received  a limited  education,  but  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade  from  Gilbert  Potter,  of  Maine, 
started  out.  in  life  for  himself, working  at  this  trade, 
in  which  he  did  remarkably  well.  In  1801  he  en- 
listed in  Company  A,  Thirty-first  Louisiana  Infan- 
try, and  was  at  the  battle  of  Indian  Mound,  and  later 
at  Port  Gibson  and  Big  Black  Ridge,  fifteen  miles 
east  of  Vicksburg,  from  which  place  they  fell  back 
to  Vicksburg,  but  was  at  the  siege  of  Vicksbnrg. 
He  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1808.  His  first  mar- 
riage occurred  in  1800,  his  wife  dying  February. 
1808,  leaving  one  child,  Airgie  M. , who  is  still  liv- 
ing. His  second  marriage  took  place  on  July  4, 

1 800,  to  Miss  Mildrid  A.  Hogue,  a daughter  of  W. 
T.  Hogue,  a resident  of  Arkansas.  They  have  a 
daughter  married,  who  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  Hill, 
of  Ashley  County.  Mr.  Hudgens  has  attained  to 
the  Blue  Lodge  in  the  A.  F.  <fc  A.  M. , is  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  also  belongs  to  the  K.  of  H.  and 
O.  E.  S.  Mr.  am  1 M rs.  Hudgens  belong  to  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

W.  M.  Johnsoi  i is  a Mississippian,  born  .Octo- 
ber 5.  1835,  a son  of  J.  \Y.  Johnson,  who  was  also 
born  in  that  State,  but  inherits  Irish  blood  of  his 
father  and  mother,  who  were  born  in  the 
Emerald  Isle,  but,  the  former  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  of 
Dutch  descent,  and  was  a participant  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  J.  \\  . Johnson  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  and  died  in  November,  1870.  W.  M. 
Johnson’s  advantages  for  acquiring  an  education 
were  very  poor,  but  in  1859  he  started  out  in  life 


for  himself  as  a farmer,  about  two  miles  from 
where  his  father  had  purchased  land  at  an  early 
day,  at  the  time  of  his  settlement  there  being  only 
about  six  families  iu  the  entire  settlement. 
Panthers,  wolves,  deer  and  other  wild  game 
abounded,  and  the  streams  were  tilled  with  fish, 
ready  and  willing  to  snap  at  the  hook  of  the  ang- 
ler. Mr.  Johnson  settled  on  his  present  farm  in 
1809;,  it  comprising  100  acres,  and  he  has  about 
forty  acres  in  cultivation,  on  which  he  raises  cot- 
ton and  corn,  the  yield  of  each  being  fair.  In 
March,  1802,  he  put  aside  his  farming  implements 
to  join  the  Confederate  army,  becoming  a member 
of  the  First  Arkansas  Battalion,  and  was  on  hospi- 
tal duty  during  his  service,  but  was  discharged  in 
June,  1803,  returned  home  and  resumed  farming, 
managing  his  own  and  neighboring  farms  and  sup- 
plying the  army  with  corn  and  hogs  and  beef 
cattle.  He  was  married  March  20.  1803.  to  Mrs. 
Rebecca  J.  Sullivant,  the  widow  of  J.  M.  Sulli- 
vant.  To  them  live  children  were  born:  Susan 

Emily  (who  died  on  August  30,  1807,  at  the  age  of 
three  years),  Edward  T.  (born  February  18,  1868). 
Kernelier  (who  died  in  infancy),  Amanda  L.  Johu- 
son  (born  March  0,  i860,  now  the  wife  of  J.  R. 
Rodgers,  of  Ashley  County),  and  John  H.  (born 
February  20.  1871.  Mr.  Johnson  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and 
he  is  a Democrat,  politically.  A short  history  of 
Mr.  Johnson’s  father’s  career  will  here  be  of  con- 
siderable interest,  and  it  speaks  for  itself.  The 
latter  was  left  an  orphan  in  early  boyhood,  but  be- 
ing of  a very  enterprising  and  energetic  disposi- 
tion he  succeeded  in  accumulating  a handsome 
fortune,  which  was  subsequently  swept  away  by 
security  debts  which  he  was  compelled  to  pay. 
During  this  time  he  was  a resident  of  Yalobusha 
County,  Miss.,  and  the  men  for  whom  he  went 
security  were  Magic  <fc  Skipper,  wealthy  men  of 
Western  Texas  at  the  present  time,  who  were  then 
cotton  and  general  merchants  of  Grenada,  Miss. 
They  saw  a chance  to  take  advantage  of  Air.  Johnson 
for  a debt  of  841,000,  did  so,  and  the  magnificent 
estate  which  the  latter  owned,  together  with  eight- 
een slaves  and  other  valuable  property  went  to 
satisfy  the  creditors  of  the  notorious  firm  of  Alagic 
A Skipper.  Air.  Johnson  then  took  up  a timber 
claim,  and  he  and  his  family  lived  in  a rude  board 
structure  throughout  one  winter,  then  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Warren  County,  uear  Vicksburg. -Aliss. . 
where  they  made  their  home  for  seven  years. 
Their  family  consisted  of  six  children,  the  eldest 
son  being  now  the  postmaster  at  Ain,  Grant 
County,  Ark. : the  third  son  was  killed  at  Cane 
Hill.  Ark.,  during  the  late  war;  the  fourth  died  at 


. 

. 

■ 

’ 


ASHLEY  COUNTY. 


909 


Hernando,  Miss.,  of  measles,  and  of  the  second, 
who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  we  have  a short 
history.  His  eldest  sister  is  now  the  widow  of 
Thomas  Chambers,  of  Drew  County,  and  the 
second  is  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Bain.  Until  he  was 
nine  years  of  age,  \Y.  M.  Johnson  was  a stout, 
healthy  lad,  but  about  this  time  he  became 
afflicted  with  dropsy,  for  which  he  obtained  no 
cure  for  nine  years,  and  to  make  matters  worse  he 
was  stricken  with  paralysis  during  this  time,  and 
for  a long  time  had  no  use  of  his  right  side.  His 
cure  was  finally  affected  by  his  father  and  mother, 
who  tried  the  water-cure,  and  also  gave  white 
mustard  seed,  and  Dr.  John  Bull’s  Sarsaparilla. 
After  a time  he  was  sent  with  his  eldest  brother  on 
horseback  to  Arkansas,  where  his  health  returned 
to  him.  and  he  remained  until  twenty-seven  years  of 
age.  He  then  joined  the  Confederate  army,  but 
was  soon  after  taken  with  typhoid  fever,  which  kept 
him  in  the  hospital  for  six  weeks;  then  nervohs 
fever.  After  passing  through  a siege  of  the  yel- 
low jaundice  and  the  mumps  he  became  so  re- 
duced in  health  that  on  July  15.  18(5*2,  he  started 
for  home,  which  place  he  reached  July  23.  The 
most  of  the  time  since  he  ha.--  been  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  fair  health,  with  one  exception,  and  his 
career  as  a farmer  has  been  given  above. 

Robert  Jefferson  Kinnaird.  Ashley  County  is 
one  of  the  most  fertile  and  flourishing  of  Arkansas’ 
many  admirable  counties,  and  here  Mr.  Kinnaird 
is  considered  one  of  the  leading  tillers  of  the  soil, 
his  home  farm  comprising  320  acres  of  land,  fifty 
acres  being  under  cultivation,  usually  averaging 
one-half  bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre,  but  the  year  of 
1889  yielding  nine  bales  to  twelve  acres.  Mr. 
Kinnaird  was  born  in  Alabama  in  March.  1844.  his 
father.  William  Kinnaird.  being  a native  of  South 
Carolina,  and  a participant  in  the  Mexican  War, 
his  death  occurring  in  Arkansas  in  1855.  He  was 
a highly  esteemed  pioneer  of  Ashley  County,  and 
was  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  the  State.  He  lies 
buried  in  a beautiful  pine  grove,  fifteen  mdes 
south  of  Hamburg,  and  on  the  monument  at  Ins 
head  is  the  following  inscription;  “"William  Kin- 
naird, died  November  21.  185(5,  aged  55  years. 

A loving  husband  and  father  dear. 

A fuitblul  friend  lies  buried  litre." 

Words  which  are  true  in  every  respect.  Mrs.  H. 
P.  Kinnaird  died  in  1880,  aged  sixty-three  years. 
R.  J.  Kinnaird  came  to  Arkansas  when  about 
twelve  years  of  age,  his  educational  opportunities 
being  good  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  espoused  the  Con- 
federate cause,  joining  Company  1>.  of  the  Third 
Arkansas  Infantry  in  October.  18(51.  the  first  fight 


in  which  he  participated  being  at  Caprou  Bridge, 
then  Hancock.  Ya..  and  the  next  at  Hanging  Point 
and  Lookout  Mountain.  He  was  taken  sick  at  this 
place,  and  after  some  time  spent  in  the  hospital  he 
rejoined  his  command  at  Winchester,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  seven  days'  tight  around  Richmond, 
after  which  he  went  to  Suffolk,  and  was  in  numer- 
ous skirmishes  for  a week  or  so.  He  next  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  following 
which  came  the  Second  battle  of  Mauasses,  and 
Winchester;  then  Harper's  Ferry,  and  at  Sharps - 
burg.  At  Gettysburg  he  was  wounded  in  the  right 
arm,  and  remained  in  the  hospital  until  he  joined 
Hood,  on  his  way  to  . Alabama,  after  which  he 
secured  a furlough,  came  home  and  resumed  work 
on  the  farm.  In  i860  he  was  married  to  Amanda 
Smith,  whose  father  died  in  Georgia,  in  August. 
18(53.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinnaird  have  had  a family 
of  thirteen  children  born  to  them:  Mattie  (wife  of 
"William  Langford),  Robert  Jefferson,  Needham 
Thomas,  Sarah  Ann,  William  Luther,  Charles 
Walter,  James  Athel.  George  Henry,  Joe.  Jack. 
Ella.  Dovvie  and  Fred.  The  father  of  these  chil 
dren  is  a supporter  of  Democratic  principles,  and 
his  wife. is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

William  J.  Ladd,  planter,  Snyder.  Ark.  Earh 
in  life  William  J.  Ladd  had  instilled  into  liis 
youthful  nature  all  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  this 
calling  has  ever  continued  to  be  bis  chosen  field 
of  labor.  With  care  and  perseverance  he  has  at- 
tended to  this  occupation,  and  with  energy  and 
thoroughness,  successful  results  have  been  reaped, 
until  now  he  is  the  owner  of  a tine  farm  of  280 
acres,  and  has  fifty  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
was  born  in  North  Carolina  on  November  24.1825, 
and  is  the  son  of  -Jordan  and  Pat-tie  (Newberry) 
Ladd,  both  natives  of  North  Carolina,  the  father 
born  on  August  1,  179(5,  and  the  mother  in  1798. 
Their  family  consisted  of  five  children;  Mary  A.. 
Carrie.  La  Fayette  (deceased).  Thomas  (deceased), 
and  of  these  children  our  subject  is  the  eldest. 
The  father  was  a sturdy  son  of  toil,  and  this  occu- 
pation carried  on  all  his  life.  He  emigrated  from 
Noith  Carolina  to  Alabama  in  1S2<,  and  then  in 
1859  he  came  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Ashley 
County,  where  his  death  occurred  on  December  1. 
18f5l).  The  mother  is  still  living,  makes  her  home 
with  our  subject,  and  is  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Church.  William  J.  Ladd  was  educated  in 
Alabama,  and  when  grown  selected  as  -his  com 
panion  in  life  Miss  Nancy  Quinn,  whom  he  married 
on  December  1 <,  184(5.  She  was  born  in  Alabama, 
and  was  a daughter  of  John  and  Fannie  Quinn. 
W hen  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ladd  started  out  for  them- 
selves their  means  were  limited,  but  by  economy. 
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industry  and  good  management,  they  are  now  in 
possession  of  a comfortable  competency.  To  their 
union  were  born  seven  interesting  children:  Mary 
F. , James  13.,  Josephine  (deceased),  Caroline 
W.  (deceased).  George  M.,  Frank  and  Willie. 
Five  of  these  children  are  still  living,  and  reside 
in  this  State.  Mr.  Ladd  is  a fanner  by  occupa- 
tion, and,  like  his  father,  will  follow  this  calling 
all  his  life. 

Judge  William  S.  Lawson  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  and  successful  attorneys  of  Ashley  County, 
located  at  Hamburg,  Ark.,  and  although  he  was 
born  in  Logan  County,  Kyi,  October  12,  1S15,  he 
has  been  a resident  of  this  county  since  1854.  and 
has  always  been  one  of  her  most  public-spirited 
citizens,  and  deeply  interested  in  Iter  welfare.  His 
parents,  Peter  and  Sarah  (Lolland)  Lawson,  were 
born  in  Scotland  and  Harrisonburg, Ya.,  respective- 
ly, and  the  former  came  to  the  Fnited  States  about 
1790,  landing  at  Martinsburg,  Ya. , from  which 
place  he  moved  to  Kentucky  about  1800.  He  was 
a soldier  in  the  Whisky  Insurrection  in  West 
Virginia,  and  was  known  to  be  a man  of  much 
ability  and  force  of  character.  Of  a family  of 
thirteen  children  born  to  himself  and  w ife,  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  third  in  order 
of  birth,  and  he  and  three  sisters  are  the  only 
members  of  the  family  now  living.  His  early  life 
was  spent  in  Kentucky,  where  his  opportunities 
for  acquiring  an  education  were  limited,  but  by 
the  time  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a fair  practical  education,  and  j 
commenced  life  for  himself  as  a clerk  in  the  county 
clerk’s  office.  He  afterward  entered  a branch  of 
the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  of  which  he  became  head 
clerk,  but  resigned  that  position,  and  in  1843  went 
to  Dover,  La  Fayette  County,  Mo.,  where  he  sold  i 
dry  goods  for  two  years.  From  this  place  he  came 
to  Arkansas,  and  from  December  25,  1845,  until 
1854  he  resided  in  Union  County,  being  engaged 
in  merchandising  and  operating  a warehouse  on 
the  Ouachita  River  at  Pigeon  Hill.  Since  then  lie 
has  resided  in  Ashley  County,  and  iirst  kept  books 
for  a mercantile  establishment.  Having  studied 
law  in  Kentucky,  he  began  brushing  up  his  knowl- 
edge of  Blackstone,  and  since  I860  has  been  a 
regular  practitioner  at  the  bar  in  this  and  adjoin- 
ing counties.  He  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  ; 
and  county  and  probate  judge  ever  since  he  has 
been  in  the  county,  and  atone  time  was  appointed 
county  clerk  to  till  a vacancy,  and  held  the  posi- 
tion until  the  election  of  his  successor.  He  has 
been  married  twice,  first  in  September,  1846,  to 
Sarah  A.  Frohock.  who  died  in  July,  184  i,  leaving 
one  child,  a son.  now  living  in  Hamburg.  The 
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second  union  was  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Norris  of  Ash- 
ley County,  in  (March.  1854,  and  to  them  six  chil- 
dren were  born,  three  daughters  and  a son  Jiving. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  August,  1882, 
since  which  time  the  Judge  has  remained  a widower. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  hav- 
ing joined  the  same  in  1839,  of  which  he  has  been 
ruling  elder  for  many  years.  He  has  long  been  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  1852  was 
a member  of  the  convention  that  remodeled  the 
present  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ar- 
kansas. He  has  always  been  a strong  supporter 
of  the  law  and  its  execution,  and  although  stern 
and  firm  when  right  is  on  his  side,  he  is  ever  cour- 
teous, and  his  decisions  while  judge  have  almost 
always  been  found  satisfactory,  for  they  are  not 
made  without  careful  and  painstaking  study  of  the 
evidence,  and  his  judgment  has  always  been  thor- 
oughly relied  upon. 

W.  H.  Lindsey.  M.  D , is  a native  of  Missis- 
sippi, born  September  20,  1842,  and  at  the  age  of 
two  years  was  taken  by  bis  father,  Dr.  J.  S.  Lind- 
sey, to  Cherokee  County,  Tex.,  where  the  latter, 
who  was  a Mississippian  by  birth,  died  in  1852. 
In  the  Lone  Star  State,  W.  H.  Lindsey  had  but  a 
limited  chance  for  obtaining  an  education,  on  ac- 
count of  the  newness  of  the  country,  and  at  the 
early  age  of  fifteen  years  he  began  dealing  in  stock 
on  his  own  responsibility,  and  when  in  his  eight- 
eenth year,  donned  his  suit  of  gray,  shouldered  his 
musket  and.  went  to  the  war,  serving  in  Company 
D,  Seventh  Regiment.  Texas  Mounted  Volunteers, 
becoming,  in  November,  1802,  a non-commissioned 
officer — second  sergeant.  In  the  Territory  of 
New  Mexico,  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Valverda, 
Glorietta,  and  in  Texas  was  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Galveston,  on  Jauuary  1,  1863.  He  was 
also  at  Carrion  Crow  Bayou,  La.,  November  3, 
1803,  where  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  left 
side,  being  off  duty  for  thirty-five  days,  after 
which  he  obtained  a furlough  home.  In  the  spring 
of  1804  he  took  part  in  the  battles  at  Mansfield, 
Yellow  Bayou  and  Donaldsouville,  but  being  dis 
abled  shortly  after  he  was  absent  from  his  com- 
mand at  the  time  it  surrendered.  Following  this 
he  made  several  trips  to  Mexico,  being  in  the  beef 
business,  but  in  1800  he  came  to  Hamburg,  Ark., 
but  after  a short  residence  here  moved  to  More 
house  Parish,  La.,  where  be  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, sold  groceries  and  traded  in  horses-  for  live 
years.  Having  returned  to  Hamburg.  Ark,  Lie  be- 
gan reading  medicine  in  1872,  and  later  entered 
and  graduated  from  the  Mobile  (Medical  College, 
receiving  his  diploma  on  (March  17,  1377.  since 
which  time  he  has  resided  and  practiced  in  Ham 
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burg,  his  success  being  of  the  best.  He  is  quite 
well  to  do,  and  is  the  owner  of  considerable  prop- 
erty in  the  town  and  county.  He  has  been  mar- 
ried three  times,  first  on  February  28,  1867.  to 
Miss  Emma  Jones,  her  death  occurring  September 
20.  1869.  next,  to  Miss  Berry  C.  Lovett,  on  March 
7,  1S72,  leaving  at  the  time  of  her  death.  April  12. 
1888,  five  children  to  mourn  her  loss:  Effie  Lou, 
Ida  E..  Jessie  C. . W illiam  Sewell  and  Abner  Rush. 
His  third  union  took  place  on  January  6,  1889. 
his  wife  being  Miss  Lou  Dix.  They  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  Master  of  the 
Masonic  lodge  of  Hamburg,  also  belongs  to  the 
Iv.  of  H. , and  in  his  political  views  is  a stanch 
Democrat. 

William  E.  McCombs,  a well-known  and  enter- 
prising merchant  of  Hamburg,  Ark.,  was  born  in 
Kentucky  in  1838,  his  parents  being  William  J. 
and  Sarah  (Baldock)  McCombs.  The  McCombses 
were  originally  from  North  Carolina,  William  J.. 
being  a farmer  and  merchant.  He  came  with  his 
fantily.  which  consisted  of  five  children  (four  of 
whom  are  living  and  reside  in  Hamburg,  Ashley 
County),  to  Arkansas  in  1865.  dying  in  about  a 
month  after  his  arrival  in  this  State.  His  wife, 
formerly  of  Kentucky,  lived  till  about  1872.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  J.  McCombs  were  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Will 
iam  F.  McCombs,  the  principal  of'  this  sketch, 
lived  in  Kentucky  till  nine  years  of  age,  when,  in 
1846,  his  father  moved  to  Missouri,  remaining 
there  till  1850.  when  they  journeyed  to  West  Ten- 
nessee. In  1861  our  subject  enlisted  in  Capt. 
High's  company,  Hardee’s  division.  Being  dis- 
charged  in  December  of  the  same  year,  he  again 
entered  the  service  in  1862,  joining  the  First  Ar- 
kansas Cavalry.  Fagan’s  regiment,  afterward 
known  as  Fagan’s  brigade.  He  operated  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River  during  the  en- 
tire time  of  his  war  life;  also  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Cane  Hill,  Peach  Orchard.  Camden,  Poison 
Springs,  Mark’s  Mill.  For  his  bravery  he  was  pro- 
moted to  lieutenant  in  1863,  and  was  dispatched  to 
Austin,  Tex.,  on  business  in  connection  with  the 
Government,  and  as  a consequence  missed  that 
i famous  raid  of  Gen.  Price's  through  Missouri. 
After  his  return  to  his  post  of  duty  he  was  placed 
in  command  of  a company",  which  company  surren- 
dered at  Shreveport,  La.  After  the  close  of  the 
great  conflict,  he  went  to  Marshall,  Tex.,  remain- 
ing here  but  a short  time,  when  he  joined,  his 
father’s  family,  who  had  moved  from  Texas  to  Ar- 
kansas during  the  war.  After  his  arrival  in  Arkan- 
sas he  assumed  charge  of  his  father’s  business, 
selling  goods  on  Bayou  Bartholomew,  and  in  con- 
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neetion  with  this  farmed.  At  the  expiration  of 
one  year,  in  the  fall  of  1866,  with  a capital  of 
82,000.  * placed  a stock  of  goods  in  Hamburg, 
which  at  the  present  time  inventories  nearly 
•815.000,  his  annual  receipts  boing  about  $50,000. 
He  owns  about  10,000  acres  of  land,  7,000  of  which 
are  on  the  bayou,  and  raises  from  4,000  to  5,000 
bales  of  cotton  a year.  His  land  is  worked  on  the 
share  system.  William  F.  in  1865  married  Miss 
Laura  Wiggins  (daughter  of  Samuel  D.  Wiggins), 
who  died  in  1 866 leaving’" him  childless.  In  1810 
he  again  took  to  wife  Miss  Fannie  Pugh,  daughter 
of  Green  W.  Pugh.  To  them  have  been  born 
seven  children  six  living  and  one  dead:  Addie  A., 
William  F. , Jr.,-  Robert  B. , Ashton,  Ethel,  Cora 
and  Edwin  (who  died  in  August,  1885,  aged  three 
years).  In  religion  Air.  and  Airs.  McCombs  wor- 
ship with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  socially 
they  belong  to  the  Iv  & L.  of  H.  Politically  Air. 
AlcCombs  is  a stanch  Democrat,  but  is  not  actively 
interested  in  local  politics.  He  is  a courteous, 
affable  gentleman;  beinglof  a generous  nature 
contributes  liberally  to  all  church,  school,  and 
public  enterprises.  "He  also  J possesses  an  un- 
bounded enthusiasm  in  the  future  welfare  of  South- 
eastern Arkansas,  and  especially  Ashley"  County. 

John  McDermott,  AI.  D.,  is  one  of  the  sue- 
cessful  physicians  of  this  section  of  the  country, 
but  was  born  in  Norfolk,  A’a.,  November  12.  1815, 
being  a son  of  Patrick  McDermott,  a noted  par- 
ticipant in  the.  War  of  1812,  his  death  resulting 
from  yellow  fever  in  1825.  Dr.  AIcDermott  ac- 
quired a good  education  in  his  youth,  and  his  first 
effort  at  earning  his  own  living  was  in  the  capacity 
of  school-teacher,  later  as  a clerk  in  a dry  goods 
store,  after  which  he  began  the  study  of  medicine 
and  has  made  the  practice  of  that  profession  his 
chief  means  of  livelihood  for  the  past  twenty-live 
years.  He  has  been  successful,  is  now  well  fixed 
financially,  and  expects  to  spend  the  rest  of  his 
days  in  the  enjoyment  of  hisjaccumulations.  He 
was  married  to  Alis.s  Alary  Allen,  of  Ashley  County, 
and  to  them  a family  of  six  children  was  born, 
five  of  whom  are  married,  the  single  one  being 
Augusta  A . Airs.  AIcDermott  is  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
A.  F.  & A.  AI. , and  in  his  political  views  is  a 
Democrat.  The  Doctor  is  one  of  nature’s  noble- 
men. and  honesty  of  purpose  and  rectitude  of 
conduct  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty,  have  gained 
him  the  esteem  and  approbation  of  a large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Jacob  AIcDougald  is  of  Scotch  lineage,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  but  was  born  in  Conecuh 
Couuty,  Ala. , in  November.  1839,  to  Archer 
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McDougald  and  wife,  the  former  being  a farmer 
by  occupation,  bis  death  occurring  in  1803  in 
Ashley  County,  Ark.,  whither  he  had  moved  at  an 
early  day.  His  father,  Daniel  McDommld,  was  a 
Tennesseean.  After  the  death  of  his  father  and 
mother,  which  occurred  on  the  same  day.  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  began  an  independent  career, 
but  assumed  the  responsibility  of  his  brothers  and 
sisters  for  three  years  thereafter.  In  .1804  he 
joined  the  Confederate  army,  becoming  a member 
of  Company  D,  Second  Trans- Mississippi  Brigade, 
under  Gen.  Churchill,  and  the  first  engagement 
in  which  he  took  part  was  at  Pleasant  Hill,  and 
later  at  Jenkins’  Ferry.  After  surrendering  at 
Marshal],  Tex.,  in  the  spring  of  1805.  he  came 
home  and  resumed  farming.  He  was  recon 
structed,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  has 
since  been  a loyal  subject  of  “ "Uncle  Sam.”  He 
was  married  in  1805  to  Mrs.  Rogers,  a daughter 
of  John  Franklin,  of  Mississippi,  by  whom  he  has 
had  six  children:  Arch  (deceased),  Alonzo,  Annie. 
Lula,  Otis  and  George.  Alonzo  is  in  Texas,  and 
Eliza  is  the  wife  of  John  Willcoxon,  a farmer  of 
Ashley  County.  Mr.  McDougald  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and 
he  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, politically.  He  is  a man  who  keeps  fully 
apace  with  the  progress  of  his  calling  in  every 
particular,  and  now  has  one  of  the  comfortable  and 
well-kept  homesteads  of  the  county. 

J.  B.  McDuifie  has  been  located  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas  since  1842,  and  has  proved  to  be  a vain 
able  citizen  to  the  community,  especially  in  the 
direction  of  farming,  being  now  the  owner  of  280 
acres  of  line  farming  land  which  will  yield  800 
pounds  of  cotton  and  twenty  bushels  of  corn  to  the 
acre.  He  was  born  in  Georgia,  in  181 1.  to  Dun- 
eau  McDuffie  and  wife,  the  former  being  a soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812  and  also  in  the  Creek  M ar  in 
1830.  He  was  a pioneer  magistrate,  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  died  in  1850.  J.  B.  Me 
Duffie  obtained  a fair  education  in  his  youth,  and 
in  transacting  the  business  affairs  of  life  he  has 
become,  a well-informed,  as  he  has  always  been, 
and  intelligent  man.  He  was  first  married  October 
22.  1842,  to  Miss  Beth i ah  Busby,  but  she  died  at 
the  end  of  four  years,  having  borne  two  children 
that,  died  in  infancy.  His  second  marriage  was  to 
Elizabeth  Young,  who  passed  from  life  in  1855, 
having  given  birth  to  live  children:  John  R.. 

\\  illiam  Young  (deceased),  Sarah  Ann  (deceased), 
George  (deceased),  and  another  child  that  died  in 
infancy.  His  third  marriage  took  place  in  1857, 
his  wife  being  Miss  Fannie  Lows,  who  bore  him 
eight  children:  B.  F.  (married  and  a resident  of 


Ashley  County),  Mary  R.  (deceased  wife  of  D. 
51.  John),  Bethiah  (wife  of  Jeff.  Goodslier),  R.  L. 
(who  married  Miss  Fannie  Smith),  James  O.  (de 
ceased),  Abner  F.  (married  to  Julia  Bartlett), 
Annie  and  Lulu.  During  the  late  Civil  Mar  Mr. 
McDuffie  was  a member  of  a reserve  corps,  and 
since  the  close  of  that  war  he  has  been  a Democrat 
in  his  political  views.  He  has  filled  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  is  now  in  a position  to 
enjoy  the  results  of  his  former  active  career. 

John  C.  Maxwell,  farmer,  Petersburg,  Ark. 
Mr.  Maxwell  ranks  among  the  foremost  cit  izens  of 
Egypt  Township  as  a progressive  and  industrious 
farmer,  and  in  the  management  of  his  farm  dis- 
plays excellent  judgment  and  thoroughness.  He 
is  a native  of  North  Carolina,  his  birth  occurring 
January  20,  1841.  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  P.  and 
Catherine  (Maxwell)  Maxwell.  The  father  fob- 
lowed  farming  the  principal  part  of  his  life.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  the  late  war  he  enlisted,  was 
taken  with  the  small-pox,  and  after  recovering  did 
not  return  to  the  army.  He  died  February  7. 
1883,  and  the  mother  August  19.  1882.  John  C. 
Maxwell  received  a limited  education,  and  started 
out  to  make  his  own  way  in  life  in  1800.  He 
entered  160  acres  of  hill  land  in  Egypt  Township, 
and  this  produces  about  one  half  bale  of  cotton  and 
sometimes  one  bale  to  the  acre,  also  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  bushels  of  corn.  Mr.  Maxwell  now  owns 
240  acres,  has  thirty-five  acres  under  cultivation, 
and  in  connection  with  his  farming  industry  runs 
a saw  mill.  ’ On  October  25,  1801.  he  enlisted  in 
Company  K,  Ninth  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  his 
first  engagement  was  at  the  bloody  and  destructive 
battle  of  Shiloh.  Later  he  was  at  Baker's  Creek. 
He  was  never  captured  nor  wounded,  and  about 
April,  1805.  he  quit  and  came  home  of  his  own 
accord.  On  July  0,  1805,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Lutta  A.  Pennington,  a daughter  of  Philip  Pen- 
nington, of  Louisiana.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max- 
well were  born  the  following  children:  Addison 
M.  (died  in  infancy).  Maggie  D.  (wife  of  William 
51.  Maxwell,  a resident  of  Egypt  Township),  Alex- 
ander 51.  (died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years). 
5Ialcom  51.  (now  seventeen  years  of  age),  Robert 
L.  (fifteen  years  of  age),  John  C.  (thirteen  years 
of  age),  Daniel  P.  (eleven  years  of  age),  William 
D.  (died  at  the  age  of  five  years),  Fred  S.  (is  now- 
six  years  of  age).  Katie  (died  at  four  years  of  age), 
and  Nebraska  (is  now  three  years  old).  5Ir.  5Jax 
wTell  has  been  school  director  for  some  time,  and 
is  active  in  his  support  of  schools  and  churches. 
He  and  5lrs.  5Iaxwell  are  both  members  of  the 
5Iethodis.t  Episcopal  Church.  South.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  .Masonic  lodge,  and  a 5Iaster  51ason. 
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Dr.  Bon  E.  Moore,  physician,  Bartholomew, 
Ark.  Dr.  Moore,  a physician  of  acknowledged 
merit  and  esteem  in  this  portion  of  the  county,  was 
; horn  in  North  Carolina,  February  IS,  1840,  and  is 
the  only  living  representative  of  his  immediate 
family.  One  brother,  Addison,  barely  attained  his 
majority,  when  he  died.  The  parents  of  the  Doc 
tor,  Addison  and  Martha  (Dabbs)  Moore,  were  na 
j fives  of  the  Carolinas.  The  Moores  were  originally 
from  Virginia,  but  moved  to  North  Carolina  at  an 
early  date.  The  Dabbs  were  descendants  of  French 
Huguenots,  who  left  France  on  St.  Bartholomew 
night,  and  came  to  Charleston,  S.  C.  Their  de- 
scendants were  soldiers  in  the  Revolution,  and  are 
related  to  nearly  every  family  by  that  name  in  the 
State.  Dr.  Ben  F.  Moore  attained  his  growth  and 
received  his  education  in  North  Carolina,  attending 
the  University  of  North  Carolina,  Chapel  Hill. 
He  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  E.  F. 
Ash  in  1S58,  and  completed  it  by  graduating  from 
the  University  of  Virginia,  in  i860.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  enlisted  in  Company  H.  Forty  third 
North  Carolina,  and  was  made  first  lieutenant, 
serving  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  all  the 
'way  through.  He  was  in  the  corps  of  Stonewall 
Jackson  at  the  time  of  that  General's  death.  He 
was  in  the  Valley  campaign,  under  Ewing  and 
Early,  at  Spottsylvania,  Gettysburg,  and  was 
wounded  there.  After  this  he  was  in  the  A'alley 
campaign,  participating  in  the  battle  of  the  AN’ il - 
derness,  etc.,  and  was  in  the  army  at  the  surrender 
at  Appomattox,  and  now  has  his  parole,  signed  by 
Gen.  Grant.  Immediately  after  the  war  he  came 
to  Arkansas,  settled  in  Ashley  County,  and  in  con- 
nection with  his  practice  (which  he  has  carried  on 
successfully  ever  since),  he  was  engaged  in  cul- 
tivating the  soil.  He  has  a small  plantation  of 
125  acres  open,  and  works  on  the  share  system. 
He  was  married  in  1801,  to  Miss  Lydia  Sturdvant. 

; a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  they  have  three 
children—  two  daughters  and  a son:  Pink,  Lydia 

and  Strausv.  Dr.  Moore  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  K.  of  P.  and  K.  of  H.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat, politically,  and  has  been  chosen  as  member 
elect  to  represent  his  county  in  the  Legislature  of 
Arkansas.  He  has  resided  in  this  county  long 
enough  to  have  witnessed  many  changes,  and  not 
until  1808  were  there  any  great  improvements 
! made. 

John  \V.  Morris,  merchant  and  planter.  Pop- 
lar Bluff.  Ark.  This  prominent  and  successful 
business  man  was  originally  from  North  Carolina, 
his  birth  occurring  on  October  S.  1 S T 1 . and  is  a son 
of  William  and  M.  (Forehand)  (Morris,  arid  one  of 
eight  children,  five  now  living.  William  (Morris 


followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  moved  from 
Carolina  to  Arkansas  in  June.  1848,  remaining 
there  until  1868,  after'  which  he  resided  in  Jack- 
son  Parish  until  his  death.  His  widow  is  still  liv- 
ing. He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
John  W.  (Morris,  the  only  one  of  the  children  in 
Arkansas,  came  with  his  parents  to  Ashley  County, 
Ark.,  and  there  his  father  opened  a farm  in  Beech 
Creek  Township.  There  John  NY.  grew  to  man- 
hood and  received  a limited  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  not  attending  more  than  a year 
altogether.  In  1861  he  shouldered  his  musket 
and  enlisted  in  Capt.  Lambert’s  company,  and 
soon  after  entered  a company  organized  by  Dr. 
Reece,  of  Poplar  Bluff.  He  was  stationed  on  the 
Mississippi  River  most  of  the  time,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Island  No.  10,  and  Uptou- 
ville,  where  he  was  captured.  He  was  coniined  in 
Camp  Butler,  111.,  six  months,  and  was  then  sent 
to  Vicksburg,  where  he  was  exchanged.  From 
there  he  went  to"  Jackson,  then  to  Port,  Hudson, 
and  after  this  was  home  on  a furlough.  Later  he 
joined  Daugherty's  Command,  and  was  with  Gen. 
Price  on  his  raid  through  (Missouri.  While  on  the 
: east  side  of  the  river  Mr.  Morris  belonged  to  the 
) Fortieth  Tennessee,  and  while  on  the  west  side  to 
; the  Fifteenth  Arkansas.  On  the  return  from 
Missouri,  and  at  the  Arkansas  River,  his  division 
I left  the  main  command  and  came  on  home.  Mr. 
Morris  began  farming  on  the  old  home  place,  where 
he  remained  until  1866,  and  then  farmed  for  two 
years  on  the  bayou.  In  the  fall  of  1868  lie  en- 
gaged in  business  with  White,  and  they  at  that 
time  did  a nourishing  business.  Mr.  Morris  has 
been  in  business  here  ever  since.  He  is  the  owner 
of  6,000  acres  of  land,  has  opened  1.442  acres. 
The  most  of  this  he  rents,  out,  cash  rent  at  84 
per  acre.  He  has  been  twice  married,  the  first 
time  to  Miss  Georgia  Scogin,  daughter  of  Berry 
Scogin.  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three 
children — one  who  died  when  quite  young,  Mary 
Frances  (wife  of  Dr.  Holliday,  living  in  Poplar 
1 Bluff  ),  and  George  (age  twelve  years).  Airs.  Mor- 
ris died  in  1878,  and  our  subject's  second  marriage 
| was  to  Miss  Mollie  H.  Hawkins,  daughter  of  Capt. 
M.  L.  Hawkins,  of  Hamburg.  They  have  two 
children — a son  and  daughter— Johnny  and  Her- 
man. Airs.  Alorris  is  a member  of  the  Alethodist 
Church.  Socially  Air.  Alorris  is  a member  of  the 
Alasonic  fraternity,  the  K.  of  P. , the  K.  of  H.. 
and  the  Eastern  Star.  In  politics  he  is  Democratic. 

AV.  H.  and  Josiah  T.  Murphy,  farmers,  Ham- 
burg. Ark.  These  brothers  were  born  in  Georgia, 
on  October  20.  1866.  and  July  20,  1868.  respect 
ively,  -and  were  the  sons  of  Josiah  Murphy,  who 
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was  also  a native  of  the  Empire  State  of  the  South. 
The  father  was  a prominent  merchant  at  Jefferson- 
ville. was  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years, 
lie  moved  to  Ashley  County,  Ark.,  in  1800,  bought 
500  acres  of  land,  cultivated  about  150  acres,  and 
there  his  death  occurred  two  years  later.  The  two 
brothers  were  in  the  Confederate  army  in  the  late 
war,  the  elder  enlisting  in  Company  A.  Bell’s  reg- 
iment, and  Josiah  T.,  under  Gen.  Price.  The  lat- 
ter was  at  Cane  Hill,  Helena,  Jenkins  Ferry,  etc. 
The  company  was  disbanded  at  Marshall,  Tex., 
while  he  was  home  on  a furlough.  The  elder  Mr. 
Murphy  was  also  with  Gen.  Price,  and  was  capt- 
ured at  Port  Hudson.  Later  he  was  paroled  and 
returned  home.  Afterward  he  was  under  Gen. 
Fagan  around  Mark’s  Mill.  Both  brothers  returned 
home  at  the  close  of  hostilities  and  resumed  their 
work  on  the  farm  in  Ashley  County.  They  now 
own  500  acres  of  lard,  and  are  men  of  ability  and 
judgment.  Their  farming-  operations  are  con- 
ducted in  a manner  indicative  of  progressive, 
thorough  agriculturists,  and  they  are  among  the 
foremost  to  aid  any  movement  which  tends  to  ben- 
efit the  county  or  their  fellow  men.  Josiah  T. 
Murphy  w7as  married  on  May  11,  1871,  to  Miss 
Nannie  Thompson,  of  Ashley  County,  and  the 
daughter  of  A.  L.  Thompson,  who  was  a pioneer 
planter  of  Ashley  County,  and  a native  of  South 
Carolina.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  were  born 
two  living  children.  Both  children  are  in  Ham- 
burg, the  son  clerking  for  P.  M.  Moore,  and 
the  daughter  still  attending  school.  Mr.  Murphy 
himself  was  educated  in  the  private  schools,  and 
his  wife  received  her  education  in  the  Uuionville 
Seminary.  Mrs.  Murphy  has  one  brother  and  two 
sisters.  The  brother  is  a bachelor,  but  one  of  the 
sisters  married  A.  H.  Wilson,  of  Hamburg.  Mr. 
Josiah  Murphy  and  brother  commenced  farming  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  this  occupation  they 
have  since  carried  on.  The}'  are  both  Democratic  in 
their  political  views,  and  J.  T.  is  a member  of  the 
Iv.  of  P.  Mrs.  Murphy  joined  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South,  in  187(1. 

Hon.  George  W.  Norman.  Within  the  limits 
of  Ashley  County,  Ark.,  there  is  not  a man  of 
greater  personal  popularity  than  Mr.  Norman,  a 
man  of  recognized  worth  and  substantial,  progress- 
ive spirit.  He  was  born  in  Bibb  County,  Ga., 
December  18,  1829,  and  when  eight  or  nine  years 
of  age  was  taken  to  Forsyth,  Monroe  County,  Ga., 
where  superior  scholastic  advantages  were  to  be 
had,  ami  of  which  he  received  the  benefit.  After 
studying  for  several  years  in  the  private-schools  of 
this  place  lie,  in  April,  1847,  entered  the  State 


University  of  Georgia  as  a sophomore  half  ad- 
vanced, and  graduated  in  August,  1849,  with  the 
first  honors  in  a class  of  forty-seven  students.  He 
immediately  entered  the  law  office  of  the  Hon. 
Washington  Poe,  a distinguished  attorney  of 
Macon,  Ga. . and  was  admitted  to  practice  by  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  month  of  March,  1850. 
After  remaining  in  his  native  State  until  1859,  he 
removed  to  Arkansas,  and  has  resided  at  Hamburg, 
Ashley  County,  ever  since.  His  ability  soon 
became  recognized,  and  in  1862  he  was  elected  by 
his  numerous  friends  to  the  State  Senate  from  the 
counties  of  Ashley,  Chicot  and  Drew,  receiving  a 
majority  of  the  votes  in  each  county,  and  defeating 
two  distinguished  competitors.  In  1808  he  repre- 
sented Ashley  County  in  the  “Reconstruction’’ 
Constitutional  Convention,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  Democrats  in  that  body.  Plis  speech 
against  the  constitution  and  upon  the  race  question 
has  been  pronounced  almost  prophetic.  When  his 
term  of  office  had  expired  he  returned  to  his  home, 
resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession,  but  was  not 
long  allowed  to  remain  in  retirement,  for  in  1874 
he  was  again  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  Ash- 
ley and  Drew  Counties  without  opposition,  and 
this  time  served  a term  of  four  years.  He  look  a 
prominent  part  in  shaping  legislation  to  meet  the 
changed  circumstances  of  fhe  country  resulting 
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: from  the  overthrow  of  the  “carpet-bag’’  govern- 
ment, and,  in  fact,  was  a patriotic  public  servant, 
for  he  undoubtedly  had  the  interests  of  the  country 
at  heart,  and  proved  that  he  so  had  in  all  his 
actions.  His  public  life,  with  the  exception  of 
occasional  service  as  special  judge,  has  been  con- 
fined to  that  above  referred  to.  Ho  is  at  present 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  with  W.  T.  Wool- 
dridge, Esq.,  under  the  tirm  name  of  Norman  & 
Wooldridge.  His  father.  Judge  William  S.  Nor- 
man.*  of  New7  London,  Union  Countv.  Ark.,  is 
now  nearly  eighty-eight  years  old,  and  is  the  son 
of  George  Norman  who  emigrated  from  Virginia 
to  Georgia  about  1790  with  his  father,  William 
Norman,  who  was  a Revolutionary  soldier  in 
Weedon’s  celebrated  Virginia  brigade,  and  was 
commanded  by  Gen.  LuFayette  at  the  battle  of 
i Brandywine,  being  severely  wounded  in  the  knee 
in  that  engagement.  The  Biitish  bullet,  flattened 
and  cut,  and  the  piece  of  bone  taken  from  the  leg, 
are  heirlooms  in  the  family.  Gen.  LaFayette  was 
wounded  in  the  same  battle,  and  Judge.  W.  S. 
Nurman  says  that  he  has  often  heard  his  grand 
I father,  William  Norman,  say  that  he  was  standing 
1 near  the  General  when  he  received  the  wound,  and 

Since  .above  was  written  Judge  \\\  S.  Norman  has  departed 
this  life. 
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that  tli <-»  Marquis  had  dismounted  and  was  endeav- 
oring to  rally  the  troops  at  the  time,  although  the 
history  of  the  battle  states  that  he  was  wounded 
while  on  horseback.  Hon.  George  IV.  Norman 
has  a family  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  reside 
in  Hamburg.  He  belongs  to  a long-lived  familv, 
for  in  addition  to  his  father's  advanced  years,  the 
mother  is  in  her  eighty-fourth  year.  Personally, 
and  in  every  private  relation  and  duty  of  life,  too 
much  praise  can  not  be  given  Mr.  Norman,  for  he 
is  the  soul  of  honor,  liberal,  generous  and  high 
minded,  a warm  and  faithful  friend,  and  his  life 
has  been  made  fragrant  with  kind  and  manly  deeds. 
As  a lawyer  he  has  not  his  superior  in  the  State, 
and  his  reputation  as  an  advocate  and  public 
speaker  is  widespread. 

\\  . N.  Nutt,  farmer,  Hamburg,  Ark.  Promi- 
nently identified  with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
Ashley  County  stands  the  name  of  Mr.  Nutt,  who 
is  one  of  the  substantial  and  progressive  men  now 
residing  there.  He  was  originally  from  Georgia, 
his  birth  occurring  in  Marion  County  on  Decern 
her  15,  1846,  and  is  a son  of  James  M.  and  Sarah 
A.  (Chapman)  Nutt,  natives  of  South  Carolina,  and 
grandson  of  Jonathan  Nutt,  who  came  to  Georgia 
atari  early  day.  James  M.  Nutt  was  a farmer, 
and  came  to  Arkansas  in  1851.  He  reared  but  two 
children  to  maturity.  In  1862  he  entered  to  Con- 
federate army,  and  died  in  Mississippi,  the  same 
year.  His  widow  is  still  living.  IV.  M.  Nutt  came 
to  Arkansas  with  his  father  in  1851,  and  after  the 
latter’s  death,  took  charge  of  the  family.  The 
father  had  purchased  a farm  in  Beech  Creek,  re- 
siding for  one  year  on  the  bayou,  and  owned  at 
different  times  several  farms,  being  quite  well  off 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  W.  M.  Nutt  had  to 
commence  anew,  as  the  land  went  back  to  the  State. 
He  rented  for  several  years,  and  then  bought  the 
place  where  he  now  lives,  consisting  of  180  acres. 

* . O 

in  IS  <3.  At  the  present  time  he  has  eighty  acres 
in  cultivation,  has  a good  house  and  outbuildings, 
and  two  acres  in  orchard.  In  1870  he  was  mar 
ried  to  Miss  Sallie  E.  Dew,  and  they  have  four 
children:  William  W.,  John  D. , Clyde  E.  and 
Garland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nutt  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  politically  he  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party.  The  land  makes  three- 
fourths  of  a bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre,  twenty-five 
bushels  of  corn,  a good  crop  of  oats,  and  he  raises 
all  kinds  of  garden  vegetables. 

Daniel  G.  Owen,  miller.  Portland.  Ark.  Born 
in  New  York  State,  August  17.  1843.  Mr.  Owen 
grew  to  manhood  in  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  and 
when  about  eighteen  years  off  age  entered  the  lum- 
ber business.  Leaving  Wisconsin  in  1872,  he 
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came  to  Memphis,  Term.,  remained  as  foreman  for 
G.  M.  Venable  for  two  years,  and  then  went  to 
Greenville,  where  he  tilled  the  same  position  for 
N.  B.  Johnston  & Co.  From  there  he  went  to 
Moss  Point,  worked  for  Griffin  <fc  Co.,  and  later 
engaged  with  W.  B.  Norris  & Co.,  with  whom  he 
remained  one  year.  He  then  came  to  Chicot 
County,  Ark.,  ran  a mill  there  for  about  a year, 
and  then  made  his  advent  into  Ashley  County,  in 
1 SSO.  His  mill  is  located  two  and  a half  miles 
from  Portland;  he  has  a twenty  horse  power  mill, 
and  cuts  from  5,000  to  6,000  feet  of  lumber  daily. 
There  are  but  two  mills  located  on  the  bayou  now  — 
Mr.  Owen's  and  that  of  Cross  A Banny,  two  miles 
above  Poplar  Bluff.  5Ir.  Owen  is  one  of  the  old 
and  prominent  lumbermen,  and  thoroughly  under 
stands  his  business.  He  cuts  cypress  lumber,  it 
being  one-fourth  first  class,  but  the  pine  is  not  iirst- 
elass,  and  is  known  as  “lob  lolly.”  The  hardwood 
compares  well  with  a like  class  of  timber  in  any 
place  he  has  ever  cut.  At  a rough  estimate  there 
are  perhaps  50,000,000  feet  of  cypress  timber  in 
the  county.  The  bayou  country  is  covered  by  cy- 
press, hickory,  and  the  different  varieties  of  oak. 
On  the  extreme  eastern  line  there  is  an  immense 
growth  of  small  hickorv,  suitable  for  ax  handles. etc. 

F.  C.  Parker,  attorney  and  planter,  Snyder, 
Ark.  The  parents  of  this  representative  citizen, 
Stephen  and  Mary  W.  (Ross)  Parker,  were  natives, 
respectively,  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and 
their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children, 
our  subject  being  the  eldest  in  order  of  birth: 
Stephen  W..  Rodusco  P.,  James  M , Isaac  B.  and 
M ary  J.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in 
March,  1845,  and  the  father  .afterward  married 
Miss  Mercy  D.  Cook  (1847).  She  was  also  a 
native  of  Georgia,  and  by  her  marriage  became 
the  mother  of  four  children — three  daughters  and 
a son:  Mi  souri  C.,  Sarah  C.,  Elizabeth  O.  and 
Stephen  O.  The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupa 
tion  and  minister  in  the  Baptist  Church.  He  was 
one  of  the  leaders  in  organizing  the  churches  of 
Georgia,  and  was  a man  of  ability  and  prominence. 
He  died  in  Georgia  in  1855.  The  mother  was 
also  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  F.  C. 
Parker  received  a fair  education  in  Georgia,  as- 
sisted his  father  on  the  farm  until  grown,  and  on 
October  22,  1853.  he  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda 
A.  Glanton,  a native  of  Georgia  and  the  daughter 
of  Densy  and  Amanda  Glanton.  Mr.  Parker  emi- 
grated to  Arkansas  in  1851,  and  began  practicing 
law.  which  he  has  followed  ever  since.  In  Decern 
her,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a recruit  in  the  Confederate 
army,-  Capt.  Carr’s  company.  Ninth  Arkansas 
Regiment,  while  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky. , and  his 


■ 

. 

■ 


HISTORY  Or  ARKANSAS. 


it  1(3 


first  principal  engagements  were  at  Shiloh  and 
Corinth.  He  surrendered  at  Vicksburg  and  later 
j came  home,  where  he  taught  school  for  one  year.  In 
1807  he  began  farming,  and  this  occupation  he  has 
carried  on  ever  since.  On  August  17.  1881,  he 
married  Miss  Martha  J.  Hill,  a native  of  Ashley 
County,  Ark.,  and  the  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Mary 
A.  Hill.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  thisnnion; 
Stephen  T.  (deceased).  Lader  (deceased),  Mary  I.. 
Carrol  and  Frank  (the  last  two  being  twins,  and 
the  former  deceased),  and  Callie  D,  (who  died  at 
the  age  of  seven  months).  Air.  Parker  is  the 
owner  of  about  1,80)  acres  of  good  land  and  lias 
150  acres  under  cultivation.  He  has  taken  an  in- 
fluential part  in  promoting  the  various  interests  of 
the  county,  and  is  a foremost  man  among  the  agri- 
culturists. He  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  and  other  local  positions  of  trust.  He  and 
Airs.  Parker  are  members  of  the  Alissionary  Bap 
tist  Church. 

John  H.  Pryor.  Among  the  most  important 
as  well  as  popular  drug  stores  in  Hamburg.  Ark., 
is  that  belonging  to  Mr.  Pryor,  who  is  acknowl- 
edged lo  be  one  of  the  most  efficient  druggists  in 
the  county.  He  was  born  in  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
December  8,  1846.  and  is  a son  of  Rev.  John 
Pryor,  a Alethodist  minister,  and  a Tennesseean  by 
birth  who  came  to  Arkansas,  in  1846,  and  here 
reared  a family  of  six  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living.  John  II.  Prvor  spent  his  early  life  chiefly 
in  Dallas.  Howard.  Hempstead  and  Ashley  Comi- 
ties, and  succeeded  in  obtaining  a good  practical 
education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
entered  the  Confederate  army,  enlisting  in  the 
Second  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Alark's  Alill  and  Poison  Springs,  and 
was  then  with  Price  od  his  raid  in  Alissouri,  taking 
part  in  all  the  battles  of  that  campaign.  While  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  Trinity  River,  Texas,  news 
came  of  the  fall  of  the  Confederacy  and,  accord- 
ingly, they  disbanded  and  came  home,  his  parents 
■ then  residing  in  Nashville.  Howard  County.  In 
January,  1867,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nesson,  of 
Hempstead  County,  and  shortly  after  removed  to 
Ashley  County,  farming,  the  first  year,  on  Bayou 
Bartholomew,  but  purchasing  the  next  year  a farm 
on  the  hills.  In  June.  i860,  lie  purchased  the 
drug  establishment  of  Dickinson  A Co.,  in  Ham- 
burg, and  has  been  the  proprietor  of  the  same  ever 
since.  He  is  a Democrat  and  belongs  to  the  fol 
lowing  social  organizations:  A.  F.  A A.  AT.  lv.  of 
P. , and  K.  of  PI.  Two  sons  have  blessed  his 
union:  Edwin  W.  :,ud  John  H.,  Jr.  Air.  Pryor’s 
store  is  tastefully  fitted  up.  and  is  well  stocked 
with  a complete  assortment  of  drugs,  chemicals,  etc. , ; 


and  he  has  become  well  known  for  the  skill,  exacti- 
tude and  promptness  with  which  he  prepares  pre- 
scriptions. 

John  D.  Pugh.  Prominent  among  the  dry 
goods  merchants  of  Hamburg.  Ark.,  stands  the 
name  of  Air.  Pugh,  and  his  brother,  who  have  been 
connected  with  the  mercantile  interests  of  the 
place  since  1882.  Air.  Pugh  was  born  in  Alarsliall 
County,  Aliss.,  Alay  28.  1839,  being  a son  of  Green- 


aud  moved  to  Alississippi  about  1830,  where  they 
reared  a family  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  living.  The  Pugh  family  came  to  America  from 
Wales,  about  1(390.  and  settled  in  North  Carolina, 
one  branch  afterward  going  to  Ohio-  James  L. 
Pugh,  of  Georgia,  being  a member  of  another 
branch.  Whether  or  not  any  members  of  the 
family  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  has 
never  been  ascertained  to  a certainty,  but  James 
R.  Pugh,  the  grandfather,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Creek  and  Seminole  Wars.  Greenwood  Pugh 
moved  to  Ashley  County.  Ark.,  in  1850.  and  settled 
I ten  miles  west  of  Hamburg,  where  he  entered 
! land,  and  opened  up  a farm,  living  there  until  his 
! death,  in  1883,  he  at  that  time  being  a member  of 
the  Primitive  Baptist  Church.  In  this  county  John 
D.  Pugh  grew  to  manhood,  his  schooling  being 
limited  to  twelve  months.  When  about  eighteen 
years  of  age,  he  began  clerking  for  Christian  A 
Norris,  in.  a warehouse  at  Marie  Saline,  but  at  the 
end  of  two  years  began  following  the  same  calling 
in  Three  Creeks.  Fniou  County,  but  on  Alay  20. 
1861,  gave  up  this  calling  to  enlist  in  the  Confed- 
erate service,  becoming  a member  of  Company  A. 
Third  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  was  in  the  Army  of 
Virginia.  lirst.  under  Hood,  then  under  Long- 
street.  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Greenbrier, 
seven  days’  right  at  Richmond.  Gettysburg.  Au- 
tietam,  Fredericksburg  and  the  Wilderness.  He 
was  wounded  so  severely  at  Gettysburg  that  he  was 
off  duty  for  seven  months,  after  which  he  rejoined 
his  command  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  only  to  be  once  more  wounded. 
This  closed  his  career  as  a soldier,  and  in  1865  he 
returned  to  his  home  in  Arkansas,  and  began  sell- 
ing dry  goods  at  Orion,  but  a year  and  a half 
later  moved  to  Johns ville,  Bradley  County,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  merchandising  from  18*>S  to 
1882.  He  then  closed  out  and  came  to  -Hamburg, 
and  here,  in  connection  with  his  brother,  he  has 
been  in  business  ever  since.  On  January  29.  I8ii7. 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ali.-s  Lottie  Hamp- 
ton, of  Bradley  County,  and  by  her  has  a family 
of  eight  children:  Frank  N..  George  B..  Rob- 

ert. E.,  Thomas  Hampton,  Susan  E..  J amis  L. , 
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Effie  and  Lottie  L.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pugli  are 
worthy  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
he  belongs  to  the  Tv.  of  H. , and  in  1884  was  a 
member  of  the  Town  Board. 

John  C.  Pyron  has,  from  his  earliest  youth, 
pursued  the  career  of  an  agriculturist,  and  is  1 
recognized  as  one  of  the  careful,  energetic  til- 
lers  of  the  soil  of  Ashley  County,  and  by  his  pro- 
gressive views  has  done  much  to  improve  the 
farming  interests  in  this  section.  He  was  born  in 
Mecklenburg  County,  N.  C. , to  William  Pyron 
and  wife,  the  former  of  whom  was  a soldier  in  the  : 
Florida  War.  also  the  War  of  1812,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  October.  1844.  John  C.  Pyron  moved 
from  North  Carolina  to  Mississippi,  in  October, 
1845,  then  came  in  November.  1850,  and  entered 
land  in  Columbia  County.  Ark.,  and  there  remained 
engaged  in  farming  until  1859.  when  he  came  to 
Ashley  County,  and  here,  in  1802,  was  detailed  as  a 
I tanner  for  the  Confederacy,  and  this  trade  followed 
until  1807.  His  present  farm,  which  comprises 
400  acres,  came  into  his  possession  in  1809,  and  he 
now  has  thirty  acres  under  cultivation,  the  yield  of 
cotton  and  corn  per  acre  being  an  average  amount,  i 
He  is  interested  in  the  raising  of  horses,  cattle  and 
hogs,  and  everything  about  his  place  is  kept  in  ! 
i good  condition,  all  necessary  buildings  forming  a 
prominent  feature  of  the  improvements.  He  has  i 
always  affiliated  with  the  Democrat  party,  and 
in  1858  was  elected  to  the  position  of  justice  ' 
of  the  peace,  being  afterward  appointed  by  the 
governor  until  1870,  when  he  resigned.  He  was  | 
married  in  January,  1852,  to  Miss  Mary  Isabella  , 
Collock,  by  whom  he  has  a family  of  six  children: 
Tralucia  Jane  (wife  of  J.  P.  Oliver),  Mary  L.  (wife  j 
of  IP  M.  L.  Baker).  Sarah  J.  (wife  of  j.  S.  Bul- 
lock), W.  A.  (who  married  Mary  Locke),  J.  B. 
(who  married  Theodocia  Lambert)  and  Ephey 
Viola.  Mr.  Pyron  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A 
A.  M.,  and  he  and  Mrs  Pyron  are  members  of  the  | 
Mi  ssionarv  Baptist  Church. 

Robert  It.  Radford  is  a merchant  of  Poplar 
Bluff,  Ark.,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he 
is  a native  Georgian,  born  September  IN,  1849.  he 
has  resided  in  Ashley  County,  Ark.,  since  1872, 
and  has  fully  identified  himself  with  every  interest 
in  the  same.  His  parents,  James  L.  and  Martha 
J.  (Ezell)  Radford,  were  also  born  in  Georgia,  and 
there  reared  a family  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
are  now  living:  One  brother  in  Arkansas,  two  sis 
ters  in  Texas,  one  sister  in  Georgia  and  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  resided  in  his  native  State 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  His;  educa- 
tion, although  received  in  the  common  schools,  was 
thorough,  and  on  coming  to  this  county  he  was 


better  equipped  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world 
than  the  majority  of  boys.  After  farming  six  years 
in  Extra  and  Bastrop  Townships,  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  W L.  Blanks  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Poplar  Bluff,  the  style  of  the  firm  being 
Radford  A Blanks.  Iu  addition  to  a half  owner- 
ship in  this  establishment,  he  is  the  owner  of  260 
acres  of  land  on  Gum  Ridge,  150  acres  of  which 
are  under  cultivation.  As  a merchant,  he  is  doing 
a prosperous  business,  and  as  he  and  his  partner 
are  perfectly  honorable  in  all  their  dealings,  and 
accommodating  besides,  they  fully  deserve  the  ex- 
tensive patronage  which  they  now  enjoy.  He  has 
always  been  a Democrat,  and  in  1889  was  elected 
to  till  an  unexpired  term  as  county  and  circuit, 
clerk.  He  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P. , the  K.  of  H. . 
and  he  and  his  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1881.  are 
earnest  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mrs. 
Radford  was  formerly  Miss  Tulitha  Sammons,  a 
daughter  of  John  Sammons,  and  her  union  with 
Mr.  Radford  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren: Lulor  May  and  Antoinette.  Both  Mr.  Rad- 
ford’s parents  were  English. 

John  F.  Ramsaur.  planter,  Hamburg,  Ark. 
This  prominent  agriculturist  was  originally  from 
North  Carolina,  his  birth  occurring  in  that  State 
on  January  17,  1819.  and  is  one  of  the  old  and 
much  esteemed  citizens  of  this  county.  His  father, 
Jonas  Ramsaur,  was  a pioneer  planter  of  North 
Carolina.  Iu  that  State  our  subject  grew  to  man- 
hood, and  as  public  schools  were  few  and  acade- 
mies and  colleges  almost  unknown,  as  a matter  of 
course  his  education  was  limited.  When  he 
reached  twenty-one  years  of  age,  lie-  engaged  in 
the  tannery  business,  which  lie  carried  on  for  ten 
years.  In  1847  he  went  to  Mississippi,  located 
in  Marshall  County,  near  Holly  Springs,  and  there 
farmed  for  about  ten  years.  Not  being  altogether 
satisfied,  he  moved  to  Arkansas  in  the  winter  of 
1858-59.  bought  land  and  added  to  this  until 
he  owned  1,200  acres  of  beautiful  hill  land.  At 
(he  present  time  he  is  the  owner  of  800  acres  of 
land,  and  has  100  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
was  married  on  January  15.  1846,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Ramsaur,  a cousin,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  one  child.  Mrs.  Ramsaur  died  in  June.  1848, 
and  her  little  daughter  is  now  grown,  and  the  wife 
of  W.  P.  Shuford.  of  Fort  Smith.  Ark.  Mr.  Ram- 
saur was  married,  the  second  time,  in  1851,  to  Miss 
C.  P.  Wellborn,  of  Mississippi,  and  the'  daughter 
of  Maj.  W.  W.  Wellborn,  who  was  a noted  par- 
ticipant in  the  Creek  and  Seminole  War.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ramsaur  have  been  born  seven  children, 
three -of  whom  are  living:  Clark  W.  (born  Novem- 
ber 29.  1851);  Susan  E.  (born  January  6.  1856), 
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and  \\ 'ill io  E.  (born  in  October,  1808).  Clark  A . 
married  Hiss  Dora,  daughter  of  Gen.  J.  L.  Haw- 
kins, and  to  them  were  born  six  children.  Susan 
E.  is  now  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Lawson,  married  in 
1SS0,  and  is  now  the  mother  of  four  children.  Air. 
Ramsaur  has  been  an  honored  member  of  the. 
Presbyterian  Church  for  forty  years,  and  is  at  this 
time  an  elder  in  the  same.  He  helped  to  build 
! and  did  most  of  the  organizing  of  the  first  church 
in  Ashley  County,  and  is  a mau  who  takes  a first, 
place  in  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  same. 

George  H.  Richardson  is  a native  of  Drew 
County,  Ark.,  his  birth  occurring  in  the  month  of 
Alay,  1855.  and  he  was  reared  in  that  county  on 
his  father's  farm.  In’s  early  education  being  self- 
acquired.  In  the  month  of  September,  1879, 
Aliss  Alattie  Harville,  of  Ashley  County,  became 
his  wife,  she  being  a daughter  of  J.  F.  Harville. 
and  by  Air.  Richardson  she  became  the  mother  of  live 
children:  William  F.,  John  H. . Alary  Sue.  Blanche 
and  Rosa  Dell.  Air.  Richardson  commenced 
business  in  Alilo  with  about  8400.  selling  general 
merchandise  on  commission  for  I.  D.  Rutledge,  of 
Alonticello,  and  at  the  death  of  this  gentleman  he 
bought  the  stock  of  goods  and  continued  the  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  and  has  followed  this 
occupation  ever  since.  His  sales  the  first  year 
amounted  to  $1,500,  the  second  year  to  $4,000, 
and  in  1890  to  $15,000,  his  stock  of  goods  amount- 
ing to  about  $5,000.  On  February  1,  1889,  he 
became  associated  in  business  with  a Air.  Harville, 
and  in  addition  to  managing  their  mercantile 
establishment  they  also  conduct  the  post-office  at 
Alilo,  and  are  engaged  in  handling  cotton  and 
country  produce  in  general.  In  1SS4  and  1885  he 
tilled  the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
although  he  always  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  he 
is  not  a very  active  politician.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  A A AI. , the  lv  of  H.,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Christian  Church-  His  father.  W.  C.  Rich- 
ardson, died  in  camp  while  serving  in  the  late 
War  in  February,  1892. 

Tl  jomas  J.  Shelton  was  born  in  Lincoln  County. 
Tenn. . Alarch  3,  lS.'S,  his  father.  Fillmore  Shelton, 
dying  of  small-pox  in  Tennessee,  in  183  i.  Thomas 
j J.  received  a somewhat  limited  education,  and  on 
February  15.  1848.  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and 
entered  100  acres  of  land  in  Ashley  County,  but 
by  industry  and  economy  has  become  the  owner  of 
200  acres,  lifty  of  the  same  being  under  cultivation 
and  yielding  one-half  bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre.  He 
was  married  June  12,  1844,  to  Aliss  Alary  '(N  il son,  of 
Tennessee,  a daughter  of  William  Wilson,  a 
j school-teacher  and  cabinet-maker,  and  the  fruits 


of  this  union  were  nine  children,  four  of  whom 
are  now'  living:  Alary  Elizabeth  (wife  of  T.  A. 

Allen),  Susan  AT.  (wife  of  J.  T.  Wimberly)-,  John 
Alexander  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  both  sons  being 
married.  Air.  Shelton  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
service  in  Alarch.  1802.  being  a member  of  Com- 
pany F.  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  was  after- 
ward in  the  engagement  at  Corinth  and  in 
numerous  skirmishes.  About  this  time  he  became 
afflicted  with  rheumatism,  and  being  'unfitted  for 
duty,  was  finally  discharged  and  returned  home. 
On  July  30,  1875,  his  estimable  wife  was  called  to 
her  long  home,  and  Air.  Shelton’s  second  marriage 
took  place  December  23,  18  i i,  the  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  being  F.  E.  Daniel,  a daughter  of 
William  and  F.  C.  Daniel,  of  Ashley  County,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views,  and  a farmer  by  occupation,  hi  - death 
occurring  November  22.  1871.  he  being  still  sur- 
vived by  his  widow.  Air.  Shelton  and  his  present 
wife  have  two  children:  Jessie  Waller,  born  Novem- 
ber, 1880,  and  William  Jackson,  born  February 
9.  1883.  He  has  always  supported  the  measures 
of  the  Democratic  party,  is  a member  of  the  A.  F. 
& A.  AI. , a free  contributor  to  w'ortliy  enterprises, 
and  he  and  wife  belong  to  the  Aletliodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  Air.  Shelton  experienced  many 
hardships  on  first  coming  to  this  country  as  it  was 
very  wild  and  unsettled.  In  1S4S  he  and  an 
uncle  rented  a farm  for  $375  in  Chicot  County, 
but  as  he  was  sick  with  chills  for  eighteen  months 
he  was  unable  to  raise  a crop.  Upon  recovering 
slightly  he  borrowed  a horse  of  a neighbor  on 
which  he  placed  his  wife  and  one  hoy.  and  he 
walked  to  Ashley  County,  settling  on  a woodland 
farm.  Game  was  very  abundant,  and  on  the  tlesh 
of  wild  animals  they  lived  for  some  time.  AH. 
Shelton  made  one  crop  on  the  farm  on  which  he 
settled,  then  sold  out.-  and  on  t fie  next  made  two 
crons,  selling  again,  and  residing  on  his  third  farm 
until  1875.  when  he  came  to  his  present  farm. 
From  1849  until  1852.  although  a tiller  of  the  soil, 
he  did  not  have  a horse,  borrowing  of  his 
neighbors,  for  the  use  of  which  he  paid  in  work. 
He-  at  one  time  borrowed  some  money  of  a Air. 
Willis  with  which  to  enter  land,  and  at  the  end  of 
four  years  paid  the  money  back  with  10  per  cent 
interest,  although  AH.  Willis  had  not  taken  his 
note  or  a mortgage  on  his  place.  Air.  Shelton's 
career  is  well  worthy  the  emulation  of  the-  rising 
generation,  for  it  teaches  that  perseverance,  indus- 
try, and  above  all.  honest v.  will  have  its  reward. 

F L.  Sherrer,  AI.  D. . Portland.  Ark  The'  ca- 
reer of  Dr.  Sherrer  as  a physician  and  surgeon  is 
well  and  favorably  known  to  the  citizens  of  Ashley 
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County,  for  ho  Jias  built.  up  a patronage  highly 
complimentary  to  his  ability  in  the  medical  profes- 
sion. He  owes  his  nativity  to  Alabama,  his  birth 
occurring  in  that  State  oil  September  24.  1841, 
and  is  a son  of  John  M.  and  Jane  I.  (Reed)  Slier- 
rer.  the  father  a native  of  (4  corgi  a,  and  the  mother 
of  Kentucky.  John  M.  came  to  Ashley  County. 
Ark.,  in  185b.  located  at  Poplar  Bluff,  and  there 
his  death  occurred  in  1808.  His  wife  had  died  in 
1852,  and  he  had  married,  the  second  time,  to  Hiss 
Emma  Seymour.  He  reared  five  children — three 
by  his  first  wife  and  two  by  his  second.  Only  one 
of  these  besides  our  subject  now  living.  Loraine, 
wife  of  John  Heard  now  residing  near  Shiloh, 
La.  The  second  wife  died  in  1871.  Dr.  Sher- 
rer  resided  in  Alabama  until  sixteen  years  of  age, 
attending  school  in  Selma.  Ala.,  and  came  with  his 
father  to  Arkansas.  He  remained  here  one  year, 
and  then  went  back  and  studied  medicine  under 
Dr.  Pickering  at  Perryville.  He  took  two  courses 
of  lectures  at  Atlanta.  Ga. , aud  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1859  and  1890  at  the  University  of  Louis- 
iana. He  immediately  selected  Ashley  Countv  as 
the  scene  of  his  future  labor,  and  here  he  has 
since  remained  actively  engaged  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties.  In  April.  186',  he  enlisted  in  a 
company  that  formed  part  of  the  Second  Arkansas, 
and  was  detailed  to  hospital  practice  most  of  the 
time.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1863  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Fifth  Louisiana  Cavalry.  Re- 
turning home  after  the  war.  he  again  resumed  his 
practice,  and  is  one  of  the  very  skilled  practitioners 
of  Ashley  County,  and  ranks  among  the  highest  in 
his  profession.  He  was  married  on  May  1.  1861. 
to  Miss  Amanda  Barringer,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren, one  living.  Louoy.  who  is  twenty- three  years 
of  age,  and  who  is  taking  his  second : course  of  lect- 
ures at  the  Memphis  Medical  University.  Dr. 
Sherrer  lost  his  wife  on  February  15,  1808.  and 
his  second  marriage  occurred  on  May  3,  1869.  to 
Mrs.  Rosamond  Gully  nee  Carmmark.  who  bore 
him  one  son,  Morel!,  who  is  now  eighteen  vears  of 
age.  Mrs.  Sherrer  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Soeiallv  the  Doctor  is  a member  of  the 
Ma  sonic  fraternity  and  the  Iv.  of  H.  He  is  the 
owner  of  300  acres  of  bayou  land,  and  has  100 
acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  one  of  the  firs! 
class  citizens  of  the  county.  Generous  to  a fault, 
hospitable  and  courteous,  it  is  a pleasure  to  see 
and  hear  him  talk.  He  is  a great  lover  of  field 
sport,  and  has  had  many  an  adventure  with  bear,  pan- 
ther and  deer.  Even  now  he  delights  in  a dav’s 
outing  with  a good  dog  and  a trusty  gun. 

Dr.  John  AY.  Simpson  is  a practicing  physician 
of  Ashlev  Countv.  Ark.,  but  also  follows  the  occu 


pation  of  a farmer,  and  is  well  known  throughout 
this  region  in  both  capacities.  He  was  born  in 
Mobile.  Ala.,  September  13,  185/.  being  a son  of 
J.  A.  Simpson,  who  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1858. 
purchasing  320  acres  of  land,  but  which  lie  left  to 
take  care  of  itself  during  the  war,  enlisting  in  June. 
1861.  in  the  First  Arkansas  Bat  talion  under  Fagan, 
afterward  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Corinth.  He 
served  until  the  spring  of  1865.  was  then  dis- 
banded at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  returned  to  his 
home.  In  1872  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of 
tax  assessor  of  Ashley  County,  he  being  the  first 
Democrat  elected  to  the  position  after  the  war.  He 
held  the  office  for  two  years,  but  has  given  his  at- 
tention to  farming  ever  since,  and  now  lives  with 
his  son.  Dr.  John  \Y.  The  latter,  after  receiving 
a good  practical  education,  started  out  for  himself 
as  a school  teacher  in  Ashley  County,  but  during 
this  time  began  studying  medicine,  as  he  had  de- 
cided to  make  this  his  calling  through,  life.  He 
entered  the  Vanderbilt  University  of  Nashville. 
Tenn.,  in  RS80,  in  which  he  took  two  courses  of 
lectures,  and  since  that  time  has  practiced  Iris  pro- 
fession, and  also  farmed,  meeting  with  the  best  of 
success  in  both  enterprises.  He  is  the  owner  of 
260  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  forty  of  which  are 
under  cultivation,  and  devoted  to  cotton  and  corn, 
the  yield  of  the  former  being  about  two  hales  to 
three  acres,  ’ and  the  latter  from  twenty  five  to 
thirty  bushels  to  the  acre.  His  estimable  wife  was 
formerly  Miss  Minnie  Terry  before  her  marriage, 
which  occurred  November  10.  1886,  and  to  them 
two  children  have  been  born:  Mary  and  an  infant 
son.  Airs.  Simpson  is  a daughter  of  J.  AY.  and 
Carrie  E.  (Harrison)  Terry,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a machinist,  and  died  during  the  Rebellion. 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Simpson  are  members  of  the  Alethod 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  liberal  supporters 
of  all  worthy  enterprises. 

Samuel  E.  Smith,  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 
Hamburg.  Ashley  County.  Ark.  Although  on/'  of 
the  young  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  the  county. 
Air.  Smith  has  been  successful,  and  everything 
connected  with  his  farm  shows  that  excellent  judg- 
ment has  been  used.  He  was  born  in  Clark 
County,  Aliss. . on  April  20,  1857.  and  is  the  sen 
of  John  AY.  and  Henrietta  Smith,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  Alabama,  and  the  latter  of  Alississippi.  The 
paternal  grandfather.  John  H.  Smith,  was  horn  in 
Georgia,  October  2.  1802.  He  moved  -with  his 
parents  to  Perry  County,  Ala.,  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  and  on  October  5.  1823.  he  married,  and  in 
the  winter  of  1841  moved  to  Clark  County. -Aliss.. 
in  1859  going  to  Drew  County.  Ark.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  which  was  on  Fobrnaix 
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1 1 , 1805.  He  reared  a family  of  seven  sons  and 
six  daughters,  of  whom  John  \V.  was  the  fifth  in 
order  of  birth.  He  was  born  on  January  30.  1833, 
in  Ferry  County,  Ala.,  moved  to  .Mississippi  with 
his  father  in  1811,  and  was  married  on  July  2, 
1850,  to  Miss  Henrietta  Randolph.  Coming  to 
Arkansas  in  1858,  lie  settled  in  Ashley  County,  and 
entered  land  in  Bearhouse  Township.  He  has 
three  sons  living,  all  in  Arkansas.  In  1802  he  en- 
tered the  Confederate  army,  and  died  September 
3,  of  the  same  year.  Samuel  R.  Smith  was  reared 
in  Ashley  County,  attending  the  country  schools 
only  as  opportunities  presented  themselves,  as 
he  had  to  assist  on  the  farm  during  crop  time 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  started  out 
for  himself,  rented  land  and  raised  his  first 
crop.  December  12,  1880,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
M.  A.  Cammack.  Later  he  bought  150  acres  of 
land,  moved  on  it.  and  there  resided  two  years.  He 
then  sold  out  and  bought  his  present  property, 
which  consists  of  220  acres  with  forty  under  cul- 
tivation. His  principal  crops  are  corn  and  cotton 
and  he  raises  fifteen  to  thirty  bushels  of  corn  to  the 
acre,  and  one-half  to  two-thirds  of  a bale  of  cot- 
ton to  the  acre,  and  some  oats,  peas,  potatoes,  etc. 
He  is  also  engaged  in  stock-raising,  principally 
horses  and  mules.  By  the  assistance  of  his  indus- 
trious and  economical  wife  they  have  made  some- 
thing above  an  ordinary  living.  They  have  three 
sons:  Guy  Edwin,  Samuel  Ernest  and  Oscar 

Dean.  Air.  and  Airs.  Smith  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  has  held  the  position  of  justice 
of  the  peace  for  some  time,  and  in  his  political  prin- 
ciplies  is  a stanch  Democrat. 

Robert  Staton,  AI.  D..  is  among  the  very  fore- 
most of  the  profe-sional  men  of  the  county,  and 
his  reputation  as  an  able  practitioner  extends  far 
beyond  the  limits  of  this  section.  He  is  a North 
Carolinian,  his  birth  having  occurred  August  10, 
1823,  and  he  is  a sou  of  B.  Staton  of  that  State, 
who  (Jied  in  1834.  Dr.  Staton  was  educated  in  Lis 
native  State,  his  school  tuition  being  5 cents  per 
day  and  from  the  time  he  was  nine  years  of  age 
he  made  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  paid  for 
the  schooling  which  he  received.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine 
under  Josiah  Lawrence,  M.  D.,  and  afterward 
entered  the  university  of  New  York  City,  it  being 
now  known  as  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Aledical  Col- 
lege, and  in  the  month  of  April.  1845,  began  prac- 
ticing his  profession  in  North  Carolina,  but  in 
July.  184'J.  came  to  Union  County.  Ark.,  and  in 
180 1,  to  Ashley  County,  where  lie  now  lives. 
December  2o.  1803,  lie  joined  Company  A.  Cham 
ber’s  battalion,  but  was  afterward  detailed  to  the 


medical  department,  and  served  in  the  capacity  of 
druggist,  during  the  remainder  of  the  war.  his 
company  being  disbanded  April  15,  1805.  He 
came  to  his  present  location  December  24,  1870, 
and  here  owns  a good  farm  of  102  acres,  on  which 
he  raises  an  average  amount  of  cotton  and  corn. 
He  was  married  October  13,  1847.  to  Aliss  Barbara 
A.  Hadley,  of  North  Carolina,  a daughter  of  A\  . 
P.  Hadley,  an  Englishman,  and  their  union  has  re- 
suited  in  the  birth  of  six  children : Benjamin  B. . Ce- 
cilia E.  (wife  of  William  Leason,  a mechanical  en- 
gineer of  Johnson  County.  Tex.),  Hattie  E.  (wife 
of  F.  AI.  Hopkins),  and  William  T.  (married  to 
to  Aliss  Alattie  O.  Sawyer,  of  Ashley  County). 
Those  deceased  are:  John  Robert  (who  tilled  the 
position  of  sheriff,  in  a county  in  North  Carolina, 
and  died  June  5,  1887),  and  Alary  ( who  was  the 
wife  of  G.  W.  Sawyer,  and  died  July  20.  187b. 
leaving  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased). 
Prior  to  the  war  Dr.  Staton  was  a Whig,  but  since 
that  time  he  has  been  a Democrat,  and  socially  he 
is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  AI. . his  wife  being 
a worthy  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  She  was 
reared  by  Gen.  Edwin  P.  Gaines,  whose  title  was 
received  in  the  Seminole  War.  his  death  occurring 
iu  New  Orleans  of  cholera,  in  1884.  Dr.  Staton 
has  a picture  of  his  wife  that  was  painted,  when 
she  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  by  a noted  French 
artist,  A.  Gibert,  of  New  Orleans,  at  a cost  of 
8250. 

F.  A.  Switzer  is  one  of  the  substantial  agri- 
culturists of  Ashley  County.  Ark.,  and  in  connection 
with  tilling  the  soil  he  gi\es  considerable  atten- 
tion to  stock-raising.  He  was  born  in  the  Pal- 
metto State,  iu  1828,  being  a son  of  Fred  Switzer, 
who  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  partic- 
ipated in  the  battle  of  Now  Orleans.  He  was 
reared  in  tlie  Old  North  State,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Afadison.  In  1848  he 
begrau  making  bis  own  wav  iu  the  world,  and 
started  out  as  a trader  in  negroes,  horses  and 
mules,  handling  many  well  known  racehorses  of 
fine  breed.  He  came  to  Arkansas  in  December, 
1859,  and  purchased  1,200  acres  of  land  in  Ash- 
ley County,  and  is  still  the  owner  of  the  same- 
His  cultivated  land  produces  one  half  bale  of  cot. 
ton  to  the  acre,  and  an  average  of  twenty- five 
bushels  of  corn,  and  on  one  occasion  he  raised 
thirty-three  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre.  He  has 
an  exceptionally  large  and  fine  steam  saw- mill  on 
the  site  of  the  rioted  resort.  Sulphur  Springs, 
which,  at  an  early  period,  about  1830,  was  the 
headquarters  of  the  noted  bandit,  Alerrion.  In 
1801  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  Com- 
pany G,  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  look 
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an  active  part  in  the  engagements  at  White  Liver, 
Mark’s  Mill  and  Prairie  Grove,  after  which  he  was 
detailed  as  a scout,  his  company  being  dually  dis- 
banded at  Marshall,  Texas,  in  1805.  Mr.  Switzer 
then  began  merchandising  at  Petersburg,  Ashley 
County,  Ark  , keeping  a general  stock  of  goods, 
and  dealing  in  cotton,  but  after  a time  sold  out, 
and  has  since  given  his  entire  time  to  farming. 
He  raises  considerable  stock,  and  makes  his  farm 
self  sustaining.  He  was  married  in  1853.  to  Miss 
Julia  Drummond,  a daughter  of  Warren  Drum 
moud,  a pioneer  Baptist  minister,  of  South  Caro- 
lina. and  by  her  has  six  children:  Charley  F., 

David  M. . Nellie  M. , Fred  H. , Isado  and  Rosa 
Lee.  Mr.  Switzer  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  a Democrat,  and  belongs 
to  the  Agricultural  Wheel. 

Robert  Y.  H.  Terry  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
Hamburg  Planing  Ylills  and  was  born  in  South 
Carolina  on  March  27.  1837.  to  John  M.  and 
Mary  (Gray don)  Terry,  also  natives  of  the  Pal- 
metto State.  The  Terrys  are  of  English  ex- 
traction and  came  to  the  United  States  shortly 
after  the  Revolution,  but  the  Graydons  and  Camps, 
the  mother’s  relatives,  were  soldiers  in  that  war 
under  Gens.  Greene,  Sumter  and  Marion,  and 
were  in  the  battles  of  Gowpens  and  King’s  Mount- 
ain. John  51.  Terry  lived  and  died  in  South 
Carolina,  a leading  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  served  in  some  official  capacity  the 
most  of  the  time  after  reaching  manhood.  The 
paternal  grandfather.  Thomas  Terry,  as  well  as 
la  is  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  England  under  Wesley.  John  M Terry  died  in 
1853.  and  in  1858  Robert  Y.  H.  Terry  left  South 
Carolina  for  Mississippi,  in  which  State  he  re- 
mained one  year,  then  came  to  Arkansas,  which 
State  he  reached  in  December,  1859,  his  mother 
coming  thither  with  him.  He  received  the  edu- 
cation and  rearing  which  is  usually  given  the 
farmer’s  boy.  and  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death 
he  was  prepared  to  enter  college,  but  gave  up  this 
plan  to  take  charge  of  the  farm.  After  coming  to 
Arkansas  he  opened  up  a woodland  farm  in  Ashley 
County,  near  Marie  Saline  on  the  Ouachita  River, 
and  on  this  farm  remained  until  the  war  came  up, 
when  he  enlisted  in  Company  A.  First  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Regiment,  and  on  July  1.  1863.  was  captured 
at  Helena  and  was  kept  a prisoner  at  Alton,  111.,  for 
eight  months,  Fort  Delaware  twelve  months  and 
was  paroled  three  weeks  before  Lee's  surrender. 
He  then  came  home,  remained  on  the  farm  one 
year,  and  in  1N6  7 moved  to  Hamburg,*  where  he 
has  been  since  March,  186/.  He  first  opened  a 
furniture  store  and  cabinet  shoo,  but  in  1871  built 


and  operated  with  his  brother  and  nephew,  Dr. 
A.  W.  Terry,  a saw  and  grist  mill.  Mary  Terry 
died  at  her  home  in  Hamburg,  Ark.,  in  1879,  in 
her  seventy-ninth  year.  In  1887  the  brother, 
"William  S.  Terry,  moved  the  saw  mill  to  a loca- 
tion live  miles  south  of  Hamburg,  after  which 
Robert  Terry  engaged  in  his  present  business,  at 
which  he  is  doing  well.  His  mill  and  machinery 
are  valued  at  about  82,000.  and  although  his  trade 
is  already  large,  it  is  rapidly  increasing.  In  1871 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Pryor,  a daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  John  Pryor,  and  to  them  two  children 
have  been  born:  William  Trigg  and  Annie  F. 
Mr.  Terry  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. , and 
in  his  political  views  is  a Democrat. 

F.  L.  Thomson  is  well  known  within  the  lim- 
its of  Ashley  County,  Ark.,  and  although  lie  was 
born  iu  South  Carolina  on  January  6,  1850,  he 
has  been  a resident  of  this  section  since  lie  was 
ten  years  of  age,  coining  here  with  his  father,  A. 
L.  Thomson,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  set- 
tling with  him  on  a beautifully  situated  farm  of 
240  acres,  which  yields  from  fifteen  to  twenty -five 
bushels  of  corn  and  one-half  bale  of  cotton  to 
the  acre.  On  January  13,  1887,  the  father  passed 
from  this  life,  being  over  eighty  years  of  age,  his 
wife  having  died  in  1860.  E.  L.  Thomson  was 
educated  in  Davidson  College.  N.  C.,  and  began 
the  battle  of  life  for  himself  after  the  war.  In 
April,  ISO  1 . ’he  became  a member  of  Company 
A,  Fifth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  and  took  part 
iu  the  second  battle  of  Manassas,  the  seven  days' 
tight  around  Richmond,  and  was  with  Hood  at 
Chickamauga.  surrendering  at  that  place.  In 
1874  lie  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  clerk, 
and  although  Ashley  County  has  been  noted  for 
zealous,  painstaking  and  competent  officials,  none 
possessed  these  attributes  in  a more  eminent  degree 
than  Mr.  Thomson,  and  the  people  showed  their 
appreciation  of  his  efforts  by  electing  him  to  this 
position  for  twelve  consecutive  years,  when  he  de- 
clined further  re-election  on  account  of  his  health. 
His  office  always  showed  the  most  perfect- arrange- 
ment, and  he  was  ever  the  soul  of  punctuality, 
honor  and  courtesy.  One  notable  fact  during  his 
term  of  office  was  the  decrease  of  mortgages,  which 
were  reduced  from  1.200  or  .1,500  to  600.  He  has 
always  been  a Democrat  in  Lis  political  views,  and 
socially,  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P.  and  the  K.  of  H. 

Robert  F.  Tucker,  planter,  Hamburg,  Ark. 
Prominent,  among  the  successful  tillers  of  the  soil, 
in  Mill  Creek  Township,  is  Mr.  Tucker,  who  be- 
came familiar  with  tlie  duties  of  that  calling  at  an 
early  Hire,  and  has  carried  this  on  ever  since.  He 
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was  horn  in  the  Blue-Grass  State  on  December  /. 
1841.  and  is  a son  of  Robert  Tucker  of  Vir 
ginia.  who  was  a minister  and  Martha  Frances 
Tucker.  The  father  entered  the  ministry  at  an 
early  age,  and  in  1850  he  moved  from  Kentucky  to 
Arkansas.  While  on  the  steamer  "Baton  Rouge”  he 
lost  his  wife  and  two  children,  Mary  •!.  and  Vir- 
ginia, by  cholera.  He  remained  in  Arkansas  until 
18i>7,  and  then  went  to  South  America  on  a pros- 
pecting trip.  He  liked  the  country  very  well,  but 
for  various  reasons  was  not  able  to  stay,  and  later 
returned  to  the  States  and  settled  in  Illinois,  join- 
ing the  Louisville  conference  two  years  later,  and 
died  in  the  Cumberland  Mountains  in  Kentucky, 
on  February  2,  1875.  He  was  a member  of  the 
State  Legislature,  and  was  a man  universally  re- 
spected. Robert  F.  Tucker  first,  started  out  for 
himself  when  seventeen  years  of  age.  and  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  in  Hamburg,  remaining  there 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  He  enlisted  as 
a private  in  the  Ninth  Arkansas,  Company  lv,  In- 
fantry, in  1801,  his  first  great  battle  being  at  Shi- 
loh, and  was  promoted  to  orderly  sergeant.  At 
the  battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek,  in  Georgia,  all  of 
the  officers  were  killed  and  wounded  down  to  or- 
derly sergeant,  and  Mi'.  Tucker  had  to  command 
the  company  at  that  time.  He  was  under  Gen. 
Johnston,  and  fought  Sherman  from  Dalton  to  At- 
lanta. being  in  all  the  battles  of  note  in  that  bloody 
march.  After  the  battle  of  Franklin  (the  same 
year  the  war  closed)  Mr.  Tucker  went  home  on  a 
furlough,  traveled  on  foot  and  alone,  crossed  the 
Mississippi  River  in  a small  canoe  under  cover  of 
the  night,  and  came  very  near  being  capsized  by  a 
gunboat  that  happened  to  be  passing.  He  then 
made  his  way  home  as  rapidly  as  possible,  travel 
ing  for  the  most  part  by  night.  After  having  crossed 
the  Mississippi  River  some  distance,  he  came  upon 
Osborne's  troops,  5,000  strong,  on  their  march  from 
the  bottoms  of  Bayou  Bartholomew,  in  Louisiana 
northward.  He  gave  them  the  “dodge,”  however, 
and  finally  pursued  his  way  home  Going  to  bis  sis- 
ter's. he  remained  there,  but  before  his  furlough  ex- 
pired the  close  of  the  war  came.  At  that  time  he 
took  charge  of  his  father’s  place,  and  has  remained 
on  the  same  ever  since.  He  hurriedly  put  in  a crop 
of  cotton  which  he  sold  for  8100  per  bale,  and  sold 
other  produce  in  the  same  proportion.  Mr.  Tucker 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  tax  assessor  in  the  year 
1870.  and  held  this  position  for  several  years. 
Afterward  he  was  appointed  by  the  governor  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  of  B.  M.  Watson  in  the  same 
office.  He  frequently  tilled  the  office  of  deputy 
sheriff  under  Capt.  T S.  Stillwell.  His  father 
owned  over  1.000  acres  of  land,  and  Mr.  Tucker 


owns  over  500  acres  himself,  and  has  100  acres 
under  cultivation.  On  April  20,  1801.  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Duncan,  daughter  of 
John  P.  Duncan,  and  they  have  seven  children  liv- 
ing and  three  deceased.  In  politics  Mr.  Tucker  is 
Democratic,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the  lv.  of 
P.  and  K.  of  H. . being  a prominent  member  in 
these  orders.  He  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

John  W.  Van  Gilder,  attorney  at  law,  of  Ham- 
burg, Ark.,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  his  birth  occurring 
there  in  1825,  but  his  parents,  Michael  and  Cath- 
erine (Forbes)  Van  Gilder,  were  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey and  Pennsylvania,  respectively, 'the  former  of 
whom  was' a*  farmer  by  occupation,  and  a soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812,  being  stationed  at  Long  Is 
land  a part  of  the  time.  He  was  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Ohio,  and  there  passed  from  life  in  1888. 
his  wife  having  died  in  1851.  Her  father  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  When  about 
twelve  years  old  John  W.  Van  Gilder  was  placed 
in  charge  of  Rev.  McGill,  a Presbyterian  minister, 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  entered  Frank- 
lin College,  at  New  Athens,  Harrison  County.  Ohio, 
and  after  taking  a general  literary  course,  was 
graduated  from  this  institution  in  1844.  From 
this  State  he  went  to  Kentucky,  and  after  spending 
one  winter  there  as  a teacher,  went  to  Tennessee, 
where  he  followed  the  same  calling  until  1854. 
studying  law  in  the  meantime,  being  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  Raleigh.  Shelby  County.  Tenn.  The 
same  year  he  came  to  Hamburg.  Ark.,  and  en- 
tered upon  bis  practice,  continuing  until  1885. 
when  he  retired.  He  was  a very  successful  prac- 
titioner, and  in  1883  and  1885  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate.  Since  retiring  from  practice  he  did 
but  little  until  1888,  when  he  formed  a partnership 
with  E.  D.  Watson,  an  old  merchant  of  Hamburg, 
and  with  him  is  now  conducting  a large  mercantile 
establishment.  He  has  been  married  twice,  first 
to  Miss  Louisa  A.  Massey,  of  Shelby  County.  Tenn.. 
in  1849,  who  lived  until  1884.  and  his  second  union 
took  place  in  December.  1880,  to  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Rawls,  of  Bradley  County,  a daughter  of  John  R. 
Hampton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Gilder  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  is  a Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a Democrat, 
believing  in  tariff  reform,  civil  service  and  an 
honest  ballot 

Richard  B.  Walker.  It  was  on  October  19. 
1830.  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  ushered 
into  life,  the  State  of  Virginia  being  the  place  of 
his  birth.  When  he  was  five  years  of  age  his  fa- 
ther, Richard  Walkin’,  died,  and  being  an  only 
child  his  early  youth  was  spent  on  Blue  Grass  soil 
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with  foster  parents.  His  advantages  were  fair, 
and  after  reaching  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
lie  engaged  in  the  grist  and  saw  unit  business  in 
Ashley  County,  Ark.,  continuing  until  the  burst- 
ing of  the  war  cloud  in  1801,  but  during  the  war 
he  was  not  in  active  service,  being  detailed  by 
Gen.  Kirby  Smith  to  operate  his  grist  mill.  On 
first  coming  to  this  State  he  entered  800  acres  of 
land,  mostly  creek  bottom  land,  but  has  now  140 
acres,  with  seventy-five  under  cultivation.  He  lias 
ever  held  a prominent  place  among  the  eminent 
and  successful  men  of  Ashley  County,  his  many 
worthy  qualities  have  been  fully  appreciated,  and 
he  has  been  elected  constable  of  Mississippi  Creek 
Township  two  terms,  and  has  also  held  the  position 
of  deputy  sheriff  under  M.  H.  Dean,  being  elected 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  of  which  he  has  long- 
been  a member.  His  interest  in  educational  mat- 
ters has  always  been  great,  and  for  a number  of 
years  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  school  di- 
rector. Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  &: 
A.  M.  His  marriage,  which  was  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Pippin,  a daughter  of  A.  (1.  Pippin,  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  eleven  children:  George  Y.  (who  was 
born  September  ‘45,  1860.  and  died  January  11. 
1866),  Tlmla  A.  (born  February  12.  1868,  wife  of 
V.  A.  Arrington).  Julia  E.  (born  February  20, 
1865.  married  to  A.  YU  Coulter  February  28. 
1888,  the  latter  being  the  superintendent  of 
schools  of  Ashley  County i.  Ada  G.  (born  March 
22.  1867,  the  wife  of  T.  B.  Causey,  a farmer,  their 
marriage  taking  place  November  21,  1888),  Mar- 
quis LJ.  (horn  January  29,  1870),  Richard  B.  (born 
December  6,  1872).  MollieB.  (born  July  9.  1874). 
Milton  A.  (born -July  9,  1878),  Annie  Pearl  (born 
February  24.  1880),  an  infant  son  that  died,  born 
April  18,  1882.  and  Fred  M.  (born  July  12.  1888). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  are  members  of  the  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church. 

James  W.  Wheeler  is  a native  of  the  county 
in  which  lie  is  now  residing,  his  birth  occurring  on 
December  24,  1852.  and  here  his  youth  and  early 
manhood  were  passed,  the  common  schools  which 
he  attended  favoring  him  with  a good  education. 
His  father  was  \\  illiam  Wheeler,  who  married, 
after  growing  up.  Miss  Martha  Phillips.  He  was  a 
farmer,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Long  Yiew 
about  1840.  was  also  a raftsman,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  merchants  in  the  above  named  town.  He 
died  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  one 
year  old,  and  although  the  latter's  educational  ad- 
vantages were  very  limited,  he  was  intelligent  and 
capable,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  step-father, 
when  he  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  as- 
sumed the  management  of  the  store  and  farm,  and 


has  conducted  them  very  successfully  ever  since. 
His  acreage  amount's  to  840,  it  being  on  the  line 
between  Drew  and  Ashley  Counties,  and  will  aver- 
age one  half  bale,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  He  was  married  on 
December  1.  1NS7,  to  Mrs  Mary  E.  (Wethers) 
Newman,  a daughter  of  Robert  W ethers,  who  was 
the  first  man  to  run  a boat  on  the  Saline  River, 
this  being  about  1850.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler 
have  two  children  (twins),  named  Ruby  Estelle 
and  William  James.  Mrs.  Wheeler,  by  her  for- 
mer marriage,  has  a little  daughter.  Eva  Lee. 
She  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  is  a very  estimable  lady,  she 
and  her  husband  being  considered  charitable,  kind 
and  neighborly. 

Jake  Whetstone,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Ham 
burg,  Ark.  The  father  of  our  subject.  Dr.  J.  A. 
Whetstone,  of  South  Carolina,  was  a noted  physi- 
cian and  a graduate  of  Bellevue  Hospital  College. 
N.  Y.  He  practiced  his  profession  in  Alabama  for 
many  years  and  died  in  Morehouse  Parish.  La.. 
December  29.  1858.  Jake  Whetstone  was  born  in 
Allen  County.  Ala.,  in  1843.  was  reared  in  that 
county,  and  there  received  his  primary  education 
in  the  common  schools.  Later  lie  took  a collegiate 
course  in  Louisiana  and  part  of  a collegiate 
course  in  Bastrop  High  School.  He  started  out 
for  himself  in  1865,  but  previous  to  this,  on 
December  2b,  1864,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Pattie 

A.  Pugh,  of  Ashley  County,  and  the  daughter  of 
Greenwood  W.  Pugh,  of  Georgia,  one  of  the  pio- 
neer planters.  To-this  marriage  were  born  four  liv- 
ing children:  Millie  E.  (born  January  15.  I860). 
Bernard  P.  (born  January  2,  1872),  Cora  Mattie 
(born  November  10,  1873),  and  Annie  (born  Janu- 
ary 27.  1883).  Those  deceased  are:  Fannie  L.  (born 
December!,  1867.  and  died  October  25.  1887).  and 

B.  L.  (born  January  1 l.  1886,  and  died  November 
24,  of  the  same  year).  Mr.  Whetstone  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  service  on  March  1.  1862.  Com- 
pany F,  Twelfth  Georgia  Regiment  Infantry, 
and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Corinth.  Vicks- 
burg and  numerous  other  engagements.  He  was 
assigned  duty  in  the  Texas  Cavalry,  and  remained 
there  until  the  close  of  the  war,  his  regiment  being 
disbanded  at  Shreveport.  La.  Mr.  Whetstone’s 
first  engagements  were  at  Mansfield,  then  Pleasant 
Hill,  and  fought  at  Alexandria  for  forty  days.  Re- 
turning home  after  the  war  he  moved  to  Arkansas, 
in  1868  and  bought  and  cleared  land  until  he  is 
now  owner  of  1, U00  acres  in  hill  land,  150  acres 
under  cultivation.  On  his  large  plantation  he  has 
twelve  tenants,  and  averages  about  thirty-live  bales 
of  cotton 'pei'  year.  He  raises  about  half  a bale  of 
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cotton,  and  twenty  bushels  of  potatoes  to  the  acre. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  K.  of  H.  He 
is  active  in  all  public  enterprises,  and  gives  freely 
to  all. 

Unroll  Willis  is  the  owner  of  a good  farm 
twelve  miles  west  of  Hamburg, which  lirst  amounted 
to  eighty  acres,  but  now  comprises  280  acres,  of 
which  about  seventy  live  acres  are  under  eultiva 
tion.  devoted  to  the  usual  crops.  He  was  born  in 
Monroe,  County.  Miss.,  March  27.  1820.  to  Henry 
Willis,  a pioneer  justice  of  the  peace,  who  died  in 
1803.  Burell  Willis  left  the  parental  roof  in  1 84b. 
and  in  the  month  of  February,  1850.  reached  Ar- 
kansas. He  was  married  here  on  February  14, 
1850,  to  Miss  Li ut ha  Simpson,  a daughter  of  Rich 
rnond  Simpson,  of  Ashley  County,  who  died  in 
this  county  the  year  prior  to  the  opening  of  the 
war.  To  Mr.  Willis  and  his  wife  a family  of 
twelve  children  were  born,  eight  of  whom  are  li\- 
ing:  Susan  F.  (born  December  30,  1836,  wife  of 

Louis  Gardner,  and  the  motl  er  of  four  children). 
Martha  A.  (born  October  11,  i860,  wife  of  George 
Ware,  and  the  mother  of  four  children),  Sarepta 
E.  (born  August  27,  1862,  died  December  8.  I860). 
Willis  (l)orn  August  27.  1802,  died  December  8. 
1800),  Harvey  11.  (born  June  21.  1504).  Robert  J. 
(born  September  11.  1800),  Nancy  J.  (born  Octo- 
ber 17,  1870).  Rebecca  A.  (born  December  20. 
1872),  Savilla  R.  (born  January  30,  IS  / 4 ) . Burell 
Franklin  (born  May  30,  18(0).  \\  illie  E.  (born 
April  10.  1879),  Annie  A.  (born  March  31,  1883. 
died  June  3,  1883).  Mr.  Willis  served  in  the  Con- 
federate army  in  Company  A.  Sam  Bell's  regi 
merit,  and  was  in  the  engagements  at  Helena,  Cane 
Hill,  Little  Rock,  and  went  from  there  to  Mar- 
shall. Tex.,  from  which  place  he  came  home  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  resumed  the  occupation  of 
farming  on  his  land,  which  had  been  badly  neg- 
lected during  his  absence.  He  has  supported  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party  for 
many  years,  is  a well-known  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen,  and  three  of  his  children  as  well  as  him- 
self and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
His  father  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1512,  and 
was  with  Jackson  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans. 

William  M.  Whittow  was  born  in  Mississippi 
January  1,  1549,  but  it  was  in  1856  that  he  be- 
came a resident  of  Ashley  County.  Ark.,  whither 
his  father  came  with  his  family,  entering  about 
4(H)  acres  of  land,  afterward  becoming  the  owner 
of  2,000  acres  of  hill  land,  with  about  400  acres 
under  cultivation.  The  father  was  a successful 
planter,  and  after  removing  to  this  State  made  his 
home  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Au- 


gust, 1876.  tho  last  live  years  of  his  life,  his  prop- 
erty being  managed  by  his  sons,  who  have,  since 
his  death,  continued  to  manage  it.  William  M. 
W hittow  was  married  in  1878  to  Miss  Pinkie,  a 
daughter  of  W illiam  Bel!  of  Texas.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Whittow  three  children  were  born:  Mary 

Lee  (born  February  9,.  1879),  Essie  (born  Febru- 
ary 6.  1882),  and  Willie  P.  (born  November  16, 
1884).  The  mother  of  these  children  was  called 
from  the  scene  of  her  earthly  labors  March  29,  1885, 
her  death  being  deeply  lamented  by  all  who  knew 
her.  for  she  possessed  many  Christian  virtues,  and 
was  an  admirable  wife  and  mother.  Mr.  Whittow 
has  remained  a widower  ever  since,  and  he  and 
his  three  chijdren  live  together.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  Central  Committee  for 
twelve  years  in  succession,  and  socially  belongs  to 
the  K.  of  P.  and  the  K.  of  H.  at  Hamburg.  Mr. 
Whittow  is  a man  of  energy,  determination  and 
perseverance,  arid  bv  attending  strictly  • to  his 
chosen  calling  he  has  done  much  to  advance  the 
reputation  which  the  county  enjoys  as  a prosper 
ous  farming  community. 

Columbus  C.  Wolfe,  planter.  Poplar  Bluff, 
Ark.  A life  time  devoted  to  the  pursuit  of  agri- 
culture and  the  perseverance  and  energy  displayed 
in  the  management  of  his  farm,  has  contributed 
very  materially  in  placing  Mr.  WTolfe  among  the 
first  planters  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Ala- 
bama on  January  6,  1838,  and  is  a son  of  Phillip 
S.  and  Judy  T.  (Berryman)  Wolfe,  the  father  a 
native  of  South  Carolina  and  the  mother  of  Ala- 
bama. The  paternal  grandfather.  John  WTolfe. 
was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  and  the  mater- 
nal grandfather,  Bvril  Berryman,  was  in  the  battle 
of  New  Orleans.  Both  were  in  the  Indian  wars. 
Philip  S.  Wrolfe  moved  to  Arkansas  in  the  forties, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  Drew  County  in  1574. 
The  mother  also  died  in  Drew  County,  in  1866. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  five  of 
whom  are  now  living  and  three  in  this  State  One 
sou  and  a daughter  are  in  Texas.  Columbus  C. 
grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's  plantation,  and  as 
the  country  was  sparsely  settled  he  received  but 
little  education.  Early  in  1861  he  went  to  Vir- 
ginia. joined  Capt.  Christian's  Infantry  Company, 
was  a member  of  the  Third  Arkansas,  and  re- 
mained in  service  about  a year  when  he  was  dis- 
charged. He  then  returned  to  Drew  County, 
raised  a cavalry  company,  and  was  in  North  Ar- 
kansas, Indian  Territory  and  Missouri,  lit'  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Manassas.  Cheat  River. 
Alleghany  Mountain.  Harper  s Ferry,  and  while  in 
Arkansas  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Fayetteville. 
Cane  Hill.  Mark's  Mill,  Poison  Springs.  Fort 
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Smith  anti  Pino  Bluff.  He  was  in  all  the  engage 
meats  of  Price’s  raid  through  Alissouri.  and  at  the 
battle  of  Linn  Creek  was  captured  and  imprisoned 
in  St.  Louis.  He  then  started  for  Johnson  Island, 
but  at  Vincennes  jumped  from  the  train  and  es- 
caped. He  made  his  way  home  and  then  went  to 
Texas  in  charge  of  Ids  old  company.  Shortly  be- 
fore the  surrender  ho  came  home  on  a recruiting 
expedition,  and  was  there  at  the  time  of  the  sur- 
render. Later  he  engage  1 in  farming  in  Drew 
County,  and  then  in  March.  1887,  he  came  to  Ash- 
ley County,  where  ho  continues  his  former  pursuit, 
and  tills  about  sixty  live  acres  of  land.  He  se 
lected  his  life  companion  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Mary  -J.  Daniel,  and  they  were  married  in  1850. 
Six  children  are  the  fruits  of  this  union — three 
sons  and  three  daughters — all  living  in  Ashley 
County.  Mrs.  Wolfe  holds  membership  in  the 
Baptist  Church.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr. 
Wolfe  is  a Democrat.  He  is  a member  of  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M. , the  K.  of  H.  and  the  K.  of  P. 

Edward  E.  Woolard.  planter,  Portland.  Ark. 
Air.  Woolard  owes  his  nativity  to  North  Carolina, 
where  his  birth  occurred  on  April  15,  1840,  and  is 
now  following  a calling  which  has  received  the  at- 
tention of  many  worthy  individuals  years  without 
number.  His  parents.  Henry  and  Nellie  (Langley) 
Woolard,  were  natives  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and 
Carolina,  respectively.  The  father  had  been  a 
sailor,  but  came  to  Carolina,  married  and  settled 
on  a farm.  They  reared  a family  of  seven  chil 
dren  four  sons  and  three  daughters  — of  whom  Ed 
ward  F.  is  the  youngest.  Three  of  these  children 
are  living — two  sons  and  a daughter.  The  father 
died  about  1857, but  the  mother  had  died  previous  to 
this,  in  1842.  Edward  F.  Woolard,  the  only  one  of 
the  children  residing  in  Arkansas,  passed  his  youth- 
ful days  on  the  old  homestead,  and  when  the  war 
broke  out  he  was  overseeing  for  J.  G.  B.  Allies. 
Through  the  brother  of  Air.  Allies,  our  subject  was 
appointed  to  detached  service,  and  all  through  the 
war  was  employed  in  supplying  the  commissary 
department.  After  the  war  he  rented  land,  made 
one  crop  and  then  in  1S< >7  came  to  Arkansas.  Chicot 
County,  locating  at  Grand  Lake.  Before  coming 
to  Arkansas  he  had  learned  the  photographer’s 
art  and  opened  a gallery  at  Grand  Lake.  But 
business  not  coming  up  to  his  expectations,  lie  re- 
mained there  but  two  months  and  then  went  to 
Gum  Hidge  and  landed  at  Portland,  Ashley  County. 
Here  he  remained  but  a short  time  and  then  went 
to  Hamburg,  and  resided  there  two  months.  From 
there  he  went  to  Alason  Hill,  farmed  for  one  year, 
and  in  1808  returned  to  Gum  nidge,  where  he  has 
remained  ever  since.  In  1870  he  bought  100  acres 


of  land,  three  miles  southeast  of  Portland,  and  is 
at  present  living  on  that  place.  He  has  been  a 
successful  farmer,  and  now  owns  320  acres  of  laud 
and  has  about  two  acres  open  laud.  Cotton  is  his 
main  crop,  and  he  rents  his  land  for  part  of  the 
crop  which  pays  about  87  per  acre.  His  average 
cotton  and  corn  crop  is  about  1,200  pounds  and 
twenty -five  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  Air.  Wool- 
ard was  married  in  1872,  to  Aliss  Georgian  a Bar- 
ringer of  Ashley  County,  and  they  became  the  par 
ents  of  five  interesting  children:  Alartha  (died 
March  13.  1873),  Effie  E. . Henry.  Edgar  P.  (died 
August  9,  1882),  and  Alamie  A.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  on  December  29,  1883,  and 
after  her  death.AIr.  Woolard  sent  his  children  to  his 
people  in  North  Carolina,  where  they  are  attending 
school.  He  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
is  also  a member  of  the  Alasonic-  fraternity,  and 
K.  of  H. , and  in  politics  is  Democratic. 

William  T.  Wooldridge.  Among  the  well 
known  and  notable  representatives  of  the  learned 
profession  of  the  law  in  Hamburg,  Ashley  County. 
Ark.,  is  Air.  Wooldridge,  who  was  born  in  James- 
town, Ga. , on  September  11,  1858,  being  a son  of 
Abner  D.  and  Elizabeth  (Wimbush)  Wooldridge, 
who  were  also  Georgians,  the  former  being  a mer 
chant  and  farmer.  In  1859  he  moved  with  his 
family  to  Eastern  Texas,  but  after  a nine  months’ 
residence  in  that  State,  came  to  Ashley  County. 
Ark.,  settled  on  a farm,  and  in  1800  made  a crop 
here.  He  was  not  long  allowed  to  enjoy  his  new 
home,  for  in  the  month  of  July,  1801.  he  was  cut 
down  in  his  usefulness  just  as  he  was  about  to 
enter  the  army.  He  was  thirty-one  years  of  age 
at  the  time,  and  was  an  industrious  and  enterpris- 
ing gentleman.  His  widow  married  again  at  about 
the  close  of  the  war.  and  with  her  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  made  his  home  until  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age.  when  he  began  to  earn  his  own  liv- 
ing. After  spending  two  years  on  a farm,  and 
saving  a little  money,  he  entered  the  high  school, 
of  Hamburg,  of  which  D.  C.  B.  Conner!}  was 
principal,  and  remained  in  this  school  for  four 
years,  his  summers  being  spent  in  teaching  school  as 
a means  of  defraying  his  expenses  while  obtaining 
an  education.  After  a time  he  began  reading  law 
under  Capt.  Hawkins,  and  in  the  month  of  Alarch. 
1882.  he  was  licensed  to  practice,  having  passed 
a searching  examination.  He  was  associated  with 
Capt.  Hawkins  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
until  1886.  when  they  dissolved  partnership,  and 
for  one  year  he  practiced  alone.  In  September. 
1.888,  lie  formed  a partnership  with  Judge  G.  \Y 
Norman,  and  has  since  been  quite  successful,  and 
has  made  a specialty  of  land  cases.  He  was  mar 
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ried  on  January  3,  1888,  to  Miss  Maggie  M. 


Tucker,  of  Asliley  County,  and  both  are  members 
of  the  Methodist.  Church.  He  belongs  to  the  K. 
of  P. , is  a Democrat,  politically,  and  during  the 
years  1882  -83  he  served  as  treasurer  of  Ashley 
County,  and  in  this  count}  of  competent  olticials. 
he  made  an  enviable  record  fur  himself. 

A.  B.  Wood  is  oue  of  Ashley  County  s (Ark. ). 
most  progressive  farmers,  and  he  has  become  well 
known' as  an  energetic,  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited  gentleman.  His  birth  occurred  iu  Ala- 
bama in  1838,  and  he  made  his  home  in  his  native 
State  uytil  1857,  when  he  came  to  Fountain  Hill, 
Ark.,  with  his  father,  W . W.  Wood,  who  was  a 
farmer  and  merchant.  Although  A.  13..  \\  ood  did 
not  receive  many  early  advantages. he  was  naturally 
intelligent  and  wide-awake,  an  ; began  life  on  his 
own  hook  at  the  age  of  twenty -one  years  as  a mer- 
chant at  Hamburg,  continuing  this  occupation  until 
the  opening  of  the  Rebellion  enlisting  in  1802,  in 
Company  K,  Third  Arkausas  Infantry,  being  in 
Longstreet  s corps,  as  the  leader  of  a brass  band. 
He  was  in  the  engagement  at  Sharpsburg,  and  there 
detailed  to  wait  on  the  wounded  and  became  a 
prisoner,  Norfolk  and  the  seven  days’  light 
around  Richmond,  and  was  afterward  at  Gettys- 
burg, beiQg  afterward  exchanged.  He  rejoined 
his  command  and  was  at  Goldsboro  and  Fredericks- 
burg. Upon  his  return  home  he  resumed  mer- 
chandising at  Fountain  Hill,  and  later  began  pur- 
chasing land,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  320  acres. 
280  of  which  are  hill  and  the  rest  bottom  land,  forty 
acres  being  under  cultivation.  His  crops  are  al- 
ways fair,  and  he  is  doing  well.  He  is  the  assistant 
postmaster  of  Fountain  Hill,  is  a Democrat  polit- 
ically. and  he  and  his  wife,  whom  he  married  in 
i860,  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  Her  maiden  name  was  Sallie  L.  Robin- 
son, and  she  is  a daughter  of  Thomas  B.  and  Sarah 
Robinson,  both  of  whom  are  deceased,  the  latter 
passing  from  life  in  1S75.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Walter 
M.  (who  is  iu  the  jewelry  business  in  Hayuesville, 
La.),  Susan  T.  (deceased).  William  A..  Eftie  M. . 
James  B..  Jesse,  Asley  B. . Lillie  and  Lena. 

Rev.  John  S.  Wood  is  a well-known  divine  of 
Ashley  County,  Ark.,  and  has  preached  the  gospel 
in  Arkansas  since  1844.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Twiggs  County,  Ga. . February  2,  1822,  his  parents. 
John  and  Susan  (Evans)  Wood,  being  also  Geor- 
gians, the. former  of  Irish  and  the  latter  of  Welsh 
ancestry.  Prior  to  the  War  of  Independence  the 
Woods  came  to  America,  and  the  father,  John 
W ood,  was  a major  in  the  War  of  1812,  operating 
in  Alabama.  He  reared  twelve  sons  to  manhood. 


seven  of  whom  are  now  living:  William  W.  be- 
sides Rev.  John  S. . in  Arkansas,  one  in  Alabama, 
and  four  in  Texas,  all  of  whom  are  farmers  with 
tin1  exception  of  one  who  is  a school-teacher. 
Rev.  John  S.  Wood  removed  to  Alabama  from 
Georgia,  with  his  father  when  twelve  years  of  age, 
and  there  the  latter  followed  the  life  of  a farmer, 
but  also  sold  goods  for  a while,  and  from  1820  un- 
til 18(2  preached  the  gospel,  dying  in  the  last- 
named  year  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Rev. 
John  8.  W ood  obtained  but  a limited  education 
in  the  backwoods  of  Alabama,  but  being  naturally 
intelligent  he  became  a well-posted  young  man, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty -two  years  came  to  Ar- 
kansas, and  settled  in  what  is  now  Drew  (then 
Bradley)  County,  where  he  entered  320  acres  of 
land.  In  1849  he  began  to  preach,  having  united 
with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Alabama,  in  1840.  and 
at  Lacy,  in  Drew  County,  was  ordained  a minister 
of  that  denomination  in  1850,  since  which  time  he 
has  had  charge  of  four  different  churches  ever}’ 
year.  At  present  he  has  charge  of  the  churches 
at  Judson,  Harmony,  Unit}  and  Egypt,  all  iu  Ash- 
ley County,  and  has  assisted  in  the  dedication  of 
about  fourteen  different  churches,  has  ordained 
seven  ministers,  has  received  into  membership  in 
the  church  several  hundred,  and  lias  performed 
several  hundred  marriage  ceremonies.  When  he 
first  came  to  this  State  the  country  was  almost  a 
wilderness,  the  roads  were  mere  trails,  and  bridges 
were  things  unknown.  Services  were  very  fre- 
quently held  in  the  woods,  and  it  was  a year  be- 
fore a church  of  any  kind  was  built.  Sunday- 
schools  were  first  organized  about  1855,  the  lirst 
one  in  which  lie  assisted  being  in  Hamburg,  to 
which  the  people  came  ten  or  twelve  miles.  The 
morals  of  the  settlers  were  excellent,  and  Mr. 
Wood  had  been  a resident  of  the  place  for  three 
years  before  be  saw  a drunken  man.  He  has  been 
married  twice,  first  in  Bradley  County,  to  Miss 
Martha  Bussey,  to  whom  twelve  children  were 
born,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Zeplianih  J.  (resides 
in  Monticello,  Drew  County,  Ark.),  Zacliai}  T. 
also  a resident  of  Monticello),  James  B.  (is  judge 
of  the  Seventh  Judicial  District),  William  -V  and 
Carroll  D.  (both  of  Monticello,  the  latter  being 
judge  of  the  Tenth  Judicial  District),  and  Mattie 
(wife  of  Walter  Norris,  of  Lavaca.  Ark.),  three  of 
these  sons  are  lawyers  and  two  are  merchants. 
The  mother  of  these  children  passed  from  life  in 
1807.  and  the  same  year  he  was  married  to  Miss 
M.  C.  Kelsey.  Notwithstanding  (he  fact  that  he 
has  been  a minister  of  the  gospel  nearly  all  his 
life,  he  has  looked  after  the  material,  as  well  as 
spiritual  welfare  of  himself  and  family  also,  and 


- 

_ 


. . 


DREW  COUNTY. 


A & • 


v— ft „ 


92' 


for  thirty  years  was  the  proprietor  of  a mercantile 
establishment  in  Extra  Township.  an<l  in  the  city 
of  Hamburg,  but  since  1888  has  been  retired  from 
this  business.  He  has  given  his  children  good 


educations,  and  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  they  have  become  honorable,  upright  citizens. 
Miv  Wood  is  a Mason, .and  in  his  political  views  is 
a Democrat. 
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For  numerous  blessings  yearly  show’r’d. 

And  property  with  plenty  crown’d, 

Accept  our  pious  praise. — Dry  den. 


-jvC  C U P Y I N G a prominent 
vaA)  and  influential  position  in 
the  Tenth  Judicial  Circuit 
and  Third  Congressional 
District  of  Arkansas.  Drew 
County  owes  its  prosperity 
and  existence  to  a worthy 
class  of  pioneer  settlers, 
whose  determined  efforts 
and  heroic  labors  opened  the  way 
for  civilization  and  aided  greatly  in 
transforming  this  wilderness  into  a 
community  of  culture  and  pros- 
perity. Among  these  early  immi- 
grants was  one  well  known  to  the 
present  generation,  John  S.  Hand- 
ly, who  came  here  in  March,  1889, 
and  to  him  is  accorded  the  greater 
majority  of  facts  gleaned  regarding 
the  first  early  settlers  of  Drew  County.  At  the 
time  of  his  location,  besides  his  brother,  Jack 
Handly,  there  was  but  one  other  man  in  the  pres- 
ent limits  of  Clear  Creek  Township.  In  1835 
James  Ferguson  removed  from  Mississippi,  and 
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settled  in  the  same  neighborhood,  on  Handly 
Creek.  South  of  the  Handly  settlement,  on  Hun- 
gry Run  lived  J.  AY.  Ridgell,  Bynum  Nichols  and 
Fountain  Brown,  the  last  named,  a Methodist 
preacher.  All  of  these  men  came  to  the  county  in 
1835.  Ridgell  and  Nichols  came  from  Mississippi, 
and  Brown  from  Tennessee.  Toward  the  north- 
pastern  part  of  the  county  lived  Jesse  AVhittacre 
and  Hugh  Fannin.  These  men  were  Kentuckians, 
who  became  citizens  of  Arkansas  in  1835  or  1.83(3. 
Stephen  Gaster  and  Reece  Bowden  came  from 
Louisiana  about  1832,  and  settled  on  Bayou  Bar- 
tholomew. It  is  said  of  Bowden  that  he  is  the  only 
man  on  record  who  discovered  that  a gray  squir- 
rel could  beat  a flash  of  lightning  down  a black 
gum  tree,  and  as  he  was  an  eye-witness  to  this 
strange  feat,  the  statement  can  not  be  questioned. 
He  explained  it  by  stating  that  the  lightning  had 
to  run  round  and  round  the  tree,  while  the  squir- 
rel went  straight  down.  Ezekiel  Owens  came  from 
Tennessee  in  183-1,  and  settled  on  the  Bayou.  In 
1830  John  Oneal,  a South  Carolinian,  settled  on 
Ten  Alii  © Creek.  In  the  same  neighborhood  lived 
Jesse  Hunt,  Benjamin  Nettles  and  a man  named 
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Arnold,  who  came  from  Mississippi  with  Ridge]], 
These  men  and  their  families  embraced  the  entire 
numerical  strength  of  the  county.  Settlements 
grew  slowlv,  and  those  new  comers  who  followed 
made  their  homes  near  the  older  settled  habitations 
until  finally  the  neighborhoods  merged  one  into 
another.  The  pioneers  were  mostly  from  Tennes- 
see and  Mississippi. 

The  first  post-office  established  in  the  county 
was  named  Montongo,  and  was  in  the  store  of 
Carney  Oneal.  situated  about  three  miles  west  of 
where  Monticollo  now  is.  The  Jirst  election  in  the 
county’s  present  territory  was  while  it  formed  a 
part  of  Bradley  County.  This  was  in  what  is  now 
Marion  Township,  the  voting  place  being  the  Cas- 
ter school-house,  or  what  is  called  Caster  Hill. 
At  that  early  day  the  forests  abounded  in  game, 
and  hunting  was  the  chief  amusement;  encounters 
with  bears  were  numerous,  nor  was  the  danger  at- 
tending them  sufficient  to  deter  these  dauntless 
spirits  from  engaging  in  the  fascinating  sport. 

For  many  years  the  peddling  wagon  of  Ben 
Martin  was  the  sole  dependence  of  the  citizens  for 
dry  goods.  New  Orleans  was  the  distributing 
point,  goods  being  landed  at  Pine  Bluff.  J.  \\  . 
Ridgell  erected  the  first  mill,  a gin  and  grist- 
mill run  by  horse  power.  In  1845  a school  and 
church  house  was.  built  about  six  miles  north  of  the 
site  of  Monticello.  Later  on  Rough  and  Ready 
grew  to  be  the  only  place  of  importance  in  the 
county,  and  was  after  the  organization  of  the  coun- 
ty for  some  time  the  seat  of  justice,  as  well  as  the 
place  where  personal  fends  were  fought  out.  It 
was  here  that  Richard  Chance  killed  the  two 
Courtneys,  Dr.  Street  Hudspeth  killed  one  named 
Griffith,  and  Dave  McPeters  killed  Brown,  nor 
were  humorous  scenes  wanting.  At  a county  court 
held  at  Grave  Hill  there  were  present  Judge 
Wells  and  the  two  associate  justices.  Reynolds  and 
Baldy,  all  were  somewhat  exhilarated  by  frequent 
applications  of  the  ever  potent  “ forty  rod.'”  and 
at  peace  with  mankind,  when  the  subject  of  danc- 
ing came  up.  Court  adjoined  that  Reynolds  and 
Baldy  might  settle  the  question  as  to  which  of 
them  could  execute  a jig  with  the  greater  grace. 
The  door  was  taken  from  its  hinges,  placed  on  the 
floor,  and  the  two  candidates  placed  facing  each 
other.  Judge  Wells  patted  and  the  others  danced. 
After  this  novel  procedure  (the  result  of  which  is 
unknown)  court  business  was  resumed.  Such  an 
incident  will  illustrate  the  spirit  and  character  of 
the  “ old  timers. " A member  of  one  of  the  iirst 
grand  juries  to  meet  in  Monticello  after  its  se- 
lection as  the  county  site,  in  company  with  Dr. 
Bond  of  Bradley  County,  having  attended  a meet. 


: ing  of  the  Masons  at  Rough  and  Ready  reached 
I Monticello  about  1 1 o’clock  at  night.  Dismount- 
l ing  at  Hyatt's  Hotel  for  some  refreshments,  the 
travelers  were  seated  in  the  hall,  and  upon  mak- 
I ing  their  order  the  waiter  asked  if  they  were  inem- 
| hers  of  the  grand  jury.  Receiving  an  affirmative 
i reply,  he  requested  them  to  remain  in  the  hall  and 
| there  he  would  serve  them.  Dr.  Bond  not  being 
on  the  jury  however  was  admitted  into  a ‘*  secret  *' 
i room,  and  as  the  bed-quilt,  which  served  for  a 
i door  was  pushed  back,  it  showed  the  table  lined 
| with  card  players.  About  this  time  Judge  Roy- 
i nolds  put.  in  his  appearance,  and  thought  a sere- 
: nade  was  in  order;  so  gathering  cowbells,  tin  pans. 

horns,  etc.,  a,  jolly  company  stormed  Whitehead's 
| Tavern,  where,  after  imbibing  and  pressing  in  re- 
cruits, guests  from  the  hotel,  and  the  occupants 
of  numerous  wagons,  they  made  their  way  to  Henry 
Well's  grocery.  At  this  place  three  of  the  grand 
; jury  were  found  deeply  interested  in  a game  of 
draw,  also  Stoakley  Heflin  and  Brad  Williams, 

\ noted  characters  of  Smith  Township.  Williams 
invited  the  party  to  remain  and  hear  a young  man 
j named  Lore  sing  “Old  Uncle  Ned"  against  which 
j infliction  they  lirst  fortified  by  taking  a drink, 
i The  song  when  finished  necessitated  another  appli- 
I cation,  and  still  another.  Some  of  the  party  camped 
; where  they  were  for  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

| Others  found  a lodging  place  on  convenient  stumps. 

| and  a very  few  reached  their  proper  quarters.  Of 
Stoakley  T., Heflin,  previously  mentioned,  an  inci- 
dent is  worthy  of  note.  He  was  for  years  a jus- 
! tice  of  the  peace.  J.  S.  Winter,  an  attorney,  had  a 
case  to  plead  before  him,  and  armed  with  Black- 
| stone  and  Greenleaf,  presented  himself  in  due  time 
at  court.  During  his  argument  referred  to,  he 
i read  from  his  authorities.  The  court  ordered  the 
jury  to  pay  no  attention  to  Mr.  Winter’s  “furren" 

; books,  as  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  justice  in 
! Arkansas. 

Drew  County  was  iirst  formed  November  2b. 

; 1840,  since  which  time  several  changes  have  been 
j made  in  its  boundary  lines.  November  30,  1848. 
i a large  area  was  attached  to  Ashley,  and  part  of 
Chicot  was  attached  December  21.  1840;  a portion 
of  Desha  became  joined  January  21,  1801.  and 
the  line  between  Drew  and  Chicot  was  changed 
November  30,  1873. 

A.t  the  time  of  its  organization  the  county  was 
divided  into  six  municipal  townships,  viz. : -Marion. 
Union,  \\  hite,  Osceola,  Smith  and  Bartholomew. 
In  1850  the  population  of  the  county  was  3.270. 

: At  the  present  writing  there  are  eleven  municipal 
townships:  Franklin,  in  the  northeast  corner;  south 
; of  Franklin,  Bartholomew;  west  of  Bartholomew. 
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Collins;  west  of  Collins.  Bearhouse;  west  of  Bear 
house,  Voasey;  west  of  Veasey.  Crook:  north  of 
Crook,  Saline:  north  of  Saline. Clear  Creek;  Spring 
Hill,  east  of  Clear  Creek:  Marion,  south  of  Spring 
Hill,  and  Prairie,  east  of  Marion.  . 

The  boundary  lines  of  the  municipal  townships 
are  independent  of  those  of  the  Congressional. 
There  are  fifty-six  school  and  1 19  road  districts. 

The  mail  receives  distribution  from  twenty  post 
otlices,  located  at  the  following  places:  Monti 

cello,  in  Marion  Township;  \\  inchester.  Tillar. 
Selma,  Reeves  and  Florence,  in  Franklin  Town- 
ship: Coleman,  in  Spring  Hill  Township:  Bodman. 
Montongo  and  Plautersville,  in  Clear-  Creek  Town- 
ship: Wilmar.  in  Crook  Township:  Eddy.  in  V easey 
Township;  Barkada,  in  Saline  Township:  Lacy. 
Grove,  and  Paradise,  in  Beerhouse  Township: 
Collins  and  Troy,  in  Collins  Township,  and  Baxter, 
in  Bartholomew  Township.  Of  these,  the  offices  at 
Tillar  and  Winchester  are  on  the  main  line  of  the 
St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  <fe  Southern  Railroad,  and 
Munticello,  Baxter.  Collins  and  Wilmar  are  on  the 
Warren  branch  of  the  same  road.  The  remaining 
offices  are  on  “Star  routes." 

The  Warren  branch  of  the  St.  Louis,  Iron 
Mountain  <fc  Southern  Railroad  Company  traverses 
the  county  from  east  to  west,  almost  through  the 
center,  the  stations  at  convenient  distances  afford- 
ing quick  communication  and  transportation  with 
the  outside  world.  This  road  connects  with  the 
main  line  at  Trippe.  in  Desha  County,  bringing  all 
parts  of  the  county  but  a day’s  run  from  Little 
Rock,  and  less  than  half  a day  from  the  Mississippi 
River.  In  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  county 
the  main  line  of  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  & 
Southern  Railroad  is  situated  for  a distance  of  five 
miles  within  these  limits.  The  Saline  River,  skirt- 
ing alono-  the  western  boundary,  furnishes  river 

DO  * 

transportation  direct  to  New  Orleans,  as  does  Bayou 
Bartholomew,  in  the  eastern  tier  of  townships. 
The  highways  are  kept  in  good  repair,  and  with 
bridges  over  the  streams,  high  water  does  not  in 
ter  fere  with  traffic. 

The  judicial  affairs  of  the  county  are  ably  pro 
sided  for  by  circuit,  county  and  probate  courts. 
The  circuit  court  is  held  on  the  third  Monday  in 
February  and  August,  two  weeks'  term.  The  judge 
of  this  circuit  is  C.  D.  Wood,  who  resides  at  Mon- 
ticello.  He  was  elected  September  0,  1880,  and 
his  term  of  office  expires  October  80.  1890.  The 
prosecuting  attorney,  R.  C.  Fuller,  whose  residence 
is  at  Princeton,  was  elected  September  3,  1888; 
his  term  also  expires  October  30.  1890.  The  pres 
out  resident  attorneys  of  Drew  County  include 
such  well  known  citizens  as  W.  T.  Wells  and  J.  G. 


Williamson,  W.  F.  Slemmons,  Z.  T.  Wood  and 
James  R.  Gotham,  H.  W.  Wells.  S.  J.  Mathews 
and  R.  L.  Crenshaw.  W.  M.  Harrison,  J.  C.  Bar 
row.  W.  S.  McCain  and  J.  G.  Taylor,  who  have 
achieved  considerable  State  notoriety,  were  at  dif- 
ferent times  members  of  this  bar. 

The  circuit  judges  for  this  circuit,  preceding 
•Judge  Wood,  have  been  W.  H.  Field,  W.  H.  Sut- 
ton, Josiah  Gould.  John  C.  Murray,  T.  F.  Sorrels, 
John  C.  Murray.  J.  F.  Lowery.  W.  H.  Harrison, 
H.  P.  Morse,  D.  W.  Carroll.  T.  F.  Sorrels  and  J. 
M.  Bradley.  The  office  of  prosecuting  attorney 
has  been  tilled  by  Solon  B.  Jones,  T.  F.  Sorrels, 
tV.  P.  Grace,  S.  F.  Arnett.  D.  W.  Carroll,  C.  C. 
Godden,  W.  F.*  Slemmons,  J.  McL.  Barton,  H. 
King  White,  M.  McGehee,  J.  C.  Barrow7.  C.  D. 
Wood  and  M.  L.  Hawkins,  the  immediate  prede- 
cessor of  Mr.  Fuller. 

The  early  records  of  the  county  court  will 
always  be  of  considerable  local  interest.  Among 
other  items,  the  following  are  presented: 

Monday,  March  22,  1847,  the  first  county  court 
met  at  the  house  of  A.  M.  Rawles.  Present,  the 
Hon.  W.  H.  Wells,  presiding  judge;  Thomas  S. 
Newman  and  C.  L.  Reynolds,  associate  justices. 
The  county  officials  newly  elected  filed  their  bonds, 
and  constables  and  patrols  for  the  several  townships 
were  appointed.  The  first  claim  to  be  presented 
against  the  county  was  one  by  Isaiah  Halcomb,  tor 
S3,  which  was  allowed,  and  a warrant  ordered 
issued  by  the  clerk  on  the  county  treasurer.  Later 
in  the  session  of  court  road  overseers  were  ap- 
pointed. and  Jesse  Newton  w7as  granted  a license 
to  retail  spirituous  and  vinous  liquors.  Judges  to 
hold  elections  in  the  several  townships  were  ap- 
pointed as  follows:  George  Dill,  Jesse  Whitaker 

and  John  Jones,  in  Marion  Township;  William  Lu 
cas,  J.  D.  Heard  and  David  C.  Smith,  in  Bartholo- 
mew Township;  David  Adams,  R.  A.  Thompson  and 
J.  P.  Fisher,  in  Debastrop  Township;  James  Ar- 
nett, J.  Sackville  and  William  Sanders,  in  Smith 
Township;  A.  M.  Rowles,  William  B.  Daniels  and 
James  Bussey,  in  White  Township;  J.  C.  Cabeer, 
James  Wheeler  and  Liviton  C.  Dougherty. -in  Os- 
ceola Township.  At  the  April  term,  1847,  a new 
township,  called  Goodland,  was  created.  Court 
ordered  that  a tax  of  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent 
be  levied  on  the  value  of  all  taxable  property,  and 
50  cents  on  each  white  poll,  for  county  revenue. 
The  seat  of  justice  after  this  term  of  court  was  re 
moved  from  Rawles’  Meeting  house  to  Rodger’s 
School-house.  The  delinquent  tax  for  1847  was. 
county  tax.  824.37:  State  tax,  87.71:  total  832.08. 
At  the  January  term,  1848,  Steven  Gaster  was 
granted  a license  to  run  a public  ferry  across 
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Bayou  Bartholomew.  near  his  residence,  the  rates 
of  ferriage  being  as  follows:  \\  agon  and  team,  50 

cents;  carryall  or  cart,  371  cents;  man  and  horse. 
10  cents;  footman.  5 cents;  loose  stock,  3 cents,  all 
but  lead  horse,  which  was  5 cents.  These  rates 
were  to  be  doubled  in  high  water.  Osceola  Town- 
ship was  annexed  to  White  Township.  The  sher- 
iff, as  collector,  received  as  taxes  from  all  sources, 
j $1,230.99.  At  the  April  term  a $5  bounty  was  al- 
lowed for  wolf  scalps  on  all  wolves  killed  in  the 
| county.  At  the  January  term,  I $49,  the  sheriff's 
settlement  shows  that  he  received  as  taxes  from  all 
sources.  $1,750.50.  The  delinquent  tax  for  1 $49 
was  $103.37. 

At  the  April  term,  1850,  court  ordered  that  one- 
fourth  of  one  per  cent  be  levied  on  all  property- 
assessed  by  the  sheriff,  with  a $1  poll  tax  for  1 
! county  revenue.  The  total  expenditures  for  the 
year  ending  April  9,  1850,  aggregated  $1,801.79. 
Court  was  then  held  at  Rough  anti  Ready-,  and  at 
the  July-  term  of  that  year  the  county  commis- 
sioners reported  that  the  court-house  in  Monticello 
would  be  ready-  for  the  next  term  of  circuit  court, 
and  the  October  term  of  county  court  was  held 
there.  During  the  January  term  of  the  county- 
court,  1850,  assessors  for  the  several  townships  1 
were  appointed,  viz.:  Henry-  Crook,  for  Marion 

Township  ; J.  H.  Jones,  for  Yeasey  Township  ; 
Joseph  Furgeson,  for  Bartholomew  Township  : 
Charles  C.  Mathias,  for  Spring  Hill  Township,  and 
William  C.  Norton,  for  Smith’  Township.  The 
total  tax  collected  for  the  year  ending  in  April. 
1851,  amounted  to  $2,230.07.  Court  ordered  levied 
a tax  of  one-sixth  of  one  percent  and  50  cents  poll 
tax.  July  ! 7,  1851 . the  first  notice  appears  regard- 
ing school  funds.  The  sheriff  was  charged  with 
$105,  which  was  to  he  appropriated  for  common 
school  purposes.  The  delinquent  list  for  185 1 , was 
State  delinquent.  $5.02;  county-  delinquent,  $33.07: 
a total  of  $38.69.  In  January,  1853,  John  S. 
Winter  was  appointed  by  the  county-  court,  general 
attorney-  for  the  county,  his  salary  to  be  appro- 
priated by  the  court  from  time  to  time.  Benjamin 
Hyatt  was  appointed  a notary-  public  by  the 
county  court,  his  commission  to  hear  date  from 
January  12.  1*54  to  January  12,  1850.  In  April, 
1850,  land  was  entered  for  a county  poor-farm, 
and  in  January-,  1859,  the  poor- farm  was  ordered 
sold. 

The  first  probate  court  of  which  there  is  a 
record  convened  on  Tuesday-,  April  13.  1*40.  the 
matter  first  appealing  on  the  records  as  follows: 
“In  the  matter  of  the  estate  of  IV.  G.  Wells, 
deceased.  And  now  on  this  day  comes  F.  C. 
Austin,  by  his  attorney  and  a manuscript  of  all 


matters  appertaining  to  the  administration  of  the 
estate  of  said  Wells,  deceased,  and  prays  that  the 
same  be  made  part  of  the  records  of  this  court. 
It  is  therefore  considered  by-  the  court  here,  that 
the  clerk  of  this  court  tile  the  said  manuscript  in 
his  office,  and  that  the  same  be  made  a matter  of 
record.”  A like  order  was  made  concerning  the 
papers  relative  to  the  manuscript  in  the  estate  of 
George  Holloway;  the  administrator  was  allowed 
to  keep  the  slaves  belonging  to  the  estate  to  raise 
a crop  that  year.  Henry  S.  Hudspeth  and  Seaborn 
Greer  were  confirmed  as  administrators  for  the 
estate  of  Hardaman  Greer,  and  their  bond  ap- 
proved. L.  C.  Dougherty-  w-as  confirmed  as  ad- 
ministrator for  the  estate  of  O.  M.  Dougherty  and 
his  bond  approved.  John  Smith  presented  for 

probate  the  will  of  Mary-  Wyatt,  deceased;  Jesse 
B.  Morris  failing  to  appear  as  one  of  the  attesting 
witnesses  in  obedience  to  a subpoena,  it  was 
ordered  by-  the  court  that  a writ  of  attachment  be 
issued,  returnable  on  the  first  day  of  the  next 
term  of  this  court.  This  record  is  signed  by- 
William  H.  Wells,  judge. 

That  matrimonial  affairs  were  not  allowed  to  go 
unnoticed  even  in  an  early-  day,  is  shown  by-  the 
following: 

State  op  A rkansas,  / 

County  of  Drew.  \ 

This  5tli  day  of  Jan.,  1847,  this  is  to  certify  that  I, 
Y.  It.  Royal,  being  a duly  licensed  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel, did  on  t lie  third  day  of  January,  A.  D.,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty -seven,  in  the  county  and  stale  afore- 
said, duly  join  in  marriage  Thomas  Gotham  and  Elizabeth 
Griffith,  both  being  of  age.  Y.  It.  Royal. 

John  Berryman  and  Martha  A.  Grindoll  were 
the  second  couple  whose  marriage  is  recorded. 
There  were  thirtv-eight  couples  married  in  1S47; 
forty-one  in  1848;  twenty-four  in  1849,  and  twen- 
ty-one in  1850. 

The  following  certificate  of  ordination  is  the 
first  one  spread  on  the  records. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Robert  Paine, 
one  of  the  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  Almighty  God,  and  with  a single  eye  to  his  Glory, 
by  the  imposition  of  my  hands  and  prayer  (being  assisted 
by  the  elders  present),  have  this  day  set  apart  William  G. 
Guice,  for  the  office  of  elder,  in  the  said  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South:  a man.  who,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Arkansas  Annual  Conference,  is  well  qualified  for  that 
work,  and  he  is  hereby-  recommended  to  all  whom  it  may 
concern,  as  a proper  person  to  administer  the  sacraments 
and  ordinances,  to  feed  the  flock  of  Christ,  so  long  as  his 
spirit  and  practice  are  such  as  become  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
and  he  continuetii  to  hold  fast  the  form  of  sound  words  ac- 
cording to  the  established  doctrines  of  the  Gospel.  In  tes- 
timony- whereof,  I hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this 
twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  o'ur  Lord, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Robert  Paine. 
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Of  Drojv  County’s  Circuit  Court  proceedings  the 
■ iirst  were  held  at  the  May  term,  1847,  as  follows: 

Static  of  Arkansas,  / 

| County  of  Drew.  \ 

At  a Circuit  Court  begun  ami  holder  in  and  for  the  j 
County  of  Drew,  State  of  Arkansas,  at  the  court  house  j 
thereof,  being  the  house  known  as  Rodger’s  school  house, 
the  place  appointed  and  established  by  the  county  court 
of  said  county,  as  the  temporary  seat  of  justice  of  said 
county,  on  the  Iirst  Monday  after  the  fourth  Monday  in 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
! and  forty-seven,  being  t lie  third  davr  of  May,  of  said  year. 
Present  tlie  Honorable  William  14.  Field,  Judge  of  the 
fifth  judicial  circuit  of  said  state. 

James  Thompson  was  appointed  deputy  clerk, 
and  as  Solon  B.  Jones,  prosecuting  attorney,  was 
absent,  Robert  Anderson  was  appointed  prosecut- 
ing attorney  pro  tern.  The  following-named  men 
were  sworn  as  grand  jurors:  Stephen  Caster  (fore- 
man), Rearm  Bowden,  Robert  A.  Thompson,  John 
P.  Fisher,  John  Goodwin,  Isaac  C.  Burrow.  Will-  J 
iam  B.  Daniel,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jones.  ! 
Ralph  Griffith.  Seaborn  Greer,  Daniel  Holcomb, 
John  Smith,  William  P.  Holliman,  Arthur  Whit- 
ney and  John  Fannin.  This  jury  found  two  true 
bills,  after  which,  there  being  no  further  business, 
they  were  discharged.  There  were  ten  civil  suits 
on  the  docket  at  this  term,  two  of  which  were  jury 
cases.  These  special  juries  were  composed  of 
Richard  Stanley,  Joseph  Adams,  Creach  Roberts, 
William  Ross,  William  Nowls,  D.  M.  C.  Oueal, 
Isaac  D.  Price,  Wiley  D.  Crook,  Ezekiel  B.  Owens. 
Stephen  Greer,  B.  Patton  and  Phillip  S.  Wolfe 
in  the  first  case,  and  in  the  second,  Thomas  F.  Ed- 
monds, Lewis  Ivy,  Paul  H.  Baldy,  James  Bussey, 
Isaac  Denso  d,  John  Grendall,  William  Everett, 
Richard  Standi ey,  Joseph  Adams,  Creach  Roberts 
William  Ross.  * * * September  24,  1S49, 

John  B.  Brandon  renounced  his  allegiance  to  Vic- 
toria, queen  of  England,  and  took  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  j 
William  H.  Harrison,  Thomas  N.  Byers,  Benoni  S.  j 
Dubose  and  Henry  S.  Hudspeth  showed  that  they 
were  duly  licensed  to  practice  as  attorneys  and  conn-  | 
selors  at  law,  and  solicitors  in  chancery  in  this  cir- 
cuit, and  were  enrolled  as  such  in  this  court.  The 
first  case  of  manslaughter  was  the  trial  of  Henry  S. 
and  Leonidas  Hudspeth,  of  which  charge  they  were 
acquitted  March  2<,  1857.  March  80,  1857.  Rich- 
ard Chance  was  arraigned  for  murder.  The  case 
was  continued  until  the  November  term  of  court, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  accused  cut  his  own 
tb  roat. 

In  1880  the  real  estate  ue  the  county  was  as- 
sessed at  8800,805,  the  value  of  personal  property 
I being  8578,208.21,  or  a total  of  81,378,008.21. 

! In  1 8 SO  tlie  real  estate  assessment  aggregated 


$1,127,245,  and  personal  property  81,049,800.  a 
total  of  real  and  personal  property  of  $2.17  1,045. 
This  shows  an  increase  in  nine  years  of  $ < 98,441 . i 9. 
The  real  estate  is  divided  as  follows:  Lands, 

8810.855;  city  lots,  $174,885;  railroad  realty. 
$141,505;  total,  $1,127,245.  Of  the  city  lets. 
Monticello  is  credited  with  $158,745;  Selma, 
$1,548;  Tracy,  $420;  Collins,  $1,505;  Baxter. 
$4,210;  Tillar,  $4,545;  Winchester,  $915;  total. 
$ 1 74,885. 

The  population  of  Drew  County,  by  decades, 
has  been  as  follows:  In  1850,  8,270:  1860,  9,087; 
1870.9.900;  1 8 SO.  12,281;  1889,  estimated,  15,500. 

The  railroad  property  is  distributed  as  follows: 
St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  & Southern  Railway,  5.25 
miles,  $34,125;  side  tracks,  $3,730;  A a men 
Branch.  $97,680;  buildings  at  Winchester,  $415; 
buildings  at  Tillar,  $235;  buildings  at  Baxter. 
$225;  buildings  at  Collins,  $350;  buildings  at  V\  il- 
mar,  $300;  buildings  at  Monticello,  $1,445;  total, 
$141,505. 

Personal  property  is  distributed,  in  the  several 
townships  throughout  the  county,  as  follows:  Bar- 
tholomew; Number  of  horses,  139,  value  $0,190: 
cattle,  1.158,  value,  $0,122;  mules,  279,  value, 
$17,510;  sheep,  146,  value,  $160;  hogs,  SOI,  value, 
$1,040;  total  number  of  animals,  2,589,  value, 
$31,028;  total  of  all  kinds  of  personal  property, 
$60,405. 

Bear'nouse  Township  — Number  of  horses,  191, 
value,  $7,825;  cattle,  956,  value,  $4,930;  mules. 
98,  value,  $5,405;  sheep,  105,  value,  $105;  hogs, 
977,  value,  $995;  total  number  of  all  domestic 
animals,  2,327;  value,  $19,320;  total  value  of  all 
personal  properly,  $26,845. 

Collins  Township— -Number  of  horses,  179. 
value.  $8,725;  cattle,  1,207,  value,  $0,250;  mules, 
100,  value,  $9,800;  sheep.  94,  value,  $87;  hogs. 
1.020,  value,  $1,058;  total  number  of  all  domestic 
animals.  2.666,  value,  $24,920;  total  value  of  all 
personal  property.  $V 0,540. 

Crook  Township — Number  of  horses,  117, 
value,  $4,995;  cattle,  894.  value,  $4,575;  mules, 
79,  value,  $4,375;  sheep,  161,  value,  $172;  hogs, 
980.  value,  $978;  total  number  of  all  domestic  an- 
imals, 2.237,  value.  $17,095;  total  value  of  all  per- 
sonal property,  $20,740. 

Clear  Creek  Township  - Number  of  horses,  285. 
value,  $13,100;  cattle.  1.339.  value.  $0,965:  mules. 
211,  value,  12,5(5;  sheep,  oil,  value,  $509;  hogs, 
1,333,  value,  $1,336:  total  number  of  all  domestic 
animals.  3,079,  value.  $34,550;  total  value  of  all 
personal  property,  $7o,0S0. 

Franklin  Township — Number  of  horses.  313. 
value.  $12,800:  cattle.  1,978,  value,  $10,492;  mules. 
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396,  value,  $22,230;  sheep.  442,  value,  8433; 
hogs,  2.155,  value,  82,109;  total  number  of  ani 
mals,  5,284;  value,  848,124:  total  value  of  all  per 
sonal  property,  $109,325. 

Marion  Township  (outside  of  Monticello)—- 
Number  of  horses.  453.  value.  $19,325;  cattle. 
2,411,  value,  $13,045;  mules,  333,  value.  $19,880; 
sheep.  603,  value,  8720;  hogs,  1,815,  value, 
$2,072;  total  number  of  all  domestic  animals. 
0,115;  value.  $55,042;  total  value  of  all  personal 
property,  81  18.145. 

Prairie  Township — Number  of  horses.  148. 
value.  $6,625;  cattle.  1.250.  value,  $6,570;  mules, 
110.  value.  86.790;  sheep,  48,  value.  $50;  hogs. 
1,094,  value,  $1. 145;  total  number  of  animals.  2,650, 
value,  $21,180;  total  valuation  on  all  personal 
property,  $35,145. 

Saline  Township — Number  of  horses.  249. 
value.  $1  1,340;  cattle,  1.444.  value,  88,205;  mules. 
165,  value,  $11,260;  sheep,  437.  value,  8422:  hogs. 
1,261,  value.  81,288:  total  number  of  animals, 
3,756,  value,  832,515. 

Spring  Hill  Township — Number  of  horses, 
246,  value,  $11,490;  cattle.  1,398,  value.  87,435: 
mules,  181,  value,  811,065;  sheep.  304.  value, 
$298;  hogs,  1,036,  value,  1,067;  total  number  of 
animals,  3,165,  value.  $31,355;  total  valuation  of 
all  personal  property,  864.5S0. 

Yeasey  Township — Number  of  horses,  239, 
value,  $15,125:  cattle,  1,559,  value,  88,550:  mules, 
127,  value,  86.875;  sheep,  113.  value,  $110:  hogs. 
$1,298;  value.  $1,300:  total  number  of  domestic 
animals,  3,468,  value,  $31,960;  total  valuation  of 
all  personal  property.  $54,500. 

Town  of  Montic-ello — Number  of  horses.  108. 
value,  $6,590;  cattle.  601,  value,  $3,715;  mules. 
71,  value,  $5,175;  sheep,  33.  value,  $33:  hogs.  237. 
value,  $287;  total  number  of  animals.  1,050.  value, 
$15,800;  goods  and  merchandise  valued  at  $75,690; 
moneys,  credits,  book  accounts,  etc..  $123,560:  a 
total  valuation  of  all  personal  property  inside  the 
corporation  $291 . 22( '. 

The  St.  Louis.  Iron  Mountain  & Southern  Rail- 
road pays  a personal  tax  on  property  valued  at 
$o0. 715,  and  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com 
pany  on  property  valued  at  $1,495. 

There  is  a total  of  2,  (99  horses  in  the  county 
valued  at  $124,190:  c-atrle.  16.195,  value,  $86,794; 
mules.  2,216,  value.  $133,000;  sheep.  3.057.  value. 
$3,099;  hogs,  14.079,  value,  $14,771:  a grand 
total  of  all  domestic  animals  of  38.346.  valued  at 
$361,854.  The  sum  total  of  the  personal  prop 
erty  valuation  is  $1,049,800.  The  tax  levied  for 
1889  amounted  to — General  State  tax.  $1,37$). 70; 
7-mill  sinking  fund,  $2,187.91;  school  fund.  $4. 


376.70;  ordered  county  tax,  $10,941.75;  Monti- 
cello corporation  tax.  $1 . 151 . 755:  a total  of  $23, 
034.815. 

The  officials  of  Drew  County  who  have  been 
elected  to  represent  their  constituents  in  different 
relations  are  as  follows,  some  having  served  two  or 
more  terms: 

•Judges — \Y.  H.  Wells,  \V.  H.  Lucas,  E.  K. 
Havnes,  W.  B.  Daniels.  T.  N.  Cotham,  J.  W.  Col 
quit,  C.  M.  Freddy.  T.  51.  Cotham.  W.  T.  Weils, 
H.  J.  Stanley,  S.  J.  Matthews.  H.  51.  Y ells.  S.G. 
T witty,  E.  Iv.  Haynes. 

Clerks — Y.  R.  Royal,  S.  J.  5Iatthews,  Samuel 
Gibson,  J.  F.  Bussey,  W.  P.  5Iontague.  R.  F. 
Hyatt,  S.  G.*  T witty,  S.  J.  Matthews,  J.  H.  Ham- 
mock. 

Sheriffs — D.  D.  Greer,  W . D.  Ford.  J.  S. 
Jordan.  D.  S.  Wells,  J.  L Haynes.  J.  A.  Baker. 
J.  H.  Hammock,  S.  E.  Cole.  T.  \Y.  Haynes.  J.  H. 
Hammock,  C.  F.  Hudspeth. 

Treasurers — W.  C.  Guice.  Jesse  Newton. 
George  Prosise.  W.  P.  Montague,  l3.  R.  Smith. 
J.  H.  Rayland.  Z.  E.  Kerr.  H.  51  Hankins. 

Coroners — T.  Hale,  -Jacob  5Iartin*.  J.  Werrett. 
H.  H.  Wells.  S.  H.  Dabney,  D.  D.  Greer.  V.  Gar- 
rison, H.  H.  Crook,  S.  H.  Grubbs.  W.  P.  Burk, 

G.  W.  Gill.  J.  W.  Crook.  R.  E.  Owens.  Jesse 
Bowden,  C.  T.  Duke.  B.  F.  Hyatt. 

Surveyors  — E.  J.  Howard,  51.  G.  WelclrL  T. 
W.  Gullege.  R.  H.  Hester.  51.  L.  Stinson,  Ab. 
Wilson. 

Assessors — E.  W.  Good.  O.  P.  5Ianeest,  H.  C. 
Burke.  J.  Folliard,  J.  F.  Folliard,  J.  F.  Bussey. 
W.  L.  Hart,  W.  F.  Bessellieu,  5b  G.  Peebles. 

The  Representatives  in  the  Lower  House  of  the 
State  Legislature  were:  Wilford  Garner,  in  the 

Seventh:  Hugh  Rogers,  in  the  Eighth:  Ninth.  W. 
D.  Crook;  Tenth,  William  G.  Guice:  Eleventh. 
William  D.  Trotter:  Twelfth.  C.  F.  Hemmingway: 
Thirteenth,  W.  51.  Harrison  and  C.  F.  Hemming- 
way: Fourteenth.  B.  Collins  and  E.  H.  Haynes: 
Fifteenth,  William  Cox  and  E.  H.  Boyd.  Con- 
federate Legislature.  September  22  to  October  2. 
1864.  Benjamin  Collins  and  E.  H.  Haynes;  Six- 
teenth, L.  L.  Brooks  and  Benjamin  Collins:  Seven- 
teenth, D.  S.  Wells;  Eighteenth  (Twenty-second 
District,  comprising  Ashley,  Chicot.  Drew  and 
Desha  Counties),  A.  J.  Robinson.  C.  W.  Freddy. 

H.  5Iarr.  E.  A.  Fulton,  J.  W.  Harris  and  John 
Webb;  Nineteenth,  A.  E.  Beardsley:  Twenty-sec 
ond  District,  S.  W.  McLeod,  John  C.  Collins.  X. 
J.  Tindall.  O.  F.  Parish,  J.  4'.  W.  Tillar  and  J.  E 

•I.  li.  Ii**rry  succeeded  Martin. 

M-'.li.jali  lieiu'v  at>i>ointctl  liily  !>. 

tliejcvtt-'il  and  II.  r.  Crooks  in  oilier  from  .March  i».  l -7 1 
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Joslyn.  At  an  extra  session,  convened  by  Elisha 
Baxter,  governor.  May  11,  1874,  the  Twenty-sec- 
ond District  was  represented  by  J.  T.  \Y.  Tillar, 
L.  L.  Johnston.  A.  W.  Files  and  X.  J.  Piudall; 
Twentieth,  D.  S.  Wells;  Twenty-first,  James  R. 
Cotham;  Twenty-second,  D.  E.  Baker;  Twenty- 
third,  Jj.  E.  Baker;  Twenty-fourth,  D.  E.  Baker: 
Twenty-fifth,  D.  E.  Baker:  Twenty-sixth,  N.  Y. 
Waddsworth;  Twenty  seventh,  N.  Y.  Wadds worth. 

Monticello,  the  county  seat  of  Drew  County,  is 
situated  on  the  Warren  Branch  of  the  St.  Louis, 
Iron  Mountain  & Southern  Railroad,  and  has  a 
population  of  about  2.000.  Its  total  valua- 
tion of  property  is  §449,905,  divided  into:  Real, 
.$158,745,  and  personal,  8291,220.  Goods  and 
merchandise  are  valued  at  875.090;  moneys,  cred- 
its, book  accounts,  etc.,  §123,560;  domestic  ani- 
mals, $15,800;  all  other  kinds  of  personal  prop- 
erty, 806, 1 1 0. 

At  the  July  term  of  the  county  court,  1849. 
the  question  was  first  agitated  of  moving  the  seat 
of  justice  from  Rough  and  Ready.  At  the  October 
term  of  court  of  that  year  three  commissioners 
were  appointed  to  select  a new  location.  These 
commissioners  were  Josiah  Halcomb.  John  M. 
Carr,  and  J.  Sanders.  At  the  J anuary  term  of  court, 
1850,  they  filed  a report  to  the  effect  that  Fountain 
C.  Austin  had  deeded  to  the  county  eighty-three 
and  two  one-hundredths  acres,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  thereon  the  county  seat.  The  town  was 
surveyed  and  platted  July  24,  26,  27  and  30,  and 
on  August  1,  1849,  the  deed  and  plat  were  dis- 
played in  court.  The  report  further  showed  that 
they  had  let  the  building  of  a temporary  court- 
house to  William  D.  Ford,  the  consideration  being 
$174,  the  house  to  be  completed  by  February  1, 
1850.  and  the  public  square  to  be  170  feet  square. 
The  October  term  of  county  court  was  the  first 
court  held  in  Monticello,  and  from  there  dates  the 
removal  of  the  county  seat. 

Abel  Whitehead  was  granted  license  to  keep 
the  first  tavern,  and  William  J.  Barksdale  was  the 
first  man  to  sell  liquor  in  the  new  town.  The  vil- 
lage was  incorporated  December  20.  1852.  July 
3,  1853.  John  M.  Sanders,  county  commissioner, 
reported  sales  made  of  town  lots  to  the  amount  of 
$2,969.27,  and  that  he  had  paid  out  8817,  besides 
$1,400  to  Hyatt  A Wells,  for  building  a jail  mak- 
ing a total  of  $2,217  expended.  This  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  commissioners  $728.48,  together  with 
$107.95,  a total  on  hand  of  $836.43,  and  a total 
received  by  the  commissioners  of  $3,053.43.  This 
is  the  precise  way  in  which  the  report  shows  on 
the  record,  and  while  there  is  a slight  discrepancy 
in  the  total,  the  report  was  accepted  and  approved. 


In  November,  1855,  plans  and  specifications  for  a 
court-house  were  submitted,  to  be  a frame  build- 
ing forty  feet  front,  sixty-five  feet  dee]),  and  two 
stories  high,  not  to  exceed  in  cost  $5,300.  In 
January,  1870,  the  site  for  the  present  court-house 
was  selected;  plans  and  specifications  were  sub- 
mitted, and  the  contract  awarded,  §20,970  being 
appropriated  for  the  building.  The  corner-stone 
was  laid  in  October,  1S70.  Additional  appropria- 
tions were  made  during  the  process  of  construction, 
till  the  entire  cost  approximated  nearly  $40,000. 
The  building  is  a magnificent  brick  structure. 
The  tower  is  110  feet  high,  standing  high  above 
all  surrounding  objects.  A four-dial  clock  marks 
time  and  strikes  the  hour.  In  July,  i860,  86,350 
was  appropriated  for  the  building  of  a new  jail, 
and  in  1866  $4,500  was  devoted  to  repairs.  This 
jail  yet  does  service  for  such  offenders  as  come 
within  the  scope  of  its  authority. 

Monticello  has  had  a steady  growth  ever  since 
its  foundation.  The  merchants  are  alive  to  the 
interests  of  the  place,  wide  awake,  and  fully 
abreast  of  the  times.  The  public  square  is  lined 
with  good  brick  and  frame  buildings,  most  of  them 

rn  r~) 

two  stories  high.  A business  is  enjoyed  ranging 
fiom  $10,000  to  $120,000  a year,  and  all  the 
branches  of  trade  are  well  represented.  Of 
the  cotton  crop  of  1889,  14,000  bales  were  shipped 
from  this  place.  Religious  interests  are  looked 
after  by  the  Methodist,  Baptist  and  Presbyterian 
Churches,  and  the  colored  folk  also  have  organi- 
zations. Rev.  E.  N.  Evans  is  pastor  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  Rev.  Frank  White  pastor  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  the  Presbyterian  pastorate  is 
now  vacant.  A fact  that  speaks  volumes  for  the 
town  is  that  the  people  voted  out  saloons  some 
time  ago. 

Monticello’ s public  school  is  the  pride  and 
boast  of  1 1 1 e citizens,  there  being  an  enrollment  of 
400  children,  while  the  expenditures  are  over 
$4,000  yearly  for  educational  purposes.  The 
school  is  graded  and  employs  four  assistants  besides 
the  superintendent.  The  building  itself  is  a hand- 
some modern  structure,  erected  at  a cost  of  $3,o00. 
The  negro  children  are  also  well  cared  for.  two- 
fifths  of  all  the  moneys  expended  for  school 
purposes  being  in  their  behalf.  There  are  two 
separate  buildings  for  their  use.  Over  300 
scholars  are  enrolled.  Monticello  has  the  only 
bank  in  Southeast  Arkansas,  known  as  the  Bank 
of  Monticello.  Its  paid-up  capital  stock  is  840.000. 

Another  evidence  of  the  thrift  and  enterprise 
of  the  citv  is  the  grounds  of  the  Agricultural  and 
51  eclmnjcal  Fair  Association,  of  Southeast  Arkan- 
sas. located  here.  In  October,  1889,  was  held  the 
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fifteenth  annual  fair.  The  district  supporting  this 


enterprise  is  composed  of  Arkansas,  Ashley, 
Bradley,  Calhoun,  Cleveland,  Chicot,  Desha, 
Drew,  Jefferson,  Lincoln  and  Union  Counties  in 
Arkansas,  and  West  Carroll,  Morehouse,  Union 
and  Ouachita  Parishes  in  Louisiana.  The  exhibits 
cover  all  departments  usual  in  such  cases,  and 
premiums  are  awarded  horses,  cattle,  mules, 
sheep,  hogs,  chickens,  turkeys,  geese,  ducks,  imple- 
ments, manufactured  articles,  etc.,  field  products, 
domestic  industry,  preserves,  pickles,  cakes,  wines, 
etc.,  fine  arts,  bric-a  brae,  etc. 

The  city  government  is  looked  after  by  a 
mayor,  board  of  aldermen  and  town  marshal,  all 
elective  offices.  Being  situated  in  the  ‘"'hills.” 
the  drainage  of  the  place  is  excellent.  An 
abundance  of  water  is  furnished  by  cisterns  and 
wells.  The  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  Knights  of  Honor  each  have  lodges 
here.  A telephone  line  affords  communication 
with  Hamburg. 

Tillar,  next  in  importance  to  Monticello,  from  a 
commercial  standpoint,  is  situated  on  the  main 
line  of  the  St.  Louis.  Iron  Mountain  & Southern 
Railroad,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  county. 
It  has  a population  of  about  130.  Several  general 
merchandise  stores  thrive  here,  and  considerable 
quantities  of  cotton  and  lumber  are  shipped 
annually".  The  town  was  laid  off  in  1879,  and  the 
first  house  completed  in  May  of  that  year.  Six 
thousand  bales  of  cotton,  50,000,000  cypress 
shingles,  valued  at  $125.01*0:  $13,500  worth  of 
cotton  seed  and  125  car  loads  of  hewn  timber  were 
shipped  from  this  point  during  the  season  of 
1888-89,  much  of  the  timber  finding  a market  in 
Europe.  The  extent,  of  the  business  done  in  the 
town  in  merchandise  will  approximate  $200,000 
each  year.  The  Methodists  have  an  organization, 
and  church  and  Sunday-school  services  are  held 
regularly.  A church  and  public  school  building 
affords  opportunity  for  the  instruction  of  the  chil- 
dren. Among  the  general  interests  are  4 general 
stores,  steam  gin  and  grist-mill.  3 saw  mills.  2 
hotels,  blacksmith,  wagon  and  barber  shops  and  2 
resident  physicians.  The  Masons  and  Knights  of 
Pythias  each  have  lodges. 

Baxter  and  Collins,  on  the  Warren  Branch 
Railway,  are  thriving  little  villages,  and  are 
mainly  supply  and  cotton-shipping  stations.  Wil 
mar  and  Alice,  west  of  Monticello.  are  lumber  sta- 
tions. 

Agricultural  pursuits  form  the  chief  industry  of 
the  citizens  of  Drew  County.  Though  corn  and 
cotton  are  conceded  to  be  the  staple  crops,  oats, 
field  peas,  sorghum,  and  millet  are  raised  quite  ex- 


tensively". The  lands  on  Bayou  Bartholomew  are 
the  richest  and  mod  productive.  Cultivated  as  it 
is,  in  a very  indifferent  manner  from  other  locali- 
ties, this  section  yields  an  average  crop  of  one  bale 
of  cotton  per  acre,  valued  at  $40,  and  30  bushels 
of  corn,  with  a cash  value  of  $15.  The  cost  of 
raising  a bale  of  cotton  is  estimated  to  be  $7. 
This  land  may  be  purchased  at  a price  ranging 
from  $5  to  $15  per  acre.  All  cleared  land  in  this 
district  rents  at  $5  per  acre.  The  hills  or  uplands 
of  the  county,  while  not  so  productive  naturally 
j (though  they  are  preferable  for  residence  pur- 
I poses,  being  removed  from  the  malarial  influences 
i of  the  bottoms)  yield  a bountiful  return  for  the 
labor  expended  in  their  cultivation,  producing  one- 
half  bale  of  cotton  and  fifteen  bushels  of  corn  to 
j the  acre,  and  by  a judicious  distribution  of  fertil- 
| izers  they  become  equally  as  productive  as  the 
' bavou  lands.  Stock  raising  is  receiving  no  little 
attention,  mostly'  in  connection  with  farming  in 
terests.  For  thirty  years  there  have  been  occa- 
j sional  importations  of  short-horn  cattle,  and  with- 
i in  the  last  ten  years  quite  a number  of  Jerseys 
have  been  shipped  in,  and  are  rapidly  growing  in 
popular  favor.  A few  grade  stallions  of  the  Nor- 
man and  Clydesdale  breeds  are  now  here.  Con- 
siderable attention  has  also  been  devoted  to  road 
horses.  One  planter,  Capt.  Isom,  has  for  several 
years  past  given  his  whole  time  to  raising  horses 
and  mules  suitable  for  plantation  work,  and  has 
found  it  quite  profitable. 

The  grass  best  adapted  to  the  physical  condi- 
tions existing  here  is  the  Bermuda,  fine  for  pasture 
purposes,  and  very  hardy" ; three  and  four  crops  of 
hay'  are  frequently  cut  from  the  same  piece  of  land 
in  one  year.  Japanese  clover  a few  years  since 
made  its  appearance  along  the  roadsides,  and  has 
evidently  "come  to  stay,”  as  on  the  town  com- 
mons. in  old  fields,  and  even  in  the  timber  it  now 
grows,  and  is  excellent  for  pasture.  The  orchid 
grass  and  red  top  do  fairly  well.  On  the  bottom 
lands  of  the  Bayou  red  clover  is  successfully 
grown. 

The  garden  and  field  vegetables  are  here  sur 
j rounded  by  conditions  that  promote  their  fullest 
I growth.  Every  variety  of  those  peculiar  to  the 
temperate  zone  seems  to  thrive  more  quickly  and 
j to  better  advantage  here  than  elsewhere.  * * * 

I Among  the  fruits  are  summer  and  fall  apples,  the 
j leading  varieties  being  the  Shannon,  Quinby  and 
| Curtis  Blue.  Those  apples  grown  farther  north  in 
the  State,  of  the  winter  grade,  do  not  prove  satis 
! factory  here,  a?,  they  ripen  too  early.  There  are, 

! however,,  several  native  seedlings  that  are  pro 
| non  need  good  keepers.  For  peaches  this  county 
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can  not  l>e  surpassed.  The  crop  is  rarely  if  ever 
a failure,  and  every  known  variety  seems  to  be  espe 
cially  suited  to  this  soil  and  climate.  On  the  low- 
lands the  early  trees  sometimes  blossom  too  early 
and  are  frost.- bitten.  They  ripen  from  the  latter 
part  of  May  till  frost  in  the  fall.  Pears  do  well. 
The  several  varieties  of  the  Chickasaw  plums,  and 
the  wild  goose  plum  are  the  best  grown.  Consid 
erable  attention  has  been  turned  to  raising  grapes 
for  wine,  and  the  wine  made  from  the  Isles. 
Norton’s  Virginia,  Cinthiana,  Seuppernong,  and 
grapes  of  that  type,  rivals  the  California  wines. 
Strawberries  and  raspberries  are  certain  crops,  and 
would  be  quite  profitable  with  closer  railroad  con- 
nections. 

•Just  in  the  infancy  of  their  development  are  the 
timber  resources  of  the  county,  the  cypress  received 
first  attention,  and  much  of  it  has  been  sawed  up. 
but  there  are  large  bodies  of  cypress  timber  yet 
intact. 

About  250  square  miles  of  pine  grows  in  the 
county,  very  little  of  which  has  been  cm.  the 
larger  portion  lies  in  the  western  part,  while  the 
remaining  area  is  covered  with  hardwood  forests, 
including  the  different  varieties  of  white  and  black 
oaks,  hickory,  gum,  elm,  sycamore,  beech  and 
holly.  Along  the  bayou  the  oak  is  converted  into 
barrel  staves,  in  which  work  many  men  are  en- 
gaged. The  gum  is  largely  being  logged  and 
shipped  to  England. 

Drew  is  one  of  the  counties  of  Southeastern 
Arkansas,  being  in  the  second  tier  from  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  also  from  the  Louisiana  State  line.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Lincoln  and  Desha  Coun- 
ties, on  the  east  by  Desha  and  Chicot  Counties,  on 
the  south  by  Ashley  and  on  the  west  by  Bradley 
and  Cleveland  Counties.  In  shape  it  is  nearly 
square,  extending  twenty-seven  miles  north  and 
south.  The  greatest  length  east  and  west  is  thirty- 
three  miles,  but  the  average  distance  is  but  little 
over  thirty  miles.  In  area  it  has  about  828  square 
miles,  or  526,720  acres.  This  county  is  situated 
in  the  basin  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  lying  princi- 
pally betvreeri  the  Saline  River  and  Bayou  Bar- 
tholomew. The  surface  is  generally  gently  roll- 
ing. and  has  a slight  declension  from  north  to 
south.  Beginning  a short  distance  north  and  w est 
of  the  center  of  the  county  is  a chain  of  hills 
that  extends  in  a northwesterly  direction  to  the 
county  border.  Rough  and  Ready  is  the  notable 
one  of  these.  Adowm  the  central  portion  of  the 
county  is  the  dividing  ridge,  between  the  bayou 
and  the  Saline  River;  from  this  divide  the  interior 
creeks  take  their  rise,  and  flow  either  in  an  eastern 
or  western  direction.  Excepting  the  alluvial  lands 


of  the  bayou  (containing  about  100,000  acres), 
and  of  the  Saline  River  bottoms  (containing  about 
8,000  acres),  the  county  is  upland.  This  hill  land 
is  usually  a clayey  loam,  yet  in  some  parts  con- 
siderable gravel  is  found,  more  especially  in  the 
range  of  hills,  before  mentioned. 

Excepting  about  twenty  five  square  miles  of  prai- 
rie situated  in  small  areas  along  the  ridge,  the  whole 
surface  is  covered  with  a growth  of  pine  and  hard- 
wood timber,  the  Saline  bottom  is  low  and  swampy, 
being  subject  to  inundation,  and  is  chiefly  utilized 
for  grazing,  for  cattle,  and  range  for  hogs,  which 
thrive  well  on  the  mast.  The  lowlands  along 
Bayou  Bartholomew  are  free  from  overflow,  and 
are  distinct  frdm  the  lands  of  the  rest  of  the  county ; 
the  western  edge  terminates  abruptly  at  the  hills  or 
bluffs. 

Of  the  interior  streams,  Abies  Creek  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  county  is  tributary  to  the  bayou, 
as  also  are  Four  Mile  and  Cut  Off  Creeks.  Tribu- 
tary to  the  Saline  are  Hudgens,  Ten  Mile.  Seven 
Mile,  Hanley.  Hungry  Run,  Langford,  Jumper 
and  Clear  Creeks. 

In  several  localities  are  springs  which  gush 
forth  from  the  hillsides,  but  none  of  them  are  es- 
pecially notable. 

Scattered  over  a great  portion  of  the  county 
are  low  mounds,  seldom  reaching  an  altitude  of  over 
five  feet,  and  more  frequently  under  than  over,  the 
circumference  varying  from  50  to  200  feet  around 
the  base.  • They  are  laid  out  without  regard 
for  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass.  Each 
mound  appears  to  be  the  center  of  the  radii  of  a 
gigantic  circle.  Attesting  their  great  age.  stand 
on  the  very  summits  of  many  of  them  massive  forest 
trees,  seeming  as  though  they  might  have  resisted 
the  storms  of  centuries. 

Right  nobly  and  promptly  did  the  men  of 
Drew  County  respond  when  the  call  to  arms 
was  sounded  in  1861.  Companies  were  raised  by 
Capts.  Jackson.  Haslip.  Whittington,  Hudspeth, 
Isom.  Thomas,  Ragland.  Owens,  Wolfe,  Helium. 
Reed,  Miller.  Taylor,  Henry  and  "Pink"  Bulk, 
each,  besides  a few  others,  who  recruited  men  from 
this  and  adjoining  counties.  No  battles  were 
fought  in  the  county,  yet  there  were  a few  skir- 
mishes. the  Federal  troops  were  here  frequently, 
and  at  the  surrender  in  1865,  there  were  two  com- 
panies in  Montieello. 


John  Ahrens.  Among  the  young  men  of  the 
old  country  who  had  the  pluck,  energy  and  enter 
prise  neces-arv  to  brave  the  hardships  of  life  in  a 
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foreign  land  was  Mr.  Ahrens,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Hanover.  Germany,  on  March  14.  1833.  and 
who  came  to  the  United  States  in  December,  1850. 
He  is  a son  of  Augustus  Ahrens,  a native  of  Bo- 
hemia, who  lived  to  a very  old  age,  but  the  dates  of 
his  birth  and  death  are  not  definitely  known.  He 
was  a professional  book-binder,  and  removed  from 
Bohemia  to  Germany  during  the  war  with  Napo- 
leon. and  was  in  the  Austrian  army.  His  wife, 
the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
Sophia  Simmons,  a native  of  Hanover.  Germany, 
born  near  Bremen.  She  also  lived  to  a very  ad- 
vanced age,  and  died  during  the  early  part  of  the 
sixties.  Their  marriage  took  place  in  1823,  and 
their  union  was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  eight  chib 
dren,  only  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Rosetta 
(wife  of  J.  N.  Israel,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.), 
Mary  A.  (wife  of  Mark  A.  Cahue,  of  Germany), 
John,  and  Helena  (wife  of  a Mr.  Frosch,  of  Chi 
cago).  Those  deceased  are:  Henry  (who.  died  in 
Drew  County,  Ark.,  in  1888),  Garson  (w'ho  died  in 
Germany),  and  two  children  who  died  in  infancy. 
John  Ahrens  was  reared  in  Hanover,  but  unlike 
the  majority  of  German  youths  his  early  educa- 
tional opportunities  were  not  of  the  best,  and  at 
the  early  age  of  fifteen  he  began  learning  the  can 
die  maker's  trade,  continuing  eighteen  months, 
then  turned  his  attention  to  cigar-making,  w'hich 
trade  received  his  attention  for  four  years.  At  the 
| expiration  of  this  time  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  continuing  three  years,  but  at  the  time  of 
his  removal  to  the  United  States  he  was  engaged 
in  merchandising.  For  two  years  after  his  arrival 
j in  Arkansas  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
cigars,  but  has  since  been  engaged  in  farming,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Drew 
County,  and  a good  home  in  Monticello.  He  also 
gives  much  of  his  attention  to  the  tire  insurance 
business,  and  as  agent  for  the  Waters  Pierce  Oil 
Company  is  doing  exceptionally  well.  December 
27,  1800,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nancy 
E.  Brooks,  a native  of  Alabama,  and  a daughter 
of  Willis  T.  Brooks,  who  is  now  residing  in  Ash- 
ley  County.  Mrs.  Ahrens  passed  from  this  life 
September  6,  1870,  having  borne  a family  consist- 
. ing  of  one  son  and  three  daughters:  Sarah  A. 
^(wife  of  H.  O.  Moss,  a resident  of  Lincoln  County). 
Mary  A.  (wife  of  John  H.  Dellmon,  of  Pine  Bluff. 
Ark.).  Ella  (wife  of  W illiam  Evans,  a farmer  of 
Ashley  County),  and  one  son.  William  Henry,  who 
was  born  April  20,  1S(L.  and  is  now  in  Texas. 
Mr.  Ahrens'  second  marriage  took  place  at  Monti 
cello,  Drew  County.  Ark..  May  17,  1870.  his  wife 
being  Miss  Emily  A.  Farrell,  who  died  June  24, 
1890.  a native  of  Mississippi,  and  a daughter  of 


William  M.  Farrell  (who  died  April  20,  1890)  of 
i Bradley  County,  Ark.  Four  children  have  blessed 
this  union  also:  Darwin.  Elmo.  Albert  A.  and 
M and.  In  the  month  of  March,  1802,  Mr. 

; Ahrens  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service,  becom- 
ing a member  of  Company  E.  Second  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  commanded  by  Col.  Siemens,  and  while 
serving  with  Gens.  Forrest,  Wheeler,  Fagan,  and 
other  cavalry  generals,  took  an  active  part,  in  the 
battles  of  Corinth  (second  battle),  Middleton, 
Tenu.,  Denmark  of  the  same  State,  and  was  with 
Price  on  his  famous  Missouri  raid.  He  returned 
home  at  the  close  of  the  war  without  parole  or  dis- 
charge. Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  and  has  been 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a Freethinker,  but  his 
I wife  was  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
i Church.  He  is  a Master  Mason,  belonging  to  Eureka 
| Lodge  No.  40  at  Monticello. 

S.  A.  Allen,  farmer,  Monticello,  Ark.  Mr. 

: Allen’s  parents,  Samuel  and  Mary  (Matthews)  Al- 
i len,  were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  his  grand- 
| father,  John  Allen,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  at  an  early  day,  and 
j died  before  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  latter 
had  one  son,  John  Allen.  Jr.,  who  served  all 
through  that  war.  Samuel  Allen  was  born  in 
j 1800,  and  was  a large  planter  of  Tennessee, 
whither  he  had  moved  about  1833.  He  was  the. 
owner  of  about  fifteen  slaves,  and  moved  to  this 
! county  about  1859,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  1882,  His  wife  died  in  1887.  Of  the 
I twelve  children  born  to  their  union,  live  are  now 
j living:  Andrew  Newton  (owner  of  a large  steam, 
grist  and  planing-mill  and  cotton-gin  of  Monti- 
cello), William  M.  (a  large  farmer  of  Marion 
Township,  and  the  owner  of  a steam  cotton-gin). 
John  W.  (an  M.  D.  of  Bradley  County).  S.  A.,  and 
Jay  (an  M.  D.  of  Baxter).  S.  A.  Allen  com- 
menced farming  for  himself  in  Drew  County  in 
1801.  and  in  June  of  the  following  year  joined 
Thompson’s  regiment  of  Confederate  Cavalry,  serv- 
ing until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  made  see- 
ond  lieutenant,  but  served  as  captain  of  his  com- 
pany on  account  of  the  sickness  of  the  captain 
aud  tirst  lieutenant.  He  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Prairie  Grove.  Pilot  Knob,  Jefferson  City. 
Kansas  City,  and  served  throughout  Price's  raid. 
He  was  wounded  in  a skirmish,  and  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  the  forefinger  of  his  left-hand. 
He  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Monticello  in 
June,  1805.  just  three  years  from  the  time  of  en- 
listment. Returning  home  he  commenced  farm- 
ing on  the  old  homestead,  and  there  he  has  since 
remained.  He  owns  200  acres  of  land,  aud  has 
100  acres  under  cultivation,  raising  cotton  prinei 
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pally.  He  was  married  on  September  13.  1859, 
to  Hi  ss  Elizabeth  J.  Matthews,  a cousin  of  his, 
who  was  born  in  North  Carolina  on  September  15, 
184.-1,  and  who  is  the  daughter  of  James  B.  and 
Elizabeth  Jane  (Stitt)  Matthews,  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  have  been  born 
two  children:  Lucius  Thomas  (whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  181)1,  who  is  married,  and  is  now  resid- 
ing at  home),  and  Linnie  Neva  (who  was  born  in 
1875).  Mr.  Allen  is  a member  of  the  Wheel,  and 
is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  county  and 
State.  He  and  wife  belong  to  the  Old  School 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  is  a Democrat  in  his 
political  views. 

James  Madison  Austin,  farmer,  was  born  on 
August  21,  1828,  in  the  county  of  Madison,  Ala., 
to  Pleasant  and  Mary  (Smith)  Austin,  one  of  their 
family  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  In  the 
case  of  Mr.  Austin  the  oft-abused  phrase,  •‘self- 
made  man,”  seems  to  have  a true  illustration,  for 
his  rise  in  life  has  been  accomplished  through  his 
individual  efforts,  and  by  a constant,  earnest  in- 
dustry. His  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  the  State 
of  his  birth,  and  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years  he 
began  life  for  himself  as  a farm  laborer,  continuing 
for  three  years,  then  moved  to  Mississippi  and 
followed  the  same  occupation,  returning  to  Ala- 
bama, on  a visit  at  the  end  of  about  one  year. 
Mississippi  again  became  his  residence  a short  time 
after,  and  from  here  he  enlisted  in  the  Mexican 
AVar,  becoming  a member  of  the  Second  Mississippi 
Riflemen,  but  only  served  from  January  to  July, 
1848,  when  he  again  went  to  his  old  home  in  Ala- 
bama. Here  he  continued  to  reside  until  1852. 
then  removed  to  Arkansas  and  settled  at  Gaines 
Landing,  on  the  Mississippi  River  in  Chicot  County, 
and  for  sometime  was  engaged  in  supplying  steam- 
boats plying  on  the  Mississippi  River  with  cord- 
wood.  After  seeking  to  improve  his  education  by 
attending  school  for  some  time,  he  embarked  in 
the  grocery  business  at  Gaines  landing,  but  two 
years  later  purchased  a wood  yard  in  Mississippi 
on  the  Mississippi  River,  which  he  continued  to 
successfully  conduct  for  one  year.  His  next  vent 
ure  was  to  purchase  some  land  of  the  North  Amer- 
ican Land  Company,  but  after  following  the  plow 
for  about  three  years  he  sold  his  land  and  again 
entered  mercantile  life,  being  thus  engaged  for  a 
year  or  more.  In  18(52  the  Federal  troops  made  a 
raid  upon  his  store  and  carried  away  all  his  goods, 
after  which  he  moved  to  Drew  County.  Ark.,  and 
followed  farming  near  Bayou  Bartholomew,  and 
here  purchased  a large  farm  in  18/2.  and  is  now 
tho  owner  of  390  acres  of  as  good  laud  as  there  is 
in  the  county.  22o  acres  of  winch  are  under  culti- 


vation, and  devoted  to  the  raising  of  corn,  cotton 
and  small  grains.  On  his  farm  is  a tine  steam 
grist-mill  and  cotton  gin,  and  apart  of  his  land  is 
in  Desha  County  and  part  in  Drew  County.  Airs. 
Austin  also  owns  a good  farm  in  Drew  County,  of 
which  thirty-five  acres  are  under  cultivation.  He 
was  in  the  army  during  the  latter  part  of  the  Civil 
War.  but  was  not  in  active  service.  Mr.  Austin 
has  been  married  three  times,  first  October  ■>.  1S55. 
to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Wylie,  a native  of  Arkansas,  and 
a daughter  of  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  State. 
She  died  in  1859  in  Chicot  County,  leaving  a 
daughter.  Alary  Frances,  now  the  wife  of  Alfred  L. 
Pounders,  a farmer  of  Drew  County.  His  next 
union  took  place,  in  Drew  County,  in  November, 
1807,  to  Miss  Mattie  Fitzgerald,  a native  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  died  in  1870.  having  borne  one  child,  a 
daughter  named  Katie,  who  died  in  childhood. 
His  marriage  to  his  present  wife  took  place  in 
Drew  County.  December  6,  1872.  she  being  a Airs. 
Susan  J.  L.  Smith,  widow  of  Tiliuan  AI.  Smith, 
and  a daughter  of  Jonathan  P.  and  Elizabeth  L. 
(Alexander)  Davis,  the  former's  death  occurring  in 
Arkansas  in  April,  1802,  and  the  latter" s in  Alarch, 
1874.  Airs.  Austin  was  born  in  Kentucky  July  22. 
1839,  and  by  her  former  husband  became  the 
mother  of  two  children:  Alary  L.  (wife  of  H.  L. 
Henry,  a merchant  of  Drew  County),  and  Alice  D. 
(wife  of  Thomas  B.  Chester,  also  a resident  of 
Drew  County).  Mrs.  Austin  is  a member  of  the 
Aletliodist*  Episcopal  Church.  South,  and  in  his 
political  views  Air.  Austin  is  a Democrat.  He  was 
accidentally  shot  in  the  arm  near  the  el  bow  in  1854. 
at  Gaines  Landing,  and  in  June.  ISO/,  was  way- 
layed  and  shot,  a second  time,  and  for  many  years 
both  his  arms  have  been  comparatively  useless  to 
him.  He  inherits  Irish  and  Welsh  blood  from  his 
parents,  and  his  father  was  a native  of  Smith 
County,  Ga..  born  in  1808.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  State,  was  a physician  by 
profession,  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  for  years 
was  bailiff  of  his  township.  He  died  in  Alabama 
September  1.  1844.  His  wife  was  born  in  South 
Carolina,  a daughter  of  Hughey  Smith,  and  died 
in  Drew  County.  Ark.,  in  1809,  having  removed  to 
this  State  in  1858.  They  were  married  in  Ala- 
bama, and  became  the  parents  of  five  children, 
only  two  of  whom  are  living:  James  AI.  and  Pru 
dehc-e  E.  (widow  of  Jerrv  Ledbetter,  in  Texas 
Those  deceased  are:  John  O.  T. , Cynthia  N.  and 
a daughter  who  died  in  infancy. 

R.  AI.  L.  Baker  is  one  of  the  prosperous  gen 
era!  merchants  of  Drew  County,  Ark.,  his  place  of 
business  being  at  Collins  He  was  born  in  Aleri 
weather  County.  Ga..  AI  it v 30,  1840,  being  a --on  of 
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John  and  Jane  (Bussey)  Baker,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  the  former  on 
September  12,  181b,  and  the  latter  February  19, 
1.819.  They  were  married  on  February  22.  1838, 
and  in  due  time  a family  of  thirteen  children  was 
born  to  them,  the  following  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing: Louisa  E..  Francis  AT.  Afarissa  R. . Robert 

M.  L.,  Georgia  F.,  Major  AL,  Ella  J..  Kittie  L. 
and  Captain  L.  Seven  of  the  family  reside  in  Ar- 
kansas, one  in  Texas  and  one  in  Florida.  The 
father  was  a mechanic  and  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the  owner  of  4S0 
acres  of  land,  which  was  divided  lret ween  his 
heirs.  He  became  a resident  of  Arkansas  in  1856, 


and  in  Drew  County  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
fortune.  He  was  a Democrat,  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  while  a resident  of  Georgia, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  Arkansas  Julv  31,  I860, 


followed  by  his  wife  on  April  1 1.  1SS0,  both  having 
been  earnest  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Rob- 
ert M.  L.  Baker  was  reared  and  educated  in  Drew 
County,  and  in  the  year  1871  began  life  for  himself 
as  a clerk,  and  in  September  of  the  same  year  be- 
gan retailing  whiskvs  and  family  groceries.  On 
March  20,  18(2,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Marietta 
Gates,  a native  of  Texas,  and  a daughter  of  David 
Gates,  but  on  September  16,  1877,  he  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  her  death,  she  having  borne  him  two 
children:  Mell  J.  and  Annie  B.  In  1879  Mr. 

Baker  married  Miss  Mollie  L.  Pyron.  she  having 
been  born  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  John  C.  and  Isabel  Pyron.  and  to  their  union 
two  children  have  been  born:  Christla  and  Mary 

A.  Mr.  Baker  is  now  following  merchandising 
and  farming,  his  stock  of  goods  being  valued  at 
$5,000,  and  the  amount  of  land  he  owns  is  485 
acres,  of  which  seventy-five  acres  are  under  culti- 
vation. He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  the 
K.  of  H. , and  he  and  Mrs.  Baker  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  is  a deacon.  Mr. 
Baker  is  a useful  and  honorable  citizen,  and  owing 
to  his  many  worthy  qualities  has  many  warm 
friends. 

Dr.  F.  M.  Baxter,  merchant  Monticello,  Ark., 
Well-directed  energy  and  honorable  dealing  al- 
ways tell  in  business,  and  indeed  in  everything 
else.  Dr.  Baxter  has  conducted  a very  prosperous 
business  at  this  place,  since  18S7,  and  during  the 
whole  tilne  that  has  elapsed,  bis  trade  has  advanced 
by  rapid  strides,  until  to-day  he  is  in  the  enjoy 
ment  of  as  good  a trade  any  merchant  in  the  city. 
Dr.  Baxter  was  originally  from  Hickman  County, 
Tenn.,  where  his  birth  occurred.  June  3.  1843,  and 
is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Violet  (Barron)  Baxter, 
natives  of  South  Carolina.  The  father  was  a suc- 


cessful tiller  of  the  soil,  and  he  and  family  emi 
grated  to  Tennessee. about  1886.  There  they  re- 
mained until  1874,  and  then  came  to  Monticello. 
Ark.,  where  the  father  died  in  188.0,  and  the  mother 
in  1885.  To  their  marriage  were  bom  twelve  chil 
dren,  nine  now  living.  Dr.  F.  M.  Baxter  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county, 
in  Tennessee,  reared  to  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and 
there  remained  until  twenty  one  years  of  age.  He 
then  began  the  study  of  dentistry,  and  graduated 
at  Vanderbilt  School  of  Dentistry,  in  1879.  The 
same  year  he  came  to  Monticello  and  practiced  his 
profession,  until  the  fall  of  1887,  when  he  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  this  he  has  since  car- 
ried on.  He  has  a first-class  stock  of  goods,  and 
is  doing  a flourishing  business.  He  is  also  inter- 
ested to  some  extent  in  real  estate.  His  marriage 
occurred  in  1885.  to  Miss  C.  A.  Higgason,  by  whom 
he  has  two  children:  Edgar  G.  and  Roy  H.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Baxter  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Henry  C.  Biggs  lias  met  with  well-deserved 
success  in  pursuing  the  calling  of  a planter,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  44.0  acres  of  land.  He  was 
born  February  1 1,  1822,  and  is  a son  of  Elias 
and  Margaret  (Guess)  Biggs,  who  were  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, in  1793  and  1796,  respectively.  'The  father 
was  a mechanic  by  trade,  and  this  occupation  re- 
ceived his  attention  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1852,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  whither  he 
had  moved  in  *1847.  His  widow  followed  him  to 
the  grave  in  1878,  she  being  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  Mr.  Biggs  was  a soldier  in  the  M ar  of 
181  2,  and  he  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  a 
family  of  fourteen  children:  Joseph,  William, 

Delpliia,  Susan,  Elizabeth,  Benjamin.  Henry  C., 
Mary.  Betsy,  Malinda,  Margaret,  Amanda.  Alex- 
ander and  Irvin.  Ten  of  the  family  are  still  liv- 
ing. four  residing  in  Arkansas,  one  in  Missis- 
sippi.  one  in  Illinois,  two  in  Alabama  and  two 
in  Texas.  Henry  C.  Biggs  received  his  educa- 
tion in  Marshall  County,  Ala.,  and  in  1847  set- 
tled in  Drew  County,  Ark. , where  he  opened  up 
a farm  and  still  resides.  He  was  married  to  Car- 
oline Berry,  in  1852,  she  being  a native  of  Arkan- 
sas, but  she  died  the  following  year,  leaving  an  in- 
fant. Henry.  Miss  Alary  McM array  became  his 
wife  in  1855.  and  by  him  has  become  the  mother 
of  the  following  children:  Rufus,  William.  Price, 
Emma,  Street.  Joseph,  Ben  jamin.  Melvinev.  Joan 
and  Phelix.  'The  manner  in  which  Air.  Biggs  has 
acquired  Ins  present  estate  denotes  him  to  be  an 
energetic,  successful  agriculturist,  and  everything 
about  his  place  is  kept  in  good  condition,  all  nec- 
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essary  buildings  forming  a prominent  feature  of 
the  improvements.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Biggs  are.  worthy 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

| South. 

Milton  A.  Binns.  a leading  planter  of  Drew 
County.  Ark.,  was  born  in  Talbot  County,  Ga.. 
August  30.  183*>.  his  parents.  Burrell  and  Lucinda 
(Phelps)  Binns,  being  also  natives  of  that  State, 
the  former's  birth  occurring  on  December  <3,  1811. 
They  were  married  October  20,  1835,  and  to  them 
a family  of  nine  children  was  born,  live  of  whom 
are  still  living,  and  all  are  residents  of  Drew 
County.  Their  names  are  Milton  A..  Sarah  A.. 
Edna  V.,  Mary  J.  and  Burrell.  The  father  of 
these  children  was  a merchant,  and  in  (January. 
1850,  emigrated  from  his  native  State  to  Arkansas 
by  wagons,  and  resided  in  Drew  County  until  his 
death,  January  1,  1860.  his  widow’s  death  occurring 
m the  month  of  February,  1872.  They  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  was  a (Ma- 
son of  high  rank.  The  paternal  grandfather.  Bur- 
rell  Binns,  was  a native  of  Virginia.  (Milton  A. 
Binns  attended  the  common  schools  of  Georgia, 
and  upon  his  father's  removal  to  Arkansas  in 
1857  he  came  with  him,  but  returned  to  his 
native  State  two  years  later  and  was  married  there, 
November  10.  1858,  to  Susan  A.  Dupree,  who  was 
born  in  Georgia,  a daughter  of  Drury  and  Eliza- 
beth A.  Dupree.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  he 
located  permanently  in  Arkansas,  and  have  here 
reared  their  family:  Beulah  (wife  of  J.  D.  Jack- 
son),  Christopher  C. , Emma  C.  (who  married  H. 
B.  James),  John  M..  Daisy.  Starling  G.,MidaM., 
Willie  W..  James  H.  and  Dora.  Chailes  B.  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Binns  has  a valuable  farm  of 
320  acres,  with  sixty  acres  under  cultivation,  and 
is  a man  whom  all  look  up  to  and  respect.  He  is 
a member  of  Lacy  Lodge  No.  40,  A.  F.  & A.  M. , 
and  has  represented  his  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
three  different  times.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
; justice  of  the  peace  one  term,  is  a member  of  the 
Agricultural  Wheel,  and  he  and  wife  belong  to 
the  Baptist  Church. 

Oliver  P.  Bond,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Nel- 
son, Ark.  A gallant  soldier  for  a number  of  years 
j in  the  Confederate  service  during  the  late  war,  and 
j a man  whose  life  has  been  an  active  one.  Mr.  Bond 
is  now  occupied  in  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  blacksmith 
trade.  He  was  born  in  Georgia  July  21.  1843. 
and  is  the  son. of  William  P.  and  Eliza  E.  (Amos) 
Bond,  natives  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  re- 
spectively The  father  was  born  in  1808.  was  a 
successful  agriculturist,  and  came  to’Drew  County. 
Ark.,  in  1857.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he 


enlisted  in  the  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry  in  J uly.  1 801 , 
was  commissioned  second  lieutenant,  and  served 
until  1802,  when  he  returned  home  and  again  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  died  in  1880.  He  was  the 
son  of  William  and  — (Brown)  Bond,  and  the 
grandson  of  William  Bond,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, but  of  Irish  descent,  and  who  came  to  the 
United  States  a short  time  previous  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  in  which  he  participated,  and  lo- 
cated in  South  Carolina,  The  mother  of  our  sub 
ject  died  in  1889.  Oliver  P.  Bond  was  the  second 
eldest  of  seven  children  born  to  his  parents,  live 
of  whom  are  living:  Oliver  P. , Edward  B,  (farmer 
of  Saline  Township,  and  the  owner  of  about  300 
acres  of  land),  Carrie  (now  Mrs.  Stephenson  of 
this  township),  Thomas  (in  the  railroad  business  in 
Utah),  and  Dr.  R.  R,  (of  this  township).  Oliver 
P.  Bond  was  educated  in  the  academy  at  Wood 
bury,  Ga. , and  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age  when 
his  father  moved  to  tins  county.  He  commenced 
farming  in  1807,  but  previous  to  this,  in  May. 
1861,  he  enlisted  iu  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry, 
and  served  in  that  regiment  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh. 
Farmington,  Mumfordsville,  Perry ville,  Murfrees- 
boro, and  was  there  wounded  and  captured  b_\ 
Union  troops.  He  was  conveyed  to  Camp  Morton. 
Ind.,  where  he  was  retained  until  August.  1804. 
when  he,  in  company  with  seven  others,  disarmed 
the  guards  and  succeeded  in  making  their  escape. 
He  did  not  escape  from  that  State,  however,  and 
so  engaged  in  the  harness  and  hardware  business 
in  Martinsville,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  until 
1860.  He  then  returned  home.  and.  as  above 
stated,  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil.  This  he 
still  continued  iu  connection  with  the  blacksmith 
trade,  which  he  had  learned  previous  to  the  war, 
and  in  1880  moved  to  his  present  farm.  He  wa- 
married  in  1800  to  Miss  Helen  I.  Ragland,  a na- 
tive of  Georgia,  born  in  1841  and  the  daughter  of 
John  S.  Ragland.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bond  have 
been  bora  four  children:  Reola,  (Mary  J.,  Carrie, 

and  William  E.  Mr.  Bond  is  a member  of  the 
County  Wheel,  and  he  was  also  president  of  the 
County  Club. 

Francis  M.  Bordeaux  is  one  of  the  successful 
agriculturists  of  Drew  County,  Ark.,  owning  200 
'acres  of  land,  and  his  farm,  which  comprises  sixty 
acres  in  cultivation,  is  very  fertile  and  carefully 
tilled,  and  consequently  yields  a largo  annual  in 
come.  He  farms  on  the  improved  plan,  using  fer- 
tilizing preparations  to  improve  his  land,  and  his 
operations  are  being  attended  with  the  best  results. 
He  was  born  on  July  22,  1842.  in  New  Hanover 
Countv,  N.  C..  being  a son  of  Daniel  Bordeaux. 
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who  resided  on  tlie  place  that  was  settled  by  his 
great  grandfather,  a French  Huguenot.  He  re- 
mained in  his  native  State  until  he  was  twenty- 
six  years  of  age,  then  came  to  Arkansas,  and  mar- 
ried one  of  Drew  County’s  daugliteis.  Miss  Rebecca 
Lamb,’  after  which  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
tine  ridge  land,  and  proceeded  to  make  him  a home 
with  the  above-mentioned  results.  His  union  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children: 
Ernest  E. , La  Fayette,  Marguerite  Iv. , Leonora  L. 
Eurenus  Julia,  Helen  F.,  Alice  Rebecca,  and 
Daniel  T.  In  the  month  of  June,  1801,  Mr.  Bor- 
deaux enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  remaining 
until  after  Tjee’s  surrender  under  the  command  of 
D.  H.  Hill,  commanding  division  in  Company  C. 
First  North  Carolina  State  Troops  Infantry,  but 
after  the  death  of  Gen.  Jackson,  who  commanded 
the  corps,  he  was  under  Gen.  Ewell.  He  was  in 
the  attacking  party  in  the  seven  days’  tight  at 
Meclianicsville,  remaining  all  through  the  battle, 
and  was  also  in  the  tight  and  skirmish  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  at  Gettysburg  and  Harper's 
Ferry,  being  also  in  the  seven  days’  fight,  at  Rich- 
mond. He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Spottsylvania 
and  remained  a prisoner  of  war  until  the  cessation 
of  hostilities  when  he  was  paroled  and  returned 
home,  where  he  has  devoted  his  time  and  attention 
to  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  farming.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  six  years  in 
succession,  and  is  a man  who  commands  the  re- 
spect of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Farmers'  Alliance. 

C.  M.  Boyd,  planter.  Monticello,  Ark.  It  can 
not  be  denied  that  a man  who  lives  according  to 
the  highest  principles  of  what  he  conceives  to  be 
right,  helping  others  and  caring  for  those  unable 
to  do  for  themselves,  in  a word,  keeping  as  his  aim 
the  golden  rule,  will  receive  the  most  honored 
esteem  of  his  fellow-creatures.  Such  a one 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Born  in  Chicot 
County,  Ark.,  March  0,  1839,  he  was  the  son  of 
Frank  A.  and  Frances  E (Morrell)  Boyd.  The 
father  was  a native  of  Laurens  District.  S.  ('., 
born  in  1809,  and  the  mother  was  a native  of  Mis- 
sissippi, born  August  10,  1817.  where  they  were 
married  June  18,  1838.  The  father  came  to  Mis- 
sissippi when  it  boy.  and  in  1838.  with  his  wife  and 
two'  children,  came  to  Arkansas  and  located  in 
Fnion,  now  Chicot  County,  near  Grand  Lake, 
where  he  entered  a large  tract  of  land.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  region,  and  suf- 
fered many  of  the  privations  incident  to  pioneer 
life.  Wild  animals  were  numerous,  'and  his  table 
was  almost  always  supplied  with  bear  meat  or  veni- 
son. In  1848  the  family  removed  to  Ashley 


County,  Ark.,  which  was  then  Drew  County,  and 
there  they  remained  until  1880.  when  they  came 
with  our  subject  to  Monticello.  At  this  place  both 
passed  the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives,  the  father 
dying  January  6,  1887,  and  the  mother  September 
8-1,  1880.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children: 
Marcus  D. , Charles  M.  and  Young  P.  (now  living). 
The  father  was  a farmer  all  his  life,  and  was  an 
honest,  industrious  citizen.  C.  M.  Boyd  was  prin- 
cipally reared  in  Ashley  County,  and  was  brought 
up  to  hard  labor  on  the  farm,  which  be  assisted  his 
father  in  clearing.  He  remained  at  home  until  the 
war  broke  out.  and  in  1801  enlisted  in  Cap.t. 
Wether’s  company,  and  served  until  the  surrender. 
He  was  in  the  cavalry,  and  had  a horse  shot  under 
him.  Upon  the  reorganization  of  the  regiment  he 
was  made  lieutenant,  and  was  also  in  the  commis- 
sary department  for  some  time.  He  was  in  a great 
many  hard  fought  battles,  and  after  the  surrender 
he  resumed  farming  for  a short  time.  He  cut  a 
raft,  hired  some  hands,  and  ran  it  to  New  Orleans, 
when  he  sold  it.  He  was  deputy  sheriff  for  two 
years  in  Ashley  County.  He  next  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  under  the  firm  title  of  Files, 
Boyd  & Co.,  but  during  the  Clayton  trouble  their 
business  was  almost  broken  up.  He,  however, 
started  again,  and  after  running  for  a short  time 
sold  out  to  William  Stell  and  went  to  Collins, 
where  he  clerked  from  1872  to  187 1.  He  then 
formed  a partnership  with  Maj.  J.  T.  W.  Tillar 
and  continued  copartnership  until  January,  1888, 
when  Mr.  Boyd  bought  his  partner  out  and  contin- 
ued the  same  alone  until  recently.  He  has  several 
thousand  acres  of  good  land,  and  has  a good  store 
on  one  farm.  He  has  over  1,000  acres  under  cul- 
tivation, and  is  one  of  the  extensive  farmers  of 
Drew  and  Ashley  Counties.  He  was  first  married, 
in  1804,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lambert,  and  his  second 
marriage  was  to  Miss  Frances  E.  Dueker,  who 
bore  him  one  child,  C.  Morrell  (deceased).  His 
third  marriage  was  in  1874  to  Miss  E.  E.  Godwin, 
who  bore  him  six  children:  Frank  H. , Anna  B. , 
Bettie  M. , Edna  E.,  Virginia  E.  and  Charley  M. 
Mr.  Boyd  is  a Mason  and  a K.  of  P. 

Dr.  J.  K.  Brooks  is  well  known  to  the  readers 
of  this  volume  as  one  of  Drew  County's  most  suc- 
cessful physicians,  and  owes  his  nativity  to  North 
Carolina,  where  he  was  born  October  8,  18-18.  be- 
ing one  of  two  children  born  to  John  and  Eliza 
(Malone)  Brooks,  who  were  also  born  in  the  Old 
North  State.  Both  parents  died  when  their  son. 
J.  K..  was  quite  young,  the  mother  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
Dr.  J.  K.  Brooks  received  his  education  in  Trinity 
College.  North  Carolina,  and  his  knowledge  of  medi 
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cal  lore  was  received  in  the  Louisville  University  of 
Louisville,  Ivv.  He  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in.  Drew  County.  Ark.,  and  during  the 
following  year  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Bailey, 
who  was  born  in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  a daughter 
of  Dr.  Henry  and  Eliza  Bailey,  and  to  their  union 
the  following  family  of  children  were  born:  Nor- 
] mal,  Fannie,  Willie  K.,  Henry  B.,  Mattie  G., 
Katie,  Alittio  and  Ella  M.  Dr.  Brooks  is  an  able 
medical  practitioner,  and  has  drawn  around  him  a 
large  patronage,  and  all  those  who  have  had  occa- 
sion to  call  upon  him  professionally  have  every, 
confidence  in  his  ability.  He  has  always  been  in- 
terested in  the  proper  education  of  the  rising  gen- 
eration,  giving  liberally  of  his  means  for  school 
purposes,  and  is  also  a generous  contributor  to 
churches,  his  wife  being  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South.  The  Doctor  be- 
longs to  the  Agricultural  Wheel. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Brown,  physician,  Monticello,  Ark. 
Dr.  Brown  is  recognized  throughout  the  State  as  a 
friend  of  and  laborer  in  the  cause  and  advancement 
of  the  medical  fraternity.  He  is  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee, born  in  Lincoln  County,  on  November  23, 
1843,  and  is  one  of  eight  children,  three  now  liv- 
ing: J.  M. , Dr.  W.  A.  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Gragg, 
born  to  the  union  of  Samuel  and  Amaranda  (Rob- 
inson) Brown,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Vir- 
ginia, respectively.  The  Brown  family  originally 
came  from  Ireland  and  the  mother's  people  from 
Scotland.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Tennessee.  He  bored  an  ar- 
tesian well,  and  at  a depth  of  300  feet  struck  sul- 
phur water  which  now  comes  out  two  feet  above 
ground.  All  but  ten  feet  of  this  depth  was  bored 
through  limestone  rock.  It  is  in  Lincoln  County. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a successful  agri- 
culturist, and  he  and  wife  emigrated  to  Tennes- 
see, at  an  early  day,  where  they  received  their  final 
summons  in  Lincoln  Comity,  in  1850  and  1858, 
respectively.  Dr.  W.  A.  Brown  was  early  taught 
the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  remained  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  seventeen  years  of  age. 
Just  at  this  time  the  war  broke  out  and  he  en- 
listed in  the  Eighth  Tennessee  Infantry.  Confed- 
erate States  Army,  was  wounded  by  a shell  in  the 
right  knee  at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  aud  was 
I taken  to  his  homo.  After  convalescing  he  attended 
literary  at  Washington  Lee  Fniversity  at  Lexing- 
ton, Va.,  and  graduated  from  that  institution.  In 
1869  he  graduated  in  medicine  at  Nashville,  Tenn. , 
aud  then  practiced  for  two  years  in  Lincoln  County, 
of  that  State.  In  1871  he  came  to  Arkansas,  lo- 
cated in  Lincoln  County  for  two  years;  and  then 
came  to  Drew  County,  residing  for  some  time  in 
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the  northern  part  of  the  county.  In  June,  1889, 
he  located  at  Monticello,  where  he  has  since  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was 
married  in  1875,  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Hoke,  by  whom 
he  has  four  children:  Dnffie  A.,  Myrtle  A.,  Willie 
R.  and  Carroll  J.  The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  K.  of  H.,  and  is  an  elder 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Green  B.  Bullock  is  a successful  planter  aud 
cotton- ginner  of  Drew  County.  Ark.,  and  was 
born  in  Meriwether  County.  Ga. , April  8,  1 834. 
being  a son  of  Cyprian  and  Lucinda  (Gray)  Bul- 
lock, who  were  also  born  in  Georgia,  the  former's 
birth  occurring  in  1802  and  the  latter’s  in  1814. 
their  marriagedieing  consummated  iu  1833.  Their 
children  are  as  follows:  Green  B.,  Martha  A.  Dan- 
iel H.,  JesseH.  Cyprian,  Benjamin  F.  and  Samuel. 
Two  of  the  family  reside  in  Drew  County.  Ark., 
and  the  rest  in  Meriwether  County.  Ga. , the  par 
ents  also  residing  there,  the  father  being  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  a man  who  takes  an  interest  iu 
all  good  works.  They  are  both  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  although  quite  aged  their 
minds  are  still  active  and  show  but  little  the  rav- 
ages of  time.  Green  B.  Bullock  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  State,  and  was  there  also 
married,  his  wife  being  a Miss  Ellen  Courtney,  a 
native  of  the  State  and  a daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Elizabeth  Courtney.  She  was  born  in  1837,  and 
on  October  15,  1855,  her  union  with  Mr.  Bullock 
was  celebrated.  In  1856  they  emigrated  to  Ar- 
kansas and  settled  on  their  present  farm  in  Drew 
County,  which  consists  of  640  acres  of  good  land. 
125  acres  being  under  cultivation.  His  cotton- 
gin  is  fitted  up  with  all  the  latest  improvements  and 
nets  him  a paying  annual  income.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  a Mason,  belonging 
to  Collins  Lodge  No.  212.  and  is  a man  who  is 
interested  in  everything  for  the  good  of  the  county, 
giving  liberally  of  his  means  in  the  support  of 
worthy  enterprises.  He  served  in  the  Confederate 
armv  during  the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  1862  under 
Gen.  Hindman,  and  the  first  hard  tight  in  which 
he  took  part  was  at  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  He  held 
the  office  of  sergeant,  under  Gen.  Churchill,  and 
in  May.  1865,  was  discharged  at  Marshall,  Tex., 
and  returned  home  to  resume  tilling  the  soil,  to 
which  he  has  since  given  his  attention.  He  is  a 
patron  of  schools,  has  been  a director  in  his  dis 
trict  for  twelve  years,  and  has  given  his  children 
good  educational  advantages.  His- family  is  as 
follows:  Elizabeth  (deceased).  Lucinda  (deceased). 
Delia  (wife  of  Henry  Lephew),  Green  B.  (who  is 
married  to  Emma  McNeas),  William  (J. . Ophelier. 
Cyprian,  Mattie  and  Stephen  It.  (deceased). 
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William  Bnllock  is  a worthy  and  fairly  sriccess- 
ful  planter  and  eotton-ginner  of  Drew  County,  Ark. , 
and  was  born  in  Georgia,  July  12,  1834.  being  a 
brother  of  Stephen  Bullock,  whose  sketch  appears 
above.  William  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  State,  and  was  married  there 
October  18.  1895,  to  Miss  Millie  Courtney,  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  Courtney,  who 
died  April  7,  1899.  leaving  four  children: 

Stephen,  Mary  Jane,  Melissa,  and  Catharine. 
Shortly  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Bullock  removed  to 
Drew  County,  Ark.,  and  is  now  residing  on  an  ex- 
ceedingly fertile  and  well-kept  tract  of  land,  em- 
bracing 540  acres,  200  acres  of  which  are  under 
cultivation  and  well  stocked,  lie  is  the  owner  of 
a fine  steam  cotton-gin,  which  is  fitted  up  with  all 
the  latest  improvements,  and  this  brings  him  iu  a 
paying  annual  income.  He  has  held  the  office 
i of  lecturer,  and  is  now  treasurer  of  the  Agricult- 
ural Wheel.  He  was  again  married  December  6. 
1871,  to  Miss  Mary  Baldy.  and  he  and  wife  are 
earnest  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  They 
are  the  parents  of  eight  children,  whose  names  are 
as  follows:  Sydney,  Thomas,  Lelia.  Henry.  Ola, 
Jo,  Emma,  and  Green  C.  On  June  1,  1862,  Mr. 
Bullock  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  under 
Gen.  Hindman,  and  the  first  severe  engagement  in 
which  he  participated  was  at  Prairie  Grove,  Wash- 
ington County.  Ark.  After  serving  the  cause  he 
espoused  in  a very  faithful  manner,  he  received  his 
discharge  in  May,  1865,  after  which  he  returned 
home  and  resumed  tilling  the  soil,  which  occupa- 
tion has  received  his  attention  ever  since. 

Stephen  Bullock.  Among  the  representative 
planters  of  the  county  none  are  more  favorably 
known  or  highly  respected  than  Mr.  Bullock, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 
October  3,  1847.  His  parents,  Henry  and  Cinder- 
ella (Bussey)  Bullock,  were  born  in  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  April  8,  1806.  and  November 
16,  1814,  respectively,  and  their  union  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  thirteen  children,  the  following  of 
whom  are  living:  William.  Cyprian,  Lucinda, 

Stephen,  Jasper,  and  Lissie.  all  of  whom  are  resi- 
dents of  Drew  County,  Ark.  The  father  was  a 
successful  planter,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
August  31 , 1884,  left  an  estate  of  240  acres,  which 
he  willed  to  his  youngest  child.  He  was  a deacon 
of  the  Baptist  Church  for  many  years,  and  was  a 
public  spirited  and  worthy  citizen.  His  wife,  who 
also  belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church,  passed  from 
life  May  5,  1882.  Stephen  Bui  look  came  to  Drew 
County.  Ark.,  with  Ins  parents  in  1859.  and  here 
received  his  education,  being  an  attendant  of  the 
common  schools.  On  starting  out  in  life  for  him- 


self his  worldly  possessions  consisted  of  $100  in 
money,  a horse  and  a cow,  but  he  set  energetically 
to  work  to  farming,  and  his  labors  have  been  at- 
tended with  excellent  results,  and  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  340  acres  of  land,  of  which  seventy  acres 
are  under  cultivation.  He  is  interested  in  all  good 
works,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the  K.  of 
H.  and  the  Agricultural  Wheel.  He  and  wife, 
whom  he  married  November  30.  1870.  and  whose 
maiden  name  was  Lou  Skipper,  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church.  She  was  born  in  Alabama 
in  1854.  and  is  in  every  respect  a helpmate  to  her. 
husband. 

C.  L.  Burks,  president  of  the  Monticello  Bank, 
Monti  cello,  Ark,  Mr.  Burks  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  wealthy  men  of  the  county,  and  an  ex- 
tensive real  estate  holder,  his  opinion  being  author 
ity  in  the  real  estate  market.  He  was  born  in  North 
Alabama,  in  1824,  and  is  the  son  of  John  P.  and 
Mary  (Harris)  Burks,  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion. 
The  parents  emigrated  to  Alabama  and  thence  to 
Tennessee,  where  they  both  passed  the  closing 
scenes  of  their  lives.  They  reared  a large  family, 
numbering  fifteen,  but  only  four  are  now  living. 
C.  L.  Burks  was  about  seventeen  years  of  age  when 
he  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Tennessee,  and 
was  therefore  principally  educated  in  Alabama, 
where  he  attended  the  common- schools.  His  father 
early  instructed  him  in  the  duties  of  farm  life  and 
he  remained  with  his  parents  engaged  in  agricult 
ural  pursuits  until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  In 
1856  he  came  to  Monticello,  Ark.,  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business,  and  carried  this  on  success 
fully  until  1885.  He  then  closed  this  out  and  in 
May.  1887,  b ecarne  president  of  the  Monticello 
Bank.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
county,  and,  as  before  stated,  is  an  extensive  real 
estate  holder.  Ho  has  made  a vast  amount  of 
wealth,  all  the  result  of  energv  and  good  business 
management,  and  is  abundantly  worthy  of  the 
large  measure  of  success  achieved.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1866  to  Miss  Nellie  Edins,  and  the  fruits  of 
this  union  have  been  four  living  children.  Mr. 
Burks  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He 
is  one  of  the  early  merchants  of  Monticello. 

Joseph  E.  Bussey,  proprietor  of  Bussey  House. 
Monticello,  Ark.  Mr.  Bussey  has  been  a resident 
of  Drew  County  for  nearly  half  a century,  and  is 
a man  well  known  and  esteemed  throughout,  the 
same.  He  was  born  in  Talbot  County.  Ga..  Sep 
tern  her  8,  1832,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Eliza- 
beth (Lake)  Bussey,  also  natives  of  Georiga  and  of 
Irish- Welsh  descent.  The  paternal  grandfather. 
David  Bussey,  was  a native  of  the  Emerald  Die. 
and  at  a very  early  day  emigrated  to  the  "United 
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States  and  settled  in  Lincoln  County,  Ga.  He 
died  in  Sumter  County  of  that  State.  The  Lake 
family  were  also  early  residents  of  Georgia. 
James  Bussey,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a me- 
chanic by  trade  and  followed  blaoksmitbing  in 
Georgia,  where  he  ran  a large  establishment.  He 
was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1S12  and  also  in  the 
Indian  war.  In  1841  he  moved  to  Alabama,  re- 
mained there  for  three  years,  and  in  January,  1844, 
he  again  started  out.  with  his  family,  stopping 
from  March  until  November  in  Tennessee,  (hence 
direct  to  Drew  County.  Ark.  He  made  the  trip 
through  in  wagons  and  arrived  in  this  county  De- 
cember  23.  1844.  He  entered  a farm  at  Lacey,  in 
Veasey  Township,  where  we  find  him  among  the 
first  settlers.  He  first  erected  a little  log-cabin  of 
rough  stature,  but  later  a much  better  structure, 

, and,  although  the  neighbors  were  few  and  far  be- 
tween, they  were  none  the  less  friendly,  and  a good 
time  could  always  be  counted  upon.  Game  of  all 
kinds  was  in  abundance,  deer  were  seen  in  large 
droves  and  were  often  brought  down  with  the 
crack  of  his  rifle,  as  were  also  bear.  In  1851  he 
i moved  to  Ashley  County.  Ark.,  and  there  remained 
until  1855,  when  he  moved  to  Bastrop,  La.,  and 
died  there  in  185S.  The  mother  died  in  1873. 
They  had  twelve  children,  only  two  now  living: 

| James  (resides  in  Bastrop,  La.),  and  Joseph  F. 
Four  sons  served  in  the  late  war.  Joseph  F.  was 
but  a boy  when  he  came  to  the  wilderness  of 
Arkansas,  and  here  he  grew  to  maturity,  working 
on  the  farm  and  receiving  such  schooling  as  was 
obtainable  at  that  early  day.  He  worked  on  a 
farm  until  1851,  when  he  entered  a store  as  clerk 
at  Gaines  Landing,  and  there  remained  three 
years,  after  which  he  went  to  Ashley  County'  and 
there  carried  on  business  for  two  years  for  himself 
and  J.  S.  Wood—  firm,  J.  S.  Wood  & Co.  He 
then  came  to  Lacey,  was  in  business  there  until 
1859,  and  in  I860  moved  to  Monticello,  where, 
after  clerking  for  a short  time,  he  bought  out  his 
employers.  He  carried  on  his  business  until  1862, 
when  he  enlisted  in  Owen's  Heavy  Artillery  and 
remained  otrt  about  six  months,  after  which  he 
was  discharged  on  account  of  disability.  In  the 
I fall  of  1862  he  was  elected  circuit  and  county 
clerk  and  held  the  office  until  1808  (or  until  recon- 
struction) with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  people.  He  again  embarked  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  and  was  thus  occupied  until 
1877,  when  he  moved  on  his  farm  and  cultivated 
the  soil  until  1879.  He  was  then  elected  county 
assessor  and  moved  back  to  Monticello,  where  he 
held  the  office  for  two  years.  In  1880  he  embarked 
in  the  hotel  business,  which  he  still  carries  on. 
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He  keeps  a first  class  house,  and  by  his  able  man- 
agement has  secured  a vastly  increasing  patronage, 
and  has  contributed  much  to  the  house’s  desir- 
ability as  a home  for  the  traveling  public.  Mr. 
Bussey  was  first  married,  January  9,  1859,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  A.  Binns,  by  whom  he  had  six  children, 
two  of  whom  are  now  living:  Lezetta  F.  and 
James  B.  Mrs.  Bussey'  died  in  1872,  and  Mr. 
Bussey'  was  again  married  in  1873  to  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Morgan,  by'  whom  he  had  one  child  (deceased). 
Mr.  Bussey'  was  married,  the  third  time,  September 
24,  1874.  to  Mrs.  Julia  E.  Royal.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Iv. 
of  P.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  • the  Baptist 
Church.  He  has  a host  of  friends  and  is  a host  in 
himself. 

Reuben  Clayton,  dealer  in  harness,  saddlery, 
etc.,  Monticello,  Ark.  Mr.  Clay'ton  was  born  in 
Cecil  County',  Aid.,  January  31,  1819,  and  is  the 
son  of  Thomas  D.  and  Rachel  (Dawson)  Clayton, 
the  father  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
mother  of  Lancaster  County,  Penn.  The  Clayton 
family  were  originally  from  Wales,  and  the  grand- 
father, who  was  a major  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  died,  in  Buncombe  County,  N.  C.  The  old 
ancestry  were  noted  for  their  war  fame,  as  some  of 
the  family  were  in  all  the  wars.  The  father  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  participated  in 
some  severe  engagements,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  held  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  commissary 
department,  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  during'  the 
late  war.  His  parents  both  died  in  Maryland.  The 
father  was  a merchant,  a fisherman  and  a farmer 
by7  occupation,  and  resided  in  Cherokee  Bay . Of 
the  eight  children  born  to  their  marriage,  four  are 
now  living.  Reuben  Clayton  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  but  never  worked  on  the  same,  and  was 
engaged  in  merchandising  in  Baltimore  for  some 
time.  In  the  winter  of  1856  he  came  to  Arkansas, 
located  near  Batesville,  on  White  River,  and 
carried  on  farming  until  the  war  broke  out,  when 
he  enlisted  in  the  service.  After  the  war  he  came 
to  Monticello,  Ark.,  engaged  in  his  present  busi- 
ness, and  has  since  carried  it  on.  He  has  been 
justice  of  the  peace  for  several  years,  and  is  the 
owner  of  some  real  estate  in  town.  He  was  married 
February  1,  1849,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Blassingame, 
a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  fruit  of  this 
union  has  been  one  child,  Effie,  wife  of  R.  F. 
Hyatt.  Mr.  Clayton  was  previously  married  in 
Delaware,  and  became  the  father  of  one  child, 
Philo  G. 

Moses  Collins,  a pioneer  settler  of  Drew  County, 
Ark.,  and  a wealthy  planter  of  the  same,  was  born 
in  Richmond  County.  Ga.,  August  12,  1815,  being 
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a sou  of  Moses  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Collins,  who 
were  born  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  in  1783 
and  1784,  respectively.  The  following  children 
were  born  to  their  union:  Moses  (the  subject  of 
this  sketch),  James  (who  is  a bachelor,  and  resides 
in  Mississippi),  and  Harriet  (who  is  married  to 
Mumford  Wilson,  and  resides  in  Mississippi), 
living,  and  Eliza  Mary.  Benjamin,  Elijah  \Y., 
Archibald  O. , Irvin  R.  and  an  infant  deceased. 
The  father  of  these  children  was  a wealthy  agri- 
culturist, and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  March  IT, 
1857,  was  the  owner  of  10,000  acres  of  land.  He 
was  an  active  politician,  and  besides  holding  a 
number  of  local  offices  he  represented  his  county 
in  the  State  Legislature.  He  and  wife,  who  died 
in.  1806,  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Their  son,  Moses,  was  educated  in  Tuscaloosa, 
j Ala.,  in  a private  school,  and  on  June  30,  1846, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Payne, 
who  was  born  in  that  State  June  20,  18,2:8,  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Payne,  and  to 
them  a family  of  twelve  children  has  been  born: 
James  P.  (deceased),  Rufus,  William  (deceased), 
Elizabeth  (who  was  united  in  marriage  to  E.  J. 

I J agger,  John,  Eliza,  Moses  (who  married  Mattie 
Johnson),  Mary  (deceased),  Robert  L.  (who 
married  Mary  L.  Johnson).  Alva,  Albert  S.  J.  and 
! an  infant  (deceased).  Mr.  Collins  is  a well-known 
tiller  of  the  soil  in  Drew  County,  and  is  the  owner 
j of  about  900  acres  of  good  land,  of  which  125  are 
under  cultivation,  well  improved  and  stocked.  The 
mother  of  the  above-named  children  died  March 
5,  1878,  mourned  by  not  only  her  immediate  and 
sorrowing  household,  but  by  all  who  knew  her. 

James  R.  Cotharn,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Monticellonian.  Montieello,  Ark.  Generally 
age  and  experience  are  essential  to  success  and  pro- 
motion, but  in  the  example  before  us  we  have  a 
young  man  who  has  risen,  without  any  especial 
fortuitous  circumstances,  to  the  head  of  one  of'  the 
representative  papers  in  that  part  of  Arkansas. 
He  owes  his  nativity  to  Drew  County,  Ark.,  where 
his  birth  occurred  on  February  5,  1850,  and  was 
one  of  a small  family  of  children  born  to  tire  union 
of  David  B.  and  Eustasia  (House)  Gotham.  The 
parents  were  married  in  Drew  County,  Ark., 
where  they  located  in  I'M*,  and  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  the  same.  The  father  tilled 
the  soil  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war, 
and  then  enlisted  and  was  captured  on  the 
Saline  River.  He  was  taken  to  Rock  Island 
and  there  died.  The  mother  had  died  in  1859. 
James  R.  Gotham  was  reared  in  the  country  until 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  then  learned  the  printer’s 
trade,  being  enabled  ere  long  to  work  at  the  case. 
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In  1873  he  purchased  a half  interest  in  his  present 
paper,  and  in  1884  bought  out  the  whole  concern, 
w hich  is  the  only  paper  published  in  Drew  County. 
In  his  youth  he  began  the  study  of  law7,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1879,  and  has  since  been  in 
practice  in  partnership  with  Z T.  Wood,  one  of 
Drew  County's  most  eminent  lawyers.  Mr.  Got- 
ham was  married,  October  14,  1874.  to  Miss  Alice 
Powell,  by  whom  he  has  six  children:  Norwood, 
James  R.,  Jr.,  Edward  F.,  Coke,  Mattie  and 
Blanche.  He  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H.  and  is 
an  enterprising  citizen  of  the  county. 

James  F.  Dunham  is  one  of  the  leading  planters 
of  Drew  County,  Ark.,  and  was  born  in  Alabama 
an  October  .19.  1833,  a son  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Odom)  Danham,  the  former  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, in  1805,  and  the  latter  in  Tennessee,  in 
1814.  To  their  union  the  following  family  of 
children  was  born:  William  C.,  John  H. , Francis, 
George  IV.,  Nannie  L. , Joab  TV.,  Susan  C.. 
Thomas  J.  and  Mattie  A.  (living),  and  Benjamin 
F.,  Ruzana  and  Mary  (deceased).  At  the  time  of 
the  father’s  death,  which  occurred  in  Grant 
County,  Ark.,  June  19,  1882.  whither  he  had 
moved  in  December,  1881,  he  was  the  owner  of 
159  acres  of  land  on  which  he  had  located  in 
December,  1867.  He  w7as  a member  of  the  Bap 
fist  Church,  as  is  his  widow,  who  still  resides  in 
Grant  County,  making  her  home  with  a son. 
James  F.  Danham  was  educated  in  La  Fayette 
County,  Mjss. , and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  be- 
gan the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  and  on  July  24. 
1.855,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susan  A. 
Green,  who  was  born  in  Mississippi,  December  5. 
1837,  a daughter  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  Green, 
and  their  marriage  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of 
the  following  family:  Rufus  O.,  Mourning  E. 

(who  married  James  Grizell),  Amanda  (deceased). 
Susan  (wife  of  Sip  Roper),  Charley  (who  married 
Hattie  Colwell),  John  K. , Marcus  L.,  Alexander 
A.  (deceased),  and  Emmet  A.  Mr.  Danham  has 
always  followed  the  life  of  a farmer,  and  of  his 
258-acre  farm  ninety  acres  are  under  cultivation 
and  the  farm  is  well  stocked.  His  wife  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  1862  he  enlisted 
under  Gen.  Buggies  in  Owen’s  battery  of  Monti 
cello,  after  which  he  was  attached  to  a brigade 
under  Gen.  Lee.  He  was  captured  at  Lauder 
dale  Station,  Miss.,  in  1864,  and  w7as  taken  to 
Camp  Chase,  thence  to  Johnson’s  Island,  and 
there  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  after 
which  he  returned  to  his  home  and  resumed  his 
farming  operations. 

James  A.  Daniel,  who  has  long  been  connected 
with  the  agricultural  affairs  of  Drew  County.  Ark., 
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was  born  November  10,  1837,  being  a son  of  Dud- 
ley D.  and  Emelino  (Curtis)  Daniel,  who  were 
born  in  North  Carolina.  June  1 , 1S04,  and  August  6.  ! 
1816,  respectively,  their  marriage  taking  place 
October  13,  1831.  In  1851  they  removed  from 
North  Carolina  to  Arkansas,  and  became  wealthy  , 
citizens  of  Drew  County,  the  father  being  worth,  j 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1870,  about  §50,000. 
He  was  a worthy  citizen  in  every  respect,  and  was  ! 
deeply  interested  in  the  progress  and  development 
of  Drew  County,  contributing  liberally  of  liis  means 
in  its  support.  He  was  a Whig  in  politics,  and  so- 
cially a R.  A.  51.,  belonging  to  Lacey  Lodge  No. 
46.  He  is  still  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is  now 
seventy  three  years  of  age.  and  resides  in  Monti - 
cello  with  her  daughter.  Mrs.  E.  A.  Pruit.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
became  parents  of  the  following  children:  Margaret 
(wife  of  W.  D.  Killiam),  James  A.,  Eliza  (wife 
of  George  Spencer),  Amanda  (wife  of  Benjamin 
Pruit),  and  Mary  E.  (wife  of  Dr.  Thomas  Pruit). 
James  A.  Daniel  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Monticello,  but  in  1S61,  full  of  enthusiasm 
for  the  land  of  chivalry,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I.  First  Arkansas  Regiment.  Monticello 
Guards,  but  was  afterward  sent  on  duty  to  Vir- 
ginia. where  he  remained  ten  months.  He  was  af- 
terward  transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
under  Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  and  the  first  im- 
portant engagement  in  which  he  participated  was 
Shiloh,  where  he  received  quite  a severe  wound. 
After  remaining  at  home  on  furlough  for  about  one 
year,  he  joined  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  after 
which  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Pine  Bluff,  Poison 
Springs  and  Mark’s  Mill. being  wounded  in  the  right 
leg  in  the  last-named  engagement.  After  remaining 
at  home  for  eight  weeks  ^he  rejoined  his  command, 
and  was  with  Price  on  his  raid  through  Missouri, 
participating  in  nearly  all  the  engagements  in 
which  this  famous  general  took  part.  He  was  capt 
urecl  at  Little  Osage,  and  after  being  kept  over 
night  in  the  prison  at  Fort  Scott,  he  was  taken  to 
Warrensburg,  from  thence  to  St.  Louis,  and  thence 
to  Johnson's  Island,  in  Lake  Erie.  He  was  released 
at  this  place  and  returned  home,  where  he  was 
married,  in  1867,  to  Miss  Lucy  Nunn,  a native  of 
Louisiana,  and  a daughter  of  S.  B.  Nunn.  They 
had  one  child,  Dudley  I).,  who  died  when  ten 
months  old.  The  mother  of  this  child  having 
died,  on  September  15,  1S6U.  Mr.  Daniel  wedded 
his  present  wife,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Eliza 
Walthall.  Ids  wife.  Ida.  being  a native  of  Virginia. 
A family  of  five  children  has  been  born  to  them, 
but  three  died  in  infancy,  and.  one  on  November 
1,  1888.  and  another  on  the  fifth  of  the  same 
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month,  aged  eighteen  and  fourteen,  respectively. 

By  industry  and  good  management  Mr.  Daniel  has 
become  the  owner  of  465  acres  of  fertile  farming 
land,  and  has  125  acres  under  the  plow.  He  has 
held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  is  a Mason, 
and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

William  C.  Dickson,  farmer,  Nelson,  Ark. 
There  are  a number  of  men  prominently  identified 
with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  county,  but 
none  among  them  is  more  deserving  of  praise  for 
the  interest  they  take  in  all  laudable  enterprises 
for  the  good  of  the  same  than  the  above-mentioned 
gentleman.  He  vvas  bora  in  Tipton  County, 
Tenn.,  on  August  30,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Sam- 
uel D.  and  Sarah  I.  (MeQuiston)  Dickson,  natives 
of  Tennessee  and  South  Carolina,  respectively. 
Samuel  D.  Dickson  was  born  in  1813,  and  of 
Scotcli-Irish  descent.  He  came  to  this  county  in 
1853,  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business,  and  dur- 
ing the  late  war  was  in  the  home  guards.  He  was 
killed  at.  his  home  in  April,  1865,  by  Federal  sol- 
diers. [See  sketch  of  Molton  Dickson  for  further 
particulars  of  parents.]  William  C.  Dickson  was 
but  two  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  county, 
and  he  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  same.  He  began  teaching  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  and  then  tilled  the  soil  until 
1882,  when  he  engaged  in  contracting  on  the  rail- 
road in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  for  two  years.  In 
1884  he  engaged  in  the  carpenter  work,  and  has 
since  continued  the  same  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing and  blacksmithing,  which  he  commenced  in 
1888.  He  bought  his  present  farm  of  120  acres  in 
1876,  and  now  has  about  fifty  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, his  principal  crop  being  cotton.  He  was 
married  on  January  27,  1876,  to  Miss  Mattie  51. 
Davis,  a native  of  Fayette  County,  5Iiss.,  born 
September  1,  1856,  and  the  daughter  of  Robert 
G.  and  51argaret  (Nelson)  Davis,  natives  of  South 
Carolina  and  North  Carolina,  respectively.  To 
51r.  and  5Irs.  Dickson  were  born  five  children  — 
three  now  living:  Christopher  S.  (deceased).  5Iag- 
gie  Bell,  5Iabel.  5Iary  G.  (deceased)  and  Wilbur 
Davis.  51r.  and  5frs.  Dickson  are  members  of  the 
Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and  5Ir. 
Dickson  is  a member  of  the  JVheel.  In  politics  he 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

5Iolton  51.  Dickson,  merchant,  Nelson,  Ark. 
This  most  successful  and  enterprising  business 
man  owes  his  nativity  to  Drew  County,  Ark., 
bis  birth  occurring  in  Nelson  on  July  3,  I860,  and 
is  the  son  of  Samuel  D.  and  Sarah  I.  (5IcQuiston) 
Dickson,  natives  of  Tennessee.  Samuel  Dickson 
was  born  in  Dicksou  County,  Tenn.,  and  is  the 
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son  of  Molt  on  Dickson.  He  was  an  overseer  on  a 
large  plantation  near  Baton  Rouge,  La.  After 
bis  marriage  to  Miss  McQuiston  be  engaged  in  the 
saw  mill  business  in  Tipton  County,  Tenn..  in 
company  with  his  brother,  Dr.  Christopher  Dick 
son,  in  1851-52.  In  1853  he  engaged  in  the  saw- 
mill business  in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  and  in  1801 
he  enlisted  in  a company  of  Home  Guards,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  killed 
at  his  home  in  April,  1805,  by  Federals.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  as  is  also  his  widow,  who  makes  her  home 
with  her  son,  Molton  M.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  four  now  living:  William  C.  (a 
farmer  of  Drew  County),  Sarah  E.  (deceased),  An- 
drew (deceased),  Molton  M. , Mattie  B.  (now  Mrs. 
Thompson,  of  Pine  Bluff),  and  Samuel  D.  (a 
farmer  of  this  county).  Molton  M.  Dickson  re- 
j ceived  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
county,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  commenced 
j for  himself  by  clerking  in  a general  merchandise 
J store  at  Cavauess  Landing,  Ark.  He  remained  there 
for  seven  months,  and  then  attended  school  at 
Somerville,  Calhoun  County,  Ark.  After  this  he 
was  engaged  as  commissary  on  the  railroad,  about 
eighteen  months,  and  then  farmed  in  this  county  for 
a year.  He  was  then  engaged  in  the  book  business 
for  a year,  and  in  188b  went,  to  Tipton  County. 
Term.,  where  he  clerked  in  a store  for  two  years. 
After  his  return  to  this  county  he  clerked  in  Mon- 
ticello  for  six  months,  and  in  November,  1888, 
Mr.  Dickson,  in  company  with  Dr.  R.  R.  Bond 
and  N.  A.  Murry,  opened  up  a store  of  general 
merchandise  at  this  place.  They  have  since  taken 
C.  G.  Davis  into  partnership,  and  now  have  the 
largest  trade  in  the  township.  They  carry  a stock 
valued  at  §1,500,  and  their  annual  sales  equal 
$10,000.  On  October  24.  1SS9,  Mr.  Dickson  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sallie  E.  Adair,  a na- 
tive of  Texas,  born  in  Smith  County,  near  Tyler, 
October  20,  1807.  and  the  daughter  of  Jefferson 
H.  and  Ellen  (Pace)  Adair;  they  are  natives  of 
Alabama.  Mr.  Dickson  owns  200  acres  of  line 
farming  laud,  with  about  thirty  acres  under  culti- 
vation, and  with  his  business  in  Nelson  is  one  of 
the  substantial  and  highly  honored  men  of  the 
county.  He  is  strictly  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for 
Grover  Cleveland  in  1884.  His  principles  are 
linn  and  true.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Associate  Reform  Presbyterian  Church. 

J.  F.  Donaldson  is  a leading  merchant  and 
planter  of  Collins,  Drew  County,  Ark.,  but  was 
born  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  October  24.  1845. 
and  is  a son  of  Nathan  and  Amelia  (Aglin)  Donald- 


son, who  were  born  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 
August  28,  1814,  and  June  21,  1815.  respectively, 
their  marriage  taking  place  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, 1834.  The  father  was  a farmer  and  mechanic 
by  occupation,  and  after  residing’  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi  until  1852  he  removed  to  the  State  of 
Arkansas,,  and  is  now  residing  in  Drew  County,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-live  years.  He  served  in  the 
Mexican  War,  also  in  the  Rebellion  for  a short  time, 
and  iu  his  political  views  is  a Democrat,  serving  on 
this  ticket  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  township 
for  several  years.  He  is  a R.  A.  M. , and  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Their  children  are  named  as  follows: 
William  M.,  Alary  E.,  Levi  W.,  David  P. . James  F.. 
Lucinda  J.,  Anthony  I.,  Nathan  A.,  Amelia  C. . 
Andrew  J. , and  John  (who  died  iu  infancy).  J.  F. 
Johnson  has  resided  the  greater  portion  of  his  life 
in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  and  has  followed  the  life  of 
an  agriculturist,  being  now  the  owner  of  600  acres 
of  land,  of  which  100  acres  are  under  cultivation, 
besides  his  general  mercantile  establishment,  which 
is  worth  about  $10,000.  He  opened  his  establish- 
ment in  18S9,  and  by  his  accommodating  spirit  and 
enterprise  has  already  built  up  a paying  trade.  On 
January  19,  1871,  he  was  married  to  (Miss  Pollie  A. 
Stewart,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  a daughter 
of  Henry  and  Mary  Stewart.  They  have  had 
three  children:  Nora  (who  died  in  infancy),  Ida  M. 
and  John  A.  Mr.  Donaldson  is  a Mason,  a K.  of 
H.  and  a K,  of  P. , and  has  held  high  offices  in  all 
these  orders.  He  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  in 
his  township  for  eight  years,  is  a public-spirited 
citizen,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

James  T.  Duncan  is  a native  Kentuckian,  born 
in  Logan  County,  October  5,  1852,  bis  father,  James 
G.  Duncan,  being  also  born  and  reared  there,  the 
former  event  taking  place  September  6,  1822.  The 
father  was  a farmer  and  tanner  by  occupation,  and 
in  1852  removed  to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  set- 
tled near  Hamburg,  in  Ashley  County,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  for  about  seven  years.  He 
then  opened  up  a farm  on  Bayou  Bartholomew,  in 
Drew  County,  which  he  continued  to  till  until  his 
death,  in  1872,  he  was  remarkably  successful  iu  his 
business  transactions,  and  upon  his  demise  left  his 
family  well  provided  for.  He  was  Master  Mason, 
and  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  for  many  years,  having  united  with 
the  church  early  in  life.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  F.  Tucker,  was  born  in  the  Old 
Dominion,  in  1834,  hut  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Kentucky,  her  parents.  Robert  and  Martha 
Tucker,  having  removed  to  that  State  in  1849.  She 
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was  married  in  Ashley  County,  in  1851,  but  is  now 
residing  on  the  old  homestead  in  Drew  County. 
Her  union  with  Mr.  Duncan  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  James  T.  and  his 
sister,  Susan  M.  (wife  of  Thomas  It.  Henry,  a 
farmer,  of  Drew  County),  being  the  only  ones  now 
living.  James  T.  Duncan  was  reared  in  Drew 
County,  receiving  a common-school  education  there 
also,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  began  life 
for  himself  as  a farmer,  and  has  continued  this  oc- 
cupation until  the  present  time.  His  estate  com- 
prises 500  acres  of  line  land  on  Bayou  Bartholomew, 
of  which  ninety  acres  are  under  cultivation,  devot- 
ed to  raising  crops  of  cotton  and  corn.  Besides 
this  he  owns  a half  interest  in  a steam  grist-mill 
and  cotton  gin,  and  is  engaged  in  selling  merchan- 
dise near  his  farm,  at  Bombay,  the  stock  of  goods 
being  valued  at  $2,500,  and  the  firm  is  known  as 
Henry  & Duncan.  Mr.  Duncan  has  always  been  a 
law-abiding  citizen,  and  is  affable  and  agreeable 
in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men.  He  belongs 
to  the  K of  IT.,  and,  although  a Democrat,  takes 
but  little  interest  in  politics.  September  3,  1873, 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Willella  Duncan  took  place 
in  Drew  County.  She  was  born  in  Ashley  County, 
Ark.,  April  4,  1857,  and  is  a daughter  of  William 
B.  and  Hester  A.  (Tucker)  Duncan,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  1804.  The  mother  is  still  living  in 
Drew  County.  To  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and 
his  wife  a family  of  seven  children  has  been  born: 
Thomas  Edward,  Teresa  May  and  Sarah  A.  being 
the  only  ones  living.  Those  deceased  are:  William 
T. , Ida,  Susan  E.  and  Daniel  G.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Duncan  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  he  is  secretary  of  his  church 
and  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 

J.  I.  Dunlap,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Alonti- 
cello,  Ark.  This  well-known,  representative  citi- 
zen of  Drew  County  was  born  in  Henry  County, 
Tenn.,  on  February  3.  1830,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Mathis)  Dunlap,  and  the 
grandson  of  Jonathan  and  Ann  (Seers)  Dunlap. 
The  grandfather  was  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
and  a famer  by  occupation.  He  died  in  1850,  and 
his  wife  in  1838.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
were  born  in  Logan  County,  Ky..  in  1802.  and 
Montgomery  County,  Term.,  respectively.  The 
father  moved  to  Tennessee  when  a young  man, 
followed  farming,  and  soon  became  the  owner  of 
SCO  acres  of  land.  He  died  on  November  22, 
1805,  in  full  communion  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  The  mother  was  also  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her  parents  were 
Isom  and  Priscilla  Mathis.  She  died  on  June  24, 


1885.  Of  the  fourteen  children  born  to  their 
union  eight  are  now  living:  Mary  Ann  (now  Mrs. 
Week,  of  Maryville,  Ark.),  W.  H.  (fanner  of 
Boone  County),  Mahala  IT..  J.  J.,  Martha  J.  (now 
Mrs.  Owen,  of  Jefferson  County),  Nancy  E.  (now 
Mrs.  Grwynne,  of  Saline  Township),  A.  Angeline 
(now  Airs.  Carter,  of  Saline  Township),  and  Me- 
lissa (now  Airs.  Alew,  of  this  township).  The 
parents  of  these  children  moved  with  their  family 
to  Arkansas  in  1839,  and  located  in  Carroll  Coun- 
ty. J.  I.  Dunlap  left  the  parental  roof  in  1852, 
emigrated  to  this  county,  where  his  father  fol 
lowed  him  two  years  later.  He  first  worked  as  a 
farm  hand,  but  in  1854  he  and  his  father  and 
brother  bought  the  farm,  on  a part  of  which  our 
subject  is  now  residing,  900  acres  in  all,  and  J.  I. 
now  owns  240  of  this,  with  sixty-five  acres  under 
cultivation.  His  principal  crop  is  cotton,  but  he 
also  raises  considerable  corn,  etc.  In  August, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  Second 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  was  made  second  lieutenant 
of  the  same.  After  the  reorganization  in  1862  he 
joined  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  held  the 
rank  of  second  lieutenant  of  Company  B,  which 
he  had  helped  raise,  and  held  this  position  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  Price’s  raid 
through  Alissouri,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Pilot  Knob,  Pine  Bluff,  Mark’s  Alill,  Poison  Springs, 
Cove  Creek,  Fayetteville  and  others.  He  returned 
home  in  June,  1865,  and  was  married  on  July  28, 
1867.  to  Aliss  Ruth  J.  Crook,  a daughter  of  Henry 
and  Alaliuda  (Alorgan)  Crook,  natives  of  South 
Carolina  and  Tennessee,  respectively.  Air.  Crook 
was  born  on  October  25,  1825,  and  is  still  living,  a 
resident  of  Ashley  County,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil.  Airs.  Crook  died  in  November, 
1874.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Dunlap  were  born  eleven 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living:  Jonathan 
A.  (born  December  9,  1871),  Benjamin  Z.  (born 
February  15,  1874),  Alary  Ruth  (bom  November 
14,  1875),  Claudia  Alay  (born  August  14,  1877), 
Emmett  -J.  (born  December  21,  1879),  Henry  Crook 
(born  October  13,  1881),  Jesse  Alonzo  (born  No- 
vember 11,  1883),  Ernest  Leslie  (born  September 
26.  1885),  and  Edward  Lee  (born  October  29, 
1887).  Airs.  Dunlap  was  born  on  January  20, 
1848,  in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  and  is  a consistent 
and  worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Air.  Dunlap  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  frater- 
nity, Chapter,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  Democrats 
of  this  county. 

AYilliam  J.  Echols,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Alonticello,  Ark.  The  agricultural  interests  of 
Alarion  Township  are  ably  represented  by  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  a man  whose  entire  life  has 
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been  passed  in  the  calling  which  now  receives  his  ] 
attention.  He  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Miss.,  I 
in  1845,  and  is  the  sou  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca 
(Mallet)  Echols,  natives  of  Virginia.  The  parents 
moved  to  Drew  County,  Ark.,  about  1848,  and 
died  here  about,  two  years  later  within  a few  weeks 
of  each  other.  The  father  was  a successful  agri- 
culturist. They  were  the  parents  of  live  children, 
three  now  living:  James  D.  (was  killed  by  a can 
non  ball  while  in  the  Confederate  army),  George 
F.  (deceased),  Alice  (now  Mrs.  Heard,  of  Chicot  j 
County,  Ark.),  Henry  (a  farmer  of  Texas),  and  j 
William  J.  After  die  death  of  the  father  and 
mother  the  children  were  taken  and  reared  by 
neighbors.  William  J.  was  taken  by  Jesse  New- 
ton, of  Spring  Hill  Township.  Drew  County,  and 
remained  with  him  until  the  opening  of  the  late 
war,  when  in  1801  he  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Ar-  : 
kansas  Infantry,  and  served  about  twelve  months. 
He  then  returned  home,  and  after  remaining  there 
for  about  three  months,  joined  Drew’s  battery 
(light  artillery),  and  was  afterward  transferred  to  s 
the  heavy  artillery  at  Old  Spanish  Fort,  on  Mo- 
bile Bay,  where  he  was  located  until  compelled  to  I 
evacuate  by  the  Federals  shortly  before  the  close  , 
of  the  war.  The  principal  battles  in  which  he  took 
part  were:  Shiloh,  Mobile,  siege  of  fifteen  days  at 
Yazoo  City,  and  also  in  a number  of  small  en-  j 
gagements.  At  Old  Spanish  Fort  he  was  struck  1 
on  the  bridge  of  the  nose  by  a ball  which  passed  i 
in  front  of  both  eyes.  He  arrived  home  in  April,  ! 
1865,  and  the  death  of  Mr.  Newton  occurred  about  j 
six  months  afterward.  Mr.  Echols  then  worked 
hard  on  the  farm  for  about  two  years,  and  was  : 
then  married  to  Miss  Mary  Owens,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  and  the  daughter  of  E.  R.  and  Adelia 
(Payne)  Owens.  Mrs.  Echols  died  in  1872  leav- 
ing two  children,  one  now  living,  George  Ezekiel, 
who  resides  with  his  father.  Mr.  Echols’  second 
marriage  occurred  in  1874  to  Miss  Hattie  Hankins, 
a native  of  Drew  County,  and  the  daughter  of 
Robert  Hankins.  [See  sketch.]  The  fruits  of  this 
union  have  been  seven  children,  all  living:  Mabel, 
Sarah  Alice,  Don  Henry.  James  Rufus,  Thomas 
Wilson,  Ruth  and  Hattie  Bell.  In  1807.  after  his 
first  marriage.  Mr.  Echols  conducted  his  father  in- 
law’s farm  for  two  years,  and  then  settled  a farm 
for  himself  about  five  miles  north  of  Montieello. 
In  1875  he  sold  his  place  and  bought  a farm  with- 
in two  miles  of  his  first  one,  and  in  18S()  he  bought 
his  present  property,  which  consists  of  300  acres 
of  land  with  about  fifty  acres  under  cultivation. 
His  principal  crop  is  cotton,  but  he  also  raises 
grain,  sugar-cane,  sweet  potatoes,  etc.  He  is  also 
engaged  in  raising  stock.  His  residence  is  a large 


two-story  building,  which  was  at  one  time  used  as 
a public  inn  and  stage  stand  before  the  war,  and 
is  one  of  the  old  landmarks  of  the  county.  Mr. 
Echols  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  PL,  and  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church.  In  politics  he  is  Democratic,  and  is 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  throughout  the 
township. 

Jackson  Y.  Erwin,  farmer,  Montieello,  Ark. 
There  are  a number  of  men  prominently  identified 
with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  county,  but 
none  among  them  are  more  deserving  of  mention 
than  Jackson  Y.  Erwin.  He  owes  his  nativity  to 
Marshall  County,  Miss. , where  his  birth  occurred 
on  February  22,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Priscilla  Erwin,  early  settlers  of  Mississippi,  where 
the  father  died.  The  mother  died  in  Arkansas  in 
1886.  Their  family  consisted  of  nine  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living:  Mrs.  Capt.  Isom,  Jackson,  Ann, 
Zelna,  in  the  Lone  Star  State;  Hockett  and  John. 
The  father  was  a tiller  of  the  soil  and  a man  uni- 
versally respected.  Jackson  Yk  Erwin  was  reared 
in  Mississippi  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  but  the 
principal  part  of  his  education  was  received  in 
Arkansas,  whither  he  had  moved  in  1858.  He 
first  located  in  Spring  Hill  Township,  where  he 
resided  until  1875,  and  then  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent property,  which  consists  of  1,400  acres  of  land 
with  several  hundred  acres  under  cultivation. 
When  he  first  took  the  place  there  were  but  few 
improvements  but  he  has  since  erected  a good  resi- 
dence, substantial  outbuildings,  etc.,  and  is  quite 
interested  in  stock-raising.  His  marriage  occurred 
in  1871  to  Miss  Judith  Jeter,  by  whom  he  has 
three  children:  Willie  F.,  Clyde  and  Bertie.  Mr. 
Erwin  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  county 
and  a first-class  farmer,  as  a glance  over  his  broad 
acres  will  show. 

Marmaduke  E.  Ferguson  is  one  of  the  success- 
ful small  farmers  of  Drew  County,  Ark.,  and 
although  his  farm  comprises  only  120  acres,  it  is 
exceedingly  fertile  and  well  tilled,  and  conse- 
quently yields  a larger  annual  income  than  many 
larger  farms.  He  was  born  in  South  Carolina, 
November  5,  1839.  but  was  reared  in  Drew  County, 
Ark.,  his  father,  Jonathan  Ferguson,  having  come 
here  in  1846.  His  early  educational  advantages 
were  good,  and  he  was  for  some  time  an  attendant 
of  the  schools  of  Montieello.  but  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  gave  up  school  life  and 'began 
fighting  his  own  way  in  the  world  as  a mechanic, 
which  occupation  he  continued  to  follow  until  the 
bursting  of  the  war  cloud,  which  had  so  long  been 
hovering  over  the  country.  He  then  entered  the 
Confederate  service,  in  May,  1861.  became  a mem- 
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her  of  Company  C,  Third  Arkansas  Infantry, 
Longstreot's  corps  and  Lee's  army  and  served 
throughout  the  entire  war.  being  a participant  in 
the  battle  of  Seven  Pines:  all  the  engagements 
around  Richmond,  Petersburg,  Fredericksburg, 
Wilderness,  Antietam.  Fortress  Monroe,  Harper’s 
Ferry,  Greenbriar,  Sharpsburg,  Mount  Jackson, 
and  numerous  small  engagements  and  skirmishes. 
He  was  wounded  at  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  by  the  ex- 
plosion of  a shell,  the  wound  being  in  the  left  leg 
above  the  knee  and  in  the  right  hand,  which 
resulted  in  permament  disability,  although  he  con- 
tinued to  remain  in  the  service.  He  was  also 
slightly  wounded  in  the  shoulder  at  Strausburg, 
and  was  there  captured  in  the  early  part  of  1865 
and  sent  to  Camp  Chase,  where  he  was  kept  a 
prisoner  for  about  four  and  a half  months.  April 
18,  1865,  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  went 
to  Wheeling,  Ara.,  where  he  remained  until  the 
j November  following,  engaged  in  managing  a vine- 
yard and  working  as  a mechanic  in  the  navy  yard. 
)'  He  left  this  place  for  St.  Louis,  but  only  remained 
in  the  latter  city  engaged  in  business  for  a short 
time,  and  in  November,  1865,  reached  Drew 
County,  Ark.  After  farming  for  three  years  he 
began  milling  and  cotton-ginning,  but  as  above 
stated  is  now  giving  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  of  his  farm  has  seventy  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  was  married  in  Drew  County, 
June  6,  1866,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Owen,  a native  of 
Shelby  County.  Tenn. , born  in  1839,  a daughter 
of  James  H.  and  Salina  Owen,  who  are  now 
deceased.  Mrs.  Ferguson  passed  from  life  January 
7,  1883,  having  borne  a family  of  three  sons  and 
three  daughters:  ITyder,  James  L.,  Edward, 

Minnie,  Theresa  and  Bettie  IT  Mr.  Ferguson’s 
second  union  took  place  October  23,  1884.  to  Airs. 
Josephine  Glosup,  widow  of  B.  Glosup,  who  died 
in  1879,  and  a daughter  of  Rev.  A.  Tomlin,  a 
minister  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  and  his  wife, 
Nannie  Tomlin,  are  now  living  in  Drew  County. 
Mr.  F erguson’s  second  marriage  has  resulted  in 
the  birth  uf  two  children:  Sallie,  who  died  in  1886, 
and  Cleveland.  Air.  Ferguson  is  a Democrat  in 
his  views,  and  has  for  a number  of  years  been  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Airs.  Ferguson 
bad  six  children  by  her  first  husband,  the  follow- 
ing of  whom  are  living:  Emma  (wife  of  Joseph  L. 
Doss),  Franklin.  Jesse  R.,  Irene,  Henry,  and  a son 
and  daughter  deceased. 

Robert  E.  Fleming  has  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing all  bis  life,  learning  the  details  of  that  work  of 
i his  father,  who  was  also  a tiller  of  the  soil.  Ho 
was  born  in  Alabama  on  April  9,  1848,  but  bis 
parents,  Alark  M.  and  Ellen  I Janes)  Fleming,  were 


born  in  Georgia,  the  formers  birth  occurring  in 
1806,  and  the  latter’s  in  1809.  Their  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  1824.  and  in  due  course  of  time 
■ they  became  the  parents  of  seven  sons  and  four 
daughters,  only  three  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Virginia  (wife  of  S.  D.  Brown),  Alark  AT  (who 
married  Virginia  Moncrief),  and  Robert  E.  The 
father  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  ISIS 
emigrated  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  on  a farm  in 
Ashley  County,  where  he  made  a comfortable  borne 
I for  his  family.  His  many  worthy  qualities  soon 
became  known,  and  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
county  and  probate  judge  for  four  years:  has  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  also.  While  a 
resident  of  Talbot  County,  Ga.,  he  was  sheriff  for 
eight  years.  He  was  a Royal  Arch  Alason,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  June"  19,  1887,  he  was  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  his  wife, 
who  died  in  March,  1S88,  being  also  a member. 
Robert  E.  Fleming  was  reared  and  educated  iu 
Drew  County,  and  here  he  was  married  on  July 
1 19,  1870,  to  Aliss  Clara  Alorgan,  a daughter  of 
S Alaj.  Lemuel  C.  and  Ellen  Alorgan.  Airs.  Flem- 
] ing  died  in  January,  1880,  leaving  four  children: 
Alary  G..  Alabel  V. , Roscoe  (deceased),  and  Lo- 
rena.  and  Air.  Fleming’s  second  union  was  to  Aliss 
Cora  P.  Wells,  by  whom  he  has  five  children:  Os- 
well  (deceased),  Homer.  AlamieC. . Ella  AI. , and 
Robert  (deceased).  After  the  death  of  this  wife  in 
April,  1888,  Air.  Fleming  espoused  Airs.  E.  A. 
Newton,  their  union  taking  place  on  November  21, 
1SS9.  He  also  has  land  to  the  amount  of  1,000 
acres,  and  has  150  under  the  plow.  He  has  been 
. a member  of  the  Iv.  of  H.  two  years,  and  is  an 
enterprising  and  worthy  citizen.  His  wife  is  a 
i member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Ithamer  Gaddy,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Nel- 
son, Ark.  A lifetime  of  hard,  earnest  endeavor 
in  pursuing  the  occupation  to  which  he  now  gives 
his  attention,  coupled  with  strict  integrity,  honesty 
of  purpose  and  liberality  in  directions,  have  had  a 
; result  to  place  Air.  Gaddy  among  the  truly  re- 
spected and  honored  citizens  of  the  county.  He 
was  born  in  Alarion  District,  S.  C.,  July’  19,  1846. 
and  is  the  son  of  Silas  and  Susan  (Call well) 
Gaddy,  the  father  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and 
the  mother  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  grandson  of 
Ithamer  and  Charity  (Pitman)  Gaddy.  Silas 
Gaddy  was  born  in  1800,  and  was  one  of  the  sturdy 
sons  of  toil  of  South  Carolina.  He  moved  with  his 
family  to  Arkansas  in  1851,  located  in  Drew 
County,  and  continued  agricultural  pursuits  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1857.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church.  Ithamer 
Gaddy  was  reared  principally'  iu  Drew  County, 
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Ark.,  and  in  Juno,  1S64,  lie  enlisted  in  the  Second 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  served  faithfully  and  well 
until  the  close  of  hostilities.  In  i860  he  com- 
menced fanning  for  himself  on  his  father’s  old 
plantation,  consisting  of  1 20  acres,  and  this  he  con- 
tinued for  some  time.  He  now  rents  this  land 
and  is  engag'ed  in  teaming.  He  has  never  mar- 
ried, and  his  mother  lives  with  him  and  keeps 
house  for  him.  He  was  one  of  ten  children,  live 
now  living,  born  to  his  parents.  They  are  named 
as  follows:  John  A.  (farmer  of  Saline  Township), 
Charity  (at  home),  Adam  (at  home),  Ithamer  (at 
home),  Susan  (also  at  home). 

Vinston  S.  Grisham  was  born  in  Tennessee  on 
March  15,  1827,  and  is  a son  of  Moses  Grisham, 
of  North  Carolina,  who  participated  in  some  of  the 
early  Indian  wars  under  Gen.  Jackson.  He  was 
reared  in  Northern  Alabama,  receiving  a common  - 
school  education,  and  by  contact  with  the  business 
affairs  of  everyday  life  afterward  acquired  a valu- 
able amount  of  general  information.  Being 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming  in  his  youth, 
he  has  made  that  his  calling  through  life,  and  by 
keen  business  foresight  and  industry  he  has  become 
the  owner  of  450  acres  of  valuable  land,  about 
one-half  of  which  is  in  actual  cultivation  and  im- 
proved. In  1848  he  was  married  at  Holly  Springs, 
Miss.,  to  Miss  Christiana  Iv.  Dishough,  by  whom 
he  became  the  father  of  eight  children:  William 
E.  (now  forty-two  years  of  age),  Elizabeth  P.  (de- 
ceased), Mary  E.  (aged  thirty-eight  years),  Wilton 
T.  (aged  thirty-six),  three  having  died  in  their 
infancy,  Rebecca  A.  (aged  twenty-five).  Mr. 
Grisham  was  a participant  in  the  Mexican  War,  and 
served  under  Jefferson  Davis  for  twelve  months, 
enlisting  in  3840  in  Company  I.  First  Mississippi 
Infantry  service,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Monterey. 
He  was  taken  sick  at  this  place,  and  after  remain- 
ing in  the  hosjntal  for  six  months  he  removed  to 
New  Orleans,  where  his  company  was  disbanded 
in  July,  1847.  In  the  spring  of  1802  he  joined 
the  Confederate  army,  and  served  under  Gens. 
Forrest  and  Chalmers,  and  the  first  battle  of  im- 
portance in  which  he  took  part  was  at  West  Point, 
where  Gen.  Forrest’s  brother  was  killed.  He  was 
next  at  Collierville,  Tenn.,  in  two  battles  at  that 
place,  then  .fat  Columbus,  Miss.,  Fort  Pillow. 
Tenn.,  where  he  acted  as  a sharpshooter,  and 
lastly  at  Selma,  Ala.  Here  he  was  paroled,  after 
which  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Mississippi,  and 
made  a crop,  but  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the 
country  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  schools,  and 
wishing  to  give  his  children  good  educational  ad- 
vantages, he  determined  to  seek  a more  favorable 
location,  and  came  to  Drew  County,  Ark.,  where 


he  proceeded  to  make  a home  for  himself  and  fam- 
ily. He  is  a Democrat,  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  belongs  to  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M.  His  eldest  son,  William  E.,  was 
married  to  Miss  Eugenia  Fruit,  of  Drew  County, 
by  whom  he  is  the  father  of  six  children— -three 
sons  and  three  daughters:  Wilton  T.  (married 
Miss  Julia  Lamb,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Lamb,  by 
whom  he  is  the  father  of  nine  children,  two  de- 
ceased, of  the  surviving  ones  are  five  sons  and  two 
daughters).  Mary  E.  (became  the  wife  of  William 
H.  Bovt,  and  removed  with  him  to  Texas  in  1875, 
thence  to  Indian  Territory,  where  he  died,  leaving 
a wife  and  live  children  to  mourn  his  loss,  five 
having  preceded  him,  the  eldest  one  living  being  a 
son  of  sixteen  years),  Elizabeth  P.  (was  married 
to  T.  P.  Howell,  of  Drew  County,  died  on  April  4. 

1888,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years;  she  was  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  six  of  them  having  pre- 
ceded her;  she  left  a husband  and  four  surviving 
children,  the  eldest  being  a daughter  of  twenty 
years.  Soon  after  the  death  of  Elizabeth,  her 
mother,  Mrs.  Christiana  Grisham,  died  October  5, 

1889,  at  her  home  in  Drew  County,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years,  leaving  to  mourn  her  irreparable 
loss  a husband  and  four  children,  of  whom,  Re- 
becca, the  youngest  child,  is  living  with  her  father 
and  is  still  single). 

Thomas  W.  Grubbs  is  a planter  of  Crook  Town- 
ship, Drew  County,  Ark. , and  was  born  in  Georgia  on 
January  25,  .1829,  being  a son  of  Elias  C.  and  Mary 
A.  (Henderson)  Grubbs,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  the  Palmetto  State,  the  former’s  birth  occurring 
in  1800  and  the  latter's  in  1801.  They  were 
reared,  educated  and  married  in  their  native  State, 
the  last-named  event  being  in  1818,  and  two  years 
later  they  emigrated  to  Georgia,  and  began  farm- 
ing in  Talbot  County.  The  father  took  quite  au 
interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  churches  and 
schools  of  that  county,  and  was  also  interested  in 
politics,  and  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
for  four  years.  He  was  a Democrat,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1841,  he  was  an  earnest  mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  His  wife 
belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  1856 
moved  with  her  family  to  Arkansas,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  this  State  to  Jasper  Welpb,  and  from  .1865 
until  her  death  in  1868  she  was  a resident  of  Cali- 
fornia. Thomas  W.  Grubbs  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Ga. , and  while 
still  a resident  of  that  State  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Elizabeth  T.  Tomlin,  a native  of  that 
State,  and  a daughter  of  E.  and  Nancy  (MeSwain) 
Tomlin,,  their  union  being  consummated  Septem- 
ber 15,  1849,  four  children  having  been  born  to 
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j them:  John  B. , Nancy  L., Cordelia  and  Thomas  L. 
j (deceased).  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1 809, 
lie  was  married  to  Elizabeth  (Ellis)  Godwin.  Feb 
ruary  2,  1ST],  a daughter  of  Robert  Ellis,  and  a 
j native  of  Mississippi.  Two  children  were  born  to 
them:  Robert  P. , and  Martha  (who  died  when 
young).  Mr.  Grubbs  has  sixty-five  of  his  ICO  acre 
farm  under  cultivation,  his  land  being  well  stocked 
and  improved.  He  is  a Mason,  and  for  the  past 
twelve  years  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  and  con 
stable  of  his  township.  His  wife  is  a worthy  mem- 
j ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Thomas  AY.  Gulledge  of  Alonticello,  Ark.,  was 
| born  in  Pike  County,  Miss..  November  29.  IS27, 
being  a son  of  Joel  and  Hannah  Gulledge  of  Mis- 
sissippi, both  of  whom  are  deceased.  He  was  a 
resident  of  Holmes  County.  Miss.,  until  he  was 
twenty -one  years  of  age,  but  in  18-19  started  for 
j California  in  search  of  gold,  and  suffered  all  the 
hardships  and  privations  incident  to  the  " forty- 
niners.”  He  returned  to  his  home  in  1851.  the 
|\  journey  taking  six  months,  and  after  remaining  in 
Mississippi  until  1854,  became  to  Arkansas,  en- 
tered land,  and  began  life  here  in  the  typical  pio- 

I neer  fashion.  He  now  owns  over  2,000  acres  of 
Drew  County  soil,  a large  saw-mill,  two  steam  grist- 

| mills,  two  steam  cotton-gins,  and  other  valuable 
property.  In  1854  he  was  married  to  a daughter 
of  Abner  Erwin,  Aliss  Mary  Jane  Erwin,  who  gave 
! birth  to  two  children. one  dying  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  and  the  other  now  the  wife  of  Air.  Morgan, 
a merchant  of  Alonticello.  For  his  second  wife 
; Mr.  Gulledge  took  Aliss  Alary  T.  Loe.  by  whom  he 
became  the  father  of  six  children,  all  living  with 
the  exception  of  Lafayette,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 19.  1 862,  and  died  September  3,  1807.  Those 

II  living  are:  William  Thomas  (born  January  24, 
1868),  Eugene  S.  (born  September  2,  1869),  Mary 
L.  (born  February  16,  1872).  Richmond  E.  (bora 
July  25,  1874),  and  John  Loe  (born  June  S.  1877). 
Air.  Gulledge's  third  marriage  was  to  the  widow  of 
John  Thompson,  of  Drew  County,  she  being  for- 
merly a Aliss  Crook,  a daughter  of  AYvley  Crook,  who 
was  elected  to  represent  Drew  County,  in  the  State 
Legislature,  in  1852.  Air.  Gulledge  became  the 
father  of  two  children  by  his  third  wife:  Fannie 
Blanche  (born  November  12,  1883).  and  James 
Clifton  (born  Alarch  28,  1885).  His  next  wife  was 
Airs.  Alice  Y.  Lamb,  who  died  a few  months  after 
her  marriage.  He  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Jn- 

i fantry,  in  July.  180-4,  under  Capt.  Caldwell  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Arkansas,  and  served  until  the  war 
was  over,  but  was  not  called  upon  to  take  part  in 
any  actual  battle.  His  company  was  disbanded  in 
I Texas,  and  he  reached  home  in  Alay,  1805.  He 


| was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  surveyor  in  the 
| year  1858,  and  this  position  held  for  sixteen  years 
| in  succession,  after  which  he  was  elected  school 
I director,  and  has  held  that  office  continuously.  He 
| is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  although 
j he  gives  freely  to  all  religious  denominations  he  is 
| not  a member  of  any  church. 

J.  II.  Hammock,  county  aud  circuit  clerk. 

I Alonticello,  Ark.  Were  one  to  ask  the  leading 
characteristics  of  Air.  Hammock  as  a man  the 
| answer  would  come  almost  involuntarily  that  he  is  a 
! safe,  cautious  person,  unpretending,  but  well  in- 
! formed,  universally  esteemed,  and  of  unswerving 
integrity,  a man  who  has  been  tried  but  not  found 
| wanting,  and  one  capable  of  discharging  his  offi- 
i cial  and  private  duties  with  competency.  He  was 
born  in  what  is  now  Drew  County.  Ark.,  November 
| 8.  1841,  and  is  a son  of  Abraham  and  Alartha 
j (Van  Landingham)  Hammock,  the  father  a native  of 
| Georgia  and  the  mother  of  Alabama,  the  latter  of 
| French  origin.  Abraham  Hammock  came  to  Ar- 
kansas in  1839,  making  the  trip  overland  in 
wagons,  and  settled  in  what  was  then  Union 
| County  (now  Drew)  within  eight  miles  north  of 
; Alonticello.  He  entered  land  from  the  Government 
| where  all  was  wild  and  unsettled,  opened  a farm, 

; and  there  remained  until  1850,  when  he  sold  out 
, and  moved  to  tire  Lone  Star  State.  Three  years 
later  he  returned  to  this  State  and  purchased  a 
; farm  adjoining  his  old  homestead,  where  he  tilled 
| the  soil  until  too  old  to  look  after  it  longer.  He  is 
I now  seventy-five  years  of  age,  and  is  living  a 
retired  life.  He  was  born  February,  1814.  The 
| mother  died  in  1871.  They  were  the  parents  of 
! eight  children,  five  now  living:  John  H. , Josephine 
! (in  Texas),  Rufus  AI.  (in  Texas),  Edward  T.  and 
Hettie  (wife  of  L.  E.  Hake,  deputy  clerk).  The 
I Hammock  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Drew 
I County,  and  settled  in  the  wilderness  at  a very 
: early  period.  The  first  grist-mill  was  on  the  old 
: homestead,  and  was  operated  by  horse-power.  J. 

| H.  Hammock  attained  his  growth  and  received  his 
j education  in  Drew  County,  and  was  early  initiated 
into  the  mysteries  of  farm  life.  In  1801  he 
! enlisted  in  Company  I.  First  Arkansas  Regiment, 

; commanded  by  Capt.  J.  A.  Jackson,  and  partici- 
pated in  all  the  principal  engagements  up  to  the 
: retreat  from  Chattanooga.  He  was  wounded  at 
! Ringgold,  Ga.,  in  the  retreat,  by  a gunshot  in  the 
right  elbow,  and  was  confined  in  the  hospital  for 
three  months.  He  was  with  Gen.  Bragg  on  his 
raid  through  Kentucky,  and  held  the  commission 
; of  orderly  sergeant.  Returning  home  in  1805  he 
| was  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  the  following 
i year,  but  was  displaced  when  reconstruction  came 
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about.  In  1874  be  was  elected  to  the  same  office, 
and  so  great  was  bis  popularity,  and  so  well  did  be 
till  the  position,  that  lie  was  re-elected  until  1880, 
twelve  consecutive  years.  In  1888  be  was  elected 
to  bis  present,  office,  which  he  tills  in  a capable  and 
efficient  manner.  He  owns  a valuable  farm  on 
Bayou  Bartholomew,  and  is  a prosperous  and 
progressive  citizen.  He  was  married,  November  1, 
1800.  to  Miss  Lizzie  Roddy,  a native  of  South 
Carolina,  who  bore  him  four  children,  all  sons: 
"Willie  R.,  Ernest  G..  John  A.  and  Charles  H 
Mr.  Hammock  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  {'rater 
nity,  the  K.  of  H.,  and  be  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

A.  E.  Harris,  real  estate  dealer,  broker  and 
banker,  Monticello,  Ark.  In  a new  section  of 
country,  such  as  that  surrounding  > Monticello  is. 
comparatively  speaking,  real  estate  transactions  are 
| of  much  importance,  and  the  business  of  the  real  es- 
tate agent  must  be  classed  amoug  the  leading  lines 
of  commercial  industry.  Among  those  prominently 
engaged  in  this  business  in  Monticello  is  Mr.  A.  E. 
\ Harris,  who  was  born  in  Kemper  County,  Miss., 

| ' on  October  13,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  Calvin  T. 
and  Sarah  J.  (Everett)  Harris,  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  The  parents  emigrated  to  Mississippi 
in  about  1835,  and  there  remained  until  1851,  when 
the)"  moved  to  Arkansas,  and  located  in  Drew 
County,  on  a farm  t welve  miles  south  of  Monti- 
cello, where  the  father  died  in  1806.  He  served 
as  a lieutenant  in  Gibson's  company,  in  the  late 
• war,  and  was  a very  prominent  man  in  politics, 
being  an  Old  Line  Whig,  but  never  aspired  for 
office.  He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Henry  Clay,  in  1844.  He  owned  some  real  estate 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  widow  is  still  living. 
Of  the  nine  children  born  to  their  marriage,  live 
are  now  living:  Arthur  E.,  Nancy  L.  (wife  of  E. 
R.  Gotham),  Mollie  Nunn,  Calvin  T. , and  Alice 
(wife  of  Ed  Spencer).  A.  E Harris  was  quite 
small  when  he  came  to  this  county,  and  here  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  country.  He  worked 
very  hard  on  the  farm,  and  especially  so  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  when  the  whole  support  of  the 
family  fell  on  his  shoulders.  After  he  became  of 
age  he  gave  up  farming  and  embarked  in  mercan- 
< tile  pursuits  at  Cross  Roads  Store  in  Bearhouse 
Township,  where  he  continued  two  years.  After 
this  he  moved  to  Collins,  and  continued  his  former 
business  until  1888,  a period  of  sixteen  years.  In 
1880  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Monticello.  but 
continued  business  at  Collins  until  1888.  In  1881 
he  opened  up  a large  and  profitable  business  in 
Monticello  also,  and  continued  it  seven  rears,  when 


he  retired  from  the  mercantile  business.  Since  then 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  brokerage 
business.  He  owns  a vast  amount  of  real  estate, 
and  is  doing  an  extensive  business.  He  is  in  every 
sense  of  the  much-abused  term.  ‘ ■ a self  made 
man,’’  and  although  he  started  a poor  boy  with 
no  means,  he  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
the  county,  aud  futhermore,  has  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  acquainted  with  him.  Like  his 
father,  he  has  been  prominent  as  a politician,  but 
has  never  aspired  for  office.  He  was  married 
March  14.  1871.  to  Miss  Aiola  Collins,  by  whom 
he  has  four  children  living:  Ida,  Everett,  Marvin 
and  Joseph,  his  wife,  ATiola.  died  April  22,  1890. 
Mr.  Harris  Is  a member  of  the  Iv.  of  H. . and 
is  also  an  Odd  Fellow.  He  was  a delegate  to 
the  general  conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  which  convened  in  St.  Louis 
in  May,  1890,  and  has  represented  his  count)  in 
the  State  Democratic  Convention  almost  continu- 
ously since  1876.  He  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist. Episcopal  Church,  South. 

C.  T.  Harris,  dealer  in  general  merchandise, 
Monticello,  Ark.  The  firm  of  Gotham.  Harris  A 
Co.  was  organized  in  January.  1883,  with  E.  R. 
Gotham,  C.  T.  Harris,  Ed.  Spencer,  and  \Y.  E. 
Harvill.  They  are  furnishers  and  dealers  in  gen- 
eral merchandise,  and  are  all  first-class  business 
men.  C.  T.  Harris  the  junior  member,  was  born 
in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  August  22.  1863,  and  is 
the  sixth  afid  youngest  son  of  C.  T.  Harris,  Sr., 
and  Sara  Harris  (nee  Everett),  natives  of  Missis- 
sippi. The  parents  were  early  settlers  of  Drew 
County,  and  the  father  Hied  while  his  son,  C.  T. . 
was  only  a child.  He  was  a slave-owner  and 
planter,  and  was  a lieutenant  in  the  Southern 
army.  C.  T Harris,  Jr.,  remained  and  assisted 
on  his  father’s  farm  until  thirteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  entered  a store  at  Collins  as  clerk.  There 
he  remained  for  two  years,  and  then  came  to 
.Monticello,  where  he  attended  school  for  several 
years.  After  this  he  clerked  and  kept  books  until 
he  became  a member  of  the  present  firm.  He  was 
elected  as  a member  of  the  city  council  of  Monti- 
cello in  1885,  serving  as  clerk  of  that  body  until 
1889.  He  is  a bright  young  man.  and  his  per- 
sonal popularity  has  been  largely  due  to  bis  up 
right,  honorable  course  aud  his  straightforward 
business  conduct  in  commercial  circles.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P. , and  is  a district  deputy 
grand  chancellor  of  that  order. 

H.  S.  Hart,  merchant.  Monticello,  Ark.  In 
business  affairs  the  career  of  Mr.  Hart  has  been  a 
successful  one  in  the  history  of  Drew  County. 
Still  comparatively  a young  man,  not  much  past  the 
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age  of  thirty-five  years,  he  has  reached  a position 
among  longer- experienced  and  older  business  men 
that  would  be  a credit  to  any  person,  and  is  es- 
pecially so  to  Mr.  Hart,  for  ho  deserves  all  his  suc- 
cess. Born  in  Richmond  County,  N.  C.,  on  July 
16,  1852,  he  is  the  son  of  Britain  and  Anna  E. 
(Wade)  Hart,  natives,  also,  of  North  Carolina. 
The  parents  emigrated  to  Alabama,  thence  to  Ar- 
j kansas,  in  1872,  and  located  in  Drew  County, where 
they  both  passed  the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives 
The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  re- 
sided sixteen  miles  south  of  Monticello.  By  a pre- 
vious marriage  he  became  the  father  of  five  chil- 
dren, two  now  living:  Sipion  and  Martha  (wife  of 

Miles  Usser).  To  the  second  marriage  were  born 
six  children:  John  B.,  Horatio  S..  Edwin  M. , 

Wade  H. , Joseph  E.  and  Mary  A.  (wife  of  Mr. 
Griffith).  H.  S.  Hart  was  reared  in  North  Carolina 
, until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  there  received  the 
principal  part  of  his  education.  He  was  reared 'to 
the  duties  of  the  farm,  and  came  with  his  parents 
to  Drew  County  in  1872.  In  February,  1886,  he 
pngaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  this  has  since 
Continued  very  successfully,  carrying  a full  line  of 
dry  goods,  etc.  He  has  as  line  a lot  as  is  to  be 
found  in  Monticello,  and  at  as  low  cash  prices  as  are 
to  be  found  in  Southern  Arkansas.  He  owns  the 
homestead  of  320  acres,  besides  other  farms  and 
real  estate.  The  principal  product  of  his  farm  is 
cotton.  Mr.  Hart  was  married  in  1874  to  Miss 
Mattie  Donham,  by  whom  he  has  six  children: 
Olive.  Luna,  Arthur,  Erastus,  May  and  Percival. 
Mr.  Hart  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. 

Harry  Yl.  Hankins,  hardware  dealer,  Monti- 
cello, Ark.  It  would  be  hard  to  find  two  men  bet- 
ter known  in  connection  with  the  hardware  busi- 
ness than  the  firm  of  Hankins  & Lambert,  and 
their  acquaintance  is  by  no  means  a local  one,  but 
extends  over  a wide  range  of  territory.  The  sen- 
ior member  of  the  firm,  Harry  Hankins,  was  born 
in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  on  March  16.  1847,  and  is 
! the  son  of  Robert  W.  and  Sallie  (Albright)  Han- 
kins. natives  of  Tennessee  and  South  Carolina,  re- 
i spectively.  Robert  W.  Hankins  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery County  on  February  25,  1821.  and  was  a 
son  of  Carter  and  Lucy  (Austin)  Hankins,  natives 
of  the  same  county  and  State  as  Robert  W.  The 
latter's  paternal  grandfather  was  William  Han- 
kins. and  his  maternal,  David  Austin.  Carter 
Hankins  was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and  followed 
this  in  Montgomery  County,  Tenn.,  for  some  time. 

I He  was  the  father  of  eight  children,  two  now  liv- 
ing: Robert  W.  and  Wilman  (now  Mrs.  Lemmons, 
of  Jefferson  County).  Robert  W.  Hankins  moved 
to  Haywood  County,  Term.,  with  his  parents. 


'when  a boy,  and  without  an  education  commenced 
life  for'  himself  as  an  overseer,  about  1840.  He 
came  to  Drew  County,  located  on  his  present  farm, 
consisting  of  about  320  acres,  with  seventy-five  un- 
der cultivation  in  1850,  and  there  he  has  since  re- 
mained. He  was  married  on  June  5,  1843,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Albright,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and 
the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Philopcena  Albright,  the 
father  a brick-mason  by  trade.  Mrs.  Hankins 
was  born  on  January  25,  1825,  and  died  in  1879. 
To  this  union  were  born  nine  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  living:  Harriet  A.,  (now  Mrs.  Eckles,  of 
this  township).  Harry  M.  (hardware  merchant  of 
Monticello,  subject),  Martha  Caroline  (now  Mrs. 
Owens,  of  this  township),  Jesse  James  (a  carpen- 
ter of  Monticello),  Henry  Neely  (a  farmer  of  this 
county),  Charles  Woodbine  (a  hardware  merchant 
of  Warren),  Joan  of  Arc  (wife  of  J.  M.  Hughes,  see 
sketch),  and  Don  Rich  (dry  goods  merchant  at 
Monticello).  The  father  of  these  children  enlisted 
in  Thompson’s  brigade,  Confederate  Infantry,  was 
in  service  about  three  months,  but  participated  in 
no  engagements.  He  is  not  active  in  politics,  but 
is  Democratic  in  his  views.  His  son,  Harry  M. 
Hankins,  was  reared  on  the  farm  until  1868,  and 
during  the  late  war ‘served  as  a substitute  for  his 
father.  He  came  to  Monticello  in  the  last-men- 
tioned year,  learned  the  tinner’s  trade,  and  in 
1874  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  with  M.  J. 
King,  with  whom  he  continued  for  thirteen  months, 
when  he  boifght  him  out.  He  then  continued  alone 
until  1881,  when  he  formed  a partnership  with 
P.  E.  Lambert,  the  present  member.  They  carry 
a fine  stock  of  hardware,  stoves,  etc. , and  are  do- 
ing a good  business.  Mr.  Hankins  was  married 
in  1875,  to  Miss  Julia  Lambert,  and  to  this  union 
have  been  born  six  children:  Olga.  Jennie,  Harry. 
Perry,  Sallie  and  Augusta.  Mr.  Hankins  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  Q.  O.  F.  lodge,  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  the  Iv.  of  H.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
He  was  elected  county  treasurer  in  1886,  and  this 
position  he  has  since  filled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  Consistent,  conscientious  and  out- 
spoken in  whatever  he  does,  he  is  a man  who 
never  fears  to  carry  out  his  honest  convictions  un- 
der all  circumstances.  He  was  also  city  recorder 
for  eleven  years. 

E.  Iv.  Haynes  is  the  present  efficient  judge  of 
Drew  County,  Ark.  He  was  born  in  Giles 
County,  Tenn. , September  11,  1817,  being  a son 
of  Andrew  and  Zillah  (Gray)  Haynes,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  the  Old  North  State,  the  for- 
mer’s birth  occurring  in  1792,  the  latter  in  1 i94. 
They  were  married  in  1813,  and  in  time  a family 
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of  nine  children  gathered  about  them:  Louisa  IF. 
Margaret  M.,  Andrew  J.,  Catherine.  Cyrus  O., 
Frank,  Rosena,  John  L.  and  E.  K.  Mr.  Haynes 
gave  his  atttention  to  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  his  life,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1851  he  was  the  owner  of  about  one  sec- 
tion of  land  in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  whither  he 
had  moved  from  Ballard  County,  Kv.  He  served 
as  a private  in  the  War  of  1812,  was  a member  of 
the  Masonic  order,  and  in  social  life  was  a worthy 
man  and  citizen  and  an  acquisition  to  any  com- 
munity in  which  he  resided.  His  wife  passed 
from  this  life  in  1866.  E.  K.  Haynes  received 
the  greater  part  of  his  education  in  the  Blue 
Grass  State,  and  was  there  married  to  Bessie  Ellen, 
a daughter  of  Peter  and  Maron  Svpert,  her  birth 
occurring  in  Todd  County,  Ky.  Upon  her  death 
in  1844,  she  left,  besides  her  husband,  a family  of 
four  children  to  mourn  her  loss:  Zillah,  Mar- 

garet. Ellen  and  Thomas  AY.  Mr.  Haynes  reached 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  May  6.  1847,  taking  up  his 
abode  in  Jefferson  County,  where  he  resided  for 
nearly  three  years,  and  where  he  was  married  to 
his  second  wife.  Miss  Sarah  J.  Slythe,  and  then 
removed  to  Drew  County,  Ark. , and  by  her  be- 
came the  father  of  throe  sons,  Frank,  Jefferson 
L.  and  Eli  K.  Mr.  Haynes  has  figured  consider- 
ably in  politics,  besides  being  a member  of  the 
county  court  of  Ballard  County.  Ky. . before  his 
removal  to  Arkansas.  He  has  represented  his 
county  in  the  State  Legislature  two  terms,  has 
filled  the  position  of  postmaster  at  Monticeilo, 
Ark. , twTo  years,  and  has  held  the  position  of 
United  States  commissioner,  and  prior  to  and  since 
! the  Civil  War  has  filled  the  responsible  position  of 
county  and  probate  judge,  and  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent. In  politics  he  was  an  Old  Line  Whig 
and  opposed  secession.  In  the  several  official  po- 
sitions he  discharged  his  duties  in  a highly  credit- 
able manner  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  constituency.  Kind  and  courteous  in  his  in 
tereourse  with  his  fellow-man,  he  is  very  popular 
with  all,  and  is  always  found  ready  to  aid  in  any 
enterprise  which  tends  to  the  interest  of  his 
county.  He  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  of  which  the  lat- 
ter was  a communicant  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
November  19,  1884.  The  paternal  grandfather. 
John  Haynes,  entered  the  Revolutionary  War  at 
the  age  of  sixteen.  He  was  of  Irish  descent,  born 
in  Maryland,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy -six. 
his  wife  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty  six. 

Thomas  Ross  Henry  was  born  in  Madison 
County,  West  Tenn. , February  3,  1846.  and  is  a 
j son  of  John  L.  and  Martha  (Ross)  Hear}.  He 


remained  in  Tennessee  until  he  was  about  fifteen 
years  of  age,  then,  with  his  parents,  removed  to 
Arkansas,  and  settled  in  Chicot  County,  near  Ma- 
son Lake,  about  ten  miles  from  Lake  Village,  which 
was  then  the  county  seat.  Here  he  grew  to  man  - 
hood,  receiving  a very  limited  schooling,  owing  to 
the  thinly  populated  country,  and  to  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War.  His  father  died  in  1868,  just  as 
he  was  nearing  manhood,  and  this  threw  the  care  of 
his  mother  and  a helpless  family  of  younger  chil- 
dren on  his  hands,  but  he  manfully  put  his  shoulder 
to  the  wheel,  and.  faithfully  assisted  her  until  he 
was  about  twenty-six  years  of  age,  discharging  his 
duty  as  became  a true  and  loyal  son.  He  then 
started  to  carve  out  his  own  fortune,  and  began  as 
a farmer  in  Drew  County,  whither  he  had  moved 
from  Chicot  County.  After  renting  land  for  four 
years  he  purchased  some  property  on  Bayou  Bar- 
tholomew, and  is  now  the  owner  of  a magnificent 
farm  of  450  acres  and  has  300  acres  under  cultiva-  j 
tion,  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  corn,  cotton  and 
grasses.  Besides  his  home  property  he  has  another 
tract  of  land,  comprising  21 8 acres,  with  100  under 
cultivation,  two  miles  from  his  home,  and  another 
farm  in  Desha  County,  of  433  acres  with  150  acres 
under  cultivation,  218  acres  one-half  mile  from  his 
home  place,  with  25  acres  under  cultivation,  and  1 1 6 
acres  of  unimproved  land  in  Desha  County.  He  is 
extensively  engaged  in  raising  cattle,  horses  and 
hogs,  and  owns  a one-half  interest  in  a steam  grist- 
mill and  co’tton-gin  at  Bombay,  a one-half  interest 
in  a saw  mill  at  Bayou  Bartholomew  and  a one-half 
interest  in  a general  mercantile  establishment  at 
Bombay.  In  the  early  part  of  1803  he  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  army,  in  Company  A.  Thompson’s 
Battalion,  and  afterward  became  a member  of  Carl- 
ton's regiment,  Stevens’  brigade,  Fagan's  divis- 
ion.  Price’s  army,  and  served  from  the  time  of  his 
enlistment  until  the  close  of  the  war,  taking  part 
in  many  important  engagements,  and  surrendering 
at  Gaines  Landing,  in  April,  1865.  Although  but 
a boy  in  years,  he  was  a gallant  soldier,  and  faith- 
fully served  the  cause  he  advocated.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Drew  County,  Ark..  June  25,  18  <2,  to  Miss 
Sue  M.  Duncan,  a native  of  Arkansas,  born  in  Ash- 
ley County,  September  4.  1854,  a daughter  of 
James  G-  and  Sarah  F.  Duncan.  She  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Drew  County,  where  her  mother  is 
still  living,  and  where  her  father  died  in  1872.  To 
Mr.  Henry  and  his  wife  a family  of  four  children 
have  been  born;  Claudius  G. , a son,  is  the  only  one 
now  living.  Fannie  1!..  the  eldest  child,  died  in 
August,  1875,  aged  three  years,  and  two  twin  sons 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  have  been 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
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many  years,  ami  lie  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. , 
the  K.  of  lb.  and  in  his  political  views  is  a Demo 
cr.it.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  and 
business  men  of  his  portion  of  the  State,  and  in  his 
views  is  progressive  and  enterprising. 

James  M.  Hogue,  one  of  the  successful  and 
progressive  farmers  of  the  county,  owes  his  na- 
tivity to  Fayette  County.  Tenn. , where  his  birth 
occurred.  April  2-1,  1S47,  and  is  the  son  of  Bennett 
and  Matilda  (Cabbie)  Hogue,  natives  of  .South  Car- 
olina. Bennett  Hogue  was  born  January  27.  1S03, 
and  was  the  son  of  William  Hogue,  also  a native 
of  that  State,  and  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Bennett  Hogue  moved  to  Tennessee  when 
a young  man,  and  from  that  State  to  Arkansas,  in 
1849.  Here  he  died,  in  1879.  Mrs.  Hogue  was 
the  daughter  of  Robert  Cabbie,  a planter  of  South 
Carolina,  and  she  died  in  JS73.  Of  the'seven  chil- 
dren born  to  their  union  only  five  are  now  living: 
William  C.  (farmer),  John  A.  (also  a farmer  ).  ElDa 
(now  Mrs.  Hogue),  Clemantiue  (now  Mrs.  Akin), 
and  James  M.  The  father  owned  about  seven 
( slaves.  James  M.  Hogue  commenced  his  career 
' in  life  for  himself  in  1809,  as  a farmer,  and  moved 
to  his  present  place  of  residence  in  1873.  He  is 
the  owner  of  105  acres  of  land,  with  sixty- five  un- 
der cultivation,  and  his  principal  crop  is  cotton. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  is  a 
public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizen.  He  has 
ever  been  an  advocate  of  all  public  enterprises  cal- 
culated to  benefit  Drew  County,  and  thus  com- 
mands the  respect  and  esteem  of  all.  His  marriage 
occurred  in  1809,  to  Miss  Mary  Gabbie  (his  second 
cousin),  a native  of  Fayette  County,  Tenn.,  born 
September  0.  1848,  and  the  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Jane  (Allen)  Gabbie.  To  our  subject  and  wife 
were  born  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  survive: 
Robert  Lee,  Fiorina  Rena.  Ethel  Elizabeth,  Essie 
D.,  Maggie  May,  Carrie  and  Jay  Bennett.  Mr. 
Hogue,  his  wife  and  oldest  two  children  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church. 

E.  Hoover,  merchant,  Monticello.  Ark.  In  his 
business  operations  in  this  county  Mr.  Hoover  has 
pursued  the  same  progressive  and  enterprising  prin- 
ciples which  characterize  the  customs  of  those  of 
G erman  nationally.  His  birth  occurred  in  Bavaria, 
near  the  River  Rhine,  in  August,  1840.  and  he  is 
the  son  of  Samuel  and  Henrietta  Hoover,  natives 
of  Germany.  The  father  died  in  his  native  coun- 
try. but  the  mother  is  still  living  there.  E.  Hoover 
left  bis  motherland  and  sailed  for  America  in  1856. 
taking  passage  at  Havre,  on  a sailing  vessel,  and 
landing  at  New  Orleans  after  a thirty-nine  days’ 
ocean  voyage.  After  reaching  this  continent  he 
sailed  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  Grand  Lake. 


Ark.,  where  he  remained  a short  time,  and  then 
peddled  through  the  country  until  the  war  broke 
out.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  West  Battery 
from  Napoleon,  and  served  until  the  surrender. 
He  was  neither  wounded  nor  captured,  although 
lie  was  in  a great  many  liard-fought  battles.  He 
- returned  to  Grand  Lake,  Ark.,  remained  there  one 
year,  and  ( lien  engaged  in  business  for  a short  time 
at  Gaines  Landing.  After  this  lie  came  to  Collins, 
Drew  County,  carrying  on  the  business  for  several 
years,  and  then  moved  to  Pine  Bluff,  where  he  re 
mained  for  four  years,  engaged  in  business.  Sub- 
sequently  he  came  to  Monticello,  where  be  engaged 
in  the  sale  of  liquors  for  some  time,  and  in  1887  lie 
embarked  in  the  dry  goods  business,  which  he  still 
carries  on.  He  was  married,  in  January,  1874,  to 
Miss  Pauline  Caiin,  by  whom  he  has  two  children: 
Samuel  and  Lillie.  He  is  a prominent  business 
; man,  and  one  who  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  patrons. 

C.  F.  Hudspeth,  sheriff  and  collector,  Monti- 
cello. Ark.  Connected  with  the  history  of  elec- 
tions of  this  district  and  county  for  the  past  six  or 
; eight  years,  no  name  is  more  prominent  or  bears  with 
i it  so  much  eclat  as  that  of  Hudspeth.  Mr.  Hud- 
speth has  always  been  one  of  Drew  County's  best 
known  and  most  popular  young  men.  and  was  born 
in  Panola  County.  Miss.,  January  29,  1852.  His 
parents.  Thomas  G.  and  Cynthia  (Barnett)  Hud- 
speth, were  natives  of  Kentucky-  and  Tennes- 
see. respectively.  The  parents  emigrated  to  Mis- 
sissippi at  an  early  day,  and  from  there  to  Arkan- 
; sas  in  the  latter  part,  of  1852.  They  located  in 
i Drew  County  and  stopped  within  one  mile  of 
Monticello.  where  they  remained  until  1861,  and 
then  moved  to  Bayou  Bartholomew.  There  both 
parents  died.  They  reared  twelve  children  to 
maturity,  and  ten  of  these  are  now  living.  The 
father  was  a Cumberland  Presbyterian  minister, 
also  a physician  and  a graduate  of  a noted  medical 
college.  He  also  carried  on  farming,  aud  after 
coming  to  this  county  gave  up  his  practice  and 
turned  his  attention  wholly  to  his  ministerial  work. 
C.  F.  Hudspeth  was  but  a boy  when  he  was  left 
without  parents  and  he  remained  with  an  elder 
brother  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then  start- 
ed out  to  fight  life’s  battles  for  himself  and  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  his  vocation  until  L872. 
when  he  entered  the  printing  office  of  Dr.  Barry, 
now  of  Hot  Springs.  After  working  a short  time 
he  was  elected  constable  of  Marion  Township,  and 
at  the  same  time  held  the  position  of  deputy  sheriff 
for  two  years.  He  then  engaged  as  a clerk  in  a 
store,  where  he  continued  until  1886,  when  he  was 
elected  sheriff  and  re-elected  in  1888.  He  was 
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married,  in  1S80,  to  Miss  Ida  Allen,  by  whom  he 
has  one  son:  Carl.  Airs.  Hudspeth  is  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  K.  of  H. , passing  the  chairs 
in  each  organization,  and  he  is  also  a member  of 
the  K.  of  P.  He  is  a good  business  man,  and  is 
the  owner  of  a large  plantation  on  the  Bayou. 

11.  F.  Hyatt  is  cashier  of  the  Monticello  Bank, 
which  was  established  in  May.  1S7  1,  incorporated 
under  the  State  laws  of  Arkansas,  and  has  a paid- 
up  capital  of  $40,000,  which  will  be  increased  to 
•860,000  in  1890.  This  bank  is  doing  a flourishing 
business,  and  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  sub- 
stantial of  its  kind  in  the  State,  C.  L.  Burks, 
president;  R.  F.  Hyatt,  cashier,  and  A.  E.  Harris, 
vice-president.  Mr.  Hyatt  is  a native  of  South 
Carolina,  where  his  birth  occurred  November  27, 
1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  C.  and  Agues 
L.  (Fee)  Hyatt,  both  natives  also  of  South  Caro- 
lina. The  parents  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  in  1846, 
coming  through  in  wagons,  and  located  in  what  is 
now  Drew  County  (then  Bradley),  on  what  was 
( known  as  ’“Rough  and  Ready,”  the  then  con- 
i tern  plated  county  seat.  The  father  was  a mechanic 
by  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a number  of  years, 
and  subsequently  entered  the  pulpit  where  he 
preached  the  Baptist  doctrine  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1887.  The  mother  died  in 
1885.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living:  Robert  F.,  Mrs.  Remley,  Dr. 
D.  T.  and  Hannah.  Three  brothers  were  killed 
in  the  late  war.  R.  F.  Hyatt  was  quite  small 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Drew  County, 
and  before  he  attained  his  majority,  enlisted  in 
Company  C.  Third  Arkansas  Infantry  (1802),  and 
served  until  wounded  by  a gunshot  in  the  left 
leg.  He  was  captured,  and  remained  with  the 
Federals  for  four  months.  After  the  surrender 
he  returned  home  and  controlled  a farm  for  two 
years,  when  he  was  made  deputy  clerk  for  live 
years.  In  1872  he  was  elected  county  and  circuit 
clerk,  which  position  he  held  for  ten  consecutive 
years,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He 
was  in  the  real  estate  business  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Monticello  Bank,  when  he  became 
cashier.  He  is  a gentleman  of  high  standing  in 
his  community,  and  has  tine  business  qualifica- 
■ tions.  He  was  married  first.  in  1864,  to  Miss 
Mattie  Ridgell,  by  whom  he  had  six  children,  one 
deceased.  He  was  married,  the  second  time,  to 
Mrs.  Effie  Daniel,  by  whom  hi1  has  two  children. 
.Mr.  Hyatt  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , K.  of 
H.,  K of  R.  and  Grand  Master  of  Exchequer 
of  the  last-named  organization,  of  the  Grand 
Jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  financial 


reporter  in  the  K.  of  H. , and  past  grand  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  for  twenty-five  years. 

Dr.  D.  T.  Hyatt,  druggist,  Monticello,  Ark. 
With  the  drug  trade  of  Southern  Arkansas  the 
name  of  Hyatt  & Ilann  are  identified.  The  senior 
member.  Dr.  D.  T.  Hyatt,  owes  his  nativity  to 
Monticello,  where  his  birth  occurred  May  2,  1852, 
and  is  a son  of  Benjamin  C.  and  Levina  A.  (Fee) 
Hyatt,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Drew  County. 
Benjamin  C.  Hyatt  was  about  the  first  hotel  -keeper 
in  the  town.  He  was  a physician  professionally, 
but  the  country  being  so  sparsely  settled  he  had 
but  little  practice,  and  so  turned  his  attention  to 
other  pursuits.'  learning  the  carpenter's  trade,  which 
he  carried  on  in  connection  with  the  hotel  business 
for  several  years.  Dr.  D.  T.  Hyatt  was  educated 
in  Monticello,  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  an 
early  age,  and  graduated  at  Louisville  Medical 
College  in  1874.  After  this  »lie  was  in  active 
practice  for  eight  years  in  Monticello,  and 
then  clerked  in  a drug  store  until  1887,  when 
he,  with  his  present  partner,  bought  out  the 
drug  store,  and  this  they  have  since  continued. 
The  house  is  in  every  way  a first-class  one,  and  no 
name  does  more  honor  to  the  drug  profession. 
Here  may  always  be  found  a complete  assortment 
of  drugs,  chemicals,  toilet  articles,  patent  medi- 
cines, perfumery,  and  druggists’  sundries.  Mr. 
Hyatt  was  married,  in  1875,  to  Miss  D.  M.  Lewis, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children:  \Y.  Floyd, 
Robert  F.,  Ethel,  Lizzie  C.,  Hannah  and  David  T. . 
Jr.  Dr.  Hyatt  is  a member  of  the  lx.  of  P.  and 
the  Iv.  of  H.  He  is  an  excellent  business  man. 

Capt.  William  H.  Isom  was  born  in  Middle 
Tennessee,  August  31,  1833,  and  when  eighteen 
months  old  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Marshall 
County,  Miss.  His  father,  John  Isom,  was  born 
in  Virginia,  but  was  reared  in  Maury  County, 
Term.,  and  from  there  enlisted  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  with  Jackson  at.  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans.  His  father.  Alexander  Isom,  was  a Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  and  served  in  the  Southern 
Division  under  Gen.  Nathaniel  Greene.  Capt. 
William  H.  Isom  was  bred  up  to  the  usual  life 
of  a farmer’s  boy,  and  in  his  youth  received  the 
advantages  of  the  common  schools.  Upon  the 
death  of  the  father  in  1852  the  old  homestead  was 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  divided,  and  Capt.  William 
H.  began  farming  with  his  share,  and  in  1858 
came  to  Drew  County,  Ark.,  and  purchased  a farm 
of  160  acres  six  miles  from  Monticello,  ar.d  here 
made  his  home  until  after  the  Rebellion.  In  1861 
he  joined  the  Confederate  army,  having  raised  and 
organized  a company  of  seventy -five  or  eighty  men, 
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and  was  embodied  in  the  Ninth  Arkansas  Regi 
merit,  and  was  sent,  east  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
participating  in  the  engagement  at  Belmont;  was 
at  the  evacuation  of  Bowling  Green,  and  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh  was  wounded  in  the  left  shoulder 
and  breast,  which  confined  him  to  the  hospital  for 
twelve  months.  He  next  went  to  Memphis,  and 
and  was  on  the  last  transport  that  left  that  place, 
and  was  then  assigned  to  post  duty  in  Cherokee 
County,  Tex.  He  surrendered  and  was  paroled  at 
Shreveport,  La.,  but  on  his  return  home  he  found 
his  farm  completely  laid  waste  and  all  his  stock 
driven  off.  He  made  some  purchases  on  credit, 
and  got  along  as  best  he  could  for  about  two  years, 
then  sold  out  and  purchased  400  acres  of  land  on 
Bayou  Bartholomew,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  first  devoted  his  attention  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  cotton  for  about  fourteen  years,  then 
began  raising  mules,  and  finally  cattle  and  hogs, 
and  now  owns  105  horses  and  mules  outside  of  his 
farm  animals,  fifty  head  of  cattle  and  400  hogs. 
He  keeps  his  own  breeding  stock,  among  which  is 
a fine  jack,  a full-blooded  Maltese  brought  from 
Kentucky,  and  his  cattle  and  hogs  are  Durham  and 
Berkshire,  respectively.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
S00  acres  of  land,  and  150  acres  are  under  culti- 
vation. His  residence  is  nicely  located,  and  is  sit- 
uated about  one-half  mile  from  Bayou  Bartholo- 
mew. The  Captain  was  married  June  21,  1859,  to 
Miss  D.  A.  Ervin,  and  as  they  have  no  children  of 
their  own  they  have  adopted  a little  girl.  They 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  which 
he  joined  in  1859,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a 
Democrat.  Mr.  Isom  made  Drew  County  his 
home  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  M ar,  and 
also  during  the  dark  days  that  followed,  but  has 
lived  to  see  the  dawning  of  a brighter  dav. 

T.  H.  ,J aggers  A Bro.,  merchants,  Montieello, 
Ark.  This  prosperous  and  well-known  business 
firm  was  established  in  Montieello  in  November, 
1887,  and  carry  a good  stock  of  general  groceries, 
in  which  they  deal  exclusively.  The  individual 
members  of  this  firm  are  T.  H.  daggers,  the  senior, 
and  A.  B.  J aggers,  the  junior  member.  Both  these 
gentlemen  are  natives  of  Chester  County.  S.  C., 
where  they  were  partly  reared  and  educated,  and 
in  1871  they  both  came  to  Drew  County,  Ark., 
where  they  were  engaged  in  farming  for  a few 
years,  or  until  they  embarked  in  their  present  bus- 
iness. T.  H.  J aggers  was  born  on  September  20, 
1850,  and  is  the  son  of  Harvey  and  Mary  E.  (Burris') 
daggers,  both  natives  of  South  Carolina.  The 
father  was  a very  successful  farmer,  and  followed 
this  vocation  all  his  life:  he  died  in  1873.  Of 


the  eight  children  born  to  his  marriage,  six  are 
still  living,  and  five  are  residents  of  Drew  County. 
Ark.  T.  H.  d aggers  was  married  on  December  4. 
188/.  to  Miss  Mattie  Y.  Priddy,  a native  of  Ar- 
kansas. All-,  daggers  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H.. 
and  is  a . first-class  business  man.  The  junior 
member  of  the  firm,  A.  B.  daggers,  was  born  No- 
vember 30,  1858,  and  was  married  in  1888  to  Miss 
Etna  Hoke.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. 
These  gentlemen  are  very  enterprising  young  men, 
and  have  been  very  successful.  Their  energy  and 
enterprise,  together  with  the  superiority  of  their 
goods,  has  gained  for  their  establishment  a wide 
and  enviable  reputation. 

Z.  E.  Kerr,  postmaster,  Montieello,  Ark.  This 
much-esteemed  and  enterprising  citizen  owes  his 
nativity  to  McNairy  County,  Tenn. . where  his  birth 
occurred  on  April  29,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  An- 
drew and  Matilda  (Baxter)  Kerr,  natives  of  South 
Carolina.  In  1844  the  parents  emigrated  to  Ten- 
nessee, and  located  in  McNairy  County,  where  the 
father  died  in  1848.  The  mother  died  in  Alon- 
ticello  in  1874.  Air.  Kerr  was  educated  in  Ten- 
nessee, at  Purdy  College,  but  the  war  breaking  out 
before  he  completed  his  studies,  the  school  was 
abandoned.  He  served  in  the  army  the  last  two 
years  of  the  war,  mostly  in  cavalry  service,  but  was 
detailed  and  served  as  adjutant  for  Col.  Logan  the 
latter  part  of  the  war.  After  its  close  he  acted  as 
book-keeper  for  Air.  Hussey,  remaining  with  him 
for  ten  years’,  or  until  1876,  when  he  was  elected 
county  treasurer  of  Drew  County,  and  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Alonticello  the  same  year. 
Both  of  these  positions  he  held  for  ten  years  in  suc- 
cession. Mr.  Kerr  has  been  a faithful  and  efficient 
officer,  as  his  holding  the  position  for  such  a 
length  of  time  clearly  demonstrates.  He  is  a mem 
ber  of  the  I.  O.  O.  E.,  passing  through  its  chairs, 
K.  of  H.,  and  a charter  member  of  this  body  and  has 
represented  twice  at  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  is  also  a 
K.  of  P.,  and  has  represented  the  order  at  Grand 
Lodge.  As  an  officer  Air.  Kerr  has  been  careful  and 
painstaking,1  as  a friend,  true  in  the  needed  emer- 
gency; as  an  associate  he  is  full  of  life  and  fond  of 
society,  and  yet,  in  all  and  everything,  quiet,  uuob- 
strnsive  and  retiring.  Prudent  to  a fault,  he  is  of 
strict  integrity,  and  such  a person  as  it  is  a privilege 
to  esteem.  He  was  married  in  1871  to  Aliss  Jennie 
Shelton,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Shelton,  and  to  this 
union  have  been  born  three  children:  Emmet,  Nan- 
nie and  Andrew.  Air.  and  Airs.  Kerr  are  member.-' 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  much  esteemed 
and  respected  citizens. 

Alatthow  J.  King,  farmer  and  merchant,  Bar 
kada,  Ark.  Mr  King,  one  ol‘  the  oldest  and  best- 
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known  citizens  of  Drew  County,  settled  here  in 
18-12,  and  there  are  but  two  citizens  of  his  age. 
and  but  six  citizens  now  living,  who  were  living-  in 
this  county  at  that  time.  Mr.  King  was  born  on 
August  5.  1820.  and  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Catherine  (McCauley)  King,  the  father  a native  of 
North  Carolina.  The  latter  moved  to  Henderson 
County,  Ivy.,  with  his  family  in  1831.  cultivated 
the  soil,  and  there  died  in  1835.  The  mother 
then  removed  with  her  children,  six  in  number,  to 
Haywood  CoUnty,  Tenn..  and  there  resided  with 
her  brother,  James  McCauley.  Later  .she  moved 
with  him  to  Fayette  County,  and  there  died  a few 
years  afterward.  Her  children  were  named  as  fol- 
lows: Matthew  J.  (whose  birth  occurred  in  Orange 
County,  N.  C. ),  Nancy  (widow  of  "William  Rowlit), 
William  (deceased),  Ellen,  Catherine  (deceased), 
and  one  child  who  died  in  infancy.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  these  children  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolution,  and  was  over  eighty  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Matthew  J.  King  worked 
on  a farm  to  help  his  mother  and  there  continued 
until  her  death,  when  he  was  bound  out  to  L.  C. 
Butts  to  learn  the  brick-mason’s  trade.  He  re- 
mained with  him  for  three  years,  and  then,  in  1842, 
came  to  Arkansas,  located  in  what  is  now  Drew 
County  (but  then  a part  of  Bradley  County),  and 
there  followed  agricultural  pursuits  for  eight  years. 
In  1850  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caro- 
line Newton,  a native  of  Alabama,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  Newton.  Mrs.  King 
died  in  1880  leaving  twelve  children,  six  now  liv- 
ing: Henry  Neeley  (married  and  resides  in  this 
county),  Jesse  Columbus  (deceased),  Albert  (de- 
ceased), Mary  E.  (deceased).  Laura  A.  (deceased), 
Ophelia  (deceased),  and  William,  Joseph  J. , James 
E. , Sanford  N.  and  Ida  (all  at  home).  After  his 
marriage,  Mr.  King  entered  a quarter  section  of 
Government  land,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil.  He  bought  his  present  homestead, 
consisting  of  over  1,200  acres  of  land,  with  about 
130  acres  under  cultivation,  in  ISOS,  and  is  also 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Jesse  Newton  (de- 
ceased). He  owes  a cotton-gin  (horse  power) 
with  a capacity  of  about  three  bales  per  day,  and 
although  his  principal  crop  is  cotton,  lie  is  inter- 
ested in  other  occupations,  and  he  and  Mr.  Oslin 
are  in  partnership  in  trading  in  mules,  cattle,  hogs 
and  sheep.  Mr.  King  also  owns  a half  interest  in 
the  store  at  Barkada,  owned  by  King  Sc  Oslin.  Al- 
though at  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  King  was 
in  debt  8(5.  he  has  made  all  his  property  bv  hard 
work  and  good  business  ability,  and  at  the  present 
time  his  taxable  property  amounts  to  over  $13,UO0. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 


Church,  and  in  his  political  views  is  Democratic. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  but 
has  not  affiliated  with  any  lodge  for  several  years. 
In  1801  and  1805  he  was  in  Capt.  Owens'  com- 
pany. was  employed  as  teamster,  and  was  never  in 
any  engagements. 

Dr.  William  R.  Laffoon,  retired  physician, 
MonticelJo,  Ark.  The  career  of  Dr.  Laffoon  pre- 
sents an  example  of  industry,  perseverance  and 
good  management,  rewarded  by  substantial  re- 
sults, well  worthy  of  imitation  by  young  men  of 
the  present  day.  He  was  born  in  Hopkins  County, 
Ky.,  on  November  24,  1832,  and  his  parents, 
George  Washington  and  Lucinda  (Julian)  Laffoon. 
were  natives.'  respectively,  of  South  Carolina  and 
Kentucky.  His  grandparents,  Rutherford  and 
Sarah  (Hill)  Laffoon.  it  is  supposed,  were  natives 
of  South  Carolina,  and  his  great  grandfather. 
William  Laffoon,  was  of  French  descent.  His 
great-grandfather,  Hill,  was  a native  of  England. 
Rutherford  Laffoon  moved  to  Kentucky  when 
his  son,  G.  W. . was  an  infant,  and  settled  in 
Hopkins  County,  where  he  tilled  the  soil  until 
his  death  in  1878.  G.  W.  Laffoon  was  born 
on  June  30,  1810,  and  has  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  all  his  life  in  Kentucky,  Missouri  and 
Illinois.  He  came  to  Arkansas  in  1S82,  and  is 
now  living  with  his  sou,  Dr.  William  R.  Laffoon. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  about  1847.  Dr. 
Laffoon  was  one  of  six.  children  born  to  his  par- 
ents, live  of  whom  are  now  living:  John  Henry 

(farmer  of  Kentucky),  Dr.  William  It..  Mary  Eliza- 
beth (deceased),  Senate  N.  (farmer  of  Kentucky), 
Sarah  R.  (married  and  resides  in  Kentucky), 
and  Columbus  B.  (of  Kentucky).  Dr.  Laffoon 
was  educated  in  his  native  State,  and  at  an  early 
age  manifested  a marked  taste  and  preference  for 
information  in  the  direction  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion, and,  therefore,  it  was  not  strange  that  he 
should  carry  out  this  purpose  in  a systematic  man- 
ner. He  first  began  studying  in  an  office  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  later  attended  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  State  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Ar- 
bor, where  he  was  in  close  attendance  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war.  He  then  threw  aside  his 
books,  returned  home,  and  enlisted  in  the  Second 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  with  which  he  remained  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  serving  as  hospital  steward 
and  assistant  surgeon.  The  principal  battles  in 
which  he  participated  were  Nashville.  Murfrees- 
boro and  Shiloh,  although  he  was  in  other  minor 
engagements.  After  cessation  of  hostilities  Dr. 
Laffoon  came  to  Arkansas,  and  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  but  soon  gave  that  up  and  began 
farming,  which  occupation  he  has  since  continued. 
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He  bought  his  present  property,  consisting  of  2S0 
acres  of  land,  with  about  seventy- live  acres  under 
cultivation,  in  1SS0,  and  his  principal  crop  is  cot- 
ton. He  was  married  in  1805  to  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Ragland,  a native  of  Meriwether  County,  Ca. , 
born  April  9,  1832,  and  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Charity  (Cress)  Ragland,  natives  of  North  Caro- 
lina. To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Laffoon  were  born  four 
children,  three  now  living:  Ar villa  L.  (born  Sep- 

tember 17,  1868),  Lulu  W.  (born  February  26, 
1871),  and  William  Nash  (born  May  2,  1S73).  Mr. 
Laffoon  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  is  a member  of 
the  County  Wheel,  and  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county.  Mrs.  Laffoon  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South. 

Thomas  C.  Lamb  was  born  in  Sampson  County, 

N.  C.,  September  26,  1823,  being  a son  of  John 
Lamb,  who  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  being  sta- 
tioned at  Wilmington.  Thomas  C.  was  married 
on  September  26,  1843,  to  Miss  Isabel  Lamb,  and 
the  result  of  their  union  was  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living:  Mary  Ellen  Almire, 
Rebecca  Thankful,  Julia  Asha  and  David  Eure-  ; 
nus.  William  H.  (was  born  October  8,  1844,  and  ■ 
died  August  31.  1SS4),  Thomas  W.  (born  May  18, 
1859,  and  died  August  27,  1881),  John  Quit- 
man  (born  December  2,  1854.  and  died  Sep-  \ 
tember  14,  1863),  Sarah  Adaline  (born  Decern-  ! 
ber  10,  1850,  and  died  February  20.  1889).  In 
the  year  1851  Mr.  Lamb  moved  to  Arkansas,  and 
took  up  land  near  Monticello,  where  he  entered  i 
upon  a career  of  usefulness.  He  hauled  the  first 
load  of  dry  goods  to  Monticello,  and  was  one  of  the 
very  first  settlers  of  that  region.  He  now  owns  j 
over  1,000  acres  of  land  in  Drew  County,  the  most 
of  which  is  tillable,  and  over  one-third  under  culti- 
vation. His  labors  to  secure  a home  for  himself 
and  family  were  begun  at  a great  disadvantage,  1 
but  being  persevering  and  enterprising,  he  soon  be- 
gan to  accumulate  means,  and  at  the  opening  of 
the  late  war  he  was  in  good  circumstances.  During  | 
the  Rebellion  he  became  deputy  quartermaster,  j 
under  Maj.  Latimore  in  the  State  service,  and  for 
some  time  was  stationed  at  Fulton,  after  which  he  ; 
was  detailed  to  steamboat  service,  and  was  capt-  \ 
ured  at  Poplar  Bluff,  on  Bayou  Bartholomew,  this 
being  the  only  time  in  which  he  was  exposed  to 
Yankee  bullets,  during  his  service.  Soon  after  i 
being  captured  he  was  paroled,  and  on  June  4,  J 
1865,  returned  to  his  home  to  find  much  of  his 
property  destroyed,  but  he  immediately  set  to 
work  to  make  good  his  losses,  and  has  more  than 
done  so.  He  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views, 
a Council  Mason,  and  although  not  a member  of 
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any  church,  he  donates  liberally  to  their  support, 
and  is  considered  a useful  and  influential  citizen 
in  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 

Marion  Lassiter  (deceased).  The  life  of  this  gen- 
tleman was  one  unmarked  by  any  occurrence  outside 
of  the  chosen  channels  to  which  he  so  dilli gently 
applied  himself,  but  he  became  well  known  through- 
out Drew  County  as  a successful  planter.  He  was 
born  in  Johnson  County,  N.  C.,  December  7, 1828, 
being  one  of  six  surviving  members  of  a family  of 
nine  children  born  to  Elias  and  Edith  (Carroll) 
Lassiter,  who  were  also  born  in  North  Carolina,  in 
1832  and  1835,  respectively.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents, James  and  Rhoda  Carroll,  removed  to 
Alabama  in  1838,  -and  there  the  grandmother  lived 
to  be  one  hundred  and  four  years  of  age  Elias  Ijas- 
siter  followed  the  calling  of  a farmer  throughout 
life,  and  passed  to  his  long  home  in  1874.  his  wife 
dying  two  years  earlier.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Elijah  Lassiter,  w'as  born  in  the  Old  Dominion 
in  1743,  and  served  as  a private  in  the  War  of 
1812.  His  demise  occurred  in  1847.  Marion  Las- 
siter attended  the  schools  of  Johnson  County,  re- 
ceiving only  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools, 
and  so  dilligently  did  he  apply  himself  to  his  tasks, 
that  he  became  well  posted  in  the  common  branches. 
After  making  his  home  with  his  father  until  1847, 
he  emigrated  to  Alabama,  but  after  one  year’s 
residence  in  that  State,  he  returned  to  his  old 
home,  and  for  two  years  worked  as  a mechanic. 
June  19,  1856,  fie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Arabella  Ellis,  who  was  a daughter  of  William  and 
Mattonia  Ellis,  she  being  a native  of  North  Caro- 
lina. The  year  1856  found  Mr.  Lassiter  and  his 
wife  in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  and  this  State  con- 
tinued to  be  his  home.  He  reached  this  county  in 
very  straightened  circumstances,  his  only  posses- 
sions being  a horse  and  conveyance,  and  he  was 
830  in  debt,  but,  in  nowise  discouraged,  he  man- 
fully put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  by  industry 
aud  good  management  became  the  owner  of  600 
acres  of  good  farming  land,  about  200  acres  of 
which  are  under  cultivation.  The  service  he  ren- 
dered during  the  late  war  wras  on  the  Confederate 
side,  but  was  only  of  short  duration,  owing  to  dis- 
ability. He  had  been  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  for  the  past  twenty  years,  and  his  widow  is 
also  a member  of  this  church.  Mr.  Lassiter’s 
brothers  and  sisters  are  as  follows:  Elijah,  Hans- 

let  (deceased),  Jesse,  and  Benjamin  (also  deceased), 
Elizabeth,  Louisa,  Lucy  and  Sarah.  Martin  Las- 
siter’s brother,  Elijah,  is  the  only  one  living  in  Ar- 
kansas. The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  taken  sick 
about  April  10.  last,  and  died  July  10,  mourned 
by  a host  of  friends.  His  life  was  an  exemplary 
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one,  and  (lie  influence  which  he  exerted  during  his 
useful  career  will  linger  long  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  knew  him  best. 

Joseph  Laude,  furnit  ure  dealer  and  undertaker, 
Mont icel lo.  Ark.  In  these  days  of  money  making-, 

when  life  is  a constant  struggle  between  right  and 
wrong,  it  is  a pleasure  to  lay  before  an  intelligent 
reader  the  unsullied  record  of  an  honorable  man. 
To  the  youthful  it  will  be  a useful  lesson,  an  in- 
centive to  honest  industry.  Joseph  Laude,  of  for- 
eign  birth,  was  born  in  Haute  Saone,  France,  in 
June,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Francoise 
| (Isabey)  Laude,  both  of  whom  died  in  France, 
j Joseph  Laude  was  reared  in  his  native  country, 
and  there  received  a fair  education.  In  1852  he 
! sailed  for  America,  taking  passage  at  Havre  on  a 
sailing  vessel,  and  landing  at  New  York  after  a 
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| thirty-four  days’  ocean  voyage.  He  went  direct 
to  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  , where  he  learned  the  cabinet- 
maker’s and  undertaker's  trade,  and  then,  in  1858, 
came  direct  to  Monticello,  where,  one  year  later, 
j he  opened  up  a shop,  and  carried  it  on  until  the 

I breaking  out  of  the  war.  He  then  closed  up  his 

shop,  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Twenty-fourth  Ar- 
i kansas  Infantry,  and  served  until  January,  1803, 

| when  he  was  captured  at  Arkausas  Post.  He  was 
confined  in  Camp  Douglas  until  March,  when  he 
succeeded  iu  making  his  escape,  and  returned  to 
Fort  Wayne,  where  he  remained  until  the  sur- 
L render.  In  July,  1807,  he  returned  to  Monticello, 

I and  opened  up  business  again,  but  found  all  his 
I furniture  and  tools  gone.  However,  he  put  in  a 
new  stock,  and  has  done  a successful  business  ever 
since.  He  is  the  patentee  of  a corn  and  cotton 
planter,  and  is  the  manufacturer  of  these  imple- 
j ment.s,  It  is  a very  line  machine,  and  he  finds  a 
I ready  sale.  He  has  recently  sold  out  his  furniture 
business- to  turn  his  whole  attention  to  the  manu- 
facture of  his  machines.  He  was  married,  in 
! 1S05,  to  Miss  Eugenie  Shalonp,  and  he  and  wife 

are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

W.  T.  Lawson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Monti- 
cello, Ark.  Mr.  Lawson  has  been  a resident  of  this 
county  since  1870,  and  of  his  present  property 
since  1888,  gaining  in  the  meantime  a large  ac- 
| quaintauce  and  the  confidence  of  all  who  know 
i him.  His  birth  occurred  in  Union  County,  S.  C., 
on  August  2,  1S44,  and  bis  parents,  Spencer  and 
Sarah  M.  (Sealey)  Lawson,  were  both  natives  of 
the  same  State.  The  parents  emigrated  to  Geor- 
gia in  1S53,  located  twentv-tive  miles  northeast 
of  Atlanta,  and  there  the  father  was  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil  for  manv  years.  He  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  Twenty-second  Georgia  Regiment,  at 
the  breaking  out  of  hostilities,  and  was  killed  at 


tho  battle  ox  Gettysburg  on  July  2,  1803.  He 
left  a widow  and  six  children,  four  now  living: 

I William  T. , Amanda  (wife  of  John  Thurmond). 

\ Reuben  and  Rosala  (wife  of  G.  W.  Dukes).  W.  T. 

Lawson,  like  the  average  country  boy,  received  his 
| education  in  the  common  schools,  and  assisted  his 
| father  on  the  farm  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
i Rebellion,  and  then,  when  only  seventeen  years  of 
ag-e,  enlisted  in  the  same  company  as  his  father 
I (Company  E,  Twenty-second  Georgia  Regiment). 

' serving  until  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee.  He  was 
in  all  the  principal  engagements:  The  seven  days' 

: tight  around  Richmond  (where  he  was  slightly 
wounded),  the  second  battle  of  Manassas,  Antietam. 
Gettysburg,  Missionary  Ridge,  Spottsylvauia  Court 
j house,  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Fredericks- 
burg, and  in  all  tbe  general  engagements  of  serv- 
ice.  Oat  of  102  soldiers,  he  was  one  of  eight 
J left  to  tell  the  story  of  his  comrades.  After  the 
j surrender  he  returned  to  Georgia,  and  in  1870 
came  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Drew  County,  and 
purchasing  a good  farm.  He  improved  his  place, 
tilled  the  soil,  and  resided  there  until  the  fall  of 
1888,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought  175  acres, 
where  he  now  lives.  He  is  making  many  improve- 
ments, and  will  soon  have  a line  place.  He  has 
! some  Jersey  cattle,  and  has  horses  of  a good 
| pedigree.  Mr.  Lawson  selected  as  his  companion 
: in  life  Miss  Emily  M.  Haney,  whom  he  married  in 
May,  1806,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have  been 
eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  are  now  living:  Rob- 
ert L.,  James  C.,  William  S.,  JolxnE. , Charles  AY.. 
Sarah  E.  (deceased),  Thomas  AY.,  Eva  R.,  Eugene, 
Alvin  R.  and  Elmo.  Mr.  Lawson  is  a member  of 
the  Iv.  of  H.,  the  K.  of  P.  and  the  Wheel.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

C.  C.  Leddon,  planter,  Monticello,  Ark.  Among 
the  many  wide-awake  and  enterprising  tillers  of 
the  soil  in  Drew  County,  none  is  more  deserving  of 
mention  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
originally  from  Randolph  County,  Ga. , where  his 
birth  occurred  March  28,  1S44.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Georgia,  and  was  early  instructed 
in  the  duties  of  farm  life.  In  Alay,  1801,  when 
only  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  the  First 
! Georgia  Regiment,  and  served  for  twelve  months, 
and  during  the  remainder  of  the  war  was  in  Com- 
pany H.  Fifty- first  Georgia  Regiment.  He  was  in 
active  duty  for  four  years  and  live  days,  and  was 
a brave  and  faithful  soldier.  He  was  wounded 
three  times,  first  at  the  battle  of  Cliancellorsville, 
| on  May  1,  1802,  by  a gunshot;  next  at  Knoxville. 
1 Tenn.,  on  October  3lJ.  1803,  by  a gunshot  on  the 
top  of  the  head,  and  the  third  time  by  a gunshot 
in  the  left  arm  and  shoulder.  The  bal!  is  still  in 
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his  arm.  He  first  held  the  rank  of  orderly  ser- 
geant,  and  during  his  service  was  drilled  for  six 
months  by  a drill  officer.  After  the  surrender  he 
returned  to  Georgia,  and  there  remained  until 
October  19.  1S06.  and  on  November  3 of  that 
year  he  located  in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  where  he  re 
mained  for  three  years.  From  there  he  went  to 
Bradley  County,  and  after  a residence  there  of 
eleven  years,  returned  to  Drew  County,  where  lie 
still  resides.  His  principal  occupation  is  farming, 
and  he  is  the  owner  of  ninety  acres  of  good  land. 
He  was  married  on  February  14,  1868,  to  Miss  Jane 
Godfrey.  Mr.  Leddon  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and' is  a good  substantial  citizen. 
He  was  the  youngest  of  eight  children,  four  now 
living,  born  to  the  union  of  Jesse  and  Louisa 
(Smith)  Leddon,  natives  of  Germany.  The  par 
ents  came  to  this  country  in  their  youth,  and  were 
married  in  Georgia,  where  they  located,  and  where 
the  father  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  The 
mother  is  yet  living,  and  resides  on  the  old  home 
stead.  The  farther  was  a farmer  and  a mechanic. 
He  was  also  a shoemaker,  and  followed  his  trade 
the  principal  part  of  his  life. 

Henry  H.  Lephiew.  Like  many  of  the  rep- 
resentative agriculturists  of  this  region,  Mr. 
Lephiew  is  a native  of  Alabama,  his  birth  occur- 
ring in  Marshall  County,  November  14,  1830.  His 
parents,  John  H.  and  Edna  (Johnson)  Lephiew, 
were  born  in  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  respectively, 
but  were  married  in  the  latter  State,  whither  the 
father  moved  upon  reaching  manhood.  He  was  a 
successful  tiller  of  the  soil,  a Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  ar.d  passed  from  life  in  Alabama  in 
1805,  his  wife’s  death  occurring  in  this  State  also, 
in  1849.  A family  of  twelve  children  was  born  to 
their  union — nine  sons  and  three  daughters — six  of 
the  family  now  living:  Benjamin  F.,  Henry  H. , 

James  E. , Newton,  Robert  51. . and  George  W. 

; Those  deceased  are:  William  J. . Joseph  P.,  John  W., 
Elizabeth,  Nancy  O. , and  Sallie.  Henry  H.  Le- 
phiew remained  in  Alabama  until  nineteen  years  of 
age,  then  removed  to  Monticello,  Drew  County, 
Ark.,  and  here  'began  life  for  himself  as  a grocer, 
which  business  lie  continued  for  twenty-one  years, 
meeting  with  the  best  of  success,  and  bv  the  time 
the  war  had  broken  out  had  accumulated  a good 
property.  In  June,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate Army,  Company  E.  Capt.  \Y.  D.  Trotter’s 
Twenty  fourth  Arkansas  Infantry,  but  was  captured 
at  Arkansas  Post  and  sent  as  prisoner  of  war  to 
Chicago,  where  he  was  incarcerated  in  the  Federal 
prison  at  Camp  Douglas  for  three  months,  after 
which  he  was  taken  to  City  Point,  Ya. , and  was 
there  exchanged.  His  regiment  was  reorganized 
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at  Richmond,  and  was  sent  to  join  Gen.  Bragg’s 
command  in  Tennessee,  and  remained  with  Gen.  j 
Patrick  Cleburne’s  division  until  after  the  battle 
of  Franklin.  In  this  engagement  he  was  wounded 
by  a minie-ball,  which  passed  entirely  through 
his  body.  Ho  received  a furlough  at  Tupelo. 
Miss.,  and  returned  home  for  a short  time,  and  as 
soon  as  lit  for  duty  he  again  joined  the  service  at 
Shreveport,  La. . and  served  until  disbanded  in 
Texas  in  May,  1865.  He  was  at  Chickamauga. 
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Missionary  Ridge,  and  in  all  the  battles  around 
Atlanta.  Ga. , and  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta  received 
a slight  wound  in  the  head,  and  was  also  wounded 
at  Jonesboro.  He  was  in  many  other  engao-e- 
men  is,  and  for  faithful  service  was  promoted  to 
orderly  sergeant  of  his  company.  After  residing 
one  year  in  Colquit,  Claiborne  Parish,  La.,  en- 
gaged in  farming,  he  returned  to  his  old  home  at 
Monticello,  and  again  opened  a grocery  establish- 
ment., which  he  conducted  with  fair  success  until 
1870,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  the  country  and 
turned  his  attention  to  agriculture.  Fie  settled  on 
his  present  farm  of  228  acres  in  1875,  and  by  hard 
work  has  succeeded  in  putting  ninety  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  devotes  it  to  all  the  cereals  and 
cotton.  On  his  farm  is  situated  a steam  grist-mill 
and  cotton-gin,  and  he  is  considered  one  of  the 
substantial  residents  of  his  section,  and  an  up- 
right. honorable  man  of  business.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Monticello,  September  18,  1853,  to  Miss 
Ruth  B.  Ferguson,  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
born  iu  June,  1832,  a daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Sarah  (Hyatt)  Ferguson,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  the  same  State,  the  former  being  now  a resi- 
dent of  Louisiana,  having  removed  there  in  1864. 

His  wife  died  at  Homer,  La.,  in  1881.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lephiew  have  been  born  seven  children, 
six  of  whom  are  living:  Sallie  E.  (wife  of  John 

IP.  Harden,  a farmer  of  the  county),  Hettie  H. 
(wife  of  Stephen  R.  Bullock,  a merchant  and 
farmer  of  Drew  County),  Kate  (who  was  married 
January  22,  1890,  to  Dr.  John  T.  Blanks,  and  is 
living  at  Collins,  Ark.),  Lena,  Melissa,  and  Will- 
iam H (a  merchant  of  Baxter,  Drew  County.) 
Lizzie  died  in  infancy.  Mr,  Lephiew  is  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  is  a Master  Mason. 

A.  G.  McCain,  merchant,  Monticello,  Ark. 
The  tirm  of  Knox  & McCain  was  established  in 
Monticello  in  January,  1889.  and  the  tirm  has 
also  an  establishment  in  Plantersville,  which  was 
started  there  in  1883,  and  which  they  still  continue. 

A.  G.  MeCaiu,  the  junior  member  of  the  tirm,  was 
born  in  Tipton  County,  Tenn. , December  3,  1852, 
and  is  a son  of  George  A.  and  Dorcas  (Allen)  Mc- 
Cain, natives,  respectively,  of  North  Carolina  and 
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South  Carolina.  The  parents  emigrated  to  Ten- 
nessee at  an  early  day,  and  in  1859  located  on  a 
farm  in  Drew  County,  near  Monticello,  where  the 
father  is  still  living.  The  mother  died  in  1872. 
Of  their  seven  children,  live  are  still  living:  H.  L., 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Knox,  J.  B. , A.  G.  and  Mrs.  H.  J . 
Louis.  A.  G.  McCain  was  quite  small  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Arkansas,  and  here  he 
received  his  education  in  the  common  .schools. 
Later  he  attended  the  commercial  college  at  Dallas, 
Tex.,  where  he  took  one  course.  He  was  brought 
up  on  tire  farm  and  remained  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits  until  he  had  attained  his  majority, 
when  he  entered  a store  as  clerk.  This  position 
he  continued  to  hold  until  purchasing  an  interest 
in  the  mercantile  firm  of  Burks  & Knox,  when  the 
style  was  changed  to  Knox  & McCain,  and  has 
since  continued  until  opening  their  branch  office 
in  Monticello.  when  the  title  was  changed  to  Knox, 
McC  aiu  & Co.  These  gentlemen  have  a very  sue 
| cessful  business  and  carry  a full  line  of  goods. 
Mr.  McCain  was  married  in  1S85  to  Miss  L.  Ford, 
by  whom  he  has  one  child  living,  Dolpha.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McCain  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

W.  S.  McGloy,  farmer,  Monticello,  Ark.  This 
enterprising  and  wide-awake  agriculturist  owes  his 
nativity  to  Chester  County,  S.  C..  where  his  birth 
occurred  on  January  6,  1853,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  prominent  and  substantial  residents  of  the 
county.  His  parents,  Robert  and  Rebecca  Ann 
(Martin)  McCloy,  were  natives  of  Ireland  and 
Chester  County,  S.  C.,  respectively.  The  father  was 
born  near  Belfast  on  Mav  25,  1825,  and  died  March 
1 8.  1879.  He  came  to  the  Fnited  States  when  about 

seventeen  years  of  age.  locating  in  Indianapolis. 
He  was  the  father  of  two  children  by  his  mar- 
riage to  our  subject’s  mother:  W.  S.  and  James  R. 
(deceased).  By  his  second  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza  j 
Anri  Cherry,  he  became  the  father  of  four  children: 
M.  J.  J.,  Mary  Thompson,  Anna  Jane  (now  Mrs.  | 

R.  Henry),  and  J.  D.  (a  clerk  at  Monticello).  IV.  j 

S.  McCloy  commenced  for  himself  in  1879,  and  j 
on  January  15,  of  that  year,  was  married  to  Miss 
Ida  Moneese,  a native  of  Drew  County,  and  the  j 
daughter  of  J.  \V.  Mannose,  of  Monticello.  Mr. 
McCloy  came  with  his  father  to  this  county  on 
December  20,  1857,  located  on  the  farm  where 
our  subject  is  now  living,  and  which  now  consists 
of  377  acres,  with  200  acres  under  cultivation. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCloy  were  born  live  children: 
Julia  Edna,  James  Robert  (died  in  1889),  Will- 
iam Melvin,  John  Samuel  and  Thomas  Shore. 
The  farm,  where  Mr.  McCloy  now  resides,  was 
purchased  by  his  father  of  Judge  Wells  for  81,  100 


in  gold,  and  at  that  time  there  were  no  improve- 
ments and  no  buildings  on  it.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Cloy are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  lived  to 
be  eighty- seven  years  of  age,  and  was  a native  of 
Ireland.  The  grandmother,  Mary  E.  Thompson, 
was  seventy-seven  years  of  age,  and  died  a few 
days  after  her  husband.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Samuel  Martin,  was  a native  of  Chester 
County,  S.  C. , was  a farmer,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years. 

William  McKinstry,  farmer,  Monticello,  Ark. 
Mr.  McKinstry  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Saline 
Township,  and  is  now  holding  an  enviable  position 
among  the  prominent  and  successful  men  of  Drew 
County.  Born  on  September  11.  1836.  in  Chester 
District,  S.  C.,  he  is  the  son  of  John  Washington 
and  Mary  Lowry  (McQuiston)  McKinstry,  natives 
of  the  same  district,  and  botli  of  Irish  descent. 
The  grandparents  on  both  sides  were  natives  of 
Ireland.  John  W.  McKinstry  was  born  in  1812, 

| and  followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer.  In  1849 
he  moved  to  Fayette  County,  Tenn. , and  from 
there  in  1858  to  Drew  County,  Ark.,  where  he 
passed  the  closing  scenes  of  his  life,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  1866,  the  mother’s  in  1858.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  were  respected  and  esteemed  citizens. 
The  father  owned  about  360  acres  of  land,  on  which 
| his  son,  William,  now  resides,  and  owned  about  ten 
slaves.  * Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKinstry  were  the  parents 
j of  ten  children,  only  one  now  living,  but  four 
grew  to  maturity,  married,  and  had  families. 
Those  four  were  named  as  follows:  Margaret  J. 
(Mrs.  W.  S.  Plaxco,  of  South  Carolina).  William. 
Mary  E.  (Mrs.  McQuiston,  of  Drew  County),  and 
James  Y.  (died  while  in  the  army).  William  Mc- 
Kinstry was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
South  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  and  began  work 
for  himself  as  an  overseer  on  a plantation  in  1S5S. 
Two  years  later  he  came  to  Drew  County,  Ark., 
whither  his  father  had  removed,  and  worked  on  a 
farm  until  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Samuel  Gib- 
son's company  of  infantry,  but  furnished  a substi- 
tute. Afterward,  in  the  autumn  of  1863,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  G (W.  T Burks,  captain), 
Wright’s  regiment  of  cavalry  (1863),  in  which  he 
j served  mostly  in  the  capacity  of  courier  until  April 
| 6,  1864,  and  while  passing  from  his  post  of  duty 
(on  the  Mississippi  River)  to  his  command  out 
; West  he  was  captured  by  51  aj.  McCauley’s  coru- 
j maud  and  retained  at  Rock  Island  until  January, 
j 1865,  when  he  was  exchanged.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on 
his  present  farm  (the  old  homestead),  which  now 
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consists  of  over  400  acres  with  100  acres  under  culti- 
vation. liis  principal  crops  are  cotton  and  corn. 
Mr.  McK  i ns  try  lias  been  married  four  times,  lirst 
in  December,  185S,  to  Miss  Eliza  A.  Davis,  of 
Tennessee,  who  died  the  following  September,  and 
second  in  February,  1861,  to  Miss  Margaret  Ann 
Wright,  daughter  of  Richard  Wright.  She  died 
in  February,  1871,  leaving  four  children,  three  now 
living:  John  William,  Richard  W.  and  Mary  E. 
Mr.  McKinstry’s  third  marriage  occurred  in  No- 
vember, 1871.  to  Miss  Hannah  H.  Davis  Oio  rela- 
tion to  his  first  wife),  a native  of  Tennessee,  who 
died  on  December  15,  1888,  leaving  one  child — 
Margaret  Luella.  Mr.  McKinstry’s  fourth  mar- 
riage took  place  on  December  5,  1889,  to  Mrs.  Beil 
Haynes,  nee  Fee.  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and 
the  widow  of  Thomas  Haynes.  Mr.  McKinstry  is 
a member  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  is  a member  of  the  Wheel.  His  wife 
is  a member  of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church. 

J.  H.  Maloney,  planter,  Monticello,  Ark.  No 
worthy  reference  of  the  agricultural  affairs  of  the 
county  would  be  complete  without,  mention  of  Mr. 
Maloney  among  others,  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil. 
His  parents,  William  and  Martha  (Beddingfield) 
Maloney,  natives,  respectively,  of  South  Carolina 
and  Tennessee,  came  to  Arkansas  about  1825 
or  1830,  when  it  was  then  a Territory,  located  in 
Jackson  County,  about  ten  miles  from  Jackson- 
port,  the  present  county  seat,  and  there  passed 
the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives.  The  father  w7as 
quite  a prominent  man,  wras  county  and  probate 
judge  of  Jackson  County,  for  a number  of  years, 
and  was  also  magistrate  for  some  time.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  county,  and 
followed  farming  all  his  life.  He  entered  a tract 
of  land,  made  many  improvements,  and  became 
one  of  the  substantial  citizens  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  his  marriage, 
only  two  are  now  living:  Sarah  (wife  of  a Mr. 
Hewett)  and  Jacob  H.  The  last-named  was  quite 
a lad  when  bis  father  died,  and  he  grew  up  on  the 
farm  in  Jackson  County,  receiving  such  education 
as  the  schools  afforded  of  that  day.  In  1861  he 
enlisted  in  Company  B.  Seventh  Arkansas  Infantry, 
serving  until  the  surrender,  and  holding  the  com- 
mission of  lieutenant  for  about  three  years.  After 
the  war  he  went  to  Memphis,  and  there  remained 
until  the  winter  of  1865,  when  he  came  to  Drew 
County,  Ark. . and  located  near  Monticello.  He 
is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  county,  and 
has  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all.  He  is  the 
owner  of  260  acres  of  land,  135  acres  under  culti- 
vation, and  is  engaged  in  raising  considerable  live 
stock.  Ho  was  married  in  186-4,  to  Miss  Sarah  J. 


Stanley,  a native  of  Tennesseo,  and  to  them  was 


| born  one  child,  Edward  S.  Mr.  Maloney  is  a 
Mason,  a Iv.  of  H.  and  also  an  Odd  Fellow. 

Newton  C.  Mason,  merchant,  Nelson,  Ark. 
The  mercantile  trade  has  long  constituted  one  of 
i the  leading  features  in  the  commercial  pursuits  of 
; our  country,  and  in  this  line  wre  have  in  Nelson  a 
! thoroughly  representative  house  controlled  by  the 
firm  of  Terry  & Mason.  Mr.  Mason  was  originally 
from  Holmes  County,  Ind.,  where  his  birth  oc- 
curred April  2,  1848,  and  his  parents,  David  B. 
and  Martha  Ann  (Hichman)  Mason,  were  natives 
I of  Tennessee.  David  Mason  was  born  January  10, 
1817,  and  is  the  son  of  Bennett  Mason,  who  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  David  Mason  was  a suc- 
cessful agriculturist,  and  moved  to  Mississippi  in 
j 1843.  From  there  he  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1851. 

| settled  in  Drew  County  (which  was  then  a part  of 
j Desha  County),  and  there  he  still  continues  to 
! reside,  engaged  in  farming.  He  is  the  owner  of 
I 240  acres  of  land  with  about  fifteen  acres  under 
i cultivation,  and  is  prepared  to  spend  his  declining 
I years  in  peace  and  comfort.  Of  the  eleven  c-hil- 
1 dren  born  to  his  marriage,  nine  are  now7  living: 

I Je.-se  (deceased),  Jabez  (deceased),  Darinda  Jane 
: (Mrs.  Myland,  of  Drew  County),  Elizabeth  (mar 
| lied  and  lives  in  Drew  County),  James  (merchant  of 
j Florence,  Drew  County),  Newton  C. , Sally  C. 
(Mrs.  Daniel,  of  this  township),  Martha  Ann  (now 
Mrs.  George  Terry,  who  is  a partner  of  Mr. 
Mason’s.  Newton  C.  Mason  was  educated  in  the 
country  schools  of  Drew  County,  and  commenced 
for  himself  by  farming  at  the  age  of  twenty- two 
\ years,  renting  some  land  in  Drew7  County.  In 
I 1875  he  bought  200  acres  of  land  in  Franklin 
| Township,  with  fifty  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
] still  owns  the  farm  and  rents  it  out  for  cash  rent. 

I In  1884  he  came  to  Nelson,  started  a saw  mill  in 
| partnership  w'ith  George  A.  Terry,  and  this  they 
j still  continue  to  operate.  They  also  own  a plauing- 
mill  and  cotton-gin.  and  have  the  largest  trade  in 
the  township.  They  opened  up  their  present  store 
in  1-886,  and  do  a general  mercantile  business  of 
; about  $10,000  annually.  They  carry  a stock  of 
goods  valued  at  about  $2,000.  Mr.  Mason  was 
i married,  October  28,  1874,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Tilgh- 
mon.  who  was  born  in  Mississippi,  September, 
1856,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Andrew  G.  and 
Catherine  M.  (Boyett)  Tilghmon.  To  Mr.  .and 
Mrs.  Mason  have  been  born  seven  children,  live 
: now  living:  Martha  (deceased),  Edward  44  (de- 
ceased), John  T. , May,  Linnie,  Efim  C.  and  David 
B.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  are  members  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  much  re- 
j spected  citizens.  Mr.  Mason  has  been  a member 
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of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  his  political  views 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Nelson  by  President  Cleve- 
land in  April,  1SS7. 

Dallas  Miles  is  well  known  as  a prosperous 
planter,  not  only  in  his  immediate  neighborhood, 
but  throughout  the  county,  and  having  been  reared, 
to  the  occupation,  and  becoming  thoroughly  famil- 
iar with  the  details  of  the  work  in  his  youth,  he 
is  now  the  owner  of  1.S00  acres  of  land,  which  is 
finely  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  general  farming. 
He  was  born  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  1846, 
and  is  a son  of  Telmar  and  Millicent  (Cobb)  Miles, 
who  wore  born  in  Georgia,  and  there  reared  seven 
of  their  fourteen  children  to  maturity:  Levi,  Par 
thenia,  Margaret,  Dallas,  Mary,  Robert,  and 
Thomas  (who  is  now  deceased).  All  are  residing 
iu  Drew7  County,  Ark.,  with  one  exception,  and  he 
is  a resident  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  The  fa- 
ther was  an  agriculturist,  and  at  an  early  day  y mi- 
grated to  Mississippi,  and  from  there  to  Arkansas 
in  1S60,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Drew  County, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  September. 
1862.  He  w7as  a Democrat  in  his  political  views, 
and  lie  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  They  were  of  English  descent, 
j and  his  wife  passed  from  life  March  7,  1881.  Dallas 
i Miles  received  his  education  in  a private  school  in 
Mississippi,  and  after  reaching  a suitable  age,  be- 
gan farming  on  his  own  account,  and  became  the 
owner  of  about  700  acres  of  land,  but  as  above 
stated,  has  now  in  his  possession  about  1,800  acres. 
He  is  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  the  county  in 
his  support  of  worthy  enterprises,  and  contributes 
liberally  of  his  means  in  their  support.  Januarv 
| 11,  1874,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mattie 

j A.  Butler,  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  1853,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Martha  Butler,  and  to  them 
j have  been  born  these  children:  Evie,  Willie,  Deffie, 
Dallis,  Earl  and  Carl  living,  and  an  infant.  Walter, 
(deceased). 

William  A.  Nelson,  farmer,  Nelson.  Ark.  This 
old  and  most  respected  citizen  of  Saline  Township, 
was  originally  from  Lancaster  District,  S.  C., 
where  his  birth  occurred  on  December  31,  1815, 
and  his  parents,  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Moore) 
Nelson,  were  natives  of  the  same  State.  His 
grandparents.  Daniel  and  Margaret  (Hood)  Nelson, 
were  of  English  and  Irish  descent,  respectively. 
The  grandfather  was  a native  of  Maryland,  and 
was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  built  the  house  in 
which  his  son,  Robert,  and  his  grandson,  William 
A.,  were  born.  He  was  the  father  of  five  sons,  all 
of  whom  settled  in  South  Carolina.  Robert  Nel- 


son was  a well-known  planter,  owned  several  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  and  five  or  six  slaves.  He  was 
an  eld.er  in  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian 
j Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  1840.  His  wife  died  in  1852. 
William  A.  Nelson  was  educated  iu  the  common 
schools  of  his  native,  county,  served  two  years  as 
an  apprentice  at  the  wagon- maker's  trade,  and  on 
February  2,  .1837,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  Davis,  a native  of  Mecklenburg  County. 
N.  C. , born  September  10,  1819.  and  the  daughter 
of  Israel  P.  and  Sarah  (Nizbet)  Davis,  the  father  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  mother,  of  South 
Carolina.  The  Nizbet  family  were  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent,  and  the  grandfather  Nizbet,  was  a colonel 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  Maury  County,  Term.,  and 
one  year  later  to  Tipton  County,  of  the  same  State, 
where  he  remained  until  1850.  He  then  removed 
to  La  Fayette  County,  Miss.,  remained  there  ten 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Arkansas,  first 
settling  in  St.  Francis  County,  and  finally  located 
in  Drew  County,  where  he  resides  at  the  present 
time.  During  the  late  war  he  was  too  old  for  act- 
ive service,  but  he  enlisted  in  the  Home  Guards 
in  1863,  aud  served  in  this  State  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  Since  corniug  to  this  State  he  lias  been 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  the  farm  of 
440  acres  which  he  purchased  when  first  coming 
here  (1860)  has  been  increased  to  640  acres,  all  in 
one  body.  Ten  years  later  he  purchased  a second 
farm  of  5’GO  acres,  erected  a saw  mill  on  the  same 
in  partnership  with  a saw-mill  man.  who  lived  on 
the  second  farm,  but  seven  years  later  Air.  Nelson’s 
partner  left  unexpectedly  with  all  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  mill,  since  which  time  Mr.  Nelson  has  lived 
on  the  second  farm  and  conducted  the  mill  himself. 
His  son-in-law,  Z.  T Morris  is  living  on  the  first 
farm  of  which  about_ 200  acres  are  under  cultiva- 
tion. Mr.  Nelson  sold  his  saw  mill  in  1887,  and 
has  just  recently  sold  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
lives,  to  his  grandson,  William  N.  Morris,  and  ex- 
pects to  return  to  his  first  farm,  which  is  about  four 
miles  from  where  he  now  lives,  and  both  farms  are 
in  Saline  Township.  Mr.  Nelson  and  wife  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  all  deceased:  Mar- 
garet (who  married  John  C.  Mortis,  and  was  the 
mother  of  twro  children:  her  husband  died  in 
the  army),  Margaret  I..  Robert  D.,  Joanuali  J. 
and  Sarah  Eliza  A.  (who  married  Z.  T.  Morris  and 
! died,  leaving  four  children).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nel- 
son have  been  members  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  for  fifty-three  years,  and  have 
j the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  acquainted  with  them. 

I Mr.  Nelson  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic 
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lodge,  but  has  not  attended  for  some  time.  When 
the  pbst-oflice  was  located  at  Alice  Station  it  was 
called  Nelson,  in  honor  of  our  subject.  He  is  a 
prominent  Democrat  of  Saline  Township.  When 
first  married,  Air.  Nelson  had  about  -$500  in  money, 
slaves  and  other  property,  and  all  that  he  now  owns 
was  made  by  his  own  exertions. 

Alva  L.  Oslin,  merchant,  Barkada,  Ark.  Air. 
Oslin  was  born  on  December  12,  1828,  in  the  county 
of  Henry,  State  of  Georgia,  and  is  theson  of  Jesse 
and  Abigal  C.  (Smith)  Oslin,  and  the  grandson 
of  John  and  Sarah  Oslin.  John  Oslin  was  a 
wealthy  planter,  was  the  owner  of  a thousand  acres 
of  land  and  about  twenty  slaves.  It  is  thought 
that  he  was  of  French  descent.  Jesse  Oslin  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  later  moved  to  Georgia, 
where  he  followed  farming,  merchandising  and 
milling  in  Newton  County,  whither  he  had  moved 
when  his  son,  Alva  L. , was  about  nine  years  of  age. 
He  failed  in  merchandising,  and  in  about  1843 
moved  to  Cobb  County,  Ga.,  where  he  was  occu- 
pied iu  farming,  continuing  this  occupation  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  about  1878.  He  was 
I employed  as  messenger  for  the  State  Legislature 
about  eighteen  or  twenty  years  after  moving  to 
i Cobb  County,  and  in  1851  was  presented  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  with  a gold  headed  cane, 

| and  in  1876  with  a silver  watch,  both  of  which  our 
subject  now  has  iu  his  possession.  Abigal  C.  Os- 
lin was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  was  of 
Irish  descent.  Her  mother  lived  to  be  over  a hun- 
dred years  old.  Airs.  Oslin  died  in  1880  at  the 
ageof  about  eighty  years.  She  was  the  mother  of 
t welve  children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living:  Alary 
Jane  (now  Sirs.  .Maloney,  of  Texas),  Sarah  E.  (now 
Airs.  Baxter,  of  Chattanooga,  Term.).  Alva  L., 
Fannie  (now  Airs.  Jackson,  of  Kansas),  Amanda 
(now  Airs.  Bowie,  of  Georgia),  and  Delia  (now 
M rs.  \\  yatt,  of  Kansas).  Alva  L.  Oslin  remained 
at  home  until  he  was  about  nineteen  years  of  ao-e, 
when  he  was  married  to  Aliss  Anzaline  A.  Wright, 
who  was  born  on  Christmas  Day,  1830,  in  Newton 
County,  Ga.,  and  who  was  the  daughter  of  Ellis  and 
1 llhoda  i Collins) \\  right,  both  nativesof  Virginia,  and 

born  January  IN,  1700.  and  December  22.  1702,  re- 
spectively. Mr.  Wright  was  a farmer  and  mechanic. 
Air.  Oslin  moved  from  Cobb  County,  Ga..  in  1856. 
and  has  been  in  Arkansas  some  thirty  four  years. 
To  the  marriage  of  himself  and  wife  were  horn  ten 
children:  Aliranda  L.  (wife  of  A.  H.  Owens,  of 
Drew  County),  E.  A.  (a  farmer  and  blacksmith  of 
Navarro  Comity,  Tex. ),  Sallie  M.  (now  Airs.  Sow- 
ers, of  Little  Rock),  Rhoda  I.  (deceased).  C.  D. 
(stock- raiser  of  this  township),  D.  A.  (now  Mrs. 
Baker,  of  Cleveland.  County,  Ark.),  Nettie  I now 


All's.  Tate,  of  Navarro  County,  Tex.).  Emma  B. 
now  Airs.  Roark,  of  Saline  Township),  Edgar  AI. 

(at  home),  and  Hilie  AI.  After  his  marriage  Air. 
Oslin  commenced  learning  the  blacksmith  trade, 
and  worked  at  this  for  twenty  three  years.  In 
Alarch,  1802,  he  enlisted  in  the  First  Trans-AIis- 
sissippi,  was  made  iirst  lieutenant  of  the  same,  and 
served  two  years,  when  he  resigned  his  commission, 
and  was  employed  in  the  blacksmith’s  shops  of  the 
Confederate  army.  The  principal  engagements  in 
which  he  participated  during  the  war  were  Prairie 
Grove  and  Helena.  He  arrived  home  in  Alarch, 
1865,  and  continued  blacksmithing  until  1872, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  mer-  j 
cantile  business.  -Fie  moved  to  Barkada  in  1884, 
and  started  a store,  which  he  continues  at  the  pres-  : 
ent  time,  and  at  which  he  is  doing  unusually  well. 

He  is  the  owner  of  forty  acres  of  land,  and  has 
been  postmaster  at  Barkada  for  the  past  six  years. 

He  is  Democratic  iu  his  politics,  and  he  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Air.  Oslin 
sold  a half  interest  in  his  store  in  January,  1889, 
to  AI.  J.  King,  of  this  township  [see  sketch],  and 
they  carry  a large  stock  of  goods  of  general  mer- 
chandise, and  as  this  is  the  post-office,  and  the  only 
store  within  a radius  of  live  miles,  they  have  a 
large  trade,  and  do  an  annual  business  of  about 
§2,500. 

AV.  N.  Owens,  planter  and  ginner,  Alonticello, 
Ark.  This  prosperous  and  enterprising  citizen  is  j 
a native  of  Shelby  County.  Tenn. , where  his  birth 
occurred  on  Alarch  12.  1834,  and  is  the  son  of 
Ezekiel  B.  and  Adelia  Pendleton  (Payne)  Owens,  ; 
the  father  a native  of  Bedford  County,  Tenn.,  and 
the  mother  of  the  Old  Dominion.  They  were 
married  in  Tennessee,  and  in  1837  located  in 
Union  (now  Drew)  County,  on  the  same  spot  where 
their  son,  \V . AI. , now  resides,  and  entered  840 
acres  of  land,  which  was  then  all  heavy  timber. 
The  father  built  a little  log-cabin,  covered  with 
clapboards,  weighed  down  with  poles,  and  without 
a nail  in  it,  and  thus  they  began  their  life  in  the 
wilderness.  Later  they  made  many  improvements, 
erected  a better  house,  and  became  quite  comforta- 
bly fixed.  Upon  their  first  settlement  in  the 
county  wild  animals  of  all  kinds  abounded,  and 
the  father  often  brought  down  a bear  or  deer  with 
his  trusty  rifle,  in  fact,  that  was  their  principal 
article  of  food  for  many  years!  He  carried  salt 
from  Arkansas  Post,  on  horseback,  through  the  ; 
woods,  to  salt  down  his  meat.  Neighbors  were 
few  and  far  between,  but  none  the  less  sociable, 
and  would  go  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  to  a log- 
rolling or  house-warming.  His  nearest  neighbor 
south  was  sixtv  miles  distant,  and  there  were 
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about  throe  settlements  between  his  place  and 
Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  The  father  was  justice  of  the 
peace  for  a number  of  years.  Both  parents  died 
on  the  old  homestead,  the  father  in  February, 
1882,  and  the  mother  in  February,  1883.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are 
now  living:  William  N. , James  A.,  Milton  R. , 

Lycurgus  B.,  Lewis  C.  and  Adelia  S.  William 
N.  Owens  was  but  a boy  when  he  moved  with  his 
parents  to  this  county,  and  his  early  life  was 
passed  in  assisting  his  father  to  clear  his  place. 
In  1850  he  went  to  California  with  a company  go- 
ing overland,  and  was  absent  about  twelve  months, 
engaged  iu  mining.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Drew 
Battery,  Light  Artillery,  and  served  until  the  sur 
render.  Afterward  he  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead, and  has  here  resided  ever  since.  Mr. 
Owens  is  one  of  the  oldest  living  residents  of 
Drew  County,  having  been  in  this  county  for  over 
half  a century.  He  owns  1G0  acres  of  land,  with 
fifty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  he  also  has  a 
good  cotton-gin,  which  was  erected  in  1875,  add- 
ing  steam  power  in  1883.  He  has  a nice  place, 
and  is  doing  a good  business.  He  was  married  in 
1854  to  Miss  Ellen  F.  Patterson,  by  whom  he  has 
two  children  living:  William  W.  and  Emma  L. 

(wife  of  A.  AY.  McQuiston,  of  Texas).  Mr.  Owens 
I is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Robert  C.  Ozment  is  one  of  the  old  and  highly 
successful  agriculturists  of  Drew  County,  Ark., 
and  being  careful,  energetic  and  progressive  in  his 
views,  he  has  done  much  to  advance  the  farming 
interests  hereabouts.  His  landed  possessions 
amount  to  1,000  acres.  100  of  which  are  under  cul- 
tivation and  devoted  principally  to  cotton  and  corn. 
He  was  born  in  AVilson  County,  Tenn.,  on  August 
31,  1819,  being  a son  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
| (Eddings)  Ozment,  natives,  respectively,  of  North 
and  South  Carolina,  the  former’s  birth  occurring 

— . o 

in  1772.  Robert  C.  is  one  of  two  surviving  mem- 
bers  of  a family  of  fourteen  children — eight  sons 
and  six  daughters — the  other  member  being  James 
J.  In  1839  the  family  removed  to  Camden,  Ark., 
where  they  resided  three  years,  after  which  they 
moved  to  Marion  County,  and  in  1842  to  Drew 
County,  where  the  father  died  in  October,  1861. 
He  served  in  the  War  of  1812  under  Jackson,  and 
was  with  him  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  He 
was  a man  who  took  quite  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  and  always  supported  the  Democratic 
party,  and  held  a number  of  local  offices.  He  was 
a Mason.  Robert  C.  Ozment  came  to  Drew 
County  with  his  father,  and  was  here  married  June 
20,  1850,  to  Elizabeth  Ozment,  she  being  a daugh- 
ter of  Alford  and  Nancy  Ozment,  and  a native  of 


AA  ilson  County,  Tenn.  A family  of  seven  children 
lias  blessed  their  union,  their  names  being  as  fol- 
lows: Jerome  N.  B.,  Eli  AY.,  Martha  J. , Margaret 
F. , John  AV. , Columbia  J.  and  John  A.  The 
: mother  of  these  children  passed  from  life  August 
j 12,  1874,  deeply  regretted  by  all  who  knew  her. 
i Air.  Ozment  has  been  a member  of  the  Alasonie 
lodge  for  the  past  twenty  years,  is  an  earnest 
, member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
and  contributes  liberally  of  his  means  to  churches 
and  schools. 

Charles  L.  Pickens,  farmer,  Selma,  Ark.  This 
is  another  old  and  very  prominent  settler  of  Drew 
County,  and  as  such  is  respected  and  esteemed  by 
all  acquainted  with  him.  Air.  Pickens  was  orig- 
inally from  Fayette  County,  Tenn..  where  his 
birth  occurred  on  December  19,  1829,  and  is  the 
, son  of  Israel  Sidney  and  Sally  (Rutledge)  Pickens, 
natives  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  grandson  of 
Andrew  and  Alargaret  (Gillashy)  Pickens.  Grand- 
father Pickens  was  a native  of  Ireland  and  came 
1 to  this  country  when  a boy.  He  held  the  position 
of  adjutant-general  under  his  brother.  Brig.  - 
Gen.  Joseph  Pickens,  in  the  Revolutionary  AYar, 
and  died  when  about  ninety- three  years  of  age.  The 
grandmother,  Alargaret  Gillashy,  was  a native  of 
Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  this  country  at  an  early 
day.  Israel  Pickens  was  a minister  in  the  Cum 
berland  Presbyterian  Church,  and  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Fayette  County,  Tenn.,  settling  there  in 
1827.  He  died  there  in  1877  at  aborit  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  yeai's.  His  wife,  Sally  (Rutledge) 
Pickens,  was  born  in  South  Carolina  in  1800,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Sally  (Hamilton) 
Rutledge.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in 
1880,  and  of  the  eight  children  born  to  her  mar- 
riage three  are  now  living:  Sarah  Catherine 

(widow  of  Aloses  McKinley),  Susan  A.  (widow  of 
J.  S.  Rodgers),  and  Charles  L.  The  latter  re- 
ceived a fair  education,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  commenced  teaching  school.  Three  years 
later  he  engaged  in  merchandising  in  his  native 
county,  but  in  1860  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Ar- 
kansas, located  iu  Alonticello,  where  he  continued 
his  former  occupation  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Col.  Portlock's  regi- 
ment, of  which  he  was  quartermaster.  His  regi- 
ment was  captured  at  Arkansas  Post,  but  he  not 
being  in  the  battle,  was  not  captured.  ' He  was 
afterward  transferred  to  Little  Rock,  and  served 
as  pay  and  post  quartermaster  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in 
farming,  and  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  1885. 
This  .consists  of  280  acres  of  land,  of  which  100 
acres  are  under  cultivation.  His  principal  crops 
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are  cotton,  and  he  is  also  engaged  in  stock-raising 
on  a small  scale.  He  was  married  in  March,  1858, 
to  Miss  Anna  Eliza  Shorter,  a native  of  Giles 
| County,  Tenn,  born  in  1887,  and  the  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mary  A.  (McNairy)  Shorter,  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Pickens  have 
been  born  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living: 
Charles  Henry  (married  and  a farmer  of  Drew 
County),  Anna  (deceased),  Lillian  S.  (at  home), 
EdwardS.  (at  home),  Ada  (Airs.  Barnett  of  this 
county),  Olivia  (Airs.  Appleberry,  of  Desha 
County),  Alay,  Shorter,  and  Annie  (deceased).  Air. 
Pickens  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  is 
also  a member  of  the  County  .Wheel,  and  was  at 
one  time  a member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
Drew  County,  and  one  of  the  best  known  farmers 
in  the  State. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Pope,  physician,  Alonticello,  Ark. 
Dr.  Pope  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  eminent 
physicians  in  Alonticello,  and  as  such  has  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  people.  He  was  born 
in  Jones  County,  Ga. , on  February  20,  1825.  and 
his  parents,  Cadesman  and  Sarah  E.  (Hunt)  Pope, 
were  natives  of  the  same  State.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  in  his  native  State 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  The  mother  also 
i died  in  that  State.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  four  now  living,  and  Dr.  J.  D.  was 
the  eldest.  He  remained  on  his  father’s  farm  un- 
til sixteen  years  of  age.  and  received  a common- 
school  education.  He  went  to  Eufanla,  Ala.,  where 
he  clerked  in  a store  for  some  time,  and  at  the  age 
I of  twenty-one  years  he  began  the  study  of  medicine, 
graduating  from  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College  in 
1851.  He  was  in  the  hospital  service  while  in  St. 
Louis,  and  began  his  professional  career  in  Alabama 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  near  St.  Fort. 
Fie  subsequently  returned  home,  remained  there  a 
short  time  and  then  went  to  Griffin,  Ga.,  and 
its  vicinity,  where  he  remained  until  December, 
1860.  He  then  came  to  Drew  County,  located 
near  Lacey,  and  there  practiced  his  profession  un- 
til 1881,  when  he  removed  to  Alonticello,  and  has  ! 
since  been  actively  engaged  in  his  profession.  He 
has  been  very  successful,  and  with  pleasing  results,  ! 
and  now  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  an  able  j 
physician.  Fie  is  a member  of  the  A.  I'.  & A.  AI.  j 
In  1853  he  was  married  to  Aliss  Sarah  Reeves,  a j 
native  of  Georgia,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born 
five  children:  William  It..  Walter  C.,  Alardell  Y. , 
Orelia  E.  (wife  of  W.  Downey),  and  Sarah  J.  , 
(wife  of  \\  illiam  Bennett).  The  Doctor  lost  Lis  ! 
faithful  companion  in  Alay,  1887. 

-Fames  H.  Ragland  ex-county  treasurer,  Nel- 


son, Ark.  Air.  Ragland  is  a good  example  of 
! what  may  be  accomplished  in  life  when  a thorough 
! determination  to  succeed  in  any  calling  is  coupled 
I with  energy,  perseverance  and  close  application  in 
| the  direction  chosen.  From  his  earliest  recol- 
lection up  to  a certain  period,  his  time  was  occupied 
' with  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  after  securing 
a fair  education  in  the  common  schools,  he  began 
teaching,  which  lie  continued  in  connection  with 
farming  for  some  time.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Chatham  County,  N.  C. , on  Alarch  5,  1824.  and  lie 
is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Cross)  Ragland, 
natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  grandson  of 
Frederick  and  Alan  (Barham)  Ragland,  natives  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  respectively.  Fred- 
erick Ragland -was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  was  the  son  of  Frederick  Ragland,  who 
was  the  son  of  one  of  three  brothers,  who  came 
from  AY  ales  at  a very  early  period,  settled  in  Vir 
! ginia,  but  afterward  moved  one  of  these  to  North 
Carolina.  Alary  Barham,  grandmother  of  subject. 

! was  the  daughter  of and  Elizabeth  (AIoss) 

| Barham.  Thomas  Ragland,  father  of  J.  FI.  Rag- 
i land,  was  born  in  1800,  and  was  a successful  plant- 
er in  Chatham  County,  N.  C.,  owning  about  fif- 
teen or  twenty  slaves.  He  died  in  1863,  and  his 
wife  previous  to  this,  in  1856.  Both  were  mem 
! hers  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was 
i born  in  1803,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Parish  and 
Elizabeth  (Williams)  Cross.  Of  the  nine  children 
born  to*his  parents,  James  H.  Ragland  was  next 
to  the  eldest,  and  six  are  still  living:  James  H. . 
Elbert  Ik  (farmer  of  North  Carolina),  AY.  A.  (farm 
er  of  North  Carolina),  Elizabeth  S.  A.  (now  Airs. 
Jones  of  North  Carolina),  Alary  E.  (now  Airs.  Ros- 
ser, of  North  Carolina),  and  Emma  (now  Airs. 
Thomas,  of  North  Carolina.)  James  H.  commenced 
life  for  himself  in  1847,  by  farming  on  land  given 
him  by  his  father,  and  in  1858,  he  came  to  Arkan- 
sas, where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil  in  Drew  County.  Previous  to  this,  in  1847, 
he  married  Aliss  Sarah  Partridge,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, who  died  in  1882,  leaving  nine  children,  four 
of  whom  are  still  living:  Thomas  AI.  (farmer  and 
merchant  of  Cleveland  County,  Ark.),  John  AI. 
(farmer  of  Texas),  Alolly  E.  (now  Airs.  Crawford, 
of  Cleveland  County),  and  Sarah  Florence  (now 
Airs.  Hobs,  of  Drew  County).  In  1SS4  Air.  Rag- 
land took  for  his  second  wife  Airs.  Georgia  B. 
Freeman,  whose  maiden  name  was  Bratton,  and 
who  was  the  widow  of  Samuel  Freeman  of  Drew 
County.  Airs.  Ragland  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
in  1835,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George  and  Har- 
riet (Christian)  Bratton.  She  received  her  educa- 
tion at  Jackson  Female  College  from  which  insti 
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tntion  she  graduated,  and  is  a lady  of  refinement 
and  culture.  In  ISAS  Mr.  Ragland  moved  to  his 
present  farm,  consisting  of  320  acres,  and  there  he 
has  about  100  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  also 
the  owner  of  a quarter  section  in  Marion  Township. 
His  principal  crop  is  cotton.  He  was  elected  coun- 
ty treasurer  on  a Liberal  Independent  ticket,  the 
ticket  being  nominated  by  both  the  Democrats  and 
Republicans,  and  his  ability  and  peculiar'  fitness  for 
this  position  was  so  apparent  that  in  1874  be  was 
re-elected,  this  time  by  the  Democrat  party.  He 
and  Mrs.  Ragland  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  South.  In  1863  Mr.  Ragland 
enlisted  in  Brook’s  Regiment  Infantry,  and  served 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  participating  in  no  prominent  engagements. 

A.  C.  Rhodes,  farmer  and  stock- raiser.  Barka- 
da,  Ark.  The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
Joel  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Dantzler)  Rhodes,  were 
natives  of  South  Carolina,  and  both  were  of  Ger- 
man descent.  The  maternal  grandmother  was  born 
on  the  ocean,  while  her  parents  were  crossing  to 
this  country.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  War.  and  was  killed  by 
the  Tories  while  home  on  a furlough.  Joel  A. 
Rhodes  was  the  owner  of  about  2.300  acres  of  land 
and  forty  or  fifty  slaves.  He  represented  Drew 
County  (to  which  he  had  moved  in  1849)  in  the 
convention  which  adopted  the  secession  ordinances. 
He  moved  to  the  Lone  Star  State  during  the  war. 
and  served  in  the  Home  Guards  of  the  same,  but 
took  part  in  no  engagements.  Returning  to  Drew 
County  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  followed  farm- 
ing until  Iris  death,  which  occurred  in  1868.  one 
year  after  the  death  of  his  wife  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing:  Elizabeth  (now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Carr,  of  Cam- 
den. Ark.),  A.  C.,  Addella  (now  Mrs.  Coates,  of 
Dallas,  Tex.),  Emma  (now  Mrs.  Lawhann,  of  Drew 
County),  and  Franklin  (in  the  railroad  business  in 
Texas).  A.  C.  Rhodes  enlisted  on  May  10,  1861. 
when  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  Third  Arkansas 
Infantry,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  participated  in  the  following  battles: 
Sharpsburg,  Chickamauga,  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
siege  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond.  He  was  three 
times  wounded,  first  at  Sharpsburg,  by  a bullet 
wound  in  the  left  knee,  which  disabled  him  from 
service  for  nine  months,  and  he  was  there  taken 
prisoner  and  carried  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he 
was  exchanged,  in  about  two  months.  The  second 
time  he  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  at  Chicka- 
mauga. and  the  third  time  was  wounded  in  the  left 
wrist,  at  Richmond.  He  was  taken  prisoner  while 
home  on  a furlough,  in  the  spring  of  1865,  and 


after  being  released  was  engaged  in  farming  in 
Drew  County,  for  a number  of  years.  He  moved 
to  his  present  farm,  which  consists  of  120  acres, 
with  thirty  acres  under  cultivation,  in  1880,  and  is 
considered  one  of  the  first-class  farmers  of  the 
county.  He  was  married  in  1869,  to  Miss  Ten- 
nessee Barker,  a native  of  the  State  for  which  she 
was  named,  and  who  died  in  1880,  leaving  four 
children:  Horace,  James,  Ernest  and  Roy,  all  now 
living.  Mr.  Rhodes’  second  marriage  occurred  in 
October.  1889,  to  Mrs.  Lulu  P.  (Brown)  A right, 
the  widow  of  William  Wright,  and  the  daughter 
of  Rev.  James  M.  Brown,  of  Drew  County,  and  a 
minister  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Rhodes 
was  born  in  Tennessee,  in  October,  1860,  and  is  a 
worthy  and  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Rhodes  is  a member  of  the  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F. 
& A.  M. , K.  of  II.  and  the  Wheel.  In  his  politics 
he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  one 
of  the  first  class  citizens  of  the  county. 

William  C.  Rice,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Monticello,  Ark.  Mr.  Rice  is  a typical  Arkansas 
farmer,  substantial,  enterprising  and  progressive, 
and  such  a man  as  wields  no  small  influence  in  the 
community  where  he  makes  his  home.  He  came 
originally  from  Bedford  County,  Tenn..  where  his 
birth  occurred  December  22,  1831,  and  his  par- 
ents. Zachariah  Allen  and  Nancy  Elizabeth  (Craw- 
ley) Rice,  were  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion.  The 
father  moved  to*  Tennessee  after  his  marriage,  was 
a farmer  by  pursuit,  and  died  about  1833.  His 
wife  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Dupey) 
Crawley,  natives  of  Virginia,  and  of  Scotch  descent. 
Mrs.  Rice  died  in  1852,  and  both  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Sarah  Arm  (wife 
of  Manuel  Ray.  of  Bedford  County.  Term.),  -Tolm 
H.  (a  farmer,  of  Bedford  County).  Zachariah  (de- 
ceased), and  William  C.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband,  Mrs.  Rice  married  Charles  Ray,  who 
died  in  1852.  'William  C.  Rice  received  a thor- 
ough education  in  the  common  schools,  and  fin- 
ished by  attending  Erwin  College,  where  he  took 
a four  years’  course,  and  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1854.  He  made  the  money  to  carry  him  through 
college  by  teaching  school  and  by  working  on  a 
farm,  and  after  graduating  he  still  continued  the 
former  pursuit.  He  went  to  Alabama,  and  there 
taught  school  and  clerked  for  some  time,  after 
which  he  went  to  the  Lone  Star  State,  where  ho 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  In  18o9 
he  came  to  Arkansas,  where  he  taught  school  in 
Ashley  County  for  a year,  and  in  I860  came  to 
Drew  County,  where  he  continued  his  former  pur- 
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suit  for  six  months.  He  was  married  June  25, 
of  that  year,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Stanley,  a native  of 
Marshall  County,  Miss.,  horn  December  29,  1886, 
and  the  daughter  of  AY.  F.  and  Jane  Haris  (Bax- 
ter) Stanley,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  North  Caro- 
lina, respectively.  AY.  F.  Stanley  was  born  in 
Logan  County.  December  10.  1813,  and  is  the  son 
of  Reuben  and  Susan  (Hunter)  Stanley,  natives  of 
ATirginia.  Reuben  Stanley  was  of  English  descent, 
and  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  died  about  1862, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Susan  Stanley 
died  the  same  week  as  her  husband,  and  was  about 
five  years  younger.  Air.  and  Airs.  AA7.  F.  Stanley 
are  now  living,  and  make  their  home  with  our  sub- 
ject. To  Air.  and  Airs.  Rice  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living:  Mittie  Anna  (at 

home),  AYilliam  N.  (deceased),  Thomas  A.,  John 
(deceased),  Fountain  S.  and  Benjamin  Z.  Air. 
Rice  commenced  farming  in  the  spring  of  1861,  in 
Alarion  Township,  and  the  following  year  enlisted 
in  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  commanded  by  Col. 
Fagan.  After  his  term  of  enlistment  had  expired, 
he  joined  Thompson’s  Cavalry,  in  which  he  held 
the  position  of  first  lieutenant,  and  served  as  cap- 
tain the  greater  part  of  the  time.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  that  position  shortly  before  the  close  of 
the  service,  but  did  not  receive  his  commission.  He 
served  until  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Shiloh;  was  with  Gen.  Bragg- 
on  his  raid  through  Kentucky,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  continuous  fighting,  and  in  1863  or  180-1 
was  captured,  and  taken  to  Chattanooga.  Later 
he  was  paroled.  At  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro  he 
was  detailed  to  help  care  for  Confederate  soldiers 
in  the  hospital,  and  was  afterward  detailed  as  com- 
missary for  the  hospital.  After  the  battle  of  Alis- 
sionary  Ridge  he  came  home,  and  helped  raise  a 
company  for  Thompson’s  cavalry.  He  returned  I 
home  in  the  spring  of  1865.  again  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. and  in  1868  he  settled  on  his  present  farm, 
which  consisted  of  160  acres  of  wild  land.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  400  acres  of  land,  with  150  acres 
under  cultivation,  and  his  principal  crops  are  corn, 
small  grain  and  cotton.  He  is  also  interested  in 
stock-raising,  and  has  some  fine  cattle  and  horses. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  order  and  the  K. 
of  H.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  one  of 
the  prominent  men  of  Drew  County.  He  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  S G.  Robertson,  physician  and  druggist. 
Alonticello,  Ark.  Permanent  success  is  always 
regulated  by  well  known  laws,  dependent  upon 
natural  causes,  and  no  one  can  hope  to  secure  auv 
lasting  reputation  with  a solid  foundation  of  suc- 
cess, without  merit.  That  Dr.  Robertson  has  made 


himself  eminently  successful  as  a physician,  is 
abundantly  testified  by  the  fact  that  he  lias  prac- 
ticed in  this  county  for  over  twenty-five  years.  He 
owes  his  nativity  to  Summerville,  Fayette  County. 
Tenn.,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  November, 
1831.  and  is  the  sou  of  Joseph  C.  and  Frances 
; (Eubanks)  Robertson,  the  father  a native  of  Ala- 
bama. and  the  mother  of  Kentucky.  In  1834  the 
parents  emigrated  to  Tennessee,  and  located  in 
Fayette  County,  where  the  father's  death  occurred 
| in  the  fall  of  1888.  when  in  his  ninetieth  year.  He 
! was  a farmer.  The  mother  is  still  living  on  the 
homestead,  and  is  in  her  eighty- fourth  year.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  in  theAVarof  1812.  Dr. 

| S.  G.  Robertson,  one  of  eight  children,  six  of 
! whom  are  now  living,  was  reared  to  agricultural 
j pursuits,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Tennessee,  and  after  clerking  for  some 
time,  began  the  study  of  medicine.  He  graduated 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia, 
in  I860,  began  practicing  in  Jefferson  County. 
Ark.,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  was  a 
surgeon  in  the  army.  He  was  subsequently  trans- 
ferred to  hospital  service  at  Little  Rock,  St.  John’s 
College,  was  medical  examiner  of  conscripts  for 
two  years,  and  president  of  the  board.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1865, -he  removed  to  Alonticello.  Ark.,  where 
he  has  been  in  active  practice  ever  since.  In  1867 
he  established  a drug  store,  and  has  continued  the 
business  since,  with  the  exception  of  an  interval  of 
three  years.  He  has  an  extensive  practice,  and  is 
a first-class  physician,  his  kind,  agreeable  manner 
and  warm,  sympathetic  nature,  rendering  him  a 
welcome  visitor  to  the  sick  room,  and  wherever 
known  he  is  highly  esteemed.  He  was  married  in 
1865,  to  Aliss  Sarah  AIcGehee,  and  the  result  of 
this  union  was  the  birth  of  three  living  children: 
Felix  O. , Emma  (wife  of  John  Baker,  of  Texas), 
and  Bertie.  The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Ala- 
sonic  fraternity,  K.  of  H.  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

AA’illiam  AI.  Robertson,  merchant,  Alonticello. 
Ark.  Among  the  list  of  industries  prominent  in 
our  city  and  country,  that,  of  general  merchandis- 
ing takes  a high  position,  and  in  this  line  we  have 
many  well-known  citizens  engaged.  A representa- 
tive establishment  of  this  kind,  and  one  that  will 
compare  favorably  with  that  of  any  contemporane- 
ous establishment,  is  that  of  Air.  Robertson.  He 
was  born  in  Fayette  County.  Tenn.,  on -April  10, 
1844.  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  C.  and  Fannie 
| (Rawlins)  Robertson,  natives  respectively  of  South 
j Carolina  and  Kentucky.  The  father  was  a <ne- 
I cessful  agriculturist,  and  in  his  political  views  a 
j stanch  Democrat.  He  died  in  1888,  but  the 
I mother  is  still  living.  They  were  early  settlers  of 
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Tennessee.  William  M.  Robertson  remained  on 
his  father's  farm  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  j 
and  in  180.1  enlisted  in  the  Thirty- eighth  Tenues-  J 
see,  Company  L,  when  but  a boy.  He  was  capt-  ; 
ured  while  on  a furlough  in  Fayette  County. 
Tenn. , and  was  kept  a prisoner  for  fifteen  months 
in  Irvin  Lock,  at  Memphis,  Alton  and  Camp 
Douglas,  Chicago.  While  in  prison  he  experienced  : 
many  hardships  and  had  rations  once  a day.  After 
cessation  of  hostilities  he  was  released  and  re- 
turned home,  where  he  remained  until  1872,  when  ■ 
he  came  to  Monticello.  Here  he  embarked  in  | 
mercantile  pursuits  under  the  firm  name  of  Robert- 
son <fc  Lambert,  and  thus  continued  until  1884,  j 
when  he  bought  out  his  partner  and  has  since  con- 
tinued the  business  alone.  He  carries  a large  : 
stock  of  general  merchandise,  and  is  doing  an 
extensive  business.  He  was  married  on  December 
20.  1877,  to  Miss  Emma  Mayo,  a native  of  Fayette 
County,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Aside  from  his 
mercantile  pursuits  Mr.  Robertson  is  quite  exten-  » 
sively  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  He  is  ; 
a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

James  P.  Rogers.  Nowhere  in  Drew  County, 
Ark.,  is  there  to  be  found  a man  of  more  energy, 
determined  will,  or  force  of  character  than  Mr. 
Rogers  possesses,  and  no  agriculturist  is  more  de- 
serving of  success  in  the  conduct  and  management 
of  a farm  than  he.  He  was  born  in  Tippah  County,  : 
Miss.,  June  9,  1S43,  and  is  a son  of  James  P.  and 
Matilda  (Thornton)  Rogers,  who  where  born  in 
Georgia,  the  father's  birth  occurring  in  1808,  and 
the  mother’s  in  1813.  They  were  married  in  1829, 
and  to  their  union  a family  of  seven  children  was 
born,  the  following  only  of  whom  are  living:  James  ; 
P. , Elijah  Y.  A.  (who  married  Joe  A.  Phillips),  and 
Rebecca  J.  (wdio  married  William  Me  Entire).  The 
father  was  a tiller  of  the  soil  and  was  exceptionally 
successful  in  his  operations,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  February,  1803,  he  was  the  owner  of  1,200 
acres  of  fertile  and  valuable  land.  In  1839  he 
left  his  native  State  and  emigrated  to  Mississippi,  . 
going  to  Southern  Texas  in  187)5.  and  in  1850  lie 
removed  to  Arkansas,  and  took  up  his  abode  in 
Drew  County,  where  he  resided  until  his  death.  He 
was  a man  who  took  much  interest  iu  building  up 
churches,  educational  institutions  and  society  in 
general,  and  was  a valuable  acquisition  to  the  dif- 
ferent communities  in  which  he  resided.  He  and 
wife,  who  died  in  1801,  were  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  Their  son,  James  P.  Rogers,  was 
educated  in  a private  school  in  Mississippi,  and  in 
1801  entered  the  Confederate  service,  under  Gen. 
Hardee,  and  the  first  engagement  of  note  in  which  , 


he  took  part  was  at  Fort  Donelson,  but  shortly  after 
he  was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  disabil- 
ity. Upon  bis  return  borne  he  was  married  De- 
cember 11,  1 SGI . to  Miss  Rachel  M.  Goodwin,  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  and  a daughter  of  Bryant  and 
Isabella  Goodwin,  and  soon  after  his  marriage  re- 
turned to  the  army,  and  served  until  the  final  sur- 
render. He  was  wounded  at  Spanish  Fort,  but  not 
seriously,  and  upon  his  return  home  he  began  de- 
voting his  attention  to  agriculture,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  a fertile  farm  of  300  acres,  of  which 
ninety  are  under  cultivation.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  is  a 
deacon,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  these  children: 
John  IL,  Dora  D..  Nora  R.,  Elzie  I.,  Elijah  I., 
James  C.,  Lionel  V.  (deceased),  and  Nettie. 

Col.  \Y.  F.  Siemens,  attorney.  Monticello.  Ark. 
The  name  of  Slemons  is  identified  with  the  profes- 
sional standing,  the  political  welfare,  material  and 
social  happiness  of  Monticello.  Col.  Slemons  was 
born  in  Weakley  County,  Tenn.,  March  15,  1830, 
and  has  that,  ease  of  manner  and  force  of  character 
which  makes  the  sons  of  Tennessee  influential 
wherever  they  go.  His  parents,  John  B.  and 
Elizabeth  (Jones)  Slemons,  were  natives,  respect- 
ively, of  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  and  of 
Scotch-lrish  descent.  Ancestors  of  the  Slemons 
family  came  to  America  about  1760,  one  branch 
settled  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  the  other  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  maternal  grandfat  her,  Richard 
Jones,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  the  grandparents  of  both  sides  were  agricult 
urists.  One  uncle,  Frank  Jones,  was  a member 
of  Congress  for  several  years.  John  B.  Slemons 
was  a farmer,  and  emigrated  to  Drew  County, 
Ark.,  in  1853.  He  located  ou  a farm  six  miles 
east  of  Monticello.  and  there  died  in  August,  1866. 
The  mother  died  one  year  afterward.  They  had 
three  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  only 
survivor.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Tennes- 
see, worked  on  the  farm  until  nineteen  years  of 
age,  and  then  entered  Bethel  College.  He  gradu- 
ated in  law  from  Cumberland  University,  in  Ten- 
nessee, in  1854.  Previous  to  this,  in  1852,  he 
came  to  Drew  County,  Ark.,  where  he  subsequently 
began  the  practice  of  law,  continuing  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  then  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A.  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry.  He  went  out 
as  a lieutenant,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
colonel,  in  April,  1862.  He  was  commissioned 
brigadier-general,  but  was  captured  near  Fort 
Scott,  Ivas.,  October  25,  1864,  and  kept  a prisoner 
until  June  after  the  surrender,  and  thus  never 
served  as  a. general,  although  commanding  a divis- 
ion at  the  date  of  the  surrender.  He  was  in  all 
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the  principal  engagements,  amt  was  a brave  officer. 
Returning  to  Monticcllo  after  the  war,  he  was 
elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  Tenth  District, 
and  served  until  reconstruction.  He  resumed  his 
practice,  which  he  continued  until  1874.  when  he 
| was  elected  to.  Congress  from  the  Second  District, 

| -and  served  six  years.  He  then  gave  up  politics. 

and  resumed  his  practice,  which  ho  still  continues. 

I He  is  a tine  lawyer,  an  earnest  and  forcible 
speaker,  and  ah  able  man  in  his  profession.  He 
was  married  in  1855,  to  Miss  Martha  S.  Howard 
and  to  them  were  born  seven  children,  four  now 
| living:  Willie,  Wert  A.,  Howard  T.  and  Fred- 

eric.ka.  The  Colonel  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  Southern  Ar- 
kansas. 

A.  C.  Stanley.  M.  D. , is  well  known  to  the 
people  of  Drew  County,  Ark.,  as  a physician  of 
worth  and  standing.  He  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  Tenn. , on  November  12,  1852,  being  a 
son  of  Richard  Stanley,  a Kentuckian,  and  a pros- 
perous planter,  who  died  in  1878  in  Arkansas, 

I having  removed  to  this  State  in  December,  1869. 
Dr.  A.  C.  Stanley  was  a resident  of  West  Ten- 
nessee until  1869.  but  his  educational  advantages 
were  quite  limited.  He  came  to  Arkansas  with 
his  father,  and  after  farming  one  year,  to  which 
occupation  he  had  been  reared,  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  study  of  medicine,  under  his  brother, 
Dr.  J.  P.  Stanley’s  instructions,  and  during  the 
| years  1871-72,  attended  medical  lectures  in  the 
I University  of  Louisville,  Ivy.  He  then  practiced 
j his  profession  in  Selma.  Drew  County,  Ark.,  until 
i 1874,  when  he  formed  a partnership  with  Maj. 
j Tillar  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  remained 
j thus  associated  until  1880,  when  he  came  to  Ullar 
Station,  where  he  has  been  a successful  merchant 
ever  since.  His  stock  of  goods  will  invoice  at 
\ $20,000,  and  he  does  an  annual  business  of  875,- 

000.  They  are  extensive  dealers  in  cotton,  also, 
i and  are  live,  energetic  business  men,  and  an  ac- 
quisition to  the  county  in  which  they  reside.  They 
have  completed  arrangements  to  establish  a boot 
; and  shoe  store  in  St.  Louis,  in  a short  time,  and 
i this  the  Doctor  is  expecting  to  take  charge  of,  and 
they  also  have  branch  houses  at  Winchester  and 
elsewhere.  The  Doctor  is  quiet  and  unobtru- 
sive in  his  manners,  is  a liberal  contributor  to  all 
measures  that  tend  to  benefit  his  town  and  county, 
and  is  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
him.  Politically,  he  is  a Democrat,  and  socially, 
is  a member  of  the  Masons,  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , the  K. 
of  P.  and  the  lv.  of  H.  Miss  Anna  Gates,  a 
j daughter  of  David  Gates,  became  his  wife  in 
I March,  1873,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 


sods:  Adlia,  sixteen  years  old,  and  Neal,  eight 
years  old. 

J.  F.  Thompson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Mon- 
ticello,  Ark.  As  might  naturally  be  expected,  men- 
tion is  made  in  the  present  work  of  many  citizens 
of  Drew  County,  now  prominent  in  their  different 
callings,  who  were  originally  from  Georgia.  Among 
these  is  Mr.  Thompson,  and  his  experience  refers 
to  the  agricultural  affairs  of  the  county.  Born  in 
Harris  County,  March  4,  1838,  lie  was  the  sou  of 
James  G.  and  Elizabeth  (Penny)  Thompson,  na 
fives  also  of  Georgia.  The  father  was  of  Irish  de 
scent,  and  was  born  in  the  year  1801.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  but  was  also  a cabinet-maker 
by  trade,  and  was  quite  well  to  do.  He  was  the 
owner  of  five  slaves.  Pie  died  in  1859,  and  the 
mother  in  1887,  the  latter  at  the  age  of  eighty  four 
years.  Their  family  consisted  of  eleven  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Plattie  (now  Mrs. 
Johns,  of  Monticello),  Joseph  A.  (a  farmer  of  Sa- 
line Township),  and  J.  F.  The  parents  of  these 
children  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1856,  settled  in  Dal- 
las County,  but  the  following  year  came  to  Drew 
County,  where  the  father  bought  a farm.  In  1859 
J.  F.  Thompson  commenced  farming  for  himself, 
and  in  1862  enlisted  in  Drew’s  battery,  where  he 
remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  a 
number  of  minor  battles,  but  took  part  in  none  of 
the  principal  engagements.  He  was  captured  while 
at  home  on  a furlough,  April  0.  1864,  was  taken  to 
Rock  Island,  111.,  and  there  confined  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in  farming 
in  this  county,  and  moved  on  his  present  property, 
which  consists  of  440  acres,  with  about  75  under 
cultivation,  in  1882,  He  was  married  in  1859,  to 
Miss  Rlioda  M.  Brown,  a native  of  Tennessee,  who 
died  in  1868,  and  in  1870  his  second  marriage  oc- 
curred, to  Miss  Mattie  Carter,  a native  of  Missis- 
sippi. To  the  first  union  were  born  three  children: 
i James  L.(a  merchant  at  Pine  Bluff),  Josie  F.  (now 
Mrs.  Penick,  of  Texas),  and  John  T.  (a  prominent 
stock-raiser  of  Bradley  County).  To  the  second 
marriage  were  born  six  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living  and  at  home:  William  G. . Joseph  M. . Lois 
E.,  Leona  E.,  Alonzo  F.  and  Samuel  R.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thompson  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  South.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A 
. A.  M. , and  in  his  political  views  adheres  strongly 
i to  the  Democratic  party. 

Hon.  N.  Y.  Wadsworth.  For  the  past  fifteen 
| years,  or  since  locating  in  Drew  County,  Ark., 
Mr.  Wadsworth  has  enjoyed  the  reputation  of 
being  a substantial  and  progressive  farmer  and  an 
intelligent  and  thoroughly  posted  man  in  all  public 
| affairs.  He  was  born  in  Autauga  County.  Ala.. 
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July  23,  1 851,  being  a son  of  Daniel  and  Adelaide 
(Norris)  "Wadsworth,  born  in  North  Carolina  and 
Alabama,  September  17,  .1810  and  January,  1824, 
respectively,  their  marriage  being  consummated  in 
the  year  1848.  His  father  was  an  extensive 
planter  in  Autauga  County,  and  belonged  to  that, 
sturdy,  intelligent  class  that  give  prestige  and  life 
to  any  community  in  which  they  may  reside.  He 
wielded  much  influence  in  the  community  in  which 
he  lived,  and  was  looked  up  to  and  esteemed  by 
all  who  knew  him.  He  removed  from  his  native 
State  to  Alabama  in  1830,  and  there  continued  to 
make  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1876.  Ilis  widow  survives  him  and  resides  in 
Alabama.  The  family  born  to  them  are  named  as 
follows:  Ellen.  Patrick  D.  (deceased),  Newton  A*, 
j (the  subject  of  this  memoir),  Mills  A.,  Sarah 
(deceased),  Florence,  Katie  (deceased),  Jesse  and 
Annie.  The  paternal  grandfather,  William  Wads- 
worth, was  a resident  of  North  Carolina,  and  be- 
sides holding  a number  of  local  offices  iD  the 
county,  in  which  lie  resided  he  also  represented  it 
in  the  State  Legislature.  He  served  in  the  War 
of  1812  and  throughout  his  walk  in  life  his  career 
j was  without  a blemish.  He  passed  from  life  in 
, 1859.  One  of  his  grand  sons,  brother  to  our 

immediate  subject,  Malcomb  S. , is  now  the  largest 
planter  within  the  borders  of  Autauga  County, 
Ala.  William  W.  is  the  largest  lumber  dealer 
in  the  South,  and  organized  the  Southern  Lumber 
Association  of  Alabama,  Georgia.  Mississippi  and 
Florida,  acting  as  its  president  for  several  years  in 
succession  The  Wadsworth  family  trace  their 
ancestry  in  the  United  States  back  to  twelve  years 
after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  on  American 
shores,  and  the  family  are  of  English  lineage. 
The  maternal  grandparents,  Patrick  and  Charlotte 
Norris,  were  South  Carolinians,  and  were  well- 
to-do  agriculturists  of  that  State.  The  former 
was  born  in  1800  and  died  in  1872.  The  school 
days  of  Hon.  N.  Y.  Wadsworth  were  spent  in  his 
native  State,  Alabama,  but  his  educational  advant- 
ages were  not  of  the  best,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  he  was  obliged  to  assist  his  father  on  the 
farm.  During  the  Rebellion,  when  a call  was 
made  for  militia  to  go  to  the  front  (in  18(35), 
young  Wadsworth,  who  was  then  a youth  of  four- 
teen, volunteered  to  go  in  his  father’s  place,  the 
latter  being  fifty-seven  years  of  age,  and  quite 
feeble,  and  was  accepted,  doing  good  service  for 
the  Confederacy  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
I also  had  four  brothers  older  than  himself  who  served 
in  the  Confederate  army.  After  receiving"  his  dis- 
charge in  1865,  he  returned  to  the  old  life  of 
farming  with  his  father,  and  by  . a special  act  of 


the  State  Legislature  in  1869  he  became  his  own 
man  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  being  bold 
and  enterprising  he  determined  to  carve  out  his 
own  career,  and  accordingly,  in  1875,  came  to 
Arkansas.  He  was  married  here  January  JO,  of 
the  following  year  to  Miss  Mary  Ella  Norris,  by 
whom  he  lias  an  interesting  little  family  of  five 
children:  Florence  T.  (born  October  19,  1876). 
in  Ashley  County,  Ark.),  Thomas  L.  (born  March 
13,  1879,  in  that  county),  Anna  N.  (born  April  26, 
1881.  in  Drew  County,  Ark.),  Jessie  A.  (born 
January  12,  1884,  in  Drew  County),  and  Norris 
Yancey  (born  April  24,  1886,  in  Drew  County). 
Mrs.  Wadsworth  was  born  in  Montgomery  County. 
Ala.,  November  28,  1857,  and  is  a daughter  of 
John  N.  and  Evaline  T.  Norris.  After  residing  in 
Ashley  County  until  1879,  Air.  Wadsworth  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Drew  County,  and  has 
since  been  identified  with  her  farming  interests, 
being  recognized  as  a man  of  energy,  progressive 
spirit  and  clear  perception.  These  attributes  have 
tended  to  place  him  far  beyond  the  reach  of  want, 
and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  654  acres  of  desirable 
land,  of  which  seventy  five  acres  are  under  culti- 
vation. He  has  shown  his  approval  of  secret 
organizations  by  becoming  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order  and  the  Iv.  of  FI  He  was  chosen  a 
school  director  of  his  district  in  1S80,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  since  held,  and  in  1886  he  was  elected 
to  represent  his  county  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  owing  to  the  admirable  manner  in  which  he 
discharged  the  duties  incumbent  upon  this  office 
he  was  returned  in  188S,  and  still  holds  the  posi- 
tion. His  career  as  a legislator  lias  been  a brill- 
iant one,  and  although  but  a few  years  ago  he 
was  not  known  outside  of  his  immediate  county,  he 
new  holds  an  extensive  acquaintance  throughout 
the  State,  and  numbers  his  warm  personal  friends 
by  the  score. 

R.  T.  Wells,  proprietor  of  livery  barn,  Mon- 
ticello.  Ark.  This  barn  from  the  large  business  it 
does,  not  only  exemplifies  the  importance  of  this 
part  of  town,  but  reflects  credit  on  its  manage- 
ment. Mr.  Wells,  who  has  been  engaged  in  the 
livery  business  since  187S,  was  born  in  Meriwether 
County,  Ga.,  on  August  2,  1851,  and  is  a son  of 
Robert  and  Sarah  G.  (Brooks)  W ells,  natives  also 
of  Georgia.  The  parents  emigrated  to  Arkansas 
in  1861,  and  located  in  Drew  County,  where  they 
still  reside.  The  father  was  engaged  in  farming 
for  many  years,  but  lately  he  has  been  active  in 
real  estate  and  broker  business.  There  were  three 
children  born  to  his  marriage:  Airs.  F.  White, 
All's.  Georgia  Wilson  and  Robert.  T.  The  last 
named  was  but  ten  years  of  age  when  his  pareuts 
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moved  to  Drew  County,  and  here  he  received  the 
principal  part  of  his  education.  He  remained  on 
the  farm  uutil  1878,  after  which  he  moved  to  town 
and  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  the  firm  of 
Shelton  & Wells,  and  there  continued  until  No- 
vember, 1S88.  when  he  bought  out  his  partner, 
and  has  since  continued  the  business  alone.  He 
keeps  about  twenty-two  head  of  g'ood  horses  and  a 
number  of  first-class  vehicles.  He  is  doing  an  ex- 
tensive business  in  buying  and  selling  horses  and 
mules,  hacks  wagons  and  buggies.  He  is  also  in- 
terested in  3,400  acres  of  ranch  property,  on  which 
be  raises  mules  and  cattle.  He  is  a live,  energetic 
business  man,  and  is  bound  to  make  his  mark  in 
the  world.  He  runs  the  bus  line  from  the  depot 
to  the  city,  the  stage  line  from  Monticello  to  Ham- 
burg, a distance  of  thirty-two  miles,  and  is  the 
owner  and  proprietor  of  the  telephone  line  from 
Monticello  to  Hamburg.  lie  owns  considerable 
town  property,  and  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Wells  <V  Edwards,  undertakers  and  furniture  deal- 
ers, the  largest  dealers  in  that  line  in  Southern 
Arkansas.  Mr.  Wells  was  married  in  February, 
1874,  to  Miss  Mattie  E.  Packard,  by  whom  be  has 
live  children  living:  Florence  A.,  Lena  L.,  Bertie, 
Eustiee  E.  and  Carl.  Mr.  Wells  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  and  substantial  business  men  of 
Monticello,  aud  lias  done  a great  deal  toward  the 
upbuilding  and  improvement  of  the  county.  In 
politics  he  is  Democratic. 

John  J.  Whitaker,  dealer  in  harness,  saddlery, 
etc.,  Monticello,  Ark.  Holding  a prominent  posi- 
tion among  those  engaged  in  the  handling  of  sad- 
dlery, harness,  etc.,  stands  the  name  of  John  J. 
Whitaker,  who  is  a prominent  business  man  and 
highly  respected.  Mr.  W hitaker  was  born  in 
Fayette  County,  Tenn.,  in  September,  1840,  and 
is  the  son  of  J.  W.  and  Juliet  H.  (Crook)  "Whitaker, 
the  father  a native  of  Maury  County,  Tenn..  and 
the  mother  of  South  Carolina.  The  father  was  an 
early  settler  of  Fayette  County,  Tenn.,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  planters  in  the  western 
part  of  that  State.  He  was  the  leading  spirit  of 
the  Democratic  party,  but  was  never  an  aspirant  to 
any  office.  He  was  the  owner  of  a great  deal  of 
laud  ami  many  slaves.  Both  he  aud  wife  died  in 
Tennessee.  They  had  nine  children,  six  of  whom 
are  now  living,  viz.:  Mrs.  Izard  (of  Forest  City, 
Ark.),  Benjamin  H..  Frank  W John  J..  Thomas 
and  Mrs.  Richard  (of  Summerville.  Tenn.).  John 
J.  W hitaker,  when  old  enough,  was  taught  the 
duties  of  farm  life,  and  received  his  education  in 
(be  schools  of  Summerville.  In  1804  he  enlisted 
in  Capt.  Bell’s  company  of  cavalry,  Twelfth  Ten- 
nessee Regiment,  which  was  consolidated  and 


thrown  into  Forrest’s  regiment,  and  he  was  an 
escort  lor  Brig. -Gen.  Campbell,  surrendering  at 
Gainesville,  Ala.,  under  Gen.  Forrest.  Returning 
liome  after  the  war,  he  there  remained  until  1881, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  and  became 
one  of  the  largest  dealers  in  West  Tennessee,  ship- 
ping to  Louisville.  He  followed  this  fur  about 
four  years,  and  engaged  in  a general  market  at 
Summerville,  Tenn.  His  farm  not  being  well  kept 
up,  he  went  back  and  had  it  well  improved,  and 
there  remained  for  two  years.  He  then  sold  out 
everything,  his  entire  interest,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1889  moved  to  Monticello,  Ark..  There  he  em- 
barked in  his  present  business.  He  carries  a good 
stock  of  harness,  etc.,  and  is  a prosperous  busi- 
ness man.  On  leaving  Tennessee  lie  was  a mem- 
ber of  Phelan  Knight  Guards  and  sergeant  of  the 
same.  He  was  married,  in  180S,  to  Miss  Lucv  J. 
Strickland,  by  whom  he  has  three  children:  Eva- 
line.  Joel  H.  and  Cora.  Mr.  Whitaker  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Levi  B.  White  is  a well-to-do  agriculturist  of 
Drew  County,  and  his  farm,  which  comprises  ICO 
acres,  of  which  thirty  are  under  cultivation,  is  sit- 
uated in  Crook  Township.  He  was  born  in  Ala- 
bama, May  10,  1830.  and  is  a son  of  Josiah  and 
Nancy  (Barkley)  White,  born  in  North  Carolina 
and  Virginia,  March  9. 1 799  and  1802.  respectively. 
They  were  both  reared,  however,  in  the  Old  North 
State,  and  were  there  married,  a family  of  two 
sons  ancf  seven  daughters  being  born  to  their  union, 
of  whom  only  two  are  now  living:  Margaret  (wife 
of  William  Teer,  residing  in  Hopkins  County, 
Tex.),  and  Levi  B.  (the  subject  of  this  biography ). 
Josiah  B.  White  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
followed  this  calling  in  Marengo  County,  Ala. , for 
about  ten  years,  but  in  1837,  removed  to  Missis- 
sippi. making  his  home  here  till  1846,  when  he 
removed  to  Arkansas,  Drew  County,  being  his  home 
until  18(6.  when  he  removed  to  Faulkner  County, 
and  here  continued  to  reside  until  bis  death  in  1878. 
tie  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  an  earnest  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  his 
wife,  who  died  in  1800.  being  also  a member  of  that 
church.  Levi  B.  White  received  his  education  in 
Drew  County,  and  was  here  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
J,  Richardson,  of  Mississippi,  and  a daughter  of 
David  and  Elizabeth  Richardson,  their  union  being 
consummated  on  October  25.  18(4).  Soon  a famih 
of  seven  children  gathered  about  them:  Francis  E. . 
William  H.,  David  T..  Margaret  O.,  Sarah  C..  Luca 
J.  and  Levi  P.  Mr.  White  is  a member  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Wheel,  and  is  a warm  patron  of  education. 
He  and  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  South. 
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Build  yet,  the  end  is  not,  build  on; 
Build  for  the  ages  unafraid. 

The  past  is  but  a base  whereon 
These  ashlars,  well  hewn,  may  be  laid.' 


m. 
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INCOLN  COUNTY,  en- 
vironed by  Jefferson,  Ar- 
kansas, Desha,  Drew  and 
Cleveland  Counties,  is 
situated  in  the  southeast 
part  of  the  State,  its  geo- 
graphical center  about 
fifty-live  miles  from  the 
'1  J boundary  line  between 

Arkansas  and  Mississippi,  and  about 
sixty  miles  from  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween Arkansas  and  Louisiana.  The 
Arkansas  River  flows  along  its  north- 
eastern border.  Bayou  Bartholomew, 
which  has  its  source  in  Jefferson 
County,  crosses  the  county  from  its 
northwest  to  its  southeast  corner. 
Cane  Creek  is  its  principal  interior 
stream.  That  part  of  the  county  east 
of  Bayou  Bartholomew  may  be  de- 
scribed as  "bottom  country,"  that 
part  west  of  Bayou  Bartholomew  as  “Piuey woods 
hills.’’  and  "post-oak  flats.’’  The  soil  is  mostly 
alluvial,  and  in  most  portions  quite  productive. 
Cotton  is  the  principal  crop,  and  corn  cakes  second 
rank.  Considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to 
fruit  during  recent  years,  and  with  successful  re- 
sults. The  lumbering  interest  has  from  the  first 


been  large,  and  mills  are  to  be  found  in  all  sections 
of  the  county.  There  are  no  geological  outcrop- 
pings of  economic  value,  and  Lincoln  County’s 
scientific  geoldgy  does  not  differ  materially  from 
that  of  the  region  of  country  of  which  the  county 
forms  a part.  The  last  published  statement  of 
Lincoln  County’s  total  valuation  of  real  and  per- 
sonal property,  showed  it  to  reach  about  81,250,- 
000.  The  population  in  1SS0  was  9,255.  Since 
that  time  it  has  increased  to  nearly  or  quite  12,- 
000,  as  closely  as  can  be  estimated,  the  census  re- 
turns not  yet  being  complete. 

Lincoln  County  w;as  erected  March  20,  1871 : a 
part  was  transferred  to  Desha  County,  March  10, 
1879.  It  is  bounded  north  by  Jefferson  and  Ar- 
kansas Counties,  east  by  Desha  * County,  south 
by  Drew  County,  and  west  by  Cleveland  and  Jef- 
ferson Counties.  It  is  divided  into  eleven  political 
townships,  named  as  follows;  Spring.  Bartholo- 
mew, Choctaw.  Kimbrough,  Auburn,  Owen,  Cane 
Creek,  Veils  Bayou,  Smith,  Mill  Creek  and  Lone 
Pine. 

Spring  Township  is  bounded,  north  by  Jeffer- 
son County,  east  by  Bartholomew  Township, 
south  by  Cane  Creek  and  Owen  Township,  and 
west  by  Jefferson  and  Drew  Counties;  Barthol- 
omew Township  is  bounded  north  by  Jefferson 
County,  east  by  Jefferson  County,  and  Choctaw 
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Township,  south  by  Caue  Crook  Township,  and 
west  by  Spring  Township;  Choctaw  Township  is 
bounded  north  by  Kimbrough  Township,  east 
by  Auburn  and  Wells  Bayou  Townships  and 
Dosha  County,  south  by  Wells  Bayou  and  Cane 
Creek  Townships,  and  west  by  Bartholomew  Town- 
ship; Kimbrough  Township  is  bounded  north  by 
Jefferson  and  Arkansas  Counties,  east  by  Auburn 
Township  and  Arkansas  County,  south  by  Choctaw 
Township,  and  west  by  Choctaw  Township  and 
Jefferson  County;  Auburn  Township  is  bounded 
north  and  east  by  Arkansas  County,  east  by  Desha 
County,  south  by  Desha  County  and  Choctaw 
Township,  west  by  Choctaw  Township,  and  west 
and  north  by  Kimbrough  Township;  Owen  Town- 
ship) is  bounded  north  by  Cleveland  County  and 
Spring  Township,  east  by  Cane  Creek  Township, 
south  by  Mill  Creek  Township,  and  west  by  Cleve- 
land County;  Cane  Creek  Township  is  bounded 
north  by  Spring,  Bartholomew  and  Choctaw  Town- 
ships, east  by  Choctaw  and  Smith  Townships,  south 
by  Smith,  Lone  Pine  and  Mill  Creek  Townships, 
and  west  by  Cleveland  County;  Smith  Township 
is  bounded  north  by  Cane  Creek  Township),  east  by 
Wells  Bayou  Township  and  Desha  County,  south 
by  Drew  County,  and  west  by  Cane  Creek  and 
Lone  Pine  Townships;  AY  ells  Bayou  Township  is 
bounded  north  by  Choctaw  Township,  east  by 
Desha  County,  south  and  west  by  Smith  Township, 
and  west  by  Choctaw  Township;  Mill  Creek  Town- 
ship is  bounded  north  by  Owen  and  Cane  Creek 
Townships,  east  by  Lone  Pine  Township,  south  by 
Drew  County,  and  west  by  Cleveland  County; 
Lone  Pine  Township  is  bounded  north  by  Cane 
Creek  Township,  east  by  Smith  Township,  south  by 
Drew  County,  and  west  by  Mill  Creek  Township. 

The  officers  of  Lincoln  County  have  been  as 
follows: 

County  and  probate  judges — George  H.  Joslvn. 
1ST  1—70;  C.  AV.  Preddv,  1876-S0:  H.  IT.  Bibb. 
1880-82;  A.  Wiley.  1882-88;  M.  Cook,  18S8-90. 

Circuit  clerks  andc.r  officio  clerks  of  the  county 
and  probate  courts  and  recorders — A.AViley,  1871  — 
74;  J.  J.  Joslvn,  1874-80;  T.  A.  Ingram.  PSS0- 
82:  T.  L.  IVrtnis.  1882-84;  D.  B.  Cross.  1SS4-S7; 
W.  Z.  Tankmsley.  to  till  vacancy  caused  by  Air. 
Cross’  death.  188/—  8*;  G.  A.  Bryant.  1888-90. 

Sheriffs-  J.  C.  Chestnutt.  Jr.,  1871-72:  IT  F. 
Sanders,  1*72-74:  Clay  Bice.  1874-75:  B.  B. 
Rice,  1875-03,  1882-90;  J.  D.  Taylor,  1870  7S; 
J.  II.  Crawford,  IS » 8 -SO;  J.  M.  Merouea.  18*0—82. 

Treasurers — J.  J.  Joslvn,  1*71-72:  X.  S. 
Kite,  1872-74;  L.  C.  Gammill,  1874-78:  E.  S. 
Ellis,  1878—84;  I.  B.  A'ick.  18*4-80;  Max  Cook. 
1880-8*;  C.  H.  Lyman,  1888  90. 


Coroners — L.  E.  Storer,  18/2-74;  J.  A.  Cook. 
1874-78;  S.  M.  Elliott,  1878-80;  J.  A.  Laib, 
1880-82;  Eli  Graham,  1882-84;  J.  11.  Taylor, 
1884—88;  Bobert  Hill,  1888—90. 

Surveyors — AV.  S.  Stidham,  1871—75;  T.  A. 
Ingram.  1875  70,  18(8-80;  J.  H.  Pemberton, 
1870-78;  T.  J.  Irwin,  .1880-84;  L.  B.  Echols. 
1884—80:  Thomas  Collins,  188(3—88;  E.  J.  Babb. 
1888-90. 

Assessors — F.  R.  Sawyer.  1871-72;,  D.  Wilker- 
son,  1872-74;  C.  PI.  Lyman,  1874-78;  M.  S. 
Cook.  IS 78-80;  William 'Collins.  1880-82;  T.  S. 
Dennis,  1882-84;  H.  AV.  Williams,  1884—80;  C. 
J.  Watkins,  1880—90. 

Lincoln  County  has  been  represented  in  the 
State  Legislature  thus:  In  the  Senate  by  Thomas 
Fletcher,  sessions  of  1874-75  and  1877:  M.  Ai. 
Duffie,  sessions  of  1877  and  1879;  John  Nivens, 
sessions  of  1881  and  1883;  John  G.  Simmons, 
sessions  of  1885  and  1SS7;  W.  L.  Patterson,  last 
session.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  G. 
PI.  Joslvn,  sessions  of  1871  and  1873;  B.  F. 
Sanders,  sessions  of  1S74-75;  F.  PI.  Sawyer, 
session  of  1877;  John  G.  Simmons,  session  of 
1879:  J.  Collins,  session  of  1**1  ; G.  H.  Joslyn, 
session  of  1883;  Thomas  R.  Kirsh,  sessions  of 
1885  and  1887:  IP.  N.  Williams,  last  session. 

Lincoln  County  is  in  the  Second  Congressional 
District,  composed  of  Lincoln,  Cleveland,  Grant, 
Jefferson,  Arkansas,  Monroe,  Prairie,  Lonoke, 
Woodruff,  White,  Faulkner,  Pope,  Conway,  Tail 
Buren.  Stone  and  Cleburne  Counties,  represented 
by  Hon.  C.  R.  Breckinridge.  Formerly  in  the 
Tenth,  Lincoln  is  in  the  Eleventh  Judicial  Dis- 
trict, embracing  Lincoln,  Desha.  Arkansas  and 
Jefferson  Counties.  Courts  are  held  in  this  comi- 
ty as  follows:  In  the  Star  City  District,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  March  and  September;  in  the 
A Aimer  District,  on  the  third  Monday  in  February 
and  August,  two  weeks.  The  judges  of  this  court 
have  been:  Henrv  B.  Morse,  elected  July  23, 
1868 ; John  A.  Williams,  October  31,  1874;  X.  J. 
Pindall.  October  31,  1878;  John  A.  Williams,  Oc- 
tober 30,  1882;  John  AT.  Elliott.  June  30,  1**9. 
The  prosecuting  attorneys  have  been:  H.  M.  Mc- 
Veigh, commissioned  April  26,  18/3;  Z.  L.  Wise, 
October  31,  1874;  T.  B.  Alartin,  October  10, 
1*7*;  John  AI.  Elliott.  October  10,  1*80;  S.  AI. 
Taylor,  June  30,  1889.  The  clerk  of  the  Lincoln 
Circuit  Court  is  G.  A.  Bryant;  J.  F.  Miller  is 
deputy.  An  act  of  the  Legislature  establishing  a 
separate  court  in  Lincoln  County  was  approved 
April  9,  1885.  Linder  its  provisions  and  those  of 
an  act  amendatory  of  it.  ••All  that  portion  of  the 
county  constituting  Kimbrough,  Choctaw,  \\  ells 
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Bayou  and  Auburn  Townships,  and  all  that  part 
of  Bartholomew  Township  lying  on  the  left  bank 
of  Heeji  Bayou,  also  one  such  additional  territory 
as  may  be  added  to  the  county  east  of  the  town- 
ships of  Auburn,  Wells  Bayou  or  Choctaw,”  were 
erected  into  a separate  judicial  district  of  Lincoln 
County,  to  be  known  as  Varner  District,  and  the 
residence  of  the  county  was  described  and  named 
the  Star  City  District.  The  first  term  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  held  in  Lincoln  County  was  the  fall 
term  of  1871. 

The  roll  of  attorneys  at  the  spring  term,  1872, 
was  as  follows:  H.  King  White,  attorney  for  the 
State;  W.  S.  McCain,  D.  W.  Carroll.  Herman 
Carlton,  IV.  P.  Grace,  B.  F.  Sanders,  J.  M.  Cun- 
ningham, I.  L.  Brooks,  Reason  G.  Puntney,  A.  C. 
Jones,  John  M.  Bradley,  Theodore  F.  Sorrels,  J. 
H.  Hawley,  Zenas  L.  Wise,  C.  C.  Godden,  W.  H. 
Halliburton,  B.  C.  Hubbard,  W.  F.  Slernmons, 
Charles  W.  Freddy,  John  A.  Williams,  W.  D. 
Johnson,  J.  W.  Van  Gilder,  V.  M.  McGehee, 
Thomas  E.  Martin,  D.  H.  Rosseau,  X.  J.  Pindall, 
E.  W.  Gaunt. 

Lincoln  County  was  represented  in  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  of  1874,  by  Reason  G.  Puntney. 
The  following-named  residents  of  the  county  held 
commissions  as  notaries  public:  W.  F.  Edwards, 
Charles  H.  Lyman,  F.  M.  McGehee,  T.  B.  Hover, 
C.  D.  Sample,  W.  L.  Banks,  R.  A.  Graves.  W Z. 
Tankersley,  R.  W.  Jordan,  John  M.  Lee,  J.  J. 
Bowles  and  W.  B.  Mott. 

Following  is  a copy  of  the  record  of  the  first 
county  court  held  in  and  for  Lincoln  County:  “Be 
it  remembered  that  at  a county  court  begun  and 
held  at  Cane  Creek  Church,  in  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln, on  Monday,  the  24th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1871,  it  being  the  time  and  place  appointed  by  law 
for  holding  said  court,  before  the  Hon.  George  H. 
Joslyn,  judge  of  said  court,  assisted  by  J.  M.  Me- 
Kittriek,  Esq.,  E.  H.  Smith,  Esq.,  Henry  Palmer, 
Esq..  William  Lewis.  Esq.,  D.  M.  Neal,  Esq., 
Burnett  Washington,  Esq.,  Thomas  Ashcraft,  Esq., 
and  George  Hilliard,  Esq.,  all  duly  commis- 
sioned and  qualified  justices  of  the  peace  of  said 
county  of  Lincoln,  the  following  proceedings  were 
then  and  there  had.  to  wit:  On  this  day  came  the 
justices  of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  and  in  pursuance 
of  law  proceeded  to  elect  two  of  their  number  to 
act  as  associate  justices  of  this  court  for  and  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year  1 S 7 1 . Whereupon,  on 
the  first  ballot,  V llliam  Lewis,  Esq.,  received  five 
votes,  ami  Ephraim  H.  Smith,  Esq.,  received  three 
votes,  and  thereupon  William  Lewis,  having  re- 
ceived a majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  is  duly 
declared  one  of  the  associate  justices  of  this  court, 


to  serve  for  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year 
1871,  and  on  the  second  ballot  John  M.  McKit- 
trick,  Esq.,  received  five  votes,  and  Ephraim  H. 
Smith  received  three  votes,  whereupon  John  M. 
McKittrick,  Esq.,  having  received  a majority  of  all 
the  votes  cast,  is  duly  declared  elected  one  of  the 
associate  justices  of  this  court,  to  act  for  and  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  year  187 1.  In  the  matter 
of  temporary  county  buildings:  On  this  day.  J. 
Chris.  Chesnutt,  Jr,,  is  appointed  a special  com- 
missioner of  this  court,  and  authorized  and  direct- 
ed to  consult  the  owners  of  the  building  known  as 
Cane  Greek  .Church,  and  by  and  with  their  consent 
to  proceed  to  make  such  alterations  a-nd  repairs  in 
said  building  as  are  necessary  to  make  the  same 
a safe  and  suitable  building  for  the  use  of  the 
officers  of  this  court,  and  for  the  deposit  of  the 
records  hereof.  Appended  to  the  record  are  the 
names  of  the  judge  and  associate  justices,  and  of 
the  other  justices  of  the  peace  above  mentioned." 

Road  districts  and  school  districts  were  estab 
lislied  at  the  July  term,  1871.  At  the  same  term 
the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  governor  to 
locate  the  permanent  county  seat  of  Lincoln 
County  reported  the  selection  of  a location  on  the 
Little  Rock,  Pine  Bluff  & New  Orleans  Railroad, 
in  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter 
of  Section  23,  Township  8,  Range  5 west,  south- 
east of  Varner.  At  the  September  term',  1871,  a 
petition  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the  county  was 
presented  praying  for  the  removal  of  the  county 
seat  from  the  site  selected  as  above  stated,  to  the 
geographical  center  of  the  county  or  within  three 
miles  thereof.  An  election  was  orderd  to  be  held 
on  Saturday,  October  14,  1871,  to  ascertain  the 
pleasure  of  the  majority  upon  this  proposition. 
The  election  resulted  in  favor  of  removal  by  a vote 
of  582  to  213,  and  William  S.  Stidham.  FrancisH. 
Sawyer  and  John  G.  Simmons  were  appointed 
commissioners  to  select  a site  whereon  to  erect  the 
coiraty  buildings.  These  commissioners  reported 
as  follows:  “To  the  Honorable  County  Court  of 
Lincoln  County:  Your  commissioners.  John  G. 
Simmons.  William  S.  Stidham  and  Francis  H. 
Sawyer,  who  were  appointed  by  your  honorable 
body,  on  the  18th  day  of  October,  1871,  a commis- 
sion to  select  a location  for  the  seat  of  justice  of 
Lincoln  County,  would  respectfully  report  that  on 
the  2d  day  of  December,  1871,  they  met  at- Cane 
Creek  Church,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  your 
Honorable  Court.;  that,  at  that,  time  proposals  for 
the  said  location  were  received  by  said  commis- 
sioners from  John  C.  Bush  and  George  H.  Joslyn, 
and  from  none  others:  that  said  commissioners  pro- 
ceeded to  ascertain  where  the  center  of  the  said 
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county  might  fall,  and  upon  such  examination  they 
found  such  center  to  be  upon  the  southeast  quar- 
ter of  the  northwest  quarter  of  Section  11,  in 
Township  0,  south  of  Range  7,  west  of  the 
j Fifth  Principal  Meridian.  Therefore,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  order  of  the  Court,  and  according 
| to  the  will  of  the  people  expressed  at  the  election 
held  on  the  14th  day  of  October,  1871,  your  com- 
| missioners  proceeded  to  select  a location  suitable  for 
; said  seat  of  justice  within  three  miles  of  the  said 
southeast  one-fourth  of  the  northwest  one-fourth 
of  Section  11,  Township  9,  Range  7 west,  where- 
upon the  site  offered  in  the  proposal  of  John  C. 
Bush  was  found  to  be  more  than  three  miles  from 
said  center,  and  no  other  proposals  being  received 
and  the  proposal  of  said  George  H.  Joslyn  offering, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  commissioners,  a very  suit- 
able site  for  the  said  seat  of  justice,  said  proposal 
of  George  H.  Joslyn  was  accepted  by  your -com- 
missioners, and  the  said  seat  of  justice  was  there- 
upon located  upon  the  northwest  quarter  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  Section  8,  in  Township  9, 

I south  of  Range  7 west,  as  will  fully  appear  from  the 
plat  of  said  location  herewith  tiled  and  asked  to  be 
taken  as  a part  of  this  report,  together  with  the 
deeds  of  the  said  northwest  one-fourth  of  the 
southeast  one-fourth  of  Section  8,  Township  9, 
Range  7,  and  your  commissioners  would  respect- 
fully recommend.  Star  City  as  an  appropriate  name 
for  our  new  county  seat— this  the  11th  day  of  De- 
cember, A.  D.,  1871."  The  court  accepted  and 
i approved  this  report,  and  declared  the  county  seat 
located  and  named  as  above  suggested.  February 
26.  1872.  it  was  ordered  by  the  circuit  court  that 
the  seat  of  justice  be  removed  to  the  place  so  se- 
lected; whereupon  it  was  ordered  by  the  county 
court  that  the  clerk  thereof  notify  the  judge  of  the 
probate  court  and  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court, 
that  proper  accommodations  had  been  provided  for 
holding  said  courts. 

The  repairs  to  the  Cane  Creek  Church  (a  log 
building)  had  consisted  of  two  small  log  additions, 
one  at  either  side,  which  were  used  as  grand  and 
petit  jury  rooms.  These  two  small  wings  were 
I removed  to  Star  City,  placed  end  to  end  and  con- 
verted into  a clerk's  office,  which  was  in  use  until 
the  present  clerk's  office  was  built.  Ray’s  build- 
ing was  rented  and  used,  and  in  April,  1874,  pur- 
chased, for  court  purposes.  The  price  paid  was 
816,000.  The  county  later  sold  this  building.  The 
town  “Calaboose,'’  a log  structure,  was  used  as  a 
county  jail  until  a better  one  was  provided,  and  the 
county  court  convened  in  the  clerk’s  office  part  of 
the  time  before  the  court-house  was  built,  April 
10,  1872,  the  court  ordered  that  a court-house  he 


erected  in  the  public  square,  at  Star  City,  and  ap- 
pointed Zenas  H.  Wise,  a commissioner  to  procure 
and  submit  to  the  court  at  its  next  session,  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  said  building,  stipulating 
that  the  expense  should  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
§40.000  in  Lincoln  County  bonds,  which  sum,  or 
so  much  of  it  as  might  be  necessary,  was  appropri- 
ated to  the  use  designated.  October  21,  following, 
Mr.  Wise,  submitted  to  the  court  two  bids  for  the 
contract  for  building  a court-house  according  to 
plans  and  specifications,  which  had  been  placed  on 
file  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk.  One  was 
from  John  D.  Edwards,  of  Little  Rock,  offering  to 
build  the  court-house  for  §19,500;  the  other  from 
John  A,  McKay,  of  Helena,  offering  to  build  it  for 
§19,550.  The  bid  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  accepted 
and  the  contract  was  awarded  to  him,  and  a bond 
of  §40,000  was  required.  January  23,  1873,  a bid 
of  John  D.  Edwards  to  build  a jail,  according  to 
plans  and  specifications  on  file,  for  §9,800  was  ac: 
cepted  and  his  bond  was  fixed  at  §20.000.  The 
court-house  and  jail  sought  to  be  built  as  above 
narrated  were  never  erected,  as  troubles  arose 
about  tlie  county  bonds  which  resulted  in  the  re- 
fusal of  Mr.  Edwards  to  take  them  in  payment  for 
the  work.  Subsequent  plans  and  propositions 
came  to  naught  for  a time,  and  at  length  a cash 
tax  was  levied  on  the  taxable  property  of  the  county 
to  raise  a fund  for  the  erection  of  county  buildings. 
Some  progress  was  hoped  for.  arrangements  were 
made,  and  work  was  begun  under  the  new  plan,  but 
success  was  prevented  by  an  injunction  obtained  in 
the  circuit  court,  by  persons  who  claimed  the  obli- 
gation of  the  county  to  accept  scrip  in  payment  of 
the  tax  in  lieu  of  cash.  In  January,  1887.  a con- 
tract was  awarded  to  James  K.  Wells  to  build  a 
jail  for  §913.  It  was  completed  and  accepted  in 
the  following  April.  This  jail  was  soon  burned, 
and  on  October  10,  1878,  John  H.  Crawford,  James 
W.  Heliums  and  Ij.  C.  Stewart  were  appointed 
special  commissioners  to  prepare  plans  arid  speci- 
fications for  a court-house  and  jail,  and  to  adver- 
tise the  letting  of  contracts  for  their  erection.  The 
court-house  contract  was  let  to  Jones  <fc  Graham, 
the  jail  contract  to  James  K.  Wells.  Both  build- 
ings were  completed  and  accepted  in  1SS0,  and 
have  been  in  use  since.  A court-house  lias 
been  erected  at  Varner,  on  land  given  to  the  county 
by  R.  R.  Rice,  and  a jail  is  in  course  of  building. 
An  effort  to  secure  the  removal  of  the  county  seat 
to  Varner  or  Tyro  was  defeated  at  the  polls  in 
1880. 

The  settlement  of  the  county  began  along  the 
Arkansas  River.  Among  the  early  comers  in  that 
part  were  Dr.  C.  M.  Taylor,  Shelby  Richardson. 
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tho  Lees,  Douglases  and  Pendletons.  Capt.  C.  B. 
Jones,  AV.  F.  Yarnei',  Capt.  F.  R.  Smith.  the  Kim- 
broughs, Clay  and  R.  R.  Rice,  and  Col.  Flournoy. 
Among  the  early  settlers  in  other  portions  of  the 
county  were  A\  illiarn  Sanders.  ‘‘Chap  ' Reynolds, 
AViDiam  Adkins,  William  Smith,  the  Williamsons, 
Calvin  Jones,  J.  H.  Free.  Jacob  Heliums,  the 
father  of  ex-Treas.  Gammili,  in  the  western  part: 
May  and  Alsev  Atkinson,  J.  L.  Hunter,  the  Cal- 
laways. in  the  northern  part,  and  the  Bachelors, 
the  Goree  family,  J.  Collins.  J.  F.  Cox,  At.  D. 
Kirsh,  Jacob  Kirsh,  John  Sweeney,  and  T.  AV. 
Haygood  in  the  southern  part. 

The  only  incorporated  town  in  Lincoln  County 
is  Star  City,  the  seat  of  justice.  The  record  of  its 
incorporation  by  the  county  court  is  as  follows: 
“In  the  matter  of  the  incorporation  of  Star  City, 
now  on  this  day  [July  3.  1870],  comes,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Court  here,  the  petition  of  T. 
A.  Williamson,  J.  M.  Fain  and  twenty-seven  oth- 
ers. heretofore  presented  to  this  Court  by  C.  AV. 
Freddy,  as  their  agent,  on  the  Oth  day  of  April,  1 870, 
asking  for  the  following  described  territory  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln  and  State  of  Arkansas,  to  wit: 
The  northwest  one-fourth  of  the  northwest  one- 
f our tli  of  Section  16,  and  the  north  one-half  of 
Section  17,  and  the  east  one-half  of  the  east  one- 
half  of  Section  (J.  and  all  of  Section  8.  in  Town- 
ship 9,  south  of  Range  7 west — be  organized  by 
order  of  this  Court  iuto  an  incorporated  town,  un- 
der the  name  of  Star  City;  and  it  appearing  to 
the  Court  that  said  petition  has  been  signed  by  at 
least  twenty  of  the  qualified  voters  residing  within 
the  limits  of  the  territory  above  described,  that 
the  said  lands  have  been  accurately  described: 
that  an  accurate  map  or  plat  thereof  has  been  tiled, 
and  that  the  name  proposed  is  proper  and  suffi- 
cient to  distinguish  it  from  any  other  incorporated 
town  in  this  State,  it  is  therefore  considered,  or- 
dered and  adjudged  by  t he  Com  t here  that  authority 
is  hereby  granted  to  said  petitioners  to  organize  the 
incorporated  Town  of  Star  City."  The  mayors  of 
Star  City  have  been  as  follows:  J.  S.  Goodwin, 

1870-77;  J.  31  Cunningham.  1878:  T.  A.  Ingram, 
1S79:  A.  31.  Atkinson,  lsst).  1882-87:  C.  W. 
Freddy,  188]  ; L.  Quin,  bxSS:  L.  A.  Alullikin, 
1889.  and  John  L.  Aliller.  1890.  Star  City  is  a 
good  trading  point,  and  shows  evidence  of  having 
a .large  and  growing  business.  Tyro  is  the  village 
next  in  size  to  Star  City,  and  is  a point  of  commer- 
cial importance  in  the  southern  part  of  tho  county. 

! Varner,  on  the  railroad,  in  the  northeast  part  of 
the  county,  is  the  seat  of  justice  of  the  A airier  Ju- 
dicial District,  and  the  center  of  much  trade  and 
shipping.  Sheriff  R.  R.  Rice  is  the  principal 


merchant  and  business  man  here.  He  has  re- 
cently lifted  up  a fine  race-course  on  his  planta- 
tion, enclosed  and  appointed  in  the  most  modern 
style.  He  inaugurated,  July,  1889,  a race  meet- 
ing, which  was  well  attended,  and  did  much  to 
popularize  a movement  which,  it  is  thought,  will 
j at  no  distant  day  result  in  the  holding  at  Varner 
J of  a series  of  county  fairs.  Besides  Star  City, 

! Tyro  and  Varner,  there  are  hamlets  or  post-offices 
| in  different  parts  of  the  county  named  as  follows: 
Connersvilie,  Cummins,  Douglas,  Garnett,  Glen- 
■ dale,  Grady,  Heckatoo.  Falmyra,  Relf's  Bluff,  Sar- 
i assa,  South  Bend.  Warrenten  and  Yorktown.  at 
! some  of  which  points  considerable  local  trade  is 
done. 

The  first  schools  in  Lincoln  County  were 
taught  in  those  portions  near  the  Arkansas  River. 
As  settlement  advanced,  schools  were  introduced, 

1 until  now,  at  the  principal  business  centers,  there 
are  excellent  schools,  while  others,  growing1  better 
and  more  efficient  with  each  passing  year,  arescat- 
i tered  throughout  the  county.  The  last  published 
educal  ional  statistics  for  Lincoln  County,  are  these: 
Enumeration,  white,  1,018;  colored,  2,018:  total, 
3,020.  Enrollment,  white,  1,109;  colored.  1,244. 

: total,  2,353.  Number  of  districts,  43;  number  re- 
i porting  enrollment,  32;  number  voting  tax,  15. 
j Teachers  employed,  07.  Number  of  school-houses. 
24;  value  of  school- houses,  83,836. 

Education  and  religion  have  gone  hand  in  hand. 
The  school-hquse  has  served  as  a place  of  worship, 
i and  the  church  has  provided  temporary  shelter  for 
: the  school.  From  the  first,  most  of  the  popular  re- 
ligious denominations  have  had  their  representa- 
I tives  here.  For  some  time  past  church  extension 
has  been  a subject  near  to  the  hearts  of  a large 
1 share  of  the  county’s  population,  and  progress  has 
been  rapid  and  substantial. 

The  pioneer  newspaper  of  Lincoln  County  was 
the  Herald,  established  at  Star  City,  by  James  L. 
Birch,  in  1876.  During  the  following  year  this 
paper  was  succeeded  by  the  Arkansas  Vidette,  is- 
, sued  by  James  31.  Cunningham.  In  1878  Alfred 
\\  iley  bought  the  concern,  sold  some  of  the  mate- 
rial. bought  some  new  material  to  improve  the  office, 
and  in  1980  established  the  Lincoln  Lance.  He 
has  owned  the  paper  since  that  time  until  in  the 
summer  of  1890,  and  has  published  it  except  when, 
in  1SS4-89,  it  was  issued  by  Rev.  B.  A.  Ingram, 
in  18S5-SG,  by  \V.  T.  Smith,  and  in  1880-87,  by 
It.  31.  & T.  E.  Hammock,  who,  in  1880,  changed 
its  name  to  the  Lincoln  Ledger.  In  the  summer 
of  1890  it  was  sold  to  Alexander  C.  Wiley.  The 
political  complexion  of  the  Herald,  Aidette.  Lance 
, and  Ledger,  has  varied  with  their  changes  of  edit- 
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orial  management,  though  it  Las  usually  been 
Democratic.  Under  its  present  management,  the 
Ledger  advocates  the  farmers’  movement,  just  be- 
coming- a recognized  power  in  polities.  It  has 
always  been  a good  local  paper,  devoted  to  the 
upbuilding  of  the  best  interests  of  Star  City  and 
Lincoln  County. 

Like  other  counties  similarly  situated,  Lincoln 
County,  or  the  territory  now  so  known,  had  its  part- 
in  the  war  of  the  States.  Only  one  engagement 
was  fought  within  its  limits,  this  being  the  light  at 
Branch ville,  in  1801.  between  Clayton’s  Federal 
brigade  and  Law t her’ s brigade  of  Missouri  Cavalry. 
Artillery  was  brought  into  use,  and  the  set-to 
was  invested  with  considerable  warlike  interest, 
but  it  was  not  long  continued,  and  was  not  marked 
by  many  fatalities  on  either  side.  The  Confeder- 
ates retreated.  This  part  of  the  country  was  trav- 
eled by  scouting  parties  of  both  armies,  and  long- 
before  peace  came  good  horses  and  mules  were 
scarce  in  what  is  now  Lincoln  County,  all  available 
ones,  as  well  as  about  every  eatable  surplus  having 
been  confiscated  and  pressed  into  the  service  of 
either  Federals  or  Confederates.  Both  armies  had 
representatives  from  this  territory,  though  there 
were  few  in  the  Federal  service,  for  the  feeling 
here  was  overwhelmingly  pro  slavery.  The  con- 
tribution of  what  is  now  Lincoln  County  to  the 
Confederate  cause,  in  the  way  of  good  lighting 
men,  was  considerable,  when  the  small  population 
of  that  time  is  borne  in  mind,  and  betokened  a 
zeal  seldom  equaled  anywhere  bv  any  people, 

Capt.  AY.  H.  Isom’s  company  of  the  Ninth 
Arkansas  Infantry  was  recruited  largely  in  what  is 
now  Lincoln  County.  So,  also,  was  Capt.  Hais- 
lep’s  company  of  the  same  regiment.  The  regi- 
ment was  mustered  into  the  Confederate  service  at 
Pine  Bluff  in  July,  l-Sbl,  under  Col.  John  M. 
Bradley.  After  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  these  two 
companies  were  consolidated  and  placed  under 
command  of  Capt.  J.  M.  Crawford.  Capt.  Bag- 
land’s  cavalry  company  contained  many  men 
from  this  territory.  These  companies  served  in 
Tennessee,  Mississippi  and  Georgia,  principally, 
and  were  not  mustered  out  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  Capt.  Menenger  organized  a cavalrv 
company  later  in  the  war,  a good  proportion  of 
the  membership  of  which  was  drawn  from  within 
the  present  county  limits,  which  operated  in  Ar- 
kansas, except  while  in  Missouri,  on  the  Price 
raid.  These  organizations  did  brave  service,  and 
many  of  their  members  were  killed  in  battle  or 
otherwise  lost  their  lives  during  the  struggle. 
The  “ Gray  beards  ” was  a company  of  old  men 
raised  by  Capt.  Jack  Hanley,  late  in  the  war,  for 


guard  duty.  Their  center  of  operations  was  at 
Branchville,  and,  while  showing  the  spirit  that  ani- 
mated the.  Southern  heart  at  that  time,  they  may' 
be  said  not  to  have  been  engaged  in  regular 
service.  After  the  investment  of  Little  Rock  and 
Bine  Bluff  by  Federal  forces,  a regiment  was  re- 
cruited in  the  State  for  the  Union  service,  in  which 
quite  a number  from  this  section  enlisted. 

The  historic  movement,  in  18.51,  toward,  the 
construction  of  the  Pine  Bluff  & Napoleon  Rail- 
road, was,  as  events  proved,  the  first  step  toward  the 
construction  of  the  Little  Rock,  Mississippi  River  & 
Texas  Railroad,  which  crosses  the  notheast  part  of 
this  county  and  forms  a part  of  the  Iron  Mountain 
section  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  system.  One  of 
the  prime  movers  in  that  early  attempt  was  Dr. 
Lee,  of  Arkansas  (now  Lincoln)  County.  Its  suc- 
cess under  its  original  projectors  was  prevented  by 
the  war,  but  it  was  assured  by  the  efforts  of  those 
who  later  took  up  the  work.  Quite  a number  of 
railroad  lines  have  been  surveyed  through  the 
western  part  of  the  county  by  Gould  and  his 
rivals,  the  object  being  to  secure  a connecting  line, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  between  St. 
Louis  and  New  Orleans.  One  of  the  most  promis- 
ing of  these  is  the  line  from  Beebe,  Ark.,  to  Mon- 
roe, La.,  popularly  known  as  the  " Foster  Road.” 
Railway  communication,  when  it  shall  have  been 
more  fully  attained,  will  rapidly  complete  the  work 
of  populating  and  improving  Lincoln  County,  de- 
veloping its  latent  resources  and  advancing  all  of 
its  important  interests. 


Dr.  A.  G.  Anderson  was  numbered  among  the 
leading  pin  sicians  of  Lincoln  County.  His  birth 
took  place  in  October  of  the  year  1834,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  and  he  was  educated  partly  at 
Brownsville.  Tenn.,  and  later  at  Richmond,  A a. , 
where  he  received  his  medical  information,  gradu- 
ating in  1855.  Previous  to  this  date  he  had 
moved  to  Arkansas,  living  in  White  County  at 
Searcy,  where  he  practiced  medicine  for  several 
years.  Later  the  Doctor  moved  to  Lincoln 
County,  locating  on  the  Bayou  Bartholomew.  In 
1871  he  came  to  Star  City,  where  he  had  a very 
large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  remained  until 
his  death  at  the  hands  of  a colored  man,  December 
1880.  The  Doctor  belonged  to  the  Masonic 
lodge  and  K.  of  H. . and  politically  was  a member  of 
the  Democratic  party.  In  connection  with  his 
popularity  and  success  as  a physician,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  largely  interested  in  agricultural 
matters,  and  a most  energetic  and  enterprising 
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farmer.  Few  men  have  ever  at  any  time,  or  in 
any  country,  been  more  generally  liked  and  re- 
spected than  was  Dr.  Anderson  by  the  citizens  of 
Lincoln  County.  A devout  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  a thoroughly  charitable  and  kindly 
man,  and  withal  most  intellectual,  the  Doctor  won 
friends  easily.  He  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army  March,  1802,  was  wounded  at  Corinth,  Miss. , 
in  1862.  was  taken  prisoner  w hile  there  and  ten- 
derly cared  for  by  a Rutledge  family.  Returning 
home  he  joined  Col.  Thompson’s  regiment,  of 
which  he  was  made  surgeon,  serving  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  Dr.  Anderson  married  Miss 
Maria  L.  Jones,  of  Alabama,  daughter  of  Henry 
P.  Jones.  The  ceremony  was  performed  in  May, 
1861.  Of  this  union  were  born  five  children,  all 
of  whom  died  except  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
The  family  belong  to  the  Baptist  Church.  Words 
are,  after  all,  entirely  inadequate  to  render  full 
justice  to  the  memory  of  such  men  as  Dr.  Ander-' 
son,  one  whom  all  men  honor. 

William  H.  Atkins  ranks  among  the  successful, 
energetic,  and  highly  respected  farmers  who  have 
given  to  Lincoln  County  such  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion throughout  the  State  of  Arkansas.  His  birth 
took  place  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina  in  1841, 
being  a son  of  Henry  Atkins  and  his  wife  Esther, 
who  was  Miss  Patterson  previous  to  her  marriage. 
The  family  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1856,  locating  in 
what  is  now  Lincoln  County.  The  father  died  in 
1877 ; the  mother  in  1888.  and  both  were  members 
| of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  lively  Christian 
j people.  To  them  were  born  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  be  grown,  and  three  of  whom  are 
at  present  alive,  viz.  : "William  H.,  Mary  F.,  and 

| Martha.  William  was  Ihe  fourth  child,  and  at- 
| tallied  his  manhood  in  this  State.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  army  in  1862,  and  was  made 
colonel.  Air.  Atkins  was  wounded  and  forced  to 
| return  home,  but  during  the  latter  part  of  the  war 
was  with  Capt.  Henry  Burks,  remaining  with  him 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  surrendering  at 
Little  Rock.  He  married  Aliss  Emma  Smith,  of 
Arkansas,  daughter  of  John  Smith,  December  12. 
1863.  They  were  blessed  with  five  children,  viz.: 
Henry  (who  died  in  1>SS9),  Bettie,  Alinnie  CL.  Jes- 
| sie,  Addie  Abiy.  and  James  B. 

Alsey  AI.  Atkinson,  an  old  and  prominent  citi- 
zen of  Star  City,  Lincoln  County,  was  horn  in 
Nash  County,  N.  C.,  January  27,  1813,  and  is  the 
son  of  Henry  and  Alary  (Strickland)  Atkinson, 
natives  of  Nash  County,  N.  C.  The  father  died 
in  Noxubee  County,  Aliss.,  about  the  year  1850, 
when  he  had  reached  his  sixtieth  year:  the  mother 
in  1828,  when  quite  young,  and  her  husband  re- 


mained true  to  her  memory,  through  the  long 
course  of  years  allotted  him.  In  1850  he  moved 
to  Mississippi,  where  as  a farmer  he  met  with 
marked  success,  from  the  very  start.  To  his 
marriage  were  horn  eight  children.  Alsey  passed 
his  youth  in  North  Carolina,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen staited  in  business  for  himself,  first  giving 
his  attention  to  farming,  an  occupation  in  which 
he  is  still  very  much  interested.  He  married  Aliss 
Alaitha  Donnald  of  Mississippi,  in  1837,  and  to 
them  were  born  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living,  viz.  : Atrs.  Elizabeth  Ellis.  R.  CL  (who 
is  a merchant  of  Pine  Bluff),  T.  B.  (also  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Pine  Bluff),  and  James  (who 
is  a physician  fn  New  York  City).  Death  having 
claimed  his  first  wife,  Air.  Atkinson  married  Aliss 
Alary  Smith  of  Lincoln  County,  Ark.  He  is  the 
owner  of  valuable  land,  and  is  a man  who  has 
many  warm  personal  friends  and  admirers.  Him- 
self and  wife  belong  to  the  Alissiouary  Baptist 
Church,  and  he  is  a deacon  in  the  same.  Polit- 
ically Air.  Atkinson  is  a Democrat,  one  true  to 
party  principles,  and  a strong  man  for  his  side  of 
the  question. 

Joseph  F.  Banks.  He  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch  is  a merchant  of  special  prominence  in 
Douglas,  Lincoln  County,  Ark,,  and  keeps  at  his 
store  everything  needed  by  farmers.  The  firm 
name  under  which  this  business  is  conducted  is 
Banks  Bros.  Joseph  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Fannie  R.  (Lavender)  Banks,  and  his  birth  oc- 
curred in  AYilliamson  County,  Tenn..  where  the 
family  lived  previous  to  his  emigrating  to  Arkan- 
sas. The  father  is  now  in  the  wholesale  hat  busi- 
ness at  Nashville,  Term.,  and  was  also  general 
merchant  at  Thompson  Station,  AYilliamson  County. 
Thomas  Banks  figured  conspicuously  in  the  late 
war,  under  Gen.  Forrest,  and  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  leg.  The  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  Nelson  Lavender,  was  a Virgin- 
ian by  birth,  and  lived  many  years  in  AYilliamson 
Count}',  Tenn.,  where  he  owned  a large  plantation. 
He  was  of  Irish  descent.  Joseph  is  the  eldest  of 
the  six  children  born  to  Lis  parents,  all  of  whom  are 
living.  His  education  was  limited  because  of  tbe 
fact  that  his  father’s  property  suffered  destruction 
during  the  war,  in  1862.  Air.  Banks  moved  to 
Arkansas  in  18/2,  but  after  a short  while  went  to 
Tennessee.  However,  in  1874.  he  returned  to  Ar- 
kansas, locating  at  Auburn.  In  1881  lie  sold  bis 
stock  of  goods  at  the  above-named  place,  and  this 
time  settled  at  his  present  stand  in  Douglas.  Atr. 
Banks  was  married  in  the  month  of  August,  1879, 
to  Miss  Inez  Dodson,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Nannie 
Dodson  of  Alaurv  County,  Tenn.  The  brother  and 
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partner  of  the  subject  of  the  sketch,  William  L. 
Banks,  was  also  born  in  Williamson  County,  Tenn. , 
in  the  year  1801.  After  receiving  a common- 
school  education,  ho  came  to  Lincoln  County,  clerk- 
ing in  'different  stores,  until  such  time  as  he  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  Joseph  Banks.  They 
are  both  thoroughgoing  wide-awake  business  men, 
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and  are  very  popular. 

William  Boyd,  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of 
Boyd  A Bro. , at  Cornersville.  Lincoln  County,  Ark., 
was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ala.,  on  April  18, 
ISO  I,  being  the  son  of  "William  and  Jeannett  AV. 
(Miller)  Boyd,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  His 
parents  were  married  in  South  Carolina  arid  moved 
to  Alabama,  locating-  in  Greene  County.  There  the 
mother  died  while  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a 
very  small  boy.  The  father  was  a merchant  and 
planter,  and  died  in  Lincoln  County  in  the  year 
1875.  lie  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
William  was  the  eighth  of  nine  children  born' to 
his  parents,  and  passed  his  youth  in  this  county, 
and  here  received  a fair  education.  His  first  busi- 
ness venture  was  farming,  but  in  1SS3  he  com- 
menced a mercantile  business  with  Robert  Boyd  as 
partner,  a partnership  which  still  continues  to  meet 
with  great  success.  He  was.  in  1S8G,  appointed 
justice  of  the  peace.  In  1883  Mr.  Boyd  married1 
Miss  Flora  Dodd,  daughter  of  William  P.  Dodd, 
and  they  have  been  blessed  with  three  children, 
viz.:  Jesse  B.,  Maggie  J.  and  William  H.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  are  members  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  the  former  is 
an  elder.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  belongs  to 
the  class  commonly  termed  " self-made  men."  hav- 
ing won  success  and  wealth  by  his  own  exertions, 
and  superior  judgment. 

A\  illiam  H.  Ah  Brickley,  planter  of  Bartholo- 
mew Township,  was  born  near  what  is  now  Lin- 
coln County.  August  9,  1858,  and  is  a son  of 
David  A . and  Ruth  (Jeckens)  Brickie v,  the  former 
of  wljom  died  while  t lie  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
very  young.  Being  left  by  himself  when  fourteen 
years  old,  an  elder  brother  sent  him  to  college, 
but  he  remained  there  only  three  weeks,  when  he 
left  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade.  After  reach- 
ing his  majority  he  took  a contract  for  and  built 
the  railroad  of  Johnstown,  Penn., which  suffered  such 
severe  damages  during  the  recent  flood.  In  1852 
he  came  by  boat  to  Arkansas,  landing  at  the  Doug- 
las plantation  in  Lincoln  County,  where  the  boat 
stuck  and  could  go  no  farther.  AH.  Brickley  at 
once  made  arrangements  to  build  the  present  levee 
where  the  Douglas  farm  is.  He  afterward  taught 
school  in  Drew  County.  About.  1851  lie  moved  to 
Drew  County,  where  he  lived  till  about  1859,  at 
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which  date  he  moved  to  Jefferson  County.  After- 
ward he  moved  to  Illinois  aud  in  different  points 
of  that  State  he  followed  different  professions, 
trying  almost  everything  that  promised  a hand- 
some income.  In  the  spring  of  1807  he  retained 
to  Pine  Bluff,  working  at  the  carpenter’s  trade 
until  1869,  and  at  that  time  became  manager  of  a 
mercantile  house.  In  1873  he  commenced  farm- 
ing in  Jefferson  County,  but  after  a few  years  re- 
turned to  Pine  Bluff.  In  1883  he  located  at  his 
present  home  in  Lincoln  County.  He  married 
AJ  iss  Jenkins,  daughter  of  Henson  and  Polly  A. 
Jenkins,  natives  of  Tennessee.  Airs.  Brickley 
died  September  11.  1870,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  married  again  in  1880  to  Aliss  Emma 
C. . daughter  of  James  and  Emma  Colbert.  Her 
parents  died  while  she  was  quite  young,  and  her 
life  was  passed  with  a brother  in  Lincoln. 

Alfred  Cogbill,  the  subject  of  the  present 
sketch,  is  a son  of  David  B.  and  Nancy  (Helling) 
Cogbill.  his  birth  occurring  in  Drew  County.  Jan- 
uary 10,  184-7.  The  family  moved  from  Missis- 
sippi to  Arkansas,  and  in  the  latter-named  .Stale 
Airs.  Cogbill  died,  and  her  husband,  after  mourn- 
ing her  loss  for  a time,  was  married  agaiu.  Soon 
after  his  second  marriage  he  located  in  what  is 
now  Lincoln  County,  Bartholomew  Township, 
where  he  depaited  this  life  in  1885.  His  wife 
died  in  1881.  Alfred  Cogbill  is  one  of  a large 
family  of  children  born  to  his  parents,  and  has 
besides  several  half  brothers  and  sisters.  He  was 
married,  in  1808,  in  Jefferson  County,  to  Alary 
Singleton,  daughter  of  Oswell  Singleton.  She 
died  in  1887,  and  on  December  2.  1888.  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  married  Aliss  Alaggie  Cunning- 
ham, daughter  of  J.  AI.  and  Elizabeth  Cunning- 
ham, now  of  Star  City,  and  pioneers  of  the  State 
of  Arkansas.  In  1871  Air.  Cogbill  settled  in  the 
woods,  and  proceeded  to  cultivate  the  land.  He 
is  to-day  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Lincoln 
County,  owns  a highly-improved  and  valuable 
farm,  and  is  very  popular  in  the  community  in 
which  he  resides.  In  politics  Air.  Cogbill  is  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  taking  a lively 
interest  in  all  the  movements  of  that  party.  The 
history  of  Lincoln  County  would  not  be  complete 
without  a sketch  of  this  worthy  gentleman,  who, 
by  means  of  his  unbounded  energy  and  perse- 
verance has  amassed  a fortune,  aud  achieved 
wonderful  success. 

Joyenx  Collins.  He  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch  is  an  old  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Lincoln  County,  Ark.  His  native  place  is  in  Giles 
County,  Tenn.,  being  born  there  August  5.  P'25. 
His  parents  were  AYilliam  D.  and  Sander  (Alorrisi 
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Collins,  both  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  To  them 
were  born  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living,  viz.  : Frances,  J ovens,  and  Maria  (wife  of 
Rufus  M.  Rogers).  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
spent  his  school  days  in  Mississippi.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  after  his  twenty-third  year, 
at  which  time  he  devoted  his  energy  and  attention 
to  farming.  In  1855  he  moved  to  Marion  County, 
* Ark.,  and  the  following  year  to  what  was  then 
Desha  County,  later  Drew  County,  and  now  Lin- 
coln County,  living  thus  in  the  same  house  and  in 
three  counties.  His  occupation  through  life  has 
been  farming,  and  at  one  time  be  had  a gin  and 
saw-mill.  During  the  late  war  Mr.  Collins  served 
long  and  faithfully  in  the  Confederate  army,  in- 
deed until  the  end  of  the  hostilities,  being  all  the 
time  in  active  service.  And  although  he  faced 
' danger  in  almost  every  possible  form,  he  was  never 
wounded  or  taken  prisoner.  In  1881  he  was 
elected  to  represent  Lincoln  County  in  the  Legis- 
lature, an  honor  that  he  appreciated,  and  a trust 
to  which  he -was  true.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Brown,  daughter  of  Robert  Brown. 
She  was  born  in  Cherokee  County,  Ala.,  in  1887. 
and  is  still  living.  To  them  Lave  been  born  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  alive,  viz.  : Eliza. 
Mary  E.  (wife  of  John  Searcy),  William,  Robert, 
John  1L,  Thomas  A.  Zachariah.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  and  bis  wife  and  Elizabeth  and  John  are 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  the  subject  is  a deacon.  He  is  a Royal  Arch 
Alason,  and  a Democrat.  Mr.  Collins'  farm  numbers 
340  acres  of  valuable  and  highly  improved  land, 
and  by  means  of  great  natural  ability  and  indus- 
try be  has  gained  a fortune  and  endeared  himself 
to  those  who  know  him.  In  the  whole  course  of 
his  business  career  be  has  never  been  sued,  nor  has 
he  sued  any  one.  He  is.  without  doubt,  one  of  the 
most  enlightened  men  in  the  whole  broad  State  of 
Arkansas,  and  does  all  in  his  power  to  advance 
every  worthy  cause.  The  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  in  17U7,  and  died  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi  in  1858.  The  mother  died  there  in 
] 852.  The  former  was  only  a young  man  when 
he  went  to  Gih-s  County.  Team,  and  in  that  county 
they  were  married  and  lived  until  1S36,  whenthev 
moved  to  Mississippi.  He  was  a farmer  and  a 
brick-mason  by  occupation.  He  figured  conspicu- 
ously in  the  Creek  War,  and  also  in  the  War  of 
1812,  under  Gen.  Jackson.  He  was  a son  of 
Thomas.  Collins,  who  died  in  Tennessee  when 
eighty-four  years  old,  and  who  was  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  from  beginning  to  end,  and  lighting 
bravely  and  well. 

William  N.  Collins,  a prominent  farmer  of 


Owen  Township,  Lincoln  County,  was  born  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi  on  December  12,  1856.  He 
is  a son  of  Zachariah  and  Nancy  ( White)  Collins, 
natives  of  7 irginia  and  Mississippi,  respectively. 
The  Collins  family  have  resided  in  Mississippi  for 
mauy  years,  and  trace  their  ancestors  back  for 
quite  a long  period.  In  1857  Zachariah  Collins, 
with  his  family,  moved  to  Arkansas  in  wagons,  lo- 
cating on  the  place  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  living  at  the  present  time.  Here  he  passed 
away  from  earthly  scenes  on  January  14,  1888, 
having  reached  his  sixtieth  year.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  also  a soldier 
in  the  late  war.  The  mother  of  William  N.  died 
in  1883.  Of  their  union  were  born  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown.  Mr.  Collins,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  commenced  life  for  himself 
when  he  was  twenty  years  old,  first  turning  his 
attention  to  farming,  and  in  1SS4-  he  engaged  in 
merchandise  at  Palmyra  in  company  with  his 
father  and  brother.  After  continuing  in  that  bus- 
iness for  one  year,  Mr.  Collins  sold  the  stock  of 
merchandise,  and  once  more  devoted  his  attention 
to  agriculture.  He  married  Miss  Margaret  E.  El- 
lington, daughter  of  M.  Ellington.  Their  union 
was  blessed  with  four  children,  viz.:  Robert  A.. 
Mary  Y. , Zachariah  and  Edgar  N.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Collins  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he 
belongs  to  the  Democratic  party. 

Randolph  C.  Crow,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Lincoln  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Barbour  County. 
Ala.,  on  January  16,  1845,  bein£  the  son  of 
Alathew  AI.  andAIelvi.ua  (Weaver)  Crow.  Alathew 
AI.  Crow  was  born  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 
While  a youth  he  moved  with  his  father  to  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  thence  to  Barbour  County, 
Ala.,  in  1842.  Aloving  from  that  point,  about  the 
year  1854.  to  Drew  County,  Ark.,  he  there  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  engaged  in  farming,  in 
which  he  was  very  successful.  His  sympathies  were 
with  the  South  daring  the  late  war.  The  father 
died  June  10.  1863,  and  the  mother  died  in  June. 
1865.  To  their  union  were  bom  six  children,  four 
of  whom  are  now  living,  viz. : Alary  (wife  of  Wiley 
A.  Seitzler),  Thomas  T. . R.  C. , and  Amanda  (wife 
of  John  W.  Brockman).  Those  dead  are  Alahala 
and  Ebineezer.  Randolph  spent  his  school  days  in 
Arkansas.  He  took  part  in  the  late  war,  surren- 
dering at.  Little  Rock.  Ark.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  Air.  Crow  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  an 
occupation  which  he  has  constantly  followed  up  to 
date,  in  which  he  has  been  very  successful.  He 
owns  some  line  farms,  which  are  well  improved  and 
managed  in  a most  judicious  manner.  In  1866  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  married  Aliss  Virginia  Hut- 
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son,  daughter  of  Lite  Hutson.  She  was  born  in 
Drew  County,  Ark.,  in  the  year  ISIS,  and  died  in 
Lincoln  County  in  1884.  Their  union  was  blessed 
with  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living: 
Yiola,  Ellen,  Lizzie,  Henry  C. , Thomas  M. , "Wal- 
ter R.  and  Via.  Mr.  Crow  married,  in  1S80.  Mrs. 
Ann  E.  Oneil,  and  to  them  was  born  one  child  — 
Amanda  M.  Mr.  Crow  is  a member  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church,  and  his  wife  belongs 
to  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  a member  of  the 
AY  heel,  a Mason,  a Democrat,  and  was  elected  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1S80,  and  re-elected  in 
1888,  which  office  he  still  holds.  Mr.  Crow  has 
taken  great  interest  in  the  subject  of  education  and 
the  public  schools  in  his  district,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  school  director  for  a term  of  twelve  years. 

E.  S.  Ellis,  partner  of  the  firm  of  Ellis  A 
Atkinson,  leading  merchants  of  Star  City,  Lincoln 
County,  Ark.  Truly  do  poets  and  writers  in  gen- 
eral dwell  long  and  enthusiastically  upon  the 
‘‘lives  of  great  men”  who  leave  behind  them 
“footprints  on  the  sand  of  time.”  And  to  this 
class  belongs  he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
He  was  born  in  the  State  of  Georgia  in  the  year 
1838,  and  is  a son  of  "William  and  Zilnhia  (Bryant) 
Ellis,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  raised  in  North 
Carolina  and  married  there.  Soon  after  their 
marriage  they  moved  to  Georgia,  locating  in  Hous- 
ton County  on  a farm,  and  in  ! 3 -IT  they  emigrated 
to  Mississippi,  settling  in  Holmes  County,  where 
the  widowed  mother  is  still  living.  To  them  were 
born  eight  children,  live  of  whom  are  living  at  the 
present  time.  E.  S.  is  the  second  child  of  the 
family,  and  received  his  early  training  in  Holmes 
County,  Miss.  Just  after  reaching  manhood's 
estate  he  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War,  Company  A. 
Thirty-eighth  Mississippi  Regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  Corinth,  Miss.,  Mr.  Ellis  was  shot  through  the 
left  limb  by  a minie-ball,  and  the  wound  proved 
very  severe,  resulting,  in  fact,  in  the  amputation  of 
the  limb.  This  was  done  by  the  Federals.  who 
had  captured  him,  and  when, well  enough  to  leave 
hospital  they  gave  him  a pass  through  the  Federal 
line  in  order  that  he  might  return  home.  Upon 
reaching  Holmes  County  he  completed  his  educa- 
tion with  a view  to  teaching,  and  after  two  years 
opened  a family  grocery.  In  1809  he  emigrated 
to  Arkansas,  locating  in  what  is  now  Lincoln 
County,  where  lie  taught  school  at  Branch viile 
until  1871 . In  that  same  year  he  moved  to  Two. 
in  the  same  county,  teaching  at  that  point  until 
1872,  at.  which  time  he  moved  to  Branch ville, 
where  he  again  entered  into  the  commercial  busi- 
ness. In  1875  Mr.  Ellis  came  to  Star  City,  and 
sold  goods  for  Mr.  J.  H.  Crawford  until  such  time 


as  ho  was  elected  treasurer  of  Lincoln  Count v in 
IS  dl,  and  re-elected  in  1878.  In  the  meantime  he 
commenced  a flourishing  family  grocery  business 
of  his  own,  and  afterward  bought  an  interest  in 
the  lirm  now  known  as  Ellis  & Atkinson,  drv 
goods.  Mr.  Ellis  married  Miss  Millie  Brantlev.  of 
Mississippi.  She  was  born  in  .1840,  dying  in  1881. 
Of  this  union  was  born  one  daughter,  Kiltie,  a 
very  accomplished  and  beautiful  young  lady.  In 
1885  the  subject  of  this  sketch  married  Mrs.  Bettie 
M.  Owens,  daughter  of  Alsey  Atkinson,  and  widow 
of  R.  Owens.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  are  devout  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he 
belongs  to  the  K.  of  H.  He  is  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Ellis  & Atkinson. 

Janson  S.  Fish  is  one  of  Lincoln  County’s 
leading  citizens,  and  was  born  in  Fairfield  Dis- 
trict. S.  C.,  on  August  23,  1820.  being  the  son  of 
Elias  and  Cynthia  (McKance)  Fish,  natives  of 
New  York  and  South  Carolina,  respectively.  The 
father  came  from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  set- 
tling in  South  Carolina,  and  after  his  marriage 
moved  first  to  Georgia,  and  later  to  Alabama,  then 
to  Mississippi,  back  to  Georgia,  and  finally  to 
Texas,  about  1855,  where  1m  died.  Janson  spent 
bis  school  days  in  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Missis- 
sippi, and  when  twenty-one  years  old  commenced 
fanning  for  himself.  He  located  in  Arkansas  in 
1S5(».  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  He  en- 
tered 1 (30  acres  of  land,  and  after  clearing  it  thor- 
oughly, began  a system  of  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation that  does  great  credit  to  his  superior 
judgment.  He  has  served  several  terms  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  During  the  late  war  he  served 
in  the  Confederate  army,  and  was  dismissed  at 
Marshall,  Tex.,  May  5,  1865.  after  engaging  in 
many  of  the  chief  battles  and  undergoing  the 
hardships  and  deprivations  necessary  to  a soldier’s 
life.  January  20,  1848,  he  married  Miss  Ann 

Eliza  Goings,  daughter  of  Drew  and  Elizabeth 
Goings,  and  of  this  union  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  are  still  living:  Eveline  E. . 
Charles  A..  John  AY..  Samuel  J , Eugene  A..  H. 
M. , Mary  J. , Mattie  Ann  and  Joseph  E.  Seven 
of  the  family  belong  to  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  the  father  is  a deacon.  One  of 
the  boys.  J.  W.  is  a Baptist  preacher. 

Floyd  P.  Fryar,  one  of  the  leading  citizens, 
wTas  born  near  where  he  now  farms,  on  December 
10.  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Cav- 
aness)  Fryar,  natives  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama, 
respectively.  They  came  to  Drew' County,  Ark., 
with  their  parents,  and  were  there  married.  The 
father  died  in  1 883 ; the  mother  is  still  living  with 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Both  were  faithful 
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and  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  father  was  a very  prominent  and  popu- 
lar man,  and  was  treasurer  in  Drew  County  for  sev- 
eral years.  He  was -a  Democrat  and  a Mason.  To 
| . them  were  born  Jive  children — two  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Four  of  them  are  now  living:  Mag- 
gie (Mrs.  Daniel  Glowers),  Lou,  Mollie,  and  the 
subject  of  the  sketch.  Floyd  passed  his  school 
days  in  Drew  County,  and  when  twenty-one  years 
old  commenced  farming  for  himself.  He  con- 
| tinues  in  this  occupation,  owning  a valuable  tract 
of  land,  which  is  excellently  well  cultivated.  His 
financial  success  has  been  great  indeed,  and  is 
largely  due  to  good  management  and  superior 
ability.  Mr.  Fryar  is  without  doubt  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  young  men  in  this  county.  The 
Fryar  family  is  of  English  descent,  and  trace  their 
ancestry  back  through  several  generations  of  pop- 
ular and  famous  ancestors.  The  history  of  a 
county  depending  chiefly  upon  the  citizens  who  re- 
side there  for  interest  to  the  reader,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  do  full  justice  to  the  glory  of  Lincoln 
County  without  giving  a sketch  of  Mr.  Fryar. 

Joseph  Garrett,  a popular  and  successful  planter 
and  merchant,  at  Sarassa,  was  born  in  Madison 
County,  Ala.,  March  7,  1844.  being  the  son  of 
Joseph  G.  and  'Ellen  (McCloud)  Garrett,  both  of 
whom  died  while  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
quite  a small  lad.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr. 
Garrett,  Sr.,  was  in  charge  of  an  iron  foundry,  at 
Utah  Landing,  Ala.  Joseph  is  the  seventh  of  the 
ten  children  born  to  his  parents,  and  is  the  only 
one  living  at  the  present  time;  indeed,  so  far  as  his 
knowledge  goes,  he  has  no  living  relatives.  After 
death  had  robbed  him  of  his  parents,  our  subject 
lived  .with  an  aunt  for  a few  years,  and  afterward 
came  with  his  uncle,  Lewis  G.  Garrett,  to  Arkan- 
sas, where  they  settled  in  Arkansas  County.  In 
1864  Joseph  Garrett  went  to  Texas,  settling  in 
Navarro  County,  where  he  volunteered  in  the  Con- 
federate service,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  in  1805.  He  returned,  in  1866.  to  this  State, 
locating  twenty  miles  from  Pine  Bluff,  and  while 
there  was  married  to  Miss  Lucilla  Kimbrough, 
daughter  of  Buckley  and  Susan  Kimbrough.  For 
the  past  ten  years  Mr.  Garrett  has  been  living  at 
Sarassa,  where  he  owns  a valuable  farm,  and  the 
! success  attained  in  the  brief  span  of  his  life  is  due 
chiefly  to  his  own  exertions.  Mrs.  Garrett  is  a 
| beautiful  woman,  and  possesses  much  grace  of 
manner  and  mind,  making  her  an  ornament  to  so- 
ciety and  a blessing  to  the  home  over  which  she 
reigns. 

James  H.  Grumbles,  planter,  of  Owen  Town- 
ship, Lincoln  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Dallas 


County,  Ala.,  in  1883.  He  is  a son  of  Jesse  Grum- 
bles, a native  of  Maryland,  who  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Kindle,  a native  of  South  Carolina.  The  par- 
ents of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  moved  to  Union 
County.  Ark.,  purchasing  a small  place,  upon  which 
he  lived  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1806,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and 
enjoys  excellent  health,  though  in  her  eightieth 
year.  Of  their  union  were  born  thirteen  children, 
twelve  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown.  Mr.  Grumbles 
served  in  the  late  war  without  receiving  injury  of 
any  kind,  but  owing  to  ill  health  was  compelled 
to  give  up  after  one  year.  He  was  married  in 
Union  County,  Ark.,  in  1855,  to  Miss  Martha  B. 
Cook,  who  died  May  2,  1864,  leaving  one  child. 
Mary  B.  (now  the  wife  of  John  M.  Owen).  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  again,  and  this 
time  to  Miss  Mary  E.  McCain,  of  Mississippi. 
The  marriage  took  place  in  Union  County,  where 
they  lived  until  after  the  war,  when  they  located 
in  their  present  place.  Mr.  Grumbles  owns  a valua- 
ble estate  that  is  splendidly  cultivated,  and  he  is 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and 
thoroughly  honorable  men  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  lie  is  a deacon.  In  1847. 
while  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  quite  a small 
boy,  he  joined  what  is  known  as  “Old  Town” 
Baptist  Church,  while  living  in  Alabama. 

Edward  J.  Hall,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Choc- 
taw Township,  Lincoln  County,  Ark.,  was  born  at 
Charleston,  S.  C. , in  1844.  He  is  a son  of  John 
S.  and  Elenora  Eugenia  De  Jaen  De  Bois  Thinnay 
Hall,  born,  respectively,  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
and  Nance,  France.  He  was  a lineal  descendant 
of  William  the  Conqueror  of  England,  and  was 
reared  in  Liverpool,  where,  in  company  with  a 
kinsman,  he  engaged  in  a wholesale  crockery  and 
grocery  business.  After  reaching  his  thirtieth 
year,  Mr.  Hall  came  to  the  United  States  to  see 
after  some  landed  estate  in  the  possession  of  his 
uncle,  at  Savannah,  Ga.  While  on  this  trip  he  met 
and  married  his  wife,  in  1827.  They  lived  in 

Georgia  until  about  1842,  at  which  time  thev 
“ . » 
moved  to  Charleston.  S.  C.,  to  secure  surgical  aid 

for  a son  who  had  been  seriously  injured  by  an 
accidental  explosion  of  gunpowder.  From  that 
point  they  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  line 
Bluff.  They  settled  in  a complete  wilderness,  but 
proceeded  at  once  to  cultivate  the  land  after  a most 
advanced  way.  He  was  a man  of  tine  talent,  and 
excellent  business  qualities.  The  mother  also  be- 
longed to  a distinguished  family,  and  was  a lady 
of  unusual  culture.  Edward  is  the  eighth  child 
of  the  family  born  to  this  union.  He  served  a 
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short  time  in  the  Confederate  army,  enlisting  in 
; 1864,  but  was  taken  sink  and  released  from  duty. 

He  married.  November  26,  1868,  Susan  A.  Wood, 
a daughter  of  Jesse  and  Llizabeth  Wood,  who 
came  from  Mississippi  to  Arkansas,  in  1855. 

Joseph  L.  Hunter.  Among  the  various  occupa- 
tions that  claim  the  energies  and  attention  of  man- 
kind, there  is  none  more  replete  with  dignity,  inde- 
pendence and  freeness  of  life  than  that  of  tilling  the 
soil.  The  history  of  Lincoln  County  recounts  the 
successes  of  many  prominent  men  who  have  followed 
this  occupation,  and  chief  among  these  stands  he 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  is  a son  of  J oseph 
L.  Hunters,  and  was  born  in  Noxubee  County, 
Miss.,  February  28,  1835.  The  Hunter  family  is 
of  English  descent,  tracing  their  ancestors  back 
for  several  generations,  and  being  at  all  times  noted 
for  strict  integrity.  The  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  in  1801,  in  North  Carolina, 
being  a son  of  David  Hunter  and  grandson  of  Isaac 
Hunter.  Of  their  ancestry,  three  brothers  came  to 
the  United  States  from  England,  settling  in  Vir- 
ginia. Joseph  L.  Hunter,  Sr.,  moved  to  Tennesse 
I when  a lad,  with  his  father,  locating  in  Maury 
County,  and  again,  in  1824,  moved  to  Perry  County, 
Ala.,  where  he  remained  until  1833,  at  which  time 
he  changed  his  dwelling  place  to  Noxubee  County. 
Miss.  He  married  Miss  Susan  Stewart,  a native 
of  Tennessee,  who  was  born  in  1809,  and  died  in 
1865.  The  family  continued  to  reside  in  Missis- 
sippi until  the  death  of  the  father.  He  was  de- 
voted to  his  wife  and  children,  and  a most  pros- 
perous farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  The  fruit 
of  his  union  with  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  the 
sketch  was  nine  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  be 
grown,  and  five  of  whom  are  still  living.  Joseph 
L.  Hunter  was  the  fifth  child  of  the  family.  After 
graduating  in  a full  course  at  Harvard  College.  Ala., 
iu  1855,  he  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1S5S.  He  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  army  in  the  sp-rina1  of 
1862,  serving  faithfully  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
His  experience  during  these  years  was  extremely 
interesting.  He  was  wounded  at  Pilot  Knob.  Mo. , 
by  a piece  of  .'hell;  was  with  Gen.  Price,  iu  Sep- 
tember and  October,  1864.  on  his  raid  from  Ar- 
kansas through  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Indian  Ter- 
ritory. He  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant,  and 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  war  was  often  in  com- 
mand of  his  company.  At  the  close  of  the  war, 
Mr.  Hunter  returned  to  his  farm,  on  Bayou  Bar- 
tholomew (near  his  present  home),  where  for 
twenty-six  years  he  dwelt  surrounded  by  plenty. 
In  the  year  1884  he  took  possession  of  the  estate,  and 
built  the  lovely  home  where  he  resides  at  present. 


near  Star  City.  He  married  Miss  Lucy  J.  Hudson, 
daughter  of  James  A.  Hudson,  March  26,  1861. 
Of  this  union  were  born  live  children,  viz. : Susie 
B.,  Charles  M. , Howard  L..  Ida  J.  and  Lucy  G. , 
of  whom  Charles  M.  and  Lucy  G.  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Lucy  J.  Hunter  died  December  27,  1887. 

Robert  J.  Irwin,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Lincoln  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Alabama,  May 
16.  1846.  He  is  the  son  of  D.  V . and  Sarah 
(Beaty)  Irwin,  natives  of  Georgia,  both  of  whom 
are  dead,  the  father  dying  in  Bradley  County, 
Ark.,  in  1872,  when  fifty-six  years  old;  the  mother 
dying  in  Lincoln  County,  Ark.,  in  1SS0,  being  at 
the  time  seventy  years  old.  They  were  married 
in  the  State  of  Georgia,  remaining  there  until 
1845,  when  they  moved  to  Alabama,  staying  there 
one  year,  and  then  locating  in  Bradley  County. 
Ark.  After  the  death  of  the  father,  the  mother 
came  to  Lincoln  County  with  her  children,  and  at 
the  date  of  his  death  was  living  with  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  the  father  a deacon  in  same. 
He  was  a life-long  Democrat,  and  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  in  Georgia  and  also  iu  Bradley 
County  for  many  years.  He  was  by  occupation  a 
farmer.  Of  their  union  were  born  thirteen  chil- 
dren, live  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  date, 
viz.:  James,  R.  J.,  T.  M. , Mary  Malinda  (wife  of 
A.  D.  Pagan),  Nancy  AY.  (who  is  now  Airs.  R.  M. 
Crawford).  The  subject  of  this' sketch  spent  his 
youth  in  Bradley  County,  Ark. . and  in  1864 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army.  He  served 
fourteen  months,  being  in  the  battles  of  Poison 
Springs,  Mark's  Mill  and  others.  When  peace  was 
once  more  restored  throughout  the  broad  limits  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Irwin  turned  his  attention 
to  farming,  an  occupation  which  he  has  continued 
to  follow  up  to  the  present  date.  In  1874  he 
moved  to  Lincoln  County,  locating  on  Bayou 
Bartholomew,  where  he  worked  for  wages.  He 
rented  land  from  1875  to  1879,  and  in  1883  pur- 
chased a valuable  estate,  upon  which  he  now  lives. 
On  January  13,  18S7.  he  married  Mr-.  Patsy  A. 
Collins,  daughter  of  William  J.  Bowles,  and  widow 
of  Mat  Collins.  She  was  born  in  Virginia,  August 
9.  1 815.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  one  daughter. 
Lela.  Mr.  Irwin  is  a member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  He  is  a Democrat  aod  a Mason. 
In  1888  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  and  successful  men  this 
county  has  ever  had  the  pleasure  of  claiming. 

James  S.  Johnson.  Truly  lias  it  been  said, 
“the  good  men  do.  lives  after  them."  and  the- his- 
tory of  a country,  State  or  county  must  perforce 
depend  upon  the  record  of  the  prominent  citizens 
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for  interest  to  the  general  reader.  Everybody  is 
more  or  less  glad  to  bear  of  a truly  successful 
career,  and  it  is  to  this  class  of  men  that  the  world 
owes  its  present  commercial  development.  Chief 
among  them  ranks  he  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Chester  District.  S.  C. , 
December  17,  18>J7,  and  is  a son  of  William 
B.  and  Eliza  F.  (Rowell)  .Johnson,  natives  of  South 
Carolina  and  North  Carolina,  respectively.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  her 
son.  She  was  born  in  IS  18:  the  father  was  born 
in  1810,  and  died  in  this  county  on  January  20, 

I 1879.  They  lived  in  South  Carolina  until  1S50, 
at  which  time  they  moved  to  Marshall  County, 
Miss.,  afterward  locating  in  Lincoln  County,  then 
known  as  Drew  County,  Ark.  He  was  a farmer, 
and  later  in  life  took  up  the  practice  of  medicine 
I most  successfully.  They  were  both  members  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  he  was  in  the 
declining  years  of  his  career  a Baptist  minister, 
having  been  licensed  to  preach  in  1870.  He  was 
a Mason,  having  taken  the  Royal  Arch  degrees; 
he  was,  besides,  a Democrat.  During  the  late  war 
he  figured  prominently  in  the  Confederate  troops, 
and  was  in  the  battle  of  Bowling  Green,  Ky.  This 
family  is  of  Irish  descent,  and  trace  their  ancestors 
back  through  generations  of  famous  men.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom 
j . are  living  at  this  date,  viz.  : James  S.  (the  subject 
of  the  present  sketch),  Jane  McCrady  (the  wife  of 
D.  J.  McKinney,  ex-representative  of  Bradley 
County),  and  Thomas  J.  Y.  Mr.  Johnson  spent 
bis  school  days  in  Chester  District.  S.  C.,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  Mississippi  in  1850,  and 
in  i860  to  this  county,  where  he  has  continued  to 
reside,  with  the  exception  of  a short  time.  In 
1802  he  enlisted  in  Col.  Morgan's  regiment  in  the 
Confederate  army,  and  fought  in  many  of  the  chief 
battles.  Since  that  time  he  has,  by  means  of  in- 
dustry and  good  management,  amassed  quite  a 
fortune,  and  is  a highly  respected  business  man. 
He  owns  an  estate  of  820  acres  of  valuable  land, 
which  is  well  cultivated.  He  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace  in  1881.  serving,  several  years.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Maggie  A.  Wallace  on  De- 
cember 5.  1800.  She  is  a daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  A\  allace.  and  her  birth  occurred  in  Ala- 
| • bama.  She  received  a splendid  education  at  Ox- 
-|  ford.  Miss.  To  them  were  born  one  child,  a son, 
II  enry  T.  Brown,  who  died  when  only  ten  months 
old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are  members  of  the 
j Missionary  Baptist  Church.  He  is  a Mason  of 
considerable  prominence,  and  is  politically  a Dem- 
ocrat. In  poi tit  of  fact,  few  men  have  ever  been 
more  universally  liked  and  respected  than  is  the 


i subject  of  this  sketch  throughout  the  entire  county 
! in  which  he  resides. 

-lames  P.  Jones,  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  i 
: of  Lincoln  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Hardeman 
; County,  Tenn..  on  September  17,  18-18,  and  is  a ! 
son  of  James  H.  and  Martha  J.  (Watkins)  Jones,  | 
natives  of  Virginia.  Both  of  them  died  in  Lincoln 
County,  Ark. . the  father  in  18(55  and  the  mother 
in  1888.  From  Virginia  they  moved  to  Tennessee, 
locating  in  Hardeman  County.  They  remained  in 
I Tennessee  until  1859.  and  at  that  time  located  in 
Arkansas  Comity.  Ark.,  on  the  Arkansas  River. 

In  a short  time  they  moved  to  Lincoln  County. 
The  father  was  a farmer  all  his  life,  and  was  very 
j successful  in  all  his  undertakings.  They  were  both 
! members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
was  a Mason  and  a Democrat,  and.  was  one  of  the 
most  highly  respected  men  in  the  county.  There 
were  born  to  them  eight  children — three  sons  and 
five  daughters  — three  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.  : 
William  E..  Emily  (wife  of  Dr.  Bells),  and  James  P. 

! The  latter  spent  his  school  days  in  this  county,  and 
after  his  father’s  death  took  care  of  and  provided 
for  his  mother  and  sister.  In  1870  he  commenced 
for  himself  as  a farmer.  In  1885  he  purchased 
700  acres  of  land,  and  this  is  in  an  excellent  state 
i of  cultivation.  Air.  Jones  is  a man  of  energy  and 
ability,  and  occupies  an  elevated  position  in  the 
estimation  of  his  neighbors  and  friends.  In  1870 
: Air.  Jones  married  Miss  Alollie  Davidson  of  this 
county,  arid  their  union  has  been  blessed  by  seven 
children,  viz.:  James  AW,  Joseph  J..  Cassandrew, 
Alartba,  Ida,  Emma  and  Cleveland.  He  was 
1 elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1884,  and  held  that 
j office  for  two  terms.  He  is  a member  of  the  Aletli- 
; odist,  Episcopal  Church,  and  a strong  Democrat. 

Napoleon  B.  Kersh.  Nothing  is  more  generally 
interesting  to  people  than  an  account  of  one  who 
| by  ability  and  superior  judgment,  has  achieved 
I fame  and  fortune..  Therefore  the  history  of  a 
county  must,  perforce,  contain  descriptions  of  such 
, men  as  he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  is  one 
; of  the  leading  citizens  of  Lincoln  County,  and  highly 
respected  by  neighbors,  friends  and  acquaintances 
| in  that  section  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  His  birth 
took  place  in  Chester  District.  S.  C. . on  June  19. 

18  19,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  John  Jacob  and  Hannah 
F.  (Cornwell)  Kersh.  natives  of  South  Carolina. 
The  family  are  of  German  descent.  The  grand- 
1 father  of  our  subject  came  from  Germany,  settling 
in  South  Carolina.  John  J.  Kersh  was  a graduate 
of  the  University  of  New  York,  also  attended  eol- 
: lege  in  Philadelphia,  studying  medicine.  He  prac- 
ticed his  profession  in  South  Carolina  from  I M2 
i until  1859,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  Arkansas. 
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settling  iu  this  neighborhood,  and  turning  his  at- 
tention to  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  farming  at 
the  same  time.  He  died  in  187(3,  when  about 
sixty-nine  years  old.  The  mother  is  still  living 
with  her  son  Napoleon.  She  is  a devout  and 
earnest  Christian,  and  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
passed  his  school  days  in  Arkansas,  and  commenced 
working  for  himself  in  18  <5.  by  giving  his  time 
and  attention  to  farming.  He  owns  a valuable 
estate  of  3.500  acres,  well  cultivated,  and  yielding 
a splendid  crop  eacli  season.  He  has  been  justice 
of  the  peace  at  various  times.  January  15,  1874, 
Mr.  lversh  married  Miss  Mildred  G.  Watson, 
daughter  of  James  Watson,  and  who  was  born  in 
Chester  District,  S.  C.,  in  1857.  To  this  union 
were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  Minnie  Z., 
Dixie  L.,  Mildred  1. , Hattie,  Ivy,  Garland  and 
Grady  are  all  living.  Mr,  Kersh  is  a member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and  his  wife 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

'William  C.  Kimbro,  41.  D.  In  tracing  the 
footsteps  on  the  sand  of  time  left  by  great  men, 
the  name  of  William  C.  Kimbro  has  a prominent 
place.  He  not  only  adds  credit  to  the  county  in 
which  he  resides  by  means  of  his  business  ability 
and  marked  success  along  that  line,  but  is  also  a 
very  popular  physician  at  Tyro,  Ark.  The  par- 
ents of  this  gentleman  were  James  and  Elizabeth 
P.  ( Ray)  Kimbro,  both  of  whom  owed  their  nativity 
; to  North  Carolina,  and  died  in  that  State.  The 
father  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  The  mother 
belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  by  the 
example  of  her  consecrated  Christian  life,  gave  to 
her  children  the  principles  of  true  nobility  and 
firmness  of  character  which  never,  under  any  cir- 
i cumstat) ces,  fail  to  reap  good  results.  The  fam- 
ily were  of  Scotch  descent,  and  of  their  union  were 
born  six  children,  live  of  whom  are  living  at  the 
present  time.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the 
third  child,  and  the  only  son.  He  passed  his 
school  days  in  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  attend- 
ing school  at  the  Madison  Male  Institute,  and  hav- 
ing reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine.  In  1855  he  located  at 
Weston,  Ga.,  in  which  place  he  pursued  the  prac- 
tice of  his  chosen  profession  for  a period  of  two 
years,  when  on  account  of  his  ill  health  he  was 
obliged  to  seek  recuperation  by  rest  and  travels. 
During  the  next  two  years  he  visited  a great  many 
cities,  towns  and  places,  and  as  lie  had  opportuni- 
ty associated  with  the  physicians  of  the  various  lo- 
cations. availing  himself  of  whatever  information 
could  be  had.  In  this  way  he  did  not  neglect  to 
improve  himself  in  his  profession.  In  1800  he 


came  to  Drew  County,  Ark.,  and  made  Collins  his 
home,  boarding  with  the  late  Hon.  Benjamin  Col- 
lins of  that  place.  During  the  late  war  Dr.  Kim- 
bro served  for  a short  time,  at  the  beginning,  in  the 
Confederate  army,  in  the  Third  Arkansas  Infantry, 
but  on  account  of  extreme  bad  health , he  was  dis- 
charged. After  a few  months'  treatment  and  rest, 
though  not  quite  recovered  as  to  his  health,  he 
returned  to  Arkansas,  where-  lie  was  strongly  so- 
licited and  largely  petitioned  by  the  citizens  of 
those  townships  named  Bearhouse  in  Drew  and 
Ashley  Counties  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine to  supply  the  great  need  that  had  been 
created  by  the  absence  of  so  many'  young  and 
patriotic  physicians  who  had  gone  to  the  war, 
from  that  county.  Seeing  he  was  held  in  sin- 
cere esteem,  he  consented  to  their  request,  with 
a determination  to  do  the  best  he  could,  and 
with  this  determination  and  the  regaining  of 
better  health,  he  proved  adequate  to  the  demand. 
In  a short  time  Dr.  Kimbro  so  endeared  himself  to 
the  people  that  to  this  day  he  is  affectionately  re- 
membered by  those  living  in  that  part  of  Drew  and 
Ashley  Counties  in  those  perilous  days.  After  the 
close  of  the  war  he  located  at.  Midway,  and  con- 
tinued to  practice  from  that,  place  until  the  autumn 
of  1SS3,  a period  of  nearly  seventeen  years.  Dur- 
ing all  this  time  he  kept  the  confidence  and  held 
the  practice  of  the  people,  being  the  family  physi- 
cian and  friend  of  over  120  families,  eighty  of 
whom  did  not  call  any  other  physician  during  this 
long  time,  so  far  as  known.  His  patrons  lived  in 
only  partly  settled  country,  and  they  were  scat- 
tered over  a large  territory  one  to  teu  miles  in 
every  direction,  and  it  required  a total  travel  (and 
it  was  mostly  accomplished  on  horseback)  of  over 
8,000  miles  annually  to  visit  them  when  sick.  The 
number  of  sick  persons  visited  and  treated  were 
more  than  400  every  year;  the  remuneration  for 
services  was  but  little  more  than  expenses,  yet  the 
Doctor  has  a pleasant  sensation  that  the  one  grand 
desire  and  purpose  of  his  life  to  do  good  to  his 
fellow-man  has  to  some  extent  been  accomplished. 
He  also  spent  two  years  at  Mouticello,  where  he 
enjoyed  a lively  practice.  He  then,  in  188(3.  set- 
tled in  Tyro,  where  he  has  had  a good  patronage 
from  the  first.  He  had  attended  the  medical  col- 
lege at  Augusta,  Ga. , in  1854-55,  and  in  lbs:>- 
84  attended  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons at  St.  Louis,  where  he  received  a diploma. 
Success  crowned  his  efforts  in  the  medical  profes- 
sion from  the  commencement,  and  he  has  always 
held  a high  position  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  Dr.  Kimbro  has  devoted  some  attention 
to  farming,  and  is  the  owner  of  3(j(>  acres  of  land 
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in  Drew  County,  sixty  acres  of  which  are  in  an  ex- 
cellent state  of  cultivation.  He  also  owns  about, 
forty  acres  near  Tyro,  Lincoln  County,  over  half 
of  which  is  in  cultivation.  Here  he  teaches  his 
sons  the  science  and  art  of  fanning  when  out  of 
school.  On  January  S,  1863,  he  married  Miss 
Lou  J.  Pritchard  of  Drew  County,  Ark.  She  has 
been  the  faithful  partner  of  all  his  joys 
and  sorrows,  and  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren. six  of  whom  are  living:  Barton  T. . 

John  W.,  Annie  L.,  Charlie  H , Haywood  A.  and 
Silas  O.  Those  dead:  Eula  J.,  Eugean  K.  and 
Claud.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  the  former  is 
an  elder  of  the  same,  being  called  to  ordination  by 
Mount  Olive  Regular  Baptist  Church  of  Christ, 
Ashley  County,  Ark.,  of  which  he  was  a mem 
her.  He  was  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  on 
the  fourth  Lord’s  day  in  May,  A.  D.  1870,  and 
for  more  than  ten  years,  while  at  Midway  and 
Monticello,  he,  in  addition  to  his  practice  as  a 
physician,  labored  in  the  ministry,  preaching 
once  and  often  twice  a day.  as  many  as  half  of  the 
Sabbaths  and  Saturdays  before.  As  a preacher, 
he  has  a peculiar  way  of  his  own  to  deliver  his 
messages,  which  is  attractive.  He  presents  forcibly 
and  earnestly  the  teachings  of  God’s  Word,  taking 
the  whole  Bible  as  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith 
and  practice.  tie  is  held  in  high  regard  among 
his  brethren,  as  a correct  Christian,  orthodox 
preacher  of  the  gospel,  a sound  teacher  of  the 
Bible.  In  a word,  he  is  a good  preacher,  and  the 
people  like  to  hear  him,  and  a respectable  number 
have  been  called  to  Christ  and  added  to  the  church 
through  his  ministry.  Of  late  years,  finding  it 
was  too  great  a strain  on  his  constitution,  he  does 
not  preach  often,  devoting  his  time  almost  entirely 
to  the  study  and  practice  of  medicine.  He  is  also 
a Mason  in  good  standing,  having  done  consider- 
able work  in  that  line.  Such  being  his  claims  to 
popularity,  it  will  readily  impress  itself  upon  the 
reader’s  miud,  that  he  merits  the  good-will  and 
esteem  received  from  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of 
his  acquaintance.  In  person,  Dr.  Kitnbro  is  six 
feet  three  inches  high,  weighs  about  155  pounds, 
has  a high  forehead  and  large  blue  eyes,  and 
though  not  handsome,  is  good  looking,  with  a 
bright,  open  countenance,  and  when  in  his  presence 
one  is  at  once  impressed  that  he  is  a man  of  will 
power,  judgment  and  principle,  upon  whom  de- 
pendence can  be  placed.  This  brief  sketch  of  Dr. 
Kitnbro  and  his  work  will  give  some  idea  of  what 
life  is  and  what  man  can  do.  These  historic  facts 
have  left  little  space  for  further  remarks,  but  we 
will  not  omit  noting  that,  although  somewhat  defi- 


cient in  financial  ability,  excellent  taste,  mature 
judgment  and  professional  tact  have  been  displayed 
during  all  these  busy  years  by  this  hard-working 
doctor. 

Stephen  J.  Lowdermilk.  of  Choctaw  Township, 
Lincoln  County,  Ark.,  is  the  subject  of  the  present 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Marshall  County.  Miss., 
in  1845.  being  a son  of  Jacob  and  Lenora  Lowder- 
; milk,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  is  1845.  He  was 
1 married,  January  '46,  1864,  to  Zella,  daughter  of 
Lemuel  K.  and  Tampa  Lockhart,  of  North  Caro- 
lina. Mrs.  Lowdermilk  passed  from  the  scene  of 
her  earthly  happiness  in  J 884,  and  in  the  following 
year  the  subject  of  this  sketch  married  Mrs.  Fannie 
Azbell,  daughter  of  Robert  M.  and  Kizzie  C.  Pope. 

; Mr.  Lowdermilk  figured  in  many  of  the  promi- 
: nent  battles  and  minor  skirmishes  during  the  Civil 
M ar,  and  was  for  a time  imprisoned  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his 
family  at  Jefferson  County,  where  they  continued 
to  reside  until  the  year  1868,  when  they  moved  to 
what  is  now  Lincoln  County.  Mr.  Lowdermilk  is 
quite  popular  in  political  circles,  as  well  as  being 
considered  a first-class  business  man,  and  has  been 
deputy  sheriff  for  a number  of  years.  Besides, 

, he  has  been  several  times  elected  justice  of  the 
peace.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowdermilk  are  devout  and 
! faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

James  Martin  Lyle  was  born  in  Drew  County. 
Ark. , October  44,  1855,  and  he  is  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Sarah -M.  (Knox)  Lyle,  natives  of  Ireland  and 
I Illinois,  respectively.  The  father  was  born  in  Ire- 
land in  1817.  coming  to  the  United  States  when  an 
infant  with  his  parents.  They  located  in  Illinois, 

! and  in  that  State  he  continued  to  reside  after  his 
marriage.  In  1851  he  moved  to  Tennessee,  and 
from  that  point  to  Drew  County,  Ark.,  where  he 
still  lives.  The  mother  died  in  1862,  and  the 
father  married  Mrs.  Duncan,  of  Bradley  County, 
Ark.  To  his  first  marriage  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  writ- 
ing, viz.:  M’illiam  H. , Mary  P.  (Mrs.  George 
Thomas),  James  M.  and  Thomas  B.  Those  dead 
are  John  K.,  David.  Franklin.  Martha  Jane,  Eliza- 
beth C.  and  an  infant.  By  his  last  marriage  there 
have  been  two  children:  Isabella  (who  is  dead),  and 
Lula  (wife  of  J.  A.  Bishop).  James  Martin  Lyle 
spent  his  school  days  in  Drew  and  Lincoln  .Coun- 
ties, and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  commenced 
farmiug  for  himself,  an  occupation  in  which  he 
continued  until  1879,  when  he  entered  the  employ 
of  L.  C.  Gammill  as  salesman,  and  in  1883  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  formed  a partnership  with 
his  former  employer.  He  has,  since  the  death  of 
Mr.  Gammill,  formed  a.  partnership  with  M.  J. 
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Mead,  and  he  is  now  connected  with  H.  W.  Cope 
land  in  the  gin  business.  August  80,  iSSo,  Mr. 
Lyle  married  Miss  Nettie  B.  Gammill,  daughter  of 
L.  C.  Gammill.  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
children,  viz.  : Thomas  S.  and  Georgie.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  has  been  postmaster  at  Garnett 
since  1SS7.  He  is  a member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a deacon.  He 
is  also  a member  of  the  Wheel,  and  belongs  to  the 
Democratic  party. 

Charles  H.  Lyman,  a description  of  whose  life 
claims  attention  in  this  sketch,  is  treasurer  of  Lin- 
coln County,  and  a prosperous  merchant  of  Star 
City,  in  that  county.  He  was  born  in  Madison, 
Wis. , in  1841,  and  is  a son  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah 
(Keene)  Lyman,  natives  of  Vermont  and  New  York, 
respectively,  and  who  were  married  in  Wisconsin, 
in  1840.  The  father  was  an  editor  and  publisher 
of  considerable  note:  born  a Puritan,  lived  the  life 
of  a Puritan,  and  died  a Puritan.  From  Madison, 
Wis.,  the  family  moved  to  a place  near  Fall  River, 
and  in  1850  to  Chicago,  where  the  father  worked 
in  the  Chicago  Journal  office.  The  family  next 
settled  in  Elgin.  111.,  where  he  published  a paper 
called  the  Palladium.  From  there,  in  1857,  they 
moved  to  Kansas.  Charles  is  the  eldest  of  the 
eleven  children  born  to  bis  parents,  and  moved 
with  them  to  Kansas,  following  printing  as  a trade 
until  he  enlisted  in  the  war,  in  1861.  He  served 
through  the  war  faithfully  and  well,  reaching  the 
degree  of  second  lieutenant.  When  peace  was  once 
more  restored  throughout  the  broad  boundaries  of 
the  States,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  located  in 
what  is  now  Lincoln  County,  giving  his  attention 
to  agriculture.  He  married  Miss  Ella  41.  Sanders, 
in  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Of  this  union  have  been  four- 
teen children,  ten  of  whom  are  still  living.  The 
history  of  the  county  is  largely  dependent  upon  the 
successes,  business  ventures,  and  general  popular- 
J itv  of  those  citizens,  who.  because  of  their  natural 
ability  to  please,  and  superior  judgment,  are  given 
prominent  places  in  the  public  affairs.  Therefore 
tho  sketch  of  Mr.  Lyman  is  of  almost  inestimable 
value  to  the  history  of  Lincoln  County,  where  he  is 
so  deservedly  esteemed  and  admired. 

R.  C.  McBryde.  There  is  no  one  point  in  the 
history  of  any  State  or  count}  that  possesses  so 
much  interest  for  the- general  reader  as  a sketch  of 
the  lives  of  the  great  men  who  make  it  their  home. 
Therefore,  because  of  this  fact,  a history  of  Lin- 
colu  County  would  be  incomplete  without  the  name 
and  life  of  him  whose  name  appears  above.  Mi’. 
McBryde  has  for  some  time  followed  farming  as  a 
profession,  achieving  in  this  line  of  industry 
marked  success,  and  the  wealth  that  accompanies 


same.  He  resides  in  Owen  Township,  Palmyra  post- 
office,  in  this  county,  and  is  prominent  among  the 
gentlemen  who  have  given  to  the  State  of  Arkansas 
her  enviable  reput  ation  for  wealth  and  splendid  es- 
tates. His  birth  occurred  in  Tippah  County,  Miss., 
near  Union,  on  February  4,  1852,  and  he  is  a son 
of  Alexander  and  Sarah  McBryde,  natives  of  one 
of  the  Carolinas.  There  they  were  married,  and 
afterward  moved  to  Alabama,  where  they  lived  sev- 
eral years.  From  that  State  they  moved  to  Mis- 
sissippi, where  It.  C.  was  born.  They  were  of 
Irish  descent,  the  great-grandparents  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  came  from  Ireland,  settling  in 
the  United  States  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  The  family  emigrated  to  Arkansas  in 
i860,  locating  near  Helena,  on  the  day  of  the  pres- 
idential election,  and  later  settled  on  the  place 
where  R.  C.  McBryde  resides  at  the  present  time, 
and  where  the  father  died  in  1862.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  fhe  mother  living 
until  1885,  at  which  time  she  passed  away  to  her 
final  resting-place,  a devout  and  lovely  Christian 
woman,  and  a member  of  the  same  church  to 
which  her  husband  belonged.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  who  lived 
to  be  grown,  and  six  of  whom  are  living  at  the 
present  writing.  The  eldest  daughter  is  dead: 
Martha  A.,  died  in  1880.  Those  living  are  E.  P. . 
H.  P. , Amelia,  Catherina.  Euphemia  and  R.  C. 
R.  C.  McBryde,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is 
the  youngest *and  attained  his  majority  after  com- 
ing to  Arkansas  on  the  place  where  he  has  since 
lived.  Two  of  the  sons  served  in  the  late  war:  E. 
P.  and  H.  P , the  latter  being  in  nineteen  regular 
battles  without  receiving  any  personal  in  jury  what- 
ever, hut  lost  his  voice  for  about  six  months, 
though  from  what  cause  it  was  never  known.  At 
the  time  of  bis  father’s  death,  R.  C.  McBryde  took 
charge  of  the  home  place.  On  December  13. 
1877.  lie  married  Miss  Amanda  Newton,  a native 
of  Arkansas,  being  born  in  what  is  now  Lincoln 
County,  but  what  was  at  that  time  known  as  Drew 
County.  She  was  a daughter  of  C.  \Y.  Newton, 
who  came  from  his  native  State  of  Mississippi  to 
Arkansas  in  1858,  settling  in  Drew  County.  Both 
of  her  parents  are  dead,  and  she  alone  of  all  the 
family  is  now  living.  The  other  sister,  Julia, 
died  while  quite  a young  lady  about  the  year 
1880.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McBryde  have  been  born 
four  children,  viz. : Charles,  Clinton.  Cub  and 
Julia.  Both  of  the  parents  are  members  of  tbe 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  Mr.  McBryde  belongs 
to  the  -4.  F & A.  M.  No.  256.  of  Star  City,  and 
also  to  the  Agricultural  Wheel.  He  is  a strong 
Democrat  in  politics.  He  owns  a valuable  estate 
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of  400  acres  that  is  well  cultivated.  In  .short-,  to 
sum  up  the  whole  truth  briefly,  he  ranks  among 
the  most  popular,  successful  and  cultured  gentle- 
men in  the  county  of  Lincoln  and  the  State  of 
Arkansas. 

J.  K.  McClain,  M.  D.  Prominent  among  the 
leading  physicians  of  Lincoln  County  stands  he 
whose  name  is  seen  above.  He  is  largely  in- 
terested in  mercantile  business,  but  having  ac- 
cumulated a fortune  has  retired  from  active 
practice  or  business  He  is  a son  of  Col.  Sam- 
uel S.  and  Elmira  (Godfrey)  McClain,  natives  of 
South  Carolina  and  North  Carolina,  respectively, 
and  his  birth  occurred  in  Leak  County,  Miss. , 
January  10,  1852.  After  several  different  moves 
the  family  settled  in  Arkansas  in  the  year  1857, 
Bradley  County,  and  afterward  changed  to  .Lin- 
coln County,  where  the  father  died  in  1884.  hav- 
ing reached  his  seventy- seventh  year.  The  mother 
is  st  ill  living,  making  her  home  with  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  To  them  were  born  eleven  children, 
of  whom  J.  K.  is  the  youngest.  He  passed  his 
school  days  in  Bradley  County,  Aik.,  and  in  1876 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  attending 
lectures  in  the  University  of  Louisiana,  and  after- 
ward engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Star 
City  with  Dr.  Anderson.  He  also  attended  the 
medical  college  at  Louisville,'  Ivy. , and  continued 
to  practice  most  successfully  until  he  retired  from 
active  life  in  easy  circumstances  with  reasonable 
wealth.  In  1880  Dr.  McClain  married  Miss  Anna 
Clary,  daughter  of  J.  TV.  and  Talitha  Clary,  who 
died  in  the  same  year.  On  November  24,  1881, 
he  was  again,  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mollie 
M.  Simmons,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  G.  and  Mary 
Simmons.  To  them  have  been  born  four  children, 
two  of  whom  are  living,  viz. : John  G.  and  Myrtle 
E.  Dr.  McClain  and  wife  are  both  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
is  a Master  Mason  and  a life-long  Democrat.  Al- 
though he  has  retired  from  business,  he  is  fre- 
quently consulted  by  physicians  from  the  sur- 
rounding counties  because  of  his  superior  learn- 
ing. 

E.  M.  MeGehee,  attorney  at  law  at  5 arner. 
Lincoln  County,  Ark.,  is  the  subject  of  the  present 
sketch,  and  a description  of  the  birth,  occupation 
and  successes  of  prominent  men  being  the  chief 
point  of  interest  in  the  history  of  any  county,  this 
volume  would  be  in  no  measure  complete  without 
the  life  of  Mr.  MeGehee.  His  birth  oceuned  at 
what  is  now  Cleveland  County,  in  the  year  1854. 
He  is  the  son  of  Madison  E.  and  Lucy  C.  (Merri- 
wether)  MeGehee,  who  were  of  Irish  descent,  and 
moved  from  Mississippi  to  Arkansas,  where  the 


father  was  a leading  planter  before  the  war.  Of 
the  nine  children  born  to  them,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  and  two  sisters  are  living  at  the  present 
date.  E.  M.  MeGehee  was  educated  at  a Lu- 
theran University  at  Greensboro,  Ala.,  and  in  1875 
graduated  with  honors  from  the  Classical  Depart- 
ment, of  Emery  and  Henry  College  with  the  degree 
of  A.  M.  After  six  years  spent  in  fanning  in  Lin- 
coln County,  Ark.,  Mr.  MeGehee  traveled  for  two 
years  through  California,  Colorado,  Utah,  Arizona, 
and  New  Mexico,  surveying  and  generally  prospect- 
ing, and  in  1884  returned  to  Lincoln  County.  In 
the  following  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  by 
the  Supreme  judges  of  the  Arkansas  court.  He 
lirs t practiced -his  profession  with  great  success  at 
Star  City,  and  upon  the  establishing  of  a Supreme 
Court  of  Justice  at  Varner,  removed  to  this  place, 
where  he  has  continued  to  reside  up  to  the  present 
time.  On  March  30,  1881.  Mr.  MeGehee  married 
Miss  Fannie  D.  Marks,  daughter  of  G.  M.  and 
Catherine  E.  Marks. 

Robert  G.  Mann,  farmer  of  Owen  Township, 
was  born  in  York  District,  S.  C. . and  is  a son  of 
Grief  Mann,  a cabinet-maker  of  York  village,  who 
located  in  South  Carolina  when  a youDg  man.  He 
was  of  English  descent,  and  learned  his  trade  in 
the  State  of  V irginia.  He  was  married  in  South 
Carolina  to  Miss  Rebecca  G.  Anderson,  and  died 
while  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  four 
years  old.  The  mother  continued  to  live  in  South 
Carolina,  her  native  State,  where  she  reared  her 
family  of  six  children,  and  finally  departed  this 
life  in  1800.  Robert  was  next  to  the  youngest 
child,  and  the  only  one  living  at  the  present  time. 
He  was  born  in  1836.  and  remained  with  his 
mother  only  a short  time  after  his  father’s  death, 
going  to  live  with  an  uncle.  Samuel  Anderson,  one 
of  South  Carolina’s  leading  men  and  captain  of 
militia  before  the  war.  He  remained  with  this 
uncle  until  he  reached  his  fifteenth  year,  at  which 
time  he  started  out  for  himself  by  learning  the 
blacksmith’s  trade.  However,  his  eyes  failing,  he 
hired  out  as  a farm  hand,  working  eight  months, 
with  the  privilege  of  attending  school  four  months. 
He  married  Miss  Sarah  J.  Bridges,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, in  1850,  and  the  same  year  moved  to  Tennes- 
see. locating  in  Wayne  County,  and  remaining 
there  three  years.  In  November.  1859,  he  re- 
turned to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Bradley  County, 
and  after  a year  moved  to  Jefferson  County,  where 
his  family  resided  until  after  the  war.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  entered  the  Confederate  army 
in  Company  D,  Twenty-sixth  Arkansas,  serving  to 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  wounded  at  Prairie 
Grove,  Ark.,  in  his  left  foot  bv  a minie-ball.  and 
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experienced  all  the  hardships  and  deprivations  of  a 
true  soldier’s  life,  and  was  discharged  at  Marshall, 
Tex.  After  the  war  he  located  in  Bradley  County. 
Ark.  His  wife  died  in  1863,  while  Mr.  Mann  was 
at  Fort  Smith  and  unable  to  get  home.  Again  in 
186S  lie  moved,  and  this  time  to  Arkansas,  settling 
in  what  is  now  Lincoln  County.  Mr.  Mann  was 
married  in  January  of  the  same  year  to  Mrs.  Alary 
Jolrnes,  a native  of  Wilkinson  County,  Ga.,  and  of 
this  union  were  born  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mann  are  members  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  he  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  lodge  of  Star  City  No.  250,  and  also 
to  the  Agricultural  "Wheel. 

Joseph  "W.  Mitchell.  Chief  in  rank  among 
the  “ great  men”  of  Lincoln  County,  Ark.,  stands 
he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  is  an  old 
and  prominent  citizen,  and  one  most  deservedly 
respected  and  beloved  throughout  the  community 
in  which  he  resides.  He  was  born  in  Tuscaloosa 
County,  Ala. , in  August  1830.  and  is  the  son  of 
Thomas  and  Almira  Isabella  (Cherry)  Mitchell,  na- 
tives of  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Georgia,  respect- 
ively. After  several  changes  in  hunting  a desirable 
location,  the  family  finally,  in  184S.  settled  in  Ar- 
kansas, in  what  is  now  Lincoln  County,  and  quite 
near  the  place  upon  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
now  lives.  Joseph  was  the  second  child  of  the 
four  now  living,  viz.:  Almira  J. , J.  W,  A.  J.  and 
Bathinia  (now  Airs.  W7.  Whitehead).  Joseph  passed, 
his  early  youth  partly  in  this  State  and  partly  in 
Alississippi,  and  when  seventeen  years  old  com- 
menced business  for  himself,  devoting  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  and  stock-raising,  an  occupation 
which  he  has  continued  to  follow  up  to  the  present 
time.  He  enlisted  in  the  late  war,  in  1861.  in  the 
Third  Arkansas  Infantry,  remaining  in  the  Con- 
federate service  until  peace  was  once  more  restored 
throughout  the  country.  In  the  year  1860  Mr. 
Mitchell  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Tryleth.  of  Chicot 
County,  Ark.  She  died  in  1S74,  and  to  them  were 
born  four  children,  viz.:  Mary  E.,  Joseph  E., 
Thomas  and  Co! in  Ann.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
married  Miss  Margaret  G.  Allen,  about  1876.  and 
of  this  union  have  been  born  five  children,  viz.  : 
Robert  A.,  Almira  James  "YV. . Margaret  Annie 
and  Befhima  A.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat. Mrs.  Mitchell  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

Luther  Owen,  the  man  whose  history  now 
claims  attention,  is  a wide-awake,  thoroughgoing 
merchant  of  Palmyra,  Lincoln  County,  Ark.,  and 
is  also  postmaster  of  that  place.  By  means  of  his 
prominent  positions  and  because  of  his  naturally 
agreeable  manners.  Mr.  Owen  has  won  for  him 
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self  an  immense  amount  of  praise  in  tho  commu- 
nity where  he  resides.  Pie  is  a son  of  Larkin  J. 
and  Permelia  A.  (Johnson)  Owen,  of  Alabama,  the 
date  of  his  birth  being  1S58.  The  family  came 
to  Arkansas,  about  1851,  from  Mississippi,  settling 
first  in  Drew  County,  upon  reaching  the  State,  the 
same  county  being  known  as  Lincoln  County  at 
the  present  time.  The  township  of  Owen  received 
its  name  from  this  illustrious  family.  The  father 
of  Luther  was  a prominent  physician,  following  his 
profession  until  his  health  failed.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1889,  when  he  had  arrived  at  his  seven- 
tieth year  in  the  journey  of  life,  and  the  beloved 
partner  of  In’s  joys  and  sorrows  died  about  the 
same  time,  being  at  the  season  of  her  death  sixty 
years  old.  Both  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  They  are  the  parents  of  niue  children, 
one  of  whom  is  a physician  at  Dixie,  Ark.,  and  six 
of  whom  lived  to  maturity.  Luther  Owen,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  received  a good  education, 
and  commenced  business  for  himself  in  1886,  by 
opening  a store,  in  which  he  kept  a line  of  general 
merchandise.  Pie  was  appointed  postmaster  in 
the  year  1887,  an  office  that  he  has  continued  to 
fill  most  satisfactorily  to  himself  and  the  community 
at  large.  He  united  his  fate  and  fortune  with  that 
of  Miss  Mattie  Fish,  daughter  of  J.  S.  and  Eliza 
Fish  of  this  county.  Of  this  union  has  been  born 
one  child,  Elmer.  Mrs.  Owen  is  a devout  and 
faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
Owen  ranks  very,  high  in  the  list  of  popular  men 
i in  his  district,  and  highly  merits  the  immense 
amount  of  good  luck  and  success  that  have  befal- 
| len  him,  .both  in  the  business  and  social  circles  to 
1 which  he  belongs. 

Dr.  Pleasant  H.  Pendleton,  practicing  physi- 
cian and  surgeon,  is  a son  of  Dr.  Samuel  II.  and 
Anna  (Baker)  Pendleton,  and  was  born  in  Salis- 
bury, N.  C. , in  1853.  The  father,  originally  from 
Amherst  County,  Ya. . attained  celebrity  by  his 
skill  and  learning  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and 
Arkansas,  and  was  well  prepared  to  guide  the 
mind  of  his  son  in  a channel  that  could  not  fail  to 
lead  to  good  results.  In  1859  the  family  moved 
to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Pendleton,  a place  named 
in  his  honor.  Bnt  death  soon  claimed  five  beloved 
wife  and  mother,  and  after  mourning  her  loss,  the 
father  was  married  again  to  Miss  Ellen  Douglas, 
i who  survived  him.  The  Pendletons  are  an  old 
and  highly  respected  family  for  many  generations 
1 back,  being  of  English  descent,  and  after  coming 
to  this  country,  making  a reputation  for  strict  in- 
tegrity and  natural  ability  in  all  communities 
where  they  resided.  The  maternal  grandfather. 
George  Lloyd  Baker,  was  of  English  descent,"  and 
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upon  his  arrival  in  America,  settled  in  Virginia. 
Dr.  Pleasant  Pendleton  was  educated  in  a most 
thorough  and  comprehensive  manner,  tirst  in  North 
Carolina,  then  spending  several  years  at  schools 
in  Philadelphia,  and  graduated  at  Calvert  College, 
near  Baltimore,  did.,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  In 
1875  he  graduated  from  the  Louisville  Medical 
College,  and  received  degrees  at  Central  Univer- 
sity at  Louisville.  Kv.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
served  in  the  city  hospital  of  that  city,  receiving 
this  honor  in  competitive  examination  with  the 
brightest  intellects  of  the  three  schools  of  the  city. 
In  1876  Dr.  Pendleton  returned  to  his  home  in 
Lincoln  County,  at  which  point  he  has  continued 
to  practice  most  successfully  up  to  the  present 
date.  Pie  married  Miss  Fannie  Moore,  of  Mound 
Grove,  Ark.,  in  November  of  1877,  a grand- 
daughter of  Mr.  Robert  J.  Moore,  of  Nashville. 
Dr.  Pendleton  and  family  are  Catholics  in  relig- 
ion, Democrats  in  politics,  and  rebels  by  tradition 
and  instinct. 

"William  Davis  Person.  He  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch  is  a farmer  and  blacksmith  by  profes- 
sion, and  by  dint  of  industry  and  natural  ability, 
has  made  for  himself  a good  business,  and  a local 
popularity  that  gives  him  a prominent  place  in  the 
history  of  Lincoln  County.  His  parents  were 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Elman)  Person,  and  his 
birth  occurred  in  Shelby  County,  Ala.,  on  January, 
1818.  The  Person  family  are  of  Irish  descent, 
and  claim  quite  a long  list  of  distinguished  an- 
cestry. The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  to 
Miss  Julia  Eleman,  daughter  of  Charles  P.  Ele- 
man,  and  in  1852  moved  to  what  is  now  Lincoln 
County,  Ark.  Mr.  Person  devoted  much  attention 
to  clearing  the  land  which  is  now  a beautifully 
cultivated  plantation,  and  through  many  years 
worked  hard  as  a blacksmith  and  a gunner.  He 
also  surveyed  a large  proportion  of  the  surround- 
ing country,  with  which  he  is  perfectly  familiar 
now,  even  to  the  minutest  detail.  He  was  married, 
the  second  time,  in  1880,  and  this  time  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  Wells,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Arvilla  Ralph, 
of  New  York.  Of  this  union  have  been  born  six 
children — three  sons  of  which  lost  their  lives  in 
the  Confederate  army.  The  names  of  these  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  Redford  E. , Willie  Frank- 
lin, Wesley,  Martha,  Elizabeth.  Sallie,  Susan, 
Emma  Joannah.  All  the  daughters  are  well  and 
happily  married. 

\\  illiam  II.  Phelps  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
Lincoln  County.  Ark.,  and  was  born  in  Marion 
County.  Mo.,  on  March  March  25.  1848,  and  is 
the  son  of  Joseph  and  Emily  J.  (Burns)  Phelps, 
natives  of  Kentucky.  The  father  was  born  in 


1818,  and  was  accidentally  killed  while  hunting  in 
Marion  County,  Mo.,  and  his  widow  married  Mil- 
ton  Sweeny.  The  family  moved  from  Illinois  to 
Arkansas  about  1856,  locating  at  Pine  Bluff,  Jef- 
ferson County.  One  year  later  they  moved  to 
Lincoln  County.  Mr.  Sweeny  died  in  1883.  To 
the  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  were  born 
seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.  : 
Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Ingram  Pace),  Mariah  Van  Ness 
(wife  of  Charles  Van  Ness,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch).  William  passed  his  school  days  in  Illi- 
nois, remaining  with  his  mother  until  1862,  at 
which  time  he  enlisted.  He  served  faithful!}  for 
three  years,  engaging  in  many  battles,  ■ and  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Vicksburg.  At.  the  close  of  the 
war  Mr.  Phelps  turned  his  attention  to  farming 
and  stock-raising.  He  owns  400  acres  of  valuable 
land,  well  cultivated  and  improved  after  the  most 
approved  methods.  He  married  Miss  Amanda 
Mclveovin,  daughter  of  Moses  McKeovin.  She  was 
born  in  Illinois,  in  February,  1843,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  six  children,  viz.  : Milton,  Mo- 
lascho,  Ora,  May,  Lizzie  and  Willie.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phelps  are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  the  former  is  an  elder. 
Mr.  Phelps  is  politically  a Democrat,  and  he  be- 
longs to  the  W heel.  Popular  men  are  always  es- 
teemed, and  among  those  who  rank  high  in  Lincoln 
numbers  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch. 

Shelby  Richardson,  planter  of  Auburn  Town- 
ship, is  the* subject  of  the  present  sketch,  and  is  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  having  first  seen  the  light  of 
this  world  in  Mercer  County,  in  that  State,  March 
21,  1826.  He  is  a son  of  Handle  and  Lucy  Rich- 
ardson. The  father  is  of  an  old  Kentucky  family, 
one  of  his  grandfathers  having  gone  with  Daniel 
Boone  when  he  discovered  the  uncultivated  but 
numerous  charms  of  the  State  so  famous  for  its 
products.  The  education  of  Shelby  Richardson 
was  chiefly  acquired  at  home,  until  after  the  family 
moved  to  Arkansas,  when  he  spent  two  years  at 
Arkansas  Military  College  at  Tulip,  graduating 
with  honors  in  1853.  In  1858  he  was  married  to 
Aliss  Lucy  Brown,  daughter  of  Tyre  H.  and  Mar- 
tha Brown.  Mr.  Richardson  came  to  Lincoln 
County  in  1884,  settling  upon  his  present  farm 
near  South  Bend.  He  owns  over  a thousand  acres, 
a large  portion  of  which  is  excellently  cultivated. 
His  fortune  is  entirely  due  to  his  own  superior 
judgment  and  ability,  and  his  own  effoits  have 
gained  his  success  in  business. 

William  H.  Ross.  He  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch  is  among  the  prominent  and  popular  citizens 
of  Lone  Pine  Township,  Lincoln  Count}'.  Ark. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Chester  District,  April  1. 
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LS40,  and  is  the  son  of  Francis  and  Eveline 
(Moody)  Ross,  natives  of  Chester  District,  S;  C. 
They  were  both  claimed  by  death  in  the  year  1881. 
'They  moved  from  South  Carolina  in  18Gb.  locating 
in  Dallas  County.  The  father  was  a very  success- 
ful farmer,  and  took  a prominent  part  in  the  late 
war.  The  Ross  family  is  of  Scottish  descent,  and 
the  Hoods  are  an  old  English  family.  To  the 
union  of  the  parents  of  William  Ross  were  born 
eight  children,  of  whom  Andrew  J.  is  dead,  and 
seven  still  living,  viz.  : Robert,  Jane  (wife  of  Dr. 
Gwin),  Elizabeth  (wife  of  J.  M.  Kirkpatrick), 
Sarah  M.  (wife  of  Hart  Gwin),  Frances  (wife  of 
Dr.  Wiley).  Lenora  (wife  of  Judson  McHenry). 
William  passed  his  school  days  in  Chester  District, 
S.  C.,  and  in  1861  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army, 
doing  active  service  all  through  the  war,  and  sur- 
rendering  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  April  9. 
1865.  He  engaged  in  many  of  the  famous  battles, 
and  at  Gainesville  received  a severe  wound,  and 
was  wounded  at  several  other  points.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  Mr.  Ross  took  up  farming,  an  occupa- 
tion that  he  enjoys,  and  one  that  under  his  able 
management  yields  large  profits.  In  ISOS  he  came 
to  Lincoln  County,  and  in  1875  settled  on  his 
present  estate.  In  1869  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
married  Miss  Garina  J aggers,  of  Alabama.  To 
them  was  born  one  son,  Frank  Ilarvory,  who  is 
now  with  his  father.  His  wife  having  died,  Mr. 
Ross  married  Miss  Jane  V.  Jaggers,  sister  of  the 
subject’s  first  wife:  to  this  union  have  been  born 
seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  viz.  : Will- 
iam R. , Thomas  T. , Walker  C.,  Bruce  T.,  Annie, 
May  and  Clifton. 

George  W.  Rowel,  M.  D.  He  whose  history 
now  claims  attention,  numbers  among  the  promi- 
nent merchants  and  retired  physicians  of  Tyro, 
Lincoln  County,  Ark.  He  was  born  in  Cass  Coun- 
ty, Ga. . on  May  7.  1837.  and  is  the  son  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Hancock)  Rowel,  natives  of  Lancaster 
District,  S.  C.  The  father  died  in  IS  <0,  the  mother 
in  1872.  They  were  married  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, and  after  several  changes  in  looking  for  a 
desirable  home,  located  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
in  Lincoln  County,  about  1868.  At  that  time  this 
county  was  known  as  Drew  County,  and  here  he 
remained  until  the  date  of  his  death.  To  the  par- 
ents of  Dr.  Rowel  were  born  six  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  time,  viz.: 
John,  William  R. , George  W.  and  James  E.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  school  days  in 
Arkansas.  When  he  had  studied  medicine  he  lo- 
cated in  Tyro  and  commenced  practicing  his  pro- 
fession most  successfully.  In  1869-70—71  he  at- 
tended the  Louisiana  University,  graduating  there 
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with  high  honors  in  the  latter-named  year.  In 
1 884  Dr.  Rowel  entered  a general  mercantile  busi- 
ness, and  has  always  done  a splendid  business.  In 
1861  lie  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  fig- 
ured in  many  of  the  famous  battles.  Dr.  Rowel 
married  Miss  Mary  J.  Townsen  in  1874.  She 
was  born  in  Shelby  County,  (Miss.,  iu  1853.  To 
them  have  been  born  five  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living  at  the  present  writing,  viz.  : Arthur  E. , 
Frank,  Oil ie,  Sarah  and  Paul  L.  Dr.  Rowel  is  a 
well-known  man,  and  one  who  is  much  loved  by 
all  who  know  him. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Simmons,  prominent  planter,  of  Lin- 
coln County,  Ark.  Chief  among  the  worthy  men, 
who  by  their  ability,  nobleness  and  energy,  have 
raised  the  standard  of  business  and  social  life  to 
a high  plane,  ranks  he  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  He  is  a son  of  Henry  P.  Simmons,  a na- 
tive of  North  Carolina,  and  in  that  State  the  sub- 
ject of  tne  present  writing  was  born.  His  father 
was  the  youngest  of  a large  family  of  children, 
passed  his  youth  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  C., 
and  there  married  Miss  Dolly  Burnett.  He  died 
in  the  year  1880,  and  the  mother  lives  with  Dr. 
Simmons.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  their  union 
only  J.  B.  Simmons,  of  Pine  Bluff  and  J.  G.  are 
now  living.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  attained  his 
majority  in  Franklin  County,  worked  to  obtain 
enough  money  to  attend  Oak  Grove  College  for 
twenty  months,  and  in  185  / engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery business  in  Moscow  for  a period  of  two  years, 
after  which  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine, 
graduating  February  24,  1859,  from  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 
In  Springdale,  Miss.,  the  Doctor  practiced  until 
the  fall  of  1860,  at  which  date  he  came  to  his  pres- 
ent home,  practicing  his  profession  until  1875,  when 
he  concluded  to  devote  all  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing. He  acted  as  surgeon  in  the  Morgan  regiment. 
Dr.  Simmons  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  a hue 
farm  of  about  300  acres  that  is  excellently  culti- 
vated. He  was  elected  Representative  from  his 
county  in  1S7S.  being  the  first  Democrat  ever- 
elected  from  that  place.  Dr.  Simmons  married 
Mi  ss  Mary  M.  Smith,  daughter  of  John  Smith,  of 
Drew  County,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living. 
Dr.  Simmons  is  an  Universalis!  in  belief,  his  wife 
and  daughters  being  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church, 

James  A.  Stewart,  prominent  physician  of  Cor- 
nersviile,  Lincoln  County.  Ark.  The  above  named 
gentlemen  was  born  in  Coweta  County,  Ga. . on 
December  23.  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  S.  C and 
Lucinda  P.  (Allen)  Stewart,  natives  of  North 
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Carolina  and  Georgia,  respectively.  The  father 
was  horn  in  IS  12.  and  is  to-day  living  in  Lincoln 
County;  the  mother  died  in  Drew  County  in  the 
rear  1870.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  reached 
manhood  when  he  emigrated  from  North  Carolina 
to  Georgia.  From  that  point  he  moved  to  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  living  in  Ashley,  Bradley  and 
Drew  Counties  before  settling  in  Lincoln  County 
in  1871.  When  quite  a young  man  Dr.  Stewart 
learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  working  at  it  in 
connection  with  farming,  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful through  his  entire  business  career.  He 
has  for  fifty  years  or  more  been  a faithful  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Dr.  Stewart 
married  in  Georgia,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
five  children,  viz.:  James  A..  Mattie  L.  (wife  of 
William  Tucker),  Young  C..  Nancy  A.  (wife  of 
John  Franklin),  and  Lucinda.  The  two  last- 
named  being  dead.  James  passed  most  of  his 
youth  in  Bradley  County,  attending  the  private 
school  of  Rev.  j.  M.  Holls.  In  July.  1S01,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  serving  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  engaging  in  the  battles 
of  Shiloh,  Perryville  (Ivy. ),  Murfreesboro,  Chicka- 
mauga,  aud  many  others  equally  famous.  At 
Jonesboro  be  was  shot  through  the  body  by  minie- 
I ball,  but  fought  bravely  when  on  the  battle-field, 
and  was  elected  adjutant  of  his  regiment.  When 
peace  was  again  restored  throughout  the  country, 
and  the  faithful  soldiers  were  free  to  take  up  their 
private  business,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  returned 
to  Bradley  County,  being  deputy  collector  for  that 
county.  Afterward  he  taught  school,  and  all  the 
time  devoted  much  time  to  tbe  study  of  medicine, 
and  in  a short  while  commenced  to  practice  this, 
his  chosen  profession  at  Cornersville,  July  4,  1870. 

| ' Dr.  Stewart  married  Miss  Laura  A.  Newton, 
daughter  of  John  C.  and  Sarah  Newton,  of  Missis- 
sippi. To  them  was  born  one  daughter:  Birdie 
May.  Mrs.  Stewart  is  a member  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church;  tbe  Doctor  belongs  to 
the  Masons,  and  is  a strong  Democrat. 

William  L.  Thomassou,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Mill  Creek  Township,  Lincoln  County.  Ark.,  was 
born  in  York  District,  S.  C..  on  October  9,  1844. 
He  is  a son  of  P.  A.  and  Elizabeth  Y.  I Jackson) 

| Thomasson,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  The 

i father  is  still  living  in  Arkansas  County,  and  is 

now  in  his  seventy -fourth  year:  the  mother  died  in 
1850,  and  after  her  death  the  father  married  Miss 
! Almira  Barksdale,  who  is  also  dead.  The  family 
made  numerous  changes  before  finding  a suitable 
place  to  settle  permanently. coming  to  Lincoln  Coun- 
ty about  the  year  1877,  and. locating  upon  the  farm 
where  William  now  lives.  The  country  all  around 


living  in  a decidedly  uncultivated  condition,  the 
first  move  of  the  family  was  naturally  to  improve 
the  ground  and  clear  up  space  for  agricultural 
purposes.  William  passed  his  school  days  in  this 
county,  and  in  the  spring  of  1802  enlisted  in  the 
late  war,  joining  Morgan’ s regiment  of  Gen.  Mc- 
Rae’s brigade,  and  serving  faithfully  and  well 
until  the  surrender  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  on  May  5, 
1805.  He  engaged  in  many  of  the  chief  battles 
and  numerous  minor  skirmishes,  and  returnino- 
home,  kept  “bachelor’s  hall”  for  three  years. 
However,  he  united  his  fortunes  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth AY.  Fish,  daughter  of  Janson  S.  Fish,  and  to 
them  were  born  eleven  children,  viz.:  Henriette  B. 
(Mrs.  R.  D. v Dodds),  Horace  G. , Willie  S. . Ada 
W.,  Guy  D.,  Ben  AY.,  Samuel  J.,  Charles  E..Mat- 
tie  M. , Harvey  AAA  and  John  A.  Mr.  Thomasson 
owns  a valuable  estate  comprising  1,000  acres  of 
highly  cultivated  laud.  Indeed,  to  sum  up  the 
matter  briefly,  but  comprehensively,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and 
wide-awake  farmers  who  resides  within  the  limits  of 
Lincoln  County. 

James  R.  Watson.  Everyone  loves  to  honor 
the  men  who  by  their  strict  integrity,  enterprise, 
and  genial  manners  have  elevated  the  commercial, 
social  and  religious  standard  of  the  county  and 
State  in  which  they  reside.  And  to  this  class  of 
men  belongs  Mr.  James  R.  AVatson,  whose  sketch 
now  claims  attention  from  the  reader  of  the  history 
of  Lincoln  * County,  Ark.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Fairfield  District,  S.  C..  in  February.  1830.  and 
he  is  the  son  of  R.  A\  . and  Harriett  (spars)  AA’at- 
son,  who  were  natives  of  Fairfield  and  Sumter 
Counties,  respectively.  Both  died  in  Fail  field 
District,  S.  C.  The  mother  died  when  quite  young, 
the  father  living  to  be  sixty-five  years  old,  and 
marrying  Mrs.  Martha  Vinson,  who  is  living  at  the 
present  date  in  South  Carolina,  but  is  extremely 
old,  being  nearly  ninety  years  old.  The  father  was 
a most  successful  farmer,  and  for  many  years  a 
magistrate.  He  took  a prominent  part  in  the  AVar 
of  1812.  He  belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church. 
There  were  born  to  the  first  marriage  four  daugh- 
ters and  one  son.  James  was  the  fourth  of  these 
children.  The  sister  of  James  is  now  Mrs.  Howell 
Edmonds.  The  subject  of  the  sketch  spent  his 
youth  here,  and  when  eighteen  years  old  married 
Miss  Lncretia  Robinson,  also  of  Fairfield,  S.  C. 
She  was  born  in  1832,  and  is  living  at  the  present 
writing.  To  this  union  were  born  seven  children, 
viz.:  Harriett  (wife  of  Stephen  Gastor).  Mrs.  Mari- 
anna SI  itt,  Mildred  (wife  of  N.  I>.  Kersh),  Lucre - 
tia  (wife  of  Edgar  Rabb),  Walker,  'Thomas  and 
Janies.  In  1858  they  moved  to  Arkansas,  locating 
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in  Drew  County  (now  Lincoln  County),  and 
bought  an  estate  about  eight  miles  from  Monti- 
cello  Upon  this  estate  lie  continues  to  reside,  and 
devotes  great  attention  to  improving  same  after 
the  most,  improved  methods.  The  war  resulted  in 
| great  financial  embarrassment  to  Mr.  "Watson,  but 
by  means  of  superior  judgment  and  ability  he  has 
i amassed  a fortune  since  that  time.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  as  is  also 
Mrs.  W atson.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
socially  a most  entertaining  and  charming  com- 
pan  ion. 

Judge  Alfred  "Wiley,  a prominent  citizen  and 
learned  attorney  of  Star  City,  was  born  in  Spring- 
field.  111.,  in  ISIS,  and  is  a son  of  Edmund  It.  Wiley, 
i a native  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who  was  born 
in  1808,  dying  there  in  1864.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  in  that  city,  and  in  1837  followed  mer- 
chandising at  Springfield,  111.  The  mother  of  the 
j subject  of  this  sketch  was  Miss  Katherine  Beach, 
previous  to  her  marriage  with  his  father,  and  she 
passed  from  earthly  joys  and  sorrows  in  1887,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four.  To  them  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  subject  is  the  youngest.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  Springfield,  afterward  at- 
tending Illinois  College,  at  Jacksonville,  111.,  and 
when  twenty  years  old  commenced  life  for  himself. 
He  moved  to  Dewitt,  Arkansas  County,  Aik.  .in  1868, 
where  he  held  several  public  offices,  and  was  ad- 
; mitted  to  the  bar  in  1871.  Judge  "Wiley  was 
I among  the  principal  movers  in  establishing  Lin- 
coln County,  of  which  he  was  the  first  clerk,  be- 
ing appointed  both  in  1871,  and  elected  the  fol- 
lowing year.  He  has  been  judge  of  this  county, 
and  is  generally  regarded  with  highest  esteem  and 
admiration  by  all  the  citizens.  He  owns  the  Lin- 
coln Ledger,  the  only  paper  published  in  the 
county.  In  1870  Judge  \\  ilev  married  Miss 
Pattie  41.  Hubbard,  daughter  of  Dr.  B.  C.  Hub- 
bard, of  Jefferson  County.  Ark.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  dead, 
and  only  Alfred,  Jr.,  survives.  His  wife  died  in 
1SS4,  and  Judge  "Wiley  married  Miss  Laura  Carle- 
ton,  daughter  of 'John  Carelton.  and  to  them  have 
been  born  two  daughters,  viz.  : Patty  H.  and  Katie 
Ki.  Judge  Wiley  is  an  elder  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

J.  P.  Williams,  general  merchant  of  Grady, 
Lincoln  County,  Ark.  Nothing  is  of  more  inter- 
; est  to  the  country  at  large  than  a comprehensive 
sketch  of  the  lives  of  the  great  men,  who  by  their 
success  and  enterprise  contribute  largely  to  the 
welfare  of  the  communities  in  which  they  reside. 
Therefore,  a history  of  Lincoln  County,  must 
in  order  to  be  complete,  contain  a sketch  of 


him  whose  name  appears  above.  He  was  born 
in  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  in  1828,  and  is  a son  of 
Robert  and  Mary  (Parker)  Williams,  and  is  the  sixth 
of  eleven  children  born  to  his  parents.  In  1854  he 
went  to  Australia,  and  passed  about  thirteen  years 
there  in  the  gold  mines.  Afterward  he  spent  about 
four  years  in  the  mines  of  New  Zealand,  after  which 
he  emigrated  to  California,  spending  two  years 
there,  and  then  coming  to  Arkansas,  locating 
where  Grady  now  is,  where  he  built  a store  aud 
started  a general  line  of  merchandise.  He  was 
instrumental  in  establishing  the  post-office  which 
was  for  years  called  "Williamsburg,  in  honor  of  his 
good  deeds.  After  establishing  a tine  business  at 
this  point  he  emigrated  to  Colorado,  where  for 
a number  of  years  he  engaged  in  silver-mining, 
and  where  he  still  owns  valuable  silver  mines.  He 
returned  to  Grady  where  he  has  since  been  a most 
highly  successful  merchant.  Besides  his  other 
possessions,  Mr.  Williams  owns  a valuable  farm. 
All  this  prosperity  is  due  entirely  to  his  own 
excellent  judgment  and  untiring  industry,  and 
Mr.  Williams  is  a citizen  who  is  universally  ad- 
mired and  respected  by  his  acquaintances.  He 
is  actively  interested  in  promoting  the  cause  of 
temperance,  and  is  a devout  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  His  sister  Mary  lives  with  him, 
having  moved  with  her  brother,  It.  Williams,  to  the 
United  States  when  quite  young.  Prof.  Robert 
Williams  was  a man  of  fine  talent,  being  for  some 
time  a teacher  of  languages  in  the  Queen’s  Col- 
lege at  Kingston,  Canada,  and  also  teaching  in 
different  parts  of  the  United  States.  For  some 
years  he  was  book-keeper  for  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company,  at  St.  Louis.  Mo.  He  was 
in  reality  educated  for  an  Episcopal  minister  but 
because  of  loss  of  hearing  was  compelled  to  aban- 
don that  plan  for  his  life.  He  was  generally  be- 
loved wherever  he  located,  and  died  in  Grady. 
February  ‘25,  1889.  Four  sisters  came  with  him  to 
the  United  States,  only  two  of  whom  are  living  at 
this  present  writing. 

Fred  A.  Wood,  planter  and  carpenter,  of  Grady. 
Choctow  Township,  Lincoln  Co.,  Ark.,  wras  born  in 
Greenwood,  Miss.,  in  1848,  being  a son  of  Jesse 
and  Elizabeth  (Tadlock)  H ood.  About  the  year 
1855  the  family  moved  from  Mississippi  to  Arkan- 
sas, locating  about  seven  miles  from  Piue  Bluff, 
where  they  set  to  work  to  improve  their  land  aud 
run  a saw-mill.  Some  years  later  they  moved 
higher  up  the  river,  where  Mr.  4\  ood  died  in  the 
year  1866,  the  calm  and  quietly  beautiful  death  of 
a Christian  man.  He  had  for  many  years  been  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  had 
also  been  justice  of  the  peace  for  a long  while 
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during  the  earlier  years  of  bis  life.  He  was  a son 
of  Jesse  Wood,  who  died  in  Kentucky  while  Jesse 
Jr.  was  quite  young.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
Fred  A.  Wood,  in  1873,  married  Miss  Elenora 
Hall,  daughter  of  John  S.  and  Elenora  Hall, 
whose  sketches  appear  elsewhere  in  this  history. 
She  was  born  near  Pine  Bluff  October  20,  1848. 
and  departed  this  world  in  1885.  Of  this  union 


were  born  four  children,  viz.  : Carter  E.,  Elenora 
E.,  James  H.  and  Cornelius  O.  Mr.  Wood  settled 
on  his  present  farm  at  Grady'  some  time  ago,  and 
has  achieved  an  enviable  business  reputation  and 
considerable  wealth  by  his  own  enterprise  and 
energy.  Besides  farming  he  is  largely  interested 
in  stock-raising,  and  has  a beautiful  home  which 
was  decorated  and  beautified  bv  himself. 


— !' 


!o 

'y 


DESHA  COUNTY. 


997 


iliMH  ran. 


Desha  County — Location— Soil  and  Products — Geolooy— Timber— Overflows  of  the  Mississippi 
— Organization — The  Records— County  Officers— Courts— Pioneers — History  of  the 
Seat  of  Justice—  Railroads  and  River  Traffic— Desha  in  the  War— A Re- 
markable Document— Ruffianism  and  Crime— Arkansas  City  and 
Her  Sister  Towns  and  Villages— Schools  and  Churches 
—Census  Statistics- — Property  Valuation— 

The  Press — B iog r a pii ic a l. 


From  the  blessings  they  bestow 

Our  times  are  dated,  and  our  eras  move.- 


- Prior . 


ftffHIS  county  is  situated  on 
the  eastern  border  of  the 
State,  in  what  may  be 
termed  the  second  tier  of 
counties  from  the  Louisi- 
ana line.  It  is  bounded 
north  by  Lincoln,  Arkan- 
sas and  Phillips  Counties, 
■5  east  by  the  State  of  Mississippi, 

south  by  Chicot  County,  and  west 
by  Drew  and  Lincoln  Counties. 

The  entire  county,  measuring 
about  forty-three  miles  north  and 
south  by  thirty  east  and  west, 
forms  part  of  the  rich  '‘Missis- 
sippi River  Bottoms."  and  its 
soil  is  composed  of  those  alluvial 
deposits  which  have  made  those 
bottoms  famous  the  world  over 
for  their  fertility  and  productive- 
ness.. The  principal  crops  are 
cotton  and  corn,  but  when  attention  is  paid  to 
them,  farm  and  plantation  products  of  all  kinds 
vield  largelv.  Distinctive!  v an  agricultural  countv. 
Desha  has  never  yet  had  embosomed  within  her 
limits  any  of  that  mineral  wealth  which  character- 
izes some  other  portions  of  the  State.  Geologic- 
ally her  formation  is  the  same  as  that  underlying 
this  whole  region  of  country,  and  has  no  special  or 
individual  interest,  either  from  a scientific  or  an 
economic  point  of  view. 
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The  county  is  washed  along  its  eastern  border 
by  the  “ Father  of  Waters,”  in  its  majestic  flow 
from  the  winter-chilled  regions  of  the  North  to 
mingle  with  the  semi-tropical  waters  of  the  Gulf. 
The  Arkansas  River,  flowing  down  out  of  Kansas, 
across  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory and  diagonally  across  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
finds  its  union  with  the  Mississippi,  about  the 
center  of  the  eastern  border  of  this  county.  In 
the  northeast  part  of  the  county,  the  Arkansas  re- 
ceives the  White  River.  Through  nearly  all  parts 
of  the  county,  creeks  and  bayous  flow,  losing  them- 
selves in  the  streams  mentioned,  in  places  widen- 
ing into  small  so-called  lakes,  such  as  are  familiar 
to  all  residents  of  this  region. 

Desha  County  has  been,  and  is  yet,  partially, 
timbered  with  all  tbe  varieties  of  timber  indigenous 
to  Ibis  part  of  tbe  country,  and  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  lumber  have  constituted  one  of  the 
county’s  most,  important  interests. 

A serious  obstruction  to  the  material  progress 
of  the  county  has  been  tbe  overflow  of  a good 
portion  of  its  surface  by  the  Mississippi,  which 
has  been  so  frequent  and  so  extensive  as  not,  alone 
to  flood  out  and  retard  crops,  but  to  destroy  valu- 
able property,  thus  discouraging  enterprise,  and 
to  necessitate  the  reconstruction  of  much  of  the 
railway  within  the  county  limits.  By  the  shifting 
of  the  river  courses,  once  promising  towns  have 
been  blotted  out,  and  in  one  instance  the  site  of 
one  of  the  most  important  of  them  is  said  to  have 
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been  left  on  the'  Mississippi  side  of  the  river, 
which  flows  over  much  of  the  balance  of  it.  Some- 
thing is  hoped  from  Government  improvements, 
and  a new  order  of  things  in  this  respect  is  looked 
for  to  do  as  much  as  anything  else  to  usher  in  that 
period  of  rapid  and  substantial  business  and  ma- 
terial prosperity  to  which  the  citizens  of  Desha 
County  are  entitled  by  virtue  of  their  enteprise 
and  determination,  which  have  accomplished  so 
much  in  the  face  of  such  great  obstacles. 

Desha  County  was  formed  December  12,  1S38. 
A portion  was  attached  to  Drew  County  by  an  act 
passed  January  21,  1 SO  1 . A part  of  Chicot 
County  was  attached  to  Desha,  February  10,  1871), 
and  a part  of  Lincoln,  March  10,  following.  That 
portion  of  the  county  records  which  should  con- 
tain the  record  of  county  and  early  township 
organization  is  missing.  The  county  court  re-es- 
tablished the  boundaries  of  the  following  town- 
ships June  7,  1870:  "Wilkinson,  Mississippi,  Red 

Foik,  Chester  (now  in  Arkansas  County),  Island 
(now  absorbed  by  other  townships),  Richland  Jef- 
ferson and  Randolph.  Franklin  Township  was 
created  April  9.  1879;  Silver  Lake  Township  on 
the  same  day;  Old  River  Township  May  12,  1881; 
Walnut  Lake  Township  July  29,  1884,  and  Clay- 
ton Township  October  7,  1886.  At  this  time  the 
county  contains  twelve  townships,  named  and 
bounded  as  follows:  Mississippi,  bounded  north 
and  east  by  the  county  line,  south  by  the  county 
line.  "Wilkinson  and  Old  River  Townships,  and 
west  by  the  county  line:  Randolph,  bounded 

on  the  north  by  the  county  line,  east  by  Silver 
Lake  Township,  south  by  Walnut  Lake  Town- 
ship, and  west  by  the  county  line;  Silver  Lake, 
bounded  north  by  the  county  line:  east  by  Red 
Fork  Township,  south  by  Jefferson  Township, 
and  west  by  Randolph  Township;  Red  Fork 
Township,  bounded  north  by  the  county  line, 
east  by  Old  River  Township,  south  by  Old  River 
and  Richland  Townships,  and  west  bv  Richland 
and  Silver  Lake  Townships:  Old  River,  bounded 
north  by  Red  Fork  and  Mississippi  Townships, 
east  by  Wilkinson  Township,  south  by  W ilkinson 
Township,  and  west  by  Red  Fork  Township. 
Wilkinson,  b unded  north  l>y  Mississippi  and  Old 
River  Townships,  east  and  south  by  the  county 
lino,  and  west  by  Richland  Township;  "Walnut 
Lake,  bounded  north  by  Randolph  Township,  east 
by  Jefferson  Township,  south  and  west  by  the 
county  line;  Jefferson,  bounded  north  by  Silver 
Lake  and  Red  Fork  Townships,  east  by  Richland 
Township,  south  by  Clayton  Township,  and  west 
by  Walnut  Lake  Township  and  the  county  line; 
Richland,  bounded  north  by  Rod  Fork  Township, 


east  by  Wilkinson  Township  and  the  county  line, 
south  by  Franklin  and  Clayton  Townships,  and 
west  by  Cl  a v ton  and  Jefferson  Townships;  Clay- 
ton, bounded  north  by  Jefferson  and  Richland 
Townships,  east  by  Richland  and  Franklin  Town- 
ships, south  by  Bowie  Township,  and  west  by  the 
county  line;  Franklin,  bounded  north  by  Rich- 
land Township,  east  and  south  by  the  county  line, 
and  west  by  Bowie  Township;  Bowie,  bounded 
north  by  Clayton  Township,  east  by  Franklin  Town 
ship,  south  and  west  by  the  county  line. 

Unfortunately,  not  only  for  the  historian,  but 
also  for  the  citizens  of  the  county,  the  records  of 
Desha  County  are  imperfect,  in  consequence  of  the 
fact  that  while  stored  temporarily  in  Texas  during 
the  war,  as  a measure  of  safety,  taken  to  insure 
their  preservation,  portions  of  them  were  mutilated, 
and  some  important  books  and  papers  lost  or  de- 
stroyed. The  records  of  the  organization  of  the 
county  and  circuit  courts  are  wanting,  and  other 
interesting  historical  data  is  inaccessible,  because 
of  the  deficiency  above  referred  to.  The  first  deed 
recorded  in  the  county  was  placed  on  record  July 
5,  1839.  It  was  given  by  Creed  Taylor,  of  Jeffer- 
son County,  to  Solon  B.  Jones,  of  Jefferson,  later 
of  Desha  County,  and  conveyed  the  land  upon 
which  one  of  the  additions  to  Napoleon  was  after- 
ward located.  The  consideration  was  812.500.  It 
is  not  probable  that  the  same  property  is  now  worth 
8100,  which  goes  to  show  that  even  at  that  early 
day  and  in*  this,  then  new  country,  a boom  had  the 
effect  of  almost  marvelously  increasing  the  market 
value  of  real  estate. 

The  officers  of  Desha  County,  since  its  organi- 
zation, have  been  as  follows: 

County  and  probate  judges — J.  R.  Morris,  1838- 
JO;  L.  Y.  R.  Ryan,  1840-42;  J.  Wilkinson,  1842- 
46:  S.  II.  Davis,  1846—48;  R.  L.  Mayson,  1848— 
52:  AV.  R.  Anderson,  1852-56,  1858-60;  G B. 
AVatson,  1856—58,  1860—62;  E.  Randolph,  1S62  to 
January  1,  1865;  Robert  C.  Mayson,  January  i, 
1865,  to  1866;  John  Hyde,  1866-72;  AV.  B.  Peter- 
son, 1874—76,  18/8— 82.  1S84— 89;  J.  P.  Clavton. 
1876-78:  B.  F.  Merritt,  1882-84;  J.  P.  Jones, 
18S9-90. 

Clerks— G.  B.  Watson.  Jr..  1838-40;  G.  B. 
AVatson,  1840-42;  AV.  F.  Berry,  1842-44:  D.  G.  AV. 
Leavitt,  1S44-46;  D.  Ripley.  1846—18;  AV.  A. 
Doherty,  184S-52;  John  Davis,  1852-54;  J.  P. 
Clayton,  1854—60;  D.  J.  Murphy,  1860-62;  I.  M. 
Murphv.  1862-64;  James  Murphy,  1861-72;  R.  E 
Doran,  1872-74;  J.  AV.  Grayson,  1874-76;  J.  P. 
Jones,  1S76-S6;  H.  Thane,  1886-90.  This  official 
is  ex  officio  clerk  of  the  county  and  probate  courts 
and  recorder. 


■ 


■ 

■ 


■ 


' ' ■ - 


DESHA  COUNTY. 


000 


Sheriffs — A.  C.  Jamison,  1838-40:  H.  C.  Hin- 
ton, 1840-42;  Gr.  Cooper,  1842—50;  E.  Handolph, 
1850-54;  G.  E.  Mayson,  lS'54— 58;  J.  V.  Jacobs, 
1858-60;  S.  C.  Clayton.  1 800—62 ; S.  T.  Howill, 
1862-66;  V.  R.  Ryan,  1 §66-68;  A.  A.  Eddington, 
1S63  to  May  2,  *1873:  AY.  \Y  Granger,  May  3, 
1873  to  1874;  J.  U.  Jones,  1871  -70;  I.  Bankston, 
1870  to  January  11.  1884:  Jacob  S.  Boss.  January 
11,  1884,  to  February  11.  1884;  S.  AY.  Lowman, 
from  February  11.  1884;  AT.  AY.  Quilling,  1884- 
80;  John  G.  Warfield,  1880-90. 

Treasures — AYilliam  Sexton,  1838  — 50;  C. 

Stroud,  1850-54;  J.  R.  Chiles,  1854-56.  1880-84; 

J.  L.  Martin,  1850-00;  B.  B.  Brett,  1800-02;  S. 
C.  Clayton.  1862-04;  Thomas  Scott,  1864-72;  D. 
McGrath.  1S72-74:  E.  Mills,  1874  to  July  10, 
1875,  when  J.  K.  Chiles  was  elected:  E.  K.  Ed- 
dington, 1876-80;  B.  AA’.  Smith,  1884-88;  J.  S. 
Johnson,  1888-90. 

Coroners — Bufus  Mixture.  1838-40:  E.  Cheat- 
ham, 1810-42;  L.  J.  Bovd.  1842-44;  AY.  AYooley. 
1844-40;  AY.  Hodges.  1846-48;  A.  J.  Cook,  1848- 
50;  G.  A\  . Knight.  1S50-52;  J.  D.  Turner,  1852- 
54;  AA’illiam  Durr,  1854.-56;  D.  F.  Eddington, 
1856-58;  J.  Simplins,  1858-60;  T.  McKallister, 
1860-62,  1860-68;  J.  Hibbard,  1862  to  January, 
1866;  P.  M.  Gilroy,  1S6S  to  May,  1870:  1).  Alex- 
ander, Jr.T  Alav,  1870-74;  A.  Jackson,  1874-76; 
Judge  Holt,  18*76-78;  J.  B.  Chiles,  1S78-S0;  J. 
H.  Wellington.  1 88*1-82 ; B.  Dedman,  1882-84:  J. 
C.  Crenshaw,  1884-86:  J.  B.  Arnburn.  1886-90. 

Surveyors — G.  Cooper.  1838-40:  L.  B.  Dick- 
son. 1840-42;  L.  A'.  B.  By  an,  1842-46;  G.  AY. 
Stokes,  1846-52;  D.  C.  AA'eire,  1852-54;  D.  D. 
AVeire,  1854-62;  AA’illiam  Gardner,  1S62-68;  A. 

K.  Moore,  1868-72:  AY.  B.  Dumas.  1872-74, 
1SS0-S2,  1884-80;  AY.  X.  Blockwell,  1874-78;  II. 
E.  Drake,  1878-80;  Ben  McGehee.  1882-84;  C. 
C.  Clayton,  1886-90. 

Assessors  — J.  AA".  McThuston.  1862-64;  J.  T. 
Porter,  1864-60;  AY.  A.  AAatkins,  1866-68,  D.  J. 
Murphy,  1868-72?  P.  Mitchell,  1872-74;  L.  Hun- 
ter. 1874-76;  George  Wilson,  1876-78:  S.  AA" i 1 1 
lams,  187S-S2;  Acklin  Patterson,  1SS2-S4:  Ed 
C.  William-;,  1884-86:  Cl.  AY.  Grammar.  1886-88; 
Ed  Gardner.  1888-90. 

In  the  third  State  Legislature.  November  2 to 
December  28,  1840.  Arkansas.  Jefferson  and  Desha 
Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  J. 
Smith;  S.  H.  Davis  represented  Desha  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives.  In  1842 — 13  Arkansas, 
Jefferson  and  Desha  Counties  were  represented  in 
the  Senate  by  J.  Yell ; Desha  was  represented  in 
the  Lower  House  by  Charles  A.  Stewart.  In 
1844-45,  Jefferson,  Arkansas  and  Desha  Counties 


were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  J.  Yell;  Desha  in 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  by  AA’illiam  H.  Sut- 
ton. In  1840  Arkansas,  Jefferson  and  Desha 
Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate  hv  B.  C. 
Byrd;  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  Desha  was 
represented  by  Isaiah  Halcomb.  In  ISIS— 19  Ar- 
kansas, Jefferson  and  Desha  Counties  were  repre- 
sented in  the  Senate  by  It.  C.  Byrd;  Desha  Coun- 
ty in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  by  Thompson 
B.  Flournoy.  In  1850-51  Arkansas,  Jefferson  and 
Desha  Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate  by 
N.  B.  Burrow;  Desha  County,  in  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  by  Thompson  B.  Flournoy.  In 
1852-53  Arkansas,  Jefferson  and  Desha  Counties 
were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  N.  B.  Burrow; 
Desha  County  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  by 
Shelby  AA’.  AA  ilson.  In  1854-55  Arkansas,  Desha 
and  Jefferson  Counties  were  represented  in  the 
Senate  by  A.  H.  Ferguson:  Desha  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Solon  B.  Jones.  In  1856-57 
Jefferson,  Arkansas  and  Desha  Counties  were  rep- 
resented in  the  Senate  by  A.  H.  Ferguson;  Desha, 
in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  by  John  Patter- 
son. In  185S-59  Jefferson,  Arkansas  and  Desha 
Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  Thomas 
Fletcher;  Desha,  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
by  J.  P.  Johnson.  In  1860-61  Jefferson.  Arkansas 
and  Desha  Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate 
by  Thomas  Fletcher;  Desha,  in  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives, by  James  P.  Clayton.  In  1862,  Jefferson. 
Arkansas  and  Desha  Counties  were  represented  in 
the  Senate  by  Thomas  Fletcher;  Desha,  in  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  by  Alexander  Harding.  In 
1864-65  Jefferson.  Desha  and  Arkansas  Counties 
were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  I.  C.  Mills.  In 
the  Confederate  Legislature,  held  at  W ashington. 
Ark.,  in  September  and  October,  1861.  Jefferson. 
Arkansas  and  Desha  Counties  were  represented  in 
the  Senate  by  T.  Fletcher;  Desha,  in  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  by  Alexander  Harding.  In 
the  sixteenth  Legislature,  1866-67.  Jefferson.  Ar- 
kansas and  Desha  Counties  were  represented  in 
the  Senate  by  AY.  M.  Galloway:  Desha,  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives.  by  A\  . C.  AYeatherford 
In  1868-69,  Ashley,  Chicot,  Drew  and  Desha  Coun- 
ties were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  AN.  HarbLun 
and  J.  AY.  Mason,  and  in  the  House  of  Beprosenta- 
tives,  by  X.  M.  Newell.  C.  F.  Simms,  B.  S.  Curry. 
D.  S.  Wells  and  Z.  11  Manees.  In  .1871  Ashley. 
Chicot.  Drew  and  Desha  Counties  were  represented 
in  the  Senate  by  J.  \\  . M ason  and  AA  illiani  Harbisbn. 
and  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  by  A.  J.  lUb- 
inson.  C.  \V.  Preddy,  H.  Mnrr,  E.  -A.  1 niton.  J. 
A\  . Harris  and  John  Webb.  In  1S73  Ashley. 
Chicot,  Drew,  Desha  and  Lincoln  Counties  were 
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represented  in  the  Senate  by  S.  A.  Duke  and  S.  | 

| H.  Halland,  and  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  S.  IV.  McLeod,  John  C.  Kollins.  X.  -J.  Pindall,  | 
i O'.  F.  Parish.  J.  T.  W.  Tillar  and  J.  E.  Joslyn. 

j At  an  extraordinary  session,  in  May,  1874,  Ashley,  j 

i Chicot,  Drew,  Desha  and  Lincoln  Counties  were  j 
i represented  in  the  Senate  by  S.  A.  Duke  and  S. 

H.  Halland,  and  in  the  House  of  Representatives 

Ashley,  Chicot,  Drew  and  Desha  were  represented  j 
by  J.  T.  \Y.  Tillar,  L.  L.  Johnson,  A.  W.  Files 
and  X.  J.  Pindall.  In  187 4 -7 5 Chicott  and  Desha  i 
Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  X.  J. 
Pindall;  Desha,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  j 
by  J.  A.  Robinson.  In  1S77  Desha  and  Chicot 
Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate,  by  X.  J.  i 
Pindall;  Desha,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  I 
by*  S.  J.  Peoples.  In  1879  Desha  and  Chicot 
Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  Charles  ! 
H.  Carlton:  Desha,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  ! 
by*  L.  A.  Pindall.  In  ISSl  Desha  and  Chicot 
Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  C.  H. 
Carlton;  Desha,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  ! 
by  L.  A.  Pindall.  In  1883  Desha  and  Chicot 
Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  Henry 
Thane;  Desha,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  i 
by  IV.  B Peterson.  In  1SS5  Desha  and  Chicot 
Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  Henry  \ 
Thane:  Desha,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  ! 

| by  L G.  Bailey*.  In  1887, _ and  in  the  last  session,  j 
Desha  and  Chicot  Counties  were  represented  in 
the  Senate  by  IV.  H.  Logan:  Desha,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  by  G.  H.  Joslyn. 

The  following  named  residents  of  this  county 
hold  commissions  as  notaries  public:  James  Mur-  | 
phy.  E.  J.  Menard.  B.  F.  Merritt.  W.  F.  Johnson, 

C.  H.  Harding,  J.  M.  Morris.  George  H.  Joslyn,  ; 
A.  Holmes,  G.  S.  Dickinson,  IV.  M.  Watkins  and 
F.  D.  Granger. 

Desha  County  is  in  the  First  Congressional  j 
District,  composed  of  Randolph,  Clay,  Greene, 
Lawrence,  Sharp,  Independence.  Jackson,  Craig-  \ 
head.  Mississippi,  Poinsett,  Cross,  Crittenden.  St. 
Francis,  Lee.  Phillips.  Desha  and  Chicot  Counties,-  ! 
represented  by  Hon.  L.  P.  Featherston.  The  ! 
county  is  in  the  Eleventh  Judicial  District,  com 
posed  of  Desha,  Arkansas,  Lincoln  and  Jefferson  ' 
Counties.  Courts  in  this  county  are  held  as  fol- 
lows: In  the  Watson  District,  composed  of  Old 
River,  Red  Fork  and  Silver  Lake  Townships,  on  j 
| the  third  Monday  of  February  and  August,  and  at 
Arkansas  City,  for  the  balance  of  the  county,  on  j 
the  fourth  Monday  of  January  and  July — two 
weeks.  The  judges 'of  this  district  have  been:  J. 

W . Fox,  April  215,  1873.  to  July  24,  1874;  H.  X.  i 
Hutton,  July  24,  1874,  to  October  31,  1874;  John 


A.  Williams,  October  31,  1874,  to  October  31, 
1878;  X.  J.  Pindall,  October  31,  1878.  to  October 
30.  1882;  John  A.  Williams,  October  30,  1882.  to 
June  30,  1880;  John  M.  Elliott,  since  June  30, 
1880.  The  prosecuting  attorney's  have  been:  H. 
M.  McVeigh,  commissioned  April  26,  1873;  Z.  L. 
Wise,  October  31.  1874;  T.  B.  Martin,  October  10, 
187S;  J.  M.  Elliott.  October  10,  1880;  S.  M. 
Taylor,  June  30.  1889.  Henry  Thane  is  clerk  of 
the  Desha  Circuit  Court,  and  A.  FI.  McNeil  is  his 
deputy*  at  Watson. 

Desha  County*  had  not  been  erected  at  the  time 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  1836.  It  was 
represented  ill  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1861  by*  J.  P.  Johnson.  It  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  represented  in  the  convention  of  1804. 
In  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1868  it  was 
represented  by  Clifford  Stanley*  Simms.  Hon.  X. 
J.  Pindall.  its  representative  in  the  convention  of 
1874.  resigned  July*  20.  and  J.  P.  Jones  was  ad- 
mitted the  following  day*  upon  contest  for  his  seat. 

The  lists  of  county  officers  contain  some  names 
of  early  settlers.  Among  them  who  came  early, 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  were  David 
Alexander,  Jeremiah  McLean,  William  Cnmby, 
William  Montgomery,  Solomon  I.  Brandenberg, 
Thompson  B.  Flournoy*.  Jilson  P.  Johnson.  David 
J.  Flournoy*,  Cephas  Kuowlton  and  others  of  his 
family*,  James  and  William  Brown,  Marvin  W. 
and  Myron  W.  Ludlow,  and  the  father  of  Sheriff 
Warfield.  In  the  central  part  came  George  B. 
"Watson,  Sr.,  and  Jr.,  ’William  B.  Sexton,  Isham 
and  Benjamin  Brock,  Calvin  and  William  Stroud, 
Franklin,  Hadley*  and  Jack  Malpass,  Benjamin 
Bledsoe,  Dr.  Bryan  W.  Thomas,  Joseph  Alston, 
Josiah  Maples  and  William  M.  Carder.  Among 
those  early*  in  the  eastern  central  part  were 
Elihu  Randolph,  John  Pattersen  and  B.  F.  Grace. 
Early  settlers  in  the  western  part  were  Thomas 
Scott.  W.  H.  Burnett,  Joseph  and  James  H.  Branch, 
La  Fayette  J.  Carroll  and  Solomon  Hopkins;  in 
the  northern  part.  Samuel  Richards,  James  C. 
Goose.  Samuel  Hockenberry,  and  Julian  and  Frank 
Menard.  William  Geiger  came  early  and  took  up 
land  now  at  Arkansas  City.  At  that  time  and  long 
afterward  that  part  of  the  county*  was  in  Chicot. 
These  were  the  pioneers,  or  most  of  them.  .In  a 
chapter  of  the  scope  of  this,  it  is  futile  to  attempt 
to  trace  the  details  of  settlement  and  development 
down  to  the  present  time. 

The  county  of  Desha  had  no  permanent  seat 
of  justice  iu  the  earlier  days  of  its  history.  1 util 
it  location  at  Napoleon,  the  business  of  the  county 
seems  to  have  been  transacted  wherever  conven- 
ience dictated.  Early  courts  were  held  at  " \\  ell- 


. 

■ 

■ 

. 


. 

, 

r 

, 

. 

' 

. 

■ 


DESHA  COUNTY. 


1001 


! ington,”  a plantation  in  Red  Fork  Township. 
The  war  broke  in  upon  the  regular  transaction  of 
the  county  business,  as  upon  everything'  else  here. 
The  records  were  sent  to  Texas  for  safety,  and 
some  of  them  were  returned  after  the  war,  but  not 
all  of  them.  In  the  fall  of  1805  the  old  Marine 
Hospital  building  was  leased  by  the  county  of  the  » 
United  States  Government,  for  county  purposes,  , 
but  some  of  it,  at  least,  had  been  so  used  before,  i 
This  was  a large  brick  building,  whose  site  is  now 
in  the  Mississippi  River.  The  city  of  Napoleou, 
occupied  some  of  its  rooms  as  municipal  offices. 

A court-house  was  built  later,  and  in  1809  the  wreck 
of  this  building  was  ordered  sold.  A jail  seems 
to  have  fared  better,  and  to  have  remained  as  a 
nucleus  for  a visible  seat  of  justice.  December, 
1871,  E.  Randolph,  commissioner,  was  instructed 
to  purchase  a lot  near  the  jail,  on  which  to  place 
a building  that  had  been  bought,  to  be  used  as  a 
court-house.  April  19,  1.8/2,  the  business  of  the 
county  was  removed  from  the  Marine  Hospital 
to  the  above-mentioned  court-house,  then  in  place 
and  ready  for  occupancy,  on  Lot  1,  Block  12,  of  : 
Jones’  addition  to  Napoleon.  In  1871  the  old 
jail  was  found  to  be  too  dangerously  near  the  river,  , 
and  it  was  torn  down  and  replaced  by  another,  ' 
more  securely  located.  By  this  time  not  a great- 
deal  was  left  of  the  once  proud  town  of  Napoleon, 
an  1 it  became  evident  that  a new  and  more  per- 
manent seat  of  justice  must  be  found.  A point  on 
the  railroad  was  deemed  best,  and  M atson’s  Station 
was  centrally  located.  Mr.  L.  AY.  Watson  donated 
five  acres  of  land  to  the  county,  and  offered  to  give  j 

10.000  feet  of  lumber,  to  be  used  in  the  erection  of 
county  buildings.  The  county  seat  was  legally 
located  there  October  6,  18/4.  Air.  AVatson  erected 
a building,  which  was  occupied  by  the  county  as  a 
court-house.  It  cost  83/0.  and  he  gave  with  it 

4.000  feet  of  lumber,  in  lieu  of  the  10,000  feet  be 
had  promised  without  the  building.  Here  the  seat  of 
justice  remained  for  five  years.  As  a railroad  town, 
Watson  had  some  promise  and  an  excuse  for  retain- 
ing all  the  prestige  it  had  gained.  But  in  1878  the 
line  of  the  railt  >ad  was  changed  and  carried  west- 
ward to  terra  J Inna . as  far  as  possible,  bevond  the 
frequent  overflow  of  the  Alis.-issippi.  and  Matson 
was  left  several  miles  to  the  eastward.  A fatality 
seemed  to  have  pursued  Desha's  county  seat,  up 
to  this  time,  and  the  trouble  hud  come  with  the 
river,  both  to  Napoleon  and  to  AVatson.  In  Sep- 
tember, 18/9.  an  election  was  hel  1 at  which  it  was 
voted  to  remove  the  county  seat  to  Arkansas  City, 
then  just  coming  into  prominence  as  the  railway 
terminus  of  the  county.  A court-house  was  erected 
in  1SS0,  and  December  0,  that  r ear,  it  was  ordered 


tli at  the  seat  of  justice  should  be  removed  before 
January  1.  following.  The  removal  was  effected 
late  in  the  month,  and  the  county  spent  Christmas 
in  its  new  quarters.  The  jail  and  sheriff's  office 
were  built  in  1881.  The  court  offices  are  con- 
nected with  the  court-house.  As  a convenience  to 
the  people  of  a portion  of  the  county,  AVatson  re- 
tains a part  of  its  functions  as  county  seat,  two 
circuit  courts  and  four  probate  courts  being  held 
there  annually. 

The  railroad  history  of  the  county  began  about 
thirty  years  ago,  when  a project  was  set  on  foot 
to  construct  an  old-fashioned  “ strap  .iron  ” rail 
way  from  Gaines  Landing  to  the  present  site  of 
Collins  Station.  The  success  of  this  plan  was 
prevented  by  the  war.  In  1868  the  Mississippi 
River.  Ouachita  A Red  River  Railroad  was  pro- 
jected. to  be  constructed  substantially  on  the  line 
proposed  for  the  road  first  mentioned,  except  that 
the  Mississippi  River  terminus  was  fixed  at  Eunice 
instead  of  at  Gaines  Landing.  This  scheme  also 
ended  in  defeat.  A year  or  two  later,  the  Little 
Rock.  Pine  Bluff  A New  Orleans  Railroad  Com- 
pany was  organized,  and  the  parties  in  control  also 
took  in  hand  the  Mississippi  River,  Ouachita  & 
Red  River  scheme,  and  let  the  contract  to  D.  C. 
Sawin  for  the  construction  of  both  roads.  Aban- 
doning Eunice  as  a terminal  point,  the  Little  Rock 
road  was  started  up  the  river  six  miles  at  Chicot 
City,  and  the*  Mississippi,  Ouachita  A Red  River- 
road  was  completed  to  the  highlands,  stopping  at 
Collins.  Air.  Sawiris  constructed  the  Little  Rock. 
Pine  Bluff  A New  Orleans  Railroad  nearly  to 
Pine  Bluff  before  his  death  in  18  / 3.  The  company 
took  the  work  into  its  own  hands,  and  completed 
the  road  to  Pine  Bluff  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 
In  1874  high  water  broke  levees  and  suspended 
operations  on  both  roads  for  six  months.  The 
roads  were  temporarily  repaired,  but  traffic  was 
again  interrupted  by  overflows  in  18/5  and  1S76. 
The  bondholders  took  possession  of  the  roads  about 
this  time,  and  the  two  lines  were  consolidated  and 
for  a short  time  were  known  as  the  Texas,  Alissis- 
sippi  River  & Northwestern  Railroad,  a name 
soon  changed  to  the  Little  Rock.  Alississippi  River 
& Texas  Railroad.  It  was  determined  to  aban- 
don the  road  in  the  overflowed  district,  and  in 
.1878  the  river  terminus  was  removed  from  Chicot 
City  to  Arkansas  City,  and  the  main  line  was  de- 
flected at  AYruer,  Lincoln  County,  west  beyond 
the  overflowed  limits,  down  the  bank  of  Crooked 
Bayou  to  Trippe.  six  miles  due  west  of  Arkansas 
City.  From  there  embankments  and  bridges  were 
built  across  the  swamp  to  Arkansas  City.  The 
lower  line  was  abandoned  about  the  same  time  at 
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Bowie  Station  and  brought  up  Crooked  Bayou  to 
T'rippe  Station.  The  road  was  extended  from 
Collins  to  Warren,  through  Moutieello,  about  the 
same  time.  An  extension  was  next  made  from 
Pine  Bluff  to  Little  Rock.  In  the  fall  of  1SS6, 
the  road  was  purchased  under  foreclosure  by  Jay 
Gould  for  himself  and  others.  It  was  .sold  by 
Gould  to  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  A South- 
ern Railroad  Company,  February  21,  1SS7,  and 
has  since  been  a part  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  sys- 
tem. A branch  of  the  Louisville,  New  Orleans  A 
Texas  1 iailroad  extends  from  Huntingdon,  Miss. , 
opposite  the  site  of  Arkansas  City,  to  Lei  and,  on 
the  main  line.  This  was  put  in  operation  about 
three  years  ago  and  a transfer  at  Arkansas  City, 
connects  it  with  the  “Iron  Mountain”  line,  and 
affords  the  county  a railway  outlet  south.  The 
Mississippi  River  A Northwestern  Railroad,  ex- 
tends from  Arkansas  City  five  miles  west,  and  is 
operated  by  the  Desha  Lumber  A Planting  Com- 
pany, its  owners,  to  haul  logs  and  materials  to  t 
their  saw-mills  at  Arkansas  City.  This  was  con- 
structed since  any  of  the  others  mentioned,  and  as 
a local  convenience  and  feeder  to  the  other  lines 
does  its  part  in  the  gradual  work  of  development. 
It  is  probable  that  this  short  line  will  be  extended 
at  no  distant  day,  and  other  rail  way  projects  are 
being  agitated  which  promise  much  for  Desha 
County’s  future. 

From  its  earliest  history,  Desha  County  has  en- 
joyed all  the  advantages  of  river  traffic,  and  most 
of  the  famous  steamers  of  the  ante  helium  days, 
and  many  that  have  come  into  public  notice  since, 
have  stopped  at  her  landings.  On  this  traffic 
Montgomery’s  Point,  Napoleon  and  other  impor- 
tant river  towns  and  landings  early  grew  up.  and 
it  is  a remarkable  fact  and  one  significant  of  the 
• unexpected  course  of  events — those  strange  sur- 
prises of  Time— that  the  river  that  had  made  them 
proved  their  undoing.  Montgomery's  Point,  in 
Mississippi  Township,  disappeared  about  forty 
years  ago.  after  a career  of  some  little  commercial 
activity  arid  more  than  local  importance.  Napo- 
leon, in  \\  dkinson  Township,  had  at  its  best  about 
2,000  inhabitants;  it  was  the  county  seat  and  chief 
business  point  for  miles  up  and  down  the  river. 
The  “cut-off”  made  bv  the  Federal  forces,  in 
1803,  as  a means  of  combating  harrassing  bands 
of  Confederates  who  gathered  near  Napoleon  and 
attacked  passing  craft,  changed  the  course  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  gradually  the  old  town  disap- 
peared until  most  all  of  its  site  is  in  the  bed  of  the 
river,  if  some  small  portion  of  it  - is  not  on  the 
Mississippi  side. 

In  181)0  the  population  of  the  county  was  only 


0,459,  and  when  it  is  stated  that  Desha  raised, 
armed  and  equipped  three  full  companies— 300 
| men — for  the  Confederate  service,  some  idea  may 
j be  obtained  of  the  devotion  of  the  citizens  to  the 
! cause  they  espoused.  These  organizations  were  all 
| recruited  in  1802.  The  most  important,  on  some 
| accounts,  was  the  artillery  company  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Henry  C.  West.  It  served  all 
| through  the  struggle,  preserving  its  organization. 

J and  to  this  day  the  valiant  deeds  of  West’s  artill- 
ery are  told  throughout  the  South.  Capt.  West's 
iirst  lieutenant  was  Dan  J.  Murphy;  his  second 
lieutenant  was  Benjamin  B.  Brett;  his  third  lieu- 
tenant was  John  J.  Brooks.  Lieut.  Brett  resigned 
in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  and  Lieut.  Brooks 
succeeded  him.  the  place  of  the  latter  being  tilled 
by  Third  Lieutenant  Peter  Dumavs.  The  second 
organization  was  Capt.  Porter's,  a cavalry  company. 
The  third  was  an  infantry  company,  commanded 
by  Capt.  Henry  Green.  Brandenberg’s  ‘'ox  bat- 
tery” is  referred  to  as  a joke  of  the  war.  Solo- 
mon I.  Brandenberg,  who  has  been  mentioned  as 
an  early  settler  of  the  county,  gathered  together  a 
following  of  forty  or  fifty, and  somewhere  procured 
an  old  cannon  which  lie  hauled  to  and  fro  by 
means  of  oxen.  He,  too,  espoused  the  Southern 
cause,  but  it  is  not  related  that  he  and  his  men  did 
much  to  prolong  the  war.  The  people  in  this  sec- 
tion were  in  full  sympathy  with  the  Confederacy. 
Their  interests  were  all  Southern,  and  they  were, 
almost  to  a man.  Southern  people.  When  the  war 
was  to  be  fought,  they  arrayed  themselves  in  de- 
! fense  of  their  rooftrees.  Now  that  the  war  is  no 
j more,  and  their  interests  are  changed,  they  are 
earnest,  well-wishing  and  conscientious  citizens  of 
j the  United  States,  as  little  devoted  to  sectionalism 
j as  the  people  of  any  part  of  the  Fnion. 

In  delving  among  the  county  records  of  thirty 
i years  ago,  the  following  interesting  relic  of  the 
days  before  the  war  was  brought  to  light.  It  is 
here  published  verbatim,  with  the  suggestion  that 
it  is  extremely  improbable  that  many  similar,  docu- 
ments are  in  existence: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  T,  Henry  War- 
field,  a free  man  of  color  of  the  State  of  Ohio  of  the  first 
! part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
! dollars  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  to  me  in  hand 
paid  by  Stokes  S.  Ilavnes  of  the  County  of  Desha  and  the 
| State  of  Arkansas  of  the  second  part. the  receipt  whereof  is 
; hereb  ■ acknowledged,  have  bargained,  granted  and  sold, 
and  by  these  presents  do  bargain,  grant  and  sell  unto  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part  his  executors,  administrators  and 
assigns  all  the  right,  title,  claim  and  interest  in  and  to 
i my  freedom  of  person,  thereby  giving  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part  full  power  and  control  over  all  of  my  labor 
and  conduct.  Granting"  unto  him  power  to  hire  me  out.  col- 
i lect  my  wages  and  appropriate  them  to  his  own  use  and  be- 
hoof and  in  fact  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  to  be- 
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conic  and  be  my  master  and  I.  the  said  party  of  the  first 
part,  to  become  and  he  his  slave  in  all  respects  what- 
ever. To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  unto  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part  his  executors,  administrators  and  as- 
signs forever.  In  witness  whereof  1 have  hereunto  set- 
my  hand  and  seal,  this  l lth  day  of  -May,  A.  D.  18o9. 

This  paper  was  signed  with  the  “mark”  of 
Henry  YVarlield  and  witnessed  by  B.  F.  Grace.  It 
was  thus  certified  by  Daniel  J.  Murphy,  county 
and  circuit  clerk: 

State  of  Arkansas,  County  of  Desha.  Be  it  remem- 
bered that  on  the  14th  day  of  May.  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine  at  the 
county  aforesaid  personally  appeared  before  the  under- 
signed Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  and  said  County  of 
Desha,  aforesaid  Henry  Warfield  a free  man  of  color, 
grantor  in  the  foregoing  Bill  of  Sale,  to  me  personally 
known  as  the  person  named  in  and  who  executed  the  same 
and  acknowledged  that  he  executed  the  foregoing  hill  of 
sale  voluntarily  and  of  his  own  free  will  for  the  uses  pur- 
poses and  considerations  therein  mentioned  and  set  forth 
and  I do  so  certify.  In  testimony  whereof  I have  here- 
unto set  my  hand  and  seal  of  said  court  at  the  office  this 
the  14\k  day  of  May,  1859. 

Formerly  there  was  in  this  county  a lawless 
element,  outlaws  and  ruffians,  who  secreted  them- 
selves in  the  fastnesses  of  the  great  swamps, 
and  at  times  sallied  forth  to  murder  and  to  pillage. 
All  the  current  stories  of  their  depredations,  and 
deeds  of  danger  and  of  strife,  if  collected,  would 
make  a good-sized,  if  not  a useful,  volume.  But 
the  past  has  swallowed  up  these  rascals,  some  of 
whom  attained  the  height  of  their  earthly'  ambi- 
tion by  dying  with  their  boots  on,  and  it  is  doubt- 
less best  to  permit  it  to  absorb  their  traditions  also. 
In  the  usual  sense,  Desha  County  has  been  as  free 
from  assassination  and  outlawry  as  any'  county  in 
any  border  State.  A few  men  who  were  thought 
to  deserve  such  a fate,  and  likely  to  escape  an  al- 
ways uncertain  justice,  were  lynched  in  the  days 
gone  byr.  Only'  a few  persons  have  been  put  on 
trial  for  their  lives,  and  considerable  research  has 
failed  to  discover  that  more  thau  twro  or  three  per- 
sons have  been  hanged  in  due  execution  of  the 
sentence  of  the  court  under  the  law. 

Arkansas  City,  since  INTO  the  county'  seat  of 
Desha  Count y.  was  incorporated  by'  the  Chi'cot 
Circuit.  Court  September  12,  1 ST3.  being  then,  and 
for  some  year-  later,  in  Chicot  County.  An  act 
of  the  Legislature  passed  about  the  time  of  the 
incorporation,  and  of  which  the  court  was  una- 
ware, so  regulated  corporations  of  this  kind  as  to 
render  the  incorporation  illegal.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  incorporation  had  been  tacitly  recog- 
nized by  the  public,  the  county  and  the  State, 
and  that  its  anullment  would  work  great  harm  to 
many  innocent  persons  and  corporations,  the  incor- 
poration was  affirmed  and  legalized  by' the  Supreme 


Court  of  Arkansas  at  the  November  term,  1881.  The 
early  records  of  the  city  were  destroyed  by  lire. 
The  following  gentlemen  have  been  mayors  since 
1877:  1).  O.  Bowles,  1877 ; Henry' Thane,  1.878-751; 
Charles  H.  Harding.  188b;  Leland  Leatherman, 
IbSl  : A.  W.  Bobb.  1882-81;  J.  IV.  Dickinson,  Jr.. 
1S85-D0.  The  members  of  the  city  council  for 
181)0  are  It.  W.  Smith,  D.  O.  Poter,  \Y . E.  Lambe, 
J.  G.  Beitzhammer  and  Charles  F.  Kroeger.  G. 
S.  Dickinson  is  recorder.  Arkansas  City  has  a 
waterworks  system,  and  many  improvements  have 
been  made  in  streets  and  sidewalks.  Under  the 
able  management  of  the  present  mayor  and  his 
advisors,  the  city7  has  been  placed  upon  a sound 
financial  basis.  It  has  good  railway  and  river 
communications,  making  a healthy'  competition 
that  has  reduced  freight  to  a minimum.  A turn- 
pike road  across  the  lowlands  to  Trippe  is  in  pros- 
pect, which  will  put  the  city  at  the  disposal  of 
planters  seeking  a good  market  for  their  produce. 
The  banking  house  of  T.  J.  Leslie  & Son,  known 
as  the  Desha  County  Bank,  was  opened  in  1879, 
and  is  a valuable  business  adjunct. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Martin  is  its  cashier  and  manager. 
There  are  about  forty*  business  houses,  large  and 
small;  a cotton  compress,  with  a capital  of  $00, - 
000;  the  plant  of  the  Desha  Lumber  <fc  Planing 
Company,  with  a capital  of  $500,000;  a planing- 
m ilk  with  a,  capital  of  $18,000;  an  opera  house 
with  a seating  capacity  of  400;  an  elevator,  several 
cotton-gins  and  two  hotels.  Some  of  the  business 
firms  do  as  high  as  $75,000  per  annum:  and  the 
total  amount  of  business  done  by  all  will  reach 
$500,000  each  year.  Ten  thousand  bales  of  cot- 
ton are  handled  each  season,  but  a reasonable  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  bales  passing  through  the 
city*  can  be  placed  at  100,000.  The  assessed  value 
of  all  citv  property  is  $150,000,  but  the  actual  or 
market  value  will  put  the  figures  up  to  half  a mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

There  is  no  other  incorporated  city  or  village  in 
the  county.  Chicot  City,  three  miles  from  Arkan- 
sas City,  once  bade  fair  to  attaiu  to  some  promi- 
nence, but  the  removal  of  the  railroad,  elsewhere 
referred  to.  sealed  its  doom.  Watson  and  Bed 
Fork,  in  Bed  Fork  Township,  are  good  local  trad- 
ing points,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  Walnut 
Lake,  in  Walnut  Lake  Township,  and  Dumars,  in 
Bandolph  Township.  Laconia,  in  Mississippi 
Township,  is  a flourishing  village  of  considerable 
commercial  importance,  having  the  advantages  of 
a good  river  trade. 

Besides  the  places  mentioned,  there  are  in  the 
county'  the  following  named  post  -office.-,  at  some  nf 
which  some  little  business  is  done  in  the  way  of 
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local  trade:  Beith's  Landing,  Halley,  Henrico, 
Hopedale,  McGohee.  Medford.  Pendleton,  Reed- 
ville,  Trippe.  Waddell,  White  River. 

Following  the  first  settlement  of  the  comity 
were  the  usual  pioneer  efforts  at  the  establishment 
of  schools  and  churches.  The  early  schools  were 
of  the  most  primitive  kind,  being  taught  irregu- 
larly by  non-professional  teachers,  in  any  place 
accessible  for  such  use.  As  villages  were  planted 
here  and  there,  more  advanced  schools  were  intro- 
duced, and  better  preceptors  and  more  modern 
methods  were  brought  into  use.  According  to  the 
last  published  report  of  the  county  examiner,  the 
school,  statistics  of  Desha  County  are  given  thus: 
White  children  enumerated,  091;  colored,  2,700; 
total,  3,451.  Number  of  districts,  27:  number 
voting  tax,  19;  number  of  teachers  employed,  25; 
number  of  school-houses,  9;  value  of  school -houses, 
$3,025.  The  last  published  statement  of  the  pub- 
lic school  funds  of  the  county  shows  the  follow- 
ing figures:  Total  amount  on  hand  and  received 

from  the  State  school  fund,  and  from  poll  and  dis- 
trict taxes,  $13,251.78.  Amount  expended — For 
teachers’  salaries,  $0,321.65;  for  building  and  re- 
pairing, $369.30;  for  purchasing  apparatus,  etc.. 
$721.97;  for  treasurer’s  commissions,  $211.87; 
for  other  purposes,  39  cents;  total.  $7,625.18. 
Balance  in  treasury  unexpended— common  school 
fund,  $1,156.76;  district  fund,  $4,469.84;  total, 
$5,626.6(1.  The  early  religious  services  were  held 
on  convenient  plantations  by  traveling  preachers, 
and  the  erection  of  the  first  church  houses  in  dif- 
ferent settlements  were  events  in  local  history  of 
which  there  is,  unfortunately,  little  written  record. 
The  war  retarded  the  progress  of  religion  and  edu- 
cation. and  the  country  was  slow  in  recovering 
from  its  effect  in  this  respect.  At  the  present 
time,  however,  while  the  church  statistics  of  the 
county  are  not  compiled  as  are  the  educational 
statistics,  church  edifices  are  to  be  seen  every- 
where, and  the  evidences  of  their  material  and 
numerical  growth  are  everywhere  visible.  ' 

The  population  of  Desha  County  in  1840  was 
1,598;  it  was  2,911  in  1$50;  6,459  in  HO*';  (3.125 
in  1870,  and  8,973  in  ] $$0.  The  decrease  from 
1860  to  1870  does  not  truly  represent  the  falling 
off  of  population  consequent  upon  the  war.  but 
rather  shows  how  successful  were  the  people  of 
the  county  in.  the  period  immediate]}  after  the  war. 
during  the  succeeding  five  years  regaining,  within 
a few  hundred,  all  of  its  loss  in  this  direction. 
Following  the  period  of  reconstruction  came  that 
of  agricultural  and  commercial  activity,  resulting 
in  the  large  gain  between  1870  and  1880.  The 
census  figures  for  1890  have  not  yet  been  made 


public,  but  the  population  is  estimated  at  nearly 
•15,000.  The  hist  published  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  places  the  total  valuation  of  real  and 
personal  property  in  this  county  at  $2,203,200. 

The  Napoleon  Planter  was  published  at  the 
first  county  seat  by  Robert  H.  Tucker  from  about 
1856  to  about  1858,  perhaps  even  later.  Another 
short-lived  paper  called  the  Sentinel  was  published 
at  Napoleon  before  the  war,  by  E.  Randolph.  A 
short  time  after  the  war  a paper  was  issued  there 
by  5Io.se  Harris,  which  was  finally  sold  to  Rose- 
dale,  Miss. , parties.  The  Times,  Herald  and  Post 
were  published,  one  after  the  other,  at  Chicot  City, 
during  the  brief  supremacy  of  that  place,  mostly 
with  the  same  material,  arid  the  latter  was  removed 
to  Arkansas  City.  One  of  the  Chicot  editors  and 
publishers  was  0.  W . Garland.  The  Post  was  the 
first  paper  at  the  present  seat  of  justice.  It  was 
Democratic  in  politics  and  flourished  from  t874  to 
1S78.  or  thereabout,  when  it  was  bought  by  George 
51.  Beck  and  J . C.  Smith,  who  changed  its  name 
to  the  Journal.  In  1881  it  passed  to  the  proprie- 
torship of  J.  W.  Dickinson,  who  conducted  it  as 
an  independent  paper  until  April,  1884,  when  Col. 
B.  F.  Grace  took  it  in  hand  and  made  it  a straight- 
out  Democratic  paper.  It  was  published  from 
1 880  to  1888,  by  Gates  & Thane,  as  an  independ- 
ent paper,  and  since  1888  has  been  published  by 
Gates  & Biisselieu,  with  D.  A.  Gates  as  editor  and 
business  manager,  as  a Democratic  paper.  It  is 
a four-page,  seven-column  sheet,  ably  edited  and 
well  printed,  the  only  paper  now  published  in 
the  county,  and  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  local 
papers  in  the  State.  It  has  a large  circulation, 
principally  in  Desha.  Chicot  and  Drew  Counties, 
and  is  the  official  organ  of  Desha  County  and  Arkan- 
sas City,  and  has  been  the  official  organ  of  Chicot 
County.  The  Arkansas  City  5Iail  was  published 
two  or  three  years  from  about  1880.  by  the  Low- 
man  Brothers,  under  the  editorial  charge  of  the 
notorious  5Iose  Harris,  who  thus  made  his  second 
advent  in  Desha  County  journalism.  This  paper 
was  called  Independent-Democratic  politically.  In 
1886  J.  R.  Jones  published  for  a short  time  an  In- 
dependent-Republican paper  called  the  Vindicator. 
A Democratic  paper,  also  called  the  Vindicator, 
was  published  about  two  months  in  the  fall  of  1889, 
by  B.  A.  5IcGehee.  All  of  these  papers  not 
accredited  to  Napoleon  or  Chicot  City  were  pub- 
lished at  Arkansas  City.  5Iost  of  them  have  had 
more  or  less  influence  in  molding  the  destinies  of 
the  counties,  and  in  hastening  educational,  polit- 
ical and  material  advancement. 
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James  B.  Amburn.  proprietor  of  the  Hotel  Sa- 
loon, arul  a farmer  of  Franklin  Township, was  born 
in  East  Tennessee  in  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Ga- 
briel and  Elizabeth  J.  (Haynes)  Amburn,  natives, 
also,  of  Tennessee.  Gabriel  Amburn  moved  to 
Louisiana  in  IS 50,  engaged  in  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  but  of  late  years  has  been  tilling  the  soil 
successfully  in  connection.  He  moved  to  Arkansas 
on  January  8,  1870,  settled  where  he  now  lives  in 
Chicot  County,  and  is  now  busily  employed  upon 
his  farm.  Although  he  is  now  getting  along  in 
years,  and  is  quite  well  fixed  in  this  world's  goods, 
he  still  does  a little  smithing  for  his  neighbors  and 
himself.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  his  mar- 
riage, two  only  are  now  living:  Robert  F.  H.  and 

James  B.  Those  deceased  were  named:  Frankie  L. 
(died  at  the  age  of  live  years),  and  Sallie  Ann 
(died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  and  was  the 
wife  S.  M.  Raborn,  of  Chicot  County).  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  on  July  19,  1SS9,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Bv  a former  marriage 
she  became  the  mother,  of  three  children:  Joe 

(now  residing  in  Bowie,  Montague  County.  Tex.), 
Elizabeth  J.  (widow  of  a Mr.  Rogers),  and  Vf.  B.  F. 
(who  resides  at  Point  Comfort,  Chicot  County,  Ark., 
and  is  an  extensive  planter).  James  B.  Amburn 
was  principally  educated  in  Chicot  County,  Ark., 
but  finished  in  Desha  County.  He  began  farming 
on  his  father’s  place  at  the  age  of  twenty  two 
years,  and  rented  land  of  him  for  two  years.  In 
1882  he  engaged  as  clerk  for  J.  C.  Crenshaw,  and 
was  with  him  but  one  year,  when  he  went  to  Little 
Rock,  and  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  for  one 
year.  In  1884  he  embarked  in  the  saloon  busi- 
ness at  Trippe  Station,  as  partner  of  R.  D.  Cren- 
shaw. but  was  there  only  one  year,  when  he  moved 
to  Arkansas  City  (1885),  following  the  same  occu- 
pation as  before.  He  has  been  very  successful  at 
this,  has  one  of  the  iinest  bars  in  the  city,  and  has 
a large  trade.  He  is  gentlemanly  and  courteous 
in  his  intercourse  with  the  public,  and  extends  a 
warm  welcome  to  the  stranger  entering  his  place 
of  business.  He  is  also  interested  in  farming,  and 
owns  a nice  farm  of  150  acres,  in  Chicot  County, 
with  forty  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  also 
renting  in  this  county  a large  plantation  of  GOO 
acres,  known  as  the  Duffin  Place,  and  devotes 
much  of  his  time  to  this  farm,  while  he  rents  his 
own.  He  was  married  in  September,  1888.  to 
Miss  Ida  May  Leverett,  of  Arkansas  City.  She 
was  born  in  Desha  County  in  18(55.  Mr.  Amburn 
is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. , Valley  Lodge  No. 
21.  and  is  treasurer  of  the  Uniformed  Rank, 
Division  12.  He  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  this  State.  He  was  elected  coroner  of  the 


county  in  1884,  which  position  he  filled  in  a satis- 
factory manner.  He  gives  his  hearty  support  to 
. all  enterprises  that  tend  to  develop  the  resources 
of  his  county,  and  is  one  of  the  thorough  business 
: men  of  the  place. 

Capt.  James  A.  Anderson,  a planter  and  stock 
dealer,  was  born  in  Amite  County.  Miss.,  in  1820, 
being  a son  of  John  B.  and  Sarah  (Way)  Ander- 
son, who  were  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  there 
married,  their  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  six 
sons  and  two  daughters,  only  two  of  the  family, 
James  A.  and  Joseph  W.,  now  living.  The  father 
died  in  183S,  his  wife  preceding  him  to  their  long 
home  in  1834.  Capt.  James  A.  Anderson  was 
married  in  Louisiana  in  1855  to  Miss  Susan 
Montgomery,  and  a family  of  eleven  children  has 
been  born  to  them,  of  w'hom  the  following  are  liv- 
ing: Anna  C.  (wife  of  C.  F.  Wells,  a merchant 
and  planter,  now  doing  business  at  Dermott.  Chi- 
cot County,  Ark.).  Mary  (wife  of  W.  J.  Raborn.  a 
planter  of  Chicot  County),  James  G. , Philander 
S. , Ellen  D.  and  Sue.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren was  born  in  Louisiana  about  the  year  1835, 
was  a worthy  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  was  an  excellent  wile,  mother  and  neighbor. 
Mr.  Anderson  was  a soldier  in  the  late  w'ar.  enlist- 
ing in  Company  B,  under  Capt.  7V.  D.  Trotter, 
and  served  until  the  surrender  in  1805.  He  was 
first  second  lieutenant  of  his  company,  but  was 
afteiuvard  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain.  He 
■ has  been  a resident  of  Arkansas  since  1852,  but 
first  resided  in  Chicot  County,  and  there  pur- 
chased land.  He  built  him  a log-cabin,  improved 
his  place,  and  is  now,  by  his  own  exertions,  one 
of  the  wealthy  agriculturists  of  this  portion  of  the 
State,  being  the  owner  of  1,200  acres  of  land,  with 
500  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  a Master  Ma- 
. son.  and  in  his  political  views  is  a Democrat,  his 
first  presidential  vote  being  cast  for  Zachary  Tay- 
lor. 

David  C.  Atkinson.  In  giving  a history  of  the 
worthy  residents  of  Desha  County,  Ark.,  mentiou 
should  not  fail  to  be  made  of  Mr.  Atkinson-,  for  he 
is  a progressive  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  a man  pos- 
sessing many  worthy  qualities.  He  was  born  in 
the  county  in  1855,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary 
N.  (Fossit)  Atkinson,  who  were  bom  in  Tennessee 
and  Arkansas,  respectively,  and  his  early  life  was 
spent  on  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  learned  the 
details  of  farm  work,  and  in  attending  school.  At 
the  age  of  ii ft.ee n years  he  was  sent  to  Tennessee 
to  finish  his  studies,  and  when  still  but  a youth  in 
years,  began  to  light,  the  battle  of  life  alone  as  a 
farmer,  and  when  the  fact  is  mentioned  that  he 
has  acquired  1 00  acres  of  line  land  bv  his  own  excel- 
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lent  management  and  energy,  he  may  be  said  to 
'have  been  successful.  He  has  forty  acres  cleared 
and  under  cultivation,  on  which  he  raises  cotton 
and  corn,  and  in  addition  to  these  products,  is  en- 
gaged in  raising  stock  in  a small  wav.  He  has 
always  been  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  na- 
tive county,  and  every  worthy  public  enterprise 
finds  in  him  a warm  supporter.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views,  and  socially  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  K.  of  H.  His  union  to  Miss  Celia  Cf. 
Cromer  was  celebrated  in  1879,  she  being  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Matilda  Cromer,  both 
natives  of  the  Blue-Grass  State.  Mrs.  Atkinson 
is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  her  union  with  Mr.  Atkinson  has  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  seven  children,  but  one  of  whom  is 
living:  Willie  D. , Ida  M.,  Johnnie,  Eugene.  Gro- 
ver C. , and  two  children  unnamed,  are  dead. 

Dr.  Harvey  X.  Austin  is  an  eminent  physician 
and  surgeon  of  Silver  Lake  Township,  but  his 
practice  is  not  alone  confined  to  this  locality,  but 
extends  over  a large  area  where  his  skill  and  talent 
have  been  the  means  of  restoring  many  to  health 
and  happiness.  He  was  born  in  Oxford  County,  of 
Canada  West,  March  9,  1837,  and  is  a son  of 
Henry  Austin,  a native  of  New  York,  who  was 
born  in  1790  and  died  about  1877.  He  resided  in 
his  native  State  until  about  fifteen  years  of  age. 
then  removed  with  his  parents  to  Canada  West, 
and  there  attained  manhood,  and  made  his  home 
until  his  death,  being  the  owner  of  a handsome 
property,  which  he  had  accumulated  by  farming, 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  wife,  whose  maiden, 
name  was  Mary  J.  Ross,  was  born  in  the  Emerald 
Isle  in  1800,  and  when  a child  of  seven  years,  was 
brought  by  her  parents  to  Canada,  where  she  was 
reared,  educated  and  married.  Her  death  occurred 
at  Woodstock,  Canada,  in  1875.  They  became 
the  parents  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters:  Will- 
iam W.  (a  resident  farmer  of  Oxford  County, 
Canada),  Helen  (the  wife  of  David  Hulet.  a farmer 
of  Canada),  Harvey  N. , Edwin  la  farmer  residing 
near  Niagara  Halls,  in  New  York),  Minnie  (wifeof 
J.  W.  Buckley,  a resident  of  New  York  City ).  John 
H.  (a  real  estate  agent  of  St.  Augustine.  Fla.). 
Elizabeth  (the  deceased  wife  of  John  Combs),  and 
Harriet  (the  deceased  wife  of  Henry  Taylor;.  Dr. 
Harvey  N.  Austin  attended  the  common  schools  of 
Canada,  but  completed  his  education  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor.  'He  began  the 
study  of  medicine  in  Canada  with  Dr.  J.  W.  Smith, 
and  for  two  terms  attended  lectures  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  after  which  he  graduated  from  the 
Albany  Medical  School.  At  a still  later  period  he 
attended  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 


of  New  York,  of  which  noted  school  he  is  also  a 
graduate,  taking  his  degree  in  1.865.  Ho  has  be- 
gun practicing,  however,  in  1800,  after  graduating 
at  Albany  in  1859,  his  labors  in  the  “healing  art.'’ 
being  first  carried  on  at  Lancaster.  Mo. , where  lie 
remained  until  the  Civil  War  broke  out.  In  June, 

1 801,  he  joined  the  Confederate  army  as  regimental 
surgeon  of  the  Third  Missouri  State  Militia,  and 
was  on  hospital  duty  the  most  of  his  service.  After 
the  war  he  settled  at  Stiles,  Iowa,  but  in  1870  came 
to  his  present  location,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home  with  the  exception  of  three  years,  which 
were  spent,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  one 
year  spent  at  Mulberry  and  two  at  Eureka  Springs. 
He  is  doing  an  exceptionally  line  practice,  and 
holds  an  enviable  place  in  the  estimation  of  all  who 
know  him,  both  professionally  and  socially.  His 
wife  was  born  in  Arkansas  County,  Ark.,  in  1850. 
Pier  union  with  the  Doctor  was  consummated 
April  29,  1880,  and  both  are  active  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  The  Doctor  is  a Democrat  and 
a Master  Mason. 

Wilson  F.  Bessellieu,  of  the  firm  of  Gates  & Bes- 
sellieu,  of  the  Arkansas  City  Journal,  was  born  in 
Monticelio,  Drew  County,  Ark.,  in  1865,  and  is  the 
third  of  ten  children  born  to  the  union  of  William 
F.  and  Mattie  (Henningway)  Bessellieu,  the  father 
a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  mother  of  Mis- 
sissippi. Wjlliam  F.  Bessellieu  is  an  M.  D.  by 
profession,  and  has  been  located  in  Monticelio, 
where  he  practiced,  for  many  years,  since  i860. 
He  has  not  practiced  now  for  sometime  on  account 
of  an.  injury  received  from  a fall  from  a horse.  He 
tilled  the  office  of  county  assessor  for  a number  of 
years,  and  was  a man  who  merited  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  his  mar- 
riage, seven  are  now  living:  Elizabeth  (wife  of  John 
Tardy),  Wilson  F.,  Willie  S..  Annie  L.,  -Mary, 
Wiley  and  Collie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bessellieu  are 
both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Monticelio. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  K. 
of  H.  Wilson  F.  Bessellieu  was  educated  in  Mon - 
ticello  at  the  graded  school,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  entered  the  printing  establishment 
of  James  Gotlian,  on  the  Monticellion,  remaining 
there  1 liree  years.  He  came  to  his  present  office 
in  1 887,  worked  for  the  proprietor  of  the  Journal, 
and  in  18SS  bought  one-half  interest  in  the  Arkan- 
sas City  Journal,  which  ho  is  now  engaged  in  ed- 
iting, in  partnership  with  David  A.  Gates.  This 
paper  has  the  largest  circulation  of  any  county  pa- 
per .in  the  State,  and  its  proprietors  are  young  men 
of  ability  and  progressive  ideas.  This  firm  does 
the  county  work  for  this  and  Chicot  Counties,  be- 
ing the  official  organ  for  each  county.  Mr.  Bessel- 
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lieu  is  a rising  young  man,  and  by  bis  courteous 
and  pleasing  address  has  become  very  popular. 
He  is  one  who  labors  for  the  good  of  his  county, 
and  extends  his  aid  to  any  and  all  enterprises  that, 
tend  to  the  development  of  the  same. 

Robert  H.  Beith  is  a man  of  advanced  views, 
and  is  a successful  planter  and  merchant  of  Laconia, 
Desha  Countv,  Ark.  He  was  born  in  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  in  1825,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Ann 
(Hamilton)  Beith,  who  were  also  born  in  that  land. 
His  advantages  were  good,  and  he  remained  in 
Scotland  until  IS  10,  or  until  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  then  emigrated  to  Canada,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1847  came  to  the  United  States.  The  first  two 
years  were  spent  in  traveling  over  the  country  look- 
ing for  a suitable  location,  and  for  a short  time 
worked  as  a clerk  in  St.  Louis,  after  which  he  went 
to  New  Orleans,  and  began  boating  on  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  which  business  he  continued  until  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  War.  After  the  cessation  of 
hostilities,  ho  settled  in  Desha  County,  Ark. . which 
county  has  since  been  his  home,  his  occupation  be- 
ing that  of  a merchant  and  planter,  in  both  of  which 
he  lias  been  remarkably  successful.  His  mercantile 
establishment  embraces  a stock  of  goods  worth  about 
82,500,  and  be  has  land  to  the  amount  of  1 ,000  acres, 
of  which  350  are  cleared  aud  io  a good  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  was  married  in  Memphis,  Tenn. , in 
1856,  to  Miss  Martha  Honing,  and  by  her  has  had 
a family  of  seven  children:  James,  Mary  A.,  Robert 
H.,  Y eronica.  William,  Martha  and  Joseph.  James, 
Martha  and  Mary  A.  are  deceased  Robert,  Will- 
iam and  Veronica  are  marr  ied  and  live  in  homes  of 
their  own,  but  Joseph  still  resides  with  his  father. 
Mr.  Beith  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  interest- 
ed in  all  enterprises  for  the  public  weal,  support- 
ing them,  if  worthy  of  support,  both  by  his  influ- 
ence and  liberal  contributions  of  money.  He  and 
wife  are  Presbyterians  in  faith. 

William  A.  Birch  is  a merchant  and  farmer  now 
doing  business  at  Tillar,  Ark.,  the  style  of  the 
firm  with  which  he  belongs  being  Henry  Bros.  A 
Birch.  Since  February  he  has  been  associated 
with  Dishough  & Tillar,  at  Winchester.  Drew 
County,  Ark.  Mr.  Birch  was  born  near  Lake  village, 
in  Chicot  County.  Ark.,  March  22,  1840.  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Plierbia  (Haskiu-p  Birch,  the 
former  a Kentuckian  born  about  1813.  He  was 
of  Scotch  Irish  descent,  a carpenter  by  trade,  and 
emigrated  from  his  native  State  to  Arkansas  with 
his  parents  when  a small  boy.  and  was  here  reared 
and  married,  the  last  event  taking  place  in  1837, 
his  wife  being  a daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Leanah 
(Ward)  Haskins.  He  died  at  Point  Comfort.  Chicot 
County.  February  27,  1807,  and  his  wife  in  1844  at 


1h(j  age  of  twenty-two  years.  A family  of  three 
children  was  born  to  them:  William  A. .Calvin  (de- 
i ceased),  and  Hiram  (deceased).  After  the  death  of 
the  mother  of  these  children  Mr.  Birch  married  Mrs. 
Adeline  Sullivan,  the  widow  of  Warren  Sullivan,  of 
Chicot  County,  their  marriage  taking  place  in  1857, 
and  their  union  resulting. in  the  birth  of  three  sous 
and  one  daughter,  Thomas  W.  being  the  only  one 
I now  living.  Alonzo,  Joshua  and  Priscilla  are  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Birch  died  on  March  5.  1807.  William 
A.  Birch  began  life  for  himself  as  a farmer  on  his 
father’s  land  in  the  spring  of  1800,  and  continued 
to  till  the  property  until  1870,  when  he  purchased 
land  of  his  own,  and  now  has  a nicely  improved 
farm  of  110  acres,  on  which  is  a good  frame  resi- 
deuce,  barns  and  tenement  houses,  all  of  which 
' have  been  acquired  since  the  war.  as  during  that 
time  he  lost  all  his  property  to  the  amount  of 
827,000.  May  10,  1801.  he  enlisted  in  the  Mounted 
Riflemen,  a company  made  up  at  Lake  Tillage, 
under  Capt.  Jacob  McConnell,  and  with  him  he 
j participated  in  the  battles  of  Oak  Hill,  Farming- 
ton.  Murfreesboro.  Richmond  (Ivy. ),  Cbickamauga, 
i and  all  the  engagements  from  Rocky  Face  Ridge 
! to  Atlanta,  Jonesboro.  Franklin,  Nashville  and  Ben - 
tonville.  He  was  paroled  at  Meridian,  Miss.,  May 
: 10,  1885.  January  3.  1807,  he  was  married  to 
Aliss  Mary  J.  Scott,  a native  of  Louisiana,  born  on 
July  27,  1849,  being  a daughter  of  David  H.  and 
Eliza  (Estill)  Scott.  Air.  Birch’s  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  the  following  children : Andy,  Hiram, 

! Austin.  Edwin  and  Leon  living,  and  David,  Ruth 
and  Alyrtie  dead.  Air.  Birch,  in  addition  to  man- 
; ao-ing  his  farm,  is  engaged  in  general  merchandis- 
' ing,  and  carries  a stock  of  goods  valued  at  85,000. 

He  belongs  to  the  Alasonic  order,  Bronson  Lodge 
No.  113,  the  K.  of  H. .Tillar  Lodge  No.  3215. 
and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Alethodist 
i Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  he  is  a steward  in 
the  same.  Airs.  Birch’s  father  and  mother  were 
: born  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  respectively,  and  the 
former  was  engaged  in  farming  throughout  life. 

His  wife  is  related  to  Capt.  James  Estill.  who  was 
massacred  by  the  Indians  at  the  present  site  of 
Estill  Station.  Ky. 

Churchill  H.  Blackburn.  The  agricultural  af- 
fairs of  Desha  Count}-,  Ark.,  are  ably  represented, 
among -others,  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  ! 
comes  of  a prominent  old  family,  the  Blackburns 
of  Kentucky,  some  members  of  which  family  have 
for  generations  been  well-known  planters  and  stock- 
men of  the  famous  Kentucky  Blue  Grass  regions, 
of  whom  Col.  Edward  AI.  Blackburn,  the  father  of 
Churchill  H. . is  one  of  the  foremost.  He  was  born  in 
I that  State  in  1787,  and  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
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eighty  throe  years,  having  become,  during  his  long 
life,  well  and  prominently  known  for  many  miles  : 
around.  He  was  educated  for  the  profession  of  law, 
but  this  not  being  congenial  to  his  tastes,  he  aban- 
doned it  to  become  a tiller  of  the  soil,  and  found  that 
the  excellent  education  which  lie  had  received  was 
essential  to  the  successful  conduct  of  his  chosen  call- 
ing. He  was  one  of  a large  family  of  children,  and 
all  his  brothers  were  professional  men.  Church, one 
brother,  became  an  eminent  physician;  Luke  and 
William  became  noted  attorneys;  Jonathan  was 
also  a lawyer  of  prominence,  and  George  was  a i 
Baptist  minister  of  note.  Col.  Edward  M.  Black- 
burn was  married  to  Hiss  Lavinia  Bell,  also  a Ken- 
tuckian, and  by  her  became  the  father  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  George  E.  (born  Julv  0,  1810, 
received  an  excellent  education  in  his  youth,  grad-  I 
uating  from  Transylvania  College,  of  Lexington, 
Ivy.,  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  after  leav- 
ing; school  adopted  farming;  as  his  calling,  and 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  his  native 
State,  but  died  in  Washington  County,  Miss.,  in  ; 
1853,  at  the  age  of  forty-three  years),  John  B. 
(died  in  infancy),  Frances  A.  (was  born  in  1813  ' 
and  died,  in  Desha  County,  Ark.,  several  years 
since).  Luke  P.  (was  born  in  1815.  received  excel- 
lent educational  advantages,  and  started  out  in  life 
for  himself  as  a physician;  he  became  prominent 
in  politics,  and  was  elected  governor  of  Kentucky, 
which  capacity  he  served  with  distinction.  Dur- 
ing the  yellow  fever  epidemic  in  Cuba,  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  English  Government  as  a medical 
expert  to  examine  and  report  as  to  the  best  methods 
of  treating  that  fearful  scourge,  and  in  this  as  in  i 
all  other  cases,  he  discharged  his  duties  faithfully 
and  well.  In  every  walk  in  life  he  was  true,  hon- 
est and  upright,  and  he  wielded  a powerful  influence 
for  good  over  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
He  died  in  Louisville,  Ky. , in  1887,  at  the  age  of  . 
seventy-three  years),  Edward  L.  (was  born  in 
1817  and  died  in  infancy),  Mary  P.  (was  born  in 
1819,  and  became  the  wife  of  Judge  Morris,  of 
Chicago,  dying  in  1885),  Elizabeth  J.  (was  born 
April  3,  1821,  and  became  the  wife  of  Gen.  T. 
B.  Flournoy . who  distinguished  himself  in  the 
Confederate  army,  dying  in  1801;  his  widow  re- 
sides in  Greenville,  Miss.).  William  E.  (was  born  in 
1823,  was  a graduate  of  Oxford  College,  and  chose 
the  law  as  his  profession,  and  although  he  died 
quite  young,  he  had  become  well  known  as  a law- 
yer of  prominence),  Henry  B.  (was  born  in  1825, 
was  also  a graduate  of  Oxford  College,  and  became 
a well-known  and  prominent  physician,  this  call- 
ing receiving  his  attention  for  fifty  years:  he 
died  when  about  sixty  two  years  of  age),  Churchill  j 


H.  (was  next  in  order  of  birth,  and  was  born  in 
Woodford  County,  Ky. , in  1827,  a short  sketch  of 
his  life  is  given  below),  Edwin  M.  (was  born  in 
1829,  graduated  from  Transylvania  College,  and 
chose  the  medical  profession  as  his  calling;  he 
made  an  enviable  reputation  for  himself  as  a sur- 
geon, giving  that  part  of  his  practice  the  most  of 
his  attention;  he  pursued  his  investigations  for 
four  years  in  Europe,  and  although  he  died  at  the 
untimely  age  of  thirty-six  years,  he  had  become 
eminent;  his  death  occurred  in  Natchez,  bliss.), 
Breckenridge  L.  (was  born  in  1832,  graduated 
from  Danville  College,  and  prior  to  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  Memphis,  Term.,  he  had  acquired  a 
large  legal  practice,  and  was  a well  known  attor- 
ney), James  W.  (was  born  in  1S34-,  also  graduated 
from  Danville  College,  and  although  he  is  now  en- 
gaged in  planting,  on  the  old  homestead,  in  Wood- 
ford County,  Ky.,  he  is  a lawyer  by  profession  and 
is  a well  known  politician  of  that  State,  having 
represented  his  county  in  the  State  Legislature, 
once  in  the  House  and  once  in  the  Senate),  Joe  E. 
Stiles  (was  born  in  1838,  graduated  from  Danville 
College  and  became  a lawyer;  he  has  attained 
great  prominence,  not  only  in  his  profession  but 
as  a public  man,  and  besides  representing  bis 
county  in  the  State  Legislature,  was  a member  of 
the  United  States  Senate  for  six  years;  he  is 
a man  who  wields  a wide  political  influence,  for  he 
possesses  a brilliant  intellect,  much  personal  mag- 
netism, and  is  of  dignified  and  commanding  bear- 
ing, and  fully  deserves  the  popularity  and  honor 
which  he  has  gained).  Churchill  H.  Blackburn, 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  memoir,  spent  his 
youth  in  his  native  State,  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
world  of  books  was  acquired  from  a private  tutor. 
When  about  twenty  years  of  age  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Frances  J.  Hale,  and  immediately 
began  life  for  himself  as  a merchant,  in  Frankfort, 
Ky. , continuing  there  for  two  years,  when  he 
abandoned  this  work  to  devote  his  attention  to  ag- 
riculture, ibis  occupation  receiving  his  attention 
for  five  subsequent  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
he  came  to  Laconia.  Desha  County,  Ark.,  purchased 
<i  farm,  and  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until  the 
opening  of  the  war.  bis  attention  being  aLo  given 
to  merchandising.  In  1802  he  joined  the  Confeder- 
ate service,  Company  B,  Shank’s  regiment.  Shel- 
by’s brigade,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Helena. 
Little  Rock  and  numerous  skirmishes,  but  at  the 
end  of  two  years  was  detailed  for  scouting  duty, 
and  in  this  capacity  served  until  the  final  surrender, 
at  which  time  he  returned  home  to  recuperate  his 
shattered  fortunes.  He  resumed  his  former  oeeu- 
pationsrand  gradually  fortune  smiled  on  his  effort". 
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and  bo  is  now  the  owner  of  500  acres  of  line  land, 
and  has  under  cultivation  about  050  acres,  which 
will  average  about  300  bales  of  cotton  each  year. 
He  also  raises  some  stock,  but  has  found  his  great- 
est profit  in  cotton.  He  contributes  liberally  of 
his  menus  in  the  support  of  worthy  movements,  but 
only  takes  a quiet  interest  in  political  matters,  al- 
though he  always  votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  He 
is  a man  who  would  be  an  acquisition  to  any  com- 
munity. for,  throughout  his  career  he  has  endeav- 
ored to  follow  the  teachings  of  the  Golden  Kale,  and 
has  kept  his  illustrious  name  pure  in  the  fight  of 
God  and  man.  A family  of  four  children  has 
been  born  to  bis  union:  Henrietta  (wife  of  Capt. 
J.  T.  Warfield,  t lie  present  sheriff  of  Desha 
County),  Fannie  (deceased),  Lullie  (at  home),  and 
Jilson  (an  enterprising  young  man,  in  business  for 
himself).  Mrs.  Blackburn's  parents.  Louis  and 
Letitia  (Flournoy)  Hale,  were  Kentuckians. 

Charles  B.  Blackburn.  It  is  without  doubt 
true  that  the  life  of  any  man  is  of  great  benefit,  to 
a community  when  all  his  efforts  are  directed 
toward  advancing  its  interests  and  if  he  lives  ac- 
cording to  the  teachings  of  the  Golden  Rule,  he 
can  not  fail  to  win  the  love  and  respect,  of  all  who 
know  him.  Such  a man  is  Mr.  Blackburn,  who  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  mercantile  and 
farming  interests  of  Desha  County,  Ark.  He 
was  born  in  Chicot  County,  Ark.,  iri  1845,  and  is 
a son  of  George  C.  and  Isabella  P.  (Buck)  Black- 
burn, native  Kentuckians,  their  families  being 
among  the  oldest  and  most  aristocratic  of  the 
Blue-Grass  State,  Senator  Joe  Blackburn  being  a 
brother  of  George  C.  The  immediate  subject  of 
this  memoir  was  reared  in  Woodford  County,  Kv. , 
having  been  taken  there  by  his  father  when  quite 
young,  and  like  so  many  of  the  substantial  citizens 
of  this  country  at  the  present  time,  lie  was  initi- 
ated into  the  mysteries  of  farming  from  his  earliest 
youth,  and  this  has  since  been  one  of  the  callings 
to  which  his  attention  has  been  directed.  He  was 
not  favored  with  many  opportunities  for  attending 
school,  owing  to  circumstances  over  which  he  had 
no  control,  and  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years, 
in  1801,  he  enlisted  iu  the  Confederate  army, 
Malcom’s  company,  Price" s escort  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  following  engagements:  Arkan- 
sas Post,  Poison  Springs.  Jenkins’  Ferry,  Pine 
Bluff,  besides  a great  many  skirmishes  in  which 
his  command  was  constantly  engaged.  He  was 
captured  on  one  occasion,  but.  on  account  of  his 
extreme  youth  was  released  and  allowed  to  return 
to  his  command.  He  served  throughout  the  en- 
tire war  and  surrendered  at  Shreveport..  La.,  re- 
turning to  his  home  in  Arkansas.  Being  of  au 
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enterprising  and.  rather  restless  disposition,  he  did 
not  long  remain  here  however,  but  went  to  .Mem- 
phis, Tenti.,  where  he  spent  one  year  in  clerking 
in  a large  business  house  of  that  city,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time  he  returned  to  his  native 
State  and  settled  down  to  business,  opening  a mer- 
cantile establishment  in  Laconia,  in  1808.  with 
what  success  may  be  inferred  when  the  fact  is 
mentioned  that  he  now  carries  a stock  of  goods 
valued  at  85.000  and  does  an  annual  business  of 
850,000.  Being  accommodating  and  perfectly 
honorable  and  upright  in  his  dealings  with  his 
patrons,  he  has  become  well  known  and  very  popu- 
lar, and  iu  his  agricultural  enterprises  he  has  been 
no  less  successful,  as  he  now  owns  2,300  acres  of 
admirable  farming  land,,  and  has  1,200  acres 
cleared  and  under  cultivation.  His  land  yields  on 
an  average  of  750  bales  of  cotton  per  year,  and 
other  farm  products  can  be  raised  in  abundance. 
He  gives  some  attention  to  the  propagation  of 
stock,  but  does  not.  enter  extensively  into  this  in- 
dustry. Although  not  an  active  partisan  lie  votes 
the  Democrat  ticket,  and  is  always  interested  in 
the  success  and  welfare  of  his  party.  Public- 
spirited  and  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
his  county,  all  enterprises  for  the  upbuilding  of 
the  same  find  in  him  a warm  advocate  and  a 
hearty  supporter,  institutions  of  learning,  espe- 
cially, finding  in  him  a liberal  contributor.  He  has 
shown  his  approval  of  secret  organizations  by  be- 
coming a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
is  a member  in  good  standing  in  his  lodge.  His 
marriage  to  Miss  Cynthia  Monroe,  was  consummated 
in  1S75.  she  being  a daughter  of  Ben  and  Martha 
(Halawav)  Monroe,  native  Kentuckians.  They 
have  reared  a worthy  family  of  four  children: 
Georgia  E.,  Clifton  S..  Eddie  M.  and  Mary  51. 
Mr.  Mrs.  Blackburn  are  a genial,  hospitable  and 
sincere  couple,  and  are  held  iu  high  esteem  by  all 
who  know  them. 

William  \Y.  Bowles,  the  oldest  resident  of  this 
portion  of  Desha  County,  and  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  the  same,  was  born  in  Flu- 
vanna County.  Ya. , in  1832,  and  is  the  nia  of 
Oscar  and  Elizabeth  E.  Bowles.  Oscar  Bowles 
came  to  this  county  in  1835.  making  the  trip  in  a 
fiatboat  from  Yirginia.  and  landed  where  Arkan- 
sas City  now  stands,  when  there  were  but  about 
four  acres  cleared  and  one  log-cabin.  He  brought 
with  him  the  slaves  belonging  to  John  II.  Camp- 
bell, and  was  overseer  for  the  last-named  gentle- 
man and  sons  for  seventeen  years.  There  were 
other  similar  improvements  in  this  section  of  the 
county,  and  Mr.  Bowles  opened  for  Mr.  Campbell 
the  first  farm  iu  this  part  of  the  county,  which  was 
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at  that  time  a vast  wilderness,  and  game  abounded 
in  vast  numbers  throughout  the  entire  country, 
and  what  few  white  male  inhabitants  there  were 
here  at  that  time  were  mainly  hunters  and  rafts- 
men. After  leaving  the  employ  of  Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Bowles  and  Charles  Campbell  purchased  a 
farm  of  land  of  a Mr.  Johnson,  one  of  the  early 
settlers,  and  immediately  engaged  in  cultivating 
the  soil,  remaining  in  partnership  from  RS50  to 
1 SCO.  During  the  war  Mr.  Bowles  moved  his  and 
Campbell’s  negroes  back  on  Crooked  Bayou,  where 
they  remained  for  one  year,  and  then  Mr.  Camp- 
bell took  his  negroes  to  Texas.  After  the  war  Mr. 
Bowles  returned  to  his  farm  and  resumed  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful. 
His  death  occurred  in  1874,  when  he  was  drowned 
by  going  through  a crevasse,  in  the  levee  in  a dug- 
out.  His  widow  still  survives,  makes  her  home  in 
Arkansas  City  on  her  own  property,  and  as  she  was 
bom  July  3,  1812,  she  is  now  seventy-eight  years  of 
age.  The  father  was  born  in  Nelson  County 
Ya.,  March  31,  1811.  William  W.  Bowles  was 
principally  educated  at  Washington  College,  Tenn., 
and  November  20,  1859,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Elmira  McMullen,  a native  of  Alabama,  but  who 
came  with  her  parents  to  this  county  when  a little 
girl.  Mr.  Bowles  has  always  followed  planting 
and  stock-raising,  making  a specialty  of  the  latter 
occupation.  He  is  the  owner  of  about  605  acres 
of  good  bottom  land,  with  about  100  acres  im- 
proved, with  fair  buildings,  etc.,  and  aside  from 
this  he  is  the  owner  of  a desirable  residence  in  the 
city.  In  1801  Mr.  Bowles  enlisted  in  the  Confed- 
erate army  as  a private  in  Company  G.  Twenty- 
third  Arkansas,  and  served  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
He  was  with  Gen.  Price,  and  was  at  the  evacuation 
and  battle  of  Corinth  and  the  surrender  of  Port 
Hudson  He  was  at  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson, 
was  here  captured,  but  was  paroled  after  being 
held  a prisoner  for  only  three  and  a half  days.  He 
came  home  and  was  exchanged  in  the  fall  of  1803, 
and  in  1804  he  joined  a scouting  company  in  this 
section,  but  was  not  in  active  service  the  last  six 
months  on  account  of  his  eyes,  which  were  injured 
at  Port  Hm Ison:  The  first  three  years  after  the 

war  Mr.  Bo  los  was  eogagv-1  as  book-keeper  and 
salesman  for  Cabbell.  Sappington  & Armour  as  a 
lumber  dealer  and  saw-mill  man  at  Cypress  Bend, 
and  received  875  per  month.  He  bad  only  his 
place  and  one  mule  left  to  commence  work  with 
after  the  war,  and  his  mother  in-law  and  wife  were 
weaving  and  making  their  own  clothing,  conse- 
quently be  accepted  the  above-mentioned  position. 
Mr.  Bowles  and  wife  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  live  of  whom  are  now  living:  Mary  E. 


(wife  of  J.  W.  Davis,  the  present  postmaster  of 
Arkansas  City),  Joseph  S.,  William  J..  John  A. 
and  Jessie  E.  Mr.  Bowles  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  Branson  Chapter  No.  25, 
Branson  Blue  Lodge  No.  113.  Politically  he  is 
Democratic  in  his  tendencies..  He  was  constable 
of  Desha  and  Chicot  Counties  for  four  years,  and 
also  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  a 
like  number  of  years  in  the  same  counties. 

David  O.  Bowles,  planter,  Arkansas  City. 
Ark.  Mr.  Bowles  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
Franklin  Township,  and  is  a man  who  has  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  acquainted  with  him.  He 
is  a native-born  resident  of  Desha  County,  born  in 
1838,  and  is 'the  son  of  Oscar  and  Elizabeth  (Mel- 
ton) Bowles,  natives  of  Nelson  and  Fluvanna 
Counties,  Ya.,  respectively.  Oscar  Bowles  came 
to  this  State  in  1832,  and  bought  land  adjoining 
that  upon  which  Arkansas  City  is  now  standing. 
He  came  here  in  company  with  G W.  Campbell, 
and  the  latter  bought  the  land  upon  which  the  city 
now  stands.  They  tilled  the  soil  upon  adjoining 
farms  for  a number  of  years,  and  in  the  foities  en- 
tered into  a partnership  in  stock-raising.  This 
partnership  existed  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Camp- 
bell in  1806.  They  owned  and  operated  a large 
farm  in  this  township,  known  now  as  the  Boston 
farm,  and  this  they  worked  very  successfully. 
They  were  large  stock-raisers  of  cattle,  horses  and 
mules.  Air.  Bowles  was  not  a politician  although 
one  among  the  most  popular  men  of  the  county. 
He  was  captain  of  the  militia  here  previous  to  the 
late  unpleasantness,  and  afterward  tilled  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  continued  his  agri- 
cultural affairs  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
IS 74,  when  he  was  drowned  while  crossing  a crev- 
asse in  the  levee  near  old  Chicot  City.  His  widow 
still  survives  him,  and  is  seventy-eight  years  of 
age,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  grand- daugh- 
ter, Airs.  Lizzie  Trippe,  of  Arkansas  City.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Bowles  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
\V.  \V.  (a  planter  and  stock-raiser  of  Franklin 
Township,  and  who  now  resides  in  the  city),  D.  O., 
Alary  E.  (deceased  wife  of  a Air.  Dickson),  and  J. 
AL  (deceased).  D.  O.  Bowles  was  educated  prin- 
i cipally  in  Desha  County,  at  Chicot  City,  where, 
previous  to  the  war,  the  planters  of  this  county  had 
built  up  a school,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  v ears 
he  became  assistant  to  his  father  on  the  plantation. 
He  acted  as  general  superintendent,  and  managed 
the  hands,  etc.  At  the  ago  of  twenty-two  he  en- 
tered the  Confederate  service  in  Company  IT. 
Churchill’s  First  Arkansas  Mounted  Titles.  Mc- 
Nair’s brigade,  and  served  first  in  the  Western 
army,  and  was  first  in  the  battle  of  Oak  Hills.  He 
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was  captured  at  Elk  Horn  Tavern  and  sent  to  Al- 
ton, 111.  He  was  sent  South  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  summer  of  1802,  reported  to  his  old  command, 
and  entered  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Barboursville,  Perrv- 
ville,  Knoxville,  Ohickamanga,  Missionary  Midge, 
and  was  in  all  the  battles  from  Dalton,  (la. . to 
Atlanta.  During  the  winter  of  1801  or  1 8(35  he 
was  serving  in  the  Secret  Deciphering  Department 
for  the  Confederate  army  from  Dalton  to  Atlanta, 
and  was  ordered  to  report  to  tire  war  department  at 
Richmond,  Ya.,  four  days  previous  to  the  time 
when  Gen.  Hood  had  taken  command  of  the  army 
in  place  of  Gen  J.  E.  Johnston.  Mr.  Bowles 
was  commissioned  captain,  and  while  serving  in 
that  capacity  from  the  war  department  was  ordered 
to  report  to  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  in  command  of 
the  \\  estern  army,  then  stationed  at  Shreveport, 
La.  He  was  then  ordered  by  Gen.  Kirby  Smith 
to  operate  in  the  secret  service  department  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  but  only  tilled  this  position  for 
a short  time,  when  Col.  Carlton  appointed  him  as 
adjutant  of  his  regiment.  This  position  he  held 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  His  command  was  pa- 
roled at  Pine  Bluff,  and  although  Mr.  Bowles  did 
not  surrender,  he,  like  all  other  good  men,  has 
accepted  with  a good  grace  the  termination  of  the 
war.  He  returned  home,  engaged  in  t i 11  in o-  the 
soil  in  Drew  County,  where  he  was  married  in 
1806  to  Mi's.  C.  F.  Henningway,  widow  of  Gen. 
Honuingwav,  of  South  Carolina,  who  was  the  uncle 
of  one  of  the  supreme  judges  of  Arkansas.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Zoff'jke,  a Polander.  who  was 
a manufacturer  of  pianos  and  organs  at  Detroit. 
Mich.,  and  afterward  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  and  came 
to  this  country  when  three  years  of  age.  She 
died  in  1879  and  Mr.  Zoff'jke  in  1878.  Mrs. 
Bowles  became  the  mother  of  three  children  by  her 
first  marriage:  Charles,  Theodore  and  Wilson. 
By  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Bowles  she  became  the 
mother  of  four  children:  I).  O.,  Jr..  C.  Augusta 
(wife  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Carter,  of  Augusta,  Ga. ).  Ora 
and  Olga  (the  last  two  attending  school  at  Jackson. 
Miss.).  Iu  i S 7 -T  Mr.  Bowles  came  to  this  county 
and  followed  farming  for  two  years,  and  in  1871) 
was  elected  mayor  of  the  town.  He  has  held 
every  position  in  the  city  within  the  favor  of  tin1 
people,  from  marshal  to  mayor,  and  has  also  served 
as  deputy  sheriff'  of  this  part  of  the  county  for  a 
number  of  years.  Mr.  Bowles  has  under  cultiva- 
tion about  260  acres  of  land,  on  which  is  produced 
about  100  bales  of  cotton  annually..  He  has  a 
good  gin  and  a nice  frame  residence.  Mrs.  Bowles 
is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  mother 


of  our  subject  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  since  1866,  and  is  one  of  the 
first  members  of  that,  church  organized  in  this  city. 
She  is  a conscientious  Christian  woman,  and  al- 
though quite  advanced  in  years  is  still  actively 
engaged  in  church  work.  She  will  long  bo  remem- 
bered for  her  great  piety  and  the  good  she  has 
done  in  the  church. 

John  B.  Brown.  In  the  early  settlement  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  among  the  families  who 
were  closely  identified  with  its  material  affairs,  and 
associated  with  its  progress  and  development, were 
the  Browns,  who  were  of  German  origin.  A re- 
spect eel  representative  of  this  family,  to  be  found 
in  Desha  County,  Ark.,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Penn.,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1 S46,  being  a son  of  Jacob  S.  and  Jane 
(Brothcrton)  Brown,  also  natives  of  that  county 
and  State,  the  former  born  in  1816.  They  died  in 
their  native  State,  the  father  passing  from  life  in 
1S72,  and  the  mother  in  1850.  To  them  a family  of 
two  sons  and  two  daughters  was  born,  only  one 
son  and  one  daughter  now  living,  of  whom  John 
B.  is  the  eldest.  Emma  J.  resides  at  Chambers - 
burg,  Penn.  Those  deceased  are:  J.  Porter  (who 
was  killed  by  the  Indians,  on  the  plains,  in  i860). 
Florence  (who  was  the  wife  of  George  J.  Paisley,  of 
Franklin  County,  Penn.).  JohnB.  Brown  remained 
in  Franklin  County,  Penn.,  until  nineteen  years  of 
age,  receiving  a common-school  education,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years  began  life  for  himself  at 
saw  milling,  and  was  afterward  in  the  transfer 
business  between  St.  Louis  and  East  St.  Louis, 
and  afterward  followed  merchandising  in  the 
former  city.  In  1869  he  came  South,  and  settled 
in  Desha  County,  Ark.,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ar- 
kansas River,  and  here  was  married  on  January  2, 
1878,  to  Mrs.  Lucretia  Edgington,  widow  of  Al- 
fred A.  Edgington,  who  died  in  Desha  County,  on 
January  10,  1873.  Mrs.  Brown  is  a native  of 
Todd  County,  Ivy.,  and  is  a daughter  of  George 
W.  and  Susan  (Stark)  Bovd,  who  settled  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  Ark.,  in  1S50,  the  father  dying  at 
1’ine  Bluff  six  years  later,  and  the  mother  at  the 
same  place  in  1859.  They  left  a family  of  six 
sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Brown  is 
the  ninth  child  and  youngest  daughter.  She  was 
the  mother  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters  by 
her  first  husband,  the  names  of  those  living  being 
as  follows:  Jilson  P..  Hunter  S.,  Desha  E.  and 

Alfred  Lucretia  (a  daughter).  Those  deceased  are 
Maud  S.  and  Newton.  Mr.  Brown's  success  in 
his  farming  operations  is  well  merited,  and  having 
given  this  occupation  his  attention  the  greater 
portion  of  his  life,  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a line 
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farm  of  about  400  acres,  partly  cultivated,  it  be- 
ing well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  cotton  and  corn, 
and  he  also  gives  much  attention  to  the  stock  busi- 
ness. He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  has  been  sher- 
iff of  Desha  County,  and  has  had  charge  of  the 
sheriff’s  business  in  the  Watson  District  of  the 
county.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. 
Mrs.  Brown  is  of  Irish  descent,  and  traces  her  an- 
cestry back  to  the  early  colonists  of  Virginia. 

William  II.  Burnett  is  a prosperous  general 
merchant  of  Desha  County,  Ark.,  and  by  his  su- 
perior business  management  and  efficiency  has 
added  much  to  the  material  interests  of  Pendleton 
and  the  surrounding  country.  He  also  conducts 
his  plantation,  and  each  year  cultivates  about  1 50 
acres.  He  was  born  in  Desha  County.  Ark.,  and 
is  the  offspring  of  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county,  Lemuel  F.  Burnett.  The  latter  was  a 
Pennsylvanian,  born  August  4.  1810,  of  German 
parents,  but  was  reared  in  Ohio,  and  removed  from 
that  State  to  Arkansas  in  1823.  while  it  was  yet  a 
Territory,  although  for  several  years  before  he  be- 
came a permanent  resident  he  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  a trader.  By  occupation  he  was  a gun- 
smith, having  served  an  apprenticeship  at  that 
trade  in  Steubenville,  Ohio.  After  settling  in 
Arkansas  he  began  working  at  his  trade  and  also 
followed  merchandising  and  farming,  and  bv  his 
indefatigable  industry,  enterprise  and  good  man- 
agement. he  accumulated  a handsome  property.  He 

now  resides  in  Arkansas  County,  Ark.,  and  although 

• * ^ 

eighty  years  of  age,  he  is  still  hale  and  healthy. 
He  is  an  active  Democrat,  and  has  long  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Goose, 
was  born  in  Tennessee,.  September  30,  1820,  and 
is  still  living  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health.  Her 
father,  N.  C.  Coose,  was  probably  born  in  Tennes- 
see. She  is  also  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  and  is  an  earnest  and  con- 
scientious Christian.  She  and  Mr.  Burnett  were 
married  in  Arkansas,  in  1830,  and  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  in  June.  1889.  Their  union  was 
blessed  in  tin-  birth  of  lift f m children-  twelve  sons 
and  three  daughters — only  live  of  whom  are  living: 
Mattie  (wife  of  Jonathan  X.  Almond,  a farmer  of 
Arkansas  County,  Ark.),  Elizabeth  (wife  of-  Sam- 
uel A.  Morgan,  also  of  that  county),  Lemuel  F.  (a 
merchant  and  planter  of  Desha  County),  James  N. 
(also  following  these  occupations  in  the  county  i, 
and  William  H.  The  rest  of  the  children  died  in 
infancy.  William  II.  Burnett  was  reared  in  Desha 
County,  and  although  his  early  educational  advant- 
ages were  very  poor  indeed,  in  later  years  he  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a good  practical  business  edu- 


cation, and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  the  county.  He  began  doing  for  himself  when 
twenty -two  years  of  a<?e.  as  a merchant,  at  Burnett’s 
Landing  on  the  Arkansas  River,  but  for  some  years 
has  been  established  at  Silver  Lake  and  Watson, 
doing  an  annual  business  of  about  875,000.  He 
owns  a large  tract  of  woodland  in  the  county,  and 
on  his  property  is  erected  a steam  cotton-gin,  which 
has  a capacity  of  about  0,000  pounds  of  lint,  cotton 
per  day.  The  different  occupations  to  which  he 
has  given  his  attention  have  resulted  satisfactorily, 
and  he  is  well  known  to  the  residents  of  Desha 
County  as  an  upright,  honorable  and  successful 
man  of  business.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,-  is  a member  of  the  K. 
of  H. , and  politically,  is  a Democrat,  and  has  held 
the  position  of  notary  public  of  his  county,  and  is 
the  present  postmaster  of  Watson.  He  was  mar- 
ried June  7.  1882,  in  New  Orleans,  La. , to  Miss 
Florence  Johnson,  a native  of  Charleston,  S.  C.. 
a daughter  of  Charles  Johnson.  She  died  October 
28.  1885,  having  become  the  mother  of  two  sons 
and  one  daughter:  Charles  AY.,  Linnie  F.  and  Al- 
fred E.  (who  died  in  1883  iu  infancy).  His  second 
marriage  w7as  solemnized  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  De- 
cember 13,  1887,  to  Miss  Sallie  McDaniel,  a native 
of  Moulton,  Ala.  She  is  a daughter  of  William 
McDaniel,  and  her  marriage  with  All's.  Burnett  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  a sou:  Luther,  who  died 
in  infancy.'  He  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  this 
wife  by  death.  April  12,  1889,  her  death  being 
mourned  not  only  by  her  immediate  family,  but  by 
all  who  know  her. 

Airs.  Diana  B.  Cavenagh  is  the  widow  of  Will- 
iam C.  Cavenagh.  She  was  born  in  Chicago,  111.. 
April  15.  1834.  being  a daughter  of  Col.  Richard 
J.  and  Diana  (Buckner)  Hamilton,  both  natives  of 
Kentucky,  the  former  born  in  1800  and  the  latter 
iu  1804,  their  union  taking  place  in  1820.  Col, 
Hamilton  was  educated  near  Louisville.  Ky. , and 
became  a lawyer  by  profession,  which  calling  re- 
ceived his  attention  all  his  life,  the  city,  of  Chicago. 
Ill,  being  the  field  of  his  labors.  He  held  all  the 
offices  which  the  city  could  bestow  upon  him.  and 
in  1858  ran  for  governor  of  the  State  against  Col. 
Richardson,  and  was  defeated  by  a small  majority. 
He  was  a.  Knight  Templar  Alason,  and  at  the' time 
of  his  death,  December  2-1,  1801,  he  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His 
wife  was  a daughter  of  Col.  William  B.  and  Etena 
Buckner,  and  bore  her  husband  the  following 
family:  Sarah  A.  (the  wife  of  Henry  A.  Mitchell, 
a resident  of  Groton,  Conn.).  Ellen  (the  wife  of 
Dr.  John  H.  Kenon.  a resident  of  Chicago,  111.,  she 
being  the  first  white  child  born  in  that  city),  Diana 
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B.  (Mrs.  Cavenagh).  Henry  E. , Riehard  N.  (de- 
ceased), Sidney  13.,  Pauline  (deceased),  and  Paul- 
ine (named  for  her  sister).  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  April  24.  1834.  being  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their  daughter, 
Diana  13.,  was  first  married  November  1.  1855,  to 
Ereckenridge  Blackburn,  who  was  born  in  Wood- 
ford County.  Ivy.,  February  26,  1832,  and  was 
educated  in  Louisville,  Ivy. , for  the  profession  of 
law,  which  occupation  received  Ids  attention  all 
his  life.  He  served  in  the  late  Civil  War,  and  was 
major  of  the  first  company  that  went  out  from 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  but  at  the  time  of  his  departure 
from  that  city  he  held  the  rank  of  captain,  being 
afterward  promoted.  He  presented  the  first  Con- 
federate flag  to  Gen.  Forrest’ s brigade  in  Forrest 
Square,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  during  his  term 
of  service  was  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Chicka- 
mauga,  Missionary  Ridge  (in  which  engagement 
he  lost  his  right  arm),  Arkansas  Post,  and  at  one 
time  was  captured  and  taken  prisoner  to  Camp 
Chase,  and  after  being  kept  in  captivity  for  eleven 
months  was  exchanged.  He  then  took  up  the 
practice  of  law  in  Memphis,  Tenn,,  and  there  died 
of  that  dreadful  scourge,  yellow  fever,  on  Octo- 
ber 21,  1867,  being  an  earnest  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  the  time  of  his  death.  To  him- 
self and  wife  a daughter  was  born:  Mary  E.,  who 
was  born  September  1 7,  1856.  in  Chicago,  and  on 
August,  8,  1877,  became  the  wife  of  Walter  A. 
Jones  (an  architect  by  calling),  who  was  born  in 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  in  1855,  and  died  on  August  8. 
1878.  Mrs.  Cavenagh  was  married  to  Dr.  Will- 
ism  C.  Cavenagh,  December  14.  18/7,  he  being  a 
native  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  born  December  24.  1826. 
and  educated  in  Trinity  College  of  that  cit-v.  and 
in  1849  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and 
settled  in  Mississippi.  After  remaining  in  that 
State  a short  time  he  removed  to  New  Orleans,  and 
after  practicing  there  for  three  years  moved  to 
Memphis,  Team,  where  he  practiced  the  healing 
art  until  his  death,  being  a very  successful  practi- 
tioner. He  joined  the  Southern  army  as  a sur- 
geon in  186],  in  which  capacity  he  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  then  returned  to  his  home  in 
Memphis  and  practiced  medicine  until  his  death, 
August  30,  1 S.SO.  He  was  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity . the  K.  of  H. . the  Catholic  Knights 
of  America  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  was.  as  is  his 
widow,  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Greene  \\  . Clark,  planter.  Brought  up  to  the 
life  of  a farmer,  Mr.  Clark  has  since  continued 
that  calling  with  care  and  perseverance,  and  is  well 
known  as  a successful  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  was 
born  in  Ashley  Count v,  Ark.,  May  11.  1845.  and 


is  a son  of  Philip  and  Nancy  (Holy field)  Clark,  who 
were  born  in  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina, 
in  1809  and  1810,  respectively.  The  father  re- 
moved from  his  native  State  to  Mississippi  in  an 
early  day,  and  was  there  married,  coming  in  183/, 
to  Arkansas,  and  settling  in  Chicot  County,  where 
he  entered  land,  built  a log-cabin,  and  began  im- 
proving iris  property.  He  died  in  1853,  and  his 
wife  in  1870,  having  become  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  only 
one  now  living.  Greene  W.  Clark  was  reared  in 
his  native  State,  aed  January  22,  i860,  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Nancy  E.,  the  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Mary  J.  Currell,  of  Chicot  County,  who 
was  born  in  this  State  in  1846,  and  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, William  0.  and  Mary  C.  being  the  only 
ones  now  living.  March  2/,  1862,  Mr.  Clark  en- 
listed in  Company  G,’  Twenty-third  Arkansas  In- 
fantry, and  served  until  1863,  when  he  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Port  Hudson,  and  after  being  ex- 
changed, in  the  latter  part  of  1863,  he  joined  Com- 
pany A,  Third  Louisiana  Cavalry,  and  during  his 
service  was  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Port 
Hudson,  Mansfield  and  Pleasant  Hill,  serving  until 
the  final  surrender.  He  then  returned  to  his  home 
and  friends.  Since  1879  he  has  been  devoting  his 
attention  to  railroad  contracting  and  merchandis- 
ing, being  associated  in  the  latter  business  with 
Charles  H.  Halley,  of  Halley,  Ark.  He  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, a member  of  the  K.  of  Ii. , and  is  in  every 
respect  a public-spirited  citizen.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Chesley  C.  Clayton,  planter,  cotton-giuner  and 
county  surveyor,  of  Desha  County,  Ark.,  was  born 
in  Arkansas  County,  Ark. . February  7,  1831.  being 
a son  of  James  S.  Clayton,  who  was  born  near 
Charleston,  S.  C. . July  24,  1804.  He  emigrated 
from  his  native  State  to  Kentucky,  from  that  State 
to  Tennessee,  thence  to  Arkansas,  in  1828,  settling 
in  what  is  now  known  as  Lincoln  County,  and  for 
two  years  made  his  home  at  Arkansas  Post.  He 
was  a river  captain,  and  ?'an  a boat  from  Little 
Rock  to  Now  Orleans,  and  in  the  latter  city  died  in 
1833.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Lina  Williams,  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  born  in  180/.  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1833,  having  borne  a family  of  three  sons 
and  a daughter.  Chesley  C.  being  the  only  one  of 
the  family  now  living.  He  has  always  resided  in 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  in  1855  was  married  to 
Miss  Lucy  Della  bite,  by  whom  he  became  the  father 
of  three  sons  and  a daughter,  all  of  whom  are 
deceased,  with  the  exception  of  James  R.  ' The 
mother  passed  from  life  in  Arkansas,  October  11. 
1863,  au  earnest  member  of  the  Baptist.  Church. 
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ancl  Mr.  Clayton's  second  union  was  consummated 
in  Desha  County,  Ark.,  December  12.  1805,  his 
wife,  Miss  Addie  W , Hamlet,  being'  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  born  December  00,  1840.  and  a 
daughter  of  "William  and  Francos  W.  Hamlet.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clayton  have  live  children:  Sebastian  C.. 
'Willie  C. , Stinson  V..  Graland  and  Lee  A.  In 
January,  1804,  Mr.  Clayton  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  under  Col.  Charles  Carlton,  and  was  promoted 
to  quartermaster  of  bis  regiment.  He  was  at  one 
time  captured  and  kept  a prisoner  for  thirty  min- 
utes, after  which  he  was  released,  and  returned  to 
his  regiment,  serving  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
and  surrendering  at  the  mouth  of  the  White  River. 
After  he  returned  home  he  engaged  in  farming, 
and  from  18(4  to  .1879  was  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising at  Selma.  He  was  the  founder  of  Tillar.  in 
1878,  and  that  year  opened  a mercantile  establish- 
ment at  this  place,  which  he  conducted  successfully 
until  1881,  at  which  time  he  sold  his  stock  of  goods 
and  purchased  a cotton-gin  and  grist-mill  at  Tillar. 
of  which  he  is  now  one  half  owner,  the  style  of  the 
linn  being  Tillar  & Clayton.  He  and  his  wife  own 
a valuable  and  finely  improved  farm  of  250  acres, 
and  to  the  conduct  of  this  he  devotes  considerable 
attention.  Ho  has  always  been  a Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  and  on.  this  ticket  was  elected  to 
the  position  of  count)  surveyor,  in  1885.  which 
office  he  still  continues  to  fill.  He  was  deputy 
sheriff  of  Desha  County  for  about  two  years,  and 
has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  some 
twenty  years.  He  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  and 
Royal  and  Select  M aster  Mason,  belongs  to  Bron- 
son Lodge  No.  113,  of  Tillar,  and  is  master  of  the 
Blue  Lodge.  His  wife  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  S.  C.  Clayton,  a brother  of  Chesley  C., 
was  sheriff  of  Desha  County  for  four  years.  He 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  December  26,  1826,  and 
died  in  Desha  County,  in  1803.  Another  brother, 
James  P. , was  born  in  Mississippi.  November  19. 
1829,  and  died  in  Arkansas  City.  March  24.  1882, 
having  been  clerk  of  that,  county  for  fifteen  years. 
In  1860  lie  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature, 
and  after  serving  one  term,  practiced  law  at  Old 
Napoleon  ami  Arkansas  City  and  in  the  Federal 
court  at  Little  Rock  until  his  death;  was  county 
and  probate  judge  for  two  years. 

8.  M.  Courtney,  merchant,  Arkansas  City,  Ark. 
Eminent  success  achieved  through  honorable  en- 
deavor, affords  one  of  the  greatest  sources  of  pleas- 
ure to  him  who,  in  a retrospective  view  of  life, 
traces  his  progress  by  such  tokens  as  deserve  ad- 
miration and  esteem.  Such  an  enjoyment  is  afforded 
in  the  fullest  measure  by  8.  M.  Courtney.  v\  ho  is 
the  son  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  (Hardin)  Court- 


ney, the  father  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
mother  of  Georgia.  Stephen  Courtney  came  to 
this  State  in  1856,  from  Woodbury,  Meriwether 
County,  Ga.,  and  settled  in  Drew  County,  near 
Collins  Station,  and  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil. 
He  was  the  owner  of  quite  a number  of  slaves, 
cleared  about  300  acres  of  laud,  and  there  re- 
mained until  1872,  when  he  moved  three  miles 
north  of  Collins.  Ark.,  on  another  farm  of  320 
acres.  There  he  resided  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  July  It'.  1885,  at  Woodbury.  Ga. . 
while  on  a visit  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  July  Redding: 
He  was  buried  by  the  side  of  his  parents  and  sis- 
ters. He  was-  twice  married,  first  to  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  who  bore  him  nine  children,  seven 
of  whom  still  survive  and  are  named  as  follows: 
Elleu  (wife  of  G.  B.  Bullock),  J.  S.  (resides  near 
Collins),  Mary  (wife  of  Thomas  R.  Cole).  Eman- 
uel, W.  A.,  S.  M. . M.  E.  and  I.  Simeon  Courtney, 
(wife  of  W.  T.  Tool,  of  Monticello,  Ark.).  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  February  14.  18/9. 
and  in  1880  Mr.  Courtney  was  married  to  Mrs.  A.M. 
West,  who  is  still  living  and  resides  in  Illinois. 
Emanuel  Courtney,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
a native  of  Wadesboro,  N.  C..  emigrating  thence  to 
Georgia  in  1823.  He  had  only  two  brothers,  Ste- 
phen and  Jackson.  S.  M.  Courtney  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  commenced  busi- 
ness for  himself  as  a merchant  at  Troy.  Drew 
County.  He  was  there  engaged  in  the  general 
mercantile  business  for  three  years,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Collins  Station,  where  he  conducted  the 
same  business  for  the  same  length  of  time.  From 
there  he  moved  to  Monticello,  but  at  the  end  of 
one  year  returned  to  Collins,  and  continued  there 
for  eight  years.  In  May,  ISSt,  he  forme  ! a part- 
nership with  R.  D.  Crenshaw,  which  continued 
for  one  year,  and  then  Mr.  Courtney  bought  our. 
his  partner’s  interest,  and  in  1SS8  the  firm  of 
Courtney  & Ogburn  was  formed.  They  do  a gen- 
eral mercantile  business  of  about  §65.000  annu- 
ally. Mr.  Courtney  was  married  in  1875,  to  Mrs 
E.  E.  Tool,  daughter  of  Dm  J.  II.  Ogburn,  and  the 
fruits  of  this  union  have  been  six  children — live 
sons  and  one  daughter:  Stephen  O.,  Harry  E.. 
Mamie  B.,  John  G.,  William  . \V.  and  Eugene. 
Mrs.  Courtney  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  also  a member  of  the  Ladies' 
Missionary  Society  at  Arkansas  City.  Dr.  J.  If. 
Ogburn,  Mrs.  Courtney’s  father,  was  a native  of 
Clarksville,  Tenn.,  but  emigrated  from  there  to 
Clark  Conn  tv.  Miss.,  about  1845.  He  married 
Miss  Caroline  Howze,  who  was  a native  of  South 
Carolina.  The  fruits  of  their  union  were:  Eugenia 
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E..  Nicholas,  Boll.  Ma?y  E..  C.  J.  and  'William  M.  i 
Reuben  D.  Crenshaw  is  one  of  Dosha  County's  j 
most  successful  merchants  and  planters,  and  the  J 
manner  in  which  he  has  acquired  his  present  i 
property  is  well  worthy  the  imitation  of  the  rising  J 
generation.  He  was  born  in  Shelby  Comity,  Tenn.,  j 
January  2,  1848,  and  is  a son  of  David  S.  and  J 
Clara  C.  (Broun)'  Crenshaw,  whose  marriage  was  j 
consummated  in  Tennessee,  September  14.  1842.  j 
The  father’s  birth  occurred  in  Sumner  County,  of  j 
that  State,  on  June  17.  1817.  and  in  that  State  he 
died  April  5,  1884,  having  been  a farmer  through- 
out life,  and  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  many  years.  He  was  also  j 
a Mason.  His  union  was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  ' 
ten  children : Reuben  D.,  John  T. , Susanna  E.  (wife 
of  Robert  Lack,  now  a resident  of  Fayette  County,  ! 
Tenn.).  James  C. , Mary  V.  (deceased),  George  D. , j 
Llewellyn,  William  D. , and  Garland  C.  (deceased).  , 
Reuben  D.  Crenshaw  commenced  for  himself  as  a , 
merchant  in  Drew  County.  Ark.,  in  1872,  and  this  : 
occupation  has  followed  ever  since,'  but  from  1870 
to  1878  he  was  a resident  of  Chicot  County.  Iu 
the  last-named  year  he  came  to  Desha  County,  i 
Ark.,  and  in  1SS0  settled  at  Trippe  Station,  where  j 
he  is  now  doing  an  annual  business  of  815,000.  I 
He  also*  owns  a good  tract  of  land  comprising 
eighty  acres,  and  lias  about  470  acres  in  Tennes-  : 
see.  He  was  married  in  Shelby  County,  Tenn.,  in  ; 
IS  dl,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Winston,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  (Brown)  Winston,  and  by  her 
had  a family  of  two  sous  and  three  daughters:  | 
Winston,  Mary  L.,  Reuben  C.,  Louis  D.,  and 
Garland  (deceased).  The  mother  of  these  chib  , 
dren  was  born  in  Tennessee,  September  7.  1851, 
and  is  an  earnest  and  devoted  member  of  the  | 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her  fat  her  was  a i 
Virginian,  who  was  taken  to  Tennessee  by  his  par- 
ents when  a small  boy.  and  died  there  in  1851. 
His  wife  died  in  1850,  both  having  been  members  i 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Cren-  i 
sbaw  is  a prominent  resident  of  the  community  in  j 
which  he  re-ides,  and  is  interested  in  all  good 
works.  He  Lias  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  1 
peace  in  CTi.-ot.  as  well  as  this  county,  and  has 
been  postmaster  of  Trippe  for  the  past:  ten  years, 
and  a member  of  the  local  school  board  for  four 
years.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Montieeflo 
Lodge  of  the  K.  of  IT.,  and  Valley  Lodge  No.  21. 
Arkansas  City,  of  the  K.  of  P.  His  grandparents, 
Reuben  D.  and  Lucy  (Thompson)  Brown,  were 
born  in  Virginia,  January  10,  17  < i,  and  January 
17.  1784,  respectively,  and  died  in  Sumner  County. 
Tenn.,  1848,  and  Tipton  County,  Tenn.,  in  18b1.). 
They  were  married  in  1801.  The  paternal  grand- 


father, Garland  Carr  Crenshaw  went  to  California 
in  1849.  and  a brother  of  his,  John  T. , was  elected 
by  the  miners  of  California  to  the  first  Legislature 
ever  held  there.  Dr.  James  C.  Crenshaw,  a 
brother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Shelby  County,  Term.,  October  19.  1854,  and 
when  twenty  years  of  age  began  for  birnself  as  a 
clerk  in  a dry  goods  house,  and  was  afterward 
railroad  agent  for  two  years.  After  following 
merchandising  on  his  own  responsibility  for  seven 
years  he  entered  a medical  college  at  Louisville, 
Ivy.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  iu  1875.  His 
first  practice  was  as  assistant  physician  in  the  Insane 
Asylum,  Littlg  Rock,  in  1880  -87.  He  then  spent 
some  time  in  Memphis,  after  which  he  came  to  Desha 
County,  Ark.,  where  he  lias  since  made  his  home, 
being  an  active  medical  practitioner  of  this  region. 

John  Yv  . Dave's,  postmaster  of  Arkansas  City, 
and  one  of  the  leading  hardware  merchants  of  the 
city,  was  born  in  La  Grange,  Mo.,  in  1854,  and  is 
the  fifth  of  a family  of  six  children  born  to  the 
union  of  Franklin  and  Mary  A.  (McNeil)  Davis, 
natives  of  Kentucky  and  Mississippi,  respectively. 
The  father  moved  to  Missouri  in  1850,  settled  in 
Lewis  County,  fifteen  miles  from  La  Grange,  and 
there  cultivated  the  soil  and  followed  stock-raising. 
In  1852  he  went  to  California,  and,  although  he 
remained  only  oue  year,  during  that  time  was 
engaged  in  mining.  He  returned  to  Missouri,  and 
in  1857  moved  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Napo- 
leon, where  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising,  and 
also  kept  hotel.  Here  his  death  occurred  in  the 
latter  part  of  1858.  Previous  to  leaving  Missis- 
sippi, where  he  had  resided  for  some  time,  he  had 
been  sheriff  of  Hinds  County.  He  was  a promi- 
nent man.  and  a pioneer  settler  of  La  Grange. 
Mo.,  was  also  ail  early  settler  of  Napoleon,  and 
was  a soldier  in  the  War  with  Mexico,  being  an 
officer  in  the  same.  He  had  been  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  for  a number  of  years,  and 
was  a prominent  member  of  that  body.  His  wife 
died  in  1876.  She  had  been  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  for  many  years,  and  was  a con- 
sistent Christian,  a good  mother  and  a warm  friend. 
John  7V . Davis  was  educated  iu  this  county,  was 
reared  in  the  city  of  Napoleon,  Ark.,  and  at  the 
age  of  eight  rears  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources. 
At  the  commencement  of  his  career  he  was'  col- 
lector on  a wharf-boat  for  88  per  month,  and  from 
that  time  until  lie  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
was  in  various  occupations.  From  the  age  of  six- 
teen to  nineteen  he  was  learning  the  tinner’s  trade, 
of  which  he  has  since  made  a profession  from  time 
to  time,' and  from  nineteen  to  twenty-one  he  filled 
the  position  of  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county.  After 
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that  be  cultivated  the  soil  for  three  years,  and 
when  twenty-live  years  of  age.  or  in  1881.  he 
engaged  again  in  the  tinner’s  trade  at  Arkansas 
City  in  partnership  with  Charles  Harding,  under 
the  firm  title  of  Davis  & Harding.  They  continued 
together  for  two  years,  when  Mr.  Davis  bought  his 
partner’s  interest  in  the  business  and  conducted  it 
alone  for  two  years,  after  which  William  Tobias 
became  his  partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  Davis 
& Tobias.  This  company  carries  everything  to  be 
found  in  a first-class  hardware  store,  and  are  do- 
ing an  immense  business  for  the  population  of  the 
county,  $10,000  annually.  Mr.  Davis  is  an  enter- 
prising business  man,  and  in  1885  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Arkansas  City,  which  office  he  has 
since  filled  in  a very  satisfactory  manner  and  with 
credit  to  himself.  He  commenced  life  quite  a poor 
boy,  but  by  his  honesty  and  industry  he  has  sur- 
mounted all  obstacles,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
much-esteemed  and  respected  citizens  of  the  city. 
His  marriage  took  place  in  1886,  to  Miss  Mollie 
A.  Bowles,  a native  of  this  county,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  W.  \Y.  Bowles,  the  oldest  living  native  citi- 
zen of  this  portion  of  the  State.  Mrs.  Davis  has 
always  seconded  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Davis,  and  to  her 
he  owes,  in  a great  measure,  his  success  in  life. 
She  is  a lady  of  high  social  standing,  and  one  of 
superior  business  capacity.  Mr.  Davis  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  K.  of  P. , Talley  Lodge  No.  21,  and  of 
the  Grand  Lodge.  Arkansas  jurisdiction,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Endowment  Rank,  Section  07 3. 
He  is  the  owner  of  his  business  house  and  resi- 
dence, and  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
the  city.  He  favors  all  laudable  enterprises  for 
the  good  of  his  city  and  county,  and  contributes 
liberally  to  the  same. 

Col.  J.  W.  Dickinson,  planter  and  attorney,  Ar- 
kansas City,  Ark.  No  name  is  entitled  to  a more 
enviable  place  in  the  history  of  Desha  County  than 
the  one  that  heads  t his  sketch,  for  it  is  borne  by  a man 
who  has  ever  been  honorably  and  usefully  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  this  county,  and  with  its 
advancement  in  every  worthy  particular.  The 
Dickinson  family  is  an  old  and  honored  one.  and 
the  ancestors,  who  were  early  settlers  of  New  York, 
were  also  ably  represented  in  t lie  Revolutionary 
War.  Col.  J.  W.  Dickinson  owes  his  nativity  to 
Madison  County.  Term.,  where  his  birth  occurred 
in  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  W.  B.  and  Margaret 
(Reid)  Dickinson,  both  natives  of  North  Carolina. 
The  mother  died  in  1855  and  the  father  in  1876. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children — five  sons 
and  one  daughter— only  three  of  whom  are  now 
living:  H.  L.  (who  resides  at  Milan.  Term. ).  -Mag- 
gie (now  the  wife  of  Dr.  S.  H.  Dona  way ) and  the 


Colonel.  The  ones  deceased  were:  Dr.  B.  F.  (who 
was  an  eminent  physician  and  surgeon,  and  who 
filled  that  position  in  Gen.  Vaughan's  brigade  for 
the  Confederate  service  in  1862—65;  he  it  was 
who  amputated  Gen.  Vaughan’s  foot  on  the  battle- 
field at  Franklin  during  the  hottest  of  the  engage- 
ment; he  died  in  Arkansas  City  in  1870.  after  a 
residence  hero  of  six  years;  aside  from  his  -prac- 
tice he  was  also  a very  successful  merchant).  W.  B. 
(who  died  in  Sikeston,  Mo.,  in  1863,  and  was  hos- 
pital steward,  and  a prominent  physician),  and  AY. 
\V.  (who  died  in  1857,  and  who  was  a school 
teacher  by  profession).  Col.  Dickinson  wTas  reared 
and  received-  the  rudiments  of  an  education  in 
Madison  County,  but  subsequently  attended  school 
at  Bethel  College,  Carroll  County,  and  later  finished 
his  education  at  Clinton,  Ky. . graduating  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years.  He  then  began  teaching, 
and  first  entered  upon  his  duties  as  an  educator  at 
Bluff  Springs,  Gibson  County,  Tenn.,  and  was 
principal  of  the  school  at  that  place  from  1852  to 
1863.  In  1863  and  1864  he  was  on  his  plantation 
a few  miles  from  where  he -taught  school,  and  in 
1865  he  moved  to  Memphis.  Tenn.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  commission  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Dickinson  & Co.  He  remained  here  until 
1873,  and  in  1874  he  moved  to  Arkansas  City, 
where,  in  connection  with  planting,  he  also  prac- 
ticed law,  a profession  of  which  he  had®  made  a 
study  a number  of  years  previous.  In  fact,  he  had 
studied  for  the  law,  but  during  his  younger  days 
preferred  teaching,  and  was  never  actively  engaged 
in  his  legal  practice  until  coming  to  Arkansas 
City.  Col.  Dickinson,  though  one  of  the  most 
prominent,  as  well  as  popular  men  in  the  county, 
has  never  sought  any  particular  political  prefer- 
ment. He  was  elected  treasurer  of  Chicot  County, 
in  1876,  and  served  in  that  office  for  two  years  in 
a highly  satisfactory  manner.  In  1879  he  rep- 
resented Chicot  County  in  the  Lower  House,  and 
was  the  first  man  to  bring  up  the  bill  for  the  erec- 
tion of  an  insane  asylum,  which  bill  was  passed, 
but  was  vetoed  by  Gov.  Miller  on  account  of  its  lo- 
cation at  Hot  Springs.  Hon.  H.  M.  McVeigh 
introduced  and  passed  the  same  bill  two  years 
later.  During  the  late  war  the  colonel  volunteered 
his  services  and  was  made  major  of  the  Sixth  Ten- 
nessee Infantry,  but  circumstances  afterward  tran- 
spired which  prevented  him  from  serving.  The 
colonel  was  married  in  1 855  to  (Miss  Mary  L.  Wriglit, 
of  Tennessee,  and  the  daughter  of  Levi  and  Mary 
(Shaw)  Wright,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Tennes- 
see. The  former  died  in  1861  and  the  latter  in 
1850.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson  were  born  seven- 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living:  J.  W.,  Jr.  , 
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(mayor  of  the  city),  W.  W.  (who  is  president,  of 
Dickinson  Hardware  Company,  at  Little  Rock), 
and  C.  F.(wlio  is  attending  school  at  Little  Rock). 
Col.  Dickinson  can  be  numbered  among  the  large 
land  owners  of  the  county,  and  has  several  large 
plantations,  well  improved  and  well  stocked.  He 
is  one  of  the  largest  tax  payers  in  the  county.  He 
is  a liberal  contributor  to  all  worthy  enterprises 
for  the  development  of  city  or  county,  and  is  a pub- 
lic-spirited citizen.  He  is  a member  of  tho  A.  F. 
&.  A.  M.  and  R.  A.,  Arkansas  City  Lodge  No.  ‘29b. 
In  politics  he  is  Democratic.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South. 

J.  W.  Dickinson,  Jr.,  merchant,  Arkansas  City, 
Ark.  This  young  but  eminently  successful  business 
man  was  born  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  in  1862,  and 
there  he  received  the  principal  part  of  his  edu- 
cation, although  he  afterward  attended  school  at 
Pine  Bluff  for  some  time.  When  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  commenced  assisting  his  father.  Col. 
J.  W.  Dickinson  [see  the  sketch  preceding],  who 
was  then  editing  the  Arkansas  City  Journal,  as 
local  editor,  and  also  became  interested  with  him 
in  agricultural  affairs  for  several  years.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  he  embarked  in  his  present 
business,  and  handles  a full  line  of  groceries,  plan- 
tation supplies,  etc.,  and  is  doing  a good  business. 
He  first  started  out  by  himself,  but  was  afterward 
associated  with  J.  R.  Butler,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Butler  <fc  Dickinson,  for  about  eight  or  ten 
months.  Mr.  Dickinson  then  sold  out  to  his  part- 
ner and  in  18S5  opened  his  present  business.  He 
receives  a liberal  patronage  from  the  best  local 
custom,  is  kept  busy  supplying  the  wants  of  the 
trade,  and  he  has  established  a first-class  repu- 
tation for  excellent  goods,  close  prices  and  honora- 
ble, straightforward  dealing.  Mr.  Dickinson  is 
energetic  and  enterprising,  and  possesses  rare  bus- 
iness ability.  He  was  married  on  March  2.  1886, 
to  Miss  Eunice  A.  Godwin,  a native  of  Chicot. 
County,  Ark.,  and  the  daughter  of  A.  and  E.  M. 
(Ferguson)  Godwin,  natives  of  California  and  Ken- 
tucky, respectively.  She  is  a.lso  a niece  of  John 
R.  Godwin,  of  Memphis.  Turn.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dickinson  was  bora  one  child.  EffieM.  (deceased). 
Mr.  Dickinson  was  elected  mayor  of  Arkansas 
City  in  1885,  and  has  succeeded  himself  in  every 
election  since  that  time,  being  one  of  the  youngest 
mayors  in  any  city  in  the  South.  Judging  from 
his  popularity,  lie  is  likely  to  hold  the  office  as  long 
as  he  cares  to  be  troubled  with  it.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  K.  of  P. , Valley  Lodge,  No.  .21. 

William  B.  Dumas  is  of  French  lineage,  and 
is  an  example  of  what  can  be  accomplished  when 


! industry  and  perseverance  hold  sway.  His  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising  operations,  as  well  as  his 
mercantile  and  manufacturing  interests,  have  re- 
sulted most  satisfactorily,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the 
wealthiest  and  best  known  citizens  of  the  county. 
He  was  born  near  Paris.  Henry  County,  Term., 

. June  12,  18-11,  his  parents,  Jeremiah  and  Louisa 
(DismuKes)  Dumas,  having  been  born  in  North 
; Carolina  and  Davidson  County,  Tenn.,  in  3 SO 4 
and  1809,  respectively.  Tire  father  was  a farmer, 
an  Old  Line  Whig  in  politics,  and  for  many  years 
; prior  to  his  death  was  a minister  of  the  Missionary 
| Baptist  Church.  In  his  business  operations  he 
| was  very  successful,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
which  occurred  in  Henry  County,  Tenn..  in  1859, 
left  a handsome  fortune  to  be  divided  between  his 
widow  and  children.  His  relict  is  now  living  in 
Henry  County.  Tenn.,  is  the  wife  of  John  Gilbert, 

! of  Carroll  County,  Tenn.,  whom  she  married  in 
1870.  Mr.  'and  Mrs.  Dumas  were  married  in 
1828  in  Davidson  County,  and  in  time  a family  of 
eleven  children  clustered  about  their  hearthstone, 

I only  live  of  their  family  being  alive:  William  B., 

; Thomas  J.,  Lutie  E.  (wife  of  Morris  Southerland, 
i of  Paris,  Tenn.),  Joseph  T.  (a  wealthy  farmer  and 
j stock- raiser  of  Tennessee),  and  Don  D.  (a  resident 
of  Henry  County,  Tenn.,  and  a farmer  and  stock- 
raiser).  Those  deceased  are  Martha,  Mary,  Janies, 
Winfield  S. , Mary  I.  and  Bettie.  "William  B. 

! Dumas  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
State,  his  early  advantages  for  acquiring  learning 
! being  exceptionally  good.  He  attended  the  Cum- 
berland University  of  Lebanon,  Tenn.  Upon  the 
opening  of  the  Rebellion,  he,  May  14.  1861,  en- 
; listed  in  Company  B,  Wigfall  Grays,  Fourth  Ten- 
. nessee  Infantry,  and  was  in  Bragg’s  and  Johnston’s 
divisions,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh, 
Belmont,  all  the  skirmishes  in  and  around  Corinth, 

, after  which  he  was  transferred  to  the  engineers' 
department,  and  was  in  many  more  skirmishes  and 
small  engagements.  He  was  paroled  on  May  1 
1865,  at  Paducah,  Ivy.,  aud  relumed  home.  He 
began  farming  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years,  after  the  Civil  War.  and  has  been  more 
or  less  interested  in  agricultural  pursuits  ever  since, 
being  now  the  owner  of  940  acres  of  fine  land  in  the 
Arkansas  Valley,  and  cultivates  about  300  acres, 
150  acres  being  in  a fine  state  of  cultivation,  cotton 
and  corn  being  raised  thereon  in  large  quantities. 
He  raises  considerable  cattle,  and  is  the  owner  of 
about  twenty  Jive  head  of  horses  and  mules,  and 
’ on  his  property  is  a large  steam  cotton-gin.  which 
brings  him  in  a paying  annual  income.  He  is  also 
largely  engaged  in  tho  timber  business,  manufactur- 
I ing  staves  for  the  Eastern  aud  Northern  markets, 
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ami  as  this  industry  is  admirably  handled  it  is 
proving  very  profitable.  Mr.  Dumas  is  also  a 
successful  merchant  of  Dumas,  and  carries  a stock 
of  goods  valued  at  from  $3, 0.00  to  So, 0(H).  From 

Henry  County,  Term.,  he  removed  to  Shelby  County 
in  xoOS,  and  in  1S/0  came  to  Arkansas  and  settled 
in  Desha  County,  where  he  now  resides  at  the  town 
of  Dumas,  which  place  is  on  the  Little  Rock,  Mis- 
sissippi River  & Texas  Railroad,  and  was  named 
in  his  honor,  as  he  was  the  first,  and  is  now  a 
prominent  resident  of  the  place.  He  was  married 
in  Februarv.  1806,  in  Gfibson  County.  Tenn.,  to 
Yli  ss  Elizabeth  Edmonds,  a native  of  that  State, 
and  a daughter  of  Preston  B.  Edmonds.  She  diet! 
July  13,  IS 1 6,  having  become  the  mother  of  one 
son  and  four  daughters,  Lutie  H.  being  the  only 
one  living.  The  rest  are  Arthur  P.,  Ida  IT,  Allie 
I.  and  Bettie.  Mr.  Dumas’  second  marriage  took 
place  in  Desha  County,  December  29,  1 SS 7 to 
Miss  Margaret  V.  Childress,  a native  of  Drew 
County,  and  a daughter  of  Charles  S.  and  Victoria 
C.  (Crate)  Childress.  She  was  born  on  February 
8,  1805,  and  has  borne  her  husband  two  sons,  both 
of  whom  are  deceased.  Mr.  Dumas  is  a Democrat 
in  politics,  and  takes  a prominent  and  active  part 
in  all  his  party’s  movements  and  campaigns,  and 
was  a member  of  the  State  convention  which  nom- 
inated the  present  governor  of  Arkansas.  He  has 
been  suveyor  of  Desha  County  for  a number  of 
years,  has  also  been  constable  and  deputy  sheriff 
of  his  township,  has  tilled  the  position  of  school 
director  for  many  years,  and  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  incumbent  upon  these  offices  be  has  ac- 
quitted himself  with  honor  and  distinction.  He 
is  a man  wbo  has  the  eoniidence  and  respect  of  all, 
and  his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Iv.  of  H..  and  his  wife  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

David  A.  Gates,  attorney,  Arkansas  City,  Ark. 
Mr.  Gates,  one  of  the  eminent  young  attorneys  of 
Arkansas  City,  and  one  of  the  proprietors  and  edit- 
or-in-chief of  the  Arkansas  City  Journal,  was  reared 
in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  where  he  received  a good 
common  school  education.  In  1S79,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  he  entered  the  State  University,  at 
Fayetteville.  Ark.,  and  graduated  from  that  far- 
famed  institution  of  learning  in  1.8S1,  being  vale- 
dictorian of  his  class.  He  then  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  which  occupation  he  continued  success 
fully  until  June,  1S85,  then,  having  a natural 
inclination  to  engage  in  legal  practice,  he  took  up 
the  study  of  law.  reading  under  Wells  A William- 
j son,  of  Monticello,  and  was  admitted  in  the  Su- 
preme Court,  in  October.  18SC,  by  Chief  Justice 
Cockran.  Since  that  time  he  has  practiced  in  this 


city,  and  in  June,  1888,  he  formed  a partnership 
with  James  Murphy  in  the  law  department.  He 
is  a you  nig  man  of  brilliant  attainments,  and  is  fore- 
most in  the  ranks  of  the  legal  luminaries  of  this 
city.  He,  with  W.  F.  Bessellieu,  are  the  propri- 
etors and  owners  of  .the  Arkansas  City  Journal, 
which  is  Democratic  in  its  tendencies,  and  has  a 
large  circulation  in  this  and  surrounding  counties. 
Mr.  Gates  was  married  in  June,  1888,  to  Miss 
Kate  Matthews,  of'  Monticello.  Ark.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  S.  O’.  Matthews,  the  ex-county  judge, 
and  ex-county  and  circuit  clerk  of  Drew  County. 
In  1SSS  Air.  Gates  was  appointed  by  President 
Cleveland  to  select  a reservation  for  the  Umatilla 
Indians,  in  Northeastern  Oregon,  on  which  he  was 
engaged  from  February  to  June,  1888.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Lodge  No.  20 
K.  of  H.,  Tiilar  Lodge.  No.  3215,  and  K.  of  IT, 
Valley  Lodge.  His  parents,  David  xY  and  Sarah 
(Howell)  Gates,  were  natives  of  Tennessee.  The 
father  moved  to  Texas,  in  1851.  and  was  there  in- 
terested in  merchandising  until  ISO  I,  when  he  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  army,  was  made  captain 
of  a company,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Mans- 
field, La.,  April  8.  1801.  He  and  wife  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  only  two  now  living:  Mrs. 
A.  C.  Stanly  (of  Drew  County),  and  David  A.,  Jr. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1801  ; she  was 
a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  elder  Gates  was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. 

Charles  H.  Gifford.  The  mercantile  business 
of  Watson,  Ark.,  is  ably  represented  by  Mr.  Gif- 
ford, who  has  rapidly  and  surely  made  his  way  to 
the  front  ranks  among  the  enterprising  merchants 
of  the  county.  Born  in  Fall  River,  Mass. . on 
January  20.  1832,  he  is  a son  of  Robert  and 
Sarah  A.  (Gardner)  Gifford,  the  former's  birth 
having  occurred  in  Rhode  Island  in  1804.  He  was 
a machinist  by  trade,  and  in  1831  he  was  married 
in  Providence,  and  there  made  his  home  for  thir- 
teen years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  emigrated 
to  Arkansas,  and  settled  on  the  Arkansas  River, 
twenty-five  miles  above  Napoleon,  in  Desha  County, 
which  place  was  his  home  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
although  his  death  occurred  in  Providence,  R.  1., 
iu  1840,  while  there  on  a visit.  His  widow  died  in 
March,  1805,  in  Desha  County.  A family  of  two 
sons  and  five  daughters  was  born  to  them. 
Charles  H.  being  the  only  oue  now  living.  Those 
deceased  are:  Eliza,  Charlotte.  Alma.  Emily,  Re- 

becca and  Isaac.  Charles  H.  Gifford  was  a resi- 
dent of  Rhode  Island  until  he  reached  his  twelfth 
year,  at  which  time  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Arkansas,  his  early  educational  advantages  being 
limited  to  the  common  schools.  U lien  fifteen 
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years  of  age  ho  began  life  for  himself  as  a farm 
laborer,  but  gave  up  this  work  in  1X48  to  become 
a salesman  in  a grocery  .store,  which  position  he 
retained  for  nearly  two  years.  He  next  farmed  on 
the  Arkansas  River  for  two  years,  after  which  he 
again  began  clerking,  becoming  a salesman  in  a 
general  store.  In  1X79  he  opened  his  present  es- 
tablishment in  Watson,  and  now  carries  a stock 
valued  at  from  S3. 500  to  §4. 000,  and  is  the  owner 
of  eighty  acres  of  land  in  the  river  valley,  of  which 
about  fifteen  acres  are  under  cultivation.  He  was 
married  in  Desha  County,  Ark.,  March  2 q 1850. 
to  Miss  Melissa  Stokes,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and 
to  them  ton  children  were  born:  John  W.  (a 

farmer  of  the  county),  and  Mattie  (wife  of  Benja- 
min Caulk,  a farmer  and  merchant  of  the  county) 
being  the  only  ones  alive.  Those  deceased  are: 
Otwa,  Lafayette,  Charles  Y.  Gifford,  Charles  H. 
Gifford,  Jr.,  Alma,  Emily,  Robert  and  Minnie  M. 
The  mother  of  these  children  passed  from  life  ip 
1871,  and  in  May  of  the  following  year  Mr.  Gifford 
wedded  Mrs.  Annis  Cox,  widow  of  Buff'ord  Cox. 
She  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  her  union  with 
Mr.  Gifford  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children, 
Josie,  Lulu  and  May,  only,  being  alive.  Cyrus 
and  Shelby  are  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gifford  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  in  his  political  views  he  is  a Democrat, 
although  not  an  active  partisan.  He  is  liberal  and 
charitable  to  the  extent  of  his  means,  is  a citizen 
of  much  worth,  and  is  respected  and  esteemed  by 
all. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Godwin,  widow,  Arkansas  City. 
Ark.  Mrs.  Godwin’s  husband.  Allin  Godwin,  was 
a native  of  North  Carolina  and  the  son  of  Handy 
Godwin.  He  came  to  Arkansas  in  1S60,  settled  in 
Monticello,  Drew  County,  and  engaged  in  farming 
for  three  years.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  and  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh  was 
discharged  on  account  of  wounds  received  at  that 
disastrous  engagement.  He  returned  home,  and 
in  1862  was  married  to  Miss  E.  M.  Ferguson,  the 
daughter  of  IV.  T.  and  Saline  (Neal)  Ferguson, 
natives  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  respectively. 
Mr.  and  Mrs  Ferguson  were  married  about  1839. 
and  became  the  parents  of  but  two  children: 
Charles  C.  (who  resides  in  California),  and  our 
subject,  Mrs.  Eunice  M.  Godwin.  Mr.  Ferguson 
came  to  this  State  about  1840.  settled  in  Chicot 
County,  and  was  one  of  the  largest  planters  of  the 
same:  working  about  500  acres  and  owning  quite 
a number  of  slaves.  He  died  in  1863,  and  Mrs. 
Ferguson  many  years  previous,  or  in  1X45.  Mr. 
Godwin,  the  husband  of  our  subject,  died  Novem- 
ber 23,  1889,  and  was  quite  wealthy  at  the  time  of 


his  demise,  owning  1,280  acres  off  land,  with  339 
acres  adjoining  Monticello.  In  all  he  had  about 
400  or  5<  0 acres  under  cultivation,  had  a good 
house,  outbuildings,  etc.,  and  was  also  the  owner 
of  a good  steam-gin.  Mrs.  Godwin  was  among 
the  earliest  settlers  in  this  county,  coming  here  in 
1843.  and  became  one  of  the  most,  successful  and 
enterprising  citizens  of  the  same.  She  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Female  College  at  Frank  ford,  remaining 
there  for  two  years,  and  she  also  attended  for  one 
term  a graded  school  in  Louisiana.  By  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Godwin,  she  became  the  mother 
of  six  children:  Addie  M.  (wife  of  Henry  Town- 
send, who  is  a druggist  in  Arkansas  City  | see 
sketch],  Eunice  A.  (wife  of  J.  \V.  Dickinson,  Jr., 
of  Arkansas  City),  \V.  IT.,  Charles  R.  (deceased), 
Leonard  W.  and  Betsey  G.  Mrs.  Godwin  is  a 
lady  of  education  and  refinement,  and  is  a liberal 
supporter  to  all  laudable  enterprises. 

Col.  B.  F.  Grace,  attorney,  Arkansas  City,  Ark. 
Col.  Grace,  one  of  the  oldest  legal  practitioners  of 
the  county,  aud  a lawyer  of  thorough  preparatory 
training,  both  literary  and  professional,  was  born 
in  the  BlUe-Grass  State  in  1828.  His  parents, 
Preston  and  Jane  (Kilgore)  Grace,  were  natives, 
respectively,  of  North  Carolina  and  South  Caro- 
lina, the  father  a brick-mason  and  contractor  by 
occupation.  Col.  B.  F.  Grace  moved  to  Arkansas 
in  1851.  He  had  previously  graduated  at  Prince- 
ton, Ky. , and  after  coming  to  Arkansas  studied  law 
with  Grace  A Murry,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Pine  Bluff  in  1855.  He  then  located  at  Napoleon, 
practiced  there  for  some  time,  then  moved  to  Wat- 
son. and  then  came  to  this  place  when  the  county 
seat  was  moved  here.  He  has  served  as  county 
judge  of  Desha  County,  but  has  never  meddled 
very  much  with  politics.  He  joined  the  Confeder- 
a!e  army  in  1862  as  a private,  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  quartermaster  sergeant,  and  filled  that 
position  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  the  tight  at 
Van  Buren.  was  with  Gen.  Taylor  through  Louis- 
iana, was  at  the  battle  of  Alexandria,  and  took  a 
prominent  part  in  many  minor  engagements.  In 
1864  he  was  ordered  to  Louisiana  to  purchase  sup- 
plies for  the  army,  and  was  thus  engaged  when  the 
war  closed.  When  J udge  Grace  first  came  to  Napo- 
leon to  practice  his  profession  a prosperous  commu- 
nity surrounded  the  town,  and  there  were  many 
large  land  suits.  The  principal  part  of  the  large 
cases  were  of  a criminal  character,  and  the  docket 
generally  contained  from  throe  to  400  cases.  Na- 
poleon  was  at  that  time  tilled  with  a tine  class  of 
settlers,  though  there  were  constantly  passing 
ing  through  a number  of  traveling  gamblers,  who 
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gave  the  law-abiding  citizens  considerable  trouble. 
The  Government  had  a very  line  marine  hospital  lo- 
cated there,  but  owing  to  the  caving  in  of  the  town  in 
1863  not  a vestige  of  the  place  is  left.  From  there 
Col.  Grace  moved  to  his  farm,  three  miles  from 
where  Napoleon  once  stood,  and  practiced  at  Wat- 
son, the  second  county  seat  of  Desha  County.  In 
JS79  he  was  instrumental  in  getting  up  a petition  to 
move  the  county  seat  from  there  to  Arkansas  City, 
and  was  successful  in  this  venture.  In  1S80  he 
moved  to  this  town,  and  still  retains  a large  prac- 
tice. He  was  married,  in  1853,  to  Miss  Amanda 
Bovd,  a native  of  Harrodsbuve,  Ky. , the  daughter 
of  G.  AA  . Rovd,  who  was  horn  in  Rockingham 
County.  Ya. . and  who  came  to  this  State  in  1850, 
settling  at  Pine  Bluff.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
merchants  of  that  place,  and  died  there  six  years 
later.  His  wife,  who  was  a native  of  Lexington, 
Ky.,  also  died  in  Pine  Bluff.  Airs.  Grace  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Walter  C.  Halley  is  a retired  planter  now  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  and  grocery  business  at  Pine 
Bluff,  Ark.  Although  born  in  Marion  County, 
Georgia,  in  1837,  he  has  been  a resident  of  Ar- 
kansas since  he  was  eleven  years  of  age,  and  has 
always  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
community  in  which  he  has  resided.  He  is  one  of 
four  surviving  members,  the  others  being  Martha 
A.  (widow  of  J.  A.  Mason),  MaryF.  (wife  of  Ben- 
jamin McGehee),  and  Samuel  F. , of  a family  of 
eighteen  children  born  to  Dr.  Samuel  and  Sarah 
A.  (Lumpkin)  Halley,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Georgia,  the  former  in  January,  1801,  and  the 
latter  about  180-1.  The  father  was  an  eminent 
medical  practitioner,  and  followed  this  calling  for 
thirty  or  thirty -five  years.  He  was  captain  of  a 
company  in  one  of  the  early  Indian  wars,  was  a 
Master  Mason,  and  after  coming  to  Arkansas  in 
18-18,  identified  himself  with  the  interests  of  Brad- 
ley County,  and  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  and  a 
stockholder  in  the  railroad  from  Eunice  to  Warren, 
making  the  first  speech  in  favor  of  its  being  built. 
He  first  removed  from  his  native  State  of  Georgia 
to  Alabama,  and  then  came  to  Arkansas,  where  he 
was  in  the  active  practice  of  bis  profession  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  November  13.  1862.  Walter 
C.  Halley  was  married  January  28,  ISO'.*.  to  Miss 
Addie  Yining,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Yining,  of 
Desha  County,  she  being  horn  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi. March  31,  1846,  and  died  February  19, 
1S70,.  being  in  full  communion  with  the  Baptist 
Church  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Mr.  Halley's 
present  wife,  formerly  Miss  Eddie  T.  Jones,  was 
horn  in  Arkansas  County.  Ark.,  in  1868,  their 
union  taking  place  in  1886.  She  is  a daughter  of 


William  and  Maggie  Jones,  of  Arkansas  County, 
Ark.,  and  is  a worthy  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South.  In  1802  Mr.  Halley 
enlisted  as  a private  Company  B.  infantry  service, 
and  was  on  duty  until  1865,  when  he  was  captured 
by  the  Federals  and  put  in  prison  at  Memphis, 
Term.  Later  lie  was  paroled  and  came  home  and 
took  up  his  former  engagement  of  farming.  He 
also  followed  saw-milling  until  1871,  when  he  gave 
up  this  work  to  engage  in  the  grocery  business  at 
Chicot  City,  Ark.,  at  which  he  has  been  doing  well. 
He  owns  200  acres  of  good  fanning  land,  with  130 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  being  a man  of  enter- 
prise and  push  everything  has  prospered  well  to 
which  he  has  turned  Iris  attention.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  holds  the  position  of  worshipful  master 
in  the  Arkansas  City  Lodge  No.  296,  of  the  A.  F. 
& A.  M.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Charles  II.  Halley  is  a prosperous  merchant 
and  planter  of  Desha  County,  Ark.,  and  although 
he  has  only  resided  here  since  1884,  he  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  citizens,  and  fully  de- 
serves tire  success  which  has  attended  his  efforts. 
He  was  born  in  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  in  1853. 
and  in  1S77  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jessie 
Ward,  a daughter  of  A.  J.  and  Ellen  (Howell) 
Ward,  she  being  a native  of  Pope  County.  Ark., 
born  March  8,  1857.  They  have  two  children: 
Charles  C.  and  Hilary  AY.  Air.  Halley  received 
good  advantages  in  bis  youth,  and  was  educated  at 
Locustdale,  A7 a.,  and  after  reaching  a suitable  age 
turned  his  attention  to  planting  and  stock  dealing, 
and  these  occupations  have  received  his  attentions 
nearly  all  his  life.  In  1876  he  began  merchandis- 
ing at  Mulberry,  Franklin  County.  Ark.,  and  after 
remaining  in  business  at  that  place  for  two  years 
he  sold  out,  and  next  became  a railroad  station 
agent.  From  1S78  to  1884  he  was  conductor  on  a 
passenger  train  on  the  Little  Rock,  St.  Louis  A 
Texas  Pacific  Railroad.  Since  the  last-named  date 
he  has  been  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Halley 
Station,  in  partnership  with  Greene  W.  Clark. 
Air.  Halley  is  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  127  acres 
with  100  acres  under  cultivation,  and  on  this. prop- 
erty is  erected  a line  steam  cotton-gin  and  grist- 
mill. He  also  owns  a mill  and  gin  at  Heard  Sta- 
tion in  Chicot  County.  He  is  a man  of  much 
enterprise,  public  spirit  and  intelligence,  and  is  by 
nature  generous  and  liberal  minded.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P.  Air.  Halley’s  fattier  in- 
law. A.  J.  Ward,  was  treasurer  of  Crawford  County. 
Ark.,  for  ten  years;  has  held  the  highest  rank  in 
the  Alasonie  fraternity  and  I.  0.  O.  F..  and  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  188.1,  was  lamented  by 
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all.  His  wife  died  August  20,  1889,  au  earnest 
member  of  tire  Methodist  Episcopal  Clmrcli. 

Hugh  L.  Henry  is  a member  of  the  mercantile 
firm  of  Henry  Bros.,  of  Tillar  Station,  Ark.  He 
was  born  in  Madison  County.  Term.,  in  1852.  and 
is  a son  of  John  L.  and  Martha  (Boss)  Henry,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  the  Old  North 
State  in  ISIS,  and  emigrated  from  South  Caro- 
lina to  Madison  County,  Tenn.,  at  an  early  day, 
where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  merchandising 
and  farming,  these  occupations  receiving  his  at- 
tention throughout  life.  In  1801  he  removed  from 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  Arkansas,  purchased 
land  in  Chicot  County,  and  here  was  engaged  in 
farming-  until  his  death  in  1S65,  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  His  wife  was  born  in  Tennes- 
see in  1821,  and  died  in  1889,  having  borne  him 
a family  of  seven  children — three  sons  and  four 
daughters:  Thomas  B.,  Mary  C.  (wife  of  James 

H.  Herron),  Mattie  L.  (wife  of  S.  T.  Duncan), 
j Frame  AY.,  Hugh  L. , Caroline  L.  and  Sarah  J. 

Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Hugh  L.  Henry  was  married,  in  1879, 
to  Miss  Mary  L.  Smith,  and  by  her  has  had  a 
family"  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  only  one 
daughter  and  two  sons  of  whom,  are  now  living: 
Tommie  11.,  Frank  T.  and  Lacy  T.  Mr.  Henry" 
and  his  brother,  Frame  AY.,  are  the  owners  of 

I, 145  acres  of  land  and  well  improved.  He  is  a 
| member  of  the  K.  of  H..  Arkansas  City  Lodge 

No.  3215,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Iv.  of  P. , Valley 
Lodge  No.  21.  His  wife  is  an  earnest  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  is  a lady"  much  esteemed  by'  all. 

Abercrombie  Holmes  is  a wealthy  planter  resid- 
ing near  Dumas,  Ark.,  but  was  born  in  De  Soto 
County,  Miss.,  July-  20.  1841,  and  there  would  have 
received  excellent  educational  advantages  had  not 
his  school  days  been  terminated  by"  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Rebellion.  He  was  a student  in  the 
University  of  Mississippi,  during  the  early  part  of 
the  war,  and  there  became  a member  of  the  Uni- 
versity Grays,  which  company  was  made  up  of  his 
fellow- students,  but  was  afterward  transferred  to 
the  Seventh  Tennessee  Cavalry,  commanded  by 
Col.  William  H.  Jackson,  who  afterward  became 
a general.  He  was  in  the  service  during  ihe  entire 
war,  and  fought  in  the  battles  of  Corinth,  in  and 
around  Atlanta,  Fort  Pillow.  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
Franklin,  and  was  in  all  the  engagements  in  which 
"Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest  participated.  He  was  in  many 
campaigns  and  saw  much  of  the  hard  side  of  army 
life.  He  was  furloughed  at  Okalona,  Miss.,  after 
the  battle  of  Franklin,  and  was  captured  while  on 
a brief  visit  to  his  parental  home,  and  was  coniined 


in  a Federal  prison  in  the  Garvin  Block  in  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.,  for  two  months.  He  was  then  sent 
to  A’icksburg  to  be  exchanged,  and  while  there  the 
war  terminated.  After  receiving  his  parole,  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Mississippi,  and  continued 
to  make  his  home  with  his  parents  until  January. 
1807,  at  which  time  he  settled  on  his  present  farm 
in  Arkansas.  In  November  of  the  same  year  he 
was  married  in  Desha  County,  to  Miss  Lethia 
Pickett,  a native  of  Smith  County,  Tenn.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Col.  Edward  Pickett,  now  a resident 
of  St.  Louis.  She  is  also  a niece  of  Gen.  Pickett, 
a famous  Confederate  officer  during  the  late  war. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  a family  of  nine  children 
have  been  bom:  Claudia  Ar.  (wife  of  L.  AV.  Proc- 
tor, deputy  sheriff  of  Desha  County",  residing  at 
Walnut  Lake),  Finley.  Marcia  L..  Abercrombie 
(junior),  Ruth,  Burke  D.  and  Paul  Iv..  being  those 
who  are  living.  Those  wTho  have  passed  from  life, 
are  Garland  Cleveland,  who  died  in  1887,  and  a 
child  that  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  these 
children  passed  from  life  August  1.  1880,  and  Mr. 
Holmes  took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Lundie  L. 
Tillar,  a Virginian,  though  reared  and  educated  in 
Arkansas,  their  union  being  consummated  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1889.  -Mrs.  Holmes  is  a sister  of  Maj.  J. 
T.  AY.  Tillar,  her  family  being  one  of  the  most 
prominent  in  Southeastern  Arkansas.  Air.  Holmes 
is  the  owner  of  040  acres  of  tiDe  land,  and  has  320 
acres  in  high  state  of  cultivation,  the  principal  prod- 
ucts being  c-o,rn  and  cotton.  He  also  raises  seme  line 
Jersey  and  Durham  cattle,  also  some  horses  of  a 
good  grade.  On  his  farm  is  a cotton  gin  which 
has  a capacity  of  2,000  pounds  of  lint  cotton  per 
day,  and  this,  as  well  as  the  products  of  his  farm, 
brings  him  in  a handsome  yearly  income.  He  is 
a thorough  and  practical  farmer,  and  every  enter- 
prise to  which  he  has  given  his  attention  has  been 
attended  with  satisfactory  results.  Socially  he  is 
a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  the  K.  of  H.. 
and  in  his  political  views  is  a Democrat,  being 
always  found  at  the  front  when  his  party  needs  his 
services.  He  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  for 
eight  years,  and  is  now  notary  public  of  Desha 
County.  He  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  his  wife  to  the  Methodist.  His  parents’ 
history  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  Nathaniel  Holmes. 

Nathaniel  Holmes.  In  endeavoring  to  trace 
the  genealogy'  of  Air.  Holmes,  we  find  that  his 
grandfather,  Finley  Holmes,  came  originally  from 
Ireland  when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
settled  near  Columbia,  S.  C..  where  lie  became  in 
time  a wealthy  and  successful  planter.  His  son, 
who  also  bore  the  name  of  Finley,  was  born  near 
that  city  .March  24,  l8j)2,  and  followed  in  hi- 
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father’s  footsteps  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  Mississippi  September  24,  1SS5,  being 
the  owner  of  about  6,000  acres  of  land  in  Desha 
County  and  3,000  in  Jefferson  County.  His 
wife,  lhnily  G.  (Raines)  Holmes,  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County.  Ga..  July  29,  1800,  and  was 
a daughter  of  Thomas  Raines,  who  had  been  a 
captain  in  the  Revolutionary  M ar,  and  a grand- 
daughter of  Maj. -Gen.  James  Abercrombie.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Holmes  were  married  in  Jones  County, 
Ga. , about  1823,  and  in  time  a family  of  twelve 
children  gathered  about  them:  Francis  (a  farmer 
of  De  Soto  County,  Miss. ),  Abercrombie  (a  farmer 
of  Desha  County.  Ark. ),  Nathaniel,  AYifidield  IV,  (a 
farmer  of  Desha  County  ),  Georgianna  J.  G.  (who 
was  first  married  to  Thomas  Woods  and  is  powtbe 
wife  of  William  AY.  Butts,  a farmer  of  De  Soto 
County.  Miss.),  and  Marti  a (who  first  married  B. 
D.  Treadwell,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Moses  AY. 
Beardsley,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.  The  following 
members  of  the  family  are  deceased:  Dr.  Robert 
R.  (who  died  in  187S),  Alpheus  C.  (who  died  in 
1879),  Finley  (who  was  accidentally  killed  by  a 
gunshot  in  1849),  Dr.  Lanrencius  (in  1886), 
Thomas  (in  1893  while  serving  in  the  Confederate 
army)  and  Emily  G.  (in  infancy).  Nathaniel 
Holmes  was  born  near  Horn  Lake  Depot,  Miss. , 
June  22.  1843,  and  received  a fair  education  in  the 
academies  of  his  native  county  of  De  Soto.  Upon 
the  opening  of  the  Rebellion  he,  in  May,  1861, 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  Memphis  Light  Dragoons,  I 
and  was  in  the  battles  of  Belmont,  Shiloh.  Thomp- 
son’s Station,  Holly  Springs,  besides  many  small 
engagements,  and  July  9,  1863.  was  captured  near 
A’icksburg,  and  after  being  incarcerated  in  Gratiot 
Street  Prison  in  St.  Louis  for  about  a month,  he 
was  removed  to  Camp  Morton,  Inch,  where,  for 
eighteen  months  he  underwent  all  the  privations 
and  hardships  incident  to  prison  life.  He  was 
paroled  at  Richmond,  A’a. , May  1,  1865.  and  was 
at  home  preparing  to  re-enter  the  service  when 
news  reached  him  of  Lee's  surrender.  After  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
he  began  farming  for  himself  in  Desha  County,  on 
land  which  bis  father  had  previously  purchased, 
and  is  now  hugely  engaged  in  planting  and  raising 
cattle.  He  owns  8S0  acres  of  tine  land  at  and  near 
AValnut  Lake,  and  lias  450  acres  under  cultivation 
well  adapted  to  the  growth  of  corn,  cotton,  and  the 
grasses,  the  principal  crops,  however,  being  corn 
and  cotton.  His  marriage  to  .Miss  Flora  X.  Till f t >* 
was  celebrated  in  Drew  County.  Ark.,  June  22. 
1877,  she  being  a native  of  that  county,  born 
March  24.  1859,  and  a daughter  of  Maj.  J.  T.  AV. 
Tillar,  a very  prominent  and  wealthy  citizen  of 


that  county.  Air.  Holmes  and  his  wife  have  had 
three  sons  and  two  daughters:  Thomas  Tillar  (bom 
September  6,  1879),  Nettie  P.  (born  September  2. 
1881),  and  Ida  L.  (born  December  3.  1886).  being 
the  only  ones  living.  Gordon  and  Clifton  R.  died 
in  infancy.  Air.  Holmes  and  his  wife  are  devout 
members  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South,  actively  interested  in  all  good  work  in  and 
ont  of  the  church,  and  he  belongs  to  the  K.  of  H. . 
and  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  local  school  board,  a strong  advo- 
cate of  education,  and  is  liberal  in  the  support  of 
the  same. 

Jeremiah  Hopkins,  farmer.  In- sketching  the 
life  of  this  gentleman,  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  his 
good  name  is  above  reproach,  and  that  he  has  won 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Chicot  County,  Ark. , in  1835.  but 
his  parents,  Solomon  and  Margaret  Hopkins,  were 
born  in  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  respect- 
ively. Jeremiah  has  always  lived  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  but  as  good  schools  or,  in  fact,  schools  of 
any  kind,  were  very  few  in  his  youth,  he  did  not 
receive  many  advantages  for  acquiring  an  educa- 
tion. He  remained  with  his  father,  assisting  him 
on  the  farm  until  the  latter’s  death,  in  1865,  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years,  and  as  he  was  then  thirty  years 
of  age,  he  took  the  entire  management  of  affairs 
into  his  own  hands.  In  1867  Sallie  A.,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jesse  and  Tabitha  J.  Harrall,  natives  of 
North  Carolina,  became  his  wife,  but  she  died  in 
1870,  leaving  her  son.  William  J.,  who  is  now  at 
school  in  Selma,  but  was  then  only  a few  days  old. 
to  the  care  of  his  father.  The  latter  remained  a 
widower  two  years,  then  married  Tabitha  J..  a sis- 
ter of  his  first  wife,  and  their  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  six  children:  John  T.,  Frederick  O..  Sal- 
lie  A..  Louis  J.,  Eliza  B.  and  James  A.  The  last 
three  children  are  deceased.  Air.  Hopkins  was  so 
unfortunate  as  to  lose  this  wife,  in  1884,  and  his 
third  and  last  union  took  place  in  1886.  his  wife. 
Alary  E.  Smith,  a daughter  of  Levi  and  Lucinda 
Smith,  living  only  three  years  after  marriage,  her 
death  occurring  in  Alav.  No  children  were  born 
to  this  union.  Air.  Hopkins  has  200  acres  of  his 
tine  540  acre  farm  under  cultivation,  but  does  not, 
give  much  attention  to  the  propagation  of  stock, 
raising  only  enough  for  his  own  use.  He  is  a pa- 
tron of  education  and  all  good  works,  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  a Alasou,  and  in  his  po- 
litical views  is  a Democrat. 

John  Hutchins,  AI.  D.  Among  the  people  of 
Desha,  as  well  as  the  surrounding  counties,  the 
name  of  Dr.  Hutchins  is  almost  a household  word, 
for  he  has  been  an  active  practitioner  of  Doha 
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County  since  1883,  and  during  his  career  as  a 
practitioner  of  the  “healing  art.”  he  has  won  the 
confidence  of  all  and  the  respect  of  his  medical 
brethren.  ITe  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Hiss., 
in  1813,  and  after  attending  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  State  for  some  time,  he  was  sent  to 
Princeton,  N.  J.,  and  was  attending  college  there 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  although  he 
lacked  two  years  of  finishing  his  course,  he  dropped 
Ins  books  and  returned  home.  His  father  then 
sent  him  to  La  Grange,  Tenn. , where  he  attended 
school  until  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Donelson,  when 
he  again  left  school,  returned  home,  and  this  time 
joined  Company  13,  Tenth  Mississippi  Regiment, 
under  Col.  Smith,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
battles  of  Shiloh,  Murfreesboro,  Chiekamauga, 
Franklin  and  Nashville,  after  which  lie  was  on 
detached  service  until  after  the  battle  of  Atlanta, 
when  he  rejoined  his  regiment,  and  was  with  Hood 
in  his  Tennessee  campaign.  After  this  he  was 
taken  sick  and  was  furloughed  home  until  he 
recovered,  and  upon  regaining  his  health  he 
rejoined  the  army,  and  surrendered  at  Galesboro, 
N.  C. , April  26,  1865.  After  his  return  home  he 
entered  the  University  of  Louisana  at  New 
Orleans,  and  in  1868  was  graduated  from  the  med- 
ical department  of  that  institution.  He  entered 
upon  his  practice  in  Adams  County,  Miss.,  but  in 
1871  came  to  Chicot  County,  Ark.,  opening  an 
office  at  Lake  Tillage,  where  he  remained  one 
year,  and  from  that  time  until  1883  resided  in 
Drew  County.  He  has  since  been  a resident  of 
Desha  County,  and  has  built  up  a large  and  paying- 
practice,  his  services  being  required  among  the 
best  people  of  the  county.  In  1878  Miss  Melissa, 
a daughter  of  Thomas  C.  and  Elizabeth  E:  (Cherry) 
Harrell,  became  his  wife.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  Doctor  is  a Demo- 
crat. Although  the  Doctor  lias  only  been  a resi- 
dent of  the  county  about  seven  years,  he  has  fully 
identified  himself  with  its  interests,  and  his  purse 
is  ever  found  open  in  support  of  any  good  cause. 
His  parents,  John  O.  and  Anbin  M.  Hutchins, 
were  born  in  Mississippi  and  Virginia  respectively, 
and  the  father  was  an  extensive  planter  by  occupa- 
tion. He  was  a man  of  fine  intellect,  and  wielded 
much  influence  among  the  residents  of  Adams 
County,  but  since  1879  lie  . has  been  a resident,  of 
Louisiana,  and  although  seventy- two  years  of  age  is 
still  hale  and.  hearty.  His  father  also  bore  the  name 
of  John,  and  was  also  a native  of  Mississippi,  born  in 
1766,  and  became  quite  wealthy  for  that  period. 
The  Indians  inhabited  the  State  at  that  time,  and 
Mr.  Hutchins  was  often  considerably  troubled  by 
their  depredations,  so  much  so  that  the  set  tiers  would 
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I band  together  and  engage  in 'fights  with  them. 

! Notwithstanding  the  hardships  and  trials  which  lie 
j was  obliged  to  undergo,  lie  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age 
of  eighty-five  years.  “ Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due,” 

; and  to  these  sturdy  pioneers  is  undoubtedly  due 
{ the  credit  of  having  brought  the  country  to  its 
| present  perfection,  for,  by  their  intrepidity  and 
| courage,  they  paved  the  way  to  future  civilization. 

Joshua  B.  Jackson  is  a native  of  Chester  Dis- 
! trict.  S.  C.,  his  birth  occurring  on  August  25,  1810. 

I His  father,  Lemuel  Jackson,  was  also  born  in  that 
■ State  in  1800,  and  died  there  in  1816,  having  been 
' fairly  successful  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture 
throughout  his  life.  He  was  a prominent  Demo- 
: crat,  and  in  the  year  1810  represented  his  parish 
: in  the  State  Legislature;  was  a member  of  the 
I Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  also  belonged  to 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  His  wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss 
! Jane  S.  Blake,  was  born  in  the  Palmetto  State. 

in  the  month  of  July,  1801,  and  was  reared,  edu- 
| cated  and  married  there,  and  still  makes  that  State 
; her  home,  having  become  the  wife  of  Josiah  Jar- 
; dan.  Her  union  with  Mr.  Jackson  resulted  in  the 
i birth  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  five  of  the 
family  now  living,  named  as  follows:  John  (afarm- 
: er  of  Chester  County.  S.  C. ),  Emily  (wife  of  James 
; McFadden,  an  agriculturist  of  York  County,  S.  0. ), 
j Martha  J.  (who  first  married  Samuel  Ferguson. 

| and  is  now  the  wife  of  David  Hyatt,  of  Lancaster 
; County,  S.  C.),  Lucy  C.’  (who  was  first  the  wife  of 
; David  Boyd,,  and  is  now  married  to  William  T. 

| Wylie,  of  York  County),  and  Joshua  B.  Jackson 
! (the  youngest  of  those  living)-.  The  following  chil- 
dren are  dead:  Dempsey  R.  (who  died  during  the 
; war.  in  the  hospital  at  Richmond,  Va. ),  and  three 
I children  who  passed  from  life  in  infancy.  Joshua 
i B.  Jackson  was  reared,  and  obtained  a common- 
| school  education  in  his  native  State,  and  owing  to 
; the  early  death  of  his  father,  he  was  compelled  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  When  eighteen 
years  of  age,  he  began  for  himself  as  a farm  hand, 
i and  this  has  been  his  business  through  life,  his 
efforts  meeting  with  a fair  measure  of  success.  He 
has  some  fine  bottom  land  on  the  Arkansas  River. 

1 and  has  about  seventy-five  acres  in  a fine  state  of 
cultivation,  his  principal  crops  being  corn  and 
cotton.  He  was  married  in  South  Carolina,  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1869,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Porter,  a native 
of  Chester  District,  and  a daughter  of  William  S. 
and  Martha  J.  (Cherry)  Porter.  She  was  born 
October  3,  18  t9,  and  her  marriage  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters:  Walter  P., 
EffieJ..  Lee.  Mary  B.  and  Lemuel  C.  In  May, 
1861,  Mr.  Jackson  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army,  joining  Company  K,  Third  Arkansas  Yol- 
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unteer  Infantry,  and  was  in  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  participating  in  the  seven  days'  light  at 
Richmond,  Sharps! mrg,  Gettysburg,  Wilderness. 
Petersburg,  Chickamauga,  and  in  various  small 
battles  and  skirmishes.  He  surrendered  at  Appo- 
mattox Court  House,  and  was  there  paroled,  re- 
turning to  his  home  in  South  Carolina,  where  he 
remained  until  1ST!,  at  which  time  lie  removed 
to  Arkansas  and  settled  in  Bradley  County.  After 
remaining-  here  two  years,  he  spent  two  years 
in  Drew  County,  and  has  since  been  a resi- 
dent of  Desha  County.  He  is  a member  of 
the  K.  of  H. , is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  political  welfare  of 
his  county  and  State.  He  has  been  a prominent 
member  of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church 
since  1872,  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  same. 
He  has  been  a director  of  the  common  schools  of 
his  community  for  many  years,  and  is  an  industri- 
ous and  honorable  citizen,  highly  respected  $nd 
esteemed  by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. Mr.  Jackson  is  of  Scotch  Irish  descent, 
and  his  wife  is  of  Irish- Dutch  lineage,  and  her  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  born  on  board  a vessel  sent 
from  Ireland  to  America. 

William  T.  Jackson  was  born  in  Jackson 
County,  Tenm,  September  29,  1864,  and  is  a son 
of  Andrew  and  Caroline  Jackson,  also  Tennes-. 
seeans,  the  former’s  birth  occurring  in  1834  and 
the  latter's  in  1846.  Mr.  Jackson  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  a Democrat  in  his  political  views, 
and  passed  from  life  in  his  native  State  in  1866, 
mourned  by  many  friends  and  acquaintances. 
His  widow  now  resides  in  Desha  County,  Ark., 
and  is  the  wife  of  John  W.  Cheatham.  William 
T.  Jackson  is  one  of  three  children  born  to  his 
parents,  the  other  two  members  of  the  family 
being  Charles  and  Richard,  both  residents  of 
Desha  County.  From  the  time  of  his  birth  up  to 
nine  years  of  age,  William  T.  Jackson  resided  in 
the  State  of  his  birth,  but  at  that  time  w as  taken 
to  Arkansas,  which  State  has  since  been  his  home. 
His  advantages  were  quite  limited  in  his  youth, 
and  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years  he  was  com- 
pelled to  begin  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  and 
first  worked  as  a farm  laborer,  and  tilling  the  soil 
has  since  been  his  occupation,  at  which  he  is  do- 
ing well.  He  was  married,  September  15,  1886. 
to  Miss  Rachel  Evans,  a native  of  Arkansas,  but 
he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  her  death  August  19, 
1887,  she  having  borne  a daughter  that  died  iu 
infancy.  His  second  marriage  was  consummated 
August  1.  1889,  to  Mrs.  Nannie  T.  Stillwell, 
widow  of  Asher  C.  Stillwell,  who  died  August  10, 
1886,  and  a daughter  of  Abraham  F.  and.  Tabitlm 


(Clark)  Hudson,  a native  of  Fayette  County, 
Term.,  born  September  26,  185-1.  Mr.  Jackson  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church, 
and  both  take  an  active  interest  in  church  work  and 
are  liberal  contributors  to  feasible  enterprises  so 
far  as  their  time  and  means  will  allow. 

J.  S.  Johnson  present  county  treasurer,  Arkan- 
sas City  The  name  that  heads  this  sketch  is  borne 
by  one  of  the  well  known  and  respected  residents 
of  Franklin  Township,  who,  like  many  other  set- 
tlers in  the  county,  came  originally  from  Louisiana, 
where  his  birth  occurred  in  1854.  His  parents, 
Ami  and  Mary  (Bari and)  Johnson,  were  natives, 
respectively-  of  Ohio  anil  Virginia.  The  father 
came  to  Louisiana  at  a very  early  day,  in  fact  so 
early  that  the  place  where  he  settled  was  covered 
with  cane.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade  and  fol- 
lowed this  occupation  until  his  death  in  1857. 
The  mother  died  in  1884.  Of  the  seven  children 
born  to  their  marriage,  only  one,  J.  S.,  is  living. 
The  latter  was  reared  and  secured  a fair  educa- 
tion in  Catahoula  Parish.  La.,  and  when  fourteen 
years  of  age  began  for  himself.  He  spent  the 
early  part  of  his  life  on  board  a steamboat  on  the 
Ouachita  River  and  tributaries  and  tilled  all  the 
positions  from  cabin-boy  to  pilot,  holding  the  last- 
named  position  the  last  four  years  he  was  on 
the  boat.  He  came  to  Chicot  County.  Ark.,  lo- 
cated in  Arkansas  City  and  worked  as  clerk  for  J. 
M.  Whitehill  for  some  time.  He  afterward 
worked  for  a Mr.  Helm,  and  in  1882  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  for  himself,  continuing  at  the 
same  until  1887.  Mr.  Johnson  lias  tilled  the  office 
of  city  recorder,  and  iu  1888  was  elected  treasurer 
of  the  county.  Previous  to  this  he  had  served  as 
deputy  sheriff  for  some  time.  His  marriage  nup- 
tials were  celebrated  on  November  21,  1878,  to 
Miss  Ella  Clayton,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  M. 
Clayton,  of  Louisiana.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson 
are  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Hattie  M. . 

Nora  N.  (deceased),  Earl  O. . Gertrude  P. , Joseph 
C.,  Norman, N.  and  James  R.  Although  a com- 
paratively young  man.  Mr.  Johnson  is  one  of  the 
wide  awake  and  enterprising  citizens  of  the  county. 
He  is  a member  of  tiro  Valley  Lodge  No.  21,  K. 
of  P. , and  is  a member  of  the  Uniformed  Rank, 
Division  12.  He  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are  mejnbers 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 

Mrs.  Alary  J.  Johnston  is  the  widow  of  William 
T.  Johnston,  and  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Martha  (Burnett)  Sellers.  She  was  horn  in  Mem- 
phis, Term..  September  IS,  1851,  and  on  April  4. 
IS 70,  was  married  to  Thomas  L.  Pleasants,  of  In- 
diana,-who  was  born  November  30,  1811,  and  to 
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their  union  a family  of  two  children  was  horn: 
Walter  T.  and  Mat  lie  L.  (wife  of  Edward  J. 
Graves):  this  daughter  was  born  on  March  20.  lb  i2. 
and  was  married  oil  November  1,  1887.  being  now 
the  mother  of  a little  daughter  named  Ethel  L. 
Thomas  E.  Pleasants  was  a merchant  of  Luna, 
Chicot  County,  Ark.,  and  died  on  June  29,  1874, 
his  widow  marrying  William  T.  Johnston,  on  June 
14,  1S78.  The  latter  was  born  in  Butler  County, 
of  the  Blue-Grass  State,  May  20,  18-71,  and  he 
and  wife  became  the  parents  of  a daughter,  Jennie 
Eudora,  who  was  born  in  Memphis,  Tenri.,  Novem- 
ber 2,  1882.  Mr.  Johnston,  in  addition  to  follow- 
ing the  occupation  of  merchandising  at  Laconia, 
was  engaged  in  conducting  a plantation,  and  for 
several  years  kept  books  for  his  father  in  law  at 
that  place.  He  was  a man  possessing  many  worthy 
traits  of  character,  and  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  September  7,  1889,  was  not  only  lamented  by 
his  immediate  family,  but  by  a large  circle  pf 
friends  and  acquaintances.  Mrs.  Johnston’s  fa- 
ther and  mother  were  born  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky, 
September  11,  1820,  and  January  24,  1830  re- 
spectively, their  union  taking  place  at  Memphis. 
Term.,  in  1848.  The  mother  passed  from  this  life 
October  27,  188S,  and  was.  as  was  her  husband, 
who  died  August  2,  1883,  an  earnest  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  A family  of 
four  children  was  bom  to  them  of  whom  Mary  J. 
(Mrs.  Johnston),  and  Josephine  (the  wife  of  Charles 
Warfield,  a planter  and  ginner  of  Laconia,  are  the 
only  ones  living. 

Joseph  H.  Jones,  fanner,  was  born  in  David- 
son County,  Tonn. , in  the  city  of  Nashville,  on 
February  27,  1830,  and  is  a son  of  Uriah  Jones, 
a native  Virginian,  who  was  born  in  1808,  and 
died  in  Desha  County,  Ark.,  in  1873.  whither  he 
had  come  in  1841,  his  first  location,  however,  be- 
ing in  Arkansas  County,  where  he  became  a 
wealthy  farmer.  Elis  wife,  formerly  Miss  Sarah 
Henderson,  was  born,  reared  and  married  in  Ten- 
nessee, the  latter  event  being  in  1832  or  1833. 
She  died  about  1842,  having  borne  a family  of 
five  children — two  sons  and  three  daughters  — 
Joseph  H.  Jones  being  the  only  one  of  the  family 
now  living.  John  died  in  Arkansas  in  1842. 
Amanda,  died  in  1878:  Elizabeth,  died  in  1879, 
and  Addie.  died  in  18(3.  Joseph  H.  Jones  has 
resided  in  Arkansas  since  he  was  six  years  of  age. 
but  his  early  advantages  were  limited,  owing  to 
the  newness  of  the  country  at  that  time.  When 
eighteen  t ears  of  age  he  began  farming  for  him- 
self in  Desha  County,  and  this  occupation  has 
since  received  his  attention,  he  being  now  the 
owner  of  160  acres  of  good  land  near  the  Arkan- 


sas River,  of  which  eighty  acres  are  under  culti- 
vation, devoted  to  cotton  and  corn.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Maury  County.  Team.  October  8,  1809,  to 
Miss  Maggie  Brown,  a Tennesseean,  and  a daughter 
of  Ira  Biown,  and  by  her  has  had  a family  of 
seven  children — three  sons  and  four  daughters — 
Irene,  Sal  lie,  Gordon, . Luther,  Maggie.  Grover 
Cleveland  and  Ella,  dead.  In  May,  1861,  Mr. 
Jones  joined  Company  D,  Capt.  McGregor’s  First 
Arkansas  Ii-egiment,  and  was  in  the  battles  of 
Manassas,  Shiloh,  Perry ville,  Murfreesboro,  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  Chickamauga  and  all  the  battles 
from  Dalton  to  Atlanta.  He  surrendered  at  Jones- 
boro, N.  C. , and  was  paroled.  He  was  in  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  with  Gens.  J.  E.  Johnston  and 
Braxton  Bragg,  and  during  his  service  was  several 
times  wounded,  once  in  the  right  hand  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Atlanta,  losing  his  third  linger.  After  the 
war  was  over  he  returned  to  Arkansas,  and.  as 
above  stated,  has  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to 
the  peaceful  pursuit  of  farming,  giving  some 
attention  also  to  the  raising  of  cattle.  He  is 
a man  of  cpiiet  habits,  but  of  an  honest  and  gener- 
ous disposition,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  many 
acquaintances  and  friends.  He  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
and  take  an  active  part  in  church  work.  Mr. 
Jones  is  a Democrat,  has  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  of  Red  Fork  Township  for  three 
years,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  lx.  of  H. 

Douglas  Jordan.  Perhaps  there  is  no  man 
within  the  limits  of  Desha  County,  Ark.,  who  is 
better  known  as  a successful  farmer  than  Mr.  Jor- 
dan, for  ho  is  recognized  as  a man  of  progressive 
spirit,  energy  and  clear  perception,  and  his  enter- 
prises have  in  nearly  every  instance  resulted  satis- 
factorily. He  was  born  in  Montgomery  County. 
Tenn.,  in  1856,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood, 
his  educational  advantages  extending  over  tire 
early  part  of  his  life.  He  entered  ifazlewood  Col- 
lege when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  and  was  a 
constant  attendant  of  that  institution  until  he  was 
sixteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  graduated 
with  first  honors.  After  his  return  home  he  as- 
sisted his  father  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and 
owing  to  the  excellent  education  that  he  had  re- 
ceived and  his  knowledge  of  agricultural  life,  he 
was  at  that  time  well-lilted  to  commence  life  for 
himself.  After  managing  a plantation  for  two 
years  in -his  native  State  he  came  to  Desha  County, 
Ark.,  and  for  five  years  was  the  manager  of  a large 
estate  belonging  to  Mr.  Keene,  of  New  York.  Upon 
the  death  of  his  employer,  in  1885.  he. rented  the 
same  farm,  and  managed  it  for  himself  for  five 
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years  longer,  then  purchased  a farm  of  his  own, 
erected  thereon  a residence,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  cultivating  his  own  land.  He  owns  oOO 
acres,  but  lias  only  a small  portion  of  it  cleared 
and  under  cultivation,  but  rents  enough  tillable 
land  to  keep  him  busy  during  the  year,  raising  on 
an  average  BOO  bales  of  cotton  each  season.  He 
{jives  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  stock, 
in  which  industry  he  has  been  quite  successful. 
He  was  married,  in  1881,  to  Hiss  Nannie  Placher, 
a daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Isabella  (Darden) 
Blabber,  of  Tennessee,  and  by  her  has  a family  of 
three  children:  Emil}’  R.,  Alary  I.  (deceased),  and 
Mylie  D.  Mr.  -Jordan  is  an  active  Democrat,  and 
during  the  last  election  made  a most  creditable 
race  for  sheriff  of  his  county,  but  is  not  alone  in- 
terested in  politics,  as  all  worthy  enterprises  re- 
ceive his  hearty  support.  He  and  wife  are  worthy 
members  of  the  Christian  Church.  His  parents. 
Mylie  and  Charlotte  (GaJay)  Jordan,  were  born  in 
North  Carolina  and  Illinois,  respectively,  the  for- 
mer’s birth  occurring  in  1823.  In  1841  he  re- 
moved to  Montgomery,  Term.,  and  there  became 
in  time  a successful  planter.  He  was  married,  in 
1854,  and  he  and  wife  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children:  Douglas,  Margaret  L.,  Sarah  J. , Mary, 
Alice,  Annie,  Nellie  and  Turnley,  all  of  whom  are 
married  with  the  exception  of  Nellie  and  Turnley. 
who  still  live  with  their  parents.  The  father  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  is  still  residing 
near  Clarksville,  Tenn. , and  although  sixty-six  years 
of  age  he  is  remarkably  well  preserved.  He  is  a 
prominent  Mason,  having  taken  all  the  degrees  in 
that  ancient  order,  and  having  lived  a strictly  hon- 
orable and  useful  life;  he  is  honored  and  esteemed 
by  all,  and  has  a record  of  which  he  may  justly  be 
proud.  He  has  been  a church  member  since  quite 
a young  man,  and  has  lived  a consistent  Christian 
life,  and  has  endeavored  to  follow,  in  every  re- 
spect, the  teachings  of  the  Golden  Rule.  His  wife 
is  now  fifty-one  years  of  age,  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  an  exemplary  lady  in  every 
respect. 

Knox  Knowlton,  M.  D..  is  well  known  through- 
out Desha  and  surrounding  counties,  as  a physician 
and  surgeon  of  prominence,  and  is  an  acknowledged 
leader  among  his  medical  brothers.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  the  county  in  which  lie  now  resides,  in 
1833,  and  he  is  a son  of  Abraham  and  Iiuldah 
(Hastings)  Knowlton,  the  former  a native  of  Con- 
necticut., and  the  latter  of  Massachusetts.  Dr. 
Knowlton,  up  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  received 
but  very  little  education,  but  having  always  been 
desirous  of  becoming  a well-informed  man,  he,  at 
that  age,  went  to  Ohio,  and  attended  a school  of 


that  State  for  one  year,  after  which  he  entered  the 
St.  Louis  University,  his  career  in  both  these  in- 
stitutions being  marked  by  rapid  progress.  He  was 
compelled,  however,  to  leave  the  latter  institution, 
after  a short’  attendance,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
and  returned  home  where,  after  a short  rest,  he  be- 
gan his  medical  studies,  and  later  attended  lectures 
in  St.  Louis,  graduating  the  second  term.  After 
practicing  a short  time,  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  at- 
tending lectures  in  the  University  of  Louisiana,  and 
thus  favored  with  excellent  preparatory  training  he 
was  enabled  to  enter  upon  a successful  career,  and 
the  practice  of  medicine  received  his  attention  until 
the  opening  of  the  war.  In  1862  he  entered  the 
Confederate  service  as  surgeon  of  the  Fifteenth 
Tennessee,  Donaldson’s  brigade,  Cheatham’s  divis- 
ion. Polk's  corps,  and  served  as  such  throughout 
the  war,  surrendering  at  Greensboro,  N.  C..  in 
April,  1865.  After  returning  to  his  native  State 
and  practicing  his  profession  for  a short  time,  lie 
gave  up  his  profession  for  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, and  so  excellent  was  his  management  that  he 
in  time  became  the  owner  of  440  acres  of  rich  land, 
240  acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  He  also 
gives  some  attention  to  stock-raising.  Although 
he  lias  taken  no  particular  interest  in  politics,  he 
usually  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  the  cause 
of  education  always  receives  his  hearty  approval 
and  support.  Other  worthy  enterprises  find  in 
him  a liberal  patron,  and  as  a man  and  citizen  he 
ranks  among  the  first  in  the  county.  In  1872 
Miss  Huldali,  a daughter  of  David  and  Jnlia  (Du- 
mas) Alexander,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia, 
respectively,  became  his  wife,  and  by  her  he  has 
had  an  interesting  family  of  three  children:  Abra- 
ham, Stephen  D.  and  Mary  B.,  all  of  whom  are  at- 
tending school. 

Alford  Knowlton  (colored)  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil  on  his  farm,  which  em- 
braces 352  acres  of  fine  land,  of  which  180  acres 
are  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation  and  will 
average  about  135  bales  of  cotton  per  year.  Mr. 
Knowlton  deserves  much  credit  for  the  admirable 
way  in  which  he  has  surmounted  the  difficulties 
which  have  strewn  his  pathway  through  life,  and 
by  his  ceaseless  industry,  united  with  a strong  and 
determined  effort  to  succeed  in  life,  has  acquired 
his  present-  property.  He  owns  an  excellent  steam 
cotton  and  grist-  mill  combined,  and  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  the  colored 
race  in  the  county,  being  honest,  industrious  and 
thrifty.  Not  only  is  he  respected  and  esteemed  by 
his  colored  brethren,  but  also  by  the  white  resi- 
dents of  the  community,  and  this  sketch  is  pub- 
lished by  the  request  of  many  of  his  white  neigh- 
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bors.  Educational  institutions,  as  well  as  churches, 
find  in  him  a liberal  patron  and  a hearty  support- 
er. and  he  is  public  spirited  in  every  respect  and 
deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  county 
and  State.  He  is  a native  of  Desha  County. 
Ark.,  Ids  birth  occurring  on  July  15,  1833,  and 
on  January  20,  1S67,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Jennie  Blackburn,  a nativeof  Ken- 
tucky, by  whom  he  lias  a family  of  ten  children — 
seven  daughters  and  three  sons — eight  of  this  fam- 
ily being  now  alive:  Melissa  (the  wife  of  Peter 
Johnson,  a planter  living  in  Desha  County  ).  Lillie, 
Ella,  Hattie,  Jennie,  Katie,  Oregon  and  Norman. 

C.  F.  Kroeger,  merchant  and  baker,  Ar- 
kansas City,  Ark.  Mr.  Kroeger  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1S53,  and  is  the  son  of  C.  F.  and  Wil- 
helmina  (Bolmeyer)  Kroeger.  natives  also  of  Ger- 
many. The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  j 
and  died  in  his  native  country  in  1SS5.  The  ! 
mother  came  here  in  1S80.  C.  F.  Kroeger,  Jr., 
came  to  this  country  in  1872,  landing  in  Castle 
Garden,  N.  Y.,  and  came  direct  to  St.  Louis, 
thence  to  Arkansas  City,  Ark.,  in  1873.  although 
there  was  no  town  at  that  time  here,  and  was  for  I 
two  years  engaged  in  his  trade,  engineer,  for  Capt. 
"Whitehill.  In  187-1-75  and  1870  he  worked  on 
a farm  he  had  rented  of  Capt.  Whitehill.  near 
Louisville,  but  in  1877  he  returned  to  this  city  1 
and  engaged  again  with  Capt.  Whitehill.  with 
whom  he  remained  until  1SS0.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Meffert,  of  Louisville.  Ky..  and  after 
this  union  he  worked  for  Capt.  W hitehill  for  one 
year.  He  then  engaged  in  the  baker  v business,  con-  ' 
tinned  at  this  one  year,  after  which  lie  sold  out  and 
engaged  at  work  with  the  railroad  company  at  the 
elevator  as  engineer.  Here  he  continued  for  about  ! 
live  years,  and  was  also  engaged  in  the  confection-  ; 
erv  and  grocery  business  a portion  of  this  time. 
In  December,  1886.  he  lost  his  business  by'  the  lire 
which  destroyed  the  greater  portion  of  this  town, 
but  in  1887  he  rebuilt,  and  in  1SS8  added  the 
saloon  business.  He  enjoyed  an  annual  business 
in  his  grocery  department  of  about  86.0C0.  hut  sold 
out  in  1890;  his  saloon  business  yielded  him  annu- 
ally about  " (,000.  Mr.  Kroeger  has  two  resi- 
dences in  Huntington,  Miss.,  and  four  business 
houses  in  this  city.  Although  he  started  with  little 
or  nothing,  and  has  met  with  many  reverses,  he 
has  never  been  discouraged,  and  always  manages  < 
to  find  his  way  to  the  front.  To  his  marriage  have 
been  born  fi\e  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing: William  and  Sophia.  Mr.  Kroeger  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  his.  wife  a mem-  ; 
her  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Both  are  esteemed 
and  respected  by  all  acquainted  with  them. 


\Y.  E.  Lambe,  Arkansas  City,  Ark.  Mr. 

| Lambe,  an  esteemed  and  respected  business  man 
j of  Arkansas  City,  was  born  in  Chicot  County, 
Ark. , and  is  the  youngest  of  seven  children  born 
! to  the  marriage  of  Neesom  and  Louisa  (Davis) 
i Lambe,  natives,  respectively, of  England  and  Louisi- 
! ana.  Neesom  Lambe,  who  was  a physician  and 
chemist,  came  to  America  when  about  twenty-live 
or  thirty  years  of  age,  and  was  here  married  about 
j 1836.  Later  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
: his  profession  at  Grand  Lake,  Ark.,  where  ho  re- 
ceived his  final  summons  in  1854.  He  was  moder- 
ately' wealthy  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business,  also  owning  seme  real 
estate.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to  his  union, 
only  three  are  now  living:  F.  J.  (resides  in  Sun- 
flower County.  Miss. ).  Mary  N.  (wife  of  Samuel 
Frederick,  of  Louisville,  Ivy.),  and  AY.  E.  After 
the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Lambe  married  Dr. 
John  Thompson,  of  Ohio.  Previous  to  her  mar- 
riage to  Dr.  Lambe  she  had  married  a Mr.  Brasher. 
She  died  in  1860.  AY.  E.  Lambe  became  acquainted 
with  the  details  of  farm  life  at  an  early  age,  and 
during  the  time  while  occupied  with  the  duties  of 
the  farm  attended  also  the  common  schools  of 
Chicot  County.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
started  out  to  fight  life’s  battles  for  himself,  and 
first  began  farming  on  rented  land,  which  occupa- 
tion he  continued  for  four  years.  After  Ibis  he 
engaged  in.the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  about  five  years,  and  for  one  year  he  was  also 
in  the  photographer's  business.  In  1876 he  moved 
to  Arkansas,  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  for 
about  sis  months,  and  later  sold  out  and  moved  to 
Washington  County,  Miss.,  where  for  some  time  he 
was  in  the  saloon- business.  In  1878  he  was  again 
at  wotk  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  continued 
until  1881,  when  he  again  embarked  in  the  liquor 
business  at  Bolivar  County,  Miss.  After  remain- 
ing there  until  1886,  lie  came  to  Arkansas  City, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  traffic  of 
liquor,  and  has  been  unusually  successful,  his 
annual  sales  amounting  to  about  §7,000.  Mr. 
Lambe  is  the  owner  of  considerable  city  property, 
consisting  of  houses  and  lots,  all  the  result  of  care- 
ful management  and  good  business  ability.  He 
is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. . A' alley  Lodge  No.  21, 
and  is  also  a member  of  the  Uniform  Rank  of  that 
order.  In  1889  he  was  elected  alderman  of  the 
city. 

Samuel  Lenox.  In  the  northwestern  part  of 
Desha  County,  Ark.,  near  the  Arkansas  River,  on  a 
beautiful  lake  whieh  bears  his  name,  lives  Mr. 
Lenox,  the  subject  of  this  memoir.  The  St  at*  - of 
Arkansas  is  only  one  year  older  than  he,  his  birth 
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having  occurred  on  the  place  he  now  occupies  Sep- 
tember 1.  1S37,  and  he  is  a son  of  John  H.  and 
Eliza  A.  (Pullen)  Lenox.  The  former  was  born 
December  24,  1801.  probably  in  Tennessee,  and  as 
a farmer  accumulated  a fair  share  of  this  world’s 
goods,  so  that  upon  his  death.  October  18,  1844, 
he  left  his  family  well  provided  for.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Arkansas,  coming  from  his 
native  State  in  1820,  and  settled  in  what  was  then 
Jefferson  County,  but  is  now  Desha  County,  pur- 
chasing a home  on  the  Arkansas  River,  and  near 
what  is  now  Lenox  Lake.  Here  he  resided  until 
his  death.  He  was  married  in  Little  Rock.  Ark., 
December  3,  1835,  his  wife  having  been  born  in 
Raleigh,  N.  C.,  October  7,  1845,  but  was  reared  in 
Jefferson  County,  Ark.,  whither  she  came  with  her 
parents  when  a child,  their  names  being  John  \Y. 
and  May  Elizabeth  Pullen.  They  were  prominent 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  State,  and  Mr. 
Pullen  was  sheriff  of  Jefferson  County  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lenox  a family  of 
three  sons  and  a daughter  was  born,  Samuel  being 
the  only  one  now  living.  Those  dead  are  John  J., 
Jackie  G.  (a  daughter)  and  John  Henry.  Samuel 
lias  spent  the  most  of  his  life  on  the  place  where 
he  now  lives,  and  his  early  educational  advantages 
were  fair  for  a new  country,  as  he  obtained  an  aca- 
demic education,  finishing  his  course  at  Fayette- 
ville. At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  began  for 
himself  as  a farmer,  and  this  work  has  continued 
to  receive  Iris  attention,  lie  being  now  the  owner  of 
a beautiful  and  comfortable  home  and  a farm  com- 
prising 600  acres  of  fine  bottom  land,  300  acres  of 
which  are  in  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  seeded 
to  grasses  and  clover,  fifty  acres  being  given  to  the 
latter.  Cotton,  corn  and  small  grains  are  the  other 
staple  products.  Mr.  Jjenox  is  largely  engaged  in 
raising  horses,  mules,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  and 
has  about  100  head  of  horses  and  mules,  and  is 
increasing  this  business  each  year.  He  has  an  ex- 
cellent steam  cotton-gin  on  his  land,  which  was 
erected  at  a cost,  of  83,000.  and  has  a capacity  of 
4,000  pounds  of  lint  cotton  per  day.  His  acquaint- 
ance extends  over  a large  area,  and  everywhere  he 
is  honored  and  respected  for  his  many  virtues,  his 
charity  and  humanity  being  only  bounded  by  his 
time  and  means.  He  has  been  married  twice,  first 
in  Little  Rock.  Ark..  July  20.  1800,  to  Miss  Mag- 
gie J.  Field,  a daughter  of  Judge  William  H.  and 
Mary  A.  (Flournay)  Field,  who  were  among  the 
best  and  most  intelligent  people  of  the  State. 
Mrs.  1 jenox  died  September.  22.  1804,  having 
borne  two  children:  Hume  F.  (who  died  November 
23,  1887),  and  Addie  F.  (residing  with  her  father). 
September  10,  i860,  Miss  Florence  II.  Field,  a 


sister  of  bis  former  wife,  was  united  to  him  in 
marriage,  and  to  them  two  sons  were  horn:  Sam- 
uel H.  and  Silas  H.  (who  died  August  20,  1870). 
Mr.  Lenox  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  his  second 
wife  January  2,  1870,  and  he  is  now  residing  with 
his  two  surviving  children:  Addie  F.  and  Samuel 
H.  (on  his  farm).  Although  an  active  Democrat 
in  politics,  he  lias  never  aspired  to  office. 

M.  J.  Ludlam  is  one  of  the  successful  agricult- 
urists of  Desha  County,  Ark.,  and,  although  his 
farm  is  not  as  large  as  some,  it  comprises  160 
acres  of  fertile  land,  eight}'  acres  of  which  are  care- 
fully tilled,  and  therefore  yields  a better  crop  than 
many  larger  farms.  He  also  finds  the  sale  of  his 
stock  an  excellent  source  of  revenue,  and  therefore 
this  branch  of  industry  receives  considerable  of  his 
attention.  He  was  born  in  1831  in.  Sandusky 
County.  Ohio,  but  his  parents,  William  and  Mary 
(Brown)  Ludlam.  were  born  in  York  State  and 
came  to  Desha  Count}',  Ark.,  in  1833.  Here  the 
early  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  spent, 
but  his  early  educational  advantages  were  not  good, 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  schools  at  that  day.  After 
remaining  with  his  father  until  twenty-three  years 
of  age  he  began  tilling  the  soil  for  himself,  start- 
ing out  in  a very  modest  way,  as  his  capital  was 
quite  small.  He  continued  his  farming  operations 
until  1S62,  then  joined  the  Confederate  service, 
becoming  a member  of  Dobbin’s  regiment,  but 
was  soon  after,  captured  and  taken  to  Helena,  Ark., 
where  he  was  kept  a prisoner  for  three  months. 
Upon  being  released  he  returned  home  and  resumed 
business,  and  has  acquired  the  above-mentioned 
property.  He  is  one  of  the  county’s  most  worthy 
citizens,  and  is  much  esteemed  and  respected  by 
the  people  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 
Although  he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket  he  does 
not  take  an  active  interest  in  politics.  His  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Jennie  D.  House  took  place  in  1872. 
she  being  a daughter  of  William  and  Alice  House, 
natives  of  New  Foundland.  Their  union  was 
blessed  in  tlie  birth  of  the  following  children: 
Annie  K.,  Alice  Ik,  Edmund  Cl.  and  William  K. 
The  first  two  children  are  deceased,  as  is  also  their 
mother,  whose  death  occurred  in  1882.  Dir.  Lud- 
lam  and  his  surviving  children  live  alone. 

Abner  McGehee,  merchant  and  farmer,  McGe- 
hee,  Ark.  Eminent  success,  achieved  through  hon- 
orable endeavor,  affords  one  of  the  greatest  sources 
of  pleasure  to  him  who.  in  a retrospective  view  of 
life,  traces  his  progress  by  such  tokens  as  deserve 
admiration  and  esteem.  Such  an  enjoyment  is 
afforded  in  the  fullest,  measure  by  Abner  McGehee. 
This  gentleman  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1851,  and 
is  the  eldest  child  born  to  the  union  of  Benjamin 
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and  Sarah  (Noble,  nee  Vanhoose)  AlcGehoe.  Ben- 
jamin AIc.Gebee  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1858,  settled 
a few  miles  east  of  where  his  son  Abner  now  re- 
sides, bought  an  unimproved  farm  of  several  hun- 
dred acres,  erected  his  dwelling,  and  became  one 
of  the  most  successful  agriculturists  of  the  county. 
Ho  is  by  profession  a surveyor,  and  has  followed 
this  ill  connection  with  farming  since  coming  to 
this  State.  [See  sketch  of  Benjamin  AleGehee.  ] 
Abner  McGehee  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Desha  County,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  started  out  to  tight  life’s  battles  for 
himself  as  a farmer.  He  first  rented  land  for  two 
years,  and  then  bought  his  present  property,  which 
consisted  of  100  acres,  all  in  the  woods.  He  has 
since  improved  the  place,  erected  a tine  dwelling, 
and  has  added  to  the  original  tract  until  he  now 
has  2,010  acres,  with  300  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  raises  annually  about  110  bales  of  cotton,  be- 
sides corn,  etc.,  enough  to  run  his  farm,  and  some 
to  sell.  He  also  raises  hogs  and  cattle  for  his  own 
use,  has  a line  cotton-gin,  and  gins  about  250  bales, 
besides  his  own  raising.  He  opened  his  present 
business  in  1 S 7 7 or  1878,  with  a cash  capital  of 
$1,000  (borrowed  capital),  and  at  the  same  time 
engaged  in  selling  ties  from  the  timber  off  bis 
farm,  to  the  Little  Bock  & Texas  Railroad,  now  a 
branch  of  the  Missouri  Pacific.  He  now  does  an 
annual  business  of  $12,000  in  the  mercantile  line, 
and  is  also  engaged  in  contracting  on  different 
railroads.  At  present  he  has  the  contract  of  cut- 
ting out  the  right  of  way  for  the  H.  C.  A.  A T.  R. 
R.,  and  contracts  largely  for  ties  and  wood.  He 
was  married  in  1 8 7 13  to  Miss  Jennie  Dickinson,  of 
Drew  County,  and  the  daughter  of  Wiley  and 
Mary  A.  (Downey)  Dickinson,  who  were  born  Janu- 
ary 1.0,  1811,  and  September  18,  1819,  respectively. 
Her  parents  were  married  on  July  25,  1839,  and  to 
their  union  were  born  seven  children,  Mrs.  McGe- 
hee being  the  only  one  now  living.  The  ones  de- 
ceased were  named  as  follows:  Martha  F.,  Mari 

etta,  Sarah  11..  Joseph  P.,  James  F.  and  AYiley. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  in  185b.  and  the 
mother  in  180b.  The  land  on  which  Air.  McGe- 
hee is  now  living  was  a portion  of  the  immense 
body  of  land  entered  previous  to  the  late  unpleas- 
antness by  Chester  Ashbv  from  the  State,  and  held 
by  him  at  $20  per  acre,  one- third  down  and  the 
rest  to  be  paid  for  in  different  payments,  with  10 
per  cent  interest.  The  land  which  Air.  McGehee 
bought  in  1870  only  cost  him  $1.00.|  cents  and  82 
per  acre.  It  is  now  worth  about  $10  per  acre,  and 
rents  for  $0  an  acre.  This  land  produces  from  one- 
half  to  one  bale  of  cotton  per  acre,  and  from 
twenty-live  to  forty-live  bushels  of  corn  to  the 


acre.  Six  children  were  born  to  Air.  and  Airs. 
McGehee:  James  D.,  Nettie,  Abner  Jr.,  Benja- 

min, Scott  and  Alary  E.  Air.  AIcGehee  has 
never  aspired  to  office  in  the  county,  but  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  politics  of  the  county  and 
Slate.  He  is  a Democrat.  He  is  a liberal  con- 
tributor to  all  educational  and  religious  enter- 
prises, and  although  his  early  education  was  rather 
limited,  he  takes  much  pride  in  giving  his  children 
every  advantage.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  in 
1880,  and  is  station  agent  on  the  railroad.  His 
business  house  is  40x80  feet  in  dimensions,  and  in 
this  he  carries  about  a 80,000  stock  of  general 
plantation  supplies.  His  father-in-law,  Air.  Dick- 
inson, was  married  twice,  the  first  time  on  March 
10,  1831,  to  Aliss  Anna  Hughes,  who  bore  him 
four  children:  AVilliam  E.  (deceased),  John  A. 

(deceased),  AJariah  J.  (deceased),  and  Sarah  (wife 
of  a Air.  Fields). 

Alexander  H.  AIcNeill  is  a native  of  Coahoma 
County,  Aliss.,  born  May  20,  1841,  and  ingrowing 
up  was  instructed  in  all  the  details  of  farm  life, 
and  his  years  of  unremitting  toil  have  resulted  in 
the  accumulation  of  a fine  property.  He  is  a sou 
of  Hector  and  Ann  Caroline  (Frere)  AIcNeill,  who 
were  born  in  North  Carolina,  September  24,  ISOS, 
and  St.  Alary  Parish,  La.,  July  4,  1813.  respect- 
ively. They  were  married  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
while  attending  college,  and  in  1S50  removed  to 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  which  place  continued  to 
be  their  home  until  their  respective  deaths,  the 
father  dying  in  Desha  County,  August  3,  1872. 
and  the  mother  December  6,  18S0.  Air.  AIcNeill 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a Whig  in  politics 
until  the  dissolution  of  that  party,  after  which  he 
became  a Democrat.  His  wife  was  of  French 
descent,  a daughter  of  Alexander  and  Katherine 
(Hetmen)  Frere.  and  her  union  with  Air.  AIcNeill 
was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  five  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, two  of  whom  are  living:  Agnes  C.  (wife  of 

Robin  Bynum,  residing  in  Memphis,  Team),  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Those  deceased  are 
Angus  F.,  Elector,  Jr.,  a second  son  Hector  and 
AVaters  H.  Alexander  H.  AIcNeill  was  reared  in 
Arkansas  from  the  time  he  attained  his  ninth  year, 
and  his  education  was  acquired  in  Davidson  Col- 
lege. North  Carolina.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years  he  began  for  himself,  as  a f aimer,  and  al- 
though educated  for  the  bar,  be  lias  never  prac- 
ticed that  profession.  In  June.  1801,  he  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  army,  becoming  a member  of 
Company  I.  Third  Arkansas  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  was  with  Gens.  Stonewall  Jackson  and  Henry 
R.  Jackson  in  the  Army  of  A irginia.  He  was  at 
Sliarpsbnrg,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Gettys- 
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burg,  Cluckamauga,  Knoxville,  Spottsylvania  Court 
House,  Cold  Harbor,  and  the  battles  around  Peters- 
burg and  Richmond.  He  was  slightly  wounded  at 
Gettysburg  by  a minie-ball  and  the  concussion  of 
an  exploded  shell;  was  captured  in  Virginia  in 
1805,  but  soon  managed  to  make  his  escape.  He 
surrendered  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  re- 
leased on  parole,  immediately  returning  home. 
July  12,  1804,  he  was  married,  in  Caroline  County. 
4 a. , to  Miss  Mary  Taylor,  a native  of  King  and 
Queen  County,  Va.,  a daughter  of  Lunsford  and 
Lucinda  (Greenstreet)  Taylor. who  died  many  years 
since  in  that  State.  To  Mr.  McNeill’s  marriage  a 
family  of  nine  children  has  been  born,  four  of 
whom  are  living:  Lemuel  C.,  Adrian  H.,  Mary  C. 
and  Angus  H.  Those  deceased  are  Alexander  H. . 
Lucy  A.,  Waters  F.,  Mary  A.  and  Adrian.  Mr. 
McNeill  owns  an  excellent  farm  of  205  acres  in  the 
valley  of  the  Arkansas  River,  and  has  eighty-five 
acres  under  the  plow,  the  principal  products  there- 
from being  corn,  hay  and  cotton.  He  is  also  to 
some  extent  engaged  in  the  stock  business.  Fie  is 
a Democrat,  has  been  county  assessor,  and  is  now 
tilling  the  position  of  deputy  circuit  clerk,  his  office 
being  at  Watson,  one  of  the 'county  seats  of  Desha 
County.  Fie  is  highly  esteemed  by  those  with  whom 
he  associates,  is  an  honorable  and  progressive 
Christian  gentleman,  and  his  business,  as  well  as 
his  family  relations,  are  exceptionally  happy.  Fie 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

Samuel  Marks,  merchant,  Arkansas  City.  Ark. 
In  scanning  these  sketches  biographique  of  Desha 
County,  one  fact  must  strike  the  reader. with  pe- 
culiar force- -the  high  standing  attained  by  its 
business  men.  No  city  in  this  part  of  the  State 
has  such  a thoroughly  qualified  business  popula- 
tion as  has  Arkansas  City,  and  Mr.  Marks  is  a 
leading  light  among  the  number.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Louisiana  in  1S5  hand  he  is  the  second  of 
eight  children— five  sons  anclthree  daughters — born 
to  the  union  of  H.  and  Hannah  (Baszinsky)  Marks, 
natives  of  Prussia.  The  father  came  to  this 
country  in  1830,  settled  in  East  Carroll  Parish  in 
1340,  and  engaged  in  merchandising,  which  he  con- 
tinued thereuntil  ISO  1 . He  then  moved  to  New 
Orleans,  followed  the  same  business,  and  in  1570 
took  up  his  residence  at  St.  Louis.  He  is  now  re- 
tired from  active  business.  The  mother  came  to 
this  county  about  1850,  and  is  related  to  the  Bas- 
zinkys  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.  Her  father  was  a rabbi 
of  the  Jewish  Synagogue.  Of  the  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marks,  seven  are  now  living:  Isaac, 
Samuel,  Hiney  (a  physician  of  St.  Louis),  Ailolph. 
Solomon  and  Louis.  Bertha  and  Tillie  are  at 


home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marks  are  now  residing  in 
St.  Louis,  and  both  are  members  of  the  Jewish 
Synagogue.  Samuel  Marks  was  educated  in  New' 
Orleans,  graduating  from  the  New  Orleans  Central 
High  School  in  1872,  and  at  t he  age  of  twenty-one 
he  commenced  business  for  himself  in  Louisiana. 
After  remaining  there  a short  time,  he  moved  to 
Wellsville,  Mo.,  and  after  a residence  there  of  two 
years  moved  to  Pine  Bluff  in  1884.  In  1885  he 
moved  to  Arkansas  City,  established  his  present 
business  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  wide-a- 
wake men  of  that  city,  doing  ari  annual  business 
of  about  $60,010.  His  stock  is  confined  to  dry 
goods,  boots  and  shoes,  gents’  furnishing  goods, 
etc.  He  employs  about  five  men  in  his  establish- 
ment and  does  a strictly  cash  business.  He  owns 
his  business  house  which  is  40x100  feet,  fronting 
on  the  main  street  of  the  city  and  also  fronting  the 
river  and  railroad.  Mr.  Marks  was  married  in  June, 
1881,  to  Miss  Fannie  Aubruev,  of  Wellsville,  Mo., 
and  tbe  daughter  of  Nelson  Aubruey.  The  fruits 
of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marks  are  two  chil- 
dren: Yivia  and  Eunice.  Mr.  Marks  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Wellsville,  Lodge  No.  350,  and 
is  also  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. , Valley  Lodge 
No.  21,  at  Arkansas  City,  Ark.  He  has  been  keeper 
of  records  and  seals  for  three  terms,  and  is  secre- 
tary of  the  Arkansas  City  Water  Works  Company. 
He  is  also  secretary  of  the  school  board  of  this 
place.  Mr-  Marks  and  two  brothers,  Solomon  and 
Louis,  have  a large  store  at  Huntington,  Miss.,  the 
same  line  as  is  carried  in  the  establishment  at  Ar- 
kansas City,  and  do  an  annual  business  of  about 
$35,000.  This  business  was  established  in  the  early 
part  of  1889,  and  is  paying  them  well. 

John  W.  Maulding  belongs  to  that  sturdy,  hon- 
est and  independent  class,  the  farmers  of  Arkansas, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  cultivating  an  estate  com- 
prising 240  acres  of  land.  150  acres  of  which  are 
under  cultivation,  and  well  adapted  to  the  purposes 
of  general  farming.  He  was  born  in  Chicot  County, 
Ark.,  in  1857.  and  being  reared  to  the  occupation 
of  farming  by  his  father,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  he  chose  this  as  his  life  calling,  and  has 
made,  it  a' success.  In  1884  he  was  united  in  the 
bonds  of  matrimony  to  Miss  Hattie  Owens,  who  was 
born  in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  in  1862,  and  by  her 
he  has  two  bright,  and  interesting  little  children: 
Matie  and  Vernie.  Mr.  Maulcling  is  the  friend  of 
all  feasible  public  enterprises,  and  so  far  as  his 
means  will  allow,  contributes  liberally  to  their  sup- 
port. He  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  as 
was  his  father,  Alex  Maulding.  before  him.  ' The 
latter  was  born  in  Louisiana  and  moved  from 
his  native  State  to  Arkansas,  where  he  was 
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engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until  his  death  in 
1S59.  He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  was  a man  whom  to  know  was  to 
respect.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  B.  Neil], 
a native  of  Boone  County,  Mo. . and  by  her  became 
the  father  of  three  children,  John  \\  . , the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  being-  tire  only  one  now  living. 

Hon.  James  M.  Merritt,  a successful  and  prom- 
inent educator  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  was  born 
in  Jones  County,  Ga..  November  10,  1823,  and  is 
a son  of  William  and  Jemimah  J.  (Halley)  Merritt, 
who  were  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1793  and 
Georgia  in  1S02,  respectively.  The  father  partic- 
ipated in  some  of  the  early  Indian  wars,  and  when 
a young  man  removed  to  Georgia,  where  he  was 
married,  and  made  his  home  until  1848,  when  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Bradley  County,  Ark., 
and  purchased  and  entered  land  to  the  amount  of 
280  acres,  on  which  he  built  a log-cabin,  and  set- 
j tied  down  to  clearing  the  land.  They  were  among 
j the  early  settlers  of  this  region,  and  became  well 
known  and  highly  respected.  They  were  earnest 
j members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
died  in  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  in  I860  and  1S57, 
respectively.  A family  of  eight  children  was  bom 
to  them — six  sons  and  two  daughters — the  follow- 
i mg  of  whom  are  now  living:  James M.,  Julius  C., 
Madrich  W.  and  Jane  (the  widow  of  John  N. 
Brooks).  She  resides  in  Chicot  County.  The 
maternal  grandparents  of  these  children  were  Na- 
thaniel and  Martha  (Jacobs)  Halley,  of  Georgia. 
James  M.  Merritt,  their  son,  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  in  the 
year  1844  started  out  in  life  for  himself  as  a 
teacher,  and  this  occupation  has  received  his  at- 
tention nearly  all  his  life,  his  success  as  an  educa- 
tor being  remarkable.  He  is  a leader  in  this  call- 
i ing,  and  the  youths  of  the  present  day  who  are  so 
fortunate  as  to  receive  instruction  under  him  are 
well  fitted  on  leaving  school  to  successfully  battle 
with  the  world.  His  wife,  formerly  (Miss  Elizabeth 
Brooks,  was  born  in  Talbot  County,  Ga..  in  1829, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Allan  and  Maria  (Bullock) 
Brooks,  of  Georgia.  She  has  borne  Air.  (Merritt 
three  sons  and  one  daughter,  the  following  of 
whom  are  living:  William  W..  Benjamin  F. , and 
Maria  (who  is  now  residing  in  Bine  Bluff,  the 
widow  of  John  Pettit).  Augustus  is  deceased. 
When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  had  been  in  prog- 
ress two  years  Mr.  (Merritt  enlisted  in  Company 
G,  under  Capt.  John  (Meek,  and  was  on  active  duty 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  receiving  his  parole  at 
Mendon,  La.  He  is  a Republican  in  his  political 
views,  was  tax  assessor  of  the  county  in  (1873  and 
1874,  and  in  1873  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
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lature  from  Bradley  County,  Ark.,  and  discharged 
his  duties  in  this  body  with  ability.  He  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  lodge,  and  he  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  son, 
Benjamin  F.  Merritt,  is  a well-known  planter  and 
lawyer  of  Desha  Count)-,  but  bis  birth  occurred  in 
Bradley  County,  October  16,  1853.  He  was  reared 
to  a farm  life,  and  finished  his  education  in  St. 
John’s  College,  Little  Rock,  attending  that  iusti- 
i lute  during  the  terms  of  1874-76,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  was  admitted  to  the  Chicot  County  bar, 
aud  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

I In  1882  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  county 
■ judge,  and  served  during  1883-84,  and  upon  retir- 
ing his  constituents  could  view  his  career  there 
with  satisfaction  and  pride.  He  is  a wealthy  real 
i estate  holder,  and  owns  720  acres  of  excellent  land 
( of  which  175  acres  are  under  cultivation,  devoted 
! to  cotton  and  corn.  He  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P. . 

Valley  Lodge  No  21.  On  January  1,  1880.  lie 
| was  married  to  Miss  Lizzie  Owen,  of  Carroll  Par- 
ish, La.,  a daughter  of  William  S.  and  Sarah 
i Owen.  Mrs.  Merritt  was  born  in  Louisiana  in 
1856,  and  died  on  November  3,  1880,  having  been 
i an  earnest  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

; In  1883  his  union  with  Miss  Mary  R.  Rogers  took 
! place.  She  was  born  in  Mississippi  April  14,  i860, 
and  has  borne  (Mr.  (Merritt  a family  of  two  children: 
James  C.  and  Alice  E.  Her  parents  are  Joseph 
| and  Nancy  (Macon)  Rogers,  of  Brookville.  Miss. 

William  A.  Mosby  is  deservedly  numbered 
j among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Desha  County. 

| He  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1S27,  and  is  a son  of 
; Joseph  and  Louisiana  (Young)  Mosby  who  were 
| born  on  Blue-Grass  soil  and  in  South  Carolina 
respectively.  A illiam  A.  Mosby  spent  his  youth 
i in  Kentucky,  but  owing  to  his  father's  early  death 
he  received  but  few  educational  advantages  as  he 
| was  obliged  to  assist  his  mother  who  was  left  with 
small  means,  and  like  a dutiful  son  he  remained 
! with  and  cared  for  her  until  her  death.  In  lho2 
he  came  to  De.-ha  County,  Ark.,  and  began  tilling 
the  soil,  and  by  dint  of  hard  labor  and  economy  he 
I is  now  far  beyond  the  reach  of  want  being  the  owner 
: of  320  acres  of  land,  sixty  of  which  are  cleared 
and  under  the  plow.  He  also  raises  considerable 
i stock.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
! service,  participating  in  the  following  engagements: 
Helena,  Poison  Springs,  Pine  (Bluff,  Pilot  Knob, 
(Mark's  Mill,  Jefferson  City,  Boon vi lie.  Independ- 
ence. Newtonia,  Fayetteville  aud  numerous  others. 
In  1806  he  was  married  to  (Miss  Sarah  A.,  a 
daughter  of  E.  and  Nicy  Jordan,  natives  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  by  her  he  has  a family  of  four  children: 
j William  A.,  Martha  E. , Nicy  and  Joseph  D..  all 
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of  whom  are  living  and  reside  with  their  father,  j 
Mr.  Mosby  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  he  is  a Master  Mason  and  in  his  ! 
political  views  a Democrat.  As  far  as  his  means  i 
will  allow  ho  contributes  to  all  worthy  enterprises,  ; 
and  as  a man  of  strict  integrity,  peaceable  and  | 
law-abiding,  he  is  esteemed  and  commands  the  ! 
respect  of  all  by  whom  he  is  known. 

James  Murphy,  attorney,  Arkansas  City,  Ark.  1 
Mr.  Murphy  is  now  numbered  among  the  influen-  1 
tial  and  esteemed  residents  of  Arkansas  City,  and  . 
justly  so,  for  all  rvill  admit  that  he  is  a man  who 
can  be  depended  upon,  one  who  endeavors  to  do 
his  duty  in  every-day  affairs  of  life,  attending  to  i 
his  duties  in  a manner  not  calculated  to  attract 
unusual  attention,  but  with  a persistency  and  at- 
tentiveness that  has  redounded  largely  to  his  suc- 
cess, both  professionally  and  personally.  His  par- 
ents, Daniel  and  Mary  (Crowley)  Murphy,  came  | 
direct  from  Ireland  to  this  country,  about  1830  of 
1831,  and  settled  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.  The 
father  was  there  engaged  in  various  business  and 
industrial  enterprises,  and  in  1S4S  removed  with 
his  family  to  Arkansas,  settling  near  Little  Rock, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
died  in  Little  Rock,  in  1 803,  during  the  occupa- 
tion of  that  place  by  the  United  States  forces.  Of 
the  seven  children  born  to  his  marriage,  onlv  two 
are  now  living:  James  and.  W.  J.  The  former  was 
born  in  Halifax.  Nova  Scotia,  in  1820,  and  came 
to  Arkansas  about  February  22,  1848,  living  with 
his  father,  near  Little  Rock,  for  a short  time.  He 
had  received  the  principal  part  of  his  education  in 
the  high  schools  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  1850  he 
went  to  Little  Rock,  where  he  tilled  the  position 
of  deputy  postmaster  for  some  time,  and  until 
the  post-office  was  burned,  when  he  came  verv 
near  losing  his  life.  After  this  he  took  charge  of 
the  post-office  at  Pine  Bluff,  under  Joseph  Merrill, 
remaining  there  until  1850,  when  he  moved  to 
Desha  County,  where  he  received  the  appointment 
of  local  mail  agent  at  Napoleon,  Ark.  This  posi- 
tion he  resigned  just  previous  to  the  late  wur,  and 
on  February  15.  1800,  he  married  Miss  Sallie  FI. 
Mayson.  He  subsequently  built  a saw  mill  back 
from  Napoleon,  on  the  Arkansas  River,  and  this 
conducted  for  a number  of  years.  In  1800  his 
brother,  Daniel  J.  Murphy,  at  that  time  circuit 
clerk  of  Desha  County,  resigned  the  office  and  en- 
tered the  first  Confederate  company  of  artillery 
from  Napoleou,  as  lirst  lieutenant  of  the  company, 
commanded  by  Capt.  H.  C.  West.  After  his 
brother  resigned  the  above-mentioned  position, 
James  Murphy  was  elected  to  till  the  office,  and 
served  continuously  from  1850  to  1ST3.  "While  in 


this  office  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  at  Napoleon, 
in  1 S09  or  1870,  having  studied  law  previously 
under  Judge  J . C.  Murray,  at  Pine  Bluff.  In  1874 
he  commenced  practicing  law,  and  in  1881  removed 
to  Arkansas  City.  Mr.  Murphy  is  also  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil  on  the  Arkansas  River,  in  this  county. 
The  Judge  is  among  the  largest  land  owners  in  this 
county,  owning  several  thousand  acres,  and  is  one 
of  the  largest  stockholders  in  Desha  Land  Tim- 
ber Company,  they  being  the  owners  of  about  SH- 
OCK) acres.  He  takes  very  little  interest  in  politics, 
outside  of  local  affairs,  and  has  never  aspired  for  of- 
lice  since  vacating  the  clerk's  office.  The  Judge 
and  D.  A.  dates  are  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law  together,  in  Arkansas  City,  and  do  a vast 
amount  of  legal  business,  standing  among  the  lead- 
ing lawyers  of  Southern  Arkansas.  Mrs.  Murphy 
is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Ramsey  L.  May- 
son,  of  South  Carolina,  and  granddaughter  of  the 
late  Hon.  Felix  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  attorney- 
general  of  the  United  States  during  President 
Jackson’s  administration.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  all  daughters, 
and  both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  He  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Knights 
of  America,  and  was  supreme  representative  at  the 
last  supreme  council  held  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
in  May,  1S89.  He  was  also  one  of  the  three  del- 
egates from  the  State  to  the  late  Catholic  Congress, 
held  in  Baltimore,  Md..  in  J8S9. 

Frank  Nadyis  another  example  of  that  energy, 
industry  and  perseverance,  when  intelligently  ap- 
plied, have  accomplished  for  those  of  foreign 
birth  who  have  seen  lit  to  locate  within  the  limits 
of  this  county.  He  possesses  advanced  ideas  and 
progressive  principles  regarding  agricultural  life, 
and  the  estate  which  he  now  owns  embraces  1,000 
acres  of  line  bottom  land,  about  250  acres  of  which 
are  in  a high  state  of  cultivation,  well  adapted  to 
the  raising  of  corn,  cotton  and  grasses.  His 
steam  cotton-gin  is  valued  at  from  81,500  to  §2,000. 
and  has  a capacity  of  3,500  pounds  of  lint  cotton 
per  day.  He  is  also  considerably  interested  in  the 
raising  of  horses,  cattle  and  other  stock,  and  in 
evei v enterprise  to  which  he  has  given  his  atten- 
tion his  efforts  have  met  with  flattering  success, 
and  when  the  fact  is  known  that  all  his  property 
has  been  acquired  since  the  war.  it  will  be  seen  that 
his  time  has  not  been  uselessly  or  idly  spent.  He 
is  a Frenchman  by  birth,  having  been  born  in  that 
republic  May  6.  1833,  being  a son  of  Frank  Nady. 
who  was  also  born  in  France  and  removed  from  his 
native  land  to  the  New  World  in  1814.  settling  in 
Arkansas  County,  Ark.  He  was  a soldier  under 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  for  nine  years  prior  to  leaving 
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France,  was  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  was  in 
all  the  engagements  of  that  famous  campaign.  He 
died  the  year  following  his  arrival  in  Arkansas. 

I having  been  a devout  member  of  I he  Catholic 

Church  for  many  years  prior  to  his  death.  His 
wife  died  within  two  or  three  months  after  the 
death  of  her  husband.  Three  of  their  eight  chil- 
dren are  now  living:  Lncile  (widow  of  a Hr. 

] Sweeney,  is  now  residing  in  Arkansas  County), 

Constance  (the  widow  of  a Mr.  Wallace,  also 
j resides  in  Arkansas  County)  and  Frank.  Those 

dead  are  Eugene,  Jasette,  Angelique,  Charlotte 
j and  Charles.  Eugene  was  in  the  French  army  for 
seven  years  prior  to  his  removal  to  America.  An- 
gelique died  in  New  Orleans,  and  the  rest  died  in 
| Arkansas  County.  Frank  Nady  was  about  ten 
years  of  age  when  brought  to  the  United  States, 
and  therefore  the  most  of  his  education  was  re- 
ceived in  this  State,  but  it  must  be  acknowledged 
| that  it  was  of  a rather  meager  description.  Owing 

to  the  early  death  of  Iris  parents,  he  began  life  for 
himself  as  a farm  laborer  at  the  early  age  of  four- 
teen years,  and  this  occupation  has  received  his 
attention  ever  since  with  the  above-mentioned 
results.  When  the  Civil  War  broke  out  he  was 
overseer  on  a large  Arkansas  Diver  plantation,  but 
this  work  he  abandoned  to  take  up  the  Confederate 
cause  in  May,  1862,  becoming  a member  of  West’s 
battalion,  and  was  in  the  artillery  service  during  the 
war,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Prairie  Grove. 

I Pleasant  Hill  and  many  smaller  engagements.  He 
returned  home  in  June,  1865,  and  was  here  mar- 
i ried,  May  8,  1-871,  to  Mrs.  Emily  J.  McCan,  a 
native  of  London,  England,  born  on  Oxford  Street 
June  14,  1830,  a daughter  of  John  and  Amelia 
Elizabeth  (Smith)  Storr,  both  of  whom  are  now 
dead,  the  former’s  demise  occurring  in  New  Or- 
leans sit  1846,  and  the  latter’s  in  New  York  in 
1852.  They  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1834,  and  up  to  the  time  of  the  father’s  death 
resided  in  New  Orleans,  after  which  his  widow 
married  A illiam  Peeves,  of  New  York.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Nady  have  had  one  child  born  to 
them,  Robert  Lee,  who  died  February  P.  ISVJ.  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  and  nine  months.  Mr. 
Nady  is  a Catholic  in  his  belief,  and  Lis  wife  is  an 
Episcopalian,  having  been  christened  in  the  Church 
of  England.  He  is  a Democrat  in  his  politics, 
i although  not  a strict  partisan,  and  is  a Master 
Mason. 

Pev.  \\  illiam  E.  Newton  is  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  tinest  estates  in  Arkansas,  which  comprises 
1.200  acres  of  land,  500  acres  of  which  are  cleared 
and  under  cultivation.  Ever  since  locating  in  this 
county  he  has  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being,  not 


only  a substantial  and  progressive  farmer,  but  an 
intelligent  and  thoroughly  posted  man  in  all  pub- 
lic affairs.  His  name  has  always  been  synonymous 
with  honorable,  upright  dealing,  and  he  fully  de- 
serves the  reputation  he  has  gained.  He  was  born 
in  Lawrence  County,  Tenn.,  in  1828.  being  a son 
of  Smith  and  Elizabeth  (Johnston)  Newton,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  South  Carolina  and  removed 
to  Tennessee  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Lawrence 
County,  where  they  were  married  about  1827. 
After  this  event  they  moved  to  Fayette  County, 
which  they  made  their  home  for  thirty  years,  then 
located  in  another  home,  where  they  spent  their 
declining  Years.-  dying  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  and  seventy-four  years,  respectively.  The  father 
was  a man  of  many  sterling  traits  of  character,  and 
upon  his  death,  besides  leaving  a valuable  prop- 
erty, left  his  children  an  example  of  a well-spent 
life.  William  F.  Newton  spent  the  most  of  his 
youth  on  his  father’s  farm,  becoming  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  details  of  farm  work,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years  began  acting  as  overseer  on  a 
large  plantation.  In  1847  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Jane  Appleberry,  .a  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Mabel  (Nolan)  Appleberry,  Virginians,  and  the  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  them:  Virginia  C., 
John  F.,  Arthur  D.,  Anna  T.  and  Elizabeth  J., 
the  eldest  two  children,  only,  being  alive.  The 
mother  of  these  children  passed  from  life  in  1858, 
and  in  October  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Newton 
wedded  Mary  E.  Pinat,  offspring  of  Philip  and 
Emily  Pinat,  and  a family  of  six  children  was 
born  to  them:  Thomas  D.,  Mary  E.,  Pichard  and 
George  L.,  living;  and  Lou  E.  and  James  A.  de- 
ceased. The  mother  of  these  children  was  called 
to  her  long  home  in  1874,  and  the  following  year 
Mr.  Newton  married  his  third  and  present  wife, 
Mrs.  Isabella  (Hopkins)  Hunt,  a daughter  of  Solo- 
mon and  Margaret  Hopkins,  the  former  born  in 
North  Carolina  and  the  latter  in  Tennessee.  In 
1863  Mr.  Newton  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice, Company  E.  Thompson’s  battalion,  and  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Fredericktown,  Ironton, 
Arcadia.  Jefferson  City,  Indepedence,  Big  Blue, 
Newtonia,  Springfield.  California  and  Mexico,  Mo.;- 
Boonville.  Pea  Pidge.  Cane  Hill.  Maik’s  Mill,  and 
numerous  others.  January  23.  1865,  he  was  capt- 
ured and  taken  to  Pine  Bluff,  where  he  was  kept 
a prisoner  until  the  linal  surrender.  He  has  been 
a resident  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  since  1858,  and 
has  accumulated  a line  property.  He  tirst  started 
as  an  overseer,  then  became  interested  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  being  in  partnership  with. another 
gentleman,  but  in  i860  became  sole  proprietor  and 
continued  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when 
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iie  was  financially  ruined  by  the  burning  of  a large 
quantity  of  cotton  which  he  had  purchased  on 
credit  and  valued  at  820.000,  the  fire  being  kindled 
by  Confederate  soldiers.  He  now  gives  some  at- 
tention to  stock-raising  and  also  cotton-ginning, 
but  the  most  of  his  time  is  spent  in  managing  his 
property,  the  hard  work  being-  left  to  others.  He 
has  been  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  for  seventeen  years,  his  wife  and 
family  also  being-  members  of  this  church.  He  is 
a M ason.  and  in  his  political  views  is  a Democrat, 
but  is  not  an  active  partisan. 

Joshua  AY.  Parker  is  a farmer  and  mechanic, 
and  like  all  his  countrymen  is  intelligent  and  en- 
terprising. He  w as  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England, 
on  January  28,  1820,  and  is  a son  of  AVill  and  Ann 
(Smith)  Parker,  who  were  also  born  in  that 
country.  Joshua  AV.  was  reared  in  his  native  land, 
and  received  good  advantages,  his  education  being 
acquired  in  the  schools  of  England.  AA'hen  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  began  working  for  himself  as  a 
blacksmith  and  machinist,  continuing  at  this  work 
until  1852,  at  which  time  he  emigrated  to  America, 
landing  in  New  York  City  in  the  month  of  April, 
1852.  The  first  year  of  his  stay  here  was  spent 
in  traveling  over  the  country  looking  for  a suitable 
location  in  which  to  settle,  and  after  having  spent 
two  years  in  Kentucky  engaged  in  railroad  con- 
tracting, he  went  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  did  the 
first  blacksmithing  in  the  Benjamin  Plielon  Found- 
ary on  Poplar  Street,  remaining  there  three  years. 
Since  that  time  he  has  resided  in  Desha  County, 
Ark.,  but  was  first  a resident  of  Laconia,  where  he 
opened  a planing  factory  in  January,  1856,  con- 
tinuing this  business  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war.  Pie  w:as  doing  a thriving  business,  but  was 
completely  ruined  during  that  time,  all  his  hard 
earned  property  being  destroyed.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  at  one  time  by  the  Federal  soldiers,  but 
after  being  retained  for  a few  days  was  released, 
but  found  himself  without  a dollar  in  the  world,  a 
few  short  hours  having  sufficed  to  blight  his  pros- 
pects and  destroy  the  accumulations  of  years. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  began  to  farm  on 
rented  land,  and  continued  steadily  to  ''pursue  the 
even  tenor  of  his  way  ” until  he  has  retrieved  his 
fallen  fortunes  and  accumulated  a handsome  com- 
petency. In  1870  he  purchased  his  present 
splendid  farm,  which  comprises  860  acres  of  fine 
farming  land,  and  has  460  acres  cleared  and  under 
cultivation,  raising  thereon  about  400  bales  of  cot- 
ton annually,  his  land  being  also  well  adapted  to 
raising  the  cereals.  He  also  owns  a one-half  in- 
terest in  the  fine  cotton-gin  at  Laconia.*  his  partner 
being  Charles  Warfield,  which  mill  has  a capacity 


of  4,000  bales  each  year.  Air.  Parker  is  deeply 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  county, 
and  is  one  of  her  most  useful  citizens,  as  he  is 
honest  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  enterprising, 
and  a supporter  of  worthy  enterprises.  Miss  Mar- 
tha A. , the  daughter  of,  Tecumseli  and  J ane  (Smith) 
Bell,  natives,  respectively,  of  Kentucky  and  AJis- 
sissippi,  became  his  wife  in  1867.  Air.  Parker  has 
always  been  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  a grandson  of  Admiral  Peter  Parker,  who 
was  defeated  at  Sullivan’s  Island  in  1776;  also  a 
nephew  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  Bath,  a British  ad- 
miral. 

Dr.  Stephen  J.  Peoples  is  a physician  of  ac- 
knowledged merit  in  Desha  County,  Ark.,  and 
during  his  years  of  practice  has  done  skillful  work 
in  alleviating  the  pains  and  ailments  to  which  the 
human  body  is  heir.  A native  of  Gibson  County. 
Tenn.,  he  was  born  September  20,  1840,  and  is  a 
son  of  George  Peoples,  a Scotchman  by  descent 
and  a native  of  Tennessee,  born  in  1S09.  He  was 
a merchant  and  farmer  at  Shady  Grove,  a small 
town  in  Gibson  County,  Tenn.,  but  died  at  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.,  while  there  for  his  health,  in  186 / . 
His  wife,  Nancy  Jordan,  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
in  1818,  a daughter  of  Burton  Jordan,  and  died  at 
Humboldt,  Tenn.,  in  188/.  Of  seven  children 
born  to  their  union,  three  are  now  living:  Alattie 
E.  (wife  D.  PI.  C.  Aloore,  a resident  of  Humboldt, 
and  a successful  lawyer),  Alary  J.  (widow  of  A.  G. 
Campbell  of  Austin,  Tex.),  and  Dr.  Stephen  J.  ; 
Nathan  B.  (died  in  1867),  George  (in  1872), 
Bettie  (in  18S1),  and  Francis  (in  1860).  Dr.  Ste- 
phen J.  Peoples,  was  reared  in  Gibson  and  Car- 
roll  Counties,  Term.,  and  in  that  State  received  an 
exceptionally  good  education,  being  an  attendant 
at  Bluff  Spring  College,  in  wdiich  institution  he 
made  rapid  progress.  After  reading  medicine  with 
Dr.  J.  P.  King, of  Shade  Grove,  during  1857-58-51), 
he  entered  the  Nashville  Aledical  College,  and  after 
attending  this  institution  during  1859-60-61,  he 
graduated  with  high  honors.  Upon  leaving  his 
alma  mater  he  returned  home,  and  joined  the 
Confederate  army  in  Desha  County,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  D.  First  Arkansas  Regiment, 
and  was  in  Holmes’  division  of  the  Army  of  A ir- 
ginia,  and  wras  appointed  assistant  surgeon-in  Fa- 
gan’s regiment,  in  1862,  which  position  he  held 
until  April,  18(33,  when  he  was  detailed  to  return 
to  Arkansas  to  recruit  the  cavalry  forces  of  the 
Confederacy.  He  raised  a company  in  Desha, 
and  Jefferson  Counties,  which  was  attached  to 
Col.  Carlton’s  regiment,  of  which  he  became 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Ma- 
nassas, Corinth,  Arkansas  Post,  Jenkins’  Ferry  and 
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Poison  Springs,  besides  many  sharp  engagements 
and  skirmishes  of  less  note.  While  in  Missouri 
with  Gen.  Price,  he  was  slightly  wounded,  and 
was  afterward  captured  on  the  Arkansas  River, 
near  Red  Pork,  by  a scouting  party  from  Pine 
Bluff,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Davis,  and 
was  incarcerated  in  the  Federal  prison,  at  Little 
Rock  for  eight  months,  or  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  at  which  time  he  was  paroled,  and  returned 
home  to  Desha  County.  Here  he  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  the  medical  profession,  and  as  he 
has  ever  commanded  the  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  he  has  a large  and 
lucrative  practice.  He  gives  considerable  attention 
to  tilling  his  farm  of  210  acres'  on  the  Arkansas 
River,  his  principal  crops  being  cotton  and  corn. 
He  was  married  at  Red  Fork,  Ark.,  October  15, 
1868,  to  Aliss  Bailie  M.  L.  Jones,  a native  of  Ar- 
kansas County,  Ark.,  born  December  6.  1S49,  a 
daughter  of  John  L.  and  Matinza  (Drake)  Jones, 
the  father  having  been  born  in  Virginia,  and  re- 
moved to  Arkansas,  in  182S,  settling  at  Arkansas 
Post,  where  he  became  prominent,  and  filled  the 
office  of  sheriff  of  Arkansas  County,  for  twelve 
consecutive  years.  He  died  in  1852,  and  his  widow 
in  1831.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Peoples  are  the  parents 
of  five  living  children:  Lillian  L.  J. , Josie  J.,  -1. 
Edward  S. , Georgena  W.  and  St.  Claire  J.  Two 
children  are  dead:  Mai  A.,  who  died  in  January, 
1884,  and  Bertram  whose  death  occurred  in  1885. 
Dr.  Peoples  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church,  and  in  his  political  views  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  during  the  sessions  of  1877-78,  he 
represented  Desha  County,  in  the  State  Legislature. 
He  was  a member  of  the  County  Medical  Board, 
and  for  two  years,  during  1881—82,  he  was  presi- 
dent of  this  society. 

Reuben  A.  Pickens.  As  a man  of  business 
Mr.  Pickens’  name  and  fame  is  co-extensive  with 
Desha  County  and  the  surrounding  country  for, 
ever  since  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  either  for 
himself  or  as  a clerk.  He  was  born  in  Layette 
County,  Tenn.,  October  14.  1852,  and  is  a son  of 
William  H.  Pickens,  who  was  probably  born  in 
Mississippi,  his  birth  occurring  August  14.  1821,  and 
died  in  Attala  County,  of  that  State.  December 
22,  1883.  His  wife,  a very  estimable  lady,  was 
born  in  Tipton  County,  Tenn..  but  was  reared  in 
Fayette  County,  being  a daughter  of  Reuben  and 
Susanna  (Hunter)  Stanley,  both  of  whom  were 
Virginians,  the  former’s  death  occurring  December 
22,  1851.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pickens  were  married 
near  Summerville,  Term.,  September  30,.  1849, 
and  in  time  a family  of  two  sons  and  six  daughters 


was  bom  to  them:  Martha  D.  (wife  of  R.  S. 
V rig  ht,  a machinist  and  miller  of  Drew  County), 
Reuben  A. , Luc\  lv.  (wife  of  Samuel  M.  Kellam, 
a farmer  of  Drew  County),  and  William  S.  (a 
salesman  at  Pillar,  in  Drew  County).  The  follow- 
ing children  are  deceased : Margaret  J.,  Mary  R., 
and  twin  daughters,  Sarah  At.  and  Susan  A.,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Airs.  Pickens  removed  to  Arkan- 
sas in  i860  and  settled  in  Drew  County,  but  is  now 
living  with  her  son  Reuben  A.,  at  Walnut  Lake  in 
Desha  County.  The-  latter’s  youth  was  spent  in 
Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  and  his  edu- 
cational advantages  were  fair.  When  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  he  began  farming  for  himself, 
but  only  continued  a short  time,  when  he  became  a 
j salesman  in  a mercantile  establishment.  In  Janu- 
! ary,  1882,  he  began  for  himself,  opening  an  es- 
tablishment at  Pillar  but  after  remaining  there  one 
year  he  went  to  Texas  on  a prospecting  tour,  but 
| returned  to  Arkansas  and  settled  permanently  at 
Walnut  Lake,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  conducts  business  under  the  firm  name  of  R.  A. 
Pickens  & Co.,  and  the  stock  of  goods  is  supposed 
to  be  worth  between  85,000  and  88,000.  They  do 
an  exceptionally  good  business  for  a small  place, 
and  are  perfectly  honorable  in  all  their  dealings 
with  their  patrons.  This  firm  also  owns  400  acres 
of  fertile  land  near  the  town  and  the  sixty  acres 
which  are  under  cultivation  are  devoted  to  the 
raising  of  cotton  and  corn.  Mr.  Pickens  owns  a 
handsome  residence  in  Walnut  Lake  besides  other 
valuable  town  property.  He  has  been  married 
twice,  first  in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  January  3,  1878, 
to  Miss  Susan  Potts,  a native  of  Louisiana,  although 
reared  and  educated  in  Arkansas  but  March  8, 
1883,  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  her  death,  she 
| having  borne  him  a family  of  three  children: 
Burton  C. , Kate  51.  and  Eddie  S.  The  latter 
! died  November  1.  1882.  His  second  marriage 
took  place  September  1,  1887.  to  Miss  Lucy  M. 
j Bickers.  She  was  born  in  Arkansas  County,  Ark., 
and  is  a daughter  of  John  V.  and  Dolly  -J.  (Mal- 
lory) Bickers,  the  father,  a Virginian,  died  in  1860. 
and  the  mother,  a native  of  Tennessee,  died  in 
1874.  Mr.  Pickens  supports  the  principles  of  the 
Democrat  party  and  socially  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  1\.  of  P. 
and  the  lv.  of  H.,  occupying  a prominent  and  use- 
ful position  in  these  orders.  He  takes  an  abiding 
interest  in  educational  matters,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  local  school  board  for  a number  of 
years. 

D.  O.  Porter,  saloon-keeper,  Arkansas  City. 
Mr.  Porter,  proprietor  of  the  Senate  Saloon  of  Ar- 
kansas City.  was  born  in  Chester  County.  S.  C.,  in 
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1851.  and  is  the  third  of  a family  of  four  children, 
the  re.-ult  of  the  union  of  AY.  A.  and  Martha 
(Chen  v)  Porter,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  \\ 
A.  Porter  was  a wheelwright  by  trade,  and  manu- 
factured buggies,  carriages,  etc.  This  shop  was  lo- 
cated in  Landsfoot,  where  he  died  in  lb53,  and 
where  his  widow  survived  him  until  1886.  Their 
children  are  all  now  living:  \V.  A.  (resides  at 
Pendleton).  Mars  E.  (wife  of  J.  15.  Jackson),  15. 
O.,  and  E.  M.  (who  resides  in  this  county,  and  is 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  D.  O.  Porter 
was  educated  in  South  Carolina  and  in  Drew  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  whither  he  came  in  company  with  his 
mother  in  1869.  He  commenced  for  himself  as 
the  manager  of  a farm  for  A.  AA’.  Blackemore,  when 
twenty-live  years  of  age,  having,  previous  to  that 
time,  remained  with  his  mother,  conducted  the 
plantation  for  Mr.  Blackemore  for  four  years,  and 
then  took  charge  of  a plantation  for  Quilling  & 
Goza  for  two  years.  After  this  he  rented  a plan- 
tation and  ran  the  same  for  one  year  at  Pendleton, 
and  then  became  manager  of  Dr.  Taylor's  place  for 
some  time  at  South  Bend,  Lincoln  County,  where 
he  remained  until  coming  to  Arkansas  City,  in 
1884.  He  then  engaged  in  the  saloon  business  at 
this  place,  and  does  an  annual  business  of  from 
$6,000  to  $8,000.  He  has  been  successful  in  all  his 
enterprises,  and  is  a first-class  business  man.  At 
the  present  time  he  is  one  of  the  aldermen  of  Arkan- 
sas City,  and  was  elected  to  this  position  in  April, 
1880.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

Maurice  AY.  Quilling  is  a native  of  Louisiana, 
born  in  Union  Parish  on  Januarv  14.  1846,  being  a 
son  of  Dr.  Daniel  K.  and  Mary  A.  (Goza  ) Quilling, 
who  were  born  in  Kentucky  and  Mississippi 
respectively,  the  latter's  birth  occurring  November 
18,  1828.  They  both  removed  to  Louisiana  in 
early  life,  and  in  this  State  their  marriage  was  con 
summated  in  1845.  The  father  became  well 
known  as  a prominent  physician,  and  passed  from 
life  near  Frankfort,  Ivy. , November  21.  1854,  his 
wife  dying  May  11.  1884.  Two  sons  arid  one 
daughter  were  born  to  them:  Maurice  AY.  and 

AA’alter  A\  . being  the  only  ones  living.  Emma  F. 
died  in  lSio.  Maurice  AY.  Quilling  received  his 
education  in  Louisiana,  and  upon  reaching  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  became  a salesman  in  a general 
mercantile  establishment  at  Goza  Landing  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  but  a year  later  established  a 
store  of  his  own  at  that  place,  and  has  ever  since 
been  engaged  in  that  business  with  the  exception 
of  a short  period  when  lie  was  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness. He  removed  from  Louisiana  to  Spring-Held, 
Mo.,  thence  live  years  later  (in  1872)  to  Desha 


County,  Ark.,  taking  up  bis  abode  near  where 
he  now  lives.  His  mercantile  establishment  at 
Pendleton  embraces  a stock  of  goods  valued  at 
from  $5,000  to  $8,000  of  a varied  assortment, 
which  can  not  fail  to  satisfy  every  want  of  his 
patrons.  He  has  also  another  establishment  three 
and  one  half  miles  from  Pendleton,  at  Silver  Lake, 
where  lie  does  a large  business  also,  the  firm  name 
being  Quilling  A Bro.  He  is  a successful  planter 
of  the  county,  and  is  the  owner  of  600  acres  of 
land  besides  an  interest  in  other  lauds,  and  is  cul- 
tivating 500  acres,  the  principal  crops  being  corn 
and  cotton.  He  is  enterprising  and  progressive  in 
his  views,  is  courteous  and  obliging  to  his  patrons, 
and  as  a result  commands  a handsome  income  from 
his  business.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Confed- 
erate Army  in  Company  F,  Wood's  cavalry,  and 
was  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  took  part  in 
the  battles  of  Jackson,  Gainesville,  Meridian  and 
many  smaller  engagements  and  skirmishes  in  the 
cavalry  service.  He  served  from  the  time  of  his 
enlistment  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was 
paroled  at  Gainesville,  Ala.,  in  May,  1865.  He 
is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  the  doings  of  bis  party,  and  on  this 
ticket  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  sheriff  and 
served  during  1884-85.  He  was  also  notary  pub 
lie  for  a number  of  years,  and  is  now  postmaster 
at  Pendleton,  a position  he  has  held  almost  con- 
tinuously for  the  past  fifteen  years.  He  belongs 
to  the  II  of  H.  He  was  married  in  Desha  County. 
June  24,  1874,  to  Miss  Bettie  Dollahite,  a native  of 
Henry  County,  Term.,  born  near  Paris  August  7, 
1855,  a daughter  of  Cornelius  C.  and  Mareilla  T. 
(Capill)  Dollahite,  who  were  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  North  Carolina,  and  removed  to  Tennessee 
in  December,  1859,  and  from  there  to  Desha 
County,  Ark.,  in  1872,  where  they  are  at  present 
living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quilling  are  the  parents  of 
three  sons  and  two  daughters:  Maurice  Mary 
D..  Daniel  K. , Emma  and  Malcolm  S. 

J.  George  Reitzammer,  merchant,  Arkansas 
City.  Ark.  , Among  the  prominent  citizens  and 
successful  merchants  of  Arkansas  City,  the  above 
name  appears  with  prominence.  Air.  Reitzammer 
was  born  in  Germany  in  1846.  and  took  passage 
for  America  in  1871.  landing  at  New  Y'orlc  City. 
From  there  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  re- 
mained for  some  time,  and  in  1S73  he  went  to 
Louisville,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  bakery 
business.  He  was  not  very  successful,  and  in 
1882  he  came  to  this  county  and  city,  where  he 
established  the  same  business  he  had  followed  in 
Louisville.  He  had  very  little  money  on  his  ar- 
rival in  this  city,  but  by  close  application  to  his 
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business,  and  by  honest,  upright  conduct,  he  has 
amassed  quite  a fortune,  and  won  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  acquainted  with  Him.  He  owns  his 
place  of  business,  several  private  residences  in  the 
city,  and  100  acres  of  line  land.  He  is  also  doing 
a good  grocery  business  of  from  $10,000  to  $lt>,- 
000.  He  has  been  one  among  the  many  success- 
ful men  of  this  city.  In  1887  .Mr.  Eeitzammer 
drew  $15,000  from  the  Louisiana  State  lottery, 
but  this  does  not  go  into  his  general  business,  and 
is  not  intended  to  be  mentioned  as  a portion  of  his 
success  in  this  county.  He  was  married  in  IS/ 5. 
at  Louisville,  Ivy.,  to  Miss  Annie  Ehein'hardt,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  six  living  children:  J.  G. , 
Eddie,  'William,  Xfheinhardt,  Louie  and  Leonard. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eeitzammer  are  both  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  and  Mr.  lieitza miner  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P. , Yalley  Lodge  No.  21, 
and  a member  of  the  Uniform  llank.  Division  12. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  M . , of  Louis; 
ville,  Ivy..  No.  19.  Politically,  he  is  a Republican. 
His  parents,  John  and  Barbary  (Goos)  Eeitzam- 
mer, were  natives  of  Germany,  where  the  father  is 
still  residing,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
The  mother  died  in  188.1.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  six  now  living,  and  J.  George 
being  the  only  one  now  in  America. 

Col.  O.  H.  P.  Richardson,  attorney,  Arkansas 
City,  Ark.  Col.  Richardson,  by  virtue  of  his  abil- 
ity as  a jurist  and  his  victories  at  the  bar,  is  emi- 
nently worthy  of  a place  in  our  record  of  successful 
men,  and  the  history  of  his  life  is  an  important 
and  honorable  part  of  that  of  his  State  and  coun- 
try. He  was  born  in  Morgan  County,  111.,  in 
1838,  and  is  the  eldest  of  eight  children  born  to 
Dr.  R.  F.  and  Sarah  (Simmons)  Richardson,  na- 
tives respectively  of  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky. 
Dr.  Richardson  moved  to  Illinois  at  an  early  day, 
located  in  Morgan  County,  but  moved  from  there 
to  Ivaskaskia,  where  he  practiced  his  profession 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  W ar.  when 
he  served  as  surgeon  in  Doniphan’s  regiment. 
Returning  home  after  the  war  he  remained  at  Ivas- 
kaskia for  a short  time  and  then  removed  to  Lib- 
erty, Randolph  County,  where  he  remained  for 
one  year.  He  then  removed  to  Jack-on.  Mo.,  and 
was  here  located  for  two  years,  when  he  moved  to 
Pleasant  Hill,  in  which  place  lie  remained  until 
1851.  From  there  he  moved  to  El  Dorado,  Ark., 
thence  three  years  later  to  Hillsboro,  and  in  1856 
he  was  elected  State  Swamp  Agent,  which  position 
he  held  for  two  years,  when  he  again  located  at 
El  Dorado.  There  he  remained  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  when  he  again  returned  to  Hills- 
boro, and  was  at  that  place  and  in  the  vicinity 


during  that  eventful  period.  Afterward  he  again 
returned  to  El  Dorado,  remained  there  until  1871, 
and  then  moved  to  Washington  County.  Tex., where 
he  is  residing  at  the  present  time  and  still  con- 
tinues his  practice,  although  in  his  eighty -fourth 
year.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1859, 
and  the  Doctor  was  afterward  married  to  Mrs. 
Rainey,  a daughter  of  James  Aikin.  She  was 
drowned  in  the  Mississippi  River  below  Red  River 
Landing,  in  1871.  She  and  the  Doctor  were  on 
their  way  to  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  when  the  boat 
on  which  they  had  taken  passage  sank  in  the  river. 
They  were  the  parents  of  two  children:  William 
and  Fannie  (wife  of  J.  C.  Norman,  of  Hamburg, 
Ark. ) The  Doctor  was  married  in  1873  to  a widow, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Summers.  They  are  the 
parents  of  four  children.  The  Doctor  has  nine 
children  living,  three  by  his  lirst  wife:  O.  H.  P. , 
Maria  F.  (now  Mrs.  J.  C.  Norman,  of  New  Lon- 
don, Ark.),  and  Robert  D.  (who  resides  in  Ham- 
burg, engaged  in  merchandising).  The  Doctor  lias 
been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
from  1849.  Col.  O.  II.  P.  Richardson  received  the 
principal  part  of  his  education  in  Cape  G irardeau 
County.  Mo.,  attending  school  at  Jackson  for  two 
years.  He  then  went  with  his  father  to  Union 
County,  attended  school  at  El  Dorado  and  Hills- 
boro, and  although  prepared  to  enter  college  did 
not  do  so.  He  studied  law  at  El  Dorado  under  J. 
FI.  Carlton  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  i860. 
In  1861  he’ joined  the  Confederate  army  and  was 
elected  lieutenant  in  Company  A.  First  Arkansas 
Regiment  Infantry  (Fagan’s).  He  served  in  the 
Army  of  Virginia  for  twelve  months  and  took  part 
in  all  the  engagements  of  the  same.  He  participated 
in  the  lirst  battle  of  Manassas,  Rogersville,  and  was 
then  sent  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and 
was  in  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas, serving  as  lirst  lieu- 
tenant of  Company  D,  under  Cols.  Dawson  and  Hur- 
dle. Col.  Richardson  was  acting  as  adjutant  of  his 
regiment  for  a time.  He  was  engaged  in  the  battle 
of  Jenkins’  F’erry  and  Mansfield  for  two  days,  and 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Arkansas  Post,  sent  to  Mem- 
phis, but  here  he  succeeded  in  making  his  escape. 
After  this  his  command  was  reorganized,  and  he  was 
put  in  Lappin's  brigade,  Churchill’s  division.  He 
was  paroled  at  Alar.- hall,  Tex. . and  after  returning 
home  was  engaged  in  steamboating  from  Camden 
to  New  Orleans  for  three  years.  In  1873  lie  was  at 
Hampton,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  practiced 
law.  and  where  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature 
in  1879.  In  1886  he  came  to  Desha  County,  Ark. 
In  1860  the  Colonel  took  the  census  of  Union 
County,  and  there  were  12.(00  people,  and  more 
negroes  -than  white.  While  in  Calhoun  County 


. 


■ 

. 


■ 

■ 


■ 

. 


1042 


HISTORY  OR  ARKANSAS. 


Col.  Richardson  was  county  and  probate  judge 
from  1882  to  18S0,  but  since  moving  to  this  county 
lie  has  devoted  himself  to  his  profession.  Ho  has 
been  twice  married,  first  in  1807  to  Miss  Susan  F. 
Watts,  daughter  of  H.  L.  Watts,  and  to  this  union 
I were  born  five  children,  only  two  now  living:  Rob- 
ert H.  and  Lillian.  Two  of  the  children  died 
while  small,  and  one.  Mollie,  died  in  1880,  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years.  Mrs.  Richardson  died  in  1881. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Col.  Richardson  was  married,  the  second 
time,  at  Camden,  Ark. , to  Mrs.  Virginia  Carington, 
nee  Smead,  a native  of  Magnolia,  Columbia  County, 
Ark.,  and  the  sister  of  H.  P.  Smead,  of  Columbia 
County.  She  was  the  mother  of  one  son  by  her 
former  marriage,  Hamilton  P.  Col.  Richardson 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  his  wife  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a 
fellow-craft  Mason. 

Van  R.  Ryan,  farmer,  was  born  at  Napoleon, 
in  Desha  County,  Ark.,  March  10,  1843,  and  is  the 
younger  of  two  sons,  the  other  member  being  Vic- 
tor W. , who  died  at  Pocahontas,  Ark.,  November 
1,  1862,  a member  of  T.  C.  Hindman's  Confeder- 
' ate  Legion,  born  to  Stephen  V.  R.  and  Mary  A. 

; (Malpass)  Ryan,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 

New  York  State,  about  1804.  He  was  reared  in 
the  Buckeye  State,  and  there  received  his  rudiment- 
ary education  also,  but  afterward  entered  and  grad- 
uated from  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  at 
/West  Point,  being  a class-mate  of  Jefferson  Davis. 
He  was  left  an  orphan  when  very  young,  and  was 
! reared  by  a paternal  uncle,  who,  after  he  had  grad- 
; uated,  advised  him  to  go  West,  which  he  did,  and 
for  many  years  was  in  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  Arkansas,  as  surveyor  and  Indian  agent. 
He  went  to  South  America  about  1845,  since  which 
time  his  family  has  known  little  or  nothing  of 
him.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  at  Napoleon, 
Ark..  May  10,  1839,  was  born  in  Jasper  County, 

| Ga.,  February  22.  1823,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Nancy  (McDowell)  Malpass.  whose  ancestors  were 
South  Carolinians  and  Georgians.  In  June,  1845, 
Mrs.  Ryan  was  married  in  Arkansas  County,  to 
j Mark  Sims.  v.  native  of  Georgia,  born  May  28, 

! 1813,  and  died  January  4,  1863.  becoming, by  him, 

I the  mother  of  a son  and  two  daughters:  William 
j M.  (who  died  in  1848),  Mattie  J.  (who  died  Decem- 
ber 13,  1874).  and  Ann  Elizabeth  (who  died  in 
1S53).  The  mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  son.  Van  R.  Ho  received  fair  edu- 
i national  advantages,  in  the  schools  of  Desha  Coun- 
ty, and  Newport,  Ivy.,  and  being  desirous  of  be- 
coming a well-informed  man.  ho  applied  himself 
diligently  to  his  books,  and  by  the  time  he  was 


seventeen  years  of  age  he  was  eminently  capable 
of  battling  bis  own  way  in  the  world.  Ah  that  age 
he  became  an  overseer  on  a river  plantation,  contin- 
uing until  the  opening  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he 
dropped  all  work  to  espouse  the  Confederate  cause, 
and  in  May,  1862,  became  a member  of  Corn  pa  uy 
D.  under  Capt.  D.  McGregor,  James  Fagan' s First 
Arkansas  Infantry  Regiment.  Govan’s  brigade,  Pat 
Cleburne’s  division,  Hardee’s  corps,  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  was  a participant' in  the  battles  of 
Murfreesboro  and  Chiekamauga,  and  other  hard- 
fought  skirmishes.  In  the  battle  of  Chiekamauga 
he  was  wounded,  September  19,  1863,  by  a minie- 
ball,  in  the  right  ankle  joint,  and  four  days  later 
the  leg  was  amputated  below  the  knee.  He  was 
never  paroled,  discharged  nor  mustered  out  of  serv- 
ice, but  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities  he  re- 
turned home,  July  6,  1865,  and  was  soon  after,  in 
August,  elected  sheriff  of  Desha  County,  which  po- 
sition he  held  until  the  reconstruction  period,  in 
1868.  He  then  purchased  a farm  and  began  tilling 
the  soil,  although  he  also  served  as  deputy  sheriff 
under  his  successor  for  live  years.  He  now  culti- 
vates annually  about  250  acres  of  land,  the  princi- 
pal crops  being  corn,  cotton  and  hay,  and  on  his 
two  farms  are  erected  two  good  cotton-gins,  which 
have  proved  quite  profitable.  He  has  given  con- 
siderable attention  to  raising  horses,  cattle,  sheep 
and  hogs,  and  every  enterprise  to  which  he  has 
given  his  attention  has  succeeded  far  beyond  his 
expectations.  He  is  an  intelligent,  progressive  and 
industrious  farmer,  and  is  liberal  and  charitable  to 
all  worthy  enterprises.  He  was  married  in  Desha 
County,  April  11.  1SS0,  to  Miss  Sallie  J.  Watkins, 
who  was  bom  in  the  county  in  1862,  a daughter  of 
Richard  W.  and  Sallie  J.  (Browning)  Watkins,  the 
father  having  been  a Todd  County  Kentuckian,  and 
now  resides  in  Desha  County.  Mrs.  Ryan  died 
November  15,  1880,  her  death  being  deeply  lament- 
ed by  all  who  knew  her.  Mr.  Ryan  married  her 
sister,  Adelia  W.,  December  27,  1883,  but  he  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  her  death  also.  January  31. 
1889,  she  having  borne  him  three  daughters: 
Emily  Louise,  Mary  Varina  and  Sallie  Adelia.  Mr. 
Ryan  belongs  to  the  K.  of  II.,  and  politically  is  a 
Democrat,  and  in  1880  served  as  census  enumera- 
tor of  Red  Fork  Township. 

Korean  Sain  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  real  estate 
holders  in  Desha  County.  Ark.,  and  is  an  excellent 
example  of  what  energy,  industry  and  perseverance 
will  accomplish.  He  was  born  in  Lincoln  Comity, 
of  the  Buckeye  State,  in  1829,  being  a son  of 
John  and  Susan  (Hall)  Sain,  who  were  born  in 
Obit)  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively.  They  re- 
moved to  Desha  Countv,  Ark.,  in  1839,  and  in  this 
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new  country  Mr.  Sain  set  energetically  to  work  to 
make  a home  for  his  family,  but  did  riot  live  to 
carry  out  liis  intentions,  as  Ids  death  occurred  in 
1842.  He  was  a fanner  and  mechanic  by  occupa-  • 
tion.  and  had  he  lived  would  have  undoubtedly  be- 
come a wealthy  man.  for  he  possessed  all  the 
requisites  necessary  to  success  in  life.  Lorain 
Sain  was  compelled  to  begin  life  for  himself  when 
very  young,  owing  to  his  father's  untimely  death,  , 
and  the  only  educational  advantages  he  received  I 
was  a short  attendance  in  the  public  schools  of 
Cincinnati.  Inheriting  many  of  his  father’s  '• 
sound  ideas  regarding  agriculture,  he  determined 
to  make  that  Lis  calling  through  life,  and  his  oper-  j 
ations  in  this  direction  have  resulted  very  satis-  i 
factorily,  and  ho  is  now  the  owner  of  5,000  of  j 
excellent  farming  land  of  which  1,(  00  acres  are  J 
cleared  and  in  a good  state  of  cultivation,  yielding  ; 
on  an  average  of  350  bales  of  cotton  each  year, 
and  4, 000  bushels  of  corn.  He  has  two  excellent 
steam  cotton-gins  on  his  property,  each  averaging  ' 
twenty  bales  of  cotton  per  day,  and  is  also  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  raising  of  stock,  which  in- 
dustry is  proving  quite  remunerative.  He  was 
married  in  1859  to  Miss  Martha  Jackson,  a daugh- 
ter of  D.  and  Polly  Jackson,  natives  of  Georgia, 
and  by  her  has  had  a family  of  eight  children: 
Susan,  Carrie,  Molly.  John  S.,  James,  Peter  and 
Lorean;  another  child  died  in  infancy  unnamed.  ' 
and  Susan  is  also  deceased.  The  mother  of  these  ] 
children  passed  from  life  in  1SS1.  Mr.  Sain  is  a ; 
Democrat,  is  a member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  in  the  j 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a patron  of  all  measures 
of  morality,  education,  temperance,  etc. , and  is  ever  | 
among  the  foremost  in  a reliable,  uplifting  move-  | 
ment,  contributing  liberally  of  his  wealth  to  their 
support. 

Thomas  Scott  is  one  among  the  many  well-to-do 
farmers  of  Desha  County.  Ark. . and  although  born  in 
County  Londonderry,  Ireland,  in  1820,  he  has  lived 
sufficiently  long  in  the  United  St  ates  to  have  the  in-  ; 
teres ts  of  his  adopted  country  thoroughly  at  heart. 
His  parents,  Thomas  and  Jen  Scott,  were  both  of 
Scotch  extraction,  but  were  also  born  in  the  Em-  ‘ 
era  Id  Isle.  Tie-  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch 
grew  to  manhood  in  liis  native  land,  hut  upon 
reaching  his  twenty- tirst  year  he  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Now  World  afforded  much  better 
opportunities  for  a young  man  of  energy  and  de- 
termination to  rise  in  the  world,  and  subsequent 
events  have  proved  liis  surmises  to  have  been,  cor- 
rect. In  1841  he  landed  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, Penn.,  and  having  received  a thorough  En- 
glish education,  he  was  well  equipped  to  begin  life 
iu  a new  land,  and  began  clerking  in  railroad 
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offices  in  the  city  of  Brotherly  Love,  where  lie  re- 
mained for  about  two  years.  Upon  resigning  this 
position,  he  began  dealing  in  cattle,  this  occupa- 
tion receiving  his  attention  until  1848,  at  which  time 
he  came  West,  and  settled  in  Dosha  County,  Ark., 
which  place  has  since  been  liis  home,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  time  spent  iu  the  army,  which  comprised 
the  period  between  1803  and  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  was  with  Gen.  Price,  and  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Mark’s  Mill.  Sulphur  Springs,  Jenkins’ 
Ferry,  but  after  the  last-named  engagement  was 
taken  sick  and  unfitted  for  further  duty.  In  1805 
he  offered  himself  as  a candidate  for  treasurer  of 
Desha  County.,  being  elected  bv  a good  majority, 
and  the  duties  of  this  important  position  he  ably 
discharged  for  eight  years,  refusing  further  re-elec- 
tion. He  has  been  exceptionally  successful  in  ali- 
bis business  operations,  and  owns  1,800  acres  of 
land.  300  acres  of  which  arc  cleared  and  under 
cultivation,  and  yielded,  during  1889,  about  150 
bales  of  cotton  and  a fine  crop  of  corn.  Mr.  Scott 
is  to  some  extent  interested  in  the  propagation  of 
stock,  and  on  his  farm  is  erected  a tine  grist-mill 
and  steam  cotton  gin,  which  bring  him  in  a large 
sum  annually.  The  farm  is  finely  improved,  and 
shows  every  indication  of  thrift  and  industry.  He 
is  one  of  the  county's  foremost  citizens,  is  public 
spirited,  and  possesses  may  original  ideas  on  the 
subject,  of  farming,  as  well  as  on  many  other  sub- 
jects. He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views, 
and  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  as  was 
his  wife,  for  a number  of  years  prior  to  her  death, 
which  occurred  iu  1877.  She  was  formerly  a Miss 
Mary  A.  Alosby,  and  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Scott 
took  place  in  1855.  Their  children  are:  Jane.  Mary. 
Micajah  H.,  George  T.  and  Thomas,  two  of  whom 
are  dead.  The  three  living  ones  reside  in  the 
county,  near  their  father. 

Clifton  IU  Shepard  was  born  in  Scott  County. 
Ky. , in  1832,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas  J.  and 
Amanda  (Smith  ) Shepard,  both  of  whom  were  born 
on  Blue-Grass  soil.  The  father  was  born  in  1809. 
and  was  reared  in  his  native  town  of  Georgetown. 
He  commenced  life  for  himself  as  a jeweler,  and 
this  occupation  continued  to  receive  his  attention 
throughout  life,  although  he  was  engaged  in  other 
pursuits  at  different  times  in  which  he  was  quite 
successful,  accumulating  a large  property  before 
his  death.  His  marriage  was  consummated  in 
1829,  and  a family  of  three  children  was  horn  to 
himself  and  wife:  Clifton  R..  Elizabeth  (who  died 
in  childhood),  and  Elizabeth  (named  for  her  sister, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years).  Clifton  1!. 
Shepard  spent  his  early  life  in  the  State  of  Ivon- 
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lucky,  and  while  growing  up  attended  school  quite 
regularly,  obtaining  a good  practical  education,  so 
that  on  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  twenty-three  years'  he  was  well  fitted  to  cope 
with  the  world.  ITe  continued  to  follow  mercan- 
tile pursuits  in  his  native  town  until  1S5S,  at  which 
time  he  went  to  La  Fayette  County.  Mo.,  and 
opened  a grocery  store,  but  remained  here  only  a 
short  time,  going  next  to  Ogle  County,  111.,  where 
he  went  to  farming.  The  year  1860  found  him  in 
Desha  County,  Ark.,  and  until  the  opening  of  the 
Civil  War  he  conducted  a mercantile  establish- 
ment with  good  success,  but  at  that  time  he 
dropped  his  labors  to  take  up  arms  for  his  country, 
becoming  a member  of  Joe  Shelby's  brigade,  and 
served  throughout  the  entire  war.  surrendering  at 
Shreveport,  La.  Upon  returning  home  he  found 
that  all  his  property  had  been  destroyed,  and  he 
was  compelled  to  commence  the  battle  of  life  anew, 
and  began  devoting  his  attention  to  agriculture, 
•which  occupation  has  proved  successful  under  his 
skillful  management.  He  Is  now  the  owner  of  350 
acres  of  excellent  land,  and  has  275  acres  cleared 
and  under  cultivation,  producing  about  175  bales 
of  cotton  each  year.  The  raising  of  stock  also  re- 
ceives some  attention.  Mr.  Shepard  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  takes  no  active  interest  in  politics,  but  is 
a member  of  the  local  school  board,  and  is  always 
ready  to  further  enterprises  of  an  educational  nat- 
ure. He  is  public  spirited,  a liberal  contributor  to 
all  good  works,  and  is  a man  whom  all  respect  and 
esteem.  In  1858  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lavinia 
Blackburn,  a daughter  of  George  C.  and  Isabella 
(Buck)  Blackburn  [see  sketch  of  Charles  B.  Black- 
burn], and  by  her  became  the  father  of  five  chil- 
dren: Isabella,  Thomas  C. . Charles,  and  two  chil- 
dren who  died  in  infancy,  the  mother  also  passing 
from  life  in  1866.  After  remaining  a widower  for 
four  years  M r.  Shepard  espoused  Miss' Mary  Mon- 
roe, a daughter  of  Dr.  Ben  and  Martha  (Holli- 
way)  Monroe,  natives  of  Kentucky.  A family  of 
four  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Ben  M. 
(who  is  now  in  Jefferson  College).  Puttie  (who  is 
attending  the  Jesamise1  Female  College),  Charley 
B.  (who  is  attending  school  at  home),  arid  Patrick 
II.  (at  home). 

Robert  W.  Smith,  saloon  owner,  grain  dealer 
and  miller,  Arkansas  City.  Ark.  Among  the  many 
prominent  and  successful  business  men  of  Ar  kan- 
sas City  stands  the  name  of  the  above-mentioned 
gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  much  respected  and 
esteemed  citizens  of  Arkansas  City.  Robert  W. 
Smith  was  born  in  Alabama  in  IN 43,  is  the  son  of 
G.  W.  and  C.  A.  (Hackney)  Smith,  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  grandson  of  William  and  Elizabeth 


(Hulston)  Smith,  who  were  married  in  Sullivan 
County,  East  Tenn. , on  November  21,  1816. 
William  Smith  died  on  March  21.  lS4i.  in 
Alabama,  and  his  widow  died  at  Henderson,  'Tex., 
on  September  28,  1868.  G.  W.  Smith  was  a suc- 
cessful agriculturist,  and  moved  to  Texas  in  1849, 
where  he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Rusk 
County.  He  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising, 
and  although  he  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  be  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil,  at  which  he  was  very  successful.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  December  27.  1838,  in  Tallapoosa  County, 
Ala.,  and  died  January  25,  1852.  Airs.  Smith 
died  in  H.enderson.  Rusk  County,  Tex.,  on  October 
20,  1868.  G.  W.  Smith  was  a man  universally 
respected  for  his  straightforward  conduct,  his  es- 
tablished integrity  and  great  honesty.  Of  the 
seven  children  born  to  bis  marriage,  only  three  are 
now  living,  though  four  lived  to  maturity:  Eliza- 

beth J.  (died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years,  at  Hender- 
son, Tex. ),  W.  L.  (died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  at  McKenzie  Institute,  Tex.),  W.  C.  (re- 
sides in  New  Alexico,  engaged  in  stock-raising), 
J.  Al.  S.  (is  editor  of  a newspaper  in  Alississippi ), 
and  J.  C.  (who  was  born  July  14.  1S49.  in  Hen- 
derson, Tex.,  and  died  November  2,  1SS9,  at  the  res- 
idence of  his  brother,  It.  W.  Smith,  of  Arkansas 
City;  he  was  a printer  by  trade,  came  to  Arkan- 
sas City  on  October  21,  1877.  and  on  the 
10th  dav  of  November  of  the  following  year,  he, 
in  partnership  with  Air.  George  AY.  Beck,  now  of 
the  Arkadelphia  Herald,  purchased  the  Arkan- 
sas City  Post,  and  established  the  Arkansas 
City  Journal;  they  ran  the  paper  for  two  years 
and  then  sold  it  to  Col.  J.  \V.  Dickinson.  He  was 
a Master  Alason  of  good  standing,  having  joined 
that  order  in  Belton,  Tex.,  and  was  universally 
liked).  Robert  W.  Smith  received  the  rudiments  of 
an  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Henderson. 
Rusk  County,  Tex.,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  he  entered  college  at  Dangerfield,  Tex., 
remained  there  two  years,  and  although  he  did  not 
graduate  he  received  a superior  education  for  the 
time  lie  was  attending  school.  He  joined  with  the 
Southern  cause  in  the  late  unpleasantness,  and  when 
but  eighteen  years  of  age.  enlisted  in  Company  F. 
First  Regiment  Yolunteers,  Texas  Alounted  Rifle- 
men,under  Gen.  H.  E.  AIcCullough.  He  served  with 
this  company  for  twelve  months,  and  although  he 
had  no  battles  with  the  Northern  army,  he  bad  two 
quite  severe  engagements  with  the  Indians.  He 
was  discharged  April  20.  1863,  came  home,  and 
the  company  was  reorganized  before  Alay  1 1.  1 
Air.  Smith  was  in  Company  B,  Independent 
Scouts,  and  upon  arriving  at  Little  Rock,  he  u 
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placed  in  McKee's  squadron,  and  was  on  duty  from 
Ya n Buren,  Mo.,  to  Little  Bock,  and  from  that 
place  to  this  portion  of  the  State.  He  was  engaged 
in  a very  severe  tight  at  Van  Buren,  with  Gen. 
Jeff  Thompson  in  command,  and  on  Christmas 
day,  1863,  he  returned  to  Little  Bock,  in  charge  of 
prisoners,  where  he  remained  for  some  time,  In 
1863  he  was  sent  to  Gaines  Landing,  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi Biver,  where  he  was  detailed  to  watch 
gunboats,  etc.,  and  serve  as  advance  picket  from 
here.  He  was  ordered  to  Arkadelphis,  and  later 
engaged  in  the  battles  of  Manstiekl,  Pleasant  Hill, 
Duble  Bridges,  and  one  other  battle  where  Gen. 
Thomas  Green  was  killed.  Later  he  was  sent  to 
Waterproof,  on  the  Mississippi  Biver,  to  capture  a 
gunboat  to  transfer  a portion  of  the  army  to  the  ; 
east  side  of  the  river,  but  found  the  boat  too  well  i 
manned.  They  contented  themselves,  however,  by 
taking  some  prisoners  who  were  foraging  on  the 
land,  but  during  some  excitement  all  the  prisoners 
succeeded  in  making  their  escape.  From  there  his 
command  was  ordered  to  Pine  Bluff,  but  found 
that  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Union  forces,  and 
the  command  was  then  ordered  to  Texas,  where  he  ; 
received  a furlough  to  go  home.  In  the  spring  of  ; 
1865  he  was  ordered  to  the  Brazos  Biver,  when  i 
his  command  was  paroled.  He  came  home  and  ; 
learned  the  trade  of  carriage  painter  at  Hender- 
son. Tex.,  and  remained  there  for  some  time.  He  j 
was  there  married  to  Miss  S.  M.  Hacks,  who  only 
lived  about  twelve  months  after  her  marriage,  her 
death  occurring  in  1867.  In  1885  Mr.  Smith  was  ; 
married  to  Miss  F.  F.  Dunaway  of  this  county, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children:  Hicksey  i 
(deceased)  and.  Etta  C.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a member  of  i 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
Mason,  a member  of  Riverton  Lodge  No.  ‘266,  is  also  i 
a member  of  the  K.  of  P..  Valley  Lodge  No.  21. 
Uniform  rank  of  same  Lodge  No.  12.  Mr.  Smith  is 
a K.  of  H. , and  is  also  a member  of  the  K.  & L. 
of  II.  After  leaving  Henderson,  Tex.,  Mr.  Smith  : 
moved  to  Bolivar  County.  Miss.,  farmed  for  I 
two  years,  and  in  1N73  came  to  Arkansas  City, 
then  a small  place,  and  engaged  at  his  trade  of 
painting.  In  1875  he  first  opened  his  saloon  bus- 
iness. and  since  then  he  has  also  been  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  flour  and  grain  business,  and  various 
other  enterprises.  He  now  owns  one  of  the  finest 
residences  to  lie  found  in  the  city,  and  his  business 
house,  besides  owning  several  other  business  houses, 
a number  of  vacant  lots,  and  lie  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  men  of  this  section.  He  is  captain 
of  the  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  of  the  city. 

Dr.  C.  P.  Smith,  physician  and  surgeon,  Arkan- 
sas City,  Ark.  The  name  that  appears  above  will 


be  at  once  recognized  by  nearly  all  of  those  of  this 
community,  for  it  is  borne  by  a man  who  is  ever 
ready  to  minister  to  the  sick  and  afflicted,  no  matter 
of  what  class  or  condition.  He  was  born  in  Wood- 
ville,  Miss.,  on  September  IS,  1846,  and  is  the 
second  of  a family  of  three  children,  the  result  of 
the  union  of  Hon.  C.  P.  and  Catherine  Smith.  C. 

P.  Smith  was  a man  of  education  and  prominence, 
was  an  attorney  of  considerable  note  in  Mississippi, 
and  he  had  represented  his  county  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, being  a member  of  that  body  when  in  his  nine- 
teenth year.  He  was  chief  justice  of  Mississippi 
at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  and  was  fill- 
ing that  honorary  position  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1862.  He  had  been  three  times 
married,  and  was  the  father  of  eleven  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Henderson  (is  a 
planter  and  resides  in  Mississippi),  Mrs.  Thomas 
M.  Wetherill  (of  Baton  ltouge,  La. ),  Maud  (resides 
at  Jackson,  Miss.),  and  Dr.  C.  P.  The  Smith 
family  was  a prominent  one  in  Mississippi,  and 
some  of  the  descendants  of  Hon.  C.  P.  Smith  have 
become  quite  noted  as  authors.  Mrs.  Wetherill’ s 
daughter,  Julia  K.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  the 
proprietor  of  the  New  Orleans  Times  Democrat, 
wrote  quite  an  interesting  novel  entitled  “ Wings.” 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1848  or  1841). 

Dr.  C.  P.  Smith  was  educated  in  a private  school 
at  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  his  last,  preceptor  was  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Wheat  of  Mississippi.  When  starting 
out  for  himself  the  Doctor  fir -4  embarked  iu  the  drug 
business,  which  he  followed  for  six  years,  during 
which  time  he  studied  medicine.  He  then  entered 
the  University  of  Louisville  in  1868,  graduated  j 
from  this  in  1873,  and  first  acted  as  assistant  phy- 
sician in  the  hospital,  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  where  he 
remained  for  twelve  months.  He  subsequently 
located  at  Chicot,  Chicot  County.  Ark.,  remained 
there  until  1S74,  and  then  came  to  Arkansas  City 
when  that  city  was  but  a village.  He  has  been  a 
witness  to  the  rapid  growth  of  that  place,  and  has 
seen  it  burned  out  and  washed  away.  In  1881, 
during  the  big  fire  at  that  place,  the  Doctor  lost 
several  thousand  dollars,  and  he  was  afterward 
burned  out  twice,  losing  considerable  at  one  of 
them.  During  all  the  disasters  that  happened  to 
this  city,  the  Doctor  has  always  been  found  at  his 
post,  and  ready  and  anxious  to  assist  in  all  lauda- 
ble enterprises.  On  first  coming  to  this  State  his 
practice  extended  over  a radius  of  twenty  miles, 
and  through  a sparsely  settled  country,  frequently 
devastated  by  overflows.  During  1875  he  was 
surgeon-in-chief  from  this  point  to  Watson,  a dis- 
tance of  about  twenty-five  miles.  The  Doctor  has 
been  president  of  the  Board  of  Physicians  and  was 
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a member  to  tbe  State  Board  of  Health,  appointed 
by  Gov.  Clmrc'hill.  I)r.  Smith  is  a member  of  the 
K.  of  4J. , Valley  Lodge  No.  21,  and  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Uniform  Rank  of  that  order.  Ho  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  February. 
1 803.  he  joined  the  Confederate  army,  Fifty-first. 
Alabama  Regiment  Cavalry,  and  was  attached  to 
the  staff  of  Gen.  W.  T.  Martin  who  commanded 
the  lirst.  division  of  Wheeler's  cavalry.  He  par 
ticipatcd  in  the  battle  of  Shelbyville  and  was  capt- 
ured at  that  place  and  sent  to  Nashville.  Tenn., 
and  later  from  there  to  Louisville.  Ky. . then  to 
Camp  Chase,  then  Fort  Delaware,  and  was  released 
by  special  pardon  by  President  Johnson  on  May 
31,  1S65,  after  being  held  a prisoner  for  nearly 
two  years.  He  passed  Fourth  of  July,  1803.  at 
Camp  Chase,  and  was  at  Fort  Delaware  when 
President  Lincoln  was  assassinated.  He  was  in 
the  medical  department  on  that  memorable  day. 
and  all  the  prisoners  who  had  any  liberties  were 
again  placed  in  the  barracks. 

Willoughby  P.  Smith  is  giving  his  attention  to 
merchandising  and  planting,  and  in  both  these  oc- 
cupations has  met  with  a more  than  ordinary 
degree  of  success,  for  he  gives  strict  attention  to 
all  minor  details,  and  being  enterprising  iu  his 
views  keeps  out  of  the  beaten  path.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Monroe  County,  Mo.,  in  1851,  being  a 
son  of  Epaphroditus  and  Elizabeth  Smith,  also 
natives  of  this  State,  the  father's  birth  occurring 
in  Callaway  County,  in  1822.  His  early  life  was 
spent  at  farm  labor  in  his  native  State,  and  this 
occupation  received  his  attention  after  he  had 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  He  soon  after  accepted  a position  as 
agent  of  a steamboat  line,  but  a short  time  after 
engaged  in  merchandising  at  St.  Aubert,  Mo.,  con- 
tinuing here  three  years.  In  1847  he  settled  perma- 
nently in  Monroe  County,  Mo. , where  he  opened 
up  a farm,  and  has  since  made  his  home,  and  as  a 
man  of  tine  intellect,  sound  judgment  and  promi- 
nence he  has  become  well  known.  He  is  now 
sixty-seven  years  of  age,  and  is  still  hale  and  hearty. 
He  was  man  ted  in  1847  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis, 
of  Missouri,  and  the  following  children  were  born 
to  them:  Willoughby  P. . Thomas  W.,  Henry  W. , 
William  B.,  Deborah  J..  Nannie  E. , and  Bettie  B. 
William  B.  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  deceased. 
All  the  sons  are  farmers  except  Willoughby  P., 
and  his  brother.  Thomas  W.  The  latter  first 
started  out  for  himself  in  1870,  and  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, remaining  live  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  returned  east  and  began  working  with  his 
brother.  The  rest  of  the  family  are  living  on  (lie 
old  homestead  in  Monroe  County.  Mo. , with  the 


exception  of  a sister,  who  is  married  and  living  in 
Moberly.  Mo.  Willoughby  P.  Smith  came  to 
Desha  County,  Ark.,  is  1874,  where  lie  followed 
the  occupation  of  clerking  until  1880,  then  formed 
a partnership  with  C.  P.  Blackburn  in  the  mercan- 
tile business,  but  for  some  time  has  been  doing  busi- 
ness entirely  on  his  own  account,  and  carries  a stock 
of  goods  valued  a?  83.00b.  His  sales  amount  to 
825,000  per  annum,  and  he  is  well  known  over  the 
county  as  a wide-awake  and  prosperous  merchant. 
He  also  gives  considerable  attention  to  agriculture, 
and  has  under  cultivation  about  500  acres  of  land, 
which  yields  about  400  bales  of  cotton  each  vcar. 
His  place  of  business  is  in  the  little  town  of  Laco- 
nia, on  the  Mississippi  River,  and  he  has  entire 
charge  of  the  wharf  interest  at  the  landing.  He  is 
a Democrat,  and  although  not  active,  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  in  1878,  and  held  the  position 
three  years.  He  is  at  present  one  of  the  school 
directors  of  his  district,  and  has  always  been  inter- 
ested in  educational  matters,  and,  in  fact,  all 
worthy  enterprises.  He  has  lived  an  honorable, 
upright  life,  and  in  all  his  relations  with  the  pub- 
lic his  many  sterling  qualities  are  fully  recognized. 
In  1880  Miss  Mary  G.  FI  onrnoy,  a daughter  of 
George  and  Fannie  (Blackburn)  Flournoy,  became 
his  wife,  and  in  time  the  mother  of  his  four  chil- 
dren: George  F.,  Bessie  D. , Frankie  B.,  and 
Shepard  IT. 

Alfred  Stroud  is  a native  of  Desha  County, 
Ark.,  his  birth  having  occurred  here  November  20. 
1855.  his  parents,  Calvin  and  Betty  (Wolverton) 
Stroud,  having  been  born  in  Warren  County.  Tenn.. 
and  Scott  County,  Miss.,  respectively.  In  1841 
Calvin  Stroud  settled  in  Desha  County,  and  here 
was  married  in  1852.  his  and  his  wife’s  death  also 
occurring  here,  the  former  dying  June  12,  1870, 
and  the  latter  March  5,  1805,  leaving  a familv  of 
two  sons  and  two  daughters  to  mourn  their  loss, 
only  three  of  the  family  now  liviug:  Alfred,  Had 
ley  (a  farmer,  of  Desha  County),  and  Frances  (A  ife 
of  Capt.  Fred  Miller,  a sea  captain,  and  a resident 
of  San  Francisco,  Cal.).  Mary  E.  and  Marshal! 
are  dead.  Mr.  Stroud  was  a farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  by  occupation,  and  was  for  many  years 
justice  of  the  peace  ip  Desha  County.  He  was 
married  three  times,  Alfred  being  the  child  of  his 
second  marriage.  The  latter’s  educational  ad- 
vantages were  appreciated  to  the  fullest  extent,  and 
while  finishing  his  education  in  an  academy  of  Ar 
Kansas,  his  course  was  marked  by  rapid  progress. 
When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  began  farming  and 
trading  for  himself,  and  with  what  success,  mat 
be  inferred  when  the  fact  is  mentioned  that  he  is 
a joint  owner  in  a farm  of  315  acres  in  the  Arkan 
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sas  Hirer  valley.  212  acres  of  which  are  under  cul- 
tivation, well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  corn  and 
cotton.  He  is  also  engaged  in  managing  a mer- 
cantile establishment  at  Watson,  and  contributes 
liberally  of  his  means  to  charitable  and  worthy 
causes  He  is  of  Scotch -Irish  and  Dutch  descent, 
and  bis  early  ancestors  took  a prominent  part  in 
the  W ar  of  1812.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  takes  an 
active  part  in  the  political  campaigns  of  bis  party. 
He  was  first  married  April  3.  1SS1.  to  Miss  Maggie 
Winters,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  a daughter  of 
William  and  Martha  A.  Winters,  but  she  died 
.June  7,  1885.  having  borne  four  children — one  son 
and  three  daughter.- — all  of  whom  died  before  their 
mother.  His  second  marriage  took  place  July  1, 
18S7,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Cheatham,  a native  of  Desha 
County,  and  a daughter  of  David  and  Lizzie  Cheat- 
ham, the  former  of  whom  died  July  24,  1874.  Mr.  j 
Stroud  has  one  child  by  his  present  wife,  Minnie 
Ola,  born  December  2.  1888.  Mr.  Stroud  is  very 
fond  of  tine  horses  and  of  hunting  deer.  This  ! 
latter  sport,  occupies  him  not  a little,  deer  being  i 
plentiful  in  this  portion  of  the  country. 

Hon.  Henry  Thane,  circuit  clerk  and  ex  officio  1 
county  clerk  of  Desha  County.  Ark.  There 
is,  in  the  development  of  every  suceesful  life,  a ! 
principle  which  is  a lesson  to  every  roan  following  ! 
in  its  footsteps — a lesson  leading  to  higher  and 
more  honorable  positions  than  the  ordinary.  Let 
a man  be  industriously  ambitious,  and  honorable 
in  his  ambitions,  and  he  will  rise,  whether  having 
the  prestige  of  fortune  or  the  obscurity  of  poverty.  I 
We  are  led  to  these  reflections  by  a study  of  the  i 
life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Henrv  Thane 
was  born  in  Germany  on  February  10,  1850,  and  : 
is  a son  of  Franz  Thane,  who  was  also  a native  of 
that  country.  The  elder  Thane  came  to  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1852,  and  located  in  Massac 
County,  111.,  and  there  his  death  occurred  in  1 SO 2.  ; 
Henry  Thane  was  early  taught  the  duties  of  farm 
life  in  Massac  County,  HI.,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  In  4806  he  went 
to  Warrenton.  Mo.,  where  he  attended  school  for 
two  years.  He  then  went  to  Clay  County,  and 
after  a residence  there  of  one  year.  went,  to  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.,  where  he  was  employed  for  three 
years  with  the  Bolenhuse  Ice  Company.  In  1872  he 
came  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Chicot  County,  and 
was  engaged  in  merchandising  until  1870.  when 
he  sold  out.  He  then  moved  to  Arkansas  City, 
then  to  Chicot  County,  and  is  now  in  Desha  Count  v.- 
He  had,  however,  studied  law  previous  to  this 
time,  and  in  187b  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  After 
locating  in  Arkansas  City,  he  began  practicing  his 
profession,  and  soon  built  up  a good  practice.  He  | 


was  justice  of  the  peace  for  one  term,  was  town 
| mayor  of  Arkansas  City  for  three  terms,  and  was 
; the  first  mayor  who  succeeded  in  ridding  the  town 
| of  the  lawless  element  that  always  infest  prosper- 
j otts  river  towns  He  was  postmaster  for  live  years 
under  President  Hayes’  and  President  Arthur’s 
administrations.  In  1882  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate,  and  served  one  term  of  four  years. 
In  1880  he  was  elected  to  his  present  office,  and 
re-elected  in  18SS.  He  was  again  re-elected  in 
1 890,  receiving  the  unanimous  vote  of  both  polit- 
ical parties.  Honesty  of  purpose  and  rectitude  of 
conduct  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  in  the 
various  offices  he  has  so  creditably  filled,  have 
gained  him  the  esteem  and  approbation  of  bis  con- 
stituents. He  was  married  in  1873,  to  Miss  Fan- 
nie A,  Tidswell,  of  Warrenton,  Mo.  Miss  Tid swell 
was  a daughter  of  Thomas  J.  Tidswell,  a merchant 
of  Warrenton,  and  was  born  in  London,  England. 
April  7,  1850.  To  bis  accomplished  and  faithful 
wife,  Mr.  Thane  owes  a great  deal  of  his  success 
in  life.  The  result  of  this  union  has  been  the 
birth  of  two  children:  Nellie  M.  and  Fannie  A. 
Mr.  Thane  is  a Republican  in  his  political  views, 
and  has  been  a member  of  the  Republican  State 
Central  Committee,  and  chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican County  Central  of  Desha  County  for  a num- 
ber of  years 

Henry  Townsend,  proprietor  of  the  City  Drug 
Store,  Arkansas  City,  Ark.  Although  a young 
man.  Mr.  Townsend  is  rapidly  and  surely  making 
his  way  to  the  front  among  the  energetic  business 
men  of  this  city,  and  although  not  yet.  thirty  years 
of  age  he  has  built  up  a constantly  increasing 
patronage,  and  by  attending  strictly  to  each  minor 
detail  of  his  chosen  calling,  can  not.  fail  to  succeed. 
His  stock  is  complete  and  always  fresh,  and  his 
manner  is  so  pleasant  and  agreeable  that  as  a mat- 
ter of  course  he  is  liberally  patronized.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Covington.  Team,  in  1861,  and  lie  is 
the  son  of  Peter  and  M.  K.  (Townsend)  Townsend, 
natives  also  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  Peter 
Townsend  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  his 
early  days,  and  was  also  proprietor  of  a large  hotel 
in  Covington,  Tenn.  In  1863  he  moved  to  Mem- 
phis. Tenn.,  and  there  his  death  occurred  in  18  <5. 
He  was  reared  by  wealthy  parents,  and  previous  to 
the  war  was  quite  wealthy  himself.  He  was 
married  about  1848  or  18441  and  of  the  seven  chil- 
dren born  to  bis  union  only  two  are  now  living: 
Joseph  (who  is  post  office  inspector  for  the  New 
England  States  with  general  headquarters  at  Bos- 
ton, although  his  family  resides  at  Covington, 
Term.  ),  and  Henry  (the  subject,  of  this  sketch). 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1873.  Both 
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parents  were  members  of  Hie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  Henry  Townsend  was  educated 
in  the  Memphis  free  schools,  and  when  twelve 
years  of  age  commenced  life  for  himself,  first  as 
cash  boy  for  William  Frank  at  Memphis.  When 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  left  this  position  and  ac- 
cepted one  in  the  Woolen  Mill  of  South  Memphis, 
as  superintendent  of  the  carding  machinery  in  the 
mill.  There  he  remained  until  3 STS.  when  he  ac- 
cidently got  his  hand  torn  in  the  machinery.  Hr 
then  engaged  in  plumbing  and  gas-fitting  with 
Murry  A Martin,  of  Memphis,  and  was  with  this 
firm  about  two  years.  He  subsequently  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  on  rented  land  in  Tennes- 
see. In  1 S80  he  went  to  Chicot  County,  and  ac- 
cepted a clerkship  for  J.  T.  Crenshaw,  general 
merchant,  and  remained  with  him  for  eighteen 
months.  In  1882  he  moved  to  Arkansas  City,  ac- 
cepted a like  position  from  J.  C.  Crenshaw,  and 
continued  with  him  for  about  three  years.  In 
1885  he  clerked  for  J.  C.  Winston  in  the  mercan- 
tile business,  which  be  continued  until  the  latter 
part  of  18S6,  when  Mr.  Winston  embarked  in  the 
saloon  business  under  the  firm  of  J.  B.  Amburn 
& Co.  Mr.  Townsend  sold  his  interest  in  the 
place,  and  on  February  8,  1889,  he  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  on  one  of  the  principal  streets  of  the 
city.  He  keeps  everything  to  be  found  in  a first- 
class  drug  store,  and  his  stock  is  valued  at  about 
$2,000  with  annual  sales  of  about  $7,000  or  $8,000. 
Mr.  Townsend  was  married  in  1886  to  Miss  Adair 
M.  Goodwin,  of  Arkansas  City.  Mr.  Townsend 
was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  in  1888,  still  holds 
that  position,  and  was  elected  city  marshal  in 
1879.  He  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. , Valley 
Lodge  No.  21,  and  in  his  political  views  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party. 

James  Umphrey  is  well  known  to  the  people  of 
this  community  as  a successful  agriculturist'  and 
stockman.  He  was  born  in  Logan  County,  Ky. , 
September  16,  1824,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Baker)  Lmphrey,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  the  Old  North  State.  The  father  was  a 
planter  by  occupation,  and  this  occupation  re- 
ceived his  attention  all  his  life.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  Creek  War.  and  passed  from  life  in  his 
adopted  State  of  Kentucky,  his  wife  dying  in  Mis- 
souri in  1868,  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  James  Lmphrey  received  fair 
advantages  in  his  vouth,  and  at  the  early  acre  of 
sixteen  years  began  life  on  his  own  responsibility 
as  a farm  hand,  and  worked  for  his  grandfather, 
James  B.  Bowling,  of  Kentucky,  for  four  years. 
At  the  end  of  this  time  he  emigrated  from  his  na- 
tive State  to  Arkansas  (in  1851).  and  from  that 


time  until  1.804  was  in  the  employ  of  James  M. 
.Bowling,  of  Drew  County.  In  1880  he  was  mar 
ried  to  Miss  Ells^  a daughter  of  Robert  C.  and 
Lucy  (Temple)  Bowling,  of  Russellville,  Ky. , she 
having  been  born  in  Logan  County.  Ky.,  in  1853. 
Her  father,  Robert  C.  Bowling,  was  born  in  Clarks- 
x ile,  Tenn.,  February  19,  1820,  and  in  1840  began 
the  study  of  law  with  his  uncle,  Judge  E.  M.  Ew- 
ing, and  in  1842  graduated  from  the  Transvl- 
vania  College.  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  at  once  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession.  At  the 
early  age  of  twenty-live  years  his  ability  was  rec- 
ognized. and  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislat- 
ure, he  being  the  youngest  member  of  that  body 
during  the  session,  and  in  1847  he  was  re-elect- 
ed to  the  same  position.  During  this  time  he 
kept  up  his  legal  practice,  and  upon  the  death  of 
Judge  Rogers  a vacancy  occurred  on  the  circuit 
bench,  which  ho  was  appointed  to  till  b}r  Gov. 
Stevenson,  and  was  twice  re-elected  to  this  posi- 
tion. He  was  elected  an  elector  from  the  Third 
Congressional  District  of  Kentucky  by  the  Till- 
more  party,  and  was  offered  by  the  committee  the 
electorship  for  the  State  at  large.  His  marriage 
to  Miss  Temple  occurred  on  January  7,  1845,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Temple,  a worthy 
Methodist  minister,  and  by  her  became  the  father 
of  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  The  eldest  son, 
James  R.,  is  a planter  in  the  South.  Temple  is  a 
graduate  of  Cumberland  University,  and  is  an 
honored  member  of  the  legal  profession  at  Rus- 
sellville. Ky.  Judge  Botvling  died  on  March  IS. 
1SS6. 

William  Varden  is  one  of  the  prosperous  small 
farmers  of  Desha  County,  Ark. , and  the  estat  e which 
he  is  now  engaged  in  tilling  comprises  100  acres,  of 
which  fifty  are  under  the  plow.  Being  a native 
bom  resident  nf  the  county  he  has  ever  had  the 
interests  of  the  same  at  heart,  and  so  far  as  his 
means  would  allow  has  contributed  liberally  to  all 
feasible  enterprises,  such  as  churches,  schools,  etc. 
He  is  regarded  bv  all  as  an  upright,  honorable  and 
useful  citizen,  and  in  his  social  relations  is  agreea- 
ble, accommodating  and  kind.  The  most  of  the 
land  which  lie  has  under  cultivation  he  devotes  to 
cotton  and  corn,  but  considerable  attention  is  also 
paid  to  the  propagation  of  stock.  He  was  born  in 
1831.  and  he  is  a son  of  Timothy  and  Elizabeth 
Varden.  natives,  respectively,  of  the  Old  North 
and  the  Blue-Grass  State.  The  early  educa- 
tional advantages  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
were  very  limited,  and  the  schools  were  very 
scarce  in  Arkansas  at  this  time,  but.  nevertheless, 
he  is  a well-informed  man,  and  one  whose  judgment 
arid  advice  is  often  consulted.  He  grew  to  man- 
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hood  on  bis  father's  plantation,  and  upon  reaching' 
his  majority,  ho  began  rafting  on  tire  Mississippi 
Diver,  which  occupation  ho  continued  until  .1882. 
at  which  time  in?  began  giving  agriculture  his 
attention  with  t lie  results  above  stated.  In  the 
year  18(32  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service, 
becoming  a member  of  Company  E,  Twenty-third 
Arkansas  Degiment,  under  Col.  Brooks,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  battles  of  Prairie  Grove  and 
Backbone  Mountain,  after  which  lie  went  with  Col. 
Thompson  to  Mobile  on  detail  duty,  but  at  the  end 
of  three  months  returned  to  his  command  and 
remained  faithfully  at  his  post  of  duty  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  Since  then  he  has  been  ener- 
getically to  work  to  gain  a competence  for  his 
family.  In  1850  Adaline  Eager  became  his  wife, 
but  upon  her  death  in  I860  she  left  him  with  two 
little  children  to  care  for:  William  H.  and  Eliza- 
beth, both  of  whom  are  now  dead.  Mr.  Yarden’s, 
second  marriage  took  place  in  1860,  his  wife  being 
a Miss  Jane  \\  ilson.  They  have  six  children: 
Mary  F. , Joseph  A.,  Timothy,  James  W. , Sarah 
E.  and  a child  unnamed,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Timothy  and  Sarah  E.  are  also  deceased.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  1871,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  wedded  his  third  and  present  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza  Jane  Condven,  by 
whom  he  has  the  following  family:  Eliza  E.  (de- 
ceased). Enla  L.,  Henrietta,  Melissa  E..  Carrie  B. 
and  Georgie  A\  . Mr.  Varden  is  a Democrat,  and 
his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

John  G.  Warfield,  sheriff  and  collector,  Arkan- 
sas City,  Ark.  There  is  probably  no  man  within 
the  limits  of  Desha  County  who  is  deserving  of 
more  credit  for  tire  interest  lie  has  taken  in  its  lie- 
half  than  Mr.  W arfield.  and  the  brief  facts  here 
presented  indicate  to  more  than  an  ordinary  de- 
gree the  relations  which  he  has  borne  to*  the 
county  s development.  He  owes  his  nativity  to 
Washington  County,  Miss. , where  his  birth  oc- 
curred in  December,  1 S 4- 1 , and  is  the  fourth  child 
born  to  the  union  of  W.  P.  and  Maria  (Griffith) 
A\  arfield,  the  father  a native  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
mother  of  Mississippi.  \\  . P.  Y\  arfield  came  to 
this  State  in  1843,  settled  in  Desha  Countv,  and 
was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  He  also  followed 
the  same  pursuit  in  Mississippi,  owning  at  the 
time  he  came  here  a large  plantation  near  where 
Geevilie,  Miss.,  is  now  located.  He  opened  up  a 
large  plantation  in  the  northern  part  of  this 
county,  and  cultivated  the  soil  until  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  when  he  lost  all  his  ne- 
groes. This  prevented  him  from  continuing  his 
planting,  and  in  1867  he  moved  to  near  Boon- 
ville,  Mo.,  where  he  resided  with  his  daughter  un- 


til about  1879,  when  he  moved  to  Louisiana  and 
died  at  the  homo  of  his  son  in  that  State.  John 

G.  Warfield,  the  fourth  of  nine  children — seven 
sons  and  two  daughters  -was  reared  in  Desha 
County,  and  was  educated  by  a private  tutor  at 
home.  He  subsequently  .attended  school  at  Lex- 
ington Transylvania  University,  and  was  there  for 
some  time.  From  1868  to  1859  lie  attended  mili- 
tary school  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  in  1801  he 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  Second  Arkansas  Degi- 
ment of  Infantry,  commanded  by  Gen.  Hindman, 
and  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  during 
the  entire  war.  He  entered  the  service  as  third 
lieutenant,  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  imme- 
diately after  the  battle  of- Shiloh,  and  was  placed 
on  staff  duty  with  Gen.  D.  C.  Govan.  He  was 
afterward  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  battle  of  Franklin,  par- 
ticipated with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  in  all 
the  principal  engagements.  He  was  twice  wound- 
ed, first,  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  in  the  right  leg. 
and  at  the  battle  of  Lovejoy’s  Station  received  a 
severe  wound  in  the  right  arm.  The  army  was  sur- 
rendered at  Salisbury.  N.  C.  Air.  W arfield  tried 
to  get  to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  Diver, 
but  was  captured  and  paroled  at  Augusta,  Ga. 
He  returned  home  in  1865.  and  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  bad  studied  law  previous  to 
the  war,  and  after  peace  was  declared  lie  resumed 
his  studies, ’and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  18  <9 
at  Watson,  the  old  county  seat.  However,  he  did 
not  devote  his  entire  time  to  his  legal  practice, 
after  being  admitted,  but  still  continued  to  till  the 
soil.  Air.  AY  arfield  has  served  as  deputy  sheriff  of 
his  county  for  two  years,  and  in  1886  was  elected 
the  first  time  to  the  office  of  sheriff.  So  well-did 
lie  fill  this  position,  and  so  great  was  his  popularity, 
that  he  was  re-elected  in  1888,  tilling  the  office  to 
the  satisfaction  of  both  parties.  He  was  married 
in  1869  to  Aliss  Nettie  Blackburn,  daughter  of  C. 

H.  and  Fannie  (Hail)  Blackburn.  C.  H.  Black- 
burn came  to  this  State  from  Kentucky  in  1854. 
settled  in  Desha  County,  near  Laconia,  and  was 
there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Warfield  are  the  parents  of  three  sons:  John. 
Horace,  and  Henry.  The  eldest  is  clerking  in 
Alem phis,  Tenn..  and  the  other  two  are  at  home. 
Air.  Warfield  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity, 
and  was  a member  of  Adorning  Star  Lodge  No.  3. 
the  third  lodge  organized  in  the  State,  and  the 
first  at  Arkansas  Post. 

Charles  A.  Warfield  is  identified  with  the  prog- 
ress and  development  of  Desha  County,  Ark.,  and 
in  the  conduct  of  his  farm  he  is  meeting  with  sub- 
stantial results.  Personally  he  is  respected  and 
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esteemed  for  his  many  estimable  qualities,  arid  as  he 
was  born  and  reared  in  Desha  County,  his  friends 
have  had  every  opportunit  y of  judging  of  his  char- 
acter, and  not  a shadow  has  evdr  been  advanced 
derogatory  to  his  reputation.  His  birth  occurred 
in  1852,  and  he  is  a son  of  William  P.  and  Maria 
G.  (Griffith)  Warlield,  natives  of  Kentucky  and 
Mississippi,  respectively.  Charles  A.  Warfield’s 
early  advantages  were  not  good,  and  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years  he  was  sent  to  school  at  Holey,  Term. , 
where  he  remained  two  years,  after  which  lie  en- 
tered the  St.  Louis  University,  remaining  there 
also  two  years.  Upon  his  return  home  he  began 
the  battle  of  life  for  himself  as  a clerk  at  Helena, 
being  an  employe  of  H.  P.  Coolledge,  entering  the 
employ  of  Bailey.  Boondon,  Summers  A Co.,  and 
acted  as  a plantation  manager  for  them  for  four 
years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Desha  County, 
and  for  nineteen  months  was  a clerk  for  Baxter  A 
Smith.  After  leaving  the  service  of  these  gentle- 
men  he  began  business  on  his  own  account  as  a 
merchant  in  his  native  town  of  Laconia.  At  the 
end  of  live  years  he  disposed  of  his  stock  and  left 
Laconia,  and  for  live  years  managed  a farm  in 
Phillips  County,  Ark.,  which  belonged  to  A.  AVood- 
ruff,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.  His  next  move  was  to 
Bolivar  Countv,  Miss. , where  he  also  had  charge 
of  a plantation,  but  one  year  later  he  returned  to 
Laconia,  and  has  since  been  connected  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Desha  County.  He  is 
managing  a splendid  farm,  and  on  his  land  is  an 
exceptionally  good  steam  cotton-gin  which  gins 
j about  thirty  bales  per  day,  and  about  2,000  bales 
; a season.  He  is  also  interested  in  stock-raising, 
and  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resides,  and  also  Desha 
County.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  has  held  the  of- 
tice  of  deputy  sheriff,  and  is  now  notary  public. 
In  1873  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Joseph- 
ine Sellers,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Martha 
(Barnett)  Sellers,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio, 
and  by  her  became  the  father  of  four  children: 
Benjamin,  Charlie,  Willie  and  Amos,  all  of  whom 
are  at  home  except  the  youngest,  who  is  at  school. 

Gus  Waterman.  Prominent  among  the  worthy 
citizens  of  Desha  County.  Ark. . is  Mr.  Waterman,  a 
resident  of  the  town  of  Dumas,  which  is  situated 
on  the  line  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  the 
Little  Rock  A Texas  Railroad.  He  was  born  in 
Germany  May  29,  1849.  and  like  all  his  country- 
men, is  thrifty,  honest,  enterprising  and  energetic. 
His  parents,  Reuben  and  Frederika  (Wiener)  Wa- 
terman. were  born  in  the  Fatherland,  the  former’s 
birth  occurring  about  1811,  and  their  marriage 
in  1849,  their  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  three 


sons  and  three  daughters:  Gus,  Louis  (is  a mer- 
chant of  Germany),  Moritz  (a  merchant  tailor  and 
a resident  of  Germany).  Minnie  (wife  of  Dagobert 
Loevy,  also  residing  in  that  country),  and  Fran- 
ciska  and  Jennie  (deceased).  The  maternal  grand- 
parents were  Louis  and  Jane  Wiener.  Gus 
W aterman  received  good  early  advantages  and  pos- 
sessing a natually  line  intellect  he  is  now  a man  of 
far  more  than  ordinary  ability.  When  only  seven- 
teen years  of  age  he  determined  to  come  to 
America,  and  first  began  life  for  himself  as  a sales- 
man in  a mercantile  establishment  in  AA'aterville, 
Ale.  After  remaining  thus  employed  for  five  years 
he  became  a commercial  traveler,  first  for  a New 
York  house  then  for  a Memphis  (Tenn.)  estab- 
lishment. In  1875  he  began  merchandising  for 
himself  outlie  Arkansas  River  at  Pendleton,  lint  in 
1879  put  aside  work  for  a time  to  make  a visit  to 
Europe  and  on  his  return  settled  at  Dumas,  where 
he  is  now  doing  a large  general  mercantile  business, 
his  stock  of  goods  being  valued  at  from  $10,OOOto 
812.090.  He  is  also  interested  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  to  some  extent,  and  owns  a nice  farm 
near  the  town  in  which  he  lives,  besides  some 
handsome  town  property,  on  which  are  erected 
cottages,  livery  stables,  etc.  He  commands  the 
confidence  of  the  public  at  large  to  a remarkable 
degree,  and  is  a liberal  contributor  to  all  enter- 
prises which  will  advance  the  interests  of  his  com- 
munity. county  and  State.  He  was  married  in 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  May  7.  1882,  to  Aliss  Rachel 
I I man.  who  was  born  in  Jackson,  Aliss..  October 
23.  18(51.  She  was  reared  in  Memphis  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Alayer  and  Lizette  (Seessel)  Liman, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany,  the  mother 
being  now  a resident  of  Aleinpbis.  The  father 
died  in  1885.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Waterman  a 
family  of  four  children  has  been  born,  three  of 
whom  are  living:  Laurence,  Miles  (who  died  in 
infancy),  Frances  and  Jessie.  Air.  Waterman  is 
an  uncompromising  Democrat,  and  was  postmaster 
of  Dumas  from  1882  to  1887,  and  was  depot  agent 
for  a number  of  years.  He  belongs  to  the  Hebrew 
Society  I.  O.  B.  B. , also  tlie  K.  of  11.  and  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Hebrew  Synagogue. 

Alaj.  AVilliam  AL.  Watkins,  a well  known  resi- 
dent of  Desha  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Todd 
County.  Ky. . Febiuary  21,  1840.  and  is  a son  of 
Ballard  Watkins,  a native  A'irgiuian,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Prince  Edward  County,  and 
like  the  most  of  the  sons  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
was  a man  of  strong  character,  occupying  a prom- 
inent position  in  the  community  in  which  he  re- 
sided. He  died  in  Desha  County.  Ark.,  in  ISiL. 
having  removed  thither  in  his  latter  days.  His 


■ 


'■  -3 


. 

- 


. 


■ 


/<?  S'  3 'Ses'y 


DESHA  COUNTY. 


loro 


wife  was  a Miss  AVebb,  a native  of  Nansemond 
County,  ATa.,  she  being  also  reared  and  educated 
there,  but  her  death  occurred  in  AVeaklev  County, 
Tenn.,  in  1S4S.  After  her  death  AVilliam  AI. 
AY  at  kins  went  to  live  with  his  uncle.  Dr.  It.  H. 
AVebb,  at  Suffolk,  Nansemond  County,  A a.,  and 
here  entered  the  Episcopal  High  School,  remain- 
ing until  1855,  at  which  time,  thinking  the  far  and 
undeveloped  West  offered  better  opportunities  to 
a young  man,  he  removed  to  Arkansas,  and  settled 
at  Napoleon,  which  place  continued  to  he  his 
home  until  1SG0,  at  which  time  he  returned  to 
Virginia  to  complete  his  education  and  entered 
the  University  at  Charlottesville,  Ya.  It  was  but 
a short  time  after  this  until  the  bombardment  of 
Fort  Sumter  and  he  immediately  left  school,  re- 
turned to  Arkansas  and  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
service  as  a private  soldier  in  Company  G.  First 
Arkansas  Mounted  Rifles,  and  although  scarcely 
more  than  a boy  in  years  he  proved  to  be  a gallant 
soldier,  and  nobly  did  his  duty  in  defense  of  the 
cause  he  espoused.  He  was  in  Col.  Churchill’s 
First-  Arkansas  Regiment,  Gen.  Ben.  McCulloch’s 
army,  and  was  in  all  the  battles  of  Northwest 
Arkansas  and  Southwest  Missouri,  and  after  the 
battle  of  Elk  Horn  he  was  transferred  to  the  med- 
ical department  with  Dr.  C.  M.  Taylor,  the  med- 
ical inspector  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 
He  was  thus  engaged  until  1804,  when  he  attached 
himself  to  the  artillery  service,  becoming  a member 
of  West’ s battery,  then  operating  in  Louisiana, 
and  here  remained  until  the  final  surrender.  In 
March,  I860,  he  was  married  to  Airs.  Amanda 
Stigall.  a daughter  of  Rev.  James  F.  and  Cynthia  AI. 
Truslow,  the  former  a prominent  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Little  Rock,  and 
other  points  for  fifty  years.  Air.  Watkins  and  his 
wife  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  three  of 
whom  are  alive:  William  T..  Frank  AI.,  and  Charlie 
R.  Charlie  AL,  the  second  child,  died  in  Alemphis, 
Term.,  in  1SS0.  After  the  termination  of  the  Civil 
W ar  All1.  Watkins  returned  to  Desha  County.  Ark., 
and  began  arrow  to  build  up  his  shattered  fortunes, 
first  embarking  in  the  drug  business  in  Napoleon, 
continuing  during  180(5-67,  and  at  the  same  time 
was  city  marshal  of  Napoleon,  but  was  removed 
from  office  under  the  reconstruction  measures  which 
were  then  being  enforced  throughout  the  State.  He 
afterward  became  clerk  in  the  auditor's  office  at  Lit- 
tle Rock,  but  lost  the  position  when  he  cast  his  vote 
for  Seymour  and  Blair  in  I SOS.  He  now  resides  at 
Red  Fork,  where  he  is  a notary  public,  and  where 
he  is  also  engaged  in  a general  rental  and  collecting 
business.  He  also  farms,  his  principal  crops  being 
corn  and  cotton.  Air.  Watkins  is  a refined,  in- 


1 telligent  gentleman,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  and 
! influential  citizens  of  his  section  of  the  country. 

J.  AI.  AVhitehill,  merchant  and  fanner.  Avium  - 
; sas  City,  Ark.  This  popular  business  man  and 
1 first-class  agriculturist  owes  his  nativity  to  Clarion 
| County,  Penn.,  where  he  was  born  in  1S40.  and  is 
the  son  of  David  and  Esther  (Packer)  Whitehill. 

; natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Scotch-Irish  par- 
! outage  on  the  father’s  side.  The  mother  was  a 
; member  of  the  Quaker  sect.  Their  family  con- 
i sisted  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  still 
I living,  and  J.  AI.  is  the  eldest.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  his  native  county,  and  at  the  age  of 
i twenty- one  years  joined  Company  A,  One  Hundred 
and  Third  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  a 
: private,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant,  and 
served  until  June  17,  1S65,  having  re-enlisted  as  a 
| veteran.  He  was  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  Bat- 
i tie  of  Williamsburg,  and  took  a prominent  part  in 
the  battle  of  Seven  Pines;  was  in  seven  days’  bat- 
tles in  front  of  Richmond;  from  there  he  went 
to  Suffolk;  was  in  three  battles  on  Blackwater 
j River,  went  from  there  to  New  Berne,  X.  C.,  and 
j was  in  Gen.  Foster's  famous  raid.  He  was  at  the 
; battles  of  Kingston,  AVhitehall  and  Goldsbury 
Bridge,  when  the  bridge  was  burned;  returning 
to  New  Berne,  marched  from  there  to  relieve 
| troops  besieged  at  Little  AVashington  on  Tar 
| River,  and  had  a fight  at  Blounts  Creek,  N.  C. 
i He  was  then  sent  to  Plymouth,  N.  C. , to  do  garri- 
son duty,  and  was  detached  as  drill-master  for  sev- 
eral months.  He  was  here  engaged  in  several 
i skirmishes,  and  at  the  siege  of  Plymouth  Mr. 

AAliitehilh  with  a detachment,  of  his  company,  was 
j put  in  charge  of  artillery  at  Fort  Williams,  and 
! fired  the  last  gun  at  that  memorable  battle.  His 
; commanding  officer  had  only  1.700  men,  while  the 
| besiegers  had  10,000  men  and  forty  pieces  of  artil- 
; levy,  and  after  a siege  of  three  days  the  garrison 
I was  given  up  to  the  enemy.  Air.  AVhitehill  was 
! captured  here  and  sent  to  Tar  borough,  N.  C. , 
thence  via  AA'ilmington.  N.  C.,  Charleston,  S.  C. , 

I Savannah,  Augusta,  and  Alacon.  Ga.,  to  Anderson • 
ville  prison,  arriving  there  Alay  3,  18(54;  remained 
: there  until  September  10,  1864,  when  he  was  taken 
to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  from  there,  October  3,  to 
Florence  Junction,  S.  C. , and  on  February  20, 
i860,  via  Greensboro,  N.  C. . Danville  and  Golds- 
boro, to  Richmond.  A a.,  where  he  was  quar- 
5 tered  four  days  in  the  Pemberton  building.  He 
was  here  paroled  and  sent  down  the  James  River 
to  the  United  States  Hospital  fleet,  from  there  to 
Annapolis,  Aid.,  and  on  March  4,  Air.  Whitehill 
was  laid  low  with  typhoid  fever,  which  came  very 
i nearly  terminating1  his  life.  After  recovering  snf- 
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fieiently  he  obtained  a furlough  and  went  home,  ! 
arriving  at  his  destination  in  April,  and  remaining  j 
there  until  June.  He  then  rejoined  his  command  ■ 
and  was  mustered  out  at  Pittsburgh  on  June  17, 
1805,  after  serving  his  country  faithfully  and  ex- 
periencing many  hardships.  Returning  to  Penn- 
sylvania, he  was  occupied  in  the  oil  and  lumber 
business,  also  engaged  in  building  boats  until 
ISOS,  when  he  went  to  tow-boating  coal  from 
Pittsburgh  to  the  Southern  markets.  In  1870  lie 
embarked  in  the  coal  business  with  a company 
known  as  J.  51.  Whit  chill  Sc  Co.,  and  supplied 
steamboats  on  the  Mississippi  River,  and  its  tribu- 
taries. He  located  at  Island  No.  82,  and  was  en- 
gaged at  that  point  until  March,  1872,  when  he 
moved  the  coaling  station  to  what  is  now  Arkansas 
City.  The  place  had  been  laid  out,  but  very  few 
improvements  had  been  made  until  after  Mr.  White-  ' 
hill  engaged  in  business  at  that  place.  He  is  now 
one  of  the  prominent  merchants  of  the  city,  and 
does  an  annual  business  of  850,000.  Aside  from 
this  he  is  also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
is  the  owner  of  9U0  acres  of  improved  land  with 
3,000  or  4.000  acres  of  unimproved  land.  He 
owns  considerable  town  property,  and  is  interested 
in  the  ice  business,  waterworks  and  ferry,  and 
steamboat  landing.  He  is  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising business  men  of  the  county,  has  been  suc- 
cessful in  all  his  ventures,  and  by  his  courteous 
and  pleasing  manners  to  his  customers,  controls  a 
vast  trade.  Mr.  Whiteliill  was  married  in  1869  to 
Miss  Cornelia  Bolin,  a native  of  Kentucky,  at  New 
Albany,  Ind.,  and  to  them  have  been  born  eight 
children — five  now  living:  Joseph  51.  (under  the 
instruction  of  Col.  Cable,  at  the  military  school  at 
Stanton,  Ya. ),  Flora,  Cornelia,  Esther  and  Jacob, 
the  last  four  at  home.  5Ir.  and  5Irs.  Whitehall 
are  members  of  the  Iv.  & L.  of  H. , of  Arkansas  : 
City  Lodge  No.  1289,  and  Iv.  & L.  of  H.  at  Tyro, 
No.  228.  In  politics  5Ir.  Whitehill  is  a Repub- 
lican. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Woolford,  physician  and  surgeon. 
Arkansas  City,  Ark.  The  professional  minds  of 
physicians  may  be  divided  into  two  separate  and 
distinct  classes,  aptly  designated  the  perceptive 
and  the  memorative.  To  one  class  belongs  those 
whose  medicinal  knowledge  and  perception  depends 
upon  memory,  to  the  other,  those  who  depend 
chiefly  upon  their  own  conscious  resources  and 
mingle  with  them  their  own  judgment.  To  those 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Woolford  it  is  unnecessary 
for  us  to  say  to  what  class  he  belongs.  He  was 
born  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  July  8.  1856,  and  was 
left  motherless  at  the  age  of  six  weeks.  His  par- 
ents, William  and  Susan  (Jones)  Woolford,  were 


married  in  Arkansas,  whither  the  father  had  emi- 
grated from  his  native.  State,  Tennessee,  when  a 
young  man.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he 
married  her  sister,  and  by  her  became  the  father 
of  three  children:  Hunter  (deceased,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  New  5I.exico.  in  1889),  Lee  (connected 
with  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad),  and  Chester 
(who  resides  in  New  5Iexico)  V illiam  Woolford, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  a printer  by  trade,  and 
at  one  time  was  the  editor  of  one  of  the  leading 
papers  of  Little  Rock.  He  died  in  that  city  in 
1883.  \V.  S.  Woolford  was  reared  by  his  grand- 

parents in  Kentucky,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  eastern  part  of  that  State  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  section.  In  1882  he  entered  the 
medical  college  of  Little  Rock,  graduating  from 
the  same  in  1884,  and  later  located  at  Lamar,  on 
the  5Iississippi  River,  where  he  began  practicing. 
He  remained  there  less  than  a year,  and  then  came 
to  Arkansas  City  as  local  surgeon  of  'this  branch  of 
the  5Iissouri  Pacific  system,  which  position  he  still 
occupies.  The  Doctor  has  a large  and  increasing 
practice,  is  a physician  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  and  does  not  stand  second  in  local  repre- 
sentation to  any  physician  of  the  county.  His 
practice  requires  not  less  than  four  horses  in  the 
traveling  that  he  does.  Ke  was  married,  in 
June,  1884,  to  a young  lady  of  Emmitsburg, 
5Id..  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Willie  W.*  and  "Wood.  The  Doctor  is  a member 
of  the  Iv.  of  P. , Valley  Lodge  No.  21,  and  his 
wife  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Albert  Wynn  is  a well  known  resident  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Desha  County,  Ark.,  and  by  his 
good  judgment,  progressive  ideas  and  industry, 
has  acquired  his  present  property.  He  was  born 
in  "Warren  County.  Cfa.,  November  30,  1834,  and 
is  a son  of  James  Wynn,  also  of  that  county,  who 
was  born  about  1793,  and  died  in  1857  in  the  State 
of  Alabama,  where  he  had  removed  in  1853.  He 
was  a farmer,  and  by  his  superior  business  quali- 
fications was  the  owner  of  a handsome  property  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  His  ancestors  were  Virgin- 
ians and  of  W elsh  descent.  His  union  with  5Iiss 
Lackie  Barksdale,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Barksdale,  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  nine  children — three  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters— of  whom  are  now  living:  Elizabeth  (widow 
of  Charles  Calclough,  residing  in  Alabama),  Abner 
(a  lawyer  and  farmer  of  Talladega  County,  Ala.), 
Albert  (the  subject-of  this  sketch),  and  Emily  (the 
widow  of  Henry  Clvett,  a resident  of  Alabama. 
Those  deceased  are  Susan,  Francis.  Louisa,  Mary 
and  Alfred.  Albert  Wynn  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Georgia,  and  in  the  M.er- 
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cpi'  University  of  Penfiekl,  Ga. , ami  East  Tennes- 
see University  of  Knoxville.  Tenn.  lie  began  the 
study  of  law  in  Warrenton,  Ga. . and  later  prac- 
ticed there  for  two  years,  after  which  he  turned 
his  attention  to  trade  until  I860,  at  which  time 
he  removed  to  Arkansas  and  settled  in  Desha 
County,  where  he  now  resides,  being  engaged  in 
fanning  and  stock-raising.  He  owns  900  acres  of 
valuable  land  near  the  Arkansas  Diver,  and  has 
200  acres  under  the  plow',  the  principal  products 
of  which  are  corn  and  cotton.  He  is  raising 
horses  and  cattle  very  successfully,  and  in  all  his 
business  operations  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  a 
man  of  energy,  determination  and  perseverance. 


In  1803  he  joined  Company  I,  Second  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  Trans  Mississippi  Department,  and  was 
with  Gen.  Sterling  Price  on  his  raid  through  Mis- 
souri, taking  part  in  all  the  battles  of  that  cam- 
paign. He  was  captured  in  Arkansas,  but  soon 
made  his  escape  and  rejoined  his  command.  He 
surrendered  at  Shreveport,  La.,  and  was  there  pa- 
| roled  and  returned  to  the  quiet  pursuit  of  farming 
’ in  Desha  County.  Miss  Anna  E.  Cook,  a native 
; of  Alabama,  and  a daughter  of  William  Cook,  be- 
came his  wife  in  Talladega  County.  Ala.,  in  1887. 
j She  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  he 
j is  a Democrat  and  a Master  Mason. 


. 

' 


. 


■ 


. 


IOoS 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


iIMfIR  XXXI. 


Chicot  County— Its  Location  and  PiiODUCTi venkss — Water — Levee  System— Land  Values — Statis- 
tics of  Production — Lumber  Trade  and  River  Traffic — Population  and  Valuation— Organ- 
ization— Township  Boundaries — seat  of  Justice — Bench  and  Bar — Chicot's  Officers — 
Settlement— Some  Historic  Names— Towns  and  Villages— Exciting  Events 
at  Old  Columbia — In  the  Civil  War— Battle  of  Ditch  Bayou — Rail- 
road History  and  Prospects— The  Press— Churches  and 
Schools— History  of  Individuals. 


" We  have  no  title  deeds  to  house  or  lands; 

Owners  and  occupants  of  earlier  dales 
From  graves  forgotten  stretch  their  dusty  hands. 
And  hold  in  mortmain  still  their  old  estates.” 
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p HICOT  is  the  southeastern 
corner  county  of  the  State, 
bounded  north  by  Desha 
County,  east  by  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  south  by  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  west 
by  Drew  and  Ashley  Count  ies. 
It  lies  in  the  Mississippi 
River  Bottoms,  famous  for 
their  productiveness  the  world  over,  and 
its  geological  formation  and  the  compo- 
sition of  its  soil  are  similar  to  those  of 
the  whole  wonderfully  fertile  region  so 
designated.  As  is  indicated  by  its 
boundary,  the  Mississippi  River  flows 
along  its  eastern  border,  and  Big  Bayou, 
Bayou  Macon.  Crooked  Bayou  and  other 
smaller  bayous  and  streams  are  within 
its  borders.  Boeutf  River  i ises  a little 
west  of  the  center  of  the  county,  and 
flows  southward  into  Louisiana.  Mason  Lake  is  a 
considerable  body  of  water  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  county.  Grand  Lake,  in  the  southeastern 
corner  of  the  county  is  of  about  equal  size.  Lake 
Chicot,  or  Old  River  Lake,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county,  is  twenty  to  twenty  five  miles  long,  some 
what  resembling  the  letter  C,  in  form,  and  presents 
the  appearance  of  a good-sized  river.  These  three 
lakes  are  thought  to  have  been  formed,  long  before 


white  settlement  began,  by  natural  cut-offs  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  which  now  flows  some  miles  to 
the  eastward  of  these  bodies  of  the  water.  The 
waters  of  these  lakes  are  clear,  and  abound  in  flsh 
of  various  kinds.  They  are  from  fifteen  to  forty 
feet  deep. 

The  county  is  about  thirty-nine  miles  in  length, 
north  and  south,  and  averages  about  fifteen  miles 
in  width,  east  and  west.  The  winding  course  of 
the  Mississippi  renders  its  eastern  border  very 
irregular,  and  a careful  estimate  places  the  actual 
length  of  river  boundary,  including  all  curves,  at 
seventy-five  miles.  The  levee  line  that  protects 
this  county  is  110  miles  long,  and  constitutes  the 
head  of  the  levee  system  of  the  Tensas  Basin.  Of 
this  1 10  miles,  only  one-half  mile  gave  way  during 
the  overflow  of  1800,  which  speaks  highly  for  the 
thoroughness  and  honesty  of  its  construction. 
United  States  and  other  engineers  assert  that  it 
will  require  but  a little  strengthening  in  places  to 
render  t he  whole  levee  liue  permanently  secure:  On 
the  levee  system,  more  than  on  any  other  one 
tiling,  the  county  depends  for  the  stability  of  its 
improvements  and  the  continuation  of  its  progress. 

The  system  was  put  in  good  shape  before  the 
war.  Iu  1ST) 7 the  State  sold  a large  tract  of  land 
in  the  county  tit  50  cents  per  acre.  Under  the 
protection  of  the  levee  improvements,  it  advanced 
in  value  so  rapidly  that  in  1800  not  au  acre 
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could  Lave  been  bought  for  less  than  85.  One 
of  the  results  of  the  war  was  the  breaking  up  of 
the  levee  system,  and  property  depreciated  in 
value.  The  following  statistics  show  how  rapid 
was  the  advancement  of  the  county  in  material 
prosperity  during  the  period  immediately  preced- 
| ing  the  war:  In  1854  Chicot  County  had  taxable 
property  valued  at  81. 024, 8.94:  in  1855.  $2,042,- 
250;  in  1850,  $2,838,200.  The  Chicot  levy  law 
was  put  into  effect  in  1S57.  and  in  1858  the 
county’s  taxable  valuation  had  grown  to  $3,917,- 
509.  In  1859  it  was  $5,319,240;  and  in  1 SOI  it 
had  reached  $12,000,000  and  more. 

There  is  more  cotton  raised  to  the  acre  in  this 
county  than  in  any  other  in  the  United  States 
except  East  Carroll  Parish,  La.,  and  the  fact  is 
not  to  be  lost  sight  of  that  all  of  the  East  Carroll 
Parish  soil  is  purely  alluvial,  while  only  about  four- 
fifths  of  the  Chicot  County  soil  is  alluvial.  This 
county  has  not  yet  recovered  the  volume  of  cotton 
and  corn  growth,  and  trade  it  enjoyed  in  ante 
helium  days,  when  (1800)  40.948  bales  of  cotton 
and  329,941  bushels  of  corn  were  grown,  as 
against  about  20,000  bales  and  100,000  bushels  at 
the  present  time;  but  the  perfection  of  the  levee 
system  and  the  steady  advance  of  latter-day  prog- 
ress will  doubtless  produce  more  flattering 
statistics  long  before  the  close  of  another  decade. 

The  lumber  trade  was  formerly  cpiite  exten- 
sive in  this  county.  The  timber  left  shows  that, 
all  of  the  many  varieties  common  to  this  region 
are  native  here.  The  river  transportation  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  Chicot  County's  earlier  and 
later  development. 

The  population  of  Chicot  County,  at  different 
periods  has  been  as  follows:  It  was  1.105  in  1830; 
it  was  3, SCO,  in  1840;  it  was  5,115.  in  1850;  it 
was  9,234,  in  1860;  in  1870.  it  had  so  far  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  war,  that  it  had  a popula- 
tion of  7,214;  in  the  next  decade  it  grew  to  10,117; 
and  the  census  of  1890  will  show  a growth  since 
1880,  at  ouce  fluttering  and  promising.  Official 
figures  can  not  be  given,  but  the  population  is  esti- 
mated at  about  13,000,  about  one-fourth  of  which 
is  white.  The  assessed  valuation  of  real  and  per- 
sonal property  in  the  county  is  $1.244.0t •().  This 
represents  about  forty  per  cent  of  the  real  value. 

There  are  traditions  of  the  early  discovery  of 
lead  on  Bocuff  Liver,  in  the  southwest  part  of  the 
county,  but  no'  scientific  prospecting  has  been 
done,  and  no  mineral  product  from  there  has  been 
assayed. 

Chicot  County  was  formed  October  25,  1823. 
Its  boundary  was  defined  by  an  act  passed  Xo- 
1 veinber  2,  1835.  Part  of  the  county  was  attached 


to  Drew  County,  December  2.1 . 1846.  The  line 
between  Chicot  and  Ashley  Counties  was  changed 
by  act,  of  Legislature,  January  19,  1861.  The 
line  between  Chicot  and  Drew  Counties  was 
changed  November  30,  1875.  A portion  of  Chicot 
County  was  attached  to  Desha  County,  February 
10,  1879.  At  this  time  Chicot  County  consists 
of  eight  townships,  named  as  follows:  Bailroad, 
Bowie,  Oden,  McConnell,  Louisiana,  Masona, 
Planters,  Bayou  Macon.  Railroad  Township  is 
bounded  north  by  Bowie  Township  and  Desha 
County,  east  by  the  Mississippi  River,  south  by 
Oden  Township,  west  by  the  county  line.  Bowie 
Township  is  bounded  north  and  east  by  Desha 
County,  south  by  Railroad  Township  and  west  by 
the  county  line.  Oden  Township  is  bounded  north 
by  Railroad  Township,  east  by  the  Mississippi 
River,  south  by  McConnell  Township,  west  by  the 
county  line.  McConnell  Township  is  bounded 
north  by  Oden  Township,  east  bv  the  Mississippi 
River,  south  by  Louisiana  and  Masona  Townships, 
west  by  the  county  line.  Louisiana  Township  is 
bounded  north  by  McConnell  Township,  east  by 
the  Mississippi  River,  south  by  the  Louisiana 
State  Line,  west  by  Bayou  Macon  Township, 
Planters  and  Masona  Townships.  Masona  Town- 
ship is  bounded  north  by  McConnell  Township, 
east  by  Louisiana  Township,  south  by  Planters 
Township,  west  by  the  county  line.  Planters 
Township  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Masona 
Township,  east  by  Louisiana  Township,  south  by 
Bayou  Macon,  west  by  the  county  line.  Bayou 
Macon  Township  is  bounded  north  by  Planters 
Township,  east,  by  Louisiana  Township,  south  by 
the  Louisiana  State  Line,  west  by  the  county  line. 

The  seat  of  justice  of  Chicot,  County  was  located, 
soon  after  its  organization,  at  the  old  town  of  Co- 
lumbia, in  Oden  Township,  where  it  remained  until 
1855.  Columbia  was  washed  away  by  the  river. 
During  the  succeeding  two  years  it  was  located  at 
Masona,  at  the  head  of  Bayou  Macon.  At  Colum- 
bia there  was  a frame  court  house  and  jail.  There 
were  no  permanent  county  buildings  at  Masona. 
In  1857  the  county  seat  was  located  at  Lake  Vil- 
lage, and  the  present  brick  court-house  and  jail 
were  erected  the  same  year. 

The  organization  of  the  courts  was  almost  co- 
incident with  the  organization  of  the  county.  The 
names  of  the  judges,  so  far  as  they  have  been  ob- 
tainable, are  given  elsewhere.  Among  the  early 
lawyers  who  lived  in  the  county  were  Hedge  Trip- 
hit,  Isaac  N.  Barnett.  Edward  A.  Meanoy.  Thomas 
X.  Byers,  William  11.  Sutton,  Johnson  Chapman 
and  Richard  M.  Gaines,  some  of  whom  came  among 
the  pioneers,  and  most  of  whom  flourished  from 
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1830  to  1855,  some  of  them  later.  Among  the 
prominent  lawyers  during  the  period  1851-01 
were  Gen.  Daniel  II.  Reynolds,  Henry  Hayes,  An- 
derson Miller,  Robert  J.  Miller,  James  F.  Robinson, 
Abner  Gaines.  William  B.  Stout,  L.  H.  Springer, 
George  K.  Cracroft,  Samuel  R.  Walker,  J.  F. 
J.  Lewis,  AY.  W.  Edwards  and  George  M.  Henry. 
Several  of  these  were  resident  practitioners  until 
within  a few  years,  and  others  remain,  in  the  pos- 
session of  good  practice,  to  the  present  day,  with  a 
prospect  of  a considerable  future.  Among  those 
who  have  come  since  the  war  may  be  mentioned 
Mark  Valentine,  Francis  Downs,  James  R.  Martin, 
C.  II.  Carlton,  J.  G.  B.  Simms,  John  C.  Connerly, 
Robert  II.  Connerly,  George  C.  Shell  and  Richard 
M.  Gaines.  Much  important  business  has  been 
transacted  in  the  Chicot  Circuit  Court  by  non-resi- 
dent attorneys,  among  whom  have  been  some  of 
the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  Arkansas  and 
Mississippi,  such  as  Albert  Pike.  A.  H.  Garland, 

A.  S.  Fowler,  Joseph.  Stillwell,  E.  Cummins,  F. 
AY.  Trapnail  and  James  Y ell.  The  bar  of  Chicot 
County  has  always  been  recognized  as  one  of  ability. 

The  officers  of  Chicot  County,  so  far  as  any 
records  reveal  their  names,  have  been  as  follows: 

Conntv  and  probate  judges — AAY  B.  Duncan, 
1829-30,  '1832-34;  B.  McGruder,  1834-30:  AY.  F. 
Rev  burn.  1830-38;  AY.  H.  Sutton,  1S3S-40:  A.  AY. 
Webb,  1840-42;  A.  AY.  Goodloe,  1842-40;  John 
A.  Craig,  1840-48;  M.  R.  P.  Mathis,  1848-50, 
1854-56;  A.  H.  Davies,  1850—52,  1856-00:  Henry 
Hayes.  1800-06;  John  D.  Coates,  1860-68:  J.  F.  j. 
Lewis,  ISOS— 70;  J.  B.  Tallman,  18/0- <4:  F. 
Downs.  1874-78;  H.  A.  llarriman,  1878-82,  1884 
-86;  II.  C.  Newsome,  1882-84;  1.  Yl.  Worthing- 
ton, 1888-90. 

Clerks — John  Clark,  1823-25;  George.  W.  Fer- 
ribee,  1 825— 27 ; Richard  Latting,  1327-30;  James 
Blaine.  1S30-38;  J.  Chapman.  1838-44:  AY.  J. 
Neal,  1811  40;  C.  Ashbrook.  1840-48:  J.  R.  Sted- 
man,  1848-50;  S.  AY.  Cooper,  1850  56;  S.  N. 
Caugbey,  1856-58;  B.  T.  Stephenson,  1858-62, 
1804-06;  E.  T.  AA’ills.  1862-04;  Henry  Smith. 
1800-08  (during  which  time  James  Murray  was 
circuit  clerk).  II.  AY.  Graves.  1872  7W  G.  T. 
Wilkinson,  187S-SS;  C.  L.  Mead,  1SSS  90.  This 
officer  is  ex  officio  clerk  of  the  county  and  probate 
i courts,  and  recorder,  and  clerk  of  the  Levee  Board. 

Sheriffs — AY  ill  iam  B.  Patton.  1823-27:  Thomas 
Knox,  1827-29;  J.  AY.  Boone,  1829-30;  Abner 
Johnson,  1,830-34:  J.  T.  White,  1834-30;  Hiram 
Monell,  1830-38;  AY.  Garner.  1838  11.  T.  H. 
Rives,  1844- 48;  J.  B.  Threadgill,  1848-52  (died 
in  his  second  term  and  J.  AY.  Neal  was  appointed 
to  till  vacancy);  \Y.  J.  Neal,  1852-54,  1858-00; 


C.  Ashbrook,  1 854-58;  J.  W.  Bowie,  1860-02;  A. 
S.  Paine.  1802-04;  T.  Hunnicntt,  181)4-0)8;  F.  P. 
W alker.  J 808-70;  J.  \Y.  Mason,  1872-74;  S.  H. 
Holland,  1 874-1882^  AY.  AY.  While,  1882-84;  II. 

A.  Johnson,  J 88  4-87 ; Abner  Gaines,  1887—90. 
Treasurers — A.  AV.  Webb,  1836—40;  William 

A' an  Dalson,  1840—44;  J.  M.  Craig,  1844— 34;  YI. 
F r a n k . 1 S 5 4 —50;  J.  T . P a rish,  1 8 5 1 > - 5 8 ; AY . F . 
Franklin,  1858-60;  G.  Rainey,  1 8(50— GS ; J.  Berry- 
man, 1808  -70;  J.  E.  Joslyn,  1871;  Robert  James, 
1872—74;  G.  H.  Jones,  1874—70;  L.  C.  Crute, 
1870-78;  S.  F.  AYhithorne,  1878-80;  R.  YI. 
Gaines,  1880-84;  Cave  Johnson,  1884-1888;  J.  U. 
Johnson,  1888-90. 

Coroners- -Richard  Latting,  1823-25;  Francis 
Rycroft,  1825-27;  H.  S.  Smith,  1829-30;  John 
Fulton,  1830-34;  Reuben  Smith,  1834—36;  Hiram 
Bv ant,  1836-40;  YI.  R,  P.  Ylathis.  1840-42;  B. 
G.  S.  AVhit.e,  1842-44;  G.  Rainey.  1844-40;  E.  P. 
Gaines,  1846-48;  James  Gray.  1848-50;  N.  O'Neal, 
1850-52;  YI.  Doran,  .1852-54;  B.  T.  Davis,  1845- 
56;  Samuel  Parker.  1850-00;  A.  C.  AVel Is.  1860- 
I 62;  David  Hollis’  1802-64;  J.  M.  Parker,  1804-66; 
AY.  A.  Blary,  1860-08;  II.  Clark.  1868-70;  Charles 
Doty,  1872-/4;  Cyrus  Cook,  18/4— 76:  II.  A.  Har 
rirnan,  1876-78;  AY.  AAT.  AATiite,  1878—82;  Septimus 
Turner,  1882-84;  B.  D.  Boseley.  1884-86;  Ned 
Griffin,  1880-88:'  M.  H.  Miller,  1888-90. 

Surveyors — AYilliam  Hunt,  1829-36;  William 
Case,  1836-38;  John  Bledsoe,  1840-42;  J.  H. 
Gorham.  1842-44;  J.  C.  Lybrand,  1844-48  (gave 
up  the  office  and  AY.  L.  Ylaulding  was  appointed 
in  his  stead  and  re-elected  for  1848-50);  L.  P. 
Craig,  1850-54;  D.  Sumner,  1854-58;  T.  H. 
Goodwin,  1858—00:  A.  J.  Ylaxey,  1800-62;  B. 

; McGehee,  1802—64;  A AY  C.  Smith,  1804—60;  C. 
AAY  Fry,  I860— 6S;  Daniel  Sumner,  1808—70;  J. 

B.  Tallman,  1872-82;  S.  F.  AYhithorne,  1882-84; 
R.  E.  Craig,  1834-80:  R.  H.  Connerly,  18SG-SS; 

C.  D.  AYhithorne,  1888—90. 

Assessors — AA’iliiam  Smith,  3808—70;  \\  . H. 
Benton,  1872-74:  A.  Hanna,  1874—7 G ; G.  H. 
Jones.  1870-78;  A\  . AA  . Johnson,  JS/S-80;  J.  A\  . 
Freer,  1880-82;  B.  YI.  Ralph,  1882-84;'  J.  T. 
Scott.  1884-80;  R.  C.  Cox,  1SS6-S8;  II.  R.  Pier- 
son, 1 888—90. 

Chicot  County  does  not  appear  to  have  had  a 
Representative  in  the  Territorial  Legislature  until 
the  sessions  of  1827  and  1828.  Then  it  was  repre- 
sented in  the  council  by  John  YVeir,  and,  with  Ar- 
kansas County,  in  the  House  of  Represent ives,  by 
W . Ylontgomery.  In  the  session  of  1829  the  sen- 
atorial representation  was  not  changed,  but  Chicot 
was  represented  alone  in  the  House. of  Representa- 
tives by  B.  L.  Yliles.  In  1831  Chicot's  Ropre 
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sentative  in  the  Council  was  AY.  B.  Patton:  its 
.Representative  in  the  Lower  Branch  was  John  Gib- 
son. In  IS 33  it  was  represented  in  the  Council  by 
Thomas  Anderson,  and.  with  Union,  in  the  House 
; of  Representatives,  by  T.  J.  Thurmond.  The  jour- 
nals of  the  ninth  and  last  session  of  the  Territorial 
Legislature  (1835)  are  not  to  be  found,  hence 
names  of  members  can  not  be  given.  In  the  first 
i sessions  of  the  State  Legislature,  held  iu  the  fall 
j of  1836  and  the  winter  of  1837-38,  Chicot  and 
j Union  Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate 
by  John  Clark,  and  Chicot  was  represented  in  the 
Lower  House  by  D.  L.  F.  Rovston  and  A.  H. 
Davies.  In  the  sessiou  of  1838  Hr.  Clark  was  still 
in  office,  and  the  county's  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  were  H.  Triplett  and  \Y.  H. 
Gaines.  Chicot,  and  Union  Counties  were  still 
represented  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Clark  in  1840, 

| and  Chicot,  Union  and  Bradley  Counties  in  1842- 
43  and  1-844-45.  Chicot  County  was  represented 
by  A.  H.  Davies  and  P.  Littell  in  the  Lower  House 
in  1840.  There  is  no  record  for  1842-43.  The 
Representative  in  1844-45  was  M ilford  Garner.  In 
1846  Chicot,  Union  and  Bradley  Counties  were 
represented  in  the  Senate  by  J.  R.  Hampton; 
Chicot,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  Wil- 
ford  Garner.  In  1848-49  Chicot,  Bradley  and  Drew 
Counties  were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  Josiah 
Gould;  Chicot,  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  James  Singleton.  In  1850— 51  Chicot,  Ashley, 
Drew  and  Bradley  Counties  were  represented  in 
the  Senate  by  T.  N.  Byers;  Chicot,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  by  James  Singleton.  In  1852- 
53  Chicot,  Ashley  and  Drew  Counties  were  repre- 
sented in  the  Senate  by  \Y.  71.  Harrison;  Chicot, 

| in  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  James  S.  Peck, 
i In  1854-55  the  senatorial  representation  of  Chicot, 
Ashley  and  Drew  Counties  was  unchanged. 

William  J.  Neale  represented  Chicot  in  the  Lower 
House.  In  1856-57  R.  71.  Gaines  represented 
Chicot.  Ashley  and  Drew  Counties  in  the  Senate, 
and  Nathan  Ross  represented  Chicot  County  in  the 
Lower  House.  7Ir.  Gaines  was  still  in  office  in 
1858-59.  and  Chicot  was  represented,  iu  the  House 
of  Representatives  by  J.  71.  Batchelor.  In  1860— 
61,  Chicot,  Drew  and  Ashley  Counties  were  rep- 
resented in  the  Senate  by  L.  H.  Belscr;  Chicot  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  by  Bat  Jones.  In 
1 862  the  representation  of  Chicot.  Drew  and 
Ashley  Counties  was  unchanged  in  the  Senate;  J. 
71.  Lowery  represented  Chicot  in  the  Lower  House. 
Iu  1864-1)5  Chicot,  Drew  and  Ashley  Counties 
were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  W.  C.  Valan- 
dingham.  In  the  Confederate  Legislature,  held 
at  Washington,  Ark.,  from  September  22  to  Octo- 


were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  L.  Belser;  Chi- 
cot, in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  J.  F. 
Lowery.  In  the  Sixteenth  Legislature,  1866-67. 
Chicot,  Drew  and  Ashley  Counties  were  represented 
in  the  Senate  by  D.  H.  Reynolds;  Chicot,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  William  A.  Daniels. 
In  1S68-69  Ashley,  Chicot.  Drew  and  Desha  Coun- 
ties were  represented  iu  the  Senate  by  W.  Harbi- 
son  and  J.  WT.  71ason.  and  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  N.  71.  Newell,  C.  F.  Simms,  R.  S. 
Curry,  D.  S.  YVells  and  Z.  II.  Ylanees.  The  Sen- 
atorial representation  was  the  same  in  1871.  The 
representatives  in  the  Lower  House  were  C.  W. 
Preddy.  H.  Marr.  F.  A.  Fulton.  J.  W.  Harris  and 
John  Webb.  In  1873  Chicot,  Ashley,  Drew,  Desha 
and  Lincoln  Counties  were  represented  in  the  Sen- 
ate by  S.  A.  Duke  and  S.  II.  Halland;  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  S.  AY.  McLeod,  X. 
J.  Piudall,  John  C.  Kollins,  O.  F.  Parish,  ■) . T. 
W.  Tillar  and  J.  E.  Joslyn.  At  an  extraordinary 
session,  May,  1S74,  the  Senatorial  representation 
was  the  same,  though  ii  does  not  appear  that  7Ir. 
Halland  was  present.  The  representation  in  the 
Lower  House  was  bv  J.  T.  AY.  Tillar,  L.  L.  John- 
son. A.  AY.  Files  anil  X.  A.  Piudall.  In  1874-75 
Chicot  and  Desha  Counties  were  represented  in 
the  Senate  by  X.  J.  Piudall;  Chicot  County  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  F.  G.  Davis.  In  1877 
the  Senatorial  representation  was  unchanged.  T. 
E.  AA  illing represented  Chicot  in  the  Lower  Hoime. 
In  1879  C.  H.  Carlton  represented  Chicot  and 
Desha  in  the  Senate;  J.  AY.  Dickinson  represented 
Chicot  in  the  Lower  House.  In  1881  the  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate  was  the  same;  James  F. 
Robinson  was  Chicot’s  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  In  1883  the  Senator  represent- 
ing Chicot  and  Desha  was  Henry  Thane.  J.  G. 
B.  Simms  represented  Chicot  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. The  Senatorial  representation  was 
unchanged  in  1885,  but  G.  H.  Jones  had  succeeded 
7Ir.  Simms.  In  1887  Chicot  and  Desha  Counties 
were  represented  in  the  Senate  by  AY.  H.  Logan; 
Chicot,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  H.  C. 
Newsome.  At  the  last  session  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature, Chicot  and  Desha  Counties  were  represented 
in  the  Senate  by  AY.  H.  Logan;  Chicot  in  the 
Lower  House  byr  G.  H.  Jones. 

Chicot  County  is  in  the  First  Congressional 
District,  composed  of  Randolph,  Clay,  Greene, 
Lawrence,  Sharp,  Independence,  Jackson,  Craig- 
head, Alississippi,  Poinsett,  Cross,  Crittenden,  St. 
Francis,  Lei*,  Phillips,  Chicot  and  Desha  Comities, 
represented  by  Hon.  L.  P.  Foathcr<ton.  The 
county  is  in  the  Tenth  Judicial  District,  composed 
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of  Chicot,  Drew,  Ashley.  Bradley,  Cleveland  and 
i Dallas  Counties.  Courts  in  this  county  are  hold 
on  the  iirst  Monday  in  January  and  July — two 
weeks.  The  judge  is  Hon.  C.  .1).  Wood,  of  Moti- 
ticello,  who  was  elected  September  6.  1880.  and 
whose  term  will  expire  October  80,  1890.  The 
prosecuting  attorney  is  R.  C.  Fuller,  of  Princeton, 
who  was  elected  September  3,  F8S8,  and  whose 
term  will  expire  October  3th  1300.  C.  L.  Ahead  is 
clerk  of  the  Chicot  Circuit  Court. 

Chicot,  County  was  represented  in  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  1836  by  John  Clarke,  and  An- 
thony H.  Davies;  in  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1861,  by  Isaac  Hilly ard;  in  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1868,  by  James  AY.  Mason,  and  in 
the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1874.  by  I’. Downs. 

The  following  residents  of  Chicot  County 
are  holding  commissions  as  notaries  public:  L.  H. 
Springer.  J.  C.  Connerly,  J.  G.  B.  Simms.  H.  T. 
Hollis,  George  C.  Gatewood,  James  McMnrray, 
John  T.  Crenshaw.  Jr.,  John  AI.  Parker,  C.  C. 
Buckner,  TTda  Cahn.  A.  AAA  Harriman  and  C.  IP 
Kincade. 

The  first  settlers  of  the  county  were  many  of 
them  squatters,  and  did  not  remain  to  do  much 
| toward  public  improvement,  or  identify  themselves 
with  local  history  or  tradition.  Their  holdings  in 
many  cases  was  so  small  that  it  required  several 
of  them  in  combination  to  form  one  of  the  modern 
plantations.  It  is  with  those  men  who  gathered 
together  these  fragments  of  real  estate,  and  estab- 
lished, owned  and  managed  these  plantations,  that 
■ it  has  been  thought  best  to  deal,  for  these  persons 
have  identified  themselves  with  the  county's  inter 
ests,  and  contributed  to  make  its  history  and  its 
j material  prosperity.  The  settlement  of  the  county 
began  along  tlie  river  bank,  and  for  quite  a num- 
ber of  years  did  not  extend  far  inland.  Begin- 
ning at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  county,  as  it 
was  bounded  prior  to  1879,  the  course  of  settle- 
ment will  first  be  traced  down  the  river  side  to  the 
Louisiana  State  line.  John  R.  Campbell.  Charles 
W.  Campbell,  Isaac  Adair  and  Oscar  Bowles  were 
the  northern  settlers.  AYjlliam  T.  Ferguson  lo- 
cated above  Gaines  Landing,  on  the  site  of  Eunice, 
a town  some  time  out  of  existence.  Richard  AF 
Campbell.  Ben  P.  Gaines,  R.  Al.  Gaines  and  A\" ill 
iam  H.  Gaines  settled  at  Gaines  Landing.  Be- 
low Gaines  Landing  a plantation  was  established 
by  John  P.  AValworlh,  who  lived  at  Natchez,  Aliss. 
Henry  IF  Collins  located  on  Island  Eighty-two. 
Opposite,  on  the  mainland,  was  John  IF  Llewellyn. 
Madison  P.  Peak  and  Joel  Offnt  located  a little 
lower  down.  Between  Llewellyn  and  Peak  lived 
Sansord  C.  Faulkner,  the  original  “Arkansas 


Traveler,”  a land  speculator,  admirer  of  good 
horses,  and  a more  or  less  accomplished  amateur 
violinist,  who,  on  one  of  his  trips,  came  upon  it 
fiddle-scraping  squatter  in  the  woods,  and  held 
with  him  the  conversation  which  has  since  become 
celebrated  in  story,  song  and  drama.  Below  Off ut 
was  ‘‘Old  Si"  (Silas)  Craig,  who  traveled  exten- 
sively on  foot  throughout  Chicot  and  Phillips 
Counties,  compass  in  hand,  and  selected  and  lo- 
cated much  valuable  land.  Horace  F.  AValworlh 
had  two  places—  one  at  Point  Chicot,  and  one  at 
“ Pastoria.”  “ Si”  Craig  settled  two  plantations, 
at  Bellevue  and  Yellow  Bayou.  The  Luna  planta- 
tion was  settled  by  Felix  Taylor,  who  had  several 
successors,  among  the  earlier  of  whom,  were  Dan 
II.  and  Richard  IF  Sessions.  Taylor  also  settled 
“ Patria,”  long  the  Claiborne  AV.  Sanders  planta- 
tion, All  of  “Luna”  and  part  of  “Patria"  are 
now  owned  by  the  Suimyside  Land  Company. 
The  Latrobe  plantation  was  settled  by  Drs.  Joseph 
and  Rollah  Holson.  It  passed  to  the  ownership 
of  Air.  Streett,  and  subsequently  to  that  of  the 
company  just  mentioned.  The  Leland  plantation 
was  settled  by  Benjamin  L.  Miles,  who  was  suc- 
ceeded there  by  James  Aides.  Air.  Aides  aud 
Horace  F.  AValworlh  had  considerable  litigation 
over  a part  of  “Leland”  and  a part  of  Point 
Chicot.  Their  difficulty  was  afterward  compro- 
mised, and  “Leland"  passed  to  the  ownership  of 
Joshua  Al.  Craig.  One  of  the  earliest  settlers  on 
Point  Cliicot  was  Carlos  Devilimont,  who  claimed 
the  property  under  a Spanish  grant  to  his  father, 
in  part  payment  for  the  construction  of  a military 
road  from  Point  Chicot  to  Arkansas  Post.  The  Su 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States  decided  ad- 
versely to  Devilimont' s claims, and  the  property  was 
taken  up  and  transferred,  as  above  stated.  This 
locality  is  distinguished  in  the  history  of  the  county 
for  two  important  things:  It  gave  the  county  its 
name,  which  means  “ stumpy,”  and  was  first  applied 
to  the  point  by  men  passing  up  and  down  the  river, 
and  it  was  there  that  Daae  Al.  Parker,  the  first 
white  child  born  in  the  county,  first  saw  the 
light.  “ Yauclnse  ” was  settled  early  by  Samuel 
Walker.  The  first  owner  of  “Sunnvside”  was 
Abner  Johnson,  who  sold  it  to  Elisha  AYortliington. 
who  in  turn  transferred  it  to  “Prince  John”  Van 
Buren,  of  the  family  of  President  Akin  Buren.  a 
brilliant  and  eccentric  man,  once  well  and  widely 
known  in  America’s  highest  social  and  political  cir- 
cles, who,  however,  was  never  a resident  here.  Since 
the  war  this  property  passed  to  the  Starlings,  and 
was  bv  them  sold  to  the  Suunyside  Land  Company 
in  1882.  “Lakeport”  was  made  a plantation  by 
Joel  Johnson,  and  is  still  owned  in  the  John-m 
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family.  Lychrgus  Johnson,  son  of  Joel  Johnson, 
a good  citizen  and  able  business  man,  died  there  a 
few  years  ago.  The  place  is  now  the  residence  of 
Mrs.  Julia  ,1.  Johnson,  widow  of  Gov.  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  and  is  partly  owned  by  Mrs,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  of  New  York,  wife  of  a grandson  of  John 
C.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina.  The  Ford  place 
was  settled  by  James  Ford,  and  now  belongs  to  his 
daughter.  Mrs.  Alice  Huntington,  of  AYeatbers- 
field,  Conn.  "Florence”  and  “ Tecumseh  ” plan- 
tations were  opened  up  by  Ben  Johnson,  once  judge 
of  the  United  States  District  Court  of  Arkansas, 
and  Richard  M.  Johnson,  once  Arice-President  of 
the  United  States,  brothers  of  Joel  Johnson.  The 
Goodloe  tract  was  improved  by  Archibald  Goodloe. 
That  and  " Teen mseh  ” passed  to  the  proprietor- 
ship of  Francis  Griffin  in  i860,  the  largest  grower 
of  cotton  in  the  world.  In  1S09  they  passed  to 
William  B.  Street!  and  Gen.  F>.  H.  Reynolds,  and 
are  now  owned  by  Gen.  Reynolds  and  the  widow 
of  Mr.  Streett.  “Belle  Island”  was  purchased 
by  Ben  Johnson.  It  is  now  owned  partly  by  Sut- 
ton & McGinnis  and  partly  by  Gen.  Reynolds. 
“Harwood's  Island”  was  settled  by  Thomas  Har- 
wood, and  passed  to  Henry  H.  Hawkins,  and 
through  his  estate  to  the  Florence  Planting  Com- 
pany. The  “ Rossbauk  ” place  was  opened  up  by 
Nathan  Ross,  and  now  belongs  to  Dr.  Kiger,  of 
Mississippi.  The  Hunt  place  was  opened  up  by 
a member  of  the  Vick  family,  of  Mississippi,  in 
whose  honor  Vicksburg  was  named,  and  now  be- 
longs to  the  estate  of  Richard  J.  Hunt.  George 
W.  Polk,  brother  of  President  Polk,  entered  prop- 
erty below  the  Hunt  place,  which  was  washed  into 
the  river.  The  Bernard  property,  with  the  town 
i of  Bernard  afterward  built  upon  it,  met  the  same 
fate.  Isaac  H.  Hilliard  opened  up  the  Hilliard 
property,  which  he  purchased  from  several  parties. 
The  Flournoy  property  was  opened  up  by  Victor 
M.  Flournoy,  and  passed  to  Hon.  Kenneth  Raynor, 
member  of  Congress  from  Mississippi,  and  since 
solicitor  of  the  United  States  treasury,  and  from 
him  to  George  K.  Craeraft.  The  Thomas  Brad- 
ford property,  opened  up  by  Thomas  Bradford,  is 
now  owned  by  II.  AY.  Graves.  The  AYoodfolk 
place  the  last  plantation  north  of  the  Louisiana 
State  line,  was  opened  up  by  AYilliam  YY.  AA’ood- 
folk,  and  sold  Under  execution  to  James  A.  Led- 
den,  Secretary  of  \\  ar  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  and  is  now  owned  by  H.  AM  Graves. 
The  properties  on  Lake  Chicot  now  claim  atten- 
tion. Stuart’s  Island,  in  the  lake,  was  opened 
up  by  Charles  C.  Stuart,  of  Chantilly,  A’a. , whose 
father,  Charles  Calvert  Stuart,  was  a personal 
friend  and  adviser  of  Gen.  Washington,  and  is 
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yet  owned  in  the  Stuart  family.  The  Hyner  place, 
‘’in  the  bed  of  the  lake.'  was  settled  by  Abraham 
Hyner,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Sunnyside 
Land  Company.  “Rossmere”  was  opened  up  by 
George  Read,  and  is  owned  in  the  Read  family. 
“Lake  Hall”  was  opened  up  by  A.  H.  Davies, 
and  is  owned  in  bis  family.  The  Rostan  family, 
its  present  owners,  opened  up  “ Myrtle  Grove.” 
“Rosedale  ” was  opened  up  by  its  present  owner, 
AYilliam  AY.  Rose,  the  oldest  man  in  the  county. 
John  P.  Walworth  opened  up  “Sunnyside,”  and 
it  is  now  owned  by  the  Sunnyside  Land  Corupanv. 
Opposite,  on  the  south  side,  or  outer  bank,  is 
“Redleaf.  ” which  was  opened  up  by  Elisha  AA”or- 
thiugton,  and  is  now  owned  by  Ford  & AAMrthino-- 
ton.  The  Sanders  place,  now  the  property  of  Rich- 
ard M.  Gaines,  was  opened  up  by  John  H.  Sanders. 
The  Pettit  place  was  opened  up  by  W.  McD.  Pettit, 
and  is  now  owned  by  J.  C.  Head,  of  Greenville, 
Miss.  “Holly  Ridge”  was  opened  up  by  AY.  AM 
Rose,  was  afterward  owned  by  Richard  R.  Sessions, 
and  is  now  the  property  of  T.  Tv.  Lee.  “ Deerfield  ” 
was  opened  up  by  John  Drennen,  and  is  owned 
by  James  F.  Robinson.  The  place  next  to  Deer- 
field. also  originally  opened  up  by  John  Drennen. 
lies  just  above  Lake  tillage,  and  is  owned,  in 
parts,  by  George  Read,  John  G.  B.  Simms  and 
Gen.  Reynolds,  the  latter  of  whom  calls  his  home 
“Lakeside.”  John  Sumner  opened  up  lands  near 
Lake  Village,  now  divided  among  AAullaim  G. 
Streett.  Gen.  Reynolds.  Kate  Reynolds  and  the 
Sumners.  The  Bawner  tract  was  settled  by  AYill- 
iam Bawner,  whose  children  own  it.  The  Chap- 
man place  was  opened  up  by  Reuben  Smith,  and 
was  once  known  as  “Red  Reuben,”  with  refer- 
ence to  the  color  of  the  hair  of  its  owner.  Part 
of  it  is  now  owned  by  the  Chapman  family,  part 
by  AA'illiam  P.  Hallidav  and  part  by  John  C.  Con- 
nerly.  Charles  C.  (“  Rice  ”)  McDermott  and  C. 
C.  McDermott  settled  in  the  southwest  corner  of 
Bowie  Township.  Charles  C.  McDermott  is  dead, 
but  his  family  live  there.  The  other  C.  C.  (“Rice”  ) 
McDermott  is  still  living,  and  has  some  reputation 
as  an  inventor  of  extraordinary  boldness  and  origi- 
nality. On  Grand  Iiake,  in  the  southeast  part  of 
the  county,  “ Eureka”  was  opened  up  by  Romu- 
lus Payne.  It  was  later  owned  by  Ben  Johnson, 
from  whom  it  passed  to  AA’.  AM  Johnson.  James 
S.  Peak  opened  up  the  Peak  place,  which  belongs 
to  bis  sous.  The  “German  Ridge"  properly 
was  opened  up  by  Thomas  Bradford,  and  passed 
toJ.  A.  Joslvn,  and  is  now  owned  by  the  latter  s 
daughter,  Man  E.  Joslvn. 

The  early  villages  of  the  county  grew  up  along 
the  river,  that  great  highway  of  traffic  and  of  travel. 
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| Chief  among  these  was  Columbia,  once  the  county 
j seat,  and  a place  of  400  or  500  population.  It 
! was  located  in  the  township  of  Oden.  It  had  a 
good  frame  court-house  and  jail,  and  numerous 
| business  places  of  different  kinds,  and  for  a time 
was  the  locality  of  an  important  branch  of  the  his- 
toric Real  Estate  Rank  of  Little  Rock,  in  which 
Chicot  County  people  had  at  one  time  nearly  a 
million  dollars  stock.  In  the  days  of  its  prominence 
! it  was  the  frequent  stopping  place  of  river  gam- 
! biers  and  roughs,  who  sometimes  congregated  there 
in  considerable  numbers  and  continued  their  brawl- 
ing lawlessness  day  after  day.  Shootings  and 
lvnchings  were  of  frequent  occurrence,  but  these 
brutalities  were  confined  to  the  transient  gambling 
| class,  and  were  not  participated  in  by  the  citizens. 

This  place  went  the  way  of  many  another  once 
i promising  Mississippi  River  town,  and  was  grad- 
j ually  washed  away  by  the  river  upon  whose  banks 
| and  in  consequence  of  whose  tr  affic  it  had  grown 
up.  Eunice,  in  Railroad  Township,  once  had  a 
population  of  perhaps  250.  Most  of  it  had  been 
carried  away  by  the  river  by  1867,  and  the  place 
was  finally  abandoned  by  its  few  lingering  and 
hopeless  inhabitants,  three  or  four  years  later. 
Bernard,  in  Louisiana  Township,  once  of  some  im- 
portance, also  disappeared  about  twenty  years  ago. 
Lake  Village,  to  which  place  the  county  seat  was 
removed  in  1857,  was  incorporated  in  1860,  and  or- 
ganized under  its  charter,  and  began  some  muni- 
cipal improvements,  but  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
the  following  year,  stopped  all  progress  for  some 
; years,  and  the  charter  fell  into  disuse,  and  no 
elections  have  been  held  under  it  since.  Cotton 
planting  has  always  been  the  principal  industry 
here,  and  the  village  has  bad  a convenient  number 
of  stores  and  business  places.  It  is  beautifully 
situated  in  McConnell  Township,  on  the  bank  of 
Lake  Chicot,  and  has  a population  of  about  150. 
Dermott  is  a village  of  about  the  size  of  Lake  Vil- 
lage, which  has  grown  up  in  Bowie  Township,  on 
I the  Mississippi,  Ouachita  A Red  River  Rail- 
road. Planting  provides  the  chief  employment 
there.  Gaines  Landing  was  once  the  principal 
shipping  point  between  H lena,  Ark.  , ami  Vicks- 
burg, Miss.,  and  at  one  time  the  prospective 
terminus  of  the  railway  lines  which  now  run  into 
Arkansas  City.  Lesha  County.  Eunice  was  an  inter- 
mediate terminal  point,  between  Gaines  Landing 
and  Arkansas  City.  Cariola  (Grand  Lake  post-office) 
a landing  in  Louisiana  Township,  has  a population 
of  about  seventy-five.  Other  important  landings 
in  the  county  are  Luna.  Yaucluse,  Harwood's  Is- 
| land.  Sterling,  Sunnyside  and  Lakeport.  The 
names  of  the  several  post-offices  in  the  county  are 


| Carmel,  Dermott,  Gaines  Landing,  Grand  Lake. 

Harwood's  Island,  Hillvillo,  Lakeport.  Lake  \ il 
! lage,  Luna  Lauding.  Rossmere,  Sterling,  Sunny- 
side  and  Yaucluse. 

Chicot  County,  as  was  natural  from  its  location 
i and  the  nativity  and  political  leaning  of  its  people. 

, favored  the  Confederate  cause,  and  threw  all  of 
its  influence  into  the  war  for  the  establishment  of 
the  Southern  Confederacy.  Three  companies  were 
recruited  and  fitted  out  here,  and  all  served  with 
| credit  during  the  war.  These  were  the  “Chicot 
Rangers  " the  “ Chicot  Guards  ” and  the  “ Chicot 
Rebels,”  all  of  which  organizations  lost  their  dis- 
tinctive names  after  being  merged  into  commands 
regularly  designated.  The  “Rangers”  were  re- 
cruited early  in  1801  by  Capt. , afterward  Gen.. 
D.  H.  Reynolds.  They  were  ordered  to  Little 
Rock,  and  thence  to  Fort  Smith,  and  were  there, 
on  June  14,  mustered,  into  Company  A,  First  Ar- 
kansas Cavalry.  The  regiment  served  in  Missouri 
and  Arkansas  until  April,  1802,  when,  with  a 
large  part  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  army,  it  was 
transferred  to  Memphis  and  thence  to  Corinth, 
and  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  fell  back  to  Tu- 
pelo, Miss.,  and  thence  to  East  Tennessee,  going 
soon  into  Kentucky,  under  command  of  Gen.  E. 
Kirby  Smith.  On  the  retreat  from  Kentucky,  in 
the  fall  of  1802,  the  regiment  fell  in  with  the  Army 
of  Tennessee,  and  was  a part  of  McCown’s  division 
until  May  10,  1803,  when  the  division  was  taken 
to  Mississippi  by  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston.  In 
the  fall  of  1803  Gen.  Reynold’s  brigade,  of  which 
the  regiment  formed  a part,  was  ordered  for  a time 
to  the  Army  of  Tennessee.  It  was  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga.  Later  it  returned  to  Mis- 
sissippi, and  early  in  1S64  went  to  Mobile  and  to 
the  eastern  division  of  the  District  of  the  Gulf. 
Early  in  May,  1804.  it  went  to  Dalton.  Ga. , and 
there  as  part  of  the  Army  of  Mississippi,  united 
with  the  Army  of  Tennessee  (Polk's  corps),  and 
remained  with  that  army  until  its  surrender  in 
North  Carolina,  in  1865.  Gen.  Reynold's  com- 
pany, regiment  and  brigade  engaged  in  numerous 
battles  and  skirmishes  which,  with  many  other 
interesting  details,  are  mentioned  in  his  biograph- 
ical sketch  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  As  at 
first  organized  the  commissioned  officers  of  the 
“Rangers”  were  as  follows:  Captain.  D.  H.  Rey- 
nolds; first  lieutenant,  Richard  I.  Sliattuek;  sec- 
ond lieutenant,  Abner  Gaines:  third  lieutenant. 
Jacob  McConnell.  When,  in  1862,  Capt.  ley 
nolds  was  elected,  Maj.  Abner  McConnell  became 
captain  in  his  stead,  Lieut.  Shattuck  being  then  a 
prisoner  of  war,  and  Lieut.  Gaines  having  resigned. 
Capt.  McConuell  was  killed  at  Chickamauga.  G 
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M.  Henry.  who  bad  become  lieutenant,  was  cap- 
tain until  ho  was  killed  at  Dug  Cap,  in  1864,  after 
which  Lieut.  Shattuck,  having  boon  exchanged, 
was  captain  until  the  end  of  the  war.  Other 
officers  worthy  of  mention  were  S.  S.  Fitzgerald, 
who  was  first  lieutenant  at  the  close  of  the  war; 
Lieut.  Turner,  who  was  killed  at  Obickamauga, 
and  Lieut.  A.  J.  Maxey,  who  was  mustered  out 
with  the  company,  or  the  remnant  of  if  that  re- 
mained. The  “Chicot  Guards”  were  organized 
temporarily  at  Lake  Tillage,  in  February,  1802, 
with  James  F.  Bobinson  as  captain,  and  Abner 
Gaines  as  lieutenant,  and  rendezvoused  at  Jackson - 
port,  on  'White  Liver,  Ark.,  in  March  of  that  year, 
where  they  were  mustered  into  the  Confederate 
service.  Shortly  after  that  they  were  ordered  to 
Memphis,  Term.,  where  they  encamped  in  the  rear 
of  the  city  about  two  weeks,  and  with  other  com- 
panies from  Arkansas,  were  formed  into  the 
Twenty-third  Arkansas  Regiment,  with  Charles  F. 
Adams,  of  Helena,  as  colonel.  The  regiment  was 
soon  ordered  to  Corinth,  Miss.,  and  took  part  in 
the  defense  of  that  place,  and  on  the  evacuation 
and  retreat  it  was  halted  at  Tupelo,  Miss.,  where 
it  formed  a part  of  Gen.  J.  C.  Moore’s  brigade, 
Maury's  division  of  Gen.  Price’s  army.  The  reg- 
iment was  engaged  in  the  movement  on  Iuka,  Miss., 
in  the  spring  of  1863.  and  was  a part  of  the  at- 
tacking column  at  Corinth,  in  the  same  campaign. 
After  that  attack  and  discomfiture,  the  Twenty- 
third  was  detailed  for  service  at  Port  Hudson,  to 
garrison  that  point,  and  took  part  in  the  defense  of 
that  place.  Upon  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson,  the 
company  surrendered  and  was  paroled,  and  that 
ended  its  service.  The  “Chicot  Rebels”  were 
commanded  by  Capt.  James  D.  Imboden.  and 
formed  a part  of  the  First  Arkansas  Battalion.  It 
also  surrendered  at  Port  Hudson  after  serving  with 
credit  during  most  of  the  war.  In  1864  there  was 
an  engagement  at  Ditch  Bayou,  this  county  be- 
tween Marmaduke’s  cavalry  and  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith's 
corps.  The  Federals,  who  had  the  larger  force 
by  far,  were  victorious,  at  a loss  of  100  men  to 
Marmaduke's  twenty.  This  was  not  an  important 
affair  when  general  results  am  considered,  but  has 
especial  interest  as  having  occurred  in  Chicot 
County. 

About  thirty  years  ago,  the  Mississippi.  Ouach- 
ita & Red  River  Railroad  was  built  from  Eunice, 
in  this  county,  to  Collins,  in  Drew  County,  under 
direction  of  Gen.  Lloyd  Tilghman.  After  the  war 
it.  was  constructed  to  "Warren,  upon  subscriptions 
raised  in  this  and  other  counties.  The  Little 
Rock,  Pino  Bluff  <&  New  Orleans  Railroad  was 
chartered  to  be  built  from  Little  Rock  and  through 


Chicot  County  to  Hew  Orleans.  It  was  constructed 
from  Chicot  City  to  Little  Rock,  and  later  its 
southern  terminus  was  fixed  at  Arkansas  City. 
These  two  railroads  were  consolidated  under  the 
name  of  the  Little  Rock,  Mississippi  River  br 
Texas  Railroad,  and  later  became  a part  of  the 
Iron  Mountain  system,  now  controlled  and  op- 
erated by  the  owners  of  the  Gould  system.  The 
part  of  this  road  extending  from  Trippe  to  "War- 
ren crosses  the  northwestern  corner  of  this  county. 
The  Houston,  Central  Arkansas  & Northern  Rail- 
road also  crosses  the  northwest  part  of  Chicot 
County.  Two  other  roads  have  been  chartered, 
both  of  which,,  when  completed,  will  traverse  the 
whole  length  of  the  county  north  and  south,  open- 
ing up  the  central  and  western  portions  and  bring- 
ing nearly  all  parts  of  the  county  within  five  miles 
of  one  line  or  the  other.  The  first  of  these  lines 
is  the  Arkansas  & Gulf  Railroad,  to  extend  from 
the  Arkansas  River  to  the  Louisiana  State  line, 
via  Arkansas  City  and  Lake  Tillage,  now  being- 
surveyed.  The  other  is  the  Louisiana,  Arkansas 
& Missouri  Railroad,  to  extend  from  Brinkley, 
Ark.,  to  Alexandria,  La.,  through  ibis  county  west 
of  the  center  and  along  the  west  bank  of  Bayou 
Macon. 

The  Chicot  Press  was  the  first  journalistic  vent- 
ure in  this  county.  It  was  first  issued  at  Lake 
Tillage  in  the  fail  of  I860,  by  J.  C.  C.  Bayne. 
Before  the  close  of  the  year  Col.  Samuel  It.  Walker 
became  its  publisher,  with  John  G.  Me  Murray  as 
editor.  Mr.  McMurrav  died  in  the  spring  of  1861, 
and  his  brother,  James  McMurrav,  succeeded  him 
as  editor,  and  later  became  publisher.  In  Feb 
ruary,  1862,  the  office  was  closed,  and  the  editor 
went  into  the  war.  In  1804  the  office  was  gutted 
by  Federal  troops  belonging  to  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith’s 
corps,  and  the  type,  presses  and  other  material 
were  dumped  into  the  lake.  This  was  about  the 
time  of  the  engagement  at  Ditch  Bayou.  In  1860 
the  Press  was  revived  by  James  McMurray  and 
Phil  W.  Gatewood,  the  former  again  becoming  its 
editor.  In  186 1 Mr.  Gatewood  succeeded  to  the 
sole  management  of  the  paper.  In  1807  the  office 
was  raided  and  broken  up  by  United  States  troops, 
under  orders  from  the  provisional  Government, 
and  Mr.  Gatewood  was  sent  to  prison  at  Vicks- 
burg. Miss.  In  1 S6U  Mr.  Gatewood  again  issued 
the  Press,  this  time  from  an  office  at  Luna  Land- 
ing. It  suspended  finally  in  1871.  The  next 
paper  in  the  county  was  the  Chicot  Chronicle, 
published  at  Lake  Village  1887  -SO.  b\  J.  G.  B. 
Simms.  The  latest  journalistic  candidate  for  pub- 
lic favor  is  the  new  Chicot  Press,  the  first  number 
of  which  was  issued  at  Lake  Tillage  late  in  June, 
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1890,  by  George  C.  Shell,  editor  and  proprietor. 
It  is  a sprightly,  four-page,  live-column  paper, 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  whole  county.  Dem- 
ocratic in  politics,  well  written,  well  printed,  and 
an  unusually  able  specimen  of  local  journalism. 

About  all  the  well  known  religious  denomina- 
tions have  representatives  in  Chicot  County;  not 
all  that  are  represented  have  organizations  of  any 
kind,  and  only  in  a few  localities  are  there  houses 
of  worship.  Such  as  there  are,  are  located  at  the 
more  prominent  villages,  or  most  of  them.  Some 
of  these  houses  are  used  by  people  of  different  de- 
nominations, as  occasion  may  come.  Baptists, 
Methodists,  Presbyterians,  Disciples  and  other 
sects  have  many  resident  members.  There  is  one 
Catholic  Church,  at  Lake  Tillage.  According  to 
the  last  published  report  of  the  State  superintend 
ents  of  public  instruction,  Chicot  County  had  290 
white  and  2.990  colored  school  children,  of  whom 
174  white  and  1,150  colored  children  were  en- 
rolled; there  were  nine  school  districts,  twenty- 
five  teachers  and  fourteen  school-houses,  and  the 
total  value  of  school  property  was  88,975. 


Mark  Allen,  physician  and  surgeon,  of  Grand 
Lake,  Ark.,  is  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch, 
and  was  born  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  in  1888. 
He  is  the  son  of  Solomon  and  Helen  (Warren) 
Allen,  natives  of  Petersburg.  Ya. , and  North  Caro- 
lina, respectively.  The  father  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  moved  with  his  parents  to  North 
Carolina  when  quite  young,  and  emigrated  to  Mis- 
sissippi in  1845,  where  he  resided  with  his  wife 
and  six  children:  Mark,  John.  Henry,  Sophronia, 
Ella  and  Solomon,  for  many  years.  He  lived  to  be 
sixty-three  years  old,  dying  at  McKinley,  Ala. 
The  children  are  all  dead  except  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  and  Henry,  who  resides  in  Santo  Tomas, 
Central  America.  Mark  Allen  passed  his  youth  in 
La  Fayette  County.  Miss.,  and  had  excellent  advan- 
tages in  everv  wav.  attending  school  until  he  com- 
pleted  the  course.  Afterward  he  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan,  attending  the  medical 
lectures  of  that  famous  college.  He  then  went  to  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  at  Philadelphia,  where 
he  graduated  with  honor.  Having  thus  perfected 
himself  in  his  chosen  profession,  he  returned  home 
and  commenced  to  practice  medicine  in  Morehouse 
Parish,  La.,  where  lie  prospered  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war.  Dr.  Allen  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army  in  the  month  of  September, 
181)1.  and  remained  three  years,  taking  part  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh  and  others  equally  famous.  His 


health  failed  so  seriously  from  the  exposure  in  the 
army,  that  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  he  was 
compelled  to  leave  and  return  to  his  practice  in 
Morehouse,  where  he  remained  until  1808.  In  1805 
he  married  Miss  Virginia  Lewis,  daughter  of  Frank 
and  Elisebeth  Lowry,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Virginia.  To  this  union  were  born  six  chil- 
dren: Mark,  Lula,  Willie,  Grace.  Frank  and 

Daisy.  Of  these  children  only  two  daughters  are 
living  at.  the  present  time.  In  1868  Dr.  Allen 
moved  to  British  Honduras,  where  he  engaged  in 
sugar  raising  and  general  merchandising.  Bad 
health  compelled  him  to  sell  out  his  business  and 
move  away,  after  remaining  there  only  one  year. 
He  then  moved  to  McKinley,  Ala.,  where  he  de- 
voted a great  deal  of  attention  to  farming  and 
mercantile  business.  In  1874  he  moved  with  his 
family  to  Chicot  County,  Ark.,  and  resumed  the 
practice  of  medicine,  having  from  the  first  a large 
and  lucrative  practice,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the 
most  successful  physicians  in  that  county.  He 
also  farms  some,  and  owns  his  residence  and  office 
in  the  village  of  Grand  Lake.  In  politics  he  is  an 
ardent  Democrat,  a member  of  the  L.  of  H.  and 
K.  of  P.,  and  is  deservedly  a popular  and  success- 
ful man. 

D.  Brawner,  merchant  and  farmer  of  Yaucluse 
post-office,  and  resident  of  Oden  Township,  was 
born  in  Arkansas,  one  mile  from  where  Lake 
Village  now  stands,  in  the  year  1850,  being  one  of 
fhe  four  children  born  to  his  parents,  William  B. 
and  Brasilia  Brawner,  natives  of  Virginia,  and 
Mississippi,  respectively.  The  father  moved  to 
Arkansas  iu  1828,  being  one  of  the  pioneers,  and 
settling  while  yet  the  country  about  here  was  in 
point  of  fact  a ' ‘ forest  primeval.”  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  though  now  in  his 
seventy-eighth  year  is  still  active,  and  is  a thor- 
oughly temperate  and  well  preserved  old  gentleman. 
The  mother  died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight, 
and  they  both  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Of  their  four  children,  only  two  are  living:  D. 
Brawner  and  Eola  (wife  of  P.  H.  Ford).  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo. , at  the  University,  and  at  Dallberry’s  Com- 
mercial College,  Louisiana.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
he  commenced  working  for  himself  as  a farmer,  an 
occupation  which  lie  continued  to  follow  for  three 
years.  He  is  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  and 
has  been  for  the  past  six  years.  He  married  Miss 
Sallie  Parker,  of  Arkansas,  daughter  of  l>aac  M. 
and  Mary  (Bingham)  Parker.  Of  this  union  have 
been  born  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  now 
living,  viz.  : Parker,  Robert,  Reuben  and  Edward. 
Mrs.  Brawner  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Chm-'li. 
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Mr.  Brawner  has  served,  as  sheriff  for  a number  of 
years,  and  in  1SS0  was  elected  deputy  assessor. 

Hugh  N.  Brooks  is  a butcher  by  trade  and  an 
enterprising  resident  of  Dermott,  Ark.  He  was 
born  near  the  mouth  of  Red  River  in  Louisiana, 
on  March  25,  1852,  being  a son  of  John  T.  Brooks, 
who  was  born  near  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  January 
8,  1816,  being  reared,  educated  and  married  there. 
He  followed  merchandising  and  farming  there  for 
some  time,  after  which  he  moved  to  Louisiana, 
and  settled  in  Point  Coupee  Parish,  where  he 
made  large  investments  and  became  prominent  as 
a dealer  in  real  estate.  He  was  a Roman  Catho- 
lic in  belief,  although  not  a member  of  the  Church, 
and  socially  was  a Master  Mason,  and  politically  a 
Democrat,  being  an  active  worker  in  the  interests 
of  his  party,  by  which  he  was  offered  many  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust  but  declined  them  all.  as 
he  had  no  desire  for  office.  His  death,  which 
occurred  January  IS,  1869.  was  a source  of  much 
regret  to  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him, 
for  he  was  a man  who  had  always  tried  to  do  as  he 
would  be  done  by,  and  his  many  noble  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart  were  seen  and  recognized.  His 
parents  were  born  in  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1 i <6,  settling  in  South  Caro- 
lina, moving  from  there  to  Missouri  in  1799, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
dying  at  an  advanced  age.  The  grandfather  was 
a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  severely 
wounded  in  battle,  the  wound  resulting  fatally 
after  many  years  of  disability.  The  mother  of 
Hugh  N.  Brooks,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
J.  Evans,  was  a native  of  Missouri,  born  March 
27,  1826,  and  was  a daughter  of  Berry  C.  and 
Nancy  (Taylor)  Brooks,  the  latter  dying  in  Drew 
County,  Ark.,  September  16,  1SSL  having  removed 
there  from  Louisiana  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band. John  T.  Brooks  and  his  wife  were  married 
in  Missouri,  in  1842,  and  became  the  parents  of 
fifteen  children — nine  sous  and  six  daughters — 
twelve  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  five  are 
now  living:  John  T.  (a  farmer  of  Louisiana), 
Hugh  N. , Mary  J.,  Sevaris  R.  and  Minnie  B. 
(who  is  going  to  school  in  Fayetteville,  Ark.), 
Those  deceased  are:  Mark.  William  B.  Henry  M., 
Perry  E.,  James  E.,  George  J..  Henry  M. , Jr., 
Annie  and  Narcissus.  Hugh  N.  Brooks  was  reared 
in  Point  Coupee  Parish,  La. hut  as  tlio  country 
was  very  wild  and  thinly  settled,  and  school-houses 
very  few,  his  educational  advantages  were  quite 
meager.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  com- 
menced the  battle  of  life  for  himself  as  a trader 
and  dealer  in  live  stock,  more  especially  cattle,  and 
after  being  thus  engaged  for  some  time  he  went  to 


Texas,  and  for  one  year  resided  near  Fort  Worth, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Arkansas,  and  in  1887 
settled  in  Desha  County,  where  he  opened  a small 
farm,  which  is  still  in  his  possession.  Besides 
this  property  he  has  landed  interests  in  Louisiana, 
at  and  near  his  father's  old  homestead,  but  he  has 
long  since  given  up  farming,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
the  butchering  business  at  Dermott.  He  is.  without 
doubt,  a self-made  man,  and  during  his  walk 
through  life  has  risen  from  adversity  to  the  enviable 
place  he  now  occupies  in  business  as  well  as  social 
circles.  He  is  a sober,  industrious  and  honest 
gentleman,  creditable  alike  to  his  sisters  and  broth- 
ers, and  to  tpe  community  in  which  he  lives.  He 
has  always  been  a stanch  Democrat,  and  in  his 
religious  belief  is  a Roman  Catholic,  but  not  a 
member  the  church. 

J.  E.  Bryan,  of  the  firm  of  Carlton  & Bryan, 
general  merchants  and  planters,  of  Luna  Landing. 
Chicot  Couuty.  Ark.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  in  1854.  and  is  the 
ninth  child  of  the  family  of  twelve  children  born  to 
L.  B.  and  Amoning  Bryan,  both  natives  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  and  who  were  called  away  from 
earthly  scenes  while  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
quite  small.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Missouri,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  com- 
menced life  for  himself  as  a farmer  and  trader. 
He  remained  in  Missouri  until  1875,  at  which  time 
he  moved  to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Chicot  County, 
encasing  in  planting  and  general  merchandising, 
a business  which  he  followed  at  that  place  until  1822. 
when  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  staying  only  one  year, 
when  he  came  to  Chicot  County,  settling  at  Luna 
Landing,  and  forming  the  partnership  above  men- 
tioned. Mr.  Bryan  is  a self-made  man,  and  has 
met  with  grand  success  in  all  his  business  ventures, 
and  is  socially  a most  agreeable,  cultured  and  in- 
tellectual gentleman.  In  the  spring  of  1880  Mr. 
Bryan  married  Miss  Lizzie  A allace,  daughter  of 
Eliza  Wallace,  and  to  them  have  been  born  five 
children,  viz. : Lem,  Yivie,  Inola,  Evan  and  Zora. 
Mrs.  Bryan  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Of  the  twelve  children  born  to  the  parents  of  Mr. 
Bryan,  only  the  following  are  living  at  the  present 
writing,  viz. : Gatcy.  Sarah  (Mrs.  R.  C.  Barrett), 
John,  Lizzie  (widow  of  Mr.  Hogan).  Jennie  (who 
is  the  wife  of  F.  M.  Ward),  E.  A.,  and  Annie  (wife 
of  John  Barrett  ). 

Henry  F.  Clark  is  of  Scotch-Jrisk  extrac- 
tion. and  is  a man  who  has  lived  an  energetic 
and  useful  life,  acquiring  thereby  a prominent 
place  among  the  progressive  farmers  of  Chicot 
Comity,  Ark.  He  was  born  in  Hinds  County,  Mi.-s.. 
October  24,  1835,  and  is  a sou  of  Archibald  Clark, 
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a native  of  North  Carolina,  whose  birth  occurred  j 
iu  the  year  1807.  He  was  also  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1803,  ho 
was  a prominent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  a Master  Mason.  He  was  an  Old  Line  AA'hig  in 
politics,  and  died  in  Meridian,  Miss.  His  wife, 
Nancy  A.  (McGraw)  Clark,  was  born  in  "Wilkinson 
Qounty,  Miss.,  in  1ST 2.  of  Scotch  parents,  and 
died,  in  Hinds  County.  Miss.,  in  1870.  Their  mar- 
riage took  place  in  Wilkinson  County,  Miss,  in 
1820,  and  the  result  of  their  union  was  a family  of 
ten  children:  Angus  Marion  (a  banker  of  Fresno, 
Cal.),  Melissa  E.  (the  widow  of  Judge  J.  F. 
Lowry,  of  Corsicana.  Tex.),  Henry  F.,  and 
Nancy  A.  (wife  of  J.  B.  Robertson,  a farmer  of 
Hinds  County.  Miss.),  are  the  only  ones  living. 
Those  deceased  are:  Susan  E.  (wife  of  John  Mc- 
Donald), Flora  P. , John  H. , James  W.,  Baldwin 
II.  and  Robert  H. , the  last  four  dying  in  Hinds  . 
County,  Miss.  Henry  F.  Clark’s  youth  was  spent 
in  this  county  and  State,  and  here  he  received  the 
advantages  of  the  common  schools,  and  commenced 
life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  as  a 
farmer  and  overseer,  but  as  early  as  1859,  he  re- 
moved to  Arkansas,  but  after  remaining  one  year 
returned  to  Mississippi.  In  1869  he  returned  to 
Arkansas,  and  settled  in  Chicot  County,  near  his 
present  place  of  abode,  and  here  he  has  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming  ever  since,  being  the 
owner  of  120  acres  of  good  land,  seventy-five  of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  all  well  adapted  to  rais- 
ing corn  and  cotton.  In  1861  Mr.  Clark  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  army,  in  Company  G,  Eighteenth 
Mississippi  Volunteer  Infantry.  Col.  Burt  Barks- 
dale's brigade.  Longstreet’s  corps,  and  was  in  the 
battles  of  Manassas,  all  the  preliminary  battles 
around  Richmond,  both  battles  of  Fredericksburg:, 
Sharpsburg,  Ball’s  Bluff,  Gettysburg,  where  he 
was  wounded  in  the  right  shoulder  by  a minie- 
ball,  which  disabled  him  from  further  service.  He 
had  the  ball  extracted  from  his  shoulder  in  1878, 
having  carried  it  for  fifteen  years.  He  is  an  un- 
compromising Democrat,  sincerely  interested  in  the 
success  of  tariff  reform,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Clark 
are  active  workers  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
They  are  charitable,  to  the  extent  of  their  ability, 
and  are  highly  honored  residents  of  the  county. 
They  were  married,  in  Chicot  County,  Ark.,  Oc- 
tober 22,  1874,  his  wife  being  Mrs.  Isalba  (Heard) 
McDermott,  a native  of  Mississippi,  and  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Heard,  an  eminent  physician  and 
surgeon.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  in  the 
birth  of  the  following  children:  Frank  L.  and 
Allie  M.  i who  died  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  three 
years).  Mrs.  Clark  has  three  children  by  her  first  j 


husband,  Benjamin  S.  McDermott,  who  died  in 
18(1.  their  names  being  Mabel  R.  (wife  of  W.  D. 
Trotter,  a merchant  at  Dermott),  Matt  A.,  also  a 
merchant  there),  and  Lizzie  L.  (wife  of  Burns 
Ma  son,  a farmer  of  Chicot  County). 

John  Curtis  Connerly,  a young  attorney  of 
Lake  Village,  Chicot  County,  was  born  in  Selma, 
Ala.,  June  25,  1856,  being  the  eldest  of  the  seven 
children  born  to  the  union  of  D.  C.  B.  and  Ellen 
(Taylor)  Connerly,  of  Newberry  District,  S.  C. 
D.  C.  B.  Connerly,  in  1887.  settled  at  Selma, 
afterward  attending  school  at  the  University  of  Ala- 
bama. Arriving  at  the  age  of  maturity,  engaged 
in  ministerial  duties  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  taking  charge  of  Centenary  Male  Institute 
at  Summerlield.  Dallas  County,  Ala.,  a position 
which  he  retained  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  resigned  to  enlist  in  the  Confederate  army  as 
private  in  Capt.  John  T.  (now  United  States  Sena- 
tor) Morgan’s  company,  continuing  to  serve  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  engaged  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Missionary  Ridge,  Lookout  Mountain,  Chat- 
tanooga. Franklin,  and  many  others,  and  was  taken 
prisoner  and  was  paroled  at  Selma,  Ala.  After 
peace  was  again  restored  through  the  country,  he 
returned  home,  living  on  his  farm  near  Summer- 
field.  At  that  place  he  founded  Stonewall  insti- 
tute, of  which  he  was  principal  and  taught  until 
1875,  in  which  year  he  emigrated  to  Huntsville, 
Ala.  In  the  winter  of  1875  lie  moved  to  Arka- 
delphia,  Ark..  January  10,  1875.  Here  he  estab- 
lished a school,  teaching  for  twelve  months,  and  in 
1878  moved  to  Hamburg,  Ashley  County,  where 
he  founded  a high  school,  which  is  now  under  the 
charge  of  Profs.  J.  H.  and  J.  S.  Gladney.  After 
acting  as  principal  of  this  school  until  January. 
] SS2,  51  r.  Connerly  moved  to  Austin,  Tex.,  his 
health  having  failed  very  much.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Camden,  Ark.,  June  12,  ISSi,  while  he 
was  on  his  way  to  the  house  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Airs.  Connerly,  the  wife  of  D.  C.  B. . 
breathed  her  last  in  June,  1884.  Of  the  seven  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  seven  are  living  now,  viz. : John 
Curtis,  Alice  Alav,  Frank  L.,  Alary  Iv.  ( wife  of  C. 
L.  Ale  ad),  Robert  H. , Bessie  L.  (who  married 
James  AY.  Greer),  and  Fred  T.  John  Curtis,  tlm 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  first  under  hF 
father’s  instruction,  which  prepared  him  for 'col- 
lege, and  at  the  age  of  twentv-four  entered  the 
University  of  Alabama,  at  Tuscaloosa,  wnere  be 
remained  one  year,  studying  the  sophomore  and 
junior  courses  at  the  same  time.  After  finishing 
school,  Air.  Connerly  returned  to  Hamburg  ami 
entered  the  olliee  of  Hon.  J.  AY.  A an  Gilder.  State 
Senator,  reading  law  for  six  months,  and  in  August, 
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1832,  was  licensed  to  plead  law  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas  by  the  circuit  court  of  Ashley  County, 
and  lias  since  been  licensed  to  practice  his  profes- 
sion in  all  tlie  courts,  both  Federal  and  State,  of 
the  State.  February.  1884.  he  married  Miss  Katie 
P.  Kramer,  of  New  Orleans,  daughter  of  Judge  P. 
J.  Cramer.  His  business  partner  is  his  brother. 
Robert  L.,  who  is  a rising  young  attorney  of  un- 
usual talent  and  ability.  Mr.  Connerly  has  in  his 
possession  a considerable  amount  of  real  estate. 

Robert  IT.  Connerly.  one  of  the  most  popular, 
learned  and  successful  young  attorneys  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  is  a brother  and  law  partner  of  John 
C.  Connerly,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this  history. 
He  was  born  near  Summerfield,  Ala.,  the  son  of  D. 
C.  B.  and  Ellen  (Taylor)  Connerly.  Like  Lis 
brother,  lie  first  received  instructions  at  home  from 
his  father,  who  was  a brilliant  scholar  and  well 
calculated  to  lay  the  foundation  for  the  successful 
career  of  his  children,  and  later  Robert  entered  the 
University  at  Austin,  Tex.,  commencing  life  for 
himself,  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen,  as  a farmer 
He  then  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  was  with  his 
brother,  Frank,  who  is  connected  with  the  Granite 
works  of  that  city.  In  January,  1886.  Mr.  Con- 
nerly moved  to  Lake  Village,  reading  law  under 
his  brother,  John  C.  In  the  fall  of  1880  he  was 
elected  county  surveyor,  an  office  which  he  held 
until  the  fall  of  1888,  at  which  time  he  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar,  and  the  same  year  entered  into  a 
partnership  with  his  brother,  John  C.  Connerly. 
The  firm  do  a large  business,  especially  real  estate 
and  chancery,  and  are  prominent  in  Lake  Village, 
a place  which  boasts  one  of  the  strongest  and  best 
bars  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

John  T.  Crenshaw  is  a native  Tennesseean,  born 
November  30,  1817,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  William 
Crenshaw,  of  Scotch  parentage,  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  'the  State  of  Tennessee.  He  was  an 
eminent  physician  and  surgeon,  a graduate,  of  the 
Louisville  Medical  College,  and  also  graduated 
from  the  literary  department  of  a Nashville  (Term.) 
college.  About  the  year  1850  he  removed  to 
Louisiana,  and  settled  in  Avoyelles  Parish,  the 
country  at  that  time  being  almost  a wilderness, 
and  here  actively  practiced  his  profession  for  about 
ten  years,  after  which  he  retired  from  the  profes- 
sion and  gave  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  became  a very  extensive  planter,  and  at 
one  time  owned  two  large  plantations,  but  during 
the  war,  was  almost  ruined  linaucially.  and  in  ISOS 
came  to  Arkansas,  and  resumed  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Drew  County,  continuing  until  his 
death,  in  1878.  Ho  was  a Democrat,  and  although 
not  a member  of  any  church,  was  a man  of  strict 
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morality.  He  was  married  in  Tennessee  to  Miss 
Henrietta  E.  Mickel berry,  a native  of  Shelby 
Countv,  and  by  her  became  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren: ' John  T."  and  Hattie  E.  (wife  of  H.  C.  Petti- 
cord ).  Airs.  Crenshaw’  was  a daughter  of  John 
Alickelberry.  and  died  January  5,  1852.  After  her 
death  Dr.  Crenshaw  married  a Airs.  Ross,  by  whom 
he  had  a family  of  two  sons  and  seven  daughters:  | 

Sallie,  Alary,  Benjamin,  Alattie,  Marcia,  Bradley 
and  Clara  (living),  and  Susan  and  James  (deceased). 
John  T.  Crenshaw  received  the  principal  part  of 
his  education  in  Louisiana,  but  in  i860  attended 
college  iu  Lebanon,  Tenn.  During  the  latter  part 
of  the  war  he  served  for  about  six  months  in  the 
Second  Louisiana  Cavalry,  and  afterward,  in  1847, 
started  out  in  life  for  himself,  as  a planter  and 
plantation  manager  in  Louisiana,  but  in  1S6J  re- 
moved to  Arkansas,  and  settled  iu  Chicot  County, 
where  he  became  a salesman  and  depot  agent. 
After  about  a year  spent  in  this  manner,  he  entered 
mercantile  life  on  his  own  account,  continuing 
until  1884,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a sales- 
man and  cotton  buyer,  and  to  some  extent  engaged 
in  farming,  being  the  owner  of  two  small  farms  in 
Chicot  County.  Besides  this,  he  owns  some  good 
business  property  in  the  town  of  Dermoit,  and  as  a 
business  man,  is  intelligent  and  active,  and  enjoys 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  citizens  among 
whom  he  has  so  long  lived.  While  in  Shelby 
County,  Term.,  he  was  married,  November  28. 
1875.  to  Aliss  Susan  E.  Adams,  a native  of  De  Soto 
County,  Aliss..  though  reared  in  the  former  county. 
She  is  a daughter  of  Collin  and  Francina  (Brown) 
Adams,  Tennesseeans,  born  Alav  26,  1814.  and  Jan- 
uary 5.  1815.  respectively,  and  are  now  residents 
of  Memphis,  Tenn.  Mrs.  Crenshaw  was  educated 
in  this  city.  Her  union  with  Air.  Crenshaw  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter: 
William  T.,  Ruby  F.  and  Agnew  G. 

John  B.  Daniels  is  possessed  of  those  advanced 
ideas  and  progressive  principles  regarding  agri- 
cultural life  which  are  always  the  chief  character- 
istics of  a successful  farmer.  His  birth  occurred 
in  AVilkinson  County.  Aliss..  December  24,  1852, 
and  he  is  a son  of  William  A.  Daniels,  also  a Mis- 
sissippian,  born  about  the  year  1821.  his  death 
occurring  Alarcli  2-Y  1868.  He  was  a successful 
farmer,  but  lost  heavily  by  unfortunate  business 
investments  which  he  made  in  his  latter  days.  He 
was  collecting  and  disbursing  officer  for  his  sec- 
tion. under  the  Confederate  Government,  during 
the  war,  and  after  the  war  was  a member  of  the 
Legislative  body  of  his  State  during  1846  and 
1867.  discharging  his  duties  faithfully  and  in  a 
highly  satisfactory  manner,  and  being  a Democrat. 
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sacrificed  much  for  the  success  of  the  party.  He 
was  a Master  Mason,  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  being  elder  in  the  same  for  many 
years  prior  to  his  death,  and  was  noted  for  his 
piety  and  religious  devotion,  living  an  exemplary 
Christian  life  under  all  circumstances  and  condi- 
tions. Ho  left  to  his  children  the  most  honorable 
and  valuable  of  all  heritages — a good  name  and 
an  unblemished  record  in  both  public  and  private 
life.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Miss  Car- 
oline L.  Buford,  a native  of  Amite  County,  Miss., 
where  she  was  reared  and  educated,  but  her  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Daniels  took  place  in  Granville,  Ohio, 
while  she,  was  there  finishing  her  literary  educa- 
tion at  college.  Their  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  the  following  children:  Adella  S.  (wife  of 

Robert  Lowry,  of  Texas),  John  B.,  Ida  I.  (wife  of 
N.  S.  Anderson,  a farmer  of  Mississippi),  Lily  A. 
(widow  of  J.  B.  Ki'isel,  a resident  of  Chicot 
County,  Ark.),  William  P.  (a  farmer  and  merchant 
of  Chicot  County),  Ernest  W.  (a  resident  of 
Tacoma.  Wash.),  and  Coral  L.  (wife  of  W.  S. 
Adams,  residing  in  Chicot  County).  Robert  J. 
died  in  Mississippi  in  1854.  Mrs.  Daniels  is  liv- 
ing on  the  old  homestead  near  Dermott,  Arlc.,  to 
which  she  removed  with  her  husband  and  family  in 
1858.  John  B.  Daniels,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  reared  in  Chicot  County,  and  here 
obtained  a fair  academic  education.  From  the 
time  lie  was  sixteen  until  he  attained  his  majority 
he  superintended  his  mother’s  business,  after 
which  he  began  for  himself  as  a farmer,  and  as 
such  still  continues.  He  was  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  1878-79,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time 
retired  from  this  business  and  returned  to  his  farm, 
to  which  he  is  devoting  all  his  time  and  attention. 
He  has  a fine  body  of  land  near  Dermott.  embrac- 
ing about  800  acres,  300  of  which  are  under  culti- 
vation, well  improved,  and  adapted  to  tbe  raising 
of  grain,  cotton  and  grasses,  but  the  most  of  the 
land  is  devoted  to  cotton  and  corn.  He  is,  to  a 
small  extent,  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  rais- 
ing cuttle,  hogs  and  sheep.  He  is  a member  of 
the  K.  of  PI.,  is  a Democrat  in  bis  political  views, 
and  for  several  years  has  been  deputy  collector  of 
taxes.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  he  is  an  elder,  occupying  a 
prominent  position  in  the  councils  of  his  church  at 
Dermott.  They  are  a truly  Christian  family,  and 
are  devoted  to  church  and  Sunday-school  work, 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  Mr.  Daniels  is  an 
honorable,  high-minded  gentleman,  whose  influ- 
ence for  good  reaches  far  beyond  the  narrow  con- 
fines of  the  community  in  which  lie  resides.  On 
October  ’29,  1885,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Annie 


Canon,  a native  of  Shelby  County,  Tenn.,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Q.  and  Mary  L.  (Smith)  Canon, 
who  were  born  in  South  Carolina  and  Shelby 
County,  Term.,  in  1820  and  1839  respectively. 
The  former's  death, occurred  in  1870,  and  the  lat- 
ter’s in  Crittenden  County,  Ark.,  in  February, 
1884,  she.  at  the  time  of  her  death,  being  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Williams,  of  Shelby  County.  Tenn., 
whom  she  married  in  1879,  removing  with  him  to 
Arkansas  in  1883.  Mr.  Daniels  and  wife  have 
two  children:  Bertie  C. .born  September  /,  1887, 
Robert  J..  born  August  29,  1889. 

Anthony  PI.  Davies  was  born  at  Derby,  Conn., 
April  28,  1798.  When  cpiite  young  he  came 
South,  and  first  located  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where 
he  found  employment  as  book-keeper  with  a firm 
by  the  name  of  Flowers  & Co.  : after  having  served, 
faithfully  in  that  capacity  for  several  years,  he 
moved  to  Columbia,  Ark.,  where  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  for  some  time,  gaining  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  all  whom  lie  came  in  contact 
with.  Finding  the  business  too  close  and  confining, 
he  sold  out,  and  while  on  a visit  to  Tnscumbia. 
Ala.,  he  fell  in  love  with  and  married  a Miss  .Al- 
dridge, by  whom  he  had  four  children.  After 
having  spent  five  or  six  years  in  Alabama,  he  re- 
turned to  Arkansas  and  purchased  a plantation  on 
Lake  Chicot,  which  he  named  Lake  Hall  planta- 
tion. While  on  a visit  to  Pjouisville,  Ivy. , Mrs. 
Davies  was  taken  sick  and  died  July  19,  1839. 
Three  years  later,  on  February  12.  1S41,  he  mar- 
ried a Miss  Mildred  P.  Gaines,  of  Boone  County, 
Ivy.,  who  at  the  time  was  visiting  her  brother,  B. 
M.  Gaines,  at  Natchez,  Miss.  Immediately  after 
the  marriage,  Air.  Davies  returned  to  Lake  Hall, 
where  he  lived  some  twenty  odd  years,  a useful  and 
honorable  life,  and  on  September  10,  1802,  died 
of  flux.  He  was  for  many  years  judge  of  the 
county  court,  over  which  office  he  wielded  the 
sword  of  justice  with  an  unerring  hand  and  a clear 
conscience.  He  was  a man  of  many  line  traits  of 
character  and  undoubted  integrity,  and,  like  Abou 
Ben  Adherm  was  one  who  loved  his  fellow-men.  He 
was  also  a loving  husband  and  a good  and  kind 
father.  At  his  death  Chicot  County  lost- one  of 
her  most  worthy  and  foremost  citizens.  By  his 
second  marriage  he  had  eight  children:  Pollard. 
Harpin.  Fannie  Walker,  Fredrick  Walter,  Anthony 
Lo grand  and  Abner  Gaines  (twins),  Robert  Geddes, 
Minnie  Pollard  and  Joseph. 

Felix  G.  Davis,  the  subject  of  Ibis  sketch,  was 
born  in  Illinois  in  1819,  and  is  the  son  of  Na- 
thaniel and  Hulda  Davis,  natives  of  Virginia  and 
Mississippi,  respectively.  The  father  received  an 
excellent  medical  education  in  the  State  of  \ ir- 
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ginia,  and  was  a physician  of  prominence.  He 
emigrated  to  Arkansas  in  1820,  locating  near 
Helena,  and  in  1830  settled  in  Chicot  County, 
where  he  breathed  his  last  in  1840.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  passed  his  youth  in  Arkansas.  W hen 
sixteen  years  old  he  attended  college  at  St.  Charles, 
Mo.,  and  after  completing  a four  years'  course,  re- 
turned home  on  account  of  the  ill  health  of  his 
father.  Air.  Davis  was  married  in  1848  to  Miss 
Alary  Lamb,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Alary  Lamb, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  England.  Of  this 
union  were  born  four  children,  only  one  of  whom 
is  now  living — Gertrude.  In  1880  Airs.  Davis  was 
called  away  from  the  scenes  of  earth,  leaving  a 
husband  who  still  mourns  his  loss.  Air.  Davis 
became  a minister  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  in  the  year  1887.  He  has  also  de- 
voted much  of  his  time  to  farming,  owning  a 
valuable  plantation.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  at  one  time  elected  to  represent  his  district 
in  the  Legislature;  was  justice  of  the  peace  for 
twenty  years.  He  is  a man  of  great  culture  and 
intellectual  force,  and  one  who  is  highly  esteemed 
throughout  Chicot  County. 

William  W.  Ford.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a prominent  citizen  and  popular  man  in  Lake- 
port,  Chicot  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Louisville, 
Ivy.,  in  1838,  and  is  a son  of  Nicholas  and  Alar- 
tlia  (Page)  Ford.  The  mother  was  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  father  of  Kentucky,  and 
the  latter  had  excellent  educational  advantages, 
was  a successful  merchant,  and  acquired  both 
fame  and  “worldly  gain”  during  his  life.  He 
died  when  thirty-eight  years  old,  and  when  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  William  AY.,  was  only  six 
years  old.  AYilliam  was  in  school  in  Paris,  Ivy., 
during  his  boyhood,  and  afterward  near  Frankfort, 
the  same  State,  and  emigrated  to  Arkansas  in  1858. 
where  his  mother  once  owned  a farm,  until  1862, 
at  which  date  he  enlisted  in  the  army,  and  was 
present  at  many  of  the  famous  battles.  At  Ar- 
kansas Post  he  was  captured  and  taken  to  Spring- 
field,  and  when  released  returned  to  Kentucky, and 
remained  there  until  the  close  of  the  war,  after 
which  he  settled  in  Chicot  County.  Ark.  He  mar- 
ried Aliss  Annie  Milton,  daughter  of  Bushrod  and 
Mary  Milton,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
children,  Pattie  P.  and  Catherine,  both  of  whom 
are  still  living.  Air.  Ford  is  in  the  mercantile 
business,  having  for  a partner  Air.  .Jeff  Peak. 
Besides,  he  is  largely  interested  in  stock-raising, 
and  owns  much  valuable  real  estate.  Mr.  Ford  is 
a Democrat,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  county  where  he  makes  his  home;  is  a 
Mason  and  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


Richard  M.  Gaines,  one  of  the  leading  attorneys 
of  Lake  Village,  arid  a brother  of  Abner  Gaines, 
a prominent  man  of  this  county,  is  a son  of 
John  II.  and  Hellen  Gaines.  Richard  was  born 
in  Chicot  County,  in  the  year  .1855,  was  educated 
at  Locust  Dctle  Academy,  Aladisou  County,  Va., 
and  was  there  prepared  for  the  senior  class  for  the 
University  of  Virginia,  but  instead  of  attending  the 
last-named  school  as  he  expected,  came  home  in 
1874,  teaching  and  farming  until  such  time  as  he 
began  reading  law  under  Alayor  James  F.  Robin- 
son, and  was  licensed  to  plead  at  the  bar  in  Janu- 
ary. 1870,  locating  in  this  village,  where  he  has 
since  followed  his  profession  very  successfully, 
numbering  to-day  arnoDg  the  prominent  lawyers 
in  the  State.  In  1880  Air.  Gaines  was  elected 
county  treasurer,  and  again  in  1882,  making  in 
all  four  years  that  he  held  that  responsible  posi- 
tion. He  was  married  to  Aliss  Alary  P.  Chapman 
in  1888,  who  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  a thoroughly  attractive  lady.  Polit- 
ically, the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a strong  Demo- 
crat, and  favors  all  public  improvements  that 
promise  comfort,  health,  and  happiness  to  the  citi- 
zens. He  owns  about  1,500  or  2,000  acres  of  valu- 
able farming  land  that  is  in  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation. and  is,  taking  all  his  estates  and  practice 
into  consideration,  a wealthy  man. 

John  AY.  Gordon.  He  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch  was  born  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  1S57, 
and  is  the  son  of  J.  C.  and  Alabama  Gordon.  The 
father  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1859,  settling  where 
he  now  lives,  and  owns  a valuable  estate  which  is 
well  cultivated.  He  was  twice  married,  and  by  his 
first  marriage  had  four  children,  all  of  whom  are 
dead.  His  second  wife  is  the  mother  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  and  to  this  union  there  were 
likewise  born  four  children,  of  whom  John  AY. 
and  Victoria  (Airs.  Emmett  Gorman)  are  living. 
The  father  died  in  1807.  He  served  four  years  in 
the  Confederate  army  during  the  late  war,  and 
then  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  The  mother 
is  still  on  the  old  homestead.  John  AY.  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  Chicot  County,  and 
at  the  ao-e  of  eleven  commenced  to  work  for  him- 

O t 

self,  as  a laborer  on  a farm,  working  thus  until  lie 
reached  his  eighteenth  year,  at  which  time  he 
emigrated  to  the  Lone  Star  State,  being  'while 
there  a cowboy  on  the  plains,  and  in  187  / re- 
turned home  to  take  charge  of  his  mother's  farm, 
on  which  he  has  resided  up  to  the  present  date. 
In  1884  he  married  Aliss  Flora  A.  Gorman,  daugh- 
ter of  John  F.  and  Flora  Gorman.  To  Air.  .and 
Airs.  Gordon  have  been  born  four  children,  viz.  : 
Ada  T. , Alary  E.,  Abner  G.  and  George  D.  Airs. 
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Gordon  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  | 
Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a very  pub 
lie-spirited  man,  generous,  open-hearted  and  kind,  j 
He  is  a Democrat,  and  has  served  as  deputy  sheriff  I 
for  four  years. 

Herbert  W.  Graves  of  Sterling,  Chicot  County,  ! 
Ark. , was  born  in  Windham  County,  Yt. , on  Febru- 
ary 13,  1843,  and  is  a son  of  Alphus  and  Fannie  ; 
(Goodell)  Graves,  who  were  natives  of  Massacliu-  ] 
setts  and  Vermont,  respectively.  The  father  was 
a miuister  of  the  Congregational  Church,  was  a 
graduate  of  Union  College  in  New  York,  and  also  j 
attended  the  East  V indsor  Theological  Seminary. 
Conn.,  and  was  a prominent  and  loved  minister  of  ! 
that  denomination  for  a period  of  forty-five  years,  i 
the  greatest  part  of  that  time  being  passed  in  the  j 
States  of  Iowa  and  Minnesota.  He  has  now  retired  j 
from  his  labor,  and  resides  in  Memphis,  Term. , 
and  is  seventy- four  years  old,  and  the  mother  of  | 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  only  two  years  younger. 
Herbert  V.  Graves  passed  most  of  his  youth  in  ; 
Iowa,  having  moved  there  with  bis  father  at  the  [ 
age  of  eleven,  and  attending  good  schools,  where  j 
he  received  a thorough  education.  At  the  age  of  ! 
twenty-one  Mr.  Graves  began  life  for  himself,  and  ; 
gave  his  attention  to  mercantile  business.  After  \ 
clerking  three  years  he  formed  a partnership  with  I 
his  former  employers.  In  the  fall  of  1867  he  em-  i 
igrated  to  Chicot  County.  Ark.,  where  he  resides  ! 
at  the  present  writing.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this 
place  he  opened  a mercantile  business  at  Columbia,  i 
and  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  was  elected  county 
clerk  of  Chicot  County,  and  held  this  important  | 
office  for  ten  years.  When  he  moved  to  Sterling  ! 
he  opened  up  an  extensive  mercantile  business,  and  j 
carries  a splendid  stock  of  goods.  He  also  owns  ! 
valuable  farm  property  at  Sterling  and  in  the  State  ! 
of  Louisiana,  and  is  engaged  in  planting  and  mer-  1 
cantile  business  at  both  places. 

Edwin  S.  Hilliard,  planter  and  merchant  of  i 
Grand  Lake,  Ark.  He  whose  name  heads  this  j 
sketch  is  very  prominent  in  the  county  of  Chicot.  ! 
He  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Kv.,  in  1850,  and  | 
is  a son  of  Isaac  H.  and  Mariam  (Brannin)  Hilliard, 
the  former  being  a nativeof  North  Carolina  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  latter  of  the  Blue-Grass  State.  The 
father  was  a planter  and  merchant,  being  one  of  the 
iirm  of  Hilliard.  Summers  A Co.  .of  New  Orleans,  La. 
The  only  two  surviving  children  born  to  their  union 
were  Isaac  IT.  (who  died  in  1882’)  and  the  subject 
of  the  present  sketch.  Edwin’s  early  life  was  , 
spent  partly  in  Arkansas  and  partly  in  Kentucky.  ■ 
where  he  attended  school  through  most  of  the  years  i 
until  he  reached  manhood.  He  was  compelled  to 
begin  life  for  himself  at  an  early  age,  because  of 


the  war  which  had  financially  ruined  his  father. 
For  two  years  he  worked  in  Louisville.  Ivy.,  and  in 
i860  moved  to  Chicot  County,  where  he  has  re- 
sided ever  since,  and  where  he  owns  some  valuable 
lands.  Besides  the  other  branches  of  business  in 
which  he  is  engaged,  Mr.  Hilliard  is  beginning  to 
raise  stock,  and  has  a store  where  he  sells  general 
merchandise.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  but 
takes  no  active  part.  He  is  a man  of  great  public 
spirit,  and  very  popular  in  the  community  in  which 
he  resides. 

Samuel  E.  Hornor.  Since  the  history  of  any 
county  must  necessarily  be  dependent  upon  the 
lives  of  great  men  who  reside  there  for  the  interest 
with  which  the  public  peruse  its  pages,  such  men 
as  Samuel  F.  Hornor  are -deservedly  honored  and 
beloved  by  the  citizens,  whose  interests  they  ad- 
vance, both  in  a social  and  business  way.  He  was 
born  in  t his  county,  being,  therefore  both  by  natural 
claims  and  preference,  among  the  great  men  of  this 
locality,  and  by  his  personal  success  and  desire  to  be 
of  assistance  to  those  less  blessed  by  circumstances 
and  financial  achievements,  he  has  endeared  him- 
self to  the  people  throughout  the  c-ounty.  An  act- 
ive member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  a leader 
in  public  enterprises  and  State  questions;  he  has 
been  magistrate  of  his  district  for  the  past  twelve 
years,  and  was  at  one  time  school  director,  mani- 
festing- a lively  regard  for  educational  matters. 
He  is  the  youngest  of  a family  of  five  children,  and 
his  days  have  been  most  agreeably  passed  within 
the  limits  of  his  native  State.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  the  subject  of  this  sketch  took  upon  his 
own  sholders  the  burden  and  responsibility  of 
‘ ‘ bread- winning,’’  and  at  once  turned  his  attention 
to  farming.  In  1 871  he  married  Miss  Alice  M. 
AVi  t-liom,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Long) 
AVithom.  and  of  this  union  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren: Mary  E.,  Theodore  S. . Mattie  M. . Hattie  B., 
John  S. , and  a baby  not  yet  named,  all  of  whom 
are  still  living.  Mr.  Hornor  is  the  fortunate  pos- 
sessor of  a valuable  plantation,  which  yields  a 
princely  annual  income. 

Victor  M.  Johnson.  He  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch  is  a prominent  and  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Lakeport,  Ark.,  and  the  history  of  Chicot 
County  gains  much  of  interest  by  claiming  for  its 
pages  one  so  deserving  of  praise  and  admiration. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  this  county  in  1S03,  and 
is  a son  of  Lycurgns  and  Lydia  (Taylor)  Johnson, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  far-famed  Blue- 
Grass  State.  The  father  gave  most  of  his  attention 
to  tilling  the  soil,  and  was  a gentleman  of  superior 
education,  having  graduated  with  honors  at  Bards- 
town  Ky.,  and  ranking  among  the  Kentuckians 
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noted  for  hospitality,  dignity  and  social  culture. 
He  amassed  a large*  fortune  during  the  span  of 
years  allotted  him,  and  emigrated  to  Chicot  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  where  he  engaged  in  planting,  and  passed 
the  latter  portion  of  his  life  surrounded  by  the 
peaceful  and  beautiful  charms  of  a rural  life,  free 
from  the  busy  din  of  city  life,  and  where,  surrounded 
by  all  the  comforts  that  wealth  can  provide,  he  lived 
happily  and  contentedly  until  lie  reached  his  fifty- 
eighth  year.  To  them  were  born  twelve  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  now  living,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  being  the  youngest  of  the  family.  The 
names  of  these  children  are:  .Joel,  .John  TI. . Bent 
T.,  Mary  J.,  Linnie,  Theodore.  Annie,  Carl,  Walter 
L.,  Julia  J.  and  Victor  M.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  Victor,  attended  school  during  a great  part 
of  his  early  life,  and  when  older  entered  the  Ar- 
kansas University,  at  Little  Bock,  where  he  re- 
mained a number  of  years;  he  attended  Bellevue 
Hospital  at  New  York,  and  graduated  from  that 
celebrated  school  in  1S8S,  at  which  date  he  returnd 
home  to  practice  medicine,,  and  has  been  kept  busy 
with  his  chosen  profession  up  to  the  present  time, 
and  is  considered  an  excellent  physician.  Besides 
he  has  a good  deal  of  real  estate,  which  is  valuable 
and  is  in  a tine  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Johnson 
belongs  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  while  he  is 
not  specially  active  in  political  matters,  yet.  at  the 
same  time,  he  is  always  ready  to  advance  the  cause 
of  every  worthy  enterprise  and  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 

John  H.  Lee.  Prominent  among  the  highly 
respected  and  genial  men  who,  by  their  industry, 
genius,  and  wide-awake  way  of  solving  the  prob- 
lems of  life  is  he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
A son  of  Henry  and  Susan  M.  (Massy)  Lee.  he  was 
born  in  Shelby  County  in  1S52.  His  parents  were 
natives  of  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  respectively, 
and  the  former  was  a physician,  but  preferring  the 
freedom  of  outdoor  exercise,  abandoned  his  pro- 
fession to  devote  his  attention  to  farming.  When 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  only  one  year  old, 
the  family  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  locating  in 
Drew  County.  At  the  present  date  the  father  re- 
sides in  Ashley  County,  having  reached  his 'sixty- 
seventh  year.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in 
the  year  1884.  John  H.  Lee  enjoyed  good  educa- 
tional advantages  in  his  youth,  attending  the  pub 
lie  schools  of  his  county  until  he  had  prepared 
himself  for  the  battle  of  life,  and  made  his  iirst 
venture  in  the  business  world  as  a clerk  in  a dry 
goods  house,  which  position  he  continued  to  till 
most  creditably  until  1878.  In  that  year  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Gertrude  L.  Davis,  daughter  of  Felix  G. 
and  Mary  (Lamb)  Davis.  Immediately  after  his 


marriage  Mr.  Lee  began  fanning,  an  occupation 
that  he  follows.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  have  been, 
born  seven  children,  viz.:  Lou  Ellen.  Mary  S. , 

Cleveland  D..  Mattie  C.,  John  B.,  Joseph  M . and 
an  infant,  who  died  without  being  named.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  owns  a valuable  farm  of  140 
acres.  In  politics  he  is  a member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  also  belongs  to  several  prom- 
inent lodges. 

Thomas  N.  Llewellyn.  He  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch  is  a successful  and  enterprising  farmer, 
and  also  a clerk  in  the  store  of  W.  \Y.  Ford,  of  Chicot 
County.  He  is  a son  of  J.  R.  and  Susan  (Humphrey) 
Llewellyn,  natives  of  Virginia,  both  of  whom  were 
of  Welsh  descent.  Upon  coming  to  America  the 
Llewellyns  located  in  Baltimore,  the  Humphreys 
settling  in  Charleston,  Ya  John  Llewellyn  was  a 
successful  business  man.  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Vicksburg,  where  he  did  an  immense 
mercantile  business.  In  the  latter  part,  of  the 
thirties,  during  the  panic  in  commercial  circles,  he 
failed,  but  previously  had  purchased  600  acres  of 
valuable  land  in  Arkansas,  and  when  he  moved  to 
the  latter  named  State  he  brought  with  him  slaves 
and  commenced  to  clear  up  and  cultivate  his  estate. 
Just  before  the  war  he  added  to  his  possessions 
considerable,  engaging  extensively  in  planting, 
and  when  the  war  broke  out  he  owned  1,200  acres 
of  tine  land,  but  lost  the  greater  part  of  his  prop- 
erty. lie  was  a member  of  the  levee  board  of  this 
county,  which,  to  people  here,  seems  one  of  the 
most  important  positions  a man  can  hold.  He 
died  July  1,  1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  The 
mother  is  still  living  and  enjoys  good  health.  Of 
the  nine  children  born  to  them,  only  the  following- 
are  living  at  the  present  time,  viz.  : Eugene,  Sadie 
C..  Ellen  C. . Adele  (Mrs.  4\  . H.  Elders),  Edw.  C., 
Charley,  Richard.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  December  28,  1856,  and  was  educated  in 
Locust  Dale,  Madison  County,  Ya.,  but  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  received  a severe  wound  and  was  forced 
to  return  home,  and  when  fifteen  years  old  went  to 
St.  Louis  as  office  boy  for  his  brother-in-law.  Mr. 
Elder,  and  in  1880  moved  to  Chicot  County,  and 
accepted  a position  to  clerk  in  a store,  an  occupa- 
tion which  he  has  followed  largely  to  the  present 
time.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  politically  is  a strong  Democrat. 

A.  N.  McDaniel,  a prominent  citizen  of  Lake 
Village  and  popular  saloon-keeper,  was  born  in 
the  State  of  Kentucky  on  January  8.  1841.  and 
is  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Nancy  (McDaniel.  The 
father  is  a farmer  in  the  Blue-Grass  State.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  at  the  battle  of  New 


■ 


. 

. / •-  ni4, 

■ , >;  / . : Ml  : 1 


JOTS 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Orleans.  Of  the  eleven  children  in  the  family 
only  the  following  are  now  living,  viz.:  AV.  H. , A. 
N.,  Melissa  (Mrs.  James  Brown),  Josh  13.,  Susan, 
Alary,  Allie  A.  (wife  of  William  Carlisle),  James 
F.  and  Eliza  J.  (wife  of  Thomas  Aliggins).  A. 
N.  McDaniel,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  commenced  life  for 
j himself  in  a financial  way  by  working  on  a farm, 
but  only  labored  a short  time.  When  he  came  to 
Chicot  County  he  engaged  in  planting  for  two 
years,  and  in  188(1  commenced  the  saloon  business 
and  was  in  that  two  years,  when  he  sold  out  and 
engaged  in  running  a tug  on  Lake  Chicot  from 
1882  to  1SS5.  At  the  end  of  which  time  he 
once  more  opened  a saloon,  and  since  1SS6  he  has 
been  freight  agent  at  this  place.  He  was  married, 
in  lSGo,  to  Aliss  Sarah  F.  Brown,  daughter  of  T. 
C.  Brown,  of  Kentucky,  and  their  union  has  beeu 
j blessed  with  eight  children,  viz. : Luella,  Aerona 
(wife  of  H.  Webb,  of  Kentucky),  Nannie  13., 
Ernestine,  Rosa.  Gallic,  Thomas  and  Dessie.  Alr- 
j McDaniel  owns  a large  amount  of  valuable  real 
estate,  and  is  a successful  and  popular  citizen  of 
i the  village  in  which  he  resides. 

Philander  AIcDermott  has  been  a resident  of 
Arkansas  since  his  birth,  and  his  example  of  indus- 
try and  earnest  and  sincere  endeavor  to  succeed  in 
life  is  well  worthv  the  imitation  of  the  rising  gen- 
! eraticn.  He  was  born  on  Aiay  11.  1846,  in  the 
territory  now  included  in  Chicot  County,  at  which 
i time  the  State  was  a Territory  and  the  country  a 
wilderness.  Dr.  Charles  AIcDermott,  his  father, 
was  a native  Louisianian,  born  September  22. 
ISOS,  and  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  receiving 
his  early  education  there  and  finishing  his  course 
at  Yale  College,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  with  high  honors.  He  entered  the  col- 
i lege  about  the  year  1834,  when  Rev.  Lyman 
j Beecher  was  one  of  its  prominent  professors  and 
was  a classmate  of  Joseph  E.  Benjamin,  now  Lord 
Beaconsiield.  Later  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, attending  the  lectures  at  a celebrated  medical 
college,  and  upon  his  graduation  ranked  among 
the  highest  in  his  class.  He  began  practicing  his 
profession  in  Louisiana,  where  he  became  eminent 
as  a physician  and  surgeon.  He  was  for  many 
years  a prominent  correspondent  of  the  Scientific 
American,  in  which  lie  was  among  the  first  to  dis- 
cuss and  favor  the  germ  theory  of  diseases.  He 
removed  from  his  native  State  to  the  Territory. of 
Arkansas  in  1838,  continuing  his  practice,  and 
here  also  became  a prominent  planter,  opening  up 
a farm  of  about  2,000  acres  in  Chicot  County,  near 
where  the  flourishing  and  enterprising  town  of 


Dermott  is  now  situated,  the  town  being  named  in 
his  honor.  He  was  a man  whose  intellect  was  far 
above  the  average,  and  to  his  fine  natural  abilities 
were  added  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  a use- 
ful and  well-spent  life.  He  was  well  known  for 
his  devotion  to  the  church,  being  a strict  Presby- 
terian, and  endeavored  in  ever)  way  to  rear  his 
children  in  the  faith  which  he  loved  and  obeyed. 
Being  an  uncompromising  Southern  man,  he  be- 
came a voluntary  exile  to  Spanish  Honduras  after 
the  late  Rebellion,  and  remained  there  about  two 
years,  being  a resident  of  Tegucigalpa,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  also 
made  large.investments  in  real  estate  which  proved 
a great  loss  to  him.  Finding  that  he  could  not 
live  there  in  peace,  on  account  of  his  outspoken 
views  on  the  subject  of  religious  customs  of  that 
country,  and  owing  to  repeated  but  baffled  attempts 
to  assassinate  him,  he  disposed  of  his  business 
there  and  returned  to  his  native  land,  very  much 
reduced  in  means,  the  most  of  his  property  having 
been  spent  in  trying  to  establish  himself  and  family 
in  their  adopted  home  under  a new  and  strange 
government.  Possessing  a hopeful  and  determined 
disposition,  he  was  not  disheartened  by  his  losses, 
but  again  entered  actively  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  and  retrieved  in  a measure  his  fallen 
fortunes.  His  death,  which  occurred  October  13, 
1886.  was  mourned  by  all.  for  be  was  public- 
spirited.  honorable  and  upright  to  a degree  that 
commanded  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all. 
His  wife,  who  was  Aliss  Hettie  S.  Smith,  was  born 
in  Louisiana,  in  ISIS,  and  was  a daughter  of 
Ozane  Smith,  an  extensive  sugar  planter  of  Louisi- 
ana. Their  marriage  took  place  about  1834,  and 
their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  sixteen  chil- 
dren— ten  sons  and  six  daughters — only  five  of: 
whom  are  now  living:  Jane  (wife  of  Rev.  AI.  V. . 
Shaw,  of  Clinton,  La.).  Katie  (wife  of  P.  E. 
Lambert,  a merchant  of  Alouticello,  Ark,),  Philan- 
der. Charles  A.  (a  merchant  of  Adsalia.  Cal. ),  and 
Dr.  Edward  O.  (a  prominent  young  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Dermott  . Those  deceased  are  \\  illiam, 
Benjamin.  Susan,  Emily,  Edward.  Sr.,  Scott,  Sr.. 
Scott.  -Jr.,  Alaggie  (wife  of  J.  13.  Alercer),  A\  illiam, 
Jr.,  Annie  B.  (wife  of  J.  It.  Anderson),  and  one 
that  died  in  infancy  unnamed.  Philander  AIc- 
Dermott-. whoso  name  heads  this  sketch,  was  reared 
in  Chicot  County,  Ark. , receiving  fair  early  advan- 
tages, but  his  collegiate  course  was  abruptly  ter 
minuted  by  the  Civil  AYar,  iu  which  he  became  a 
soldier  before  he  had  reached  hK  sixteenth  year. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  wai  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  Second  Arkansas  Consolidated  Regiment, 
and  served  throughout  the  entire  war,  surrendering 
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at  Marshall,  Tex.,  in  1805.  He  was  in  the  bailies 
at  Mount  Elba,  Mark’s  Y till,  Roy  son  Springs, 
Jenkins’  Perry,  and  numerous  smaller  engage- 
ments and  skirmishes.  After  his  return  home  he 
began  life  as  a farmer,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
which  work  received  his  attention  until  1.S85,  when 
he  rented  out  his  farm  and  entered  the  mercantile 
business  at  Dermott.  his  stdek comprising  druggists’ 
materials,  sundries  and  light  groceries,  being 
valued  at  $2,000  or  $2,500.  He  has  done  well  in 
his  business  ventures,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the 
well-to-do  residents  of  the  county.  September  7, 
1866,  he  was  married  in  Amite  County.  Miss.,  to 
Miss  Ella  Jenkins,  a native  of  that  State  and 
county,  a daughter  of  Ransom  Jenkins,  who  is 
now  deceased,  but  was  formerly  a prominent  cotton 
I planter  of  that  county.  Her  mother  is  now  the 
wife  of  Dr,  Thomas  Jackson,  and  resides  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Mississippi.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Dermott are  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Arthur.  Ada.  Benjamin,  Hettie,  Emma 
and  Stinson.  Mr.  McDermott  and  his  wife  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  in  his  political  views  he  is  a Democrat,  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  success  of  the  party, 
both  locally  and  nationally.  He  is  upright  and 
honorable  in  every  respect,  and  enjoys  to  the  high- 
est degree  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  tire  citi- 
zens of  Chicot  County. 

Dr.  Edward  O.  McDermott  is  tire  youngest 
• child  born  to  Dr.  Charles  and  Hettie  (Smith) 
McDermott,  a short  record  of  whom  is  given  in  the 
sketch  of  Philander  McDermott.  He  was  born  in 
Monticello,  Drew  County,  Ark.,  March  11.  1862, 
receiving  early  and  careful  training  in  the  schools 
near  his  home,  after  which  he  supplemented  his 
education  by  an  attendance  at  the  Southwestern 
Presbyterian  University,  being  senior  member  of 
his  class,  but  failed  to  graduate,  owing  to  the 
death  of  his  father  which  occurred  at  this  time. 
He  is,  however,  a gentleman  of  tine  literary  and 
scientitic  attainments,  and  being  desirous  of  fol- 
lowing iu  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  and  having  a 
natural  taste  for  the  science  of  medicine,  he  began 
his  medical  studies  in  1880.  continuing  through  the 
years  1881—86,  Drs.  P.  C.  Pope  and  $ a under--  being 
liis  preceptors.  He  attended  the  Tulane  University, 
of  New  Orleans.  La.,  during  the  sessions  of  1 886-8-1, 
and  in  1886-87  was  an  attendant  of  the  Louisville 
(Kv. ) University,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  with  honors  in  the  latter  year.  He 
immediately  entered  upon  his  practice  at  Dermott, 
after  leaving  the  college  at  New  Orleans,  and  here 
has  since  made  his  home,  with  the  exception  of 
| the  time  spent  at  Louisville,  as  above  stated.  He 


is  devoting  his  entire  time  and  talent  to  his  profes- 
sion, and  so  far  success  has  crowned  his  efforts  to  a 
very  encouraging  degree,  the  patronage  which  he 
now  enjoys  being  large  and  lucrative.  April  4,  1 884, 
he  was  married,  at  Greensburg,  La. . to  Miss  Nannie 
P.  M ood,  a native  of  Mississippi,  where  she  was 
reared  and  educated,  finishing  her  education  at 
Silliman  Institute,  at  Clinton,  La.  She  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Douglas  M ood,  of  Mississippi,  who  is 
now  deceased,  his  widow7  being  now  the  wife  of 
Rev.  James  S.  Parker,  a Methodist  minister,  of 
Bolton,  Miss.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  have  had 
one  son  born  to  them,  his  birth  occurring  May 
12,  1885,  and  his  death  August  22,  1887.  Dr. 
McDermott  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  death 
of  his  wife,  August,  1887.  she  having  been  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
for  a number  of  years.  The  Doctor  is  a Pres- 
byterian, a member  of  the  K.  of  H.,  and  polit- 
ically, is  an  uncompromising  Democrat.  He 
is  one  of  the  well-read  physicians  of  the  county, 
and  in  his  professional,  as  well  as  in  his  private 
life,  he  inherits  many  of  his  noted  father’s  ster- 
ling qualities,  and,  like  him,  is  highly  esteemed  by 
his  fellow-men. 

TV  alfou  H.  Mathis.  A limited  description  of 
the  life,  birth  and  success  of  him  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch  will  greatly  add  to  the  value  and 
interest  of  the  history  of  Chicot  County,  since  ire 
ranks  pre-eminently  among  the  popular  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  this  place.  Mr.  Mathis  was  born 
in  Columbia,  Chicot  County,  Ark.,  in  March,  1845, 
being  a son  of  Martin  and  Eugenia  Mathis,  natives 
of  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  respect- 
ively. Walton  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  and  his  educational  advantages  were  slightly 
limited  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  late  war  left  the 
family  somewhat  financially  crippled.  He  enlisted 
in  the  great  civil  strife  in  1862,  on  the  side  of  the 
Confederacy,  being  at  the  time  only  sixteen  years 
old,  and  figured  conspicuously  and  bravely  in  the 
heart  of  many  of  the  famous  battles  and  minor  skir- 
mishes. At  Corinth  he  was  wounded,  and  was 
discharged  at  Port  Hudson.  After  this  he  re- 
turned home,  but  joined  another  company,  and 
fought  until  discharged  at  Marshall,  Texas. 
Again  returning  to  the  land  that  first  sheltered  his 
infancy,  he  commenced  farming,  and  at  one  time 
moved  to  Mississippi,  but  in  1875  once  more  set- 
tled in  Chicot  County,  since  which  time  he  has  re- 
mained here.  He  was  married  in  1870  to  Miss 
Margaret  F Gordon,  daughter  of  Joseph,  and  a 
native  of  Alabama.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
two  children:  Walton  E.  (who  died  when  only 
eighteen  months  old),  and  Magnett  M.  His  wife 
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died  in  April,  1873,  and  Mr.  Mathis  was  again 
married  to  Mrs.  Mary  Ellis,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  children,  viz.:  Oscar  (living)  and  Victor 
(who  died  in  infancy).  He  owns  a large  estate,  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
j a Mason  and  a K.  of  F. 

Joseph  13.  Mercer  is  a well-known  citizen  of 
Chicot  County,  and  is  a leading  merchant  of  Her-  j 
mott.  He  was  born  in  Greene  County.  Tenn. , J 
April  24,  .1852,  and  is  a son  of  Elbert  F.  Mercer, 

; who  was  a native  Tennesseean,  born  in  1S12,  and  . 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  State,  mak- 
ing Tennessee  his  home  until  his  death  in  1807. 
j He  was  a successful  farmer  for  many  years,  and  by  • 
hi.s  industry  and  frugality  amassed  a handsome  ; 
property  prior  to  his  death.  Being  a mau  of  tine 
business  attainments,  he  was  elected  county  clerk  | 
of  Greene  County  on  the  Democrat  ticket,  and  this 
position  held  for  fourteen  consecutive  years,  being 
at  last  displaced  by  the  reconstruction  measures  , 
adopted  in  that  and  other  Southern  States  after  the 
termination  of  the  Civil  War.  He  was  true  to  all  j 
the  interests  and  principles  of  the  Democratic  party, 

| and  was  always  active  in  the  support  of  its  meas- 
ures and  doctrines.  He  was  an  exemplary  member 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for 
many  years  prior  to  his  death  was  an  elder,  taking 
an  active  interest  in  church  and  Sunday-school  j 
work.  His  religion,  being  a part  of  his  life,  was  j 
duly  observed  in  all  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow- 
men,  and  his  public  and  private  record  are  a mon- 
ument and  tribute  to  his  memory.  Mary  A.  (Nor- 
wood) Mercer,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Blount  County, 
j Term.,  in  1816,  and  was  a daughter  of  John  Nor- 
wood, a Tennesseean,  and  was  reared,  educated 
and  married  in  her  native  State,  making  her  home 
there  until  she  passed  from  life  in  1858.  She  and  | 
Mr.  Mercer  were  married  in  1831.  and  ten  sons  i 
j and  six  daughters  blessed  their  union,  fifteen  of  j 
whom  are  living:  Elizabeth,  Recina.  Wayne,  Mar-  , 
tha,  Thomas,  Charles,  Franklin,  James,  Catherine, 

! Joseph  B.,  Mary,  William.  Nannie,  Hugh  and 
Mary  A.  John  died  in  infancy.  Eleven  of  these 
children  are  married  and  have  homes  of  their  own. 
Joseph  B.  Mercer  resided  in  Greene  County,  Tenn., 
throughout  his  youthful  days,  and  received  a fair 
academic  education  in  the  Ma-heim  Institute,  but 
; believing  that  Arkansas  presented  better  opportu- 
nities for  a young  man  to  succeed  in  life  than  his  ■ 
native  State,  he  removed  thither  in  1870,  when  but 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  for  two  years  worked  as 
a farm  laborer  in  Chicot  County.  He  then  turned 
his  attention  to  railroading,  securing  a position  as 
fireman  on  the  Mississippi,  Ouachita  A Red  River 
Railroad,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  was  promoted 


to  locomotive  engineer,  which  position  he  held  fur 
about  ten  years,  faithfully  discharging  his  duties  to 
his  employers  and  with  great  credit  to  himself.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  lie  again  interested  himself  in 
agriculture,  his  labors  being  conducted  on  a farm  on 
Bayou  Bartholomew  in  Chicot  County,  Ark.,  and 
after  being  thus  occupied  for  four  years  he  entered 
the  mercantile  business  at  Dormott,  where  he  is 
still  holding  forth,  his  stock  of  general  merchan- 
dise being  valued  at  83,500  or  81,000.  Besides 
this  property  he  owns  the  only  livery  stable  in  (he 
town,  and  has  some  valuable  real  estate  near  bv. 
seventy-five  acres  of  which  are  under  excellent  cul- 
tivation, the  principal  products  being  corn  and  cut 
ton,  although* all  the  cereals  can  bo  raised  in  abun- 
dance. Mr.  Mercer  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  II. 
belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  a model 
citizen  in  every  respect,  and  has  worked  his  wav 
from  a poor  boy  to  his  present  honorable  position 
in  society.  November  28,  1875,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Margaret  McDermott,  a native  of  Chicot 
County,  Ark.,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  and  Het- 
tie  S.  McDermott,  a history  of  whom  is  given  in 
the  sketch  of  Philander  McDermott,  and  their 
union  was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  seven  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Katie  Belle,  Eula 
Sue,  Charles  F.  and  Ethel.  Those  deceased  are 
Mary  AY.,  Ethel  O.  and  Mary  Anna.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  on  April  3,  1889,  she  hav- 
ing been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  a 
devout  Christian,  whose  heart  was  full  of  love  for 
her  Master  and  for  suffering  humanity.  She 
reared  for  herself  a monument  in  the  hearts  of 
those  around  her  that  will  live  for  years  to  come. 
She  was  an  exemplary  wife  and  mother,  a kind  and 
sympathizing  friend  to  those  in  distress,  and  her 
death  cast  a shadow  over  many  a heart  outside  of 
her  own  stricken  and  sorrowing  household. 

A.  Meyer,  merchant  and  planter,  of  Grand 
Lake.  Chicot  County,  Ark.,  was  bom  in  Germany 
in  1848,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Meyer, 
natives  of  Germany,  who  reside  in  that  country  at 
the  present  time.  They  have  had  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  are  now  living.  Four  brothers  came 
to  America,  the  sisters  remaining  in  Germany.  A. 
Meyer  was  educated  in  Germany,  and  during  the 
Franco-Prussian  AY ar  came  to  America,  and  landed 
in  New  Y*ork  City,  locating  there  for  a short  time 
arid  attending  school  for  several  months,  after 
which  he  went  to  Louisiana,  and  in  I860  moved  to 
his  present  residence,  where  he  is  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business,  and  in  which  he  has  been  very 
successful.  The  firm  which  he  succeeded  was 
Dreyfus  & Meyer,  and  employs  four  to  six  men 
who  are  busy  supplying  the  demands  of  the 
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numerous  customers.  Besides  tins  Mr.  Meyer  is 
bireel v enraged  in  farming,  owning  fifteen  or 
eighteen  valuable  farms,  all  well  cultivated  and 
improved.  In  1875  lie  married  Miss  Carrie  Pfei- 
fer, of  New  Orleans.  La.,  a native  of  Mississippi, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  seven  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  writing.  The 
names  of  these  children  arc:  Julius  P.,  Nathan. 
David,  Solomon,  Iteynold  and  Alma.  lu  ISSO 
Mr.  Meyer  founded  a village,  calling  it  Carriola. 
This  is  where  the  post-office  of  Grand  Lake  is  now 
situated,  and  which  promises  to  be  a thriving  town. 
It  is  the  largest,  business  point  in  the  county,  the 
trade  extending  forty  miles  into  Louisiana  and 
Ashley  Conn  tv.  and  is  one  of  the  best  cotton  mar- 
kets of  any  town  on  the  Mississippi  River.  It  has 
a Masonic  hall  and  church,  of  which  Mr.  Meyer  is 
one  of  the  founders,  and  with  the  present  protec- 
tion by  levees  and  prospect  of  a north  and  south 
railroad,  the  town,  no  doubt,  will  come .to  the  front. 
Grand  Lake  abounds  with  plenty  of  nice  fish  and 
ducks,  and  the  woods  are  full  of  game  for  sport. 
Altogether  there  is  room  for  plenty  of  immigra- 
tion and  a large  number  of  good  citizens  to  find 
good  homes  on  the  best  soil  in  the  world,  without 
exception.  A daily  mail  from  the  railroad  across 
the  river  and  a telephone  line  affords  the  latest 
news. 

Jefferson  P.  Peak.  Lakeport,  Chicot  County, 
Ark.,  is  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch,  and  was 
born  in  Scott  County,  Kv. . in  1 889.  He  is  a son  of 
James  and  Emeline  (Payne)  Peak,  both  of  whom 
came  originally  from  the  Blue-Grass  State.  The 
father  was  a planter  by  occupation,  and  emigrated 
to  Arkansas  about  1829,  locating  in  Chicot  County, 
engaging  for  a time  in  planting  and  afterward 
representing  his  district  in  the  Legislature  for  one 
term.  His  death  occurred  in  October,  1873,  when 
he  had  reached  his  seventy -second  year.  The 
early  life  of  Jefferson  Peak  was  passed  in  Ken- 
tucky, where  he  attended  excellent  schools  and 
graduated  at  the  Georgetown  College  in  1857. 
after  which  he  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  locating  in 
Chicot  County,  and  devoted  his  attention  to  fanning 
and  mercantile  business.  He  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army  in  1801,  Company  A,  First  Missis- 
sippi Regiment,  and  was  in  many  of  the  promi- 
nent battles  and  skirmishes  through  the  entire 
war.  After  the  war  he  went  to  Spanish  Hondu- 
ras, and  after  prospecting  there  for  about  nine 
months  returned  to  Chicot  County,  Ark.  He 
owns  a vast  amount  of  valuable  farming  land,  which 
is  excellently  well  cultivated,  and  is,  in  addition  to 
this,  interested  in  mercantile  business.  He  is  a 
polished  and  learned  gentleman,  and  well  calcu- 


lated to  add  honor  to  any  community  be  may  at 
any  time  choose  to  select  as  his  home. 

F.  H.  Pugh,  the  only  physician  and  surgeon  of 
Lake  Village,  Chicot  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in 
Tennessee,  in  1821.  being  the  sou  of  James  and 
Sallie  (Andrews)  Pugh,  both  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina.  The  Pugli  family  came  to  America  in 
1666,  landing  near  Norfolk,  Va. , where  they  en- 
gaged in  planting,  and  at  once  taking  prestige  as  ; 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  aristocratic  families 
in  that  State.  Three  brothers  came  over  together: 

i 

Francis,  Daniel  and  Thomas.  Francis  was  the  an- 
cestor of  our  subject,  his  son  being  Thomas,  and 
his  son  Francis  (second),  following  whom  came 
Col.  Thomas  Pugh.  He  married  Mary  Scott,  and 
their  son,  William  Scott  Pugh,  was  the  father  of  , 
F.  H. ’ s grandfather,  James  Pugh.  James  Pugh, 
the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  reared  his 
family  in  the  place  where  the  family  had  settled 
in  North  Carolina,  and  where  he  was  born.  In 
1802  he  moved  to  Tennessee,  settling  in  "William- 
son County,  where  he  purchased  and  cultivated 
property,  and  there  he  resided  for  forty-eight  years, 
giving  his  attention  to  tilling  the  soil.  He  was  in 
the  War  of  1812.  The  fruits  of  his  marriage  were 
twelve  children — six  boys  and  an  equal  number  of 
girls — our  subject  being  the  only  member  living  at 
present.  The  father  died  in  1853,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-live;  the  mother  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  eighty - 
two.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  F.’H.  Pugh,  he  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  county,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  at- 
tended the  University  of  Medicine,  at  Louisville, 
and  graduated  at  the  Nashville  University  when 
twenty-five  years  old,  after  which  lie  located  in  the 
county  where  he  first  entered  the  world,  practicing 
his  profession  for  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  moved  to  Moorehouse  Parish,  La.  He 
spent  the  years  1844  and  1S45  traveling  in  Europe, 
visiting  various  places  of  interest,  hospitals  in  Lou- 
don and  Paris,  and  returning  home  in  1846,  and 
locating  in  the  Lone  Star  State,  where  he  remained 
two  years,  afterward  going  to  Louisiana.  After 
the  war  Dr.  Pugh  went  to  Delphi,  La.,  practicing 
there  for  some  time,  and  finally,  in  1882,  settling 
in  Chicot  County.  Dr.  Pugh  is  a gentleman  of 
the  "old  school.’'  one  who  favors  all  public' im- 
provements, is  liberal  in  his  views,  contributes 
generously  to  worthy  causes,  and  is  thoroughly  ap- 
preciated by  his  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  He 
is  a member  of  the  A.  T.  A H.  M. 

Gen.  Daniel  Harris  Reynolds  was  born  near 
Centreburg,  in  Knox  County.  Ohio,  on  December 
14.  Us32.  He  attended  school  at  the  Ohio  Wes- 
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ley  ail  University  in  Delaware,  Ohio.  Went,  from  j 
Ohio  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  in  1854,  and  thence 
to  Hardeman  County,  Tenn. , in  1855,  and  thence  j 
to  Somerville,  in  Fayette  County,  Tenn.,  in  1857. 
He  taught  school  in  Ohio  and  read  law  in  Iowa, 
and  in  Hardeman  County,  Tenn.,  and  in  the  office 
of  Hon.  John  AY.  Harris,  in  Somerville,  and  was  | 
admitted  to  the  bar  there  on  .May  8,  1858.  He 
r emoved  from  Tennessee  to  Arkansas  in  May,  1858, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Arkansas  on  June 
8,  1858,  and  on  June  15,  1858,  located  for  the 
practice  of  law  at  Lake  Tillage,  in  Chicot  County, 
Ark. , where  he  Iras  since  resided,  and  engaged  in 
the  practice,  except  during  the  time  he  was  absent  i 
in  tire  army  and  returning  from  it,  i.  e.  from  May  : 
25.  1861,  to  June  .15,  1865.  He  held  no  official 
position  prior  to  1861.  His  great-grandfather, 

W illiam  Reynolds,  resided  in  Loudon  County,  Ya.,  j 
of  which  he  was  a native,  his  father  having  come 
from  England.  John  Reynolds,  son  of  the  latter, 
was  also  a native  of  Loudon  County,  but  died  in 
Ohio  about  1.823,  aged  about  seventy.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  noted  for 
his  literary  attainments.  Amos  Reynolds,  son  of  : 
John,  and  father  of  Daniel  It. , was  born  in  Lou-  : 
don  County  in  1801,  moved  to  Knox  County.  Ohio, 
in  1812.  married  in  1824,  and  died  in  1848  in  the 
latter  county.  He  was  a farmer,  and  a man  of  up- 
right conduct,  who  impressed  the  idea  on  his  chil- 
dren that  they  should  be  self-reliant  and  indepen- 
dent. Sophia  Houck,  the  mother  of  Daniel  H. 
Reynolds,  was  born  in  [Muskingum  County,  Ohio, 
in  1809,  the  daughter  of  James  Houck,  a farmer 
and  native  of  Baltimore  County,  M d . . son  of 
Jacob  Houck,  who  was  a native  German.  Her 
mother  was  Sarah  Shadlev,  daughter  of  Daniel  ! 
Shadier,  of  an  English-German  family.  Gen. 
Daniel  II.  Reynolds  is  the  fourth  son  and  child  of 
a family  of  ten  children,  five  sons,  viz.:  James  H.  ; 
(died  sixteen  years  old).  Sylvester  S.  (a  physician 
at  Centreburg,  Ohio),  Burr  H.  (deceased),  Daniel 
H.  (our  subject),  William  N..  and  live  daughters, 
viz.:  Sarah  A.,  Emily  S..  Caroline.  Barbara  H. 
(died  five  years  old),  and  Alary  (died  in  infancy). 
He  married  in  Chicot  County.  November  24.  1868, 
Miss  Martha  AY  allace,  who  was  born  in  Holmes 
County,  Aliss.,  .May  23,  .1845,  the  oniy  child  of 
Jeremiah  Wallace,  of  Scotch  descent,  a planter. 
Her  grandfather  was  John  Y\  allace.  Airs.  Rey- 
nolds’ mother  was  Eleanor  Waddell,  a native  of 
Louisiana,  daughter  of  Mr.  Waddell,  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  AHs.  Reynolds  was  educated  in 
Holmes  County,  Aliss.  They  have  five  children, 
all  born  in  Chicot  County,  viz.  : Kate  (born  Sep- 
tember 5,  I860),  Robert  Wallace  (born  November  1 


20,  .1874),  Eleanor  (born  October  25,  1877).  Ruth 
(born  January  3,  1880)  and  Daniel  Harris  (born 
October  13.  1883).  He  became  a Alason  in  1858 
in  Hiram  Lodge  No.  18,  Delaware,  Ohio,  and  has 
taken  all  the  Chapter  Council  and  Encampment 
degrees.  On  Alay  25,  1801,  he,  as  captain  of, 
and  with  the  cavalry  company,  raised  in  Chicot 
County,  known  as  the  “Chicot  Rangers,’  was  or- 
dered to  Little  Rock,  and  thence  to  Fort  Smith, 
Ark.,  and  was  there  on  June  14,  1861,  mustered 
into  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate  States 
as  part  of  Company  A,  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalrv 
Regiment.  The  regiment  served  in  Missouri  ami 
Arkansas  until  latter  part  of  April,  1862,  when  it. 
with  a large  part  of  the  Trans- Alississippi  army, 
was  transferred  to  Memphis,  and  thence  to  Corinth, 
and  with  the  Army  of  Tennessee  fell  back  to  Tu- 
pelo. Aliss..  and  thence  to  East  Tennessee,  and 
from  there  into  Kentucky,  under  command  of  Gen. 
E.  Kirby  Smith,  and  on  retreat  from  Kentucky  in 
fall  of  1862,  fell  in  with  the  Army  of  Tennessee', 
being  part,  of  AlcCown’s  division,  and  remained  with 
the  Army  of  Tennessee  until  Alay  10,  1863,  when 
the  division  was  taken  to  Alississippi  by  Gen.  Jo 
seph  E.  Johnston.  In  the  fall  of  lS63the  brigade 
was  ordered  for  a time  to  the  Army  of  Tennessee, 
and  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and 
then  back  to  Alississippi,  and  then  early  in  1861 
to  Alobile,  and  to  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  District 
of  the  Gulf,  and  thence  early  in  Alay,  1864,  to 
Dalton.  Ga.  .’and  there  as  part  of  the  Army  of  Alis- 
sissippi became  united  with  the  Army  of  Tennessee 
(Polk’s  corps),  and  remained  with  that  army 
until  its  surrender  in  North  Carolina  in  1865.  He 
was  musterored  in  as  captain  on  June  14,  1861; 
was  elected  mayor  April  14,  1862;  was  elected 
lieutenant  colonel  Alav  1.  1862;  was  appointed  col 
onel  on  November  17,  1863.  to  take  rank  from  Sep 
tember  20.  1863,  and  was  appointed  brigadier-gen 
end  on  Alarch  12,  1864,  to  take  rank  from  AInrch  5. 
1864,  and  assigned  to  command  the  brigade  (Ale 
Nail’s)  of  which  his  regiment  formed  a part, which 
was  thereafter  known  as  Reynolds’ Arkansas  brigade. 
The  brigade  was  then  composed  of  the  First,  and 
Second  Arkansas  Cavalry  (mounted  riflemen),  dis- 
mounted, the  Fourth.  Twenty-fifth  and  Thirty-first. 
Regiments  of  Arkansas  Infantry,  the  Fourth  Ar- 
kansas Battalion  of  Infantry  and  the  Thirty-ninth 
Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Infantry,  which  was 
subsequently,  on  Alay  25,  1864,  exchanged  for  the 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  thus  it 
remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Other  com 
mauds  were  at  times  temporarily  attached  to  or  act 
ing  with  the  brigade, but  not  a part  of  it.  Gen.  Ue\ 
nolds  was  engaged  in  the  following  mimed  battles: 
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Oak  Hills.  Mo.  (Wilson’s  Crook).  August  10,  1361; 
Elldiorn,  Ark.,  (Pea  Bulge),  March  < and  3.  1S02 : 
Farmington,  Miss.,  May  0,  1862;  Richmond.  Ivy. , 
August  30,  1862;  Jackson.  Miss..  July  10- 1 0, 
1863;  Ckickamauga,  Ga. , September  19  and  20, 
1863;  Resaca,  C4a.,  May  13,  14  and  15,  1864; 
New  Hope  Church,  Ga..  May  29  to  June  3,  1364; 
lvenesaw  Mountain,  Ga.,  June  IT  to  July  3,  1364; 
Moore’s  Mill,  Ga. , July  19,  1864;  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
Ga.,  July  20.  1864.  At  and  near  Atlanta,  Ga., 
July  21.  to  September  2,  1864.  >.  e.  Poor  House  or 
Ezra  Church,  near  Atlanta,  July  23,  1864  ; Love- 
joy  Station,  Ga. , August  20,  1864;  Jonesboro, 
Ga.,  August  31.  1864;  Moon  Station,  Ga.,  October 
3,  1864;  Franklin,  Tenn.,  November  30,  1864; 
Nashville,  Tenn..  December  15  and  16.  1864; 
Sugar  Creek,  Tenn..  December  26,  1864  and 
Bontonville,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865.  Besides  the 
above-named  engagements,  he  was  in  many  skir- 
mishes. His  regiment  was  at  Murfreesboro.  Tenn. . 
while  he  was  on  leave  in  Arkansas.  The  First  and 
Second  Regiments  of  his  brigade  were  at  Dug  Gap, 
Ga.,  on  May  8.  1864,  and  repulsed  the  attack  of 
the  enemy.  Murfreesboro  and  Dug  Gap  were  the 
only  engagements  in  which  his  command  partici- 
pated in  which  he  was  not  present.  He  was  slightly 
wounded  at  Franklin,  although  not  reported,  and 
remained  on  duty.  At  Bentonville  he  lost  his  left 
leg — was  wounded  by  a cannon  ball  passing  in  his 
horse’s  right  breast  and  out  under  his  left  leg, 
shattering  it  below  the  knee  badly,  rendering  am- 
putation above  tbe  knee  necessary.  During  the 
Kentucky  campaign  in  1 802,  as  lieutenant-colonel, 
he  was  in  command  of  his  regiment,  the  colonel 
being  absent  side;  and  as  a compliment  to  the  reg- 
iment for  its  gallantry  at  Richmond  it  was  se- 
lected as  the  first  to  enter  L/exington.  At  Chicka- 
mauga,on  the  evening  of  September  20,  the  brigade 
was  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  Confederate  line 
when  the  Federals  undertook  to  turn  the  Confeder- 
ate left,  and  after  a desperate  contest,  the  brigade 
when  its  ammunition  was  almost  expended,  made  a 
charge  and  succeeded  in  driving  back  the  Federal 
right,  and  when  the  brigade  sent  up  its  shout  of 
victory  it  passed  along  the  whole  Confederate  line, 
and  the  firino-  ceased,  the  Federals  retiring  while 

o 

the  shades  of  evening  covered  the  field  of  this  great 
battle.  At  Moore’s  Mill.  July  19,  1864,  the  Fif- 
teenth Mississippi  Regiment  was  attached  to  his 
command  for  a time,  and  he  was  in  command  of 
all  the  Confederate  forces  there  engaged.  At 
Love  joy  Station,  August  20,  1864,  he  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  Confederate  forces  engaged  (part  of 
his  brigade,  and  the  Forty-eighth  Tennessee  Regi- 
ment). and  the  Federals  under  Gen.  Kilpatrick 
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were  defeated.  His  command  formed  the  rear 
guard  of  the  army  in  its  retreat  from  Kentucky,  in 
1862,  and  from  Atlanta,  on  September  2.  1864. 
At  Nashville,  on  December  16,  1864.  his  brigade 
was  taken  from  the  line  to  try  and  check  ahd  keep 
the  Federal  right  from  extending  around  the  Con- 
federate left,  and  on  its  way  it  had  reached  a point 
in  front  of  the  Gap  to  the  east  of  Granny  White 
Pike,  when  the  Confederate  line  gave  way.  The  bri- 
gade held  the  enemy  back  until  Cheatham’s  corps 
(Hardee’s  old  corps),  passed  through  this  gap,  and 
then  covered  the  rear  of  the  army,  until  it  reached 
Franklin.  After  the  army  crossed  Duck  River,  re- 
treating out  of  Tennessee,  in  December,  1864,  at 
Columbia,  eight  brigades — Reynolds’,  Ector’s, 
Quarle’s,  Strahl’s, Maney’s,  Smith’s,  Palmer’s  and 
Feathers  ton’s — were  selected  and  placed  under 
command  of  Gen.  Walthall  as  a rear  guard  of  in- 
fancy. At  Sugar  Creek,  with  the  brigades  of  Rey- 
nolds, Ector,  Stralil  and  Maney,  a part  of  Ross’ 
cavalry,  Gen.  Reynolds  punished  the  enemy  se- 
verely and  made  him  cautious:  and  from  there  to 
the  Tennessee  River  the  brigades  of  Reynolds  and 
Ector,  under  his  command,  were  the  rear  guard, 
and  were  the  last  to  cross  the  Tennessee  River, 
on  the  morning  of  December  28,  1864.  Gen. 
Reynolds  was  elected  to  the  Arkansas  State  Senate 
from  the  counties  of  Ashley,  Chicot  and  Drew,  in 
1866,  and  served  until  the  Legislature  was  dis- 
banded by  military  order  in  1867,  under  the  Re- 
construction’Acts  of'  Congress,  since  which  time  he 
has  not  sought  or  held  official  position.  Such 
men,  noble  by  the  gift  of  God  and  courageous 
under  all  circumstances,  never  fail  of  the  love  of 
the  brave  in  war,  nor  of  the  pure  in  peace. 

Dr.  Harry  C.  Stinson  is  the  leading  physician 
and  surgeon  of  Dermott,  Ark.,  and  to  his  skill  and 
talent  in  alleviating  the  pains  and  ailments  to  which 
the  human  body  is  heir,  he  deserves  the  gratitude 
of  hundreds.  He  was  born  in  Newport,  of  the 
Blue- Grass  State,  July  18.  1853,  and  is  a son  of 
Dr.  John  B.  Stinson,  who  was  born  at  Evansville. 
Ind.,  and  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  set- 
tlers of  that  portion  of  the  State.  He  was  a man 
of  exceptionally  line  intellect,  and  was  a graduate 
of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati. 
Ohio.  He  removed  from  the  State  of  Kentucky  to 
Louisiana  about  1854,  when  that  State  was  almost 
a wilderness,  and  in  his  new  home  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  which  continued  to  receive  his  at- 
tention until  his  death  March  2.  1873.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Maj.  John  B.  Stinson,  was  a 
Virginian,  born  of  English  parents  in  1 <87,  and 
was  a pioneer  to  Indiana  Territory, settling  at  Evans- 
ville. in  1820,  while  the  Indians  still  thickly  in 
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habited  that  region,  and  had  to  undergo  all  the 
hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life  in  a new  and  wild 
j country.  He  was  a gallant  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  with  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson  at  the 
battle  6f  New  Orleans,  and  for  gallantry  was  com- 
missioned captain  in  the  Tenth  Indiana  Militia, 
and  later  was  commissioned,  major  in  the  same  regi- 
ment, by  Gov.  Jennings,  commander-in-chief  of  the- 
Indiana  Militia.  He  was  also  a brave  officer  in  Har- 
| rison’s  Indian  War,  and  in  later  years,  being  a man 
of  intelligence  and  great  decision  of  character,  he 
j filled  the  position  of  probate  judge  for  many  years. 
He  was.  a minister  of  the  gospel,  and  for  more  than 
thirty  years  preached  the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  passed  from  this  life  in  1850,  aged 
| about  sixty-three  years.  Mrs.  Fannie  (Capes)  Stin- 
i sou,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
a Kentuckian  born  and  bred,  and  in  her  youth  re- 
ceived her  education  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  she 
and  Dr.  John  B.  Stinson  were  married  near  that 
city,  in  1853,  becoming  the  parents  of  two  sons 
and  one  daughter:  Harry  C.  and  Kate  (wife  of 
Edward  My  rick,  a prominent  merchant  and  planter, 
of  Girard,  La.),  being  the  only  ones  living.  Benja- 
min died  at  Girard  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
Dr.  Harry  C.  Stinson  was  reared  in  Louisiana,  be- 
ing about  one  year  old  when  his  parents  moved  to 
that  State  from  Kentucky,  and  here  good  educa- 
tional advantages  were  enjoyed,  his  literary  course 
being  completed  in  a college  in  Baton  Rouge.  La. 
He  was  in  his  graduating  rear  in  this  institution 
when  his  father’s  death  occurred,  and  as  he  re- 
! turned  home,  and  did  not  again  go  back  to  school, 
he  failed  to  take  his  degree.  After  deciding  to 
make  the  profession  of  a physician  his  calling 
through  life,  he  immediately  began  his  preparatory 
studies,  and  in  1SS1  and  1882  attended  lectures  at 
the  Louisville  Medical  College,  graduating  with 
high  honors  in  the  latter  year.  He  then  settled  at 
Dermott,  Chicot  County,  Ark.,  where  he  has  a large 
and  paying  practice,  and  enjoys  the  reputation  of 
being  a physician  and  surgeon  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary ability,  and  is  deservedly  very  popular  in  his 
county.  As  an  evidence  of  his  skill  and  ability  he 
has  been  appointed  medical  examiner  for  all  in- 
surance companies  doing  business  in  his  section, 
and  his  standing  is  a credit  to  himself,  and  the 
community  at  large.  He  is  a gentleman  of  refined 
tastes,  courteous,  social  and  entertaining  in  his  in- 
tercourse with  his  friends,  of  whom  he  has  many. 
Though  not  a church  member,  he  is  a man  of  high 
moral  standing,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a Demo- 
crat, as  were  all  his  ancestors,  and  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  political  matters,  although  not  an  ofiice- 
j seeker.  On  February  13,  .1883,  he  was  united  in 


marriage  to  Miss  Kate  Wells,  a native  of  Louisville, 
Ivy. , and  a daughter  of  Jesse  and  Mary  (Carey) 
Wells,  the  former  a Kentuckian,  being  now  de- 
ceased. The  mother  is  a resident  of  Denver,  Colo. , 
having  moved  there  from  Kentucky  in  1887.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Stinson  became  the  parents  of  two  in- 
teresting little  children,  but  only  one  is  now  living, 
Bessie  Yandoll.  The  son.  Jesse  0.  (died  Septem- 
ber 16.  18S2).  Mrs.  Stinson  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Maj.  William  B.  Streett,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  prominent  attorneys  of  Lake  Tillage,  Chicot 
County,  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Me!.,  in  1837,  and 
is  a son  of  William  and  Eliza  (Crook)  Streett.  The 
father  was’ a prominent  man  in  Baltimore,  engaged 
in  a mercantile  business,  and  represented  his  dis- 
trict through  two  terms  in  the  Legislature.  They 
are  the  parents  of  five  children,  only  two  of  whom 
are  now  living,  viz.  : Mary  (Mrs.  J.  T.  Royston, 

who  resides  in  New  York),  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
Baltimore,  and  educated  at  St.  Mary’s  College, 
Baltimore,  where  he  graduated  in  1856.  In  1857 
he  moved  to  Arkansas,  aud  finished  reading  law 
under  Gen.  G.  D.  Ryston,  of  Washington,  Hemp- 
stead County,  Ark.,  being  admitted  in  1858  to 
practice  by  Judge  Scott,  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  in  a short  time  located  in  this  place.  Here 
he  has  since  resided,  except  for  a period  of  about 
three  years,  in  the  city  of  Memphis.  In  1861  he 
joined  the  Confederate  army  as  a private,  was  in 
many  of  the  prominent  battles,  and,  in  1863.  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  major,  pn  the  staff  of 
Gen.  Hawthorn.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned home  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  and 
also  engaged  extensively  in  planting,  and  his 
efforts  were  crowned  with  success,  both  as  a law- 
yer and  a planter.  In  1865  he  married  Miss  Julia 
Reid,  of  Louisiana,  an  only  daughter  of  William  and 
Jane  Reid,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  sons: 
William  R. , Garland  G.  and  Bruce  D.  Streett.  all 
of  whom  are  energetic  and  reliable  young  men,  and 
worthy  in  every  way  of  their  father.  Mrs.  Streett 
is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr. 
Streett  belongs  to  the  Catholic  Church'.  He  is  in- 
terested in  planting,  in  connection  with  his  law 
practice,  and  owns  some  valuable  real  estate. 

William  D.  Trotter  is  a prosperous  general  mer- 
chant of  Chicot  County,  Ark.,  and  by  his  superior 
management  and  rare  business  ability  and  efficiency 
has  done  not  a little  to  advance  the  reputation  the 
county  enjoys  as  a commercial  center.  He  was  born 
in  Drew  County,  Ark.,  May  26,  1852,  and  is  a son  of 
Col.  William  D.  Trotter,  who  was  a North  Caro- 
linian, born  in  Person  County,  about  the  year 
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1S19.  In  that  State  he  was  reared  and  educated, 
but  at  an  earlv  day  removed  to  Tennessee,  thence 
to  Arkansas  in  1 S 5 3 , becoming  one  of  the  promi- 
nent farmers  of  Drew  County.  He  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was,  at 
different  times  and  places,  also  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising, but  unfortunate  business  investments 
caused  him  to  lose  the  greater  part  of  bis  hard- 

I ^ - 1 

earned  money,  and  although  he  had  been  well 
fixed,  financially,  he  was  in  rather  reduced  circum- 
stances at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1874.  During 
the  early  part  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army  as  captain  of  a company,  and 
for  faithful  service  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
major  and  afterward  to  colonel  of  his  regiment. 
He  was  a gallant  soldier,  and  sacrificed  all  he  pos- 
sessed for  the  cause  lie  loved  and  advocated.  A 
Democrat  in  politics,  he  was  elected  to  represent 
his  county  in  the  State  Legislature  prior  to  the 
war,  and  being  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  the  position  was  again  tendered  him,  but 
he  declined  re-election  preferring  private  to  public 
1 life.  He  was  a Master  Mason  and  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  union  with  Miss 
Mary  E.  Moody  took  place  in  North  Carolina,  in 
1843,  she  having  been  born  in  Virginia,  about  1824, 
and  was  reared  and  educated  in  her  native  State. 
Her  death  occurred  in  October  1877,  she  having 
borne  a family  of  twelve  children — three  sons  and 
nine  daughters — seven  of  the  family  now  living: 
Caroline  G.  (wife  of  J.  S.  White,  of  Texas), 
Emma  O.,  Justina  L.  (wife  of  H.  C.  Stewart,  of 
Columbia  County,  Ark.).  William  D.,  Virginia  A. 
L.  (wife  of  Abner  Gaines,  sheriff  of  Chicot  County, 
Ark.),  Helen  L.  (wife  of  G.  W.  Cook,  of  Missis- 
sippi), Maud  H.  (wife  of  a Mr.  Alford,  of  Geor- 
gia). Those  deceased  are  Josephine  E.  (wife  of 
Hugh  Tower),  Bettie,  (Mrs.  Dunlap)  and  two 
sons  and  one  daughter  who  died  in  infancy. 
William  D.  Trotter,  after  receiving  a fair  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  Drew  County, 
Ark.,  began  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  was  for  four  years  employed  as  check- 
ing agent  on  the  Mississippi,  Ouachita  & Red 
River  Railroad,  after  which  he  became  agent  for 
a large  receiving  and  forwarding  establishment 
at  Gaines  Landing  on  the  Mississippi  River  where 
his  father  had  had  former  business  connections. 
He  next  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture  with  fair 
success,  and  in  1886  began  merchandising  at  Der- 
mott,  carrying  a stock  of  general  goods  valued  at 
about  $3,500,  and  at  the  same  time  gives  some  of 
his  attention  to  the  stock  business.  He  owns  a 
one-third  interest  in  700  acres  of  land  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  of  which  500  acres  are  in  a high 


state  of  cultivation  and  well  adapted  to  the  raising 
of  corn,  cotton,  grasses  and  clover.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a Democrat,  and  takes  a very  active 
part,  in  the  local  campaigns  of  his  party,  and  i 
socially  is  a member  of  the  Iv.  of  H.  Although 
a comparatively  young  man,  he  has  accumulated  a j 
I handsome  property,  and  is  now  one  of  the  sub- 
I stantial  business  men  of  his  town,  and  well  de- 
! serves  the  position  he  occupies  in  the  estimation  i 
| of  his  friends  and  acquaintances  of  whom  he  has 
many.  He  was  married  in  Chicot  County,  Ark. , i 
January  28,  1880,  to  Miss  Mabel  R.  McDermott, 
born  in  the  county  December  1G,  1801,  and  a 
| daughter  of  Benjamin  S.  McDermott,  and  a 
j grand  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  McDermott  [see 
S sketch  of  Philander  McDermott],  Her  father  is  | 
dead  and  her  mother  is  now  the  wife  of  H.  F. 

I Clark,  a farmer  of  the  county.  Mrs.  Trotter  is  an 
| earnest  member  of  the  Presbyterian'  Church. 

Charles  F.  Wells.  Among  the  representative 
| and  progressive  business  men  of  this  county,  none  j 

| are  more  favorably  known  or  more  highly  re-  j 

j spected  than  he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 

His  father,  Thomas  S.  Wells,  was  born  in  Ten-  i 

| nessee,  on  January  18,  1810,  and  in  1840  re- 

| moved  to  Arkansas  and  settled  in  Drew  County, 

| where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  very 
i successfully,  until  his  death,  May  1,  1876,  near 
I MontieeJIo.  He  was  first  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
! Rogers,  of  Tennessee,  by  whom  he  had  four  sons 
and  one  daughter:  Rev.  Marshall  II.  (a  resident  of 
j Louisville,  Ivy.),  Thomas  L.  S.  (a  farmer  of  Lin- 
i coin  County,  Ark.),  Nannie  E.  (wife  of  James  N. 

I Siemens,  a resident  of  Monticello),  Frank  S.  (who 
died  while  serving  in  the  Confederate  army,  in 
| Virginia),  and  Richard  D,  (whose  death  occurred 
j in  Drew  County.  Ark.).  His  second  wife,  who  was 
j formerly  Mrs.  Eliza  Clark,  was  born,  reared  and 
I educated  in  Virginia,  but  was  married  in  Bradley 
j County,  Ark.,  in  1850,  and  on  March  3,  1853,  gave 
i birth  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  becoming,  after- 
i ward  the  mother  of  four  other  sons  and  a daughter. 

! Only  two  sons  are  now  living:  Wallace  B.  (who  re- 
! . sides  in  Texas)  and  Charles  F.  Those  deceased 
1 are:  Roscoe,  Ellis  and  Travis  (twin  sons),  and 
Lumbia  (wife  of  Richard  B.  Soppington).  Mrs. 
Wells  was  born  in  1820,  and  was  called  to  her  long 
i home  December  18,  1870,  after  which  her  husband 
I married,  in  1873,  Miss  Lumbia  Blankenship,  a 
| sister  of  his  second  wife.  She  is  now  living,  and 
! resides  in  Cleveland  County,  Ark.  Mr.  Wells  was 
a Master  Mason,  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  being 
; an  upright  and  honorable  man  of  business,  was 
i honored  by  all.  Charles  F.  Wells  was  reared  in 
I Drew  County,  but  owing  to  the  opening  of  the 
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war  ho  received  but  little  early  schooling  but  in  ! 
later  years  managed  to  remedy  this  deficiency  by  | 
private  study  and  reading.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  ! 
he  became  a salesman  and  book-keeper  in  a store  j 
in  Collins,  and  since  that  time  has  given  much  of  1 
his  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits,  but  he  has  also 
been  engaged  in  farming  a portion  of  the  time, 
which  calling  is  now  receiving  the  most  of  his  at- 
tention. He  is  the  owner  of  215  acres  of  fertile 
land,  a portion  of  winch  is  in  Chicot  County,  and 
of  this  125  acres  are  under  cultivation.  Besides 
this  he  owns  an  interest  in  1,100  lying  in  Chicot 
and  Ashley  Counties.  He  is  also  interested  in  a 
general  mercantile  establishment  in  Dermott,  the 
firm  being  Morris,  Kimpel  A Wells,  and  their 
stock  of  goods  is  valued  at  about  $5,000  or  $6,000. 
He  was  married  in  Chicot  County.  Ark. , October 
25,  1876,  to  Miss  Annie  C.  Anderson,  a native  of 
the  county,  born  in  1857,  and  a daughter  of  Capt. 
James  A.  Anderson,  who  now  resides  in  Chicot 
County,  his  wife  dying  there  in  1SS2.  To  her 
union  with  Mr.  Wells  the  following  family  has 
been  born:  Ethel  I..  Floyd  A..  Richard  S..  Erie 
A.,  Emmett  Douglas  and  Edwin  (who  died  in  in- 
fancy). Mr.  Wells  is  now7  a resident  of  Dermott, 
where  he  has  a comfortable  home,  near  his  place 
of  business.  He  belongs  to  the  K.  of  H. , the  K. 
of  P. , and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

Isaac  M.  Worthington,  present  county  probate 
judge  of  Chicot  County,  and  planter  of  McConnell 
Township,  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Miss., 
in  1847,  and  is  the  seventh  child  of  the  family  of 
eleven  born  to  the  union  of  Isaac  and  Ann  (Taylor) 
Worthington.  The  father  was  a planter  of  some 
note  in  Washington  County.  Miss.,  being  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  that  county.  He  was  a native  of  Green 
River  County,  Ivy.,  and  born  in  1793.  He  fol- 
lowed this  occupation  in  Mississippi  for  a number 
of  years,  and  was  probate  judge  of  the  county  in 
which  he  lived  there.  His  death  occurred  in  1855. 
The  mother  died  in  1882  on  the  old  homestead 


which  was  settled  by  Judge  Worthington  in  1828. 
Mr.  Worthington  was  a soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk 
A ar.  The  family  is  of  English  descent,  and  upou 
first'reaching  America  settled  first  in  Kent  ucky,  and 
afterward  a portion  of  the  family,  including  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  moved  to  Mis- 
sissippi. One  of  the  brothers  settled  in  Arkansas 
in  1844,  one  remained  in  Kentucky.  The  Worth- 
ington family  have  never  been  office-seekers,  but 
have  always  been  noted  for  the  strict  integrity  of 
deed  and  purpose  that  characterizes  the  family  as 
a whole.  Isaac  M.  was  educated  at  home  by  a 
private  tutor  until  old  enough  to  attend  college, 
when  he  was  sent  to  Canada  and  finished  his  edu- 
cation by  attending  the  St.  Louis  "University  for 
two  vears,  graduating  from  there  in  1867.  After 
coming  home  he  engaged  in  farming  in  his  native 
county,  and  in  1872  came  to  this  State,  where  for 
a time  he  worked  with  his  father-in-law,  and  was 
made  administrator  for  the  estate  of  Elisha  Worth- 
ington. To-dav  he  owns  much  valuable  real  estate, 

| and  is  a highly  successful  man  in  every  sense  of 
the  term.  In  1SS9  he  was  elected  as  one  of  the 
i directors  of  the  Arkansas  A Gulf  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  in  1889  was  elected  probate  judge  of 
| Chicot  County.  He  is  an  ardent  Democrat,  but  was 
the  unanimous  choice  of  both  Democrats  and  Re- 
publicans. He  was  married,  in  1870,  to  Miss  May 
Johnson,  daughter  of  Lycurgus  and  Lydia  (Pain) 
Johnson,  and  Mrs.  Worthington’s  grandfather  was 
Joel  Johnson,  a brother  of  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
claimed  in  history  that  Johnson  killed  Tecumseli 
the  Indian  chief.  The  Johnson  family  have  always 
been  prominent  people  of  the  South,  being  origi- 
nally of  English  aud  French  origin.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Worthington  have  been  born  nine  children, 
of  whom  the  following  are  living:  Lydia.  Annie. 
Lycurgus,  Linnie,  Jimmie,  Isaac,  May,  Thomas 
Dean  and  Lucy.  Judge  Worthington  was  elected 
one  of  the  members  of  the  levee  board  in  1882,  and 
still  holds  this  position.  Both  himself  and  wife 
are  members  of  tire  Christian  Church. 


•y- 


r~ 


. 


■ 


' 


. 


Chicot  County,  Arkansas. 


V R A T 


The  appended  corrections  came  too  late  to  be 
properly  inserted: 

In  connection  -with  W.  D.  Lcc-’s  sketch,  on  page  279, 
about  the  twenty-first  line,  read,  That  he  was  also 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  from  his  county  in 
1890. 

Sketch  of  Hon.  Solomon  Gardner: 

Page  755,  1.0th  and  13th  lines,  A -hel  for  Asal. 

31st  line,  William  S.  Gardner  for  William  S. 

38th  and  39th  lines,  Joined  John  M.  Sharp's  Company 
A,  Jeff  Davis,  colonel,  for  joined  Jeff  Davis’  Com- 
pany A. 

40th  line.  And  was  resolved,  for  and  resolved. 


i 
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42d  line,  Coming  from  Cevalvc  to  Camargo  in  wagons, 
for  coming  through  in  wagons. 

-13d  line,  There  being  about  150  wagons,  for  there  be- 
ing 150  wagons. 

Page  756,  same  sketch,  3d  line,  Read  guerrillas  shoot- 
ing frequently  through  their  wagons,  for  greasers 
shooting  all  the  time  through  their  wagons. 

4th  and  5th  lines,  Leaving  New  Orleans  on  the  \ 
steamer  “ Saline,”  for  coming  up  on  the  steamer 
“ Saline.” 

36th  line,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  (Brawner)  Moseley , who  had 
one  son,  William  S.  Moseley,  for  Mrs.  Sarah  B. 
(Bronner)  Moseley.  j 

37th  and  38tli  lines,  Two  children,  both  dead,  for  one  j 
child,  William  S.  Moseley. 
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